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Rainham Football of yesteryear 

 

"I believe this is the Rainham football team in 1924/25, possibly the Church School Team.  
One of my Costen relatives is the one sitting down in the middle,  
just in front of the Goalkeeper.  Can anyone else add any names?"  

 

Paul Stephens  
 

(photo credit - Paul Stephens)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

What a mixed bag this season has been.  One 
day this week, I was driving through torrential 
rain and huge puddles, the following day I 
awoke to fog and the day after that it was 23 
degrees and bright sunshine!   
But we have much to be thankful for - our 
area has missed many of the damaging events 
we have witnessed on our TV screens and 
suffered by others, both in this country and 
around the world.  There are even cherry 
tomatoes still ripening in my front garden  
and, where I work, there the veg garden and 
orchards are bursting with produce from the 
warm autumn so far. 
 

There has been much to keep us busy and 
there are days when I pine for nothing to do!  
Yet celebrating with the winners of the 
Rainham Community Awards reminded me 
how valuable all our many activities are to 
others.  You can read a little about the winners 
on p11 and p12 but it was also great to meet 
so many others involved in our area.  Thanks 
to all who plan and make this event happen.   
It was a very special evening of celebration, 
discovering things going on that I am not 
aware of at all.   
 

As you may see in this edition, the winter 
events are beginning and I would definitely 
recommend looking through our Community 
pages (5 and 7) to choose what best suits you 
and yours.  Perhaps now is a good time to 
make a note of the date of the Christmas Float 
nearest to your street and keep it free.  
 

Thank you to all for your time in reading this 
magazine and to those who collaborate with 
us by writing in.  We hope you enjoy this 
latest edition. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Freddie Cooper article 
 

Dear Editor, 
It was a pleasure to read the article by  
Freddie Cooper on "Developing the old  
Co-op site.   It struck me, and I'm sure it 
crossed the mind of others, that the articles 
that Freddie wrote for Action Forum would 
provide an authoritative History of Rainham, 
written by someone who was actually there. 
 

Would it be possible for one, or some, of  
your editorial team to trawl through back 
issues of AF and extract Freddie's articles  
and publish them. I am sure that there would 
be enough public interest to make this 
financially viable. 
 

I could also make the same suggestion 
regarding the articles written by Joe Ennis, 
over the year.     
 

Just a thought, Barry Kemp 
 

*** Many of Freddie's articles have been scanned and 
loaded to the Rainham History website but it would be  
a good idea to collate and make more accessible.  
We shall see what we can do...  

 
Christmas is Coming! 
 

Action Forum would like to post the dates of 
all the local Christmas Carol Services and 
other services put on by the local churches. 
 

The print/distribution date for our December 
edition is 28th November. 
If you are part of a local church please 
encourage your admin teams to get dates to us 
BEFORE 15th November this year. 
 

If any organisations have other Christmas 
activities planned for the Rainham 
Community then donôt hesitate to begin 
sending details in to us now.  We can begin to 
spread them between the final two editions of 
2024. 
 

We look forward to being able to list the wide 
variety of amazing opportunities on offer to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

Many thanks,  
Editorial Team 
 

 
Next issue : Nov 28th, 2024 
Copy date : Nov 18th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Christian Businesses in Kent 
 

Dear Editor, 
We provide opportunities for businesses to 
meet with other local Christians for business 
support and discipleship. 
People interested can find out more at 
www.cbik.uk  
We have a Business Carol Service planned for 
10th December, 5.30pm.  Join us at The Life 
Church, Maidstone.  Invite some colleagues 
and book your place at: cbik.uk/carols 
 
Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club   
 

We meet between 2 and 4pm at Howard  
Memorial Hall in Woodside, Wigmore,  
welcoming anyone over 50 years of age.  
 

Come and make new friends. Have a natter 
over refreshments, along with a few games.  
Interested? For more details call Hannah on 
01634 362662 
 
The Net Magazine needs you! 
 

