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Do you recognise the person in this photo?  

 

This was taken in around 1987.   
In what appears to be a very quiet, freshly-tarmacked Rainham High Street,  

you can see the former Barclays Bank along with the Cricketers pub. 
 

(Photo thanks to Joe Ennis)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

Well, some of you certainly know your pubs! 
Perhaps one day I might have to go and see 
how many of them still exist.  It would be 
fascinating to know the whereabouts of the 
whale bones mentioned in Mr Locke’s letter 
this edition.  
 

I now know a number of folk who attended 
one of the Rainham Arts piano concerts at St 
Margaret’s during the May Piano Week.  Alan 
has written about his experience on p3 but it 
sounds as if it was a great success.  There are 
many more events planned so don’t forget to 
go to p7 to find out what is going on over June 
and July. With such a variety on offer, there is 
definitely something for everyone. 

 

If being outdoors is more your thing then  
there are certainly a wide  range of walks and 
activities to get you out and about.   
The Orchid Walk being run by Bredhurst 
Woodland Management Group sounds 
delightful.  During April, we went for a 
wander to see the bluebells there and it truly 
was a stunning sight.  The Hartlip Open 
Gardens may also give much inspiration (see 
p7 for information on both) whilst more 
practical help can be had from Victoria on p8. 
 

I have loved driving past the beautiful verges 
over the last month.  The sun has given us 
some breathtaking displays of flowers.  Even 
as one variety dies down, others are coming 
up to replace them.  The traffic may be 
dreadful at times, but the surroundings 
provide great joy.  It reminds me I have much 
to be grateful for, despite my tendency to 
Victor Meldrew! 
So enjoy the rest of No Mow May and Let it 
Bloom, June.   
All the best from the AF team. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

May edition cover of Three Mariners   
 

Dear Editor, 
An excellent cover photograph. As current 
landlord of The Three Mariners, it was great  
to see the photograph and read the article. 
I was wondering if it is at all possible to 
obtain a copy of the photograph to display  
in the pub in order to preserve a small part  
of history. 
 

Kind regards, Steve Brinsley 
 

*** we have replied with the web address below:  
www.rainham-history.co.uk/latest/photos/ 
old-photos-of-three-mariners-pub-rainham-kent 
 
Wartime Pub Crawl 
 

Sir, 

Regarding the article by Terry Crowdy 
regarding his  grandfather's wartime pub  
crawl along the Lower Rainham Road, if  
he and his mates were still thirsty and had 
continued towards the Dockyard's  
Gillingham Gate there would have been a  
lot more; Hastings Arms, Britannia, White 
House, Good Intent, Admiralty Tavern and, 
just the other side of the railway bridge, the 
Shalders Arms, and Prince of Guinea. 

If they were still thirsty, Bridge House,  
Jolly Sailor, Lord Exmouth and, with a  
slight detour to the bottom of Church Street,  
the Green Dragon, in the beer garden of  
which were the bones of a whale that had 
beached on The Strand many year  
previously. 

Michael J. Locke 
 
Wartime Pub Crawl 
 

Dear Editor, 
I enjoyed the Wartime Pub Crawl article by   
T Crowdy.  If Arthur started from  
Upchurch and went along Horsham Lane 
would The Brown Jug have been open at the 
period?    
I know I had a drink there in the mid 1980's 
when my son and I walked from Rainham to 
Upchurch. Sadly it is now closed. 
 

Olwen O’Dowd 
 

 
Next issue : June 25th, 2025 
Copy date : June 16th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Fancy a new hobby?  
 

Dear Editor, 
We would like to invite readers to come along 
and  join us at Borstal Bowls Club to learn an 
exciting new hobby.  
All ages are welcome, it’s not just an old 
person’s activity and many of our current 
bowlers live in Rainham.  
We run every Thursday evening from 6pm and 
have a supply of bowls for beginners to use. 
We can be found at: 
Brambletree, Wouldham Road, Borstal, ME1 
3TN (What3Words:- left.drop.incomes). 
 

Facebook - Borstal Bowls Club 
 
Rainham Climate Course 
 

Dear Editor, 
I just wanted to send out a quick note to 
promote the Rainham Climate Course, running 
for 6 weeks every Tuesday from May 13th. 
It's completely free to attend and people can 
come to one, any or all of the sessions. 
 

