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Gillingham Technical College,  
now Rainham Mark Grammar School, built its own hovercraft. 

Find out a little more on p12 
 

(photo from Rainham-History.co.uk) 

 Rainham had its own hovercraft!  

http://rainham-history.co.uk/


 

 

Editorial 

 

What an amazing week we are having!  We 
have had 3 days of glorious sunshine, blue 
skies and the blossom looks simply stunning. 
It really is a joy to be out and I have finally 
got into the garden so I can apply all of the 
hints and tips Victoria Golding offers.  This 
year, I am trying potatoes in a sack and a 
grape vine - lets see if they are still alive by 
the next edition!  On the plus side, my garden 
is awash with rhubarb.  Any simple recipes 
beyond rhubarb crumble and rhubarb jam 
would be gratefully received. 
I am excited to attend the Tree Nursery Open 
Day (p7) - perhaps I can glean some hints and 
tips there. If the weather continues though, I 
may need to follow the route described by 
Carol Donaldson (p9). 
 

The more technically-minded may prefer to 
get in contact with MAPSL and help them out 
with all they are doing but there seems to be 
much opportunity for getting stuck in to 
community life. There is a heritage morning at 
St Margarets and if you fancy a night out then 
we seem to have a wealth of options - from 
music to sport to theatre… My husband and I 
’googled’ the young man being advertised on 
p7.  At only 17, this remarkably talented 
Australian guitarist provides “a sound that is 
technically breathtaking and emotionally raw” 
and has already graced the stage with many 
internationally acclaimed guitar greats. And 
he’s coming to Rainham! 
 

There is little space here to mention the 
hovercraft, food waste bins, the history of 
Credit Unions, the Medway Credit Union and 
how you can be involved, but do browse the 
edition and feel free to get back to us at any 
time. 
All the best for a great start to April!  

Letters to the Editor 
 

Can you help Medway Aircraft 
Preservation Society Ltd? 
 

Dear Editor,  
Readers will probably remember the very 
successful display of our Short Scion float 
plane within the Cathedral last summer and 
might be interested to learn that restoration 
work is continuing at our Rochester Airport 
hangar.  MAPSL is an all-volunteer, not for 
profit limited company.  Visitors of all ages 
are always welcome. They will receive a 
guided tour of the busy hangar and view 
restoration in action.   
The Short Scion float plane is currently 
nearing the paint spraying stage whilst 
restoration continues of an ex-Soviet Air 
Force Hawker Hurricane fighter.  Recently 
received for attention are two Rolls Royce 
Merlin engines and substantial parts of 
another Hurricane fighter. (See 
www.mapsl.co.uk  for further details.) 
 

All this activity has resulted in the need for 
additional volunteers.  There are activities  
for suitably enthusiastic people, be they  
hands-on skills based, archivists, buyers, 
researchers, shop workers/guides or have 
specialist experience of Health and Safety  
or Store keeping.   
Please contact me on 07983 835459 
 

Regards Philip Cole, Managing Director  
 
Plea for new school governor 

 

Dear Editor 
The Local Governing Body (LGB) of St 
Margaret’s Church of England Jnr School,  
in Orchard Street, Rainham, is seeking a new 
co-opted governor.  
The school is a founder member of the local 
Medway Anglican Schools Trust. The LGB 
comprises the Head Teacher, a staff member, 
two parents and six co-opted members.  
We are looking for someone who will be 
committed to helping our LGB to, both, 
challenge and support the School Leadership 
Team in its roles of improving the quality of 
teaching and learning, and nurturing our 
pupils.   
 

 
Next issue : April 22nd, 2026 
Copy date : April 13th, 2026 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

 

At our most recent OFSTED inspection, in 
September 2023, we were pleased to, again, 
retain our ‘Good’ judgement.  
The LGB meets six times a year, in school, 
sometimes spending the whole day there. 
Online training and support will be available. 
If anyone wishes to put their name forward,  
or would like further information, please do 
contact me, Chrissy Hornby, on Medway 
387348 or 07762601545.  
I am looking forward to hearing from you!  
With thanks, 
Chrissy,  
Chair of the Local Governing Body at St 
Margaret’s C of E Junior School 
 
Dementia Support Group 
 

Dear Editor, 
I am the coordinator for the Rochester 
Dementia Support Group which meets at St 
Peter's Church, Delce Road, Rochester. 
 