Dear Editor, 
Our Magazine is delivered to hundreds of 
thousands of homes across Kent every 
month.  Weôre always looking for people to 
help us with delivery.   
Typically we pay about Ã50.  If you think you 
might be able to help personally, or know 
someone that can, please message or call: 
 

Emily - 01634 931256/emily@thenetmag.uk 
Jane - 01634 931255/jane@thenetmag.uk 

óJust Say Helloô food project and Christmas 
offering 
 

The Just Say Hello food project runs a 
community larder in St Margaret's Church, 
Rainham, aiming to help with food  
insecurity, prevent food waste and help the 
local community.  
We are open each week on: 
Tuesdays 9-11am  
Thursdays 10am-12pm 
 

We also have a Christmas offering for 
Rainham residents this year - a Christmas 
dinner parcel for those of our  residents in 
need.  
 

Please email hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
for any further information.  
We also welcome donations to help with  
this project.  

mailto:emily@thenetmag.uk
mailto:jane@thenetmag.uk
mailto:hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т нv9 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
LƴŘƻƻǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

Medway Repair Caf®  

 

23rd Nov - 10.30am - 1pm drop-in session 
Strood Community Hub 
 

Volunteer repair experts will be on hand to 
help make repairs where possible, free of 
charge! 
 
ABBA Chique Concert 
 

The Abba tribute band are performing at  
St Matthewôs Community Centre:  
 

16th Nov, 2024, commencing at 7pm.  

 

Tickets are Ã15 and will include light  
refreshments (but bring your own drink).  
Available on 01634 234712 or at 
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 
WI Annual Craft Fayre 
 

The Rainham Evening WI is holding their 
annual Craft Fayre: 
Saturday 9th November, 9.30am - 1pm 
St Paulôs Church, Parkwood, free entry  
 

With craft items, cakes, jams and chutneys, 
plants, Christmas decs, wooden goods,  
jigsaws, cards and stationery, jewellery, a 
raffle and tombola and tea and cake, of 
course, this is an event not to miss!  
 

For further info contact 07536 064911 
 
Medway Music Club 
 

11th Nov, with Chris Powell,  
7.30pm at Parkwood Community Centre 
(see p13 for more info) 

Gillingham Rotary Club Christmas Floats 
 

Fri 6 Dec - start Charing House Care Home 
St Johns, Chaucer, Canterbury, Stopford,  
Seaview, Adelaide, Canterbury, Wellington, 
Seaview, Waterloo, Canterbury, Côhagen,  
Trafalgar, Vicarage, College, York, Wômill, 
Môgomery, Longfellow, Byron, Milton   
 

Tues 10 Dec - start Taverners Rd 
Taverners, Bettescombe, Elmstone,  
Bettescombe, Arthur, Maidstone, Herbert,  
Lonsdale, Broadview 
 

Thurs 12 Dec - start Edwin Rd/Sylvan Rd 
Edwin, Durham, Maidstone, Lyndhurst,  
Marshall, Platters    
 

Sat 14 Dec - ASDA, Pier Rd, Gillingham 
 

Mon 16 Dec - start Sunnymead/Woodlands  
Toronto, Gordon, Linden, Sunnymead, Toronto, 
Livingstone, Barnsole, Coulman, Albany,  
Junction, Louiseville, Barnsole, Sturdee,  
Toronto, Canadian, Woodlands, back to start 
 

Wed 18 Dec - start Yeoman Drive 
Heritage, Academy, Heritage, Darlands, Hamlin, 
Kingsway, Hunters, Allison, Preston, Leyton 
 

Fri 20 Dec - start junc Eastcourt/Broadway 
Elmfield, Featherby, Chilham, Eastcourt,  
Allington, Broadway, Priory, Abbey, Featherby, 
Hanway, The Chase, Chattenden, Broadway 
 

Sat 21 Dec - ASDA, Pier Rd, Gillingham 
 

Tues 24 Dec -start Charing House  
Stuart, Park, Watling, Cleave, Seaton, Malvern, 
Watling, Holmside, Seaton, Barnsole, Third,  
Carlton, Barnsole, Alexandra, Larkfield,  
Barnsole, Oxford 
 

Donôt forget that these dates and routes are 
all subject to change due to weather. 

mailto:geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

  

Thank you so much to all who have volun-
teered to deliver for us.  It is appreciated so 
much.   
There are only a few roads outstanding.   

