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Steam Engine at Rainham Spectacular, Cozenton Park May 1973  

Unlike other parks created over 100 years ago, Cozenton Park was a  
relatively recent addition to our open spaces. With the expansion of housing starting  

in the late 1950s, Gillingham Council identified the need for additional recreational areas.  
As a result, by the early 1970s, Cozenton Park was opened,  

along with Wigmore Park and Kings Frith playing fields. 
 

(Photo thanks to Stephen Hales)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

I found it fascinating to read about the history 
of the Elm Court site last month and wonder 
about all the things the people of Rainham 
must have seen and heard at that time.   
The sketch and map were enlightening and 
have given me a different perspective when I 
now drive in those roads.   

That being the case, I was delighted to read 
the memories of the two gentlemen who  
wrote in regarding the article. I am waiting to 
receive a letter regarding the propeller!! 
 

What a difference some days of sunshine and 
warmth make.  The bulbs are beginning to 
flower, the May blossom has opened up and 
Spring is definitely in the air.  The advice of 
Victoria on p8 might be really helpful for 
some whilst Carol Donaldson’s walk was 
extremely enlightening - note to self, do not 
feed squirrels. 
 

There are quite a few adverts and letters 
regarding volunteering needs.   
For those of us working and with families, it 
can sometimes feel almost impossible to 
imagine having enough space in the timetable 
for volunteering but, when it is possible, the 
rewards are immense.  
Perhaps one of the various options listed in 
this edition might be something you feel able 
to think about.  My advice is to start with a 
small regular commitment.  I promise you 
won’t regret it. 
 

I am excited to see how the Cozenton project 
develops.  As the weather is improving, it is 
definitely worth a wander to investigate 
progress.  You might spot Leon and other 
members of the Eco Hub and Tree Group hard 
at work!   
Enjoy your respective Easter’s. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Gibralter Gun Emplacement  
 

Good Morning, 
Having read Roland Bird’s account of the 
Gibraltar gun emplacement, it reminded me  
of when in the 1960’s I and a group of  
friends wandering across the woods and  
fields around Capstone discovered a  
wooden propeller, no doubt from the  
dummy airfield which was sited there  
during the war.    
I recall we carried the very heavy propeller 
back to Hempstead but what became of it  
who knows!! 
 

Regards, John Weir 
 
Gibralter Gun Emplacement  
 

Dear Editor, 
An interesting article - thank you. 
I looked-up Elm Court on Google Earth  
and clicked on “1940” in the bottom corner  
of the map - I wondered if the seven ‘rings’ 
clearly shown are the outlines of the gun 
emplacements referred to by Mr Roland  
Bird in his article. 
 

I remember your early issues arriving  
through my door following my move to 
Mierscourt Road, Rainham in 1969 and  
now, aged 86, I deliver copies in Woodruff 
Close and part of Horsham Lane. 
 

With Best Wishes and thanks to your team, 
Keith Budden 
 
The Tuneless Choir  
 

Dear Editor, 

What is The Tuneless Choir I hear you ask?  
It is a real thing - a group of all ages who  
just enjoy singing for the pure joy and fun  
of it, regardless of how well you sing.  
We are starting a Tuneless Choir right here  
in Lower Halstow and anticipate it being  
very popular so please do book a place! 
 

Monday 7th April, 7.15 – 8pm 
Memorial Hall, School Lane  
£5 per person 
Contact Liz  - 01795842272 for more info. 

 
Next issue : April 23rd, 2025 
Copy date : April 14th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Come and Sing Choral Classics 
 

Dear Editor,  
Upchurch Choral Society invite readers to join 
us for the day.  Try singing ‘I Was Glad’ by 
Parry, ‘Ave Verum’ by Mozart and other 
beautiful choral classics led by Music Director 
Francesca Massey and accompanist Janet 
Stone.  
We finish the day with a short concert open to 
the public. 
 

Saturday 3rd May 2025, 10.30am to 4pm 
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch ME9 7AL 
Cost: £15 for day’s singing (includes tea/
coffee), £2 admission to concert at 3.30. 
 