There are so many people with different sorts 
of dementia and at different stages, which is 
very frustrating both for the sufferers (it is a 
disease) and their carers. 
We hold a Singing for Memory session, which 
all seem to enjoy, and a Dementia Cafe which 
really helps the carers connect with other 
carers and volunteers.   
Leaflets and information is available at these 
sessions, as at the Carers Support Group  
which meets during the Parish Coffee Shop on 
a Tuesday morning.  We are working hard to  

 
 

 

spread the word about our sessions through- 
out Medway and need all the help we can 
get.  Readers can feel free to pop in and see 
what we do. 
 

The details are as follows: 
 

Singing for Memory  
2nd Fri of the month 2-3.30pm 
Dementia Cafe  
4th Fri of the month 1.30-3.30pm 
Carers Support Group  
2nd Tues of the month at Coffee Shop  
10-11.30am 
Dementia Worship on  
2nd Tues of the month 2.30-3.30pm  
St Justus, The Tideway Rochester. 
 

If you have any queries, please do not  
hesitate to contact me either by email or on 
07905 357247. 
 

Kind regards 
Monica Aldridge, Dementia Coordinator 
 
Quiz Night - 24th April 
 

Dear Editor, 

One Big Family Helping the Homeless are 
hosting a quiz night at Rainham School for 
Girls, ME8 0BX. 
 

Tickets are £7pp, with a max of eight to a 
table, doors open at 7pm. 
BYO drinks and snacks. 
 

Contact sandra@helpingthehomeless.org.uk 
 



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
£5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 
Call 01634 572187 

 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£39 per month 
£105 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com


 

 

Three Towns Theatre Co - New Show  

 

‘And We’ll Sing Once More’ tells the tale of 
Camp Crescendo and the fight to save it. A 
fun and uplifting concert, refreshments are 
available but you may also bring your own 
drinks and nibbles. 
 

Sat 28th March, 2pm and 7pm 
Upchurch Village Hall 
 

Book tickets or a table on 07720 953383 or 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/three-towns 
 
City of Rochester Symphony Orchestra 
 

‘Music from the Stage’ includes songs from 
Sweeney Todd, Phantom, West Side Story, 
Wicked etc, plus orchestral items. 
 

29th March, 3pm at Glassbox Theatre,  
Mid-Kent College, Tickets are £20  
(students £5, children £1) 
Glassboxtheatre.com 
 
Oasthouse Theatre with ‘The Lion Queen’ 

 

Based on the true story of Ellen Bright, killed 
by a tiger in 1849 whilst Wombwell’s  
Travelling Show was in Chatham, this series 
of dramatic monologues allows us to hear 
from those who knew Ellen or watched her 
demise, including her mother, the medic and 
the tiger! 
 

26th - 28th March, 
Curtain up at 8pm 
 

Bookings at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
03336 663366  
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Community  
 

Medway Repair Café   
 

25th April  
Wigmore Community Hub, 10.30am - 1pm 
 
Thrift and Thrive Pop Up Repair Café 
 

Run by Opportunities with Experience CIC 
Every Wednesday 10am-2pm 
1-9 High St, Chatham (old car dealership) 
 

Watch for more on this venture next month 

    

 Can You Help Us? 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   
  It is much appreciated.   
   

   If you think you can help with any of the   
  following roads, even if that is just for  
  occasional help, then please contact Anne:    
  07791 585998 
 

  Rainham   

   Wakeley Rd 122-192 (59) 
  Langdale Close (105)(50–55 mins) 
  Moor Park Cl (90) 
   

   Parkwood/Lonsdale 
  Lonsdale Dr 112-226 (59) 
  Kenilworth Dr (74), Kenilworth Gdns (27) 
  Gayhurst Cl (21), Long Catlis Rd 2-108 (38) 
  Lambes Ct (14), Idenwood Cl (14),  
  Holtwood Cl (16), Whitegate Ct (8) 
  Crispe Cl (19), Brett Cl (21),  
  Chute Cl (16), Beke Cl (29) 
 

  Wigmore 
  Kenyon Walk (27),  
  Upper Bredhurst Rd (108) 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 
 

‘Look at the World’ Spring Concert 
 

Upchurch Choral Society presents songs of 
peace and hope 
 

Sunday 19th April, 7.30pm 
St Mary's Church, Upchurch,  
Tickets £14, cheque or card on door 
 
Cozenton Park Community Tree Nursery 
 

Come and check what the fabulous 
volunteers have been up to each Thursday! 

 

There will be free outdoor craft-type 
activities for the children, a raffle and 
Ellinor’s icecream van to tempt you. 
 

