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The Co-op was a key part of Rainham for much of the 20th century  
Rainham had Co-op stores in multiple locations and many have precious memories  

of all the activities and events tied to them.   
(see p11 for more) 
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Editorial 

 

The summer holidays are now upon us and 
many of us will be heading off on holidays 
and day trips.  Many activities pause over the 
long break but there are still lots of different 
opportunities for people to take up. 
 

Reading the article about the Co-op 100 years 
back made me realise how important it is 
when business and community come together.  
We see a great example of that as the 
Gillingham Lions run their Harvest Teas again 
(see p7).  In the coming months we may run 
more about the life and demise of the Co-op 
here in Rainham. 
 

Last month, we welcomed Mark Wheeler to 
our editorial team.  Mark has lived in 
Rainham on and off over his life and is now 
back here with his wife, who has just 
celebrated receiving her British Citizenship.  
Mark works for Howdens but, as someone 
who used to be a sole trader, sees how Action 
Forum has the potential to help local 
businesses grow.  He is looking forward to 
being hands-on in encouraging that as well as 
assisting the local charities around Rainham 
and its environs. 
 

It was good to read that Victoria Golding and 
the team at Kent Wildlife Trustôs advice paid 
dividends (see next column).  Tyland Barn is 
so close that it really would be worth a visit 
over the holidays.  As Victoria mentions on 
p8, there is much on offer for all ages.  How 
great that Action Forum gets to tap into the 
knowledge and expertise of others - for free! 
 

Nominations for the Community Awards 
closes on the 31st so there is just a few days to 
get your votes in.   
 

In the meantime, enjoy all you do. 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Magpie advice  
 

Hi Victoria, 
Have tried your advice re magpies 
divebombing mealworm feeder and it works 
the smaller birds now get a good meal. 
 

Regards 
G Crawford, Rainham   
 
Rainham Banks 
 

Dear Editor, 
Referencing the picture and piece in the 
Action Forum July 2024 edition about bank 
branches in Rainham, I have a memory of  
the Midland Bank in Rainham Precinct at  
least up to the late 80ôs.   
My son and my mother used to bank with  
the Midland Bank.  I believe the office was 
either where the pool hall or Savers shop  
next door are now.   
My familyôs accounts were with Barclays 
which has been gone a good few years.  
 

Can anyone confirm? 
Thanks  
Olwen OôDowd (Mrs) 
 

***Midland Bank, subsequently HSBC,  
was based in the shopping centre where the 
current Savers store is located.  
It moved there in the late 1980s from the 
previous location adjacent to Hidsons, 
opposite Manor Farm. That site was 
demolished and the Hidsons building was 
extended to cover the land.   
 

Andy James 
 
Elm Plastics 
 

Dear Editor, 
your recent article about Elm Plastics and 
some of the ladies who worked there stirred 
up quite a few memories for my brother  
and me.  
Our mother, Ivy, worked from home 
assembling plastic donkeys. They had  
nodding heads with a magnet inside and a 
separate ring also containing a small  
magnet to control the head. 
  

 
Next issue : Aug 12th, 2024 
Copy date : Aug 22nd, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

We had large sacks of the various plastic parts, 
left/right bodies, left/right heads, rings etc., 
lined up in the hallway. There were also maybe 
half a dozen demi-johns of acetone lined up. 
The whole house stank of acetone. Health and 
safety was just as important for the home 
workers as in the factory it seems! 
 

Dad cut circles of thick felt, laid in the bottom 
of Mansion Polish tins to soak in acetone. The 
pairs of parts were laid on this for maybe as 
long as a minute, before being stuck together, 
hopefully in the correct order! The donkeys 
were each tested once they'd set. Presumably 
mum only got paid for good ones. 
 

My brother, Malcolm, remembers going to the 
factory with dad to pick up large sacks of parts. 
We can't remember if the acetone was brought 
home the same way or if it was delivered. I 
was only 6 or 7 so I didn't get involved in that 
side of things. Malcolm has this memory of 
low wooden buildings and a chain link style 
entrance gate, quite depressing.  
 

Mum used to work at Motney Hill as well and, 
like most people at the time, used to cycle to 
and fro each day. The extra home work must 
have been during evenings and weekends. 
Malcolm and I were both at school and 
remember helping. He remembers us emptying 
the large sacks full of parts onto the floor and 
then sorting/separating them into bodies, heads 
and rings. I thought they would have come in 
separate bags but they must have been cut 
from the moulded sprue, much like the Airfix 

kits we had in later years. We've both got 
vague memories of the donkeys coming in 
various muted colours as well as white. 
 

Hopefully this will stir up a few more 
memories. Thank you again for waking up  
our last few remaining brain cells. 
 

Kind regards 
Frank King 
 
Horace Moore 
 

Many of you will have 
been aware of the death 
of Mr Moore in April.   
Below is an edit from 
his family, who have 
been bowled over by  
all the kind words and 
memories shared with them. 
 

ñOur Dad passed away peacefully at home  
with family around him.   
Dad was a co-founder of  Hales and Moore 
Fishmongers and a familiar face to so many.  
He was proud to be born, bred and live his 
whole life in Rainham.  Dad taught us the 
values of being kind, happy, respectful to  
others and last, but not least, a love of 
dancing! 
We were so very lucky to have great  
memories of times shared with family and 
friends.  Family was everything to him and  
he will be missed by so many. 
 

