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A Rainham Wartime Pub Crawl 

 

Arthur Flint was stationed at Pembroke during the Second World War  
and would have seen the Three Mariners looking like this photo.  

Terry Crowdy gives the full story of his wartime adventures on page 11.  

 

(Photo thanks to Jane Absolom)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

We've another fascinating article by local 
author, Terry Crowdy. You can read more 
about Arthurôs story in Terryôs book, 
Formidable: Arthur Flintôs War Against 
Tirpitz and the Kamikaze, published by Pen 
and Sword Maritime. I wonder if any have 
done similar pub crawls in the past or will 
recreate this one, sadly without the Army and 
Navy. Back in the early 1970s AF ran a series 
about local pubs, would an updated version  
be of interest to readers? Please let us know.  
 

One local micropub that didn't exist in 1972 is 
the Prince of Ales in the High Street - just 
awarded Medway Pub of the Year. Opened in 
2016, they have a great collection of old 
photos. Keeping with the pub theme, Friends 
of the Flying Saucer in Hempstead have been 
busy fundraising to reopen the pub. Check out 
their website fofs.org.uk for upcoming events. 
 

The former nursery in Cozenton Park is now 
very different. After the photo of Rainham 
Spectacular last month, there are more 
fantastic photos of the event from Stephen 
Hales - www.rainham-history.co.uk/cozenton  
One event highlight at St Margaretôs Church 
comes up on 1st May. American singer, Curtis 
Stigers, is performing at the Rainham Piano 
festival (see p5 for more). 
 

After a dull few months itôs been lovely to 
have a very sunny early Spring. There have 
been spectacular blossom displays on our 
trees. We all have our favourites but magnolia 
flowers have been particularly impressive this 
year. Whether itôs the effects of óNo Mow 
Mayô or just general seed dispersal, it seems 
that flowers such as primroses and cowslips 
are spreading quite successfully in the garden, 
giving a beautiful carpet of colour.  
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

What a shame!  
 

On April 11th 2025, Sainsburyôs will close  
the café.  This large, quiet and airy space, 
sunny in spring and warm in winter will be 
gone, along with the toilets.   
What will replace it?   
 

I have a long association with the  
Hempstead Valley; I served breakfasts to  
the building workers when it was being 
constructed, I worked in the accounts  
section when the Savacentre store first  
opened, though I cannot remember when  
the restaurant first opened.     
My sister was a bank nurse at the Medway 
when her children were young.  She was 
involved in a small incident when her 
youngest boy grabbed a hot black coffee  
from the counter and scalded himself.   
With quick thinking, my sister went to the  
kitchen and applied cold water.  After that, 
Sainsburys installed coffee machines for  
their hot drinks.  
 

I had a cup of coffee and cake after my 
shopping trip to Sainsburyôs yesterday and  
sat observing the other patrons - a  
grandfather, daughter and grandchild,  
groups of elderly ladies having a chat,  
mothers with babes in prams, couples  
having lunch.  What a shame this excellent 
facility will disappear.  
 

Olwen OôDowd 
 
Cozenton Park 
 

(As usual) it was very interesting to read  
about how Cozenton Park came into being  
and its subsequent development.  
With regards to the steam traction engine on 
the front page of AF, I decided to do a bit of 
research.  
She is a Marshall general-purpose steam 
traction engine, no. 56125. Built in 1911  
and still in existence, I found a YouTube  
video of her from a year ago. Perhaps she 
could be invited to reattend the opening of  

the allotments if there's to be one?  
 

Deb Summers, Twydall Lane.  

 
Next issue : May 28th, 2025 
Copy date : May 19th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

St Michael & All Angels Hartlip Teas 
 

Dear Editor,  
Sunday 4th May will see the return of our 
Famous Sunday Teas, running from 3 – 5 pm. 
Sunday 1st June will also coincide with 
Hartlip Open Gardens. 
 

Can we encourage your readers to put these 
dates in the diary and watch this space.  
 
Upchurch Choral Society VE Day Concert 
 

Dear Editor,  
On Sunday 11th May, 7.30pm, we invite 
readers to join us at St Maryôs Church, 
Upchurch for a varied selection of music and 
words (and some audience participation) to 
honour this occasion 
 

£12 tickets available on the door (cash or 
cheque only please) or contact Liz Walters   
for more info or to reserve tickets: 
01634 361897/kbl.walters@talk21.com  
 
Rainham Historical Society  
 

We are a local group who meet on the 4th Wed 
of each month (Sept to April) in St Margaretôs 
Millennium Centre, ME8 9HB 
Talks are varied, covering interesting and 
historical events in the local area and Kent but 
will also encompass subjects and people that 
have changed lives in the past.   
Entry is £3, visitors are welcome and there is 
always time for refreshments and socialising!  
Contact Olwen OôDowd on 01634 263622. 