Contact Liz Walters 01634 61897 or email 
kbl.walters@talk21.com for further details  
and an application form (advance booking 
required). 
 
St Michael & All Angels Hartlip Teas 
 

Dear Editor,  
Sunday 4th May will see the return of our 
Famous Sunday Teas, running from 3 – 5 pm. 
Sunday 1st June will also coincide with 
Hartlip Open Gardens. 
 

Can we encourage your readers to put these 
dates in the diary and watch this space.  
 
An afternoon with Rainham Ladies Choir 
 

Dear Editor,  
We invite readers to join us for a wonderful 
concert at St Margaret’s Church, Rochester 

13th April - 3pm , tickets £5 on the door  
 

The choir sing ‘many different styles and 
genres of music from early madrigals to 
modern show and popular songs’. 
 
Murder on the Airwaves! 
 

Join us for a murder mystery set in the  
1940’s at the B.O.M.B radio station. 
 

Saturday 12th April 
United Reformed Church Hall, ME7 4PU 
2pm and 7:30pm 
 

Saturday 26th April  
Upchurch Village Hall, ME9 7EU 
2pm and 7:30pm 
 

Come along for a giggle and see if you can 
catch a killer!! 
To book tickets or a table contact: 
threetownscommittee@gmail.com  
or call/text 07720953383 
 

Refreshments available but own drinks and 
nibbles are also welcome. 
 
Shake Me Up Sally Folk Quartet 
This popular group are returning for a great 
evening with the Tuesday Social,  
 

Tuesday 29th April 
Memorial Hall, School La, Lower Halstow 
 

£5 on the door, raffle and refreshments.  
Phone Liz on 01795842272 for more. 
 

mailto:kbl.walters@talk21.com


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
£5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 
Call 01634 572187 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

Easter Services for St Augustine of  
Canterbury, Parkwood 
 

17th April, Maundy Thursday 
8pm - Mass of the last Supper 
18th April, Good Friday  
3pm - Solemn liturgy of the Passion of the 
Lord 
19th April, Holy Saturday 
8.30pm - Easter Vigil Mass 
20th April, Easter Sunday 
9am and 11am - Mass services 
 
VE Day Celebration 
 

Please come and join Rainham Historical 
Society at their ‘VE DAY Celebration’. 
Singalong with ‘Two in Harmony’, Fun Quiz 
20 Questions True or False, Tea/Coffee with 
biscuits, Raffle, ‘Memories’ Open Forum, 
1940’s dress optional!  
 

Wed 21st May 2025  
7.30 – 9pm, Millennium Centre, ME8 9HB  
 

Fee £2.00 on the door.  
Contact 01634 263622 for further details. 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club 
 

We are a cheerful group of ladies who would 
love to have you join us. 
Meeting each 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
the Howard Memorial Hall in Woodside, we 
have speakers and other activities as well as  
a lovely cuppa.   
Why not come along between 2 -4 pm.   
The date for April is 16th. 
 

Call 07943 178362 for any further details. 

BWAG March Woodland Day 
 

13 April - 9.45am - April’s task will be the 
continuation of coppicing and prep for  
Bluebell Walk.  Please dress for the work  
and the weather. Bring snacks and a drink.  
 

Meet at the allotments - Hurstwood Rd, 
Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ, 09.45.  Call 07772 
920359 or check out info@bwag.org.UK 

 Word on the Streets 

  

  We appreciate all who volunteer    
  to deliver for us.  It is much 
  appreciated.   

  This month the following roads require  
  volunteers.  If you think you can help with  
  any of them then please contact Anne:  
  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
  Solomon Rd (Scott Ave - Russell Ave) (46)  
  Russell Ave (28) 
  Chichester Cl (26) 
  Gloucs Cl (20) 
 

  Parkwood/Wigmore 
  Deanwood drive -Queendown (16) 
  Deanwood Cl (17), Callam Cl (16) 
  Cowbeck Cl (25), Fane Way (31) 
  Lineacre Cl (16), Megby Cl (17) 
  White Gate Ct (8), Capel Cl (44),  
  Maidstone Rd (Deanwood Dr/  
  Woodside Rd to Fairview Ave) (118) 
  Woodpecker Glade (29), Tanker Hill (65)     
  Keytop Walk (14),    
  Lonsdale (228-334 & no 239-365) (111) 

mailto:info@bwag.org.UK


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£37 per month 
£99 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk


 

 
 7 

Community continued... 

