
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      
       AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA   

OCT 

2024 

 

NUMBER 605 
First published  

March 1969 

And with that, the Rainham Co-op was no more... 

 

The old Co-op hall and shops were demolished in 1997. 
 

Further to our August article, we found the published thoughts of one of our  
resident historians, from 1998, as plans were being put forward for that area  

of the High Street following the demolition. 
It is interesting to look back and read what is now history!  See his thoughts on p9. 

 

(photo credit - Peter Manning)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

We have definitely begun to head into 
Autumn weather!  It has been cool in the 
morning and then beautifully warm by 
lunchtime on many days over the last few 
weeks.  Misty mornings may be just around 
the corner.   
The coats will now have to come out of the 
cupboard but there will be some amazing 
photo opportunities, particularly along the 
river and amongst some or our last few 
orchards and fields. 
 

Having just celebrated my daughterôs 
graduation following four years of study, this 
weekend I will be off with the some of the 
Action Forum team to help celebrate the hard 
work that goes on in our community - often 
for a lot more than four years! 
 

It was lovely to hear the news regarding The 
Flying Saucer (see p3 for details) and we  
wish them all the best in their endeavours.  
Hopefully they will keep us posted.   
It has been great to see some of our older pubs 
kept going, or revived by new owners/tenants 
and my neighbours and I have really enjoyed 
spending Tuesday Quiz Night together at the 
pub along my road. 
 

It may only be the end of September, but 
preparation for Christmas is not far away.  
Keep an eye on the diary dates as craft fayres 
and ócreatingô opportunities will begin to be 
listed.  It may mean you can get a little ahead 
of the curve, although there is Harvest, 
Halloweôen, Bonfire Night all to come first. 
I am sure there will be many more dates in  
our November edition, along with special 
entertainment activities for celebrating.   
If anyone sees the first Christmas lights, donôt 
hesitate to let us know! 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Rainham Walk  
 

Dear Editor,  
Thought I'd let you know I've just done the 
walk featured on p9 of the Sept edition 
From my house and back I measured 4.97 
miles which was 10,682 steps and took me 
just over an hour. I'm an experienced walker 
doing an average of 10-20k steps most days.  
 

Most of the walk was easy to follow but  
when you get to the end of the footpath in 
Berengrave you have to bear slight right or 
you reach a dead end.  
Also when you reach the road and cross over 
you have to turn left before Station Road as 
you come out opposite Rainham Shopping 
Centre. 
 

Nice walk though. Good to find different 
walks that are circular. 
Nice to get some parts of Rainham you might 
otherwise miss. 
It would be nice to see this as a regular  
feature where people share walks.  
If interested I have some I can share too. 
 

Kind regards,  
Paul Chaplin, Rainham  
   

Rainham Photography Society 

 

Did any readers remember Rainham  

Photography Society or have a family  
member who was part of the group during  
the ó70s and early 80s?  
Old photos of Rainham are fascinating and  
the many competitions and activities held by 
the group would have led to a whole host of 
photos.  It would be great to see if any of  
these photos still exist.  
 

Andy James, info@Rainham-History.co.uk,  
is working through the contacts he has been 
given so far.   

 
Christmas is Coming! 
 

Each year we reserve a page in Action Forum 
to post the dates of Christmas Carol Services 
and other services put on by the local 
churches. 
 

 
Next issue : Oct 24th, 2024 
Copy date : Oct 14th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

 

The print/distribution date for our December 
edition is 28th November. 
Can we ask that if you are part of a local 
church that you encourage your admin teams 
to get the dates to us BEFORE 15th November 
this year. 
If any organisations have other Christmas 
activities planned for the Rainham Community 
then donôt hesitate to begin sending details in 
to us now.  We can begin to spread them 
between the final two editions of 2024. 
 

We look forward to being able to list the wide 
variety of amazing opportunities on offer to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

Many thanks,  
Editorial Team 
 
Flying Saucer PH update 
 

Following the photo/article last month, we 
thought you might be interested to know that 
the Flying Saucer pub has been granted ACV 
(Asset of Community Value) status! 
 

The community in Hempstead are organising 
to raise funds for purchase should the owner 
decide to sell.  
They have a website with more information 
which is www.fofs.org.uk 
 
Rainham Community Awards 
 

The awards for 2024 take place at the end of 
September, just after Action Forum goes to 
print.   

 

It looks to be a great night, with lots of 
opportunities to celebrate the different 
individuals and groups who help make 
Rainham more of a community.   
We look forward to giving you updates on  
the winners of each category next month. 
 
