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Rainhamôs Goldfinger Route 

 

Above is Rainham High Street, photographed in 1963. 
Did you know James Bond travelled this road for one of his infamous assignments?   

 

On p11, read an article written by local author Terry Crowdy,  
a specialist in military and espionage history.  

 

(Photo thanks to Joe Ennis)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

We hope you had a relaxing Christmas and 
New Year. It was lovely to see such a crowd 
attending the Beer and Carols Service at St 
Margaret's - a very different type of service 
and quite a surprise to discover that a new 
Guinness World Record for mince pie-eating 
was achieved during it!  
 

2025 is already shaping up to be a significant 
year for Rainham, with a wide range of 
activities planned, most notably a series of 
concerts at St Margaret's church across every 
month this year. One highlight for me is the 
American singer, Curtis Stigers, performing.  
Medway Council has now granted planning 
permission for the former Hadlow College 
greenhouses in Cozenton Park to be converted 
to allotments and a tree nursery. With such a 
long waiting list for plots in the area, this will 
be a very welcome addition. 
The New Year Honours list also brought some 
good news with Liz OôHanlon, co-founder of 
Rainham Eco Hub, being awarded the British 
Empire Medal for services to the Environment 
and Sustainability. Well done Liz! 
 

We also have some exciting articles and 
photos to share in Action Forum over the 
coming year, starting with 2 new contributors. 
This month, local author Terry Crowdy writes 
about James Bond's drive through Rainham 
and we have a new occasional series of 
óWalks with Daveô starting in Bredhurst.  
 

As ever, if you have any photos or memories 
of the local area, please email:  
info@rainham-history.co.uk  
Some of the most interesting photos have been 
those hidden away in family albums, showing 
the local area over the last 100 years with 
more of a human-interest perspective. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Join in with the Wigmore Voices  
 

Dear Editor 
The Wigmore Voices choir invites the 
community to a free 'Big Sing' open evening. 
All are welcome to come and share an 
enjoyable evening singing those winter  
blues away with well-known songs. 
 

Thursday 30th January at 8pm  
St Matthews Community Centre,  
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, ME8 0PD. 
 

Contact Roger for details on 07774 457001. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Regards, Sue Burrows 
 
Bingo Evening 
 

Dear Editor, 
The Rotary Club of Gillingham are  
holding a Charity Bingo Evening in aid  
of Medway Parkinson's Group. 
 

Friday 28th February at Upchurch Golf Club.   
 

The evening will start with a 2-course  
supper at 7.00 for 7.30pm & will include 6 
books of bingo numbers per person (more 
books available to buy on the night). 
 

Tickets are £25 and available from:  
Chris Sanford on 01634 220127 or 
thesanfords@screaming.net    
 

Do come & enjoy this fun evening. 
Keith Jackson 
 
óJust Say Helloô food project  

 

Dear Editor, 

We continue to run a community larder from  
St Margaret's Church, Rainham, aiming to 
help with food insecurity, prevent food  
waste and help the local community.  
 

Tuesdays 9-11am, Thursdays 10am-12pm 
(contributions can be left at Micallef  
Jewellers in shopping centre during shop hrs) 
 

Email hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
for any further information.  
 
 

 
Next issue : Feb19th, 2025 
Copy date : Feb 10th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Christmas - 1947 v 2024    (Olwen OôDowd) 
 

I was just five years old at Christmas 1947 and 
remember a few things about that very cold 
winter.  I travelled to school by Eastern 
National Bus with my mother who used to 
come and collect me.   I remember there was a 
party after school but my mother would not let 
me go because it was hard to get home by bus. 
I was disappointed because I had a lovely red 
velvet dress my mother had made for me to 
wear to the party.  
We lived in a bungalow, which had a range 
with a very small fire box and the boiler 
behind heated the hot water for baths. The coal 
was very short and my father, not long back 
home from the Army, used to go and collect 
coal from beside the railway line which ran to 
Harwich.  The railway line was across a couple 
of big fields. The trains dropped coal as they 
sped past and he would trudge along, picking 
up small pieces of coal to put in the bag.  
I remember that at night, for us all to keep 
warm during this very bad period of weather, 
my father would light a fire in my bedroom 
and then I was put to bed.  My father and 
mother moved the two armchairs and the radio 
into my room and, with the radio on low and a 
small light, my parents wrapped up in blankets 
in the armchairs to keep warm and father kept 
the fire going all night. We all fell asleep as 
warm as we could be.  I remember feeling  
safe and cared for. This went on for a good  
while until the weather improved and spring 
arrived.  

