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Constructed by Short Brothers in their factory, once located at Rochester Esplanade,  
the aircraft saw service in WW2 before becoming a civilian plane.  

Left unused for decades, it had deteriorated significantly.  
See p7 for more.  

(Photo thanks to MAPSL)  

 Restored Short Scion Floatplane G-AEZF back to Rochester 

https://www.mapsl.co.uk/scion-ii


 

 

Editorial 

 

We’ve a bumper edition this month. It’s been 
lovely hearing from you but we’ve had to hold 
some content for next month.  
The cover photo from last month generated 
names; Paul Farnham was suggested by Jane 
with Tom Pye named by Dave Driver. Dave 
remembers Tom well from his youth in 
Bredhurst and seeing him doing cleaning 
rounds in the streets of Rainham.  
 

After a very dry spring and early summer we 
were fortunate to have a few days of rain to 
refill water butts. Unusually, this dry spell 
isn’t just affecting the South East but the 
whole of the UK, with rainfall significantly 
below average. We may all need to take steps 
to save water over the summer.  
While the British weather keeps us on our 
toes, it also brings opportunities to enjoy our 
local area. There are plenty of different 
activities locally, so check the diary pages for 
a comprehensive list of what's happening and 
help support local groups. 
The second part of the history of Kings Frith 
Playing Fields is on p12. Our green spaces are 
perfect for enjoying the longer days. From the 
water views of Riverside Country Park to the 
inland ones such as Cozenton Park, these 
areas are perfect for everything from leisurely 
picnics to a brisk morning walk or casual 
games with the kids. Pack a blanket, a good 
book, refreshments, and rediscover the simple 
joy of being outdoors. It's also wise to 
approach summer with a little foresight. Stay 
hydrated, seek shade during the hottest hours 
and apply sunscreen - simple steps to ensure 
enjoyment isn't ruined. If you have vulnerable 
neighbours or know someone who might 
struggle with the heat, a quick check-in can 
make a significant difference. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Bernard Brown memories - May edition   
 

Dear  Editor, 
I have lived in Lower Pump Lane for 52 yrs 
and indeed remember well  his mother 
Dorothy of 366 Lower Pump Lane. I met 
Bernard when he came over before Dorothy  
moved into the home in Gillingham for ex-
navy persons and wives where we visited  
her a few times. 
We have an oak tree (quite small in 1972) 
in the garden area, passed to us by Arthur a 
few years before he died.  
Bernard explained when it was planted and  
I would like to send him a picture of  how it  
has matured since his father died, which I 
imagine will have been when he last saw it. 
I will send him an update on his mother's ex 
abode as it is now and the Oak! 
 

Yours sincerely, Brian Hyde  
 
Wartime Pub Crawl - May edition 
 

Hello 
With regards to the Wartime Pub Crawl, a  
pub has been missed out, namely The  
Brown Jug in Horsham Lane, Upchurch - 
sadly now gone forever. 
 

Best Regards John Brown  
 
June front cover photo 
 

Good afternoon, 
I think this is Paul Farnham, I went to  
primary school with him in the 1970’s and  
he would have been about 21/22 years old  
in the picture. Paul spent many a year  
keeping Rainham tidy and took real pride in 
what he did. 
 

Kind regards, Jane Wiggins 
  
Local Pubs  
 

Following the letters in the May and June 
issues, one of my great-grandfathers,  
Thomas Wakefield, born 1846, was the 
publican of The Three Mariners in the late 
19th century and his daughter, my grand-
mother Eva, attended the school at the top of  

 
 
 

 
Next issue : July 23rd, 2025 
Copy date : July 14th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

 

Station Rd, now demolished and replaced by 
the shopping centre.  
Later, Thomas moved to take over a general 
shop in Pier Rd, Gillingham, near the White 
House pub. After he died, Eva's sister and her 
husband, George Jesshope, took over the shop. 
George was a semi-blinded WW1 veteran who 
had turned to drink. On one cold winter day, 
when George was complaining he couldn't 
afford to buy coal, Eva said that he shouldn't 
drink so much. George replied "I don't drink 
much." She followed up with "Gidaway, 
George! You're always knocking it back at the 
White House - all the Jesshopes were boozers." 
 