Bredhurst Woods Action Group 
 

Dear Editor,  
Over October we have two opportunities for 
people to get involved with us. 
On Oct 16th we have an evening where we 
will be learning about óThe Woodland Yearô 
with Simon Ginnaw and on Oct 20th there is a 
day of physical work planned, clearing 
Primrose Bank before we head into the 
Autumn. 
We would love to have people join the team 
and find out more about what we do. 
 

Regards, BWAG 
 

** For more details see our diary entries on p13 

 
2024 Poppy Appeal 
 

I am writing to ask all knitters out there if  
you would knit poppies for this year's Poppy 
Appeal for Hempstead Valley's Stall.   
They can be red (as normal), purple (horses)  
or white (conscientious objectors). 
All funds go to the Royal British Legion. 
 

Please contact Sandra on 07592 301151.   
Many thanks for all your donations. 
 

http://www.fofs.org.uk/


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т нv9 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 
LƴŘƻƻǊ ǎƘƻŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ƙŀƭƭ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 
 

Medway Music Club 
 

14th Oct, with Pete Shaw,  
7.30pm at Parkwood Community Centre.  
(see p13 for more) 
 
Upchurch Choral Society Concert 

We are preparing for our next concert on 
Saturday 30th Nov. 
 

We are an SATB choir and sing a wide  
variety of music, rehearsing in St Maryôs, 
Upchurch each Friday, 7.45pm - 9.15pm.  
We love new members - no auditions.  
 

For more details contact Marion Dormer.  
Email: mariondormer16@gmail.com 
 
Gillingham Lions Harvest Tea Party 
 

Sunday 6th October, 3.30-6pm 
St Margaretôs Millenium Centre 
 

Ring Brenda 01634 379062.  Transport can 
be arranged and we canôt wait to catch up.  

MASH Quiz Night 
 

Friday 4th October, ROKO Health Club,  
7pm for 7:30 start, £6 pp, max 8 per team, 
BYO nibbles, buy drinks from the bar.  
 

For tickets, call 01634 855844 or email  
admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk 
 
Medway Repair Caf®  

 

12th Oct - 10.30am - 1pm drop-in session 
Walderslade Hook Meadow Library   
 
ABBA Chique Concert 
 

The Abba tribute band are performing at  
St Matthewôs Community Centre:  
 

16th Nov, 2024, commencing at 7pm.  

 

Tickets are £15 and will include light  
refreshments (but bring your own drink).  
Available on 01634 234712 or at 
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 
WI Annual Craft Fayre 
 

The Rainham Evening WI will be holding 
their annual Craft Fayre: 
Saturday 9th November, 9.30am - 1pm.  
St Pauls Church, Parkwood  
Free entry and Free Parking  
 

There will be craft items, cakes, jams and 
chutneys, plants, Christmas decs, wooden 
goods, jigsaws, cards and stationery,  
jewellery as well as a raffle and tombola.  
And of course tea and Cake! 
 

For further info contact 07536 064911 

Men in Sheds???  
 

Medway Men in Sheds provides a space for 
men to meet, socialise and learn skills by 
taking part in activities with other men.  
It also provides an opportunity for informal 
learning, provides health-related information 
and signposts services, helping to improve 
mental wellbeing and social networks.  
 

Items renovated by Men in Sheds are given  
to Gillingham Street Angels to sell to raise 
funds for their projects across Medway. 
Fancy joining them?   
www.sunlight.org.uk/medwaymeninsheds 

mailto:admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk
mailto:geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

  

Due to age, injury and new houses, we are in 
need of more volunteer deliverers than normal.   

 

If you think you can help with the following 
roads the please contact Anne: 07791 585998 

 

Rainham      
Farnham Cl (102) 
Top of Maidstone Rd (29) 
Mossy Glade (35), Glistening Glade (31) 
Honey Bee Glade (21) 
Lonsdale Dr from Mierscourt to Broadview Av 
Lower Mierscourt Rd (52-136) 
Mierscourt Rd (290-306, 308-348 plus 4) 
 

Parkwood  
Chipstead Rd (37) 
Regency Cl (44) 
 

Lower Rainham 
Pomeroy Ave (50) 
 

Upchurch 
The Street (50), The Poles (28) + 10 Church....
(90) total 
 

Temporary cover  
Solomon Rd (incl Old Orchard) (105) 
Chichester Cl (26), Russell Ave (28) 
 

 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club   

 

We meet between 2 and 4pm at Howard  
Memorial Hall in Woodside, Wigmore,  
welcoming anyone over 50 years of age.  
 

You are very welcome to come and make 
new friends. Have a natter over a hot drink 
and biscuits, along with a few games  
of bingo.  Interested?  
Give me a phone call for a chat and more 
details on 01634 362662.  Hannah Hendra. 
 