This morning after completing my chores, 
which included putting washing out, I walked 
to my local shops where, in the sunshine, I 
posted a letter at the Post Office. I went to  
buy some milk at my local Co-operative then 
visited the library and borrowed a couple of 
books to read over Christmas. The library  
was having a craft day for the children but I 
was invited to join in. I bought a coffee and 
returned to the library to spend a pleasant  
hour making a snowman, which sits on the 
table with my Christmas decorations. I  
chatted to a couple of local children who  
were attempting the crafts, wished the ladies  
there óHappy Christmasô then took a bus 
home. Still sunny when I arrived home,  
after sorting my shopping I took in the 
washing which was soon ironed and put to  
air.  After a lunch of salad and scrambled 
eggs, I cooked my bacon joint for Christmas.     
I will spend Christmas Day on my own and 
cook for myself, wish my family óMerry 
Christmasô on Teams in the morning and a 
neighbour has invited me for the afternoon.   
 

How different are the two Christmases with  
77 others in between - some sad with grief,  
others joyful with the whole family where I 
have organized and cooked feasts for every-
one!  I am now 82 and wonder the state of 
the UK wider world when I could be 100.   
Will global warming be tamed, will  
Christmas be celebrated and will hatred 
instead of love and care win in this ever- 
changing world?    



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

4 

 
BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т нv9 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
LƴŘƻƻǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

Rainham Theatrical Societyôs  
óPuss in Bootsô 
 

To help brush away those  
January blues there is still time 
to come along to Rainhamôs 
very own theatre for the Rainham Theatrical  
Society annual pantomime. 
 

Puss in Boots uses trickery and deceit to gain 
power, wealth and the hand in marriage of a 
princess for his penniless and low-born  
master. This show, by Ben Crocker, is full of 
comedy, music and, of course, audience  
participation! 
 

Jan 24th and 25th / Jan 31st and Feb 1st  
 

Curtain up at 8pm on Fri and 7pm on Sat 
Saturday Matinees at 1pm & 4pm 
 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham 
Box Office on 08448 793224 or on-line 
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 

There is only one way to find out if good 
triumphs over evilé book a ticket now!    
 
Dick Whittington Family Panto 
 

St Paulôs Drama Group invites you to their 
next exciting adventure! 
A hilarious retelling by Alan Frayn of this 
classic tale, we follow young Dick as he  
travels to London to make his fortune.  He 
faces the villainous King Rat  
but, with the help of Fairy 
Bowbells, Dick and his cat work 
to rid London of the threat.   
Along the way, they encounter a 

 

variety of charactersé 
 

Friday 14th Feb - 7.30pm 
Saturday 15th Feb - 2pm 
Saturday 22nd Feb - 2pm and 7.30pm 
 

Third Ave Community Hall, ME7 2LU 
 

£9 for adults and £6 for children under 16, 
tickets available at ticketsource.co.uk/spdg  
or www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk 
 

Phone 01634 852712 for more info. 

 Word on the Streets 

  

  Happy New Year - all the best for 2025! 

  We continue to appreciate all who volunteer  
  to deliver for us.  It is appreciated so much.     
  Thanks to those who responded to the  
  online appeal for more help. 
 