Rainham Community Awards 2025 
Sept 13th, St Margaret’s Church 
 

We’d love to have local people to help bring 
this celebration of local heroes to life. 
We need: 
• VIP Co-ordinator, to invite and welcome 

our special guests 
• Nominations Committee member, finding 

the people that deserve to be recognised 
• Fundraising Team member, assisting with 

securing sponsorships and event funding 
• Decorations Team member, setting the 

scene on our evening 
• Catering Co-ordinator, ensuring guests 

are well-fed and happy to mingle 
• Welcomers, starting the evening as the 

first smiling faces guests see on arrival 
• Tech Crew member, ensuring smooth 

running of the AV equipment and all  
other technical issues  

 

Recently retired? Gone part-time? Looking 
for a DofE volunteering area? If you think 
you can contribute to any of these areas then 
contact: 
Rainhamcommunityawards@gmail.com 
 
St. Margaret’s Rainham Arts 
 

Musician,, Big Boy Bloater  
Friday 4th April  

 

Rainham Poetry Festival 
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th April  
 

Rat Pack Tribute 
Friday 25th April  

Piano Festival 
Thursday 1st - Monday 5th May  
(including Curtis Stigers, Dominic Ferris, Julian 
Joseph, Kanneh-Massons, Paddy Milner and 
others) 
 

Hamlet Play 
Saturday 10th May  
 

Musician, Ahmed Dickinson  
Saturday 31st May  
 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or e-mail: 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
Gillingham Lions 
 

For the last 55 years, 
Gillingham Lions Club have 
served Gillingham, Rainham 
and district and, for the last 15 
years, the whole of Medway.    
We have supported numerous local charity 
appeals, hospital projects, hundreds of 
families in need, youth groups and Lions 
initiated projects.  We have annually 
delighted thousands of children by bringing 
Father Christmas to them for over 30 years. 
 

Sadly, our membership is getting older and 
all this could be at risk if we don't get some 
additional younger members.  We meet 
monthly for business and again, monthly, for 
an informal social get-together.   
Please come and join the Family of Lions 
To find out more please go to our website 
and get in touch through the contact details 
provided.   www.gillinghamlionsclub.org.uk 
 

Chris Iles,  
Proud member for 55 years 

New Book Club for Rainham 
 

Sunburst Books is hoping to start a 
friendly book club and we’re looking  
for someone enthusiastic to lead it!  
If you enjoy bringing people together, love 
talking about books and want to help shape a 
welcoming space for readers, we’d love to hear 
from you.   
 

Interested ? Contact Luke on 07599 745097 or 
lukefoord@live.co.uk to find out more! 

First Floor space for rent  
 

Sunburst Books has two upstairs rooms 
available.   

 

Perhaps you are a tutor looking for 
space to rent, daytime or evening?  

 

Why not contact Luke Foord to discuss 
your ideas? 

07599 745097 or lukefoord@live.co.uk 

http://www.gillinghamlionsclub.org.uk/


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

Early Spring Wildlife-Friendly Gardening  
 

It is only recently that I started gardening in 
earnest this year.  Our normal garden routine 
was completely wrecked by our holiday in NZ 
(I will mention interesting things from this as 
the months go on).  We returned to cold, grey 
weather so when it changed to brighter skies, 
we began to assess the damage.  No sooner 
had we started, a debilitating virus sent me to 
bed for a week, followed by a long convales-
cence!  We are very behind this year.   

 

However, even though we missed some of the 
crocus and most of the snowdrops, the beauty 
of the wildlife-friendly garden is that it 
doesn’t depend on annual refreshment.  Old 
friends pop up to provide the scent, colour  
and forms that delight our senses, plus the  
all-important nectar and pollen for our insects.  
Some of our early-flowering shrubs have been 
visited prolifically this year, showing that a 
large flowering shrub with simple flowers can 
provide much sustenance at important times  
of the year.  We have had an enormous 
number of queen bumble bees and a variety  
of early butterflies so, although the decline in 
insects is continuing, a garden without 
chemicals is a haven.  In fact, latest research 
shows that chemical use is the most important 
factor in species decline. 
 