Hospital Radio Charity Quiz Night 
 

Sat, 12th Oct, 2024 - 7.30pm,  
Holy Trinity Church Hall, ME8 6JU  
£6 per head, tables of 6-8.  
Please bring own drinks and nibbles. 
 

Tickets: Eunice Norman on 07964 283976  
 
An October Musical Occasion 
 

Sunday 6th October - 6pm 
St Michael & All Angels, Hartlip, ME9 7TL 
 

A light programme of song favourites from 
stage, screen, opera and pop. Something for 
everyone! 
£10 for adults -under18s free.  
Interval refreshments and wine included. 
Do come, and bring your friends! 
 
Gillingham Lions Club Admin Fund Quiz 
 

Friday 18th October - 7.30pm 
Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall. 
£6 / head, bring your own food and drink.  
 

Contact Pat on 07774 310632 to book. 

Murder Mystery Evening 
 

Fri 11th Oct, 7pm, Millenium Centre 
Hosted by Friends of St Margaretôs Church, 
tickets are £10, available from 01634 230183 
or 379796.  
BYO nibbles and drinks. Booking essential. 

 
THIS SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

 
Square or Landscape shape 

 
 

£36 per month 

£96 for 3 months 
 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 



 

 

Developing the old Co-op site by Freddie 
Cooper - written in 1998 
 

ñProbably the last act of Gillingham Borough 
Council, before it amalgamated with 
Rochester to become Medway Council, was 
the issue of a Draft Development Brief for the 
site of the old Co-op hall and shops opposite 
to the Church in the High Street.   
 

This cleared area is probably the most 
sensitive development site in the centre of 
Rainham and the Draft Brief is perhaps the 
most important for us since the one issued 
over 30 years ago relating to the proposed 
shopping centre.  
The two are, to some extent, related as, 
undoubtedly, the location of the new shopping 
centre to the west of Station Road has brought 
about a decline of retail activity to the east.  
This was entirely predictable as the alternative 
site considered for the shopping centre was 
behind the Co-op between Station Road and 
Ivy Street. 
Personally, I can see no likelihood of a 
significant expansion of retail development to 
the east whatever is done on the Co-op site, or 
on any other site in that vicinity.   
 

The most original, and controversial, 
suggestion in the Brief is the creation of a  

 

 

pedestrian access through the site from Station  

Road to the High Street.  This would be either 
by the alleyway between Nos. 6 and 6a  
Station Rd and then along the wall of the 
Whitehorse PH or by an arcade through 2-4 
Station Rd. Whilst direct access from Station 
Road to the High Street is undoubtedly 
attractive in strict planning terms, I reckon  
that it would become a dangerous óno-goô  
area right in the centre of town to which I 
would hope, and expect, the police to raise 
objection.  I cannot think anyone would wish 
to buy property next to such a óproblem 
areaô.  The Council has acknowledged that 
CCTV cameras may be necessary!   
 

The development envisages provision of 
óunitsô fronting the High Street for offices, 
health care services, or leisure use.  Use of  
the ground floor facing the High Street, is 
discouraged for residential use on grounds  
of traffic noise.  I suggest passing pedestrians 
would also be a problem and occupants of  
all higher flats facing the Church will need to 
like the sound of bells!   
It is suggested that scope exists for 
approximately 40 - & 2-bedroom studio flats, 
built on three sides of a quadrangle, the  
centre of which would provide car parking, 
services and a garden.  I presume that such a 
design would be amended if the pathway 
through the site is deleted.   

 

Rainham History 
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¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  
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Access to the rear would continue along the old 
roadway adjacent to 109 High Street which, it 
is suggested, should be widened for two-way 
traffic. This road originally gave entry to 
Jacobôs dairy pastures, the Co-op bakery and 
other properties. The entry to car parking and 
the services would be from this roadway too.   
 

The design of the building is, in my view,  
most important as this is such a sensitive, 
highly visual site from the raised pathways 
opposite.  
I can see a conflict between developers, who 
would wish to maximise the profitable 
potential and planners, who would hopefully 
wish to see the new design blend in with the 
listed buildings and conservation area 
immediately adjacent.  
I understand that the plan originally submitted 
by developers has already been amended to 
include six units facing the High Street so as to 
accommodate a large Doctorsô practice and 
Health Centre!   
 