  As we start the new year, the following  
  roads require volunteers.  If you think you   
  can help with any of them then please  
  contact Anne: 07791 585998 

 
  Rainham and Lower Rainham   
  Langdale Cl (105) 
  Pomeroy Ave and Greensleeves (80) 
 

  Mierscourt   
  Middleton Cl (61) 
 

  Parkwood 
  Deanwood drive -Queensdown (16) 
  Lambes Ct (14),  
  Lineacre Cl (16), Brackwood Cl (9), 
  Napwood Cl (8), Cowbeck Cl (25),  
  White Gate Ct (8), Capel Cl (44),  
  Fane Way (31) 

Vacancy 
Action Forum needs an 

assistant  
Advertising manager. 
This is a voluntary post. 
For more details please 

call Hamish 
07835 859 846 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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St. Margaretôs Rainham 
Discover an extraordinary year of arts and culture at St 
Margaretôs Church, Rainham. From Curtis Stigers to the 
timeless drama of Hamlet, enjoy inspiring performances, 
music and more in our historic and vibrant Grade I listed 
church.  
To see more details of 30 shows booked so far for this 
year and book tickets visit rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or 
email events@rainhamchurch.co.uk. This is a small 
selection. 
Kick off the school holidays with a sprinkle of magic 
and a whole lot of fun! On Saturday 15th February, 
join the award-winning Tom Hunter for Beans on 
Toast, a family variety show packed with music, comedy, 
and a touch of mesmerising magic. Itôs the perfect way 
to start your half-term with laughter and wonder! 
From singalongs and laugh-out-loud sketches to jaw-
dropping magical moments, Beans on Toast has some-
thing for everyone. Tom Hunterôs unique blend of fami-
ly-friendly entertainment has delighted audiences of all 
ages—donôt miss this unforgettable show! 
Friday 21st Feb The American Divas is a spectacular live 
tribute to 3 of the greatest women in music, Madonna, 
Cher and Tina Turner backed by an incredible live band. 
Fri 28 Mar Spend an unforgettable evening with the 
iconic Pat Jennings, one of footballôs most celebrated 
goalkeepers, at St Margaretôs Church, Rainham. Taking 
place on Friday, 28th March 2025, at 8pm, this event 
promises to be a night to remember for football fans and 
enthusiasts alike. 
The evening will begin with an in-depth interview, 
delving into Patôs extraordinary career, from his early 
days in Northern Ireland to his triumphs with Tottenham 
Hotspur and Arsenal, and his remarkable record of over 
100 caps for his country. 
1ST MAY 2025 
Curtis Stigers first appeared on the scene in the early 90s 
with hit songs óI Wonder Whyô and óYou´re all that 
Matters to Meô which have become soul classics over 
the years. 
Since 2001 Curtis Stigers is seriously pursuing a career 
as a first class jazz singer with 7 albums out so far and 
many awards under his belt: In 2003 his album ñYou 
Inspire Meò was the London Times´ óJazz Album of the 
Yearô, in 2007 Stigers was named óJazz Artist of the 
Yearô by BBC Radio 2, and in 2010 Stigers won the 
German Jazz Echo in the category óBest International 

Male Jazz Singerô. He has performed at most major jazz 
festivals and iconic jazz clubs around the world and is a 
regular at concert halls on both sides of the Atlantic. 
4TH MAY 2025 
Join Sheku and Isata Kanneh-Mason for an enchanting 
recital at the Rainham Piano Festival. This remarkable 
brother-and-sister duo, renowned worldwide for their 
virtuosity and musical connection, present a captivating 
programme blending timeless classics and contemporary 
brilliance. 
The performance opens with Gabriel Fauréôs Cello Sona-
ta No. 1 in D minor, Op. 109, a deeply expressive work 
filled with lyrical beauty and melancholy. This is fol-
lowed by Francis Poulencôs Sonata for Cello and Piano, 
Op. 143, a vivid and characterful piece that combines 
elegance with fiery passion. 
After the interval, the duo will perform Natalie 
Kloudaôs Tor Mord¹n, a strikingly modern and evocative 
work, before concluding with Felix Mendelssohnôs Cello 
Sonata No. 1 in B-flat major, Op. 45, a radiant and 
energetic masterpiece that highlights the extraordinary 
artistry and connection between cello and piano. 
On Monday, 5th May, at 8pm, the Rainham Piano 
Festival welcomes the phenomenal Paddy Milner, one 
of the UKôs most acclaimed pianists, celebrated for his 
extraordinary blend of blues, jazz, and boogie-woogie 
styles. 
Renowned as a master of the keys and a dynamic live 
performer, Paddy has worked with legendary artists, 
including Sir Tom Jones and Eric Clapton. His perfor-
mance will showcase virtuosic piano playing on the 
festivalôs Steinway Grand Piano, br inging a unique 
energy and sophistication to this special evening. 
This is a rare opportunity to witness Paddyôs world-class 
talent up close in the stunning acoustics of St Mar-
garetôs Church, Rainham. Whether  youôre a long-time 
jazz fan or simply a lover of great music, this promises 
to be an unforgettable night. 
 