If you are fed up of hearing about the  
climate crisis, if you feel worried about  
what our grandchildren will face or if you  
are anxious yourself then sign up: 
www.mutualaidmedway.org.uk/course- 
sign-up-rainham or text 07470 727588 
There will be a light vegetarian/vegan buffet 
(hence why we need to know numbers). 
 

Kate Belmonte 
The Circle Refill Hub @ MA|RR 

Jazz Legend at St Margaret’s Church 
 

Dear Editor, 

There are some things I could have never 
imagined nearly 44 years ago, when my  
wife and I got married in St Margaret’s 
Church. A mince pie-eating competition,  
with beer and carols, probably wouldn’t  
have been on the list, and seeing a jazz 
superstar on the steps where we were  
making our vows a non-starter. But, there  
we were on the 1st May, in a packed church 
listening to Curtis Steigers and his band – it 
was fantastical!  
Well done to those that conceived the idea, 
brought that immense Steinway model D 
grand piano into the church, set up the 
fabulous sound system, ran the bar and 
marshalled us safely in and out. 
Let’s hope Rainham has a piano festival for 
many years to come. 
 

Alan Stockey 
 
Rainham Town Centre Partnership help 
 

Would any readers be interested in 
volunteering at a community summer event?  
Our next planning meeting is 29th May  
from 10-11am.   
Volunteers are needed to help water and 
maintain the floral railing baskets outside  
St Margaret’s and Church Mews residents  
would also like help with a litter pick in the 
vicinity. 
Contact: toni.doran@medway.gov.uk 

https://www.mutualaidmedway.org.uk/course-sign-up-rainham
https://www.mutualaidmedway.org.uk/course-sign-up-rainham


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
£5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 
Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 

Call 01634 572187 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

Wigmore Ladies Club 
 

A cheerful group of ladies, we meet each 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at the Howard  
Memorial Hall in Woodside, with speakers 
and other activities, as well as a lovely  
cuppa.   
Why not come along between 2 -4 pm on 
June 18th.   
 

Call 07943 178362 for any further details. 
 
Kent Herbs and Plant Oils - AR Botanicals  
 

Tuesday 24th June, 7.30pm 
An interesting evening with local herbalist, 
Mandy Rickard - DipPhyt.  
Come along and find out about the power 
and wonder of natural herbs. 
£4 entry on the door (refreshments and raffle 
included). 
Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower Halstow 
ME9 7ES 
Liz on 01795842272 
 
BWAG in June 
 

15th - woodland task day is an orchid survey.  
Meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments for 
9.45am, ME7 3JZ. 
All volunteers welcome. Please dress for the 
work/weather. Bring snacks and a drink.  
 

18th - Club Night presentation ‘Heritage 
Plants of the Kent Downs’ with Sarah  
Harrington-James.  
7.30pm, £5 on the door with refreshments.   
Blacksmith’s Barn, ME7 3JU.  
Call 07772 920359 or check out Facebook.  

Wigmore Voices Summer Concert 
 

Take a trip down memory lane and join us  
for 'Sounds of the 60's,70's,80's'  
 

Saturday 5th July at 7.30pm 
St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery 
Drive, Wigmore, ME8 0PD. 
 

Tickets £10, refreshments included.  
Available from Sue on 07990837287 

    
 

 Word on the Streets 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   

  It is much appreciated.  If you think you  
  can help with any of the following roads  
  then please contact Anne:  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
  Ten Acre Rd (86), Burstock (87),  
  Bythorne Ct (12), Caldecote Cl (7),  
  Clover Lay (10), Shorefields (83),  
  Littlefields (13), Homefield (32),  
  Grenadier Cl (26), Woolbrock Cl (40),  
  Wilks Cl (19).  
  Temporary cover for Moor Park Cl (90) 
 

  Parkwood/Wigmore 
  Dixwell (26), Donet (16), Fairfax (33),  
  Edisbury (11), Cheney (17), Callis (7) 
  Woodpecker Glade (29)  
 

  Hempstead 
  Birch Grove (100),  
  Medlar Cl (17), Plumtree Grove (30) 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk


 

 
 7 

Community continued... 

