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The Gibraltar Gun Emplacement 

 

The Gibraltar Gun Emplacement was a big feature of the local landscape  
back during WW2.  It is now the site of Elm Court Garden Centre and Shopping Village. 

 

On p11, read an article written by local lad Roland Bird,  
recounting his memories of living nearby at the time.  

 

(Sketch thanks to Ted Quy)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

As an editorial team itôs lovely to get feedback 
on content published and the letter this month 
regarding Olwenôs article about Christmas 
was particularly thought-provoking.  
 

Medway Council has initiated a project called 
Rainham Reimagined using design consultants 
to develop plans on how to improve the area. 
It was encouraging to see so many local 
residents attend the consultation launch and 
hopefully lots of comments will be submitted 
to help them build the blueprint for future 
regeneration work. Fingers crossed this 
development plan will be more successful 
than the one in the 1960s. That included a 
bypass and pedestrian area replacing the A2 
between Orchard Street and the church. It was 
left partially begun for 30 years before being 
finally abandoned in the late 1990s. The 
consultation has now closed but we will cover 
any follow up details.  
As mentioned last month, the former 
Cozenton Park Nursery site is being cleared 
for allotments, a community garden and tree 
nursery. Work has begun and this area of the 
park will look very different as the conifer 
hedges bordering the site are being replaced 
with native trees later this year. The 
community garden is planned as a space to 
bring people together with the focus on 
growing food. The Council website has more.  
 

Action Forum is looking for an Advertising 
Manager so, if you feel you can help, please 
see the advert on page 14.  
 

I write this in the midst of a cold and dreary 
few weeks but hope that spring has started to 
bring weather allowing us to enjoy being 
outdoors again by the time this drops through 
your letterbox.  

Letters to the Editor 
 

Olwenôs Christmas Article  
 

Dear Editor 
Please would you be able to pass on thanks 
from my family and I to Olwen for sharing  
her Christmas memories with us. 
 

I read the article whilst on my ówork from 
homeô lunch break.  I thought it was a very 
moving piece and loved how Olwen had 
captured her memories.  I kept the article  
and passed it onto my husband to read a  
few days later on his lunch break.   
He had the same reaction as me, which then 
developed to him reading the article out to  
our children after dinner at the table.  This 
encouraged us to talk about our own  
memories of Christmas.   
It was such a great talking point, one we all 
enjoyed alongside hearing Olwenôs story. 
 

Thanks, Mr and Mrs Turnbull-Jackson 
 
Bingo Evening 
 

Dear Editor, 
The Rotary Club of Gillingham are  
holding a Charity Bingo Evening in aid  
of Medway Parkinson's Group. 
 

Friday 28th February at Upchurch Golf Club.   
 

The evening will start with a 2-course  
supper at 7.00 for 7.30pm & will include 6 
books of bingo numbers per person (more 
books available to buy on the night). 
 

Tickets are £25 and available from:  
Chris Sanford on 01634 220127 or 
thesanfords@screaming.net    
 

Do come & enjoy this fun evening. 
Keith Jackson 
 
Rainham Community Awards 
 

Dear Editor, 
We are gearing up for the 2025 Awards, now 
provisionally booked for Sept 13th. 
 

Last year was bigger and better than ever but 
we would like to offer the opportunity to the 
amazing people of Rainham to join us as  

 
 

 
Next issue : Mar 26th, 2025 
Copy date : Mar 17th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

 

volunteers, planning, preparing and pulling  
the event together. 
Whether you are a community champion or 
have the knack for organising, weôd love to 
have you help bring this celebration of local 
heroes to life. 
 