If you think you can help with any of them then 
please contact Anne: 07791 585998 

 

Rainham and Lower Rainham   
Langdale Cl (105) 
Pomeroy Ave (50) 
 

Upchurch 
The Street (50), The Poles (28) + 10 Church....
(90) total 
 

Temporary cover  
Solomon Rd (incl Old Orchard) (105) 

 

Dracula - a ófangtasticô family show 
 

A comedy from the Three Towns Theatre 
Company, it features lots of well-known 
songs and guarantees laughs aplenty. 
 

2nd November - 1pm and 7pm  
3rd November - 1pm 
Upchurch Village Hall 
 

Ã15 for adults  
Ã13 concessions (under 16 / over 60)  
Ã50 for a family ticket (2 adults + 2 chil-
dren / 1 adult + 3 children)  
 

Contact: threetownscommittee@gmail.com  
 
Christmas Jumper Sale 
 

Behind the Village Hall, come and find us  
at Bredhurst Church Charity Shop. 
 

Wed 23rd and Sat 27th Nov, 1.30-3.30pm 
 

For adults and children - Nothing over Ã3 - 
come along and grab yourself a bargain! 
 
 
 
 

Bredhurst Christmas Bonanza Shop 
 

Also at the Charity Shop, gift stock at very 
reasonable prices including home-made  
preserves and potted hyacinth bulbs. 
 

Every Wed and Sat, 1.30-3.30pm from 
7th December until 21st December 
 

Free sweets for the children and a Grand 
Raffle to be drawn on 21st December. 
 

All profits to Charity Shop funds.  

Upchurch Choral Society Autumn concert 

Saturday 30th November 2024  
7.30pm in St Maryôs church, Upchurch. 

 

                       Vivaldiôs Gloria 
Faur®ôs Requiem 

      Faur®ôs Cantique de Jean Ra­ine 
 

Entrance Ã12, children free. 
 

Do come and listen to your local choral 
society singing in the beautiful surroundings 
of St Maryôs church, under the baton of our 
new Conductor, Francesca Massey.  
Refreshments available at the interval.  
 

Email: mariondormer16@gmail.com 



 

 

Nature Notes  

 

November in the Wilder Garden 
 

I have mentioned the need to get shrubs and 
trees shortened, staked or protected and expect 
that work needs to continue.  The rocking of 
trees can be injurious to the roots, so ensuring 
they are firmly stable in the ground is vital.   
We are just starting to trim and weave young 
branches into the main part of our hedge.  It 
grew up and out this year so getting branches 
shortened and cut into an A shape will help us 
have a stronger, denser hedge. That will 
provide better cover for birds, as well as 
giving brighter borders for nearby flowers.   
In the course of bringing the grass back to a 
lower level, we have come across a few young 
frogs which I hope can keep feasting on the 
slugs and snails which have plagued us. 
 

Plant of the month 
My amarine is just 
coming into bloom.  
It seems late but I  
am glad of the 
several stems to 
come.   
We went to the 
Alpine Garden 
Society show at 
Harrogate so I  
have some beautiful plants to put on the 
rockery this week.   
Gardens give us lovely things to anticipate.  I 
spoke last year about the possibility of asking 
for garden tokens as Christmas presents and I 
am particularly enthused about this idea again.  
The more expensive shrubs, like witch hazel, 
daphne and stachyurus really give something  
different in early spring and come round  
 
 

 

year after year in their season to delight us,  
so are worth the initial outlay.  I would like 
one of the bronzy-flowered witch hazels  
(just sayingé) but, for the most miserable  
of winter days, the pale yellow variety canôt  
be beaten, in my view. 

 

Job of the month 
The usual leaf collection can continue and  
our harvest from two years ago is just ready  
to enrich the borders.   
I learned this year that hedgehogs love  
cherry leaves, so I am going to leave some  
of these, just in case I have one wandering 
through the garden.   
Oh yes, remember to check gutters leading  
to your water butts.  The lumps of moss and 
leaves can form a barrier to prevent our life-
giving water going to where it can help us. 
Any work in our garden recently has also  
been enlivened by a robin!  
 

The current focus at KWT is protection of 
Woodlands.  Please join us to óSave our 
Woodlandsô that provide us with such a  
wide variety of habitats and homes for many 
species: www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 
 

Happy gardening! 