To book tickets or find more details,  
visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts  
or e-mail 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  

mailto:events@rainhamchurch.co.uk


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

Walks with Dave!  
 

A pleasant, moderately difficult walk taking  
in Bredhurst Hurst, Monkdown Woods and 
Strawberry Banks, it's a little steep in places 
and can be muddy, but is worth it for the 
views. The starting point is the village hall  
on Hurstwood Rd in Bredhurst, with parking 
usually available.  
 

1 Head along Hurstwood Rd to St. Peter's 
church, follow the road round all the way, 
keeping the church on your left, until you 
come to a track heading right. Follow this 
straight track to the road at the end. When  
you reach the road turn right and continue  
on for roughly 200 yards.  

 

2 On your right, next to a metal gate, is a 
kissing gate and footpath. Follow this path  
to another kissing gate, go through and onto 
Strawberry Banks. I believe there are rare 
orchids in this and other valleys so keep  
your eyes open!  

 

3 Follow a path diagonally left, heading down 
towards a stile (roughly equidistant between 
two pylons) which leads onto a road. Turn 
right, follow this road 30-40 yds then turn 
right onto a bridal path. The path forks so take 
the left fork and head on up the hill. After 50 
yds, go through a gate and continue another 

200 yds. Check out the views on your right 
from where you have just come then  
continue ahead into a copse/wood. Reach 
walking post no. 20, keep going to the left  
and carry on about a third of a mile until you 
reach walking post 16.  
 

4 Turn left and head down into the valley  
(the steps are slippery when wet so take care) 
to post 17. Go straight ahead up a fairly steep 
hill until reaching a stile - go over or around! 
Continue on, passing a house on your left, to 
another stile which leads onto a road.  
 

5 Turn right onto the road and continue for 
roughly a quarter of a mile until you reach a 
metal gate on your right.  
 

6 Just past this gate, turn right onto a bridal 
path and carry on down for about 300 yds  
until reaching metal gates on your left.  
At this point, the walk continues though the 
gates to the left but can be muddy in places  
so if that doesn't appeal go straight ahead 
down the bridal path and join the walk again 
at point 9.  
 

7 Go through the gate on your left and follow 
the path. After about a mile you will come  
to a gate saying Private Land, go to the right  
of it and follow the path as it wends its way  
to the right.  

 

8 150 yds further on, there is a signpost,  
some buildings on your left and a path  

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
 

{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  8 



 

 

through a gate leading to an interesting 
sculpture - a brief diversion but worth a look. 
Return to the path and continue for about 50 
yds, past a gate and large tree. Stay on this path 
for roughly another half mile until reaching a 
crossroads. Keep straight ahead. At a fork in 
the path and some fallen trees (at time of 
writing), take the right fork, continue uphill  
and along the path for another mile or so, 
reaching a bridal way gate.  
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

9 Turn left down the bridal way to the  
bottom where the track bears right past 
stables on your right. Continue until 
reaching a kissing gate on the right.  

 

10 Carry on past this gate as the track 
continues uphill and to the left. At the end 
of this track you will reach Hurstwood  
Road and the end of this walk!  

 
 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Terry Crowdy) 
 

Rainhamôs Goldfinger Route   
 

óGoldfingerô - the most iconic 007 movie of 
the Sean Connery era. The mere mention of 
the name unleashes that spine-tingling, Shirley 
Bassey ear-worm – ñHe only loves gold éò.  
The sixtieth anniversary was celebrated last 
year with a gold-ceilinged pop-up bar named 
óThe 007ô in Piccadillyôs Burlington Arcade. 
There, you could live out your Bond fantasies, 
ordering a vodka martini, óshaken not stirredô 
and see movie props like henchman, Oddjobôs, 
infamous razor-brimmed hat. 
 