Rainham Theatrical Society - óThe Good 
Lifeô 
 

Dear Editor,  
The Good Life is adapted by Jeremy Sams  
and based on the TV series by John  
Esmonde & Bob Larbey 
 

When Tom and Barbara Good decide to 
exchange the pressures of the rat race for an 
alternative, more sustainable way of living, 
they set about turning their suburban home  
in Surbiton into a model of self-sufficiency. 
It's the good life for them – but not for  
Margo and Jerry Leadbetter, who live next 
door and are desperately trying to maintain  
the Surbiton status quo. 
A wellyful of laughs is promised when this 
popular sitcom is brought to the stage! 
 

8th, 9th and 10th May 
15th, 16th and 17th May 
 

Curtain up at 8pm, Sat matinee at 5pm 
 

Book tickets at: 
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk  
or phone 03336 663366 
 
Plant and Cake Sale - Gillingham 
 

Gillingham Parish Church, St. Mary 
Magdalene, Gillingham Green ME7 1SS 
Refreshments etc. 
 

Saturday 24th May,  
11am - 1pm, with refreshments etc. 
Come and enjoy 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т нv9 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
LƴŘƻƻǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

VE Day Celebration 
 

Please come and join Rainham Historical 
Society at their óVE DAY Celebrationô. 
Singalong with óTwo in Harmonyô, Fun Quiz 
20 Questions True or False, Tea/Coffee with 
biscuits, Raffle, óMemoriesô Open Forum, 
1940ôs dress optional!  
 

Wed 21st May 2025  
7.30 – 9pm, Millennium Centre, ME8 9HB  
 

Fee £2.00 on the door.  
Contact 01634 263622 for further details. 
 
Hempstead Village Fayre  
 

18th May, 11am to 4pm.  
 

Many stalls, classic cars, arena events,  
childrenôs rides, food and drink.  
Free entry - come along and have fun! 
 
BWAG in May 
 

18th - Woodland task day is a vegetation 
survey of Primrose Banks.  
Meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments for 
9.45am, ME7 3JZ. 
All volunteers welcome. Please dress for the 
work/weather. Bring snacks and a drink.  
 

21st - Club Night presentation óPlants Have 
Feelings Too!ô with Clive Nuttman.  
Blacksmithôs Barn, ME7 3JU (adjacent to 
Pickwick Motors).  
7.30pm, £5 on the door with refreshments.   
 

Call 07772 920359 or check out Facebook 
& info@bwag.org.UK 

 

Wigmore Ladies Club 
 

We are a cheerful group of ladies who  
would love to have you join us. 
 

Meeting each 3rd Wednesday of the month  
at the Howard Memorial Hall in Woodside, 
we have speakers and other activities as  
well as a lovely cuppa.   
Why not come along between 2 -4 pm.   
The date for May is 21st. 
 

Call 07943 178362 for any further details. 
    
 

 Word on the Streets 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.  It  

  is much appreciated.  If you think you can  
  help with any of the following roads then  
  please contact Anne:  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
  Ten Acre estate (6 roads) 
  Littlefield Rd etc (5 roads) 
  Solomon Rd (Scott Ave - Russell Ave) (46)  
  Russell Ave (28) 
  Chichester Cl (26) 
  Gloucs Cl (20) 
  Temporary cover for Moor Park Cl (90) 
 

  Parkwood/Wigmore 
  Maidstone Rd (Deanwood Dr/  
  Woodside Rd to Fairview Ave) (118) 
  Deanwood Dr - Queendown Ave (16) 
 

  Hempstead 
  Birch Grove (100),  
  Medlar Cl (17), Plumtree Grove (30) 

mailto:info@bwag.org.UK


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 

Rainham Community Awards 2025 
 

The award nominations page is now  
officially open!!  There are 9 different  
categories - for individuals, businesses and 
organisations.  
Why not have a look at them and see if there 
is a special person or organisation you would 
like to nominate: bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025  
 

Nominations close 25th July and the awards 
night is Sept 13th at St Margaretôs Church. 
 