Roles you may want to consider: 
¶ VIP Co-ordinator, helping us invite and 

welcome our special guests 
¶ Nominations Committee member, finding 

the people within our community that 
deserve to be recognised 

¶ Fundraising Team member, assisting with 
securing sponsorships and event funding 

¶ Decorations Team member, getting creative 
to set the scene on our evening 

¶ Catering Co-ordinator, ensuring guests are 
well-fed and happy to mingle 

¶ Welcome Team member, starting the 
evening as the first smiling faces our guests 
see on arrival 

¶ Tech Crew member, ensuring smooth 
running of the AV equipment and all the 
other technical issues connected with a 
large and old area such as St Margaretôs 

 

Recently retired? Gone part-time? Looking for 
a DofE volunteering area? If you think you can 
contribute to any of these areas then we would 
love to have you onboard. Contact us at: 
Rainhamcommunityawards@gmail.com 
 

Many thanks, 
Russell Poynter 
 
 

 

Corrections 
 

Dear Editor,  
In the last edition on p8 it should have read 
óbridle pathô rather than óbridal pathô 
 

Buried in the Medway website is the fact  
that brown bins can be used for small 
quantities of shredded paper, (page 12).  
 

Terry Hackett 
 

** Thank you so much for the correction.  It is very 
obvious once pointed out and I cannot believe none of  
us noticed it on our proof-reading.  Can I blame 
Americanisms again?!  I am second-guessing myself  
on a number of spellings these days!  
 

As regards the brown bin info, that is a really helpful 
addition to know about.  If any readers know of any  
other items that can be added to the brown bin then  
please donôt hesitate to  let us know. 
 
Jan/Feb front cover photo 
 

I have a friend, Bernard Brown, born in  
1945 while his parents were living in 
Conningsby, the house on your front cover.  
He has sent me some information about the 
family and their time at the house and I 
wonder whether you would be interested  
for a coming edition of Action Forum. 
Thank you and your team for all the hard  
work involved in publishing the magazine,  
I really look forward to new editions  
dropping through my letterbox. 
 

Best regards, Carol Garnham 
 

** We look forward to sharing this info in the future!  



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т нv9 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
LƴŘƻƻǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

Wigmore Ladies Club 
 

We are a cheerful group of ladies who would 
love to have you join us. 
 

Meeting each 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
the Howard Memorial Hall in Woodside, we 
have speakers and other activities as well as  
a lovely cuppa.   
Why not come along between 2 -4 pm. 
The date for March is 19th. 
 

Call 07943 178362 for any further details. 
 
óJust Say Helloô food project  

 

Dear Editor, 

We continue to run a community larder from  
St Margaret's Church, Rainham, aiming to 
help with food insecurity, prevent food  
waste and help the local community.  
 

Tuesdays 9-11am, Thursdays 10am-12pm 
(contributions can be left at Micallef  
Jewellers in shopping centre during shop 
hrs) 
 

Email hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
for any further information.  
 
BWAG Club Night 
 

19 March - 7.30pm - Come and hear about 
The Fox Project with Trevor Williams.  
 

£5, including refreshments  
Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 3JU. 
 

Call 07772 920359 or check out Facebook 
& info@bwag.org.UK  

 

BWAG March Woodland Day 
 

16 March - 9.45am - Marchôs task will be  
the continuation of coppicing of plot 77.  
 

Please dress for the work and the weather. 
Bring snacks/a drink and meet at the  
allotments, Hurstwood Rd. Bredhurst, ME7 
3JZ, All volunteers are welcome.  
 

Call 07772 920359 or check out Facebook 
& info@bwag.org.UK  

 Word on the Streets 

  

  Happy New Year - all the best  
  for 2025! 

  We continue to appreciate all    
  who volunteer to deliver for us.  It is  
  appreciated so much.  Thanks to those who    
  responded to the online appeal for help. 
 

  As we start the new year, the following  
  roads require volunteers.  If you think you   
  can help with any of them then please  
  contact Anne: 07791 585998 

 
  Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
  Tufton Rd (132) 
 

  Parkwood 
  Deanwood drive -Queensdown (16) 
  Cowbeck Cl (25), Fane Way (31) 
  Lineacre Cl (16), Napwood Cl (8),  
  White Gate Ct (8), Capel Cl (44),  
  Long Catlis Rd 110-172 (24),  
  Long Catlis Rd 123-181 (30) 
  Collett Wlk (74)   

mailto:hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk


 

 
 7 

Community continued... 