But have you seen the National Express 007 
coach pulling into Hempstead Valley on its 
way from Dover to London? A pub quiz fact: 
Fleming lived at St Margaretôs Bay in Kent 
and assigned James Bond the codename 007 
after the bus route.  
(I have written professionally about espionage: 
the double-o programme was a figment of 
Flemingôs imagination, no doubt based on the 
secret wartime training given to Special 
Operations Executive agents.) 
 

In the original óGoldfingerô novel (1959),  
you can read how James Bond drives through 
Rainham on his way to play the villain Auric 
Goldfinger in a round of golf at the Royal St 
Markôs Golf Club (a thinly disguised  
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Royal St Georgeôs, at Sandwich). Fleming 
describes Bond taking the A2 from London 
on his way to stakeout Goldfingerôs  
property at Reculver, near Herne Bay.  Fans 
of the movie will picture Bond in his iconic, 
Aston Martin DB5 (with ejector seat and 
machine gun attachments) speeding along  
the A2, but in the novel, Bond drove a  
battleship grey, Aston Martin DB Mark III*, 
the only modifications for spycraft being a 
ram, secret pistol compartment and various 
hiding places for smuggling. (*the iconic  
DB V did not begin production until 1963) 
 

Fleming describes the route down the short 
hill in Strood into óthe inevitable traffic  
crawl through Rochesterô and the fifteen 
minutes it took him to negotiate the ósprawlô 
of Chatham. Continuing through the towns, 
Bond overtook a slow-moving family  
saloon whose driver began angrily hooting  
at Bond. The spy raised a clenched fist out  
of the open window to silence the noisy  
local (road rage on Chatham Hill?).  As  
Bond reached the outskirts of Gillingham 
(Rainham), the traffic began to thin and  
Bond picked up pace on his way towards 
Faversham and his encounter with Gold- 
finger and his lethal henchman, Oddjob. 
 

This was a route Fleming clearly knew in 
detail.  

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

Ã36 per month 
Ã96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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Climate Conversations 
 

Tools with a Mission 
 

This charity empowers people with the tools 
that can then go on to help them create  
livelihoods and transform lives. 
 

Tools are always wanted.  They are then  
refurbished and delivered to people who  
need them.   
There are items people in the UK no longer 
need but could provide years of work for  
others: 
Agricultural and gardening tools, 
Builders and carpenters tools, 
Electricians and mechanics tools, 
Sewing and knitting machines of all types, 
along with wool, needles, patterns,  
Haberdashery items and fully working IT 
equipment. 
 

Tools can be sharpened and surface rust  
removed but tools cannot be repaired if  
broken. Unfortunately, there are also some 
items which just canôt be taken, simply  
because they wonôt be useful to the people  
in need. 
 

If you think you can help, contact  
01473 210220 or visit the website  
twam.uk/donatetools 
 

Tools with a Mission also loves to share what 
it does with various community organisations 
that might be interested.   
 

Donôt hesitate to contact: 
David Kirk - 01634 389079  
or  
Trevor Cox - 01634 670115 

 

Your amazing brown 
bin!!!  
 

We have a fantastic 
weekly kerbside  
organic waste collection 
service.   

So what is your brown 
bin for?   
 
 
 
 

Garden Waste, including: 
Grass cuttings 
Prunings and weeds 
Leaves and foliage 
Small branches 
 

Food Waste, including: 
Meat, fish, bones 
Raw & cooked food 
Fruit & Veg peelings 
Teabags & coffee grinds 
Perished food  
Plate scrapings 
Greasy cardboard fast food boxes 
  
Why should I bother? 
* No torn bags so cleaner streets 
* Fewer black sacks to store until bin day 
* It is turned into new compost to spread  
   onto fields making crops grow better 
* The council receives money for it  
 

Sadly, any contamination of a brown  
leads to whole loads being rejected. That 
money is then lost and the council canôt 
spend it on our area.  
 
Why not see what you can divert to your 
brown bin at the start of 2025.  