St. Margaretôs Rainham Arts 
 

Piano Festival 
Thurs 1st - Mon 5th May  
(including Curtis Stigers, Dominic 
Ferris, Julian Joseph, Kanneh-Massons, Paddy 
Milner and others) 
 

Hamlet Play 
Saturday 10th May  
 

Musician, Ahmed Dickinson  
Saturday 31st May  
 

Billy Joel Tribute Act 
Friday 6th June  
 

Musician, Nôfamady  
Saturday 14th June  
 

The Wild Murphyôs Band 

Thursday 26th June  
 

Shoe Baby Family Show 

Saturday 28th June  
 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or e-mail: 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

VE DAY 80th Anniversary Celebration  

 

Wednesday 7th May, 1.30-4.30pm 
Bredhurst Church Charity Shop    
 

Free refreshments served and all items sold 
as 'Buy one - Get one free'.   
With patriotic music playing and a Grand 
Draw, all proceeds will be donated to 
S.S.A.F.A. - the Armed Forces Charity.   
 

Shop is located in Hurstwood Rd,  
Bredhurst (rear of Village Hall). 
Any enquiries to June Cox -  
07842 216116. We look forward to 
welcoming you to this special event.  
 
RATS VE Day 80th Anniversary Concert 
 

Friday 30 & Saturday 31 May at 8pm 
 

WWII in words and music remembering 
those who served and sacrificed their lives 
for their country. 
Evacueeôs memories, the role of the Land  
Army, with excerpts from the play óLilies  
on the Landô.  The concert will culminate  
in a rousing patriotic finale.  
 

Book tickets at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
or phone 03336 663366 
 
Save the Day! 
 

Calling all Crafters and Horticulturists to 
enter this yearôs Hempstead Horticultural  
and Craft Fayre 
 

6th September 2025 
 

Children and Adult classes, details from 
Hempstead Library 

New Book Club for Rainham 
 

Sunburst Books is hoping to start a 
friendly book club and weôre looking  
for someone enthusiastic to lead it!  
If you enjoy bringing people together, love 
talking about books and want to help shape a 
welcoming space for readers, weôd love to hear 
from you.   
 

Interested? Contact Luke on 07599 745097 or 
lukefoord@live.co.uk to find out more! 

 

Profits from Action Forum are  
distributed between a number of charities. 

https://bit.ly/RainhamAwards2025
http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

May in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

It has been a lovely month, although with a lot 
of cold wind and No Rain, which is starting to 
get worrying.   
Still, I have felt inspired to go to work in the 
garden and various sections are starting to 
look much better.  You may remember that I 
love Alpine plants and have several troughs.  
Last weekend, we went to an Alpine Garden 
Society show near Chesterfield and visited a 
wonderful specialist nursery nearby.  We 
bought a lot of plants, but I had followed my 
own advice and cleared all the weeds and  
dead plants from the troughs beforehand, so 
am proud to tell you they are all planted and 
look really good!   
It has spurred me on to other areas in the 
garden and we are gradually bringing it back 
to the way we want it to look. 
 

Shrub of the month 
We have two plants of 
Viburnum x burkwoodii, 
which are great when  
situated on a boundary.   
They arenôt fussy over soil 
type, and ours seem very 
robust and take pruning 
into different shapes.   
They have been blooming 

for a while yet look to have a few more  
weeks of flower in them. Their flowers are 
very fragrant and good for pollinators. 
 

Jobs for the month 
I am still planting seeds, pricking them out  
and planting in the garden and, as Primroses 
and Polyanthus fade, I am splitting them up 
and potting them to make strong plants for 
next year.   
I am enjoying relocating plants as my aim is  
a flower-filled garden.  Look out for  
summer-flowering bulbs, such as Crocosmia 
which come in a wide range of orange, red  
and yellow tones.  This is another plant that 
flowers into autumn, extending the season  
and very useful for bees and hoverflies. 
As the weather is still dry, save tap water to 
prevent your leaf mould and compost bins 
from drying out.  It will speed compost  
making and enable you to make more mulch  
to aid your shrubs and condition the soil. 
Please leave some grassy areas from May to 
Sept to enable wild flowers to flourish.  I  
have been leaving my grass too long into the 
winter so will try this method this year. 
 