 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens Advisor) 

 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  
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A fungi hunt in Bredhurst woods  
 

Trevor and I walk down Hurstwood Road,  
away from Bredhurst, towards the woods.   
He is one of the best naturalists I know and on  
this warm, Autumn day we descend into Day 
Valley, a sunny slope where a few dusty pink 
flowers of marjoram still bloom. Robins sing 
wistfully and we search the hedge bottom for 
basking adders. These beautiful creatures  
with black zig zag markings along their backs 
are often feared but only tend to bite as a last 
resort when disturbed. In sharp decline, we 
have no luck finding one.  
"It's too late in the season," Trevor declares. 
"They have no need to gain energy from the 
sun this close to hibernation." 
 Adders hibernate from October until March, 
often underground.  We descend the hill and 
drop into the shadow of the wood; the cold 
rises up to us and Jays call harshly. Their  
loud cries have earned them the Latin name, 
Garrulus glandarius which means óa chatty 
bird who eats acornsô. 
 

We have come to hunt for mushrooms.  
Trevor tells me how, he used to gather them 
early in the morning from the fields by 
Eastcourt Lane and hawk them around the 
greengrocers in Rainham before school. He 
hates the taste but loves the variety and  
beauty. Indeed, once we begin searching,  
fungi appear everywhere. The woodland floor 
is speckled with the deep plum-coloured 
buttons of amethyst deceivers and colonies  
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

of golden sulpher tufts clamber up moss-
covered beech stumps. We spot a morel 
emerging from the soil. These, riddled  
with honeycomb holes, are prized for  
their strong, nutty flavour.  
Despite hating the taste of mushrooms and 
claiming he has forgotten half their names,  
a fabulous lesson in identification follows  
as Trevor shows me how brittlegills crack 
when split and milkcaps ooze a substance 
called Latex which can taste like coconut  
or almond although it may be best to avoid 
the species that makes your tongue burn  
with a peppery fire!  
We find Earthballs, yellow boils erupting 
from the ground, which split to reveal inky 
black centres like some terrible woodland 
disease. An innocent looking field mush-
room turns out to be a yellow stainer.  
"You'll be violently sick if you eat that one."  

 

Back in Day Valley, Trevor is feeling sad. 
"We've heard so few birds - no yellow 
hammers, not even a chaffinch." 
 He remembers, as a child, he used to lay 
among the bluebells listening to the buzz  
of bees and the purring of turtle doves, a 
species now so rare that it may become 
extinct in Britain.  
"The countryside is depleted of wildlife,"  
he says. "I remember the night skies thick 
with moths but, this year, I have barely  
seen a butterfly."  
Then, out of brambles, we spy a flash of 
yellow, a male brimstone, hunting the  
sugar of blackberries before hibernation.  
It doesn't make up for the loss of the wild 
life rich countryside Trevor remembers  
but "It makes my heart jump for joy."  
 

Sometimes you have to take that one small 
moment of hope before the coming of 
winter.                              Carol Donaldson 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation ï from Ã150.00 plus VAT  
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
C9a![9 t!Lb¢9w ϧ 59/hw!¢hw 
CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ WƻŀƴƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
!Ǌǘ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƴƻ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ 
  

ƻƴ лтфпу лнррру ƻǊ лмсоп ороллл 
ǿǿǿΦŀǊǘŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦŎƻƳ 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from Ã14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History 

 

History in the Making! 
 

2024 was the fourth year that the Rainham 
Community Awards have taken place.  It is 
beginning to feel like a fixed date in the 
calendar of Rainham and perhaps one day 
people will be writing nostalgically about how 
it has changed and developed over the years! 
 

Celebrating and honouring the contributions 
of local heroes who dedicate time and energy 
to make a positive difference within our 
community, this year we saw more than 140 
people gather at St Margaretôs Church. 
With almost 300 nominations, the judges did 
not have an easy time deciding upon the 
winners but, with the help of the Deputy  
Lord-Lieutenant of Kent, Brigadier Andrew 
Wood, seven individuals and organisations 
went home as winners. 
 