St. Margaretôs Rainham 
 

By now we have had our first in our year of 
Rainham Arts performances at the church.  
We hope that many of you enjoyed the Beans 
on Toast Family Show. 
As per our last edition, there is so much more 
to come. 
 

Coming up very shortly:  
 

Friday 21st Feb  
óAmerican Divasô  
in tribute to the wonderful talents of  
Madonna, Cher and Tina Turner. 
 

Just Ã16.52 a ticket, come and watch a live 
band perform familiar songs to dance and 
sing along with. 

 
On top of the Pat Jenning evening listed in 
our last edition, in March we also have: 
 

King Pleasure and the Biscuit Boys (a band) 
Saturday 15th March  
 

The Soulettes of Motown Tribute 
Friday 21st March 

 

April sounds very far away but it will be here 
before you know it.  We have some fantastic 
performances on offer but you may have to 
be quick to pick up tickets. 
 

Big Boy Bloater (a musician) 
Friday 4th April  

 

Our Rainham Poetry Festival, including the 
delights of Simon Armitage, takes place  
Friday 11th and Saturday 12th April  

 

Rat Pack Tribute 
Friday 25th April  
 
 

 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts  
or e-mail events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
The Tuesday Social  
 

Join us for an informative talk by David  
Burton, charting the history of the industry 
on the River Medway from Rochester to the 
Estuary. 
 

'Tales of The Riverbank' 
 

Tuesday 25th March , 7.30 pm  
£4 entry per person with refreshments and  
a raffle. 
For more information call Liz 07730893747 
 

The Tuesday Social is a fundraising event for St 
Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow 

 
Parkinsonôs Charity Bingo Evening 
 

Friday 28th Feb, Upchurch Golf Club,  
hosted by the Rotary Club of Gillingham. 
 

Starting at 7 with a 2-course supper before 
the fun starts. £25pp available from  
Chris Sanford on 01634 220127 or 
thesandfords@screaming.net 
 
Last chance to see Dick Whittington 
 

Saturday 22nd Feb, 2pm and 7.30pm,  
Third Ave Community Hall, ME7 2LU. 
 

Ticketsource.co.uk/spdg or 
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk 



 

 

Nature Notes  

 

The Wildlife-Friendly Garden - in New 
Zealand! 
 

By the time you read this we will be home, 
after a warm and stimulating holiday in the 
place where I spent my childhood. The 
environmental and carbon-neutral ethos is 
very strong in New Zealand, and frequently 
carried through to personal gardens. The local 
authorities, and many individuals, plant native 
trees and shrubs much more than I remember 
in my youth. The result is that native birds are 
appearing more regularly in the suburbs as 
these plants provide the nectar and seeds that 
the birds prefer. The introduction, long ago, of 
non-native mammals, such as possums, rats, 
hedgehogsé (plus a long list) still causes 
pressure on recovering populations. Robust 
predator control methods are used with the 
aim of eradicating the unwanted pests. 
 

Incoming settlers in the 19th century brought 
plants that reminded them of home and the 
older gardens still show many of these aspects.  
With more modern architecture arriving, along 
with smaller gardens and the development of a 
national style, featuring plants with interesting 
leaves and textures (many of which we now 
use in our gardens in the UK), have become 
the norm.   
New Zealandôs climate means that there are 

plants flourishing from all over the world in 
the colourful open spaces.  
 

Job for the month 
Turning my thinking to home, I want to 
improve my garden in 2025. Donôt you love  
a new beginning?  
Planting is out of the question during periods 
of severe frosts but you can pick up bargain 
shrubs in garden centres, where there may be 
plants unsold from last year. Repotting with  
an appropriate compost in a slightly bigger  
pot and keeping it watered in a frost-free  
place can give you a head start when the 
weather eases.  
It may be possible to prepare the site where  
the shrub will sit. Choose something that will 
bloom where you have a quiet time to ensure 
that you keep something flowering every 
month of the year.   
 