My brother and I created a game as teenagers; 
a pub race starting and ending at the White 
House. The board game route was Good Intent, 
Admiralty Tavern, Shalders Arms, up 
Richmond Rd, James St, High St and  
Canterbury St to the Woodland Tavern and 
Standard Kolster (now a Mosque), Beacon Ct, 
Rock Avenue Working Men's Club, Westcourt, 
down Gillingham Rd  to the Fleur de Lis, 
Livingstone Arms, Hastings Arms, Britannia 
ending back at the White House. ‘Runners/
walkers’ had to drink half a pint at each pub 
and the winner was the first to get home, or the 
farthest round the course. With the complicated 
use of dice, the system was rigged so that the 
boozers were much more likely to win than 
those who couldn't take their drink. Eva and 
our mum, Gwen, were amused at our game. 
 

Arthur Kimber 
 
 

 

Bell-ringing Discovery Day 
 

Dear Editor, 

The Kent County Association of Change 
Ringers is a voluntary group promoting and 
supporting church bell-ringers in Kent. The 
way in which we ring the bells is a very 
English activity.  Of the 7000 towers (mostly 
churches) in the world where bells can be  
rung in this way, over 6000 are in England. 
Whilst ringers do ring for church services, 
there is no obligation that a ringer has to be 
religious but it is hoped that they would 
support the ringing for services. 
 

The way we ring bells evolved in the late  
16th/early 17th century and we’re committed 
to ensuring there are ringers to maintain this 
integral part of our country's soundscape for 
years to come.  
We are organising a ‘Ringing Discovery Day’ 
at St Margaret's Church, St Margaret's Street, 
Rochester, ME1 1UJ on Sat 2nd Aug (from  
10-4) to raise awareness of the art and 
encourage new recruits.  
There are ringers in Kent who are just 
beginning secondary school whilst others  
took up the hobby on retirement. The only 
requirements are that a recruit can manage  
to stand for a period of time and they can 
access the tower easily, bearing in mind that 
some churches do have steep spiral  
staircases.  
More details can be found at: 
bellringing@kcacr.org.uk 

mailto:bellringing@kcacr.org.uk


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
£5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 
Call 01634 572187 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

Wigmore Voices Summer Concert 
 

Join us for 'Sounds of the 60's,70's,80's'  
 

Saturday 5th July at 7.30pm 
St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore.  
 

Tickets £10, refreshments included.  
Available from Sue on 07990837287 
 
‘Fumblings at Friar’s Bottom’  
 

Enjoy an evening at the old English boarding 
school, where all is not as it seems! 
 

Friday 4th and Sat 5th July, 7.45pm,  
Community Hall, Third Ave, ME7 2LU 
 

£9 adults, £6 under 16’s  
ticketsource.co.uk/spdg  
 
BWAG task day - 20th July 
 

A butterfly survey of woods and surrounding 
areas.  
Meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments for 
9.45am, ME7 3JZ. 
All volunteers welcome. Please dress for the 
work/weather. Bring snacks and a drink.  
 

Call 07772 920359 or check out Facebook.  
 
Upchurch Choral Soc - Summer Serenade 
 

An classical evening of beautiful music 
Sun 20th July, 7.30pm  
 

St. Mary’s Church, Upchurch ME9 7AL 
refreshments in aid of Friends of St. Mary’s. 
 

£12 cash on the door (under 12’s free). 
Contact Liz Walters 01634 361897 

‘Birdwise’ with the Tuesday Social  
 

Tuesday 29th July, 7.30pm 
 

An enjoyable, informative presentation by 
Hayley about the wonderful diversity of  
birdlife in our estuary and how to look after 
it. 
£4 entry on the door (refreshments & raffle 
included). 
 

Memorial Hall, School La, Lower Halstow 
ME9 7ES.  Contact Liz on 01795842272 

    
 

 Word on the Streets 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   

  It is much appreciated.  If you think you  
  can help with any of the following roads  
  then please contact Anne:  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Temporary cover for Moor Park Cl (90) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
  Ten Acre Rd (86), Burstock (87),  
  Bythorne Ct (12), Caldecote Cl (7),  
  Clover Lay (10), Shorefields (83),  
  Littlefields (13), Homefield (32),  
  Grenadier Cl (26), Woolbrock Cl (40),  
  Wilks Cl (19).  
   

  Parkwood/Wigmore 
  Dixwell (26), Donet (16), Fairfax (33),  
  Edisbury (11), Cheney (17), Callis (7) 
  Woodpecker Glade (29)  
 

  Hempstead 
  Birch Grove (130),  
  Medlar Cl (17), Plumtree Grove (30) 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 

Rainham Community Awards 2025 
 

Who will you nominate? 
Is there a special person or organisation you 
would like to nominate.  It could be your 
neighbour, or even their garden!!!  
bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025  
 

Nominations close 25th July. 
 