Rainham Community Awards 2025 
 

Who will you nominate? 
Have a look at the categories and see if there 
is a special person or organisation you would 
like to nominate.  It could be your neighbour, 
or even their garden!!!  
bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025  
 

Nominations close 25th July. 
 
St. Margaret’s Rainham Arts 
 

Musician, Ahmed Dickinson  
Saturday 31st May  
 

Billy Joel Tribute Act 
Friday 6th June  
 

Musician, N’famady  
Saturday 14th June  
 

The Wild Murphy’s Band 
Thursday 26th June  
 

Shoe Baby Family Show 
Saturday 28th June  
 

Rainham Melah, incl Band 
Friday 4th July 
 

Musician, Sacconi Quartet  
Friday 11th July 
 

Solve Along ‘Murder-She-Wrote’ comedy 
Friday 18th July 
 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or e-mail: 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
Save the Day! 
Hempstead Horticultural and Craft Fayre 
6th September 2025 
details from Hempstead Library 

BWAG Orchid Walk  

 

Saturday 14 June, 2pm, come and explore 
Bredhurst Woods and chalk grassland on a 
guided walk with Dr Clive Nuttman looking 
for some of the 38 species of orchid found  
in Kent, learning what to look for and how  
to identify them.  
Walk followed by tea and homemade cakes  
at Blacksmiths Barn. 
Tickets are £10pp and must be purchased in 
advance (children under 16 free).  
Dogs on a lead welcome.  
Call Esther on 07895 320824, email 
info@bwag.org.uk or find tickets on  
www.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
RATS VE Day 80th Anniversary Concert 
 

Friday 30 & Saturday 31 May at 8pm 
 

WWII in words and music remembering 
those who served and sacrificed their lives 
The concert will culminate  
in a rousing patriotic finale.  
 

Book tickets at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
or phone 03336 663366 
 
Hartlip Open Gardens 
 

1st June, 12noon-5pm  
Eight Gardens will be opening from 1pm 
There will be parking and a passport to the 
gardens can be bought at St Michael & All 
Angels and at the Church for £5.  
 

Booked lunches will be available at the Pub 
or at the Methodist chapel, with Sunday  
Teas at the Church from 3pm.  
A great day out - hartlipgardens.com 

New Book Club for Rainham 
 

Sunburst Books is hoping to start a 
friendly book club and weôre looking  
for someone enthusiastic to lead it!  
If you enjoy bringing people together, love 
talking about books and want to help shape a 
welcoming space for readers, weôd love to hear 
from you.   
 

Interested? Contact Luke on 07599 745097 or 
lukefoord@live.co.uk to find out more! 

 

Profits from Action Forum are  
distributed between a number of charities. 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

https://bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025
mailto:info@bwag.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/.../orchids-of-bredhurst
http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

June in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

My water concerns are turning into full-blown 
worry at the way things are drying up around 
us.  We understood, with climate change, the 
need to cope with potentially hotter, drier 
summers and cool wet winters but the changes 
are much more nuanced and unpredictable.  
We may well have whole seasons with 
prevailing winds that don’t bring any rain - 
what we have been experiencing since 
February.  We may have to accept that when 
the rain comes, it most likely is going to be a 
downpour that is short-lived and may well be 
damaging.   
So, how will we still be able to garden in a 
meaningful way?  It comes down to something 
I talk about regularly; rain water storage, the 
reuse of kitchen and bathroom water and 
looking for more resilient plants.  I hope to 
address the resilient plant issue next time but, 
in the meantime, install more water butts,  
keep your gutters clean and utilise your 
composts and mulches to keep water in the 
soil once you have watered. 
 

Shrub of the month 
I’ve never thought of roses as a shrub!   
Most of us think they are the most joyful of 
flowers, but their structure and thorns means 
that we hardly ever think about their form and  

 
 

 

shape.  Having a native dog rose growing as 
part of a mixed hedge brings the countryside 
into our gardens and the way the different 
forms can be used also gives us colour, 
fragrance and wildlife benefits (if they are  
not too full of petals) to brighten up a garden 
over many months.   
They are great for adding height to a garden, 
over arbours, walls and trellises.   
Often such a big part of the fabric of our 
gardens, we take them for granted so, don’t 
forget simple things like ensuring leaves and 
twigs don’t remain on the ground (which 
encourages black spot).  Also, they rarely  
get the mulches and winter applications of 
compost that go to other plants so feed them.   
 