Plant of the month 
I have mentioned Hebes several times before.  
These look unappealing in garden centres at 
this time of the year but, with the sort of 
treatment above, will give plenty of summer 
bloom. I am dying to see our spring bulbs  
on return although I have been so grateful  
for the extra Summer we received. 
 

Best wishes for a wildlife-filled 2025, 
Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens Advisor) 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
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Almost-Spring in Rainham   (Leon Roskilly) 
 

Iôve been seeing signs of the approaching 
Spring since mid-December, with many more 
signs to come if you keep your eyes and ears 
open. 
 

Already frogs are spawning and their chirping 
calls attracting mates to garden ponds.  
Along the hedgerows, the yellow flowers of 
lesser celandine flowers are already feeding 
pollinators whilst cheering the spirits of us  
who have had too much of winterôs wet gloom 
now. 
 

And have you heard the change in the robinsô 
song, a more cheerful (and louder!) sound than 
their slightly more mournful winter song? 

They are one of the few songbirds that sing all 
year, the earliest voice of the dawn chorus and 
the last to be heard as darkness falls.  
Now, Iôm also hearing the dunnocks joining 
them, soon to be joined by the blackbirdôs 
evening song, but a while yet before I expect 
the nightingales to be giving voice amongst the 
brush along Motney Hill Road. 
 

With the days becoming longer, and some days 
even pleasant in the sun and out of the wind, 
the temptation to tidy the garden is becoming 
hard to resist.  But so many creatures are still 
waiting for yet warmer days within the dried 
stalks and beneath fallen leaves.  
I will wait a little longer until daytime 
temperatures are consistently over 10c, busying  
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

myself sowing seeds in seed trays and 
thumbing catalogues before, prematurely,  

clearing away last yearôs dried stalks and 
digging over the ground.  Thereôs plenty of 
time for all of that.   
Let the ladybirds, lacewings, queen bees  
and other creatures that we will need in  
order to control aphids and pollinate our 
crops sleep now.  It will be worth it when  
the garden awakes, full of life and 
biodiversity. 
 

For now, why not just explore more of 
Rainhamôs green spaces?  A walk down 
Berengrave Lane through the nature  
reserve, then along the sea wall towards 
Motney Hill, listening for the first cuckoo 
about to lay an egg in a reed warblerôs nest  
in the wide reedbeds along there. 
 

Or perhaps you could head west towards  
the Rainham Community Orchard, now 
become the hunting ground of kestrels as  
the newly planted apple and pear trees (plum 
and cherry too, maybe quince and even 
mulberry) come into bloom, as voles dart 
through the yellow 
rattle. 
 

So much to enjoy,  
letôs not waste  
these precious days. 
 

Wild About Rainham 

 

(lesser celandine flowers) 



 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 
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House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Roland Bird) 
 

Elm Courtôs War-time Role  
 

Elm Court during the Second World War was 
called Gibraltar Gun Emplacement.  
There were quite a number of large anti-
aircraft guns (known as Ack Ack guns) 
situated on this site, which were there to fire  
at the German bombers as they came over the 
top of the Medway area. The bombers were 
using the River Medway and River Thames  
as navigational guidance points for London.  

 

There were quite a number of these gun sites 
all around the Medway area.  
As a young boy, I lived a quarter of a mile 
from this site and these guns were extremely 
powerful, noisy and hard on the ears. They 
frequently broke the windows in the houses 
nearest to them. I lived at number 291 
Hempstead Road and the glass in our windows 
was often shattered.  
The surrounding fields were disguised as a 
dummy airfield to distract the German 
bombers from real airfields. There were also 
barrage balloons which, to me as a small boy, 
looked like elephants in the sky.  
 

The gun crews (that is, the soldiers that were 
based there) gave us children a party. This 
would be at the latter part of World War II.  

11 

It was greatly appreciated by the children as 
parties with goodies were few and far  
between at that time.  
 