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 
22nd Jan - óThe Romans in Medwayô 7pm with  
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre, £3pp,  
01634 263622 
 

24th Jan - óIslands of the Medway Estuaryô with Adam 
Taylor, 2pm, with Medway Geographical and Local History 
Society, £4pp, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

24th/25th Jan - Puss in Boots panto, Oasthouse Theatre,  
Rainham , see p5 for details 
 

26th Jan - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10am, Nashenden 
Farm Lane, ME1 3TQ, what3words: shady.goats.joins 
 

30th Jan - óBig Singô with the Wigmore Voices, 8pm, St 
Matthewôs Community Centre, Wigmore, Roger on 07774 
457001, see p7 for more 
 

31st Jan/1st Feb - Puss in Boots panto, Oasthouse Thea-
tre,  
Rainham , see p5 for details 
 

31st Jan - óRevealing the Unseen Cosmosô with Peter 
Goodhew, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

1st Feb - Medway Repair Café, Lordswood Community 
Hub, 10.30am - 1pm 
 

2nd Feb - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Oare Marshes, 10am,  
ME13 0QD, what3words: roughness.herring.watching,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

4th Feb - RSPB Zoom talk with Paul Denning, óBirds of 
Iberia & 30 yrs in Spainô, 7.15pm, £3pp, email name and  
email to info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

4th Feb - óGreen Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

7th Feb - Singing is good for you! Join Upchurch Choral  
Society for a new term, contact Liz on 01634 361897  
 

10th Feb - Medway Music Club with Rod Pooley,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

12th Feb - Climate Change talk with East Medway u3a, 
2pm, Wigmore Smallholders Club, Guests £3,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

14th/15th Feb - Dick Whittington Family Panto, Third Ave 
Community Hall, see p7 for more 
 

14th Feb - óFamily Space Nightô for beginners 7+, 7.30pm, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, www.midkentastron.org.uk/events 
 

16th Feb - BWAG Woodland Task Day, coppicing  
selected plots, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, 
Bredhurst, bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

16th Feb - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Capel Fleet 
Raptor, ME12 4BG, what3words: latter.compacts.prom, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

18th Feb - RSPB Indoor  talk óHares and other Farmland 
Wildlifeô with Russell Miles, 7pm, £4.50pp, Parkwood  
Community Centre, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

19th Feb - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 388912 for more 
or simply come along. 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign language (BSL)  
Every Monday, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd,  
Ages 10+, 6-8pm, £3pp, Learn sign language through 
the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, every Fri 
7.30pm, contact Liz on 01634 361897  
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10am, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice miniôs, Sundays, Rainham Social 
Club, Station Rd, Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, £2pp, 07383 
915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with a lung condition),  
1st Tues of mth (Feb-Dec), 1-3pm, Twydall  
Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 07775 461573 or 
newmembers@breatheeasymedway.co.uk 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each month, 2pm,  
Smallholders Club, Wigmore, guests £3, 
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
mth, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  
07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, 2ndTues of mth, 7pm, 
Labour Club Hall, Twydall, £3.50 including  
refreshments. Visiting speakers, demonstrations, raffle, 
quiz, annual Sept show. Contact 01634 853884 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcr icketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham School 
for Girls. Contact rainhamladieschoir.com or 
rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 
 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

TAXI SERVICE FOR ELDERLY 
or less able. We can accompany or 
pick you up later. Min charges apply. 
01634 578590.  

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

VACANCY - Action Forum needs  
an Assistant Advertising Manager.  
This is a voluntary post.  For more 
details call Hamish 07835 859846 
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
Would you like to join a group of 
ladies in a womenôs organisation 
based on friendship and service, 
supporting both local and overseas 
charities?  
We meet two Tues a month at 
Upchurch Golf Club for lunch 
followed by a meeting, usually with  
a speaker, on various interesting 
topics. Interested in joining us? 
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com  
 

MEDWAY MUSIC CLUB  - why 
not join us to listen to the versatile 
talents of award-winning, Kent-born 
Rod Pooley?  
10th Feb, 7.30pm, £7, visitors £8 
Parkwood Community Centre 
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Ã36 per month 
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15 

DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