An unusual feature mentioned in the brief is 
the Palm tree in the garden which few people 
see as it is behind the wall.  
The site of the proposed development was, 
prior to 1928, occupied by an imposing 
residence known as Church House.  There 
were four cottages alongside Church House 
which, although very old, at least fitted in with  

the character and architecture of the area at  
that time.ò 
 
Freddie Cooper was a long term Rainham 
resident and local councillor devoting many 
hours to public service, as well as being 
actively involved in several sports. His 
reminiscences provided a great deal of detail of 
everyday life in Gillingham and Rainham in 
the first part of the 20th century. He became 
Mayor of Gillingham in 1962, and was the last 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

person to be granted the Freedom of the 
Borough of Gillingham in 1998. He sadly 
passed away in 2009 aged 91. 
 
Bredhurst Update - history being made 
 

On 18th September, Bredhurst Parish 

Council took the issue of the Lidsing 
Garden development to the High Court to 

request  
a statutory review of the Maidstone Local 
Plan and, in particular, the allocation of 

Lidsing as a strategic site.  
 

Sadly the judge refused permission and, as 
such, this decision signals the end of the 
road for the legal process.  The inclusion  

of Lidsing in the plan stands.  
The next stage is for Maidstone Borough  

Council to produce a set of preferred 
options for approval by the government. 

Bredhurst PC will fight for as many 
mitigation measures as possible.  
 

Thank you to everyone who gave their 
support, in whatever way. 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 

10 

Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
C9a![9 t!Lb¢9w ϧ 59/hw!¢hw 
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http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

October in the Wilder Garden 
 

It was amazing that we went from hot and dry 
to cool and damp in the course of just one 
week, it seemed.  We have some lovely 
weather as I write, but its not looking as 
though we will have an Indian summer.   
 

As soon as the weather cooled, we became 
enthused with the idea of taming our garden.  
Partly by design, but mostly because of 
tiredness, we have let the garden do what it 
wanted to this year.   
Some of the gains were lovely - the grassy 
areas were more floriferous and buzzed with 
insects but other areas became impenetrable 
and totally neglected.  Added to this was the 
havoc wreaked by foxes, who dug and  
chewed and crashed through everything.   
However, we are having a little respite from 
them, mostly through blocking tactics. 
 

Plant of the month 
We are still getting pleasure from late 
flowering perennials, especially salvias in 
blues and reds and the new pale yellow one 
but the joy of the colchicums is tempered by 
the way the army of slugs and snails are  
eating them almost before they bloom!   
Fortunately, it is heartening to see the buds  
for next year appearing on trees and shrubs. 
The photo is of Viburnum - common but very 
pretty and very useful! 
 

Job of the month 
We will be having a long holiday during the 
time when we usually do most of our pruning 
and reshaping, so there is now impetus to our  
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work in the garden.   
The heavy rains in the first half of the year  
produced enormous growth so, now the 
chance of bird activity is lower, we are  
working with a will!   
Actually, it is lovely to see the garden  
structure emerging again.  A garden, rich in 
wildlife, does not have to be a messy un-
coordinated space.  Unfortunately, because  
I didnôt prune earlier, we are going to have  
to sacrifice some of next yearôs bloom.  But 
when strong plants are showing ótriffidô 
tendencies, action needs to happen!  
 

The Wild about Gardens team have just had 
our final Open Garden which was a great 
success.  Meeting lots of people and talking 
about their gardens is our idea of heaven.  
We are now onto the planning for next year. 
 
Keep up with all Kent Wildlife Trust  
activities at:  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 
 

Enjoy your gardening! 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens Advisor) 

 
 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on
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exploring the electrification of the bus fleet 
(please note that there are currently no target 
dates for this).  
Other measures, of which there are nineteen 
in total, range from more walking and  
cycling, to wider engagement on anti-idling, 
and encouragement for wider use of public 
transport.  
 

The consultation is open until the  
28
th
 October 2024 and I recommend  

residents engaging with it.  
Should you want to leave a comment, I  
suggest mentioning the need for wider  
engagement with all schools and the removal 
of the oldest, smokiest buses as soon as  
possible.  
The survey can be found here: 
www.medway.gov.uk/info/200140/
environment/416/air_quality/2 
or check-out the details on my  
Rainham Clever Breathers Facebook page. 
 

Alan Stockey 
 
Men In Sheds  
 

This group of men now collect donated  
items at the Recycling Centres to renovate/
refurbish.  Gillingham Street Angels then sell 
them and the items continue to be useful.  
Find out more about the group on p5! 

Climate Conversations 
 

New Air Quality Plan for Rainham  
 

You have chance to respond to Medway 
Councilôs draft Air Quality Action Plan 
(AQAP), which will replace the current 
2015 plan.  
Local authorities are required by law to 
produce an AQAP, when air quality has 
exceeded limits set by government.  
Rainhamôs Air Quality Management Area 
(AQMA) covers part of Rainham High St 
and has obviously exceeded the set levels.  
This is addressed in the Action Plan, along 
with two other AQMAôs (covering Pier 
Road in Gillingham and a much wider area 
referred to as Central Medway).  
 