St. Margaret’s Rainham Arts 
 
 

The Wild Murphy’s Band 
Thursday 26th June  
 

Shoe Baby Family Show 
Saturday 28th June  
 

Rainham Melah, incl Band 
Friday 4th July 
 

Musician, Sacconi Quartet  
Friday 11th July 
 

Solve Along ‘Murder-She-Wrote’ comedy 
Friday 18th July 
 

Alex Hart (Musician) 
Friday 5th September  
 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or e-mail: 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
Save the Day! 
Hempstead Horticultural and Craft Fayre 
6th September 2025 
details from Hempstead Library 
 
Enjoy a Sunday Cream Tea 
available every Sunday from June to Aug at  
St Micheals and all Angels, Hartlip, 3-5pm 

Restored Shorts Floatplane on display  

 

It’s not every day one can see a twin-engine 
aeroplane on floats in the middle of a  
church! 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society Ltd 
(MAPSL) has worked painstakingly for 12 
years, supported by a grant from the 
Rochester Bridge Trust, to bring the 1937 
Rochester-built plane, along with a selection 
of free education activities, to Rochester 
Cathedral in August for all to enjoy.  
 

www.mapsl.co.uk  
rbt.org.uk/2025/shorts-floatplane-to-go-on-
display-to-the-public 

 

Rainham Bowls 
 

Civil Service Bowling Club is situated next 
to Everlast Gyms (previously ROKO) on  
the Gillingham Business Park. 
 

All ages are welcome, we have Roll Ups on  
a Tuesday at 2pm or  a Thursday starting at 
6pm. You just need to wear flat shoes. 
 

For more info contact: csbowls@gmail.com 
 
Three Towns Theatre Co does VE Day 
 

Join us for a sing-along, street party-style 
show at Upchurch Village Hall  
 

Saturday 12th July at 2 and 7 pm  
 

To book tickets or a table contact: 
threetownscommittee@gmail.com  or  
call/text 07720 953383 
 

Refreshments available (free cuppa on 
arrival) but you’re welcome to BYO. 

New Book Club for Rainham 
 

Sunburst Books is hoping to start a 
friendly book club and we’re looking  
for someone enthusiastic to lead it!  
If you enjoy bringing people together, love 
talking about books and want to help shape a 
welcoming space for readers, we’d love to hear 
from you.   
 

Interested? Contact Luke on 07599 745097 or 
lukefoord@live.co.uk to find out more! 

 

Profits from Action Forum are  
distributed between a number of charities. 

 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

https://bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025
http://www.mapsl.co.uk/
https://rbt.org.uk/2025/shorts-floatplane-to-go-on-display-to-the-public/
https://rbt.org.uk/2025/shorts-floatplane-to-go-on-display-to-the-public/
mailto:threetownscommittee@gmail.com


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

July in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

I worried about lack of rain last month, but  
we’ve had a good amount over the past four 
weeks.  I have learned that I must keep my 
nerve and trust rain will come.   
I try to use only rainwater in the garden, but  
if it runs out, we use kitchen and bath water, 
when feasible.  Also, there is the wonderful 
benefit of tap water, though some plants, like 
acid-loving plants, don’t thrive on our hard 
water, so keep rain water for them.   
Keeping new plants and shrubs well-hydrated 
is one of the methods of building in resilience 
to help them shrug off pests and diseases so  
don’t hoard stored water.  This is a mistake I 
have made over the years, wondering why my 
plants aren’t as vigorous as my friends’ plants.  
I didn’t realise they were slowly dying of 
drought!   
After last night’s thunderstorm, I discovered 
parts of the garden that did not receive the 
benefit of the rain, so they need a good drink. 
 

Shrub of the month 
The Mediterranean silvery-leaved, aromatic 
shrubs are those we think of as being resilient.  
However, many of them do not like our cold, 
damp winters.  This is a perfect time to be 
taking soft-wood cuttings, so that you can  
have small plants for next year, if needed.  It  

 
 

 

can be a long time before they strike but be 
patient!  I would suggest that Lavender, 
Rosemary and Salvia are ideal candidates.   
If a shrub is becoming too big for its position, 
think ahead a couple of years - cuttings  
grown now will help you keep a favourite 
plant for the future.  Indeed, it is a perfect 
present if a friend admires it.  
 