Check out our new look website!  I found it 
very interesting and much easier to navigate. 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

 

Happy Gardening, Victoria Golding    
(Kent Wildlife Trust, Wild About Gardens 
Advisor) 
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Rainham Locations Gone-By 
 

We received this letter recently and wondered 
how many residents could identify some of the 
location's named in it.  A lot has changed but 
many landmarks and localities remain the 
same.  The whole article, with photos, can be 
found on the Rainham History website.  
 

The cover of Action Forum recently featured a 
view of Rainham High St in 1963, showing a 
detached house on the left, opposite the 
Orchard Street junction.  
óConningsbyô was where I lived as a baby and 
it was my Mother's home for many years.  My 
Grandmother, Alice Hughes, had moved there 
with her four children, Stuart, Gladys, Dorothy 
(my mother) and, born in 1927, Bernard.  
In 1935, Bernard had been playing football on 
Rainham Rec and was walking home with his 
ball.  He walked up Scott Ave, turned right 
onto the High St but, just opposite the current 
Charcoal Grill, an older boy punched the ball 
into the road.  Rainham High St was nothing 
like the busy road of today but, sadly, as 
Bernard stepped into the road he was struck by 
a milk delivery lorry and killed.  He was just 8.  
My mother had left Orchard St School at 14 to 
work in London but returned to help her 
mother cope with the loss.  This was followed 
shortly by Stuart having a serious motorbike 
accident at Luton Arches.  It was as a result of 
his accident that traffic lights were later 
installed at this dangerous junction.  
In 1942, my mother Dorothy, married Arthur 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

Brown in St Margaretôs Church.   
They had met before the war, in London  
and, at the time of their marriage, he was 
serving on His Majesty's Hospital Ship, 
Vasna. They had a very short honeymoon  
and did not see each other again until  
March 1945, when the Vasna returned to  
the UK for repairs.  
After just a week, they were, once again, 
separated until he was demobilised in 1946. 
On Nov 8th, 1945, however, in Canada 
House, Gillingham (then a Royal Naval 
Hospital), a boy was born and was named 
Bernard, in memory his uncle.   
That boy was me, Bernard Brown. 
 

From the early fifties, I lived in Lower  
Pump Lane, attending Rainham C of E 
School in Station Road, followed by  
Chatham Technical School. In 1974, I  
moved to Henry Street and, three moves  
later, in 2006, to Burgundy, France.  
I regularly visited my mother in Rainham  
until her death, at the age of 96, in Jan  
2015. I well remember her delivering  
copies of Action Forum, on her bicycle, to 
Lower Rainham residents, in it's very early 
days.  
It would be lovely to hear from anyone who 
remembers me. 
 

If anyone wants to get in touch with Mr 
Brown then please donôt hesitate to contact  
us at Action Forum and we can pass on his 
email. 



 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 

10 

Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 
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Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

Rainham History     (T Crowdy) 
 

Wartime Pub Crawl 
 

Us Crowdies were DFLs, escaping the 
deprivations of my native Hackney in search 
of a quieter existence in a quaintly named 
place called Twydall, before moving to 
Rainham in 1985. Here I am forty years later 
although, in my head, I am still a Londoner 
and, to the Kent folk among you I expect, I  
am still a DFL. 
After moving here in 1978, we found a family 
connection to the Medway Towns. My 
maternal Grandfather, Arthur Flint, underwent 
training in Chatham Dockyard during the war. 
A native of Barking (Essex), Arthur attended 
the Stewardsô School at HMS Pembroke in 
1943 before setting off on an epic adventure 
that took him from Chatham to the USA, the 
Arctic Circle, Gibraltar, Suez and Australia, 
before taking part in the aerial bombardment 
of Japan.  

 

Before the atom bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima, Arthur noticed an order posted  
on the bridge of the aircraft carrier 
HMS Formidable instructing the British 
Pacific Fleet to move two hundred miles out  
to sea. Puzzled why they were moving away 
from Japan, Arthur shrugged and delivered  
his tray of tea. It was only later, when they 
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announced the use of a new type of bomb 
and the destruction of Hiroshima, that the 
penny dropped. Arthur realised theyôd been  
ordered out to sea as a safety precaution. 
 