The report structure must comply with  
government guidelines, which makes it far 
less readable for folks new to this area (all 
171 pages of it).  
It is, therefore, helpful that the draft report 
is accompanied by a short explanatory  
video which will assist those completing  
the consultation survey. I also guide people 
to pages 25-30 of the report as they detail 
the proposed measures to be taken, with an 
assessment of their benefits.  
The significant measure includes  



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

28th Sept - Macmillan Coffee Morning, Hempstead Li-
brary,  10.30am, entertainment and a raffle. 
 

29th Sept - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Minnis Bay, CT7 
9QP, 10am, what3words: duration.grumbles.twist,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  

 

1st Oct - RSPB Zoom talk with Mar k James Pearson, 
óYorkshireôs  Marine Mammalsô, 7pm, £3pp, email name 
and email to info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

4th Oct - MASH Quiz night, ROKO Health Club, 7pm, 
£6pp, max 8 people per team, BYO nibbles, drinks from 
bar, Tickets from 01634 855844 or email  
admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk 
 

6th Oct - Gillingham Lions Harvest Tea Par ty, 3.30pm 
St Margaretôs Millenium Centre, ring 01634 379062 
 

6th Oct - October Musical Occasion, St Michaels &All 
Angels church, Hartlip, 6pm, adults £10/under18s free. 
Interval refreshments and wine included. 
 

7th Oct - óGreen Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

7th Oct - Wigmore Darby and Joan Club, 2pm, Howard 
Memorial Hall, call Hannah on 01634 362662 
 

9th Oct - East Medway u3a, óThe Goose is getting fat: 
Christmas Traditionsô, 2pm, Wigmore Smallholders Club,  
£3, sueu3acook@outlook.com  

 

11th Oct - Murder Mystery, 7pm, £10pp, Millenium  
Centre, booking essential, 01634 230183 or 379796  
 

11th Oct - óThe Origin of the Moonô by Will Joyce, 8pm, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

12th Oct - Medway Repair Café, Walderslade Lib, 10.30am 
 

12th Oct - Hospital Radio Charity Quiz Night, Holy Trinity 
Twydall Church Hall, 7.30pm, £6pp, 07964 283976  
 

13th Oct - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Elmley NNR,  
ME12 3RW, what3words: matrons.caves.acids, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

14th Oct - Medway Music Club with Pete Shaw,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

15th Oct - RSPB Indoor  talk óSeychelles and Galapagosô 
with John Buckingham, 7.15pm, £4.50pp, Parkwood  
Community Centre, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

16th Oct - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Motney Hill,  
ME8 7TZ, what3words: regulates.decorator.smiling, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

16th Oct - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial Hall, 
Woodside, Call 01634 388912 
 

16th Sept - BWAG Club Night óA Woodland Yearô with 
Simon Ginnaw, Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, £5, 7.30pm, 
info@bwag.org.uk Facebook or 07772 920359 
 

18th Sept - Gillingham Lions Admin Fund Quiz, 7.30pm,  
Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall, £6pp, BYO nibbles and 
drinks, Contact Pat on 07774 310632  
 

20th Sept - BWAG Woodland Task Day, clearing Primrose 
Banks, 9.45am start, allotments, Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, 
bring refreshments, 07772 920359 or Facebook  
 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

23rd Oct - Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 7.30pm,  
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre,  
Rainham, £3pp, 01634 263622 

 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,  
Wigmore, 01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using (BSL), Every Mon, 
Rainham Social Club, Station Rd, Ages 10+, 6-8pm,  
£3pp, Learn sign language through the power of music. 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, every Fri,  
7.30pm, sue.rossiter1@outlook.com or 01634 234780 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice miniôs 
Sundays, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd  
Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, £2 pp, 07383 915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with COPD), 1st Tues  
of mth, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk/07775 461573 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each mth, 2pm, Wig-
more 
Smallholders Club, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
mth, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £36.00 per month 

£96.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 

RAINHAM COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD APPLE JUICE 
Cox/Russet - 1 litre bottles for  £3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH  
or Mierscourt Farm Shop, ME8 PJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment, all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 
 

 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 

ENGINE HOIST FOR HIRE 
1 ton capacity, £15 per day, £150 
refundable deposit, reduced rates for 
longer hire. 
Contact Steve - 07874 995521 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living. The presentation 
comes with a display, and brochures 
providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 
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15 

DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