Sunday 19th April, 10.30am - 1pm 
 
Heritage Open Morning at St Margaret’s 
 

Saturday 11th April, 10am -12pm  
 

The beautiful church of St Margaret's, 
Rainham, holds over 800 years of history 
behind its medieval doors!  
We'll be open all morning, with 
knowledgeable guides and hosts on hand to 
showcase and tell you all about the heritage 
in our town.  
Drop in and discover something amazing!   
No charge, all welcome. 

 

Action Forum is part of Rainham Community Projects CIC,  
along with Sunburst Books in Station Road. 
Any profits generated help local good causes. 

Rainham WI  
 

16th April, 1.45pm, Lynne - 01634 616003 



 

 

Nature Notes            
 

April in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

Although I have not been very active in the 
garden since I last wrote, lots of plants have 
found their moment to shine. They give me a 
lot of pleasure if I can brave the cold and 
winds to actually spend some time to look.   

 

Wildlife is also getting active and I had about 
thirty frogs in the smaller pond at breeding 
time who were very jumpy, in both senses of 
the word!  Now they have mainly dispersed, 
as has most of the frogspawn, partly because 
of this activity.  I thought the same last year; 
anxious as I saw several dead frogs, killed by 
cats and foxes. I believed that the population 
in the garden was crashing but it seems not 
yet!  A large dog fox has made himself a 
comfortable spot at the base of the tall Daphne 
odora, tearing down branches to make himself 
a platform on top of the gravel.  Then, today 
during a sunny period, there were loads of, 
mainly, bumble bees but also different solitary 
bees active on anything in flower. I had 
forgotten how lovely their background 
buzzing makes me feel.  We are having very 
good flowering on our shrubs this year, again 
related to the hot summer and subsequent 
endless rain! 
 

Climber of the month 
 

Again, this month, I am waiting for clematis  

 

to flower.  The Clematis alpina I mentioned 
last month has big buds, showing a tinge of 
blue.  However, I became aware that one of  
the New Zealand varieties (which is planted  
in an inaccessible part of the garden, at the 
back of the shrub border, in the corner) has 
been quietly making a bid for freedom and 
found its way into the Magnolia stellata  
where it is full of bud. This one is Clematis x 
Cartmanii “Joe”, and is described as a 
scrambler rather than a climber. It will be a 
pure white when it opens.  “Joe” would be a 
lovely clematis for a big pot, to fall down  
over the edges. The medium-sized camellia, 
which used to go in the Pot Garden, is now 
planted in the border, where it is thriving and 
flowering beautifully.  
So, many reasons to be cheerful. 
 

Job of the month 
Any severe pruning now needs to stop in case 
of nesting birds so, we can turn our attention  
to training our climbers and prune the early 
shrubs after flowering.  Keep planting seeds 
and pricking out seedlings.  I love doing that  
as it is such an absorbing job and rewarding.  
 

Happy Gardening! 
 

Victoria Golding    
(KWT, Wild About Gardens advisor)  
 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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A cycle from Bearstead to Leeds Castle 
 

It is spring...at least for today. Finally, after 
weeks of rain, the sun is out and the daffodils 
cluster together on the village green at 
Bearstead as I set out on my cycle ride. 
 

I pass the village bowls club where retirees  
are enjoying some gentle exercise and 
conversation. Maybe I should have taken a  
leaf out of their book as, by the time I have 
pedalled up hill to the village of Otham, I am 
already shedding my winter layers. 
 

Otham has hosted many illustrious visitors 
including Winston Churchill and Francis 
Drake. I freewheel down Stoneacre lane, 
splashing through the ford and stop to admire 
Stoneacre house, a medieval yeoman’s house 
owned by the National Trust and set in a 
garden of plum-coloured hellebores. The  
house and gardens are well worth a visit  
when they open to the public in April. 
 

Beyond Stoneacre, the bridlepath is muddy 
after the winter rains but I push through the 
quagmire and am rewarded with the sight of 
sweet violets on Holly Bush Lane and my  
first ladybirds of the year emerging from 
hibernation. 
Beyond Leeds village I head through lanes of 
celandine, passing the diminutive church at 
Broomfield and take a footpath which leads 
alongside the River Len, emerging into the 
grounds of Leeds castle. I can’t help feeling 
slightly smug at avoiding the £34 entrance  
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

fee and enjoy my picnic with a view across  
the lake to what was once the glamorous  
home of the decadent Lady Ballie. From the 
far side of the lake, I can escape the tourist 
hoards and enjoy the site of a kestrel  
hunting through the long grass of the estate. 
 