Outside, on the corner of the Elm Court site, 
as it now is, were several elm trees which  
in later years caught Dutch Elm Disease  
and had to be felled. The trees are why the 
site is now called Elm Court.  
 

The cover picture was drawn from memory 
by my school friend, Ted Quy, along with a 
number of others which can be found on  
the Rainham History website: 
www.rainham-history.co.uk  
 

Map of area to help place the memories in 
the current context: 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
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Climate Conversations 
 

Medway Breathes   (Alan Stockey) 
 

I reported late last year how the Medway 
Breathes project (made possible via Medway 
Councilôs allocation of UK Shared Prosperity 
Fund (year 3) to 56 worthy projects) had been 
launched.  
 

Well, the project is progressing well with over 
50 design proposals having been submitted by 
graphics students at MidKent College, and 
now whittled down to the final 5.  
The winning design will be incorporated into 
new street signage across Medwayôs four Air 
Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) by our 
match funder, Medway Council  
Environmental Protection Team.  
 

In addition, we have received over 50  
responses from Medway schools to help  
create an Inhaler Dependency Map, which 
will support improved targeting of asthma 
awareness-raising and training.  

 

There is a great team supporting the project 
and I offer my ongoing thanks to those  
involved and supporting.  
For more information email:  
medwaybreathes@gmail.com 
 
Rainham Re-imagined    (Alan Stockey) 
 

As you read this, you will have likely missed 
the 16th of February deadline to provide an 
online survey response to the Rainham 
Re-imagined feasibility study consultation. 
Having attended the launch event in the  
Millenium Centre on 22nd January, it is truly 
encouraging to see focus given afresh to what 

 

Rainham could be like, beyond the  
imaginings back in the 1960s when plans 
for a bypass and the precinct took shape 
(clearly one happened and the other  
didnôt). 
 

The boundary to the re-imagining hasnôt, 
however, changed and remains enmeshed 
with the precinct footprint and immediate 
environs. Whilst the precinct is clearly at 
the heart of Rainham, it stops beating at 
18:00 and pulse diminishes at weekends. 
More boldly, considering Rainham as a 
series of concentric ovals would create  
far more exciting opportunities for the  
imagination to conjure with.  
Extending to the West to bring in the new 
£24m eco-friendly sports-centre  
(previously known as Splashes);  
Cozenton Park (home to the once-popular 
Rainham Spectacular and Four Sundays in 
May, and the recently agreed tree  
nursery); and Rainham Cricket Club,  
home to the largest annual cultural event  
in Rainham.  
Extending to the North would bring in the 
Station, The Oast and the second of  
Rainhamôs green spaces whilst to the East, 
the RATS and Rainhamôs only micropub.  
 

Finally, in relation to the recent survey,  
the library isnôt inside the defined Town 
Centre footprint and nor are any of the 
green spaces. 
 

I would love to hear your thoughts on this. 
 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to 
help you with your pc, laptop, 

printer or internet.  
 

Software licences provided incl 
anti-virus and office 365.  

 

Call Mush on  
07542 795078 or email 

munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 
 

22nd Feb - Dick Whittington Family Panto, Third Ave 
Community Hall, see p7 for more 
 

25th Feb - The Tuesday Social, óBridgesô, 7.30pm, £4, 
Memorial Hall, ME9 7ES, Liz on 07730 893747 
 

26th Feb - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Mote Park, 9.30am,  
ME15 7SX, what3words: bowls.spend.fade,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

26th Feb - óConstance Spry Floristô 7pm with  
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre, £3pp,  
01634 263622 
 

28th Feb - óPyramids and Pharaohs - The Wonders of  
Ancient Egyptô with Elizabeth Mooney, 2pm, with Medway 
Geographical and Local History Society, £4pp,  
Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

28th Feb - Charity Bingo Evening and Supper, raising 
funds for Medway Parkinsonôs, 7pm, Upchurch Golf Club, 
see p7 for more 
 

28th Feb - óIf Venus Had a Moonô with Greg Smythe-
Rumsby, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