Arthur was full of anecdotes, mostly about 
the two kamikaze hits on Formidable in  
May 1945. When under attack, Flint was  
an ammunition loader in one of the 4.5ò  
gun turrets. It was back-breaking work, in 
tropical heat, dressed in asbestos óanti-flashô 
protection. Arthur witnessed the grizzly  
aftermath of these attacks and never forgot. 
But before all that, Arthur had happier  
memories of his time in Medway. He told  
me of a pub-crawl he and his mates would 
make through Rainham. They would take  
the bus from Pembroke to Upchurch and  
then walk back, stopping at every pub on  
the Lower Rainham Road. Assuming they 
started at The Crown in Upchurch, they 
would have visited The Three Sisters at  
Otterham Quay, The Angel at the foot of 
Station Road, the Army & Navy and The 
Three Mariners, before crossing over into 
Grange and then the pubs of Gillingham.  
The Upchurch-to-Rainham leg of the  
journey is about two and a half miles, an 
hourôs walk on a normal day. I might well  
re-enact this part of my Grandfatherôs  
wartime service when the summer comes! 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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Climate Conversations 
 

Urban Tree Watch 2025 
 

I had never heard of this so clicked on the 
link, intrigued. 
We are experiencing warmer, wetter winters, 
hotter, drier summers and higher temperatures 
in our cities. This seems to be causing an  
increase in pests and diseases the UK hasnôt 
been affected by previously. 
Over 80% of the population now lives in an 
urban area.  Dirty air, risk of flooding and 
rising temperatures are just some of the 
threats to our physical and mental health.  
Trees in urban areas are hugely important in 
mitigating the situation, something Action 
Forum has highlighted in previous issues. 
 

The aim is for members of the public to pick a 
tree near to where they live or work and  
document it at regular intervals throughout 
the seasons of the year. 
The website, óTrees for Citiesô states: 
Amazing things are happening in urban  
nature that get missed.  People taking part in 
citizen science are helping support initiatives 
such as advocating for biodiversity or  
protecting existing green spaces.  
The app iNaturalist is a great example of  
citizen science and how everyone can  
contribute to research.   

 

Nobody needs to be a tree expert but you will 
probably learn a lot through the year,  
especially as you take a photograph of the tree 
each time. There is a short online survey to 
fill in four times a year and, if you sign up, 
reminders will be sent out in the óTree Timesô 
newsletter. Why not give it a go? 

Memorial Trees 
 

Continuing on the subject of trees,  
Medway Council has a lovely way to both 
increase our local tree population and  
remember those special people in our  
lives at the same time! 
 

If youôre looking for a way to create a  
memorial for a loved one then you can  
apply to plant a memorial tree in a  
designated area of one of our Country 
Parks.  
I remember wishing I could have a tree 
planted when my grandparents passed 
away.  They had lived in Liverpool but I 
wanted somewhere local that my children 
could pass by regularly and be reminded  
of these special elderly people who were  
in their lives for a short time. It wasnôt  
really an option back then so I was  
excited to read that it is now being  
actively encouraged. 
 

Memorial trees are planted between  
November and January each year and, if a 
tree is damaged in the first year, the  
country park will pay for a replacement. 
The guide price of a traditional fruit tree, 
including planting and staking is around 
£200 plus VAT. 
 

How to apply for one 
Go online to Medway.gov.uk and click 
through the following links: 
Home - Leisure and libraries  - Parks and 
Play areas - Apply for a memorial tree 
 

Download and complete the memorial  
tree form then upload it to the application 
form. 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200142/leisure_and_libraries
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200184/parks_and_play_areas
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200184/parks_and_play_areas
https://www.medway.gov.uk/downloads/file/1827/website_memorial_tree_application_form
https://www.medway.gov.uk/downloads/file/1827/website_memorial_tree_application_form


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

27th April  - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am,  
Old Lodge Ashdown Forest, TN22 3JD,  
what3words: shuffles.proclaimed.shouted,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

29th April - The Tuesday Social, óShake Me Up Sallyô, £5, 
Memorial Hall, ME9 7ES, Liz on 01795 842272 
 

30th April - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 6.30am,  
Vinters Park NR, ME14 5PT, what3words: stays.shuts.trap 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

3rd May - come and sing the classics, St Maryôs Upchurch, 
10.30am-4pm, £15, concert at 3.30pm, 01634 361897 or 
kbl.walters@talk21.com  

 

4th May - St Micheals and all Angels Famous Sunday Tea. 
Hartlip, 3-5pm 
 

6th May - óGreen Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH  

 

7th May - VE Day Celebration, Bredhurst Church Charity 
Shop, 1.30-4.30pm, óbuy one get one freeô on all stock,  
proceeds to SSAFA, free refreshments, June Cox on 07842 
216116 (p7 for more) 
 

8th/9th/10th May - RATS presents óThe Good Lifeô,  
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, (see p3 for more)  

 

10th May - VE Day Afternoon of Music, 2-4pm  
Celebrate this historic event with us, grass precinct next to 
St Matthews Church, Drewery Drive, ME8 0TG (or inside  
if wet), delicious homemade cakes. Proceeds to RBL in  
recognition of the sacrifices made by men and women in  
the service of our country.  
 