While it is legal to push a bike on a public 
footpath it is not always easy and leaving  
the grounds of Leeds proves tricky as I 
wrestle with the electric security gate which 
refuses to recognise a bike as transport. I’m 
not sure who comes off worse but I limp  
into the George Inn in Leeds village for 
plasters and a pint of Pale Ale.  
As I pedal out of the village four buzzards  
are rising on the warming thermals before  
drifting off towards the hills of the North 
Downs. Their call would have been rare  
only 20 years ago but now, with a reduction 
in persecution and more rabbits, they are 
becoming a common site. A little story of 
nature recovering in our depleted country-
side. As I head back into Bearsted, the 
shadows are lengthening across the lawns  
of the Bowls club. My day has been more 
active than the bowlers and more muddy  
but I am glad I ventured out and grabbed 
spring before it passes.  
 

Carol Donaldson 
Environmental Consultant 
 

www.caroldonaldson.co.uk 
 

Old Rainham Picture Books 
 

Each book has 48 pages of our local history, with 
around 150 photos and captions.  

Reprints of all 3 volumes available.   
 

£12 from Sunburst Books, Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643  

http://www.caroljdonaldson.co.uk/


 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
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•   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
•   Extra TV / SKY Points 
•   TV Wall Mounting 
•   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 

‘Food Waste Recycling Scheme for Flats 
 

Dear Editor. 
I have received information from Medway 
Council about this new service starting on 6th 
April. I live alone in a flat and create next to 
no food waste. It appears that I will receive 2 
plastic bins and one roll of waste food bin 
liners. After that I would have to purchase 
more bin liners at cost to me.  
I read, with interest, where this food waste will 
be processed - by a private company in  
Cambridgeshire! This is around 90 miles each 
way! Seems like 'so much for saving on  
Greenhouse emissions' has not been taken in 
to account.  
Also, I have no intention of trying to find 
somewhere indoors for 2 unrequested plastic 
bins. Can I tell the Council I do not want 
them? I will be paying for them in my Council 
Tax no doubt.  
I would love someone on the Council to reply 
to this matter.  
 
 

Although not connected with the council, we 
have done some research on this and, it seems 
to be a new initiative for flats.  Every house in 
the area is encouraged to place foodwaste into 
the brown garden bins as, apparently, around 
35% of the average black sack is food waste! 
 

But it did raise an interesting conversation 
amongst our editorial team so we thought  
perhaps we could address some of the points 
raised. 
 

‘I create next to no food waste’ 
If you had an upbringing like mine then you  

 

were taught to finish everything on your 
plate! But most people do not eat onion 
skins, banana peel, applecores, teabags, 
chicken bones etc so unless everything is a 
ready-meal then everyone produces food 
waste.  Once in the black sack it quickly 
goes off and produces bad smells.  

 

‘I will have to purchase food waste bin  
liners at a cost to myself’ 
Each home currently purchases its own  
black sacks but if no food waste goes into 
the sack then a single-person household 
could have the same black sack for almost  
a month.  That saving would cover the cost 
of food waste bags. 
 

‘...processed in Cambridgeshire’ 
You are right, this is a shame but all brown 
waste goes to the same place. Perhaps we 
can campaign to have a local option for  
the farms and gardeners of Medway? 
 

‘...unrequested plastic bins’ 
The council has decided on a particular 
waste system in order to earn back as  
much money as possible to go towards 
council waste costs and new government  
directives around waste.  
Refuse sites have to be maintained, kept 
secure yet cause many long-term issues.  
Food waste taken out of the waste stream 
can, instead, be composted and generate  
income, much the same as paper recycling. 
 

www.medway.gov.uk/info/200132/waste_ 
 and_recycling/77/what_goes_in_my_    
recycling_and_rubbish_bins_or_bags/4 
 

So much is collected right on our doorstep 
with only a little effort on our part. 

Climate Conversations 
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Rainham History 
 

Medway Credit Union 
 

Did you know that Medway has its own 
Credit Union and it is located here in 
Rainham? No - us neither!  We received the 
following and thought it would be great to 
share it. 
 

Dear Editor, 
We are writing to ask if you would kindly 
highlight the work of Medway Credit Union 
as a service for the communities of Medway 
and Swale. 
 