Shrubs of the season 
After the winter-flowering honeysuckle, 
daphnes and stachyurus have finished, I find 
fruit trees and bushes are the next thing to  
give plenty of flower in a small area, with  
the added advantage of providing a crop, or  
at least winter food, for birds and mammals.   
I like to give the May-July period a boost  
with a single-flowered philadelphus. 
 

Job for the month 
Seed sowing and pricking out is my greatest 
joy at the moment.  I saved seed from last 
year’s special plants and hope to be able to 
increase my stocks.  Bees want variety but  
like a lot of one type they enjoy eg. poached 
egg plant (Limnanthes douglasii).   
More research on feeding birds in the garden 
has shown how easily avian diseases are 
spread, meaning conservation organisations  
no longer recommend bird tables.  The ideal  
is to have plenty of food being produced in  
the garden, so birds are less concentrated.   
Bird baths/water need daily cleaning. 
 

We are doing a variety as a Wild about 
Gardens team; one new feature is an eight-
week course on Wildlife Gardening for 
Beginners.  Visit our web page to find 
out about it and our other activities. 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events  
 

Victoria Golding    
(Kent Wildlife Trust, Wild About Gardens Advisor) 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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Winter to Spring at Northward Hill woods 
 

The fog drips from the trees as I head into the 
woods of the RSPB Northward Hill Reserve  
in High Halstow. It's early morning and the 
paths are sticky with mud. Still, there are  
signs of spring if you look for it.  
Great tits are calling a bright two-note alarm 
for others to awaken from their winter 
slumbers and, hidden in the scrub, I can hear 
the flurry of wings as territories are 
established. Down among the leaf litter, 
bluebells are spiking through and the fleshy 
tongues of lords and ladies are emerging. 
 

A clearing opens up before me. Woodland 
clearings like this would once have been 
created by winter storms or wild fires and  
kept open by herds of browsing deer. Now 
teams of volunteers have been busy cutting 
back the trees to allow the light to reach the 
forest floor, heralding in a flush of spring 
flowers. 
 

A bold as brass squirrel sits on its haunches  
in the clearing, tawny forepaws bent in 
supplication. He seems strangely calm for a 
wild creature and suddenly bounds across, 
sniffs my boot and proceeds to clamber up  
my trouser leg. I can feel his tiny claws as he 
scampers onto my shoulder and sniffs my ear. 
No wild animal should be this brave.  
The squirrel climbs onto my hat and sits there 
for a while, allowing me to snap a photograph.  
 

As he descends along my arm, I begin to  
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

suspect that some well-meaning, but  
Misguided, person has been coming to the 
woods and feeding him peanuts. Taming a 
squirrel is unlikely to end well and, lo and 
behold, on reaching my hand and not  
finding a peanut, the squirrel bites me, 
drawing blood. I shake him off and walk 
smartly away but he chases me along the 
path.  
Still bleeding, I emerge from the woodland 
and warn a passing couple out for a walk  
with their children not to take the path I  
have just followed. 
"That squirrel chased us earlier," the man 
says. "We all had to run for it." 
 

A little shaken, I sit down on a bench to  
drink my coffee. Normally there would be  
a fine view of the Thames from the top of  
the hill but today all is shrouded in mist.  
I can hear, but not see the marshes below;  
the flurry of angry coots on the pools,  
rooks nest-building, clattering geese 
preparing to head north. A ship sounds its 
melancholy fog horn as it makes its way  
out to sea.  
Spring has not yet arrived on the marshes  
but it is coming. It is coming.   
As I turn for home, I make sure to take 
another path through the woods! 
 