Jobs for the month  
If you have frogs, toads or newts in your  
pond, try to ensure they have a safe passage 
from the pond to a hedge or tall grassy areas 
where they can be safe from predators.   
Build a small log pile close by the pond to 
protect them from the sun. 
 

Let’s hope for rain soon, so I can have a  
more upbeat letter next month! 
 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria Golding    
(Kent Wildlife Trust, Wildlife Gardening 
Advisor) 

 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

 
 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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Breakfast with the nightingales 
 

Up above Cliffe Woods, on the Hoo Peninsula 
lies Chattenden Woods. The footpath from the 
main road threads behind back gardens and I 
emerge onto a shady path. It is early, a few 
hours after dawn, and the woods are a rich 
brew of blackcap and song thrush, their calls  
as rich as wine gravy. The bluebells have gone 
over and now only the acid green leaves 
remain, dying back, returning their goodness to 
their bulbs to feed next year's display. 
 

I confess I feel a little nervous walking this 
path alone; a woman on her own who has just 
remembered she has left her phone on the 
bedside table. My work as an Ecologist means 
I am often out on solitary walks at dawn but I 
am used to the wide, open expanse of the 
marshes not this dark, enclosed tangle of trees. 
Also, I realise, I am a little lost! I thought I 
knew these woods well but it's been 10 years 
since I last walked through them and I've 
become disorientated.  
It is the forgotten phone that is making me feel 
this way. I hadn't realised how much I have 
come to rely on it as a symbol of protection 
and an aid to navigation. Without it, I feel 
vulnerable. I am armed only with a spoon, 
bought along to eat my breakfast with. I don't 
fancy my chances of downing an enemy with  
it but I hold it aloft to guard me.  
A buzzard drifts darkly from a branch and 
sullies low through the trees. The wilds 
returning on the edge of the new-build  
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

developments spring up everywhere.  
I feel a little how our ancestors must have, 
when the woods were wilder and wolves  
still peered from the shadows. The signage 
beside the path is not helping, informing me  
I am walking along the boundary of the 
Bridge Woods Field Archery Club and, if I 
stray, they are not responsible for any 
injuries. I expect an arrow to come flying  
at me through the trees and feel I have  
fallen into a time warp.  
 

The path opens up and I find myself on the 
edge of Lodge Hill SSSI. This former MOD 
site was earmarked for the building of 2000 
houses but was saved by campaigners after  
it was discovered it was one of the best sites 
for threatened nightingales in England.  
Suddenly the air seems lighter, flowers 
appear beside the path and a couple with a 
dog pass me and say hello. A nightingale 
explodes into song from a thicket. Its voice 
like a stream bubbling over pebbles, it  
seeps, rattles and trills, a little of the tropics 
arriving in Medway.  
I settle down with my flask of hot coffee  
and open up my tub of muesli. My fears  
feel far gone. "Come, come the nightingale 
sings and breakfast with us."  
Spring is out there for us to savour but  
maybe next time I will remember my phone. 
 

Carol Donaldson  
Environmental Consultant 
www.caroldonaldson.co.uk 

http://www.caroljdonaldson.co.uk/


 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Climate Conversations 
 

Dino Goes to Town – ‘Turn Off When You 
Stop ’                                       (Alan Stockey) 
 

So, how many dinosaurs have you seen in 
Rainham recently?  
 

There are four new Air Quality Management 
Area (AQMA)  signs up in Rainham,  
delivered in partnership with Medway  
Council as part of my Medway Breathes  
project (made possible via UK Shared  
Prosperity Fund monies).  

The signs feature Dino, 
developed by Mid Kent 
College’s graphics  
students, and our  
campaign slogan –  
‘Turn Off When You Stopô. 
There are further signs up 

across Medway’s three other AQMAs.  
 

The campaign is to be supported by schools 
across Rainham, and if your school or  
business wants a Dino sign, or stickers for 
vehicles, do send me a message at  
Medwaybreathes@gmail.com.   
 

Please do remember, turn off when you stop, 
especially outside our schools, give young 
people’s lungs a chance, save some pennies 
and help the environment. 

Solar Together! 
 