Credit unions were first established in 
Germany in the 1850s, then by the 1900’s 
had spread to North America but only 
reached the UK in the 1950s.  
Now, membership of British Credit Unions 
stands at 1.52 million and there are hundreds 
of local credit unions.  
The credit union vision is to offer everyone 
living or working within their area the 
opportunity to save securely and access 
affordable loans. Credit unions have been 
seen as an important part of the response to 
financial exclusion, and a responsible credit 
alternative for financially excluded people 
compared to payday loan providers and loan 
sharks.  
 

Medway Credit Union was established in 
1999 and is owned, controlled and run by the 
members.  
We save together to provide a pool of money 
from which members can apply for a loan at 
affordable rates. Money saved with the credit 
union is protected by the FSCS and regulated 
by the FCA. 

 

All staff are unpaid volunteers who offer 
their time to run the Credit Union. The  
interest from the loans covers the running 
costs. 
We are always happy to welcome new  
members to allow us to support the  
community in their financial resilience.  
We are always happy to welcome new  
members to allow us to support the  
community in their financial resilience. 
 

For information, go to: 
www.medwaycreditunion.co.uk or on 
01634 403335  
Opening hours: Thur-Sat 10am – 2pm 
Medway Credit Union Ltd 
11a High Street, Rainham, ME8 7HX 
 
Rainham Hovercraft (from front cover) 
 

A reader, watching a documentary on  
hovercrafts was reminded of one she saw 
running at the Gillingham Technical College 
Summer Fair in Pump Lane in the late 70’s/
early 80’s.   
It was being demonstrated on the school 
ground where the Sports Hall now is. 
 

Andy James of Rainham History attended  
the school at the time and knew a little more: 
The Design and Technology Dept along  
with A’level students, built it and used it to 
give rides across the school field on open 
days and school fairs.  It was also used for 
‘messing about’ during some lunchtimes!  
Perhaps readers remember more. 
 

Can you imagine it happening today?! 
 

www.rainham-history.co.uk/latest/rainham-
mark-grammar-school-rmgs-hovercraft-1987 

http://www.medwaycreditunion.co.uk/


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

Upto 29th March - River Medway Journeys community art 
exhibition, Historic Dockyard, ME4 4TZ, 10-4, daily 
 

26th-28th March - Oasthouse Theatre presents ‘The Lion 
Queen’, 8pm, Bookings at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or 
03336 663366  
 

28th Mar - ‘And We’ll Sing Once More’ is a new show by 
Three Towns Theatre Co, Upchurch Village Hall,  
2pm and 7pm, refreshments available, BYO drinks/nibbles, 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/three-towns or call 07720 95338  
 

28th Mar - Maidstone & Medway Sinfonia Spring Concert, 
7.30pm, St Matthew’s Community Centre, ME8 0NP,  
£14, www.ticketsource.co.uk/mms or cash on the door, 
children free, mandmsinfonia@gmail.com 
 

29th Mar - ‘Music from the Stage’ with City of  
Rochester Symphony Orchestra, The Glassbox Theatre,  
Mid-Kent College, ME7 1FN, 3pm,  
Glassboxtheatre.com £20, Students £5, Children £1  
 

29th Mar - RSPB Medway guided walk, Samphire Hoe, 
10am, CT17 9FL, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  

 

4th April - Rainham Food and Craft Market, finest quality 
local food and craft produce, The Oast, Granary Close, 
Rainham, 10am-2pm, dog/family friendly  
 

7th April - RSPB Medway Zoom Talk, ‘the Best of Brit-
ains’s Summer Wildlife’ with James Lowen, £3pp, 7.15pm, 
group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

11th April - Heritage Open Morning at St Margaret’s, 
10am -12pm,  Free drop in, discover something amazing!   
 

12th April - RSPB Medway guided walk, Stodmarsh NNR, 
10am, CT3 4BB, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

13th April - Medway Music Club w Lewis Scott,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7pm, refreshments/bar, £10, 
phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

16th April - Rainham WI, Berengrave Cricket Club, 
1.45pm, contact Lynne on 01634 616003 
 

17th April - BWAG Woodland Task Day on fence  
restoration, meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments at 9.45am 
(ME7 3JZ), dress for work and weather, bring  
refreshments, all volunteers welcome, 07772 920359/
info@bwag.org.uk  
 

19th April - Cozenton Park Community Tree Nursery  
Open Day, 10.30am-1pm, free activities, raffle and  
refreshments to purchase 
 

18th April - Boot Fair Table Sale, St Mary Magdalene, 
Gillingham Green, 11am - 1pm, contact Janet Duke on 
pinkdukebox@aol.com to book a table 
 