Carol J Donaldson 
Environmental Consultant 
www.caroldonaldson.co.uk 

http://www.caroljdonaldson.co.uk/


 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

Rainham History       (A James) 
 

Cozenton 
The former Cozenton Farm owned the land; 
Ordnance survey maps show open fields in 
1875, gradually converted to orchards by 
1952. The local map from 1959 shows the 
area as farmland. None of the housing 
development off Berengrave Lane is in 
existence at this time but Cozenton House and 
Berengrove House are clearly marked with 
their associated land.  
 

With the expansion of Rainham, the owner of 
the farm, Mrs F Richardson, realised an 
opportunity to sell 20 acres for development 
but Gillingham Council refused and this was 
upheld by the Minister of Housing on appeal 
in Dec 1957. The land continued as a farm 
whilst housing developments took place 
around. Mrs Richardson passed away in May 
1960 which appears to have been the trigger 
for a review. As a result, Gillingham Borough 
Council acquired 18 acres in 1962 for £18,160 
with remaining land used to build part of the 
Bloors Lane and Penshurst Close housing 
estates. Access to the site was limited so they 
acted to buy other land to allow entrance from 
Birling Avenue (now the car park next to 
Rainham library). Land was also purchased 
from homeowners on Berengrave Lane with  
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one transaction of £35 for a 39 square yards 
triangle of land taking place in Oct 1964. 
 

The council began development of the park 
in May 1969, with a tender for clearing the 
orchards, grassing the park and creating 
paths. The process was successful but an  
article in the Kent Evening Post, Feb 1970,  
detailing the work being carried out, be-
moaned the amount of time it was taking. 
The council would act if the job wasn’t  
completed swiftly. Two years later, the  
council also decided the Gillingham Park 
greenhouses should be located at Cozenton  
- later used by Hadlow College. 
 

By 1972 the park was hosting regular  
exhibitions, such as one for Casey’s Outdoor 
camping equipment. 1972 was also the first 
Rainham Spectacular which took place in 
May and was a massive success, cementing 
the position of the park as a recreational  
venue used for such events, as well as by 
sports teams.  
The next major development was Splashes 
Swimming Pool and Leisure Centre which 
opened on 15th May 1990 but was  
demolished in 2022 due to structural issues.  
It  reopened this July as Cozenton Park  
Leisure centre.  
The site adjacent to Bloors Lane was an old                                                    

    (continued p12)  

 
•   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
•   Extra TV / SKY Points 
•   TV Wall Mounting 
•   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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quarry previously so was there a connection 
to the structural problems?  
 

The skateboarding and BMX bike park was 
built near Splashes in 2010 whilst the green-
houses previously used by Hadlow College 
are no longer in use. Plans have been sub-
mitted for allotments.  
Cozenton Park has evolved a lot over the last 
60 years so hopefully will continue to do so 
for the next sixty. 
 
Cozenton Park Nursery Improvements 
Work has begun to transform Cozenton into a 
beautiful new greenspace.  There will be a 
community tree nursery, community garden  

and allotment plots.  Our very own Leon 
Roskilly has been deeply involved,  
lobbying vigorously then, through the  
Rainham Tree Group and Eco Hub,  
consulting on plans and next steps. 
Work to clear the overgrown areas started 
in Feb 2025 and a new native hedge will  
be planted, alongside native trees.   
As Leon himself said, ‘It’s going to be a 
busy summer!’ 
Below is the plan of how it will look but 
why not pop down and see for yourself  
how the work is coming along? Better still, 
if you have free time on your hands, why 
not see if you can volunteer?! 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 
 

28th March - ‘The Trinity House Story’ by Peter Kean, 
with Medway Geographical and Local History Society, 
£4pp, 2pm, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

28th March - ‘Mapping Landscape Features on Earth, 
Moon and Mars from Orbit’ with Prof Jan-Peter Muller, 
8pm, Bredhurst VH, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

29th March - Quiz Night with Friends of St Margaret’s 
Millenium Centre, 7pm, £5pp, BYO snacks and drinks, 
booking essential. 01634 379796 or 01634 230183 
 

1st April - ‘Green Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

2nd April  - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Samphire 
Hoe, CT17 9FL, what3words: clarifies.warriors.solder,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