Did you know that Kent is  
one of the best regions to  
install solar panels in the UK? 
Experts have analysed  
regional sunshine levels and Kent is one  
of the sunniest places, with some areas  
receiving up to 30% more sunlight than  
the national average. 
There is also a growing push for energy  
independence in this area. As you would 
expect, stronger sunshine equals more  
power and more money in your pocket.   
Thanks to smarter tech, falling costs and 
improved energy storage, solar panels in 
Kent are much more than viable, they are  
a long-term solution that just make sense. 
 

Solar Together Kent is a group-buying 
scheme to get solar panels for your home  
at a competitive price. Medway has  
partnered with Kent County Council to  
promote this again. 
 

Small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) and Commonhold Associations  
can also take advantage of the scheme.  
If you are the owner of the roof or have  
the explicit approval of the owner, your  
business could start generating electricity 
from the sun and saving money.  

 
 

  

mailto:Medwaybreathes@gmail.com
https://click.em.goodenergy.co.uk/?qs=09dc7167bb66166616e6db21dce354f9116bebb3b1c6e2728fe27dca293e394295d3999e5fd2d102a100f48707311a078438642ec3ee4648
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Rainham History            (AJ) 
 

Another Rainham Park 
 

With a growing population, new parks were 
planned for our area. The KM reported the 
proposal (Dec 1967) of a new playing field in 
Wigmore. Gillingham Council chose to name 
it ‘Kings Frith’ after an old wood nearby.  
Plans were approved and in June 1970, four 
plots totalling 2 acres had been bought. By  
Jan 1971 the final total of 18 acres had been 
acquired for £72,000 to create new sports 
pitches. In March that year, £9,000 was 
approved to equip the site for various sports. 
Vigorous discussion ensued about which 
sports should be featured. Football was not 
originally included, rather hockey and rugby 
in winter and cricket in summer. Exclusive 
use of the site was to be given to Anchorians 
and Gillingham Hockey Club but local 
footballers were unhappy and campaigned. 
In March, the Council also agreed a trial of 
overnight opening for the newly-created 
parks at Kings Frith, Wigmore and Cozenton, 
a decision made permanent in Oct. 
By March 1972, after representation from 
local clubs, it was decided that football would 
now be included in the plans. This was a 
short-lived celebration as by 1973 there were  
regular reports of injuries caused by the pitch 
and the flints in it. Parkwood FC secretary, 
Dave Parry said, ñAlmost every match we 
have somebody taken to Medway Hospital 
and one boy had to have 17 stitches put in  
a woundò. After only six matches at Kings 
Frith, the team decided to move elsewhere. It 
was reported in 1974 that “The council hoped 
to provide rugby and hockey pitches at Kings  

Frith but ground conditions prevented this. 
Eventually it is hoped that pitches can be 
provided on army land along the A2.ò  
Looking back that was exactly what  
happened. 
The park was still used for events such as a 
sponsored bike ride (Oct 1974) but as a  
result of the difficulties there were talks  
with private developers to build a new all-
purpose sports centre on the land. Other  
plans included a commando-style adult  
fitness circuit, crazy golf and putting green.  
 

It was reported in Aug 1975 that  
plans had been shelved for at least 5 years 
but, by Aug 1976, the recreation committee 
were inviting private companies to bid to 
develop the land as squash courts, ice and 
roller skating rinks along with a social  
centre. In the meantime, the land was being 
used for other activities with Gillingham 
Horse show displaying horse riding skills  
and a Rainham South Brownies’ Jubilee  
Jamboree taking place in summer of 1977. 
Sir Robert Fossett’s circus and the West  
German ‘Hell Drivers’ stunt team were  
given permission to use it in 1978.  
By now, football had become the primary 
sport taking place at Kings Frith and there 
were repeated complaints about the costs  
of hiring the pitches by local clubs. It was 
claimed that one local team paid £155 for  
the seasons of 24 games whilst their  
opponents in other Kent districts paid  
between £22 and £36 for the same period  
of hire. 
 