Jobs for the month  
As I get older, I am starting to be more laid-
back about work in the garden.  There are 
always jobs to be done, but ‘little and often’  
is my mantra.  Regular forays, with a hand 
fork, pair of secateurs and a bucket for the 
debris, is more fruitful than worrying about 
digging something up (and never doing it).   
I am getting such enjoyment out of seeing  
more insects on my weeds than I could 
imagine.  I found a Thick-thighed flower 
beetle (Oedemera nobilis) the other day.   
Look it up and laugh! 
 

This is a wonderful season to visit other 
people’s gardens.  There is a fascinating 
garden safari in Shadoxhurst to visit and an 
open garden at Tyland Barn as well as lots  
of Summertime activities. 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events  
 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria Golding    
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wildlife Gardening Advisor) 

 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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It is not just the wildlife that benefits... 

 

Just sitting in the garden, watching a mining 
bee searching the mown grass area while 
sparrows chattered in the hedge, I was aware 
that I was in my happy place, totally relaxed 
and absorbed in the moment. 
 

A very different feel to when I was a 
committed urban gardener, when all needed  
to be neat and tidy and regiments of bedding 
plants the sole focus of my gardening. 
Now, as a wilder gardener, I often expound the 
benefits of a wilder garden to maintaining our 
vanishing wildlife and the wider biodiversity  
of the area around our home. 
 

But it’s not just the wildlife that benefits, we 
do too! 
 

Gone are the days when I’d take a cup of tea 
into the garden and find myself noticing all  
that needed doing: hedges to be trimmed, grass 
mown, beds to be weeded, climbers to be tied 
back…the list endless. 
Not that there’s no maintenance work to be 
done in a wilder garden, just far less.  And so 
much of interest just to be observed, not  
tended to. 
Now, I can feel my blood pressure dropping as 
I watch a cinnabar moth looking for the 
ragwort, experience a sense of delight as a 
bumblebee feeds from the growing patch of 
birds foot trefoil with its bright yellow flowers  
in the ‘lawn’, or the red clover where the grass 
has been left to grow longer and is now being  
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

colonised by wildflowers that others might 
call weeds. 
 

I feel the stress drop away, as I sit quietly  
by the micro pond watching hoverfly larvae 
twisting near the surface and as a curious  
frog comes up for air and stays, seemingly 
watching me. 
The worries and anxiety that plague my  
mind are forgotten, to be more calmly 
addressed some other time.  For now, I’m  
lost in another world of beauty and, 
sometimes, drama.  A world that exists all 
around us but is so rarely seen.  A world  
we are free to enter, that heals and revives  
our sense of ourselves, but which we  
hardly notice when we need to. 
 

And of course, there is the sense that you  
are doing something much bigger, just a  
little to keep alive that wonderful world of 
biodiversity that supports all our lives. 
All that’s needed is a small corner, where 
wildlife can make a home then one day you 
will find yourself  gazing in excitement and 
awe at a tiny creature, there because you  
gave it what it needs. You will find that  
you too have crossed into the more real  
world around you, your anxieties left at the 
boundary of different worlds. 
 

It's not just nature that benefits when you 
choose to go wild. 
 

Leon Roskilly  
Wild About Rainham 



 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

I’m an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£37 per month 
£99 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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•   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
•   Extra TV / SKY Points 
•   TV Wall Mounting 
•   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Climate Conversations 
 

Creating more wildflower verges in  
Medway 

 

We have miles of urban and rural routes which 
contain grass verges here in Medway. Verges 
have previously been cut to ensure good 
views for drivers with a focus on meadows  
within our parks and open spaces.  
But grass verges are a habitat for lots of wild-
life so there was a consultation with organisa-
tions, Plantlife and Kent Wildlife, to review 
the best options and approaches moving  
forward.  
 

The advice was to naturalise the areas then 
assess what plants are growing. This means 
grass verges will not be mowed in certain  
areas across Medway.  By leaving these verges 
to grow, a wider diversity of wild grasses and 
flowers will thrive, providing a vital food 
source for bees, hoverflies and butterflies. 
Over time, an additional 100 miles of wild-
flower rural and urban verges will be created, 
adding to the existing 140 miles of long grassy 
verges. 
Wildflowers left to seed also feed birds and 
small mammals, such as bats, voles and 
shrews. These smaller animals will then  
support apex predators such as barn owls and 
kestrels. 

One Meal - Big Impact 
 

Ever heard of this  
organisation?   
 

Did you know that 
more than ⅓ of all food 
produced globally is wasted? 
It’s having a big impact on the planet. 
 