7th April - The Tuneless Choir, 7.15-8pm, £5 pp,  
Memorial Hall, School Lane, Contact Liz  - 01795842272  
 

9th April - ‘Women in Policing’ East Medway u3a, 2pm, 
Wigmore Smallholders, £3, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

11th April - Talk by Prof Rodney Buckland, 8pm, 
Bredhurst VH, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

12th April - ‘Murder on the Airwaves’ murder mystery, 
2pm and 7.30pm, URC Hall, ME7 4PU, book on 
07720953383 or threetownscommittee@gmail.com  
 

13th April - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Stodmarsh NNR, 
CT3 4BB, what3words: resemble.scaffold.strategy 
10am, www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 

 

13th April - BWAG Woodland Task Day, coppicing  
selected plots, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, 
Bredhurst, bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

13th April - Rainham Ladies Choir in concert, 3pm, £5pp, 
St Margaret’s Church, Rochester  
 

14th April - Medway Music Club with Robert Davies,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

16th April - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  

 

16th April - BWAG Club Night, Management of 
Bredhurst Woods with Neil Coombs, 7.30pm,  
Blacksmiths Barn, Bredhurst, £5. 
 

23rd April - ‘Chatham Historic Dockyard and the Dock-
yard Historical Society’ with Dr J DeRose, followed by 
AGM, 7pm, Millenium Centre, £3, 01634 263622 
 

25th April - ‘Know Your Way - Atlas of UK Roadways’, 
Alan Mills with Medway Geographical and Local History 
Society, £4pp, 2pm, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

25th April - Mid Kent Astronomical Society AGM, 8pm, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

26th April - ‘Murder on the Airwaves’ murder mystery, 
2pm and 7.30pm, Upchurch Hall, ME9 7EU, book on 
07720953383 or threetownscommittee@gmail.com  
 

29th April - The Tuesday Social, ‘Shake Me Up Sally’, 
£5, Memorial Hall, ME9 7ES, Liz on 01795 842272 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Gillingham Inner Wheel, women’s org based on  
friendship and service, supporting local and overseas 
charities, two Tues a month, Upchurch Golf Club for 
lunch, followed by a meeting on various topics,  
chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,  
Wigmore, 01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, BYcraft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fri AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign language  
(BSL), Monday, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd,  
Ages 10+, 6-8pm, £3 pp, Learn sign language through 
the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Mary’s, every Fri 
7.30pm, sue.rossiter1@outlook.com or contact Liz on 
01634 361897  
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10am, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice mini’s, Sundays, Rainham Social Club, 
Station Rd , Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, £2pp, 07383 915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with a lung condition),  
1st Tues of mth (Feb-Dec), 1-3pm, Twydall  
Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 07775 461573  or 
newmembers@breatheeasymedway.co.uk 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each month, 2pm,  
Smallholders, Wigmore, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each mth, 
7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 

 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment, all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  

 
 

 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

ELDERLY TRANSPORT  
We shop with you and return you 
home for that caring touch. 
01634 578590.  

 

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living.  
Presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
Would you like to join a group of 
ladies in a women’s organisation 
based on friendship and service, 
supporting both local and overseas 
charities?  
We meet two Tues a month at 
Upchurch Golf Club for lunch 
followed by a meeting, usually with  
a speaker, on various interesting 
topics. Interested in joining us? 
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery.  
Seat repairs. Foam replacement.   
Michael 07941 227921 
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THIS SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

 
Square or Landscape shape 

 
 

£37 per month 

£99 for 3 months 
 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Looking to volunteer? 
 

Sunburst Books would like 
extra volunteers to help man 
the shop late afternoon but 
also anyone who might be 

able to help with listing books 
online as well as packing and 

posting those that are sold.  
 

Pop in for a chat - 21 Station 
Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS  

mailto:mvw781@gmail.com
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
Female Painting & 
Decorating 

 

friendly, reliable and tidy 
Qualified and Insured 

 

Get in touch for a free, 
no-obligation quote 

07949 491782 
 

Reviews & photos on my FB 
page @Georgiespainting or 

nextdoor app or Google  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