Watch out for more history regarding this 
park next month... 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

1st June - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am,  
Bough Beech Reservoir, TN14 6LD,  
what3words: gold.invest.epic,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

1st June  - Hartlip Open Gardens, 12-5pm, passport and 
parking for £5, www.hartlipgardens.com 
 

1st June - St Micheals and all Angels Famous Sunday Tea. 
Hartlip, 3-5pm 
 

3rd June - Rainham Climate Course, 6p, see p3 for more 
 

3rd June - ‘Green Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

7th June - Repair Café at Gillingham Community Hub  
(with a special clothes swap event), 10.30am-1pm 
 

9th June - Medway Music Club with Michael Carter,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

10th June - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am,  
Broadwater Warren TN3 9JR, what3words: 
hung.sprayer.bucked, www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

10th June - Rainham Climate Course, 6pm, see p3 for more 
 

13th June - Astrophotography with smart phones with 
Arthur Fentaman, Bredhurst Village Hall, 8pm, see 
www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

14th June - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group’s Orchid 
Walk with Dr Clive Nuttman, 2pm, £10pp (p7 for more) 
For details, please call Esther on 07895 320824, 
email info@bwag.org.uk or find orchids of bredhurst at 
www.eventbrite.co.uk 
 

15th June - BWAG Woodland Task Day, orchid survey, 
9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, bring 
refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

17th June - RSPB Medway Indoor Talk, ‘RSPB Worth 
Marshes - Remaking of a Wetland’ by Vichi Peaple, 7pm, 
£4.50, Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway or facebook.com/groups 
info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

17th June - Rainham Climate Course, 6pm, see p3 for more 

 

18th June - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  

 

18th June - BWAG Club Night, ‘Heritage Ponds of the 
Kent Downs’ Sarah Harrington-James, 7.30pm,  
Blacksmiths Barn, Bredhurst, £5. 
 

22nd June - RSPB Medway Free Guided Walk, 10am  
Rye Harbour SWT, TN31 7TY 
what3words flopping.loopholes.together  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

24th June - Kent Herbs and Plant Oils. Come and find out 
about the power and wonder of natural herbs with local 
herbalist, Mandy Rickard DipP hyt, 7.30pm,  
Memorial Hall School Lane, Lower Halstow, ME9 7ES, 
refreshments and raffle, £4 on the door.  Phone Liz on 
01795 842272 
 

27th June - Electromagnetic threats from the sun with 
Professor David Southwood. 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall. 
Please visit our website: www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
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Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephen’s, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthew’s Film Club, 2pm, last Monday of mth,  
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community  
Centre, Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on  
01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fri, 2-4pm, £1 plus £1 
visitor fee, United Services Club, Rainham, £2,  
Jane or Gary 01634 374938 
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cricket  
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 616003 

 

Rainham Health Walk, every Weds, 10.30am  
St Margaret’s, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  
 

Gillingham Inner Wheel, Women’s organisation,  
supporting local and overseas charities, two Tues a  
mth, Upchurch Golf Club. Contact 
chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk for more details. 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist Gp, 
last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, Wigmore, 
01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4,  
Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/ 
01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club,  
contact Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fri AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign language (BSL)  
Every Monday, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd,  
Ages 10+, 6-8pm, £3 pp 
Learn sign language through the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Mary’s, every Fri 
7.30pm, sue.rossiter1@outlook.com or contact Liz on 
01634 361897  
 

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory_record/23/gillingham_community_hub
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 

 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment, all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  
 

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living.  
Presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
A women’s organisation based on 
friendship and service, supporting 
local and overseas charities, we  
meet two Tues a month at Upchurch 
Golf Club for lunch and a meeting, 
usually with a speaker, on various 
topics. Interested in joining?  
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery.  
Seat repairs. Foam replacement.   
Michael 07941 227921 
 

ELDERLY TRANSPORT  
We shop with you and return you 
home for that caring touch. 
01634 578590.  
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Looking to volunteer? 
 

Sunburst Books would like 
extra volunteers to help man 
the shop late afternoon but 
also anyone who might be 

able to help with listing books 
online as well as packing and 

posting those that are sold.  
 

Pop in for a chat - 21 Station 
Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS  

mailto:mvw781@gmail.com
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
Female Painting & 
Decorating 

 

friendly, reliable and tidy 
Qualified and Insured 

 

Get in touch for a free, 
no-obligation quote 

07949 491782 
 

Reviews & photos on my FB 
page @Georgiespainting or 
nextdoor app or Google  



 

 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