19th April - ‘Look at the World’ songs of peace and hope 
with Upchurch Choral Society at their Spring concert. 
7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Upchurch, £14 pp, cheque or 
card on the door  
 

20th April - ‘Happy Hour’ singing group with Friends of St 
Margarets, Lower Halstow, 6.30pm, Memorial Hall, ME9 
7ES, Liz 07730893747 or gilliangay99@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

13 

 

20th April - BWAG Club Night, ‘Wildlife in Bredhurst 
Update’, 7.30pm, Blacksmith’s Barn, ME7 3JU, £5 on  
door, refreshments, 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.uk  
 

21st April - ‘The Orchids of Kent’ with Clive Nuttman, 
RSPB Indoor Talk, Parkwood Community Centre, 7pm, 
£4.50, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com  
 

22nd April - ‘Friends of Eastgate House’ with Elaine 
Gardner, £4, Millenium Centre, 7pm, 01634 263622  
This month, our AGM will take place following the talk. 

 

24th April - ‘Defending the Swale’ with Medway  
Geographical Society, 2pm, URC, Balmoral Rd, ME7 
4PU, £4,  01634 389916 or vwoollett@hotmail.co.uk 
 

24th April - Quiz Night with One Big Family Helping 
the Homeless, Rainham School for Girls, ME8 0BX, 
7pm, Tickets £7, tables of upto 8,  
sandra@helpingthehomeless.org.uk 
 

25th April - Repair Café, Wigmore Community Hub,  
10.30am -1pm 
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign (BSL), every 
Mon, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd, ages 10+, 6- 
8pm, £3pp, Sign language through the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Mary’s, every Fri,  
7.45pm, Liz - 01634 361897 / kbl.walters@talk21.com 
 

Rainham Historical Society, St Margaret’s Millenium 
Centre, 4th Wed of mth (Sept-April), £4, 01634 263622 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non- 
audition choir, Mon eve, Rainham School for Girls.  
rainhamladieschoir.com or email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

Prince Arthur Indoor Bowls, opposite the Royal  
Engineers Museum, ME7 1UR, open daily 9am- 
12.20pm, restaurant for refreshments, 01634 281243 or 
paribc1989@paribc.co.uk, come and join us for a taster! 

 

St Matthew’s Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662    
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, £2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 
 

HempstARA Art Club, 2nd and 3rd Tues of mth,  
Scout Hall, £7, 07710 406154/01634 389054 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society (MAPSL), 
restoring vintage aircraft at Rochester Airport,  
visitors welcome Mon, Wed, Sun from 9.30am,  
contact www.mapsl.com 
 

Art Group, Tuesdays, 10am, Twydall Comm Hub    
 

The Music Man Project, accessible music education 
Sarah Mann, 07909515439 mmpkent@gmail.com  
 

Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Music Gp, every Tues, 
1.45pm, All Saints, H’stead, sjcross13@outlook.com  

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:paribc1989@paribc.co.uk
mailto:mmpkent@gmail.com
mailto:sjcross13@outlook.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £39 per month 
£105 3 months, paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee 
Bathroom and Kitchen refits 
Call 01634 304961 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website 

 

PIANO LESSONS IN RAINHAM 
Now accepting new students! 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
Contact Liz via website: 
www.willowmusiclessons.co.uk 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates 
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 
 
 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free.  
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings 
Facilities for the Disabled 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking 
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery: 
Seat repairs, Foam replacement,   
Michael 07941 227921 

 

MAKING MIRACLES invites 
individuals and established craft 
groups to make items we can sell in 
our charity shops or stalls across  
Kent and Medway. All funds raised 
from sales go to fund our pro- 
fessional trauma and bereavement 
counseling for families who lose a 
baby either through the pregnancy,  
at birth or up to 1 year old. If you 
enjoy knitting, needle-work or any 
other craft and are happy to donate 
what you make to help raise funds, 
contact knit@makingmiracles.org.uk 
 

PIANO/FLUTE THEORY  
LESSONS 
ABRSM & Trinity Guildhall Exams 
01634 312366 
 

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS  
needed to enable Sunburst Books to 
extend hours to 5.30. Please pop  
into shop or call 01634 261643 
 

EXPERIENCED MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSER 
Reasonable rates 
Phone Nicola 07809 439693 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools/sewing 
machines/knitting machines  
(manual or electric) for Africa.  
Trevor Cox, mvw781@gmail.com  
 

EXPERIENCED SEAMSTRESS 
Repairs/Alterations  
Contact 07736 428276 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 



 

 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