When we waste food, we also waste all 
the resources it took to produce, 
transport and prepare. 
And when food goes to landfill and rots, it 
produces methane - a greenhouse gas more 
potent than carbon dioxide. It’s a problem. 
 

The steps we take to reduce food waste 
have a tangible impact. 
If you rescue a Surprise Bag once a week 
for a year, you save around 140kg of CO2 
emissions - about the same as produced by 
driving from London to Paris. 
And the best bit is that’s just your impact - 
there are millions of others doing this too! 
the world’s biggest food waste fighting 
community. 
 

Download the app and access food bags at 
heavily reduced prices, from alsorts of food 
outlets locally. 
 

Together, we can be a mighty force.  
Toogoodtogo.co.uk 
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Rainham History            (AJ) 
 

Kings Frith Park (cont) 
 

Over the next few years, Gillingham Horse 
show went from strength to strength and 
other events such as displays by motorcycle 
stunt rider Eddie Kidd (Aug 1980), leaping 
over 10 parked cars on his bike, and Monty 
Hammond funfairs, took place. 
 

By early 1986, plans for a sports centre had 
been revived, with Medway Indoor Bowling 
asking for permission to build an eight-lane, 
international-standard bowl centre. It was 
also being considered whether the location 
was suitable for a swimming pool (eventually 
sited at Cozenton Park as Splashes). These 
plans were very short-lived as, by July 1986, 
the council was proposing to develop Kings 
Frith for housing. It was under-used due to 
the flint. The proposal would have involved 
swapping the East Hoath woods owned by 
Medway Health authority for Kings Frith, 
retaining the woods and building on Kings 
Frith. These plans caused much local protest 
and a petition with over 2100 names was 
handed to the council, with support from the 
local MP Jim Couchman. From newspaper 
reports it appears that, at this time, Great 
Lines in Gillingham was also being 
considered for development. Fortunately, 
these plans were all eventually rejected. 
 

During Winter 1987, the area was covered 
with deep snow causing difficulties with food 
deliveries and later that year the great storm 
of 1987 struck. Kings Frith playing fields 
came to the rescue in both cases. In the Jan 
snow it was used for an army helicopter to 

airlift 18,000 pints of milk to Unigate’s  
Wigmore depot as roads were blocked.   
After the Oct storms, the playing field was 
one of the locations residents could take  
broken branches to be disposed of. 
By now, Gillingham Horse show was judged 
to be too big for the park but the playing  
field was regularly being used for boot fairs 
as well as local football (by 1990 it was  
hosting an annual tournament, organised by 
Twydall Boys Football club, with nearly 
1000 boys in 140 teams from all over Kent 
taking part). The children’s play area was 
getting old so Gillingham Council proposed  
renovating the equipment.  
Plans were put for a table tennis centre  
before it was realised the land had been  
given with a covenant in place, permitting  
no building on the land.  
Anti-social behaviour at the park had local 
residents complaining about noise and  
rubbish. In 1991, the council arranged for 
lockable gates to be closed each evening. 
Unfortunately, in Jan 1992, local dog  
walker, Ray Quinney, with collie, Kelly,  
were locked in overnight and had to be  
rescued by police. The notice meant to be 
erected on the gates wasn’t in place so the 
residents had no knowledge of the closure! 
Rainham Football Club then proposed a 
sports pavilion, early 1996, refused due to  
the covenant discovered. 
 

Today, the playing fields continue to be  
well-used while dog walkers and runners 
make use of the open space. Hopefully, the 
legal restrictions will enable the park to be 
used in a similar way for many years to 
come. 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 
 

27th June - Electromagnetic threats from the sun with 
Professor David Southwood. 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall. 
Please visit our website: www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

28th June - Shoe Baby Family Show, see p7 
St Margaret’s Rainham, rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts  
 

1st July - ‘Green Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

4th July - Rainham Melah, incl band, St Margaret’s, see p7 
 

4th/5th July - Fumblings at Friar’s Bottom, St Paul’s Dra-
ma Group, 7.45pm, , see p5 for more 
 

5th July - Repair Café at Strood Community Hub,  
10.30am-1pm 
 

5th July - Summer Fair, 11am-1pm, St Barnabas Church, 
Nelson Road, ME7 4ST, tables to hire £10, contact Janet on 
07809 892883 
 

5th July - Wigmore Voices, sounds of the 60’s, 70’s, 80’s, 
7.30pm, see p5 for more 
 