11th May - VE Day commemoration, with selection of 
music and words to honour the occasion, St Maryôs Church, 
Upchurch, £12, (p5) 01634 361897/kbl.walters@talk21.com  
 

12th May - Medway Music Club with Tony Stace,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

14th May - óSextent to Sat-Nav - 45 years in Aviationô  
East Medway u3a, 2pm, St Paulôs Parkwood, £3,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

15th/16th/17th May - RATS presents óThe Good Lifeô,  
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, (see p3 for more) 
 

18th May - BWAG Woodland Task Day, vegetation  
survey, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, 
bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  

 

18th May - Hempstead Village Fayre, 11am-4pm,  
 

20th May - RSPB Medway Indoor Talk, óConservation 
Work at Wildwoodô by Suzanne Kynaston, 7pm, £4.50, 
Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway or facebook.com/groups 
info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

21st May - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  

 

21st May - BWAG Club Night, óPlants have feelings too!ô 
Clive Nuttman, 7.30pm, Blacksmiths Barn, Bredhurst, £5. 
 

21st May - VE Day Celebrations with Rainham Historical 
Society, 1940ôs attire optional, 7.30pm, £2,  
Millenium Centre, 01634 263622, (see p5). 
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Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

23rd May - AGM followed by history talk, Medway 
Geographical and Local History Society, £4pp, 2pm, 
Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

30th/31st May - VE Day 80th Anniversary Concert,  
8pm, Story of World War II in words and music. The 
concert will culminate in a rousing patriotic finale, (p7) 
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or 03336 663366 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 07943 178362 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, every 2nd Tues of mth, 
7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, £3.50 including  
refreshments. Visiting speakers, demonstrations, raffle, 
quiz, annual Sept show. 01634 853884 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcr icketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham  
School for Girls. rainhamladieschoir.com or 
email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662    
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, £2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 
 

HempstARA Art Club, 2nd and 3rd Tues of mth,  
Scout Hall, £7, 07710 406154/01634 389054 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society (MAPSL), 
restoring vintage aircraft at Rochester Airport,  
visitors welcome Mon, Wed, Sun from 9.30am,  
contact www.mapsl.com 
 

The Tuneless Choir, Memor ial Hall, School Lane,  
Lower Halstow, Contact Liz on 01795 842272 
 

Art Group, Tuesdays, 10am, Twydall Comm Hub    
 

The Music Man Project, accessible music education 
Sarah Mann, 07909515439 mmpkent@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Voices choir, Thurs 8pm, St Matthew's 
Community Centre, Roger 07774 457001 
wigmorevoices.weebly.com  
 

Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Music Gp, every Tues, 
1.45pm, All Saints, Hôstead, sjcross13@outlook.com 
 

Medway Watersports Centre, 
sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk 
 

Oast House Badminton, each Tues, 7pm, £5pp, 
cescottie@htomail.com  
 

Medway Towns Bands, every Tues and Wed,  
Hempstead Infants, mail@medwaytownsbands.uk  
01474 745318  
 

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:mmpkent@gmail.com
mailto:sjcross13@outlook.com
mailto:sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk
mailto:cescottie@htomail.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 

 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment, all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  

 
 

 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

ELDERLY TRANSPORT  
We shop with you and return you 
home for that caring touch. 
01634 578590.  

 

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living.  
Presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
A womenôs organisation based on 
friendship and service, supporting 
local and overseas charities, we  
meet two Tues a month at Upchurch 
Golf Club for lunch and a meeting, 
usually with a speaker, on various 
topics. Interested in joining?  
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery.  
Seat repairs. Foam replacement.   
Michael 07941 227921 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
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Looking to volunteer? 
 

Sunburst Books would like 
extra volunteers to help man 
the shop late afternoon but 
also anyone who might be 
able to help with listing books 
online as well as packing and 
posting those that are sold.  

 

Pop in for a chat - 21 Station 
Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS  

mailto:mvw781@gmail.com
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