2nd March - Parkwood Craft Market, 11am-1.30pm,  
Parkwood Community Centre 
 

4th March - óGreen Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

9th March - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Rainham 
Marshes, RM19 1SZ, what3words: loudly.crush.hint, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

10th March - Medway Music Club with Daniel Watt,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

12th March - óHistory of Kemsley Paper Millô with East 
Medway u3a, 2pm, Wigmore Smallholders Club, Guests £3,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

14th March - Inner Wheel Quiz Night, 6.30pm, Upchurch 
God Club, £12.50 including sausage/chip supper,  
07547 250010 
 

14th March - MKAS Telescope Clinic, 8pm, Bredhurst VH 

 

15th March - Medway Repair Café, Strood Community 
Hub, 10.30am - 1pm 
 

15th March - Charity Coffee Morning and Cake Sale,  
11am-2pm, Scout HQ Duke Meadow Drive, Hempstead 
 

16th March - BWAG Woodland Task Day, coppicing  
selected plots, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, 
Bredhurst, bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

19th March - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd 
Wed, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,  
Call 07943 178362 for more or simply come along. 
 

19th March - BWAG Club Night, the Fox Project, 
7.30pm, Blacksmiths Barn, Bredhurst, £5, see p5 for more 
 

19th March - RSPB Free Guided Walk, New Hythe Lakes, 
ME8 5UD, what3words: clinic.meanwhile.portfolio 
9.30am, www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, £2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 
 

HempstARA Art Club, 2nd and 3rd Tues of mth,  
Scout Hall, £7, 07710 406154/01634 389054 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society (MAPSL), 
restoring vintage aircraft at Rochester Airport,  
visitors welcome Mon, Wed, Sun from 9.30am,  
contact www.mapsl.com 
 

Art Group, Tuesdays, 10am, Twydall Comm Hub    
 

The Music Man Project, accessible music education 
Sarah Mann, 07909515439 mmpkent@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Voices choir, Thurs 8pm, St Matthew's 
Community Centre, Roger 07774 457001 
wigmorevoices.weebly.com  
 

Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Music Gp,  
every Tues, 1.45pm, All Saints, Hempstead, 
sjcross13@outlook.com 
 

Medway Watersports Centre, 
sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk 
 

Oast House Badminton, each Tues, 7pm, £5pp, 
cescottie@htomail.com  
 

Medway Towns Bands, every Tues and Wed,  
Hempstead Infants, contact: 
mail@medwaytownsbands.uk or 01474 745318 
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephenôs, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, 2pm, last Monday of mth,  
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Comm Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fr i, 2-4pm, £1 plus £1 
visitor fee, United Services Club, Rainham, £2,  
Jane or Gary 01634 374938 
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cr icket 
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 616003 

 

Rainham Health Walk, every Weds, 10.30am  
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk for more details. 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:mmpkent@gmail.com
mailto:sjcross13@outlook.com
mailto:sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk
mailto:cescottie@htomail.com
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 
 

ART EXHIBITION/SALE 
Saturday 22nd March, 2025  
10am - 4pm 
Oast Community Centre, Granary 
Close, Rainham, ME8 7SJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 
 

 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 
 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

TAXI SERVICE FOR ELDERLY 
or less able. We can accompany or 
pick you up later. Min charges apply. 
01634 578590.  

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

VACANCY - Action Forum needs  
an Assistant Advertising Manager.  
This is a voluntary post.  For more 
details call Hamish 07835 859846. 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates 
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
Would you like to join a group of 
ladies in a womenôs organisation 
based on friendship and service, 
supporting both local and overseas 
charities?  
We meet two Tues a month at 
Upchurch Golf Club for lunch 
followed by a meeting, usually with  
a speaker, on various interesting 
topics. Interested in joining us? 
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com  

14 

 
VACANCY 

 

Action Forum needs an 
Assistant Advertising 

Manager 
This is a voluntary post.  

 

For more details please 
call Hamish  
07835 859846 

http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