Volunteer of the Year 
Luke Tyler, Commanding Officer of 25 
Squadron RAF Air Cadets, leads a team 
enabling youngsters to gain valuable skills as 
they participate in many eco projects around 
Wigmore.   
 

Unsung Hero 
The Medway Open Award Centre is a  
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voluntary team allowing all young People  
of Medway to do their DofE Awards,  
regardless of financial means. 
 

Rainham Creative 
A busker who began in Rainham Precinct,  
Jordan Ravenshill has now moved on to  
bigger venues and released his own albums! 
 

Eco-Ambassador 
Hayley Sym hosts, facilitates and inspires 
others as she drives the eco-initiatives of  
Holy Trinity Church, Twydall.  She is now 
bringing together other eco-conscious  
businesses. 
 

Wild About Rainham 
A member of staff at the Howard School, 
Ellie Ashbee has been the instigator for  
much of the tree and hedge planting,  
involving the wider community to make 
Rainham greener. 
 

Health, Wellbeing and Activity 
Denise and Donna work at Heatherdale  
Nursing Home but go out of their way to 
ensure all are involved and welcome. 
 

Great Neighbour 
Gladys Payne has lived in Lower Rainham 
for more than 50 years and in that time has 
been a fantastic neighbour to all nearby. 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            
Systems Installed 

¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  
Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

Ã36 per month 
Ã96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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Rainham Eco-School Awards 2024  
by Alan Stockey 
 

It was truly fabulous to attend our second 
annual Eco-school Awards at St Margaretôs 
Church in September. Many thanks to our 
small team supporting the Eco-Schools 
(Kayleigh Ward, Julia Heath, Kerry Briffitt, 
Warda Ahmed and Stuart Bourne).  
 

Schools lifting honours this year included:  
Leigh Academy Rainham  
(Secondary Eco-Creators and Best Picture),  
Rainham School for Girls  
(Eco-Creators - Best Poem),  
Parkwood Primary School  
(Young Gardening Team)  
Miers Court Primary School  
(Primary Eco-Creators and Best Product / 
Environment and Sustainability Shield).  
 

Separately, Ellie Ashbie won the óWild  
about Rainhamô award for the fabulous  
work planting trees and shrubs in and  
around The Howard School.  
 

Well done to all who supported and  
participated - we are already underway  
with our 2024/25 Big Green School Year.  
Any school not already engaged but would 
like details can email me at:  
rainhamecoschools@gmail.com 

Climate Conversations 
 

Share Prosperity Fund 
Grant Award   
by Alan Stockey 
 
 
 
 
 
The blood sweat and tears put into our 
Medway Breathes proposal, with Rainham 
Eco-Hub working in partnership with  
Medway Council, MidKent College,  
futureCoders SE CIC and the Medway 
Asthma Self-Help Group (MASH) has paid 
dividends - The Shared Prosperity Fund,  
Yr 3 grant has been awarded to us!  
 

This funding will enable the four Air  
Quality Management Areas in Medway to 
be sign-posted, a new anti-idling campaign 
to be initiated (on the back of the Rainham 
Anti-idling Project) and a new focus  
created around inhaler-dependency across 
our schools.  
 

The project will deliver over the next six 
months and complete by the end of March 
2025.  We will bring you updates as this 
exciting project progresses. 

mailto:Rainhamecoschools@gmail.com


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

25th Oct - óThe Blossom Tour of Kentô, 2pm, with  
Medway Geographical and Local History Society, Ã4pp 
Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

25th Oct - óThe Exoclock Projectô by Simon Dawes, 8pm, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

26th Oct - Annual Craft/Gift Fayre for Great Ormond St, 
Howard Memorial Hall, 10.30am, 07930 595856  
 

27th Oct - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Dungeness, 10am,  
TN29 9PN, what3words: bulletins.resolved.arose,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

2nd/3rd Nov - Dracula, a family show, Upchurch Village 
Hall, see p7 for details 
 

3rd Nov - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Worth Wetland,  
CT14 0DE, what3words: redeeming.plunge.swinging, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

5th Nov - RSPB Zoom talk with Ralph and Brenda 
Todd, óLook again at Garden Birds, 7.15pm, Ã3pp, email 
name and email to info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

5th Nov - óGreen Drinks, 7.30pm, Wetherspoons 
 

8th Nov - ósolar imaging for different budgetsô by Gavin 
Lacey, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