9th July - East Medway u3a, ‘Lighthouses and Lightvessels 
of Kent’, 2pm, St Paul’s, Parkwood, £3,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com  
 

11th July - ‘Going over to the dark side’ with Jeremy  
Phillips, Bredhurst Village Hall, 8pm, see 
www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

11th July - Sacconi Quartet, St Margaret’s, see p7,  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts  
 

12th July - VE Day singalong show by Three Towns  
Theatre Co, Upchurch Village Hall, 2pm and 7pm, see p7 
 

14th July - Medway Music Club with Matthew Bason,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

15th July- RSPB Talk, ‘Spring Birding in Cadiz Province’, 
John Cantelo, 7.30pm, £4.50,  
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

16th July  - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  
 

20th July - BWAG Woodland Task Day, butterfly survey 
9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, bring 
refreshments, 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.uk/Facebook  

 

20th July - Sponsored Summer Singalong, 3pm, St Mary 
Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green, £5 donation in-
cludes afternoon tea and cake, 07808 801160 

 

20th July - Upchurch Choral Society’s ‘Summer  
Serenade’, 7.30pm, (p5 for more)  
 

25th July - Nominations close for Rainham Community 
Awards - see p7 

 

25th July - MKAS Summer Social and BBQ, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 6pm, see www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

26th July - ‘Come and Sing’ with Rochester Choral Soc 
and Rainham Ladies, led by Bob Chilcott, St George’s 
Centre, ME4 4UH, book: rochesterchoral@gmail.com or 
rochesterchoralsociety.co.uk 
 

29th July  - ‘Birdwise - diversity of birdlife in our estuary’ 
with Hayley, 7.30pm, (see p5) 
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Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice mini’s 
Sundays, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd  
Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, £2 pp 
07383 915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with a lung condition),  
1st Tues of mth (Feb-Dec), 1-3pm, Twydall  
Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 07775 461573 
newmembers@breatheeasymedway.co.uk 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each month, 2pm,  
Smallholders Club, Wigmore,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each mth, 
7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  
07951 629444 
 

Borstal Bowls Club, every Thurs, 6pm, Brambletree, 
Wouldham Rd, ME1 3TN, find us on Facebook 
 

Refresh Coffee Morning at RCF Baptist Church, 
Twydall (ME8 6XE). 
Every 2nd and 4th Tues of mth, All welcome.  
Drop in 10.30am -12 noon, www.rcftwydall.org.uk 
 

Civil Service Bowling Club, next to Everlast Gyms 
(previously ROKO), Gillingham Business Park. 
Roll Ups on a Tues starting at 2pm or Thurs starting at 
6pm, csbowls@gmail.com/07598 922059 
 

Detling Short Mat Bowls Club, three sessions each 
week, 7.30pm Mon, 2 pm Tues and Fri afternoons,  
£3 including refreshments,  
phone Patricia Ellis on 07919 514934 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 07943 178362 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, every 2nd Tues of  
month, 7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, £3.50  
incl refreshments. Visiting speakers, demonstrations, 
raffle, quiz, annual Sept show. 01634 853884 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham  
School for Girls. rainhamladieschoir.com or 
email rlchoir@outlook.com 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory_record/23/gillingham_community_hub
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
http://www.rcftwydall.org.uk/
mailto:csbowls@gmail.com
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates 
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 

 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment, all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 
PIANO/FLUTE THEORY LESSONS 
ABRSM & Trinity Guildhall Exams 
01634 312366 

 
 

 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  
 

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living.  
Presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
A women’s organisation based on 
friendship and service, supporting 
local and overseas charities, we  
meet two Tues a month at Upchurch 
Golf Club for lunch and a meeting, 
usually with a speaker, on various 
topics. Interested in joining?  
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery.  
Seat repairs. Foam replacement.   
Michael 07941 227921 
 

ELDERLY TRANSPORT  
We shop with you and return you 
home for that caring touch. 
01634 578590.  
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Looking to volunteer? 
 

Sunburst Books would like 
extra volunteers to help man 
the shop late afternoon but 
also anyone who might be 

able to help with listing books 
online as well as packing and 

posting those that are sold.  
 

Pop in for a chat - 21 Station 
Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS  

mailto:mvw781@gmail.com
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgie’s  
Female Painting & 

Decorating 
 

friendly, reliable and tidy 
Qualified and Insured 

 

Get in touch for a free, 
no-obligation quote 

07949 491782 
 

Reviews & photos on my FB 
page @Georgiespainting or 

nextdoor app or Google  



 

 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