9th Nov - Rainham Evening WI Annual Craft Fayre, 
9.30am, St Paulôs, Parkwood 
 

11th Nov - Medway Music Club with Chris Powell,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
Ã8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

13th Nov - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 9.30am, Cliffe 
Pools, ME3 7SX, what3words: humans.sleeps.bucks, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

13th Nov - East Medway u3a, óThe Commonwealth War 
Grave Gardensô, 2pm, Wigmore Smallholders Club,  
Ã3, sueu3acook@outlook.com  
 

16th Nov - ABBA Chique concert, 7pm, St Matthewôs 
Community Centre, Ã15pp, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

17th Nov - BWAG Woodland Task Day, clearing Primrose 
Banks, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, 
bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

19th Nov - RSPB Indoor talk óEarly Summer in Bulgariaô 
with Simon Ginnaw, 7pm, Ã4.50pp, Parkwood  
Community Centre, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

20th Nov - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial Hall, 
Woodside, Call 01634 388912 
 

20th Nov - BWAG Club Night óBirdwiseô with Hayley 
Taylor, Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, Ã5, 7.30pm,  

info@bwag.org.uk Facebook or 07772 920359 

 
 

22nd Nov - óAround the Bay of Biscay - Bilbao to  
Bordeauxô, 2pm, with Medway Geographical and Local 
History Society, Ã4pp, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,  
01634 572139 or lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

23rd Nov - Medway Repair Caf®, Strood Community Hub, 
10.30am 
 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

23rd Nov - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, 11.30am,  
Hempstead Village Hall and All Saints Church, Father 
Christmas in his grotto till 3pm. 
 

23rd Nov - Christmas Jumper Sale, 1.30-3.30pm,  
Bredhurst Church Charity Shop, ME7 3JZ  
Everything Ã3 and under 
 

26th Nov - The Tuesday Social Christmas Social, 
7.30pm Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower Halstow, 
refreshments and raffle, Ã4, 01795 842272 

 

27th Nov - Christmas Jumper Sale, 1.30-3.30pm,  
Bredhurst Church Charity Shop, ME7 3JZ  
Everything Ã3 and under 

 

27th Nov - ó1960ôs Decade of Changeô 7pm with  
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre, Ã3pp, 
01634 263622 
 

29th Nov - óRadio Astronomy: Past, Present & Futureô 
with Jonny Pierce, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastron.org.uk/events 
 

30th Nov - óUpchurch Choral Society Concertô,  
7.45pm, St Maryôs Church, Upchurch,  
mariondormer16@gmail.com 

 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, every 2nd Tues of 
month, 7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, Ã3.50  
including refreshments. Visiting speakers, raffle, quiz, 
demonstrations, annual Sept show. 01634 853884 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham  
School for Girls. rainhamladieschoir.com or 
email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662    
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, Ã2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 
 

HempstARA Art Club, 2nd and 3rd Tues of mth,  
Scout Hall, Ã7, 07710 406154/01634 389054 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society (MAPSL), 
restoring vintage aircraft at Rochester Airport,  
visitors welcome Mon, Wed, Sun from 9.30am,  
contact www.mapsl.com 
 

Art Group, Tuesdays, 10am, Twydall Comm Hub    
 

The Music Man Project, accessible music education 
Sarah Mann, 07909515439 mmpkent@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Voices choir, Thurs 8pm, St Matthew's  
Community Centre, Roger - 07774 457001 
wigmorevoices.weebly.com  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:mmpkent@gmail.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     Ã2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: Ã36.00 per month 
Ã96.00 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

RAINHAM COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD APPLE JUICE 
Cox/Russet - 1 litre bottles for  Ã3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH  
or Mierscourt Farm Shop, ME8 PJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore ï modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 
 
 
 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - Ã12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting ï Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 
 

 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 

ENGINE HOIST FOR HIRE 
1 ton capacity, Ã15 per day, Ã150 
refundable deposit, reduced rates for 
longer hire. 
Contact Steve - 07874 995521 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living. The presentation 
comes with a display, and brochures 
providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 

14 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions ï Bathrooms ï Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes ï Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