Anita, Karen, Brad and familiesò 



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Looking for a local Brownie Pack? 
 

5th Rainham Brownies will have spaces in 
September as our older Brownies move on  
to Guides.  
Ideal for girls aged 7-10, we play games, 
make things, take part in activities and go  
on trips and residentials.   
 

We meet at Riverside Primary School on a 
Thursday evening.  
To find out more, please email: 
5thrainhambrownies@blueyonder.co.uk 
or message on the 5th Rainham Brownies 
Facebook page. 
 

Michelle Hemsley 
Leader of 5th Rainham Brownies 
 
Upchurch Choral Society Taster Days 

Now taking a break over the summer, we 
will re-start on Friday 6th September,  
preparing for a concert at the end of  
November. 
 

We are an SATB choir and would love to 
have some new members.  
No audition is necessary.  
 

We rehearse in St Maryôs, Upchurch on  
Friday evenings from 7.45pm till 9.15pm  
and sing various music including secular, 
sacred and choral works.  
Anyone interested is invited to come along 
on 6th and/or 13th September to listen or  
join in to get a taste of what we will be  
doing.   

For more details do contact our chairman, 
Marion Dormer.  
Email: mariondormer16@gmail.com 

Good Neighbour Award Nominations  
 

Do you think you have good Neighbours? 
 

Why not nominate them for a Great  
Neighbour Award as part of the Rainham 
Community Awards, sponsored this year by 
1st Accounts UK Ltd. 
 

Tell the Rainham Community Awards team 
what they do for you  and why they are such 
great neighbours at:  
 

                             ww.tinyurl.com/RCA2024 
 
ABBA Chique Concert 
 

The well-known, and very popular, Abba 
tribute band will be performing at the  
St Matthewôs Community Centre:  
 

16th November, 2024  
commencing at 7pm.  

 

Tickets will include light refreshments (but 
bring your own drink). 
Ã15 each - they are available by telephoning:  
01634 234712 or emailing: 
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Don't forget your dancing shoes!! 
 
Afternoon Tea in Hartlip 
 

St Michael and all Angels Church would  
like to invite you to one of our famous  
afternoon teas. 
 

First Sunday in August and September 
3pm-5pm   
 

Help us to keep our beautiful church alive. 

mailto:5thrainhambrownies@blueyonder.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/1stAccountsUkLtd?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJtcdBAgNqJlMmgZ9QHD42Tgtqp8_MCV5z49wbpcrx6Q7pxzaOX1yJNcK-Ag96gCVzeNV0XDb0Ju7OA6z_nM5w18_08GRtYVMFxpQR1bZK4JNeTsUrQsWdZG3y5TVi0DlTYt3RTBRVUVMSnEmq9urU5VxhbuGJui9yx_yDH_nds9CsGEaepgDEVqx3oU4fkjc&__tn__
https://ww.tinyurl.com/RCA2024?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0vNiENJr5NXC6XQWf4n6_oU7ExqsaRwpivnPeUQC1I33gpDpxQANif06Q_aem_MlsCCZ3Sxcwp20iL59KYCg
mailto:geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

  

We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  
  Rainham      
Cherry Tree Rd and area (110) 
Lonsdale Dr - Ploughmans Way to Deanwood 
Drive, both sides (111)  
Tanker Hill (65) 
 

 Parkwood  
Chipstead Rd (37),  
 

Upchurch 
The Street (50), The Poles (28) + 10 Church....
(90) total 
 

If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group  
 

There will be no BWAG activities on during 
the month of August.  They will resume Sept.  
 
Medway Music Club 
 

12th Aug, with Andrew Nix,  
7.30pm at Parkwood Community Centre.  
See p13 for more. 
 
Next Medway Repair Caf®  

 

Luton Library - 17th Aug  
10.30am-1pm drop-in session focusing on 
school uniform/bike repairs 
01634 337799 for more info. 

 

Hempstead Festival - Save the Date 
 

7th September, 2024  
Hempstead Community Hub (library) 

 

Crafters and horticulturists, come and show 
off your talents.  Craft stalls are welcome  
to purchase a space in the courtyard.  The  
event is open to anyone with a connection  
to Hempstead or the Parish of South  
Gillingham.  Contact Hempstead Library  
for more info. 
 
2024 Poppy Appeal 
 

I am writing to ask all you lovely knitters  
out there if you would kindly knit poppies 
for this year's Poppy Appeal for  
Hempstead Valley's Stall.   
They can be red as normal, purple (horses)  
or white (conscientious objectors). 
 

All funds from the sale of the poppies goes 
to the Royal British Legion. 
Please contact Sandra on 07592 301151.   
Many thanks for all your donations. 
 
Rainham Eco Hub podcasts 
 

Itôs the summer holidays so why not head  
to Facebook and listen to editions of the 
teamôs Tread Lightly podcasts.  
 
Lions Harvest Tea Party 
 

Sunday 6th October, 3.30-6pm 
St Margaretôs Millenium Hall 
 

Ring Brenda on 01634 379062 
Transport can be arranged 
 



 

 

August in the Nature-Friendly Garden 
 

We are all starting to feel a bit cheated by not 
having a proper summer but despite having a 
lot of rain across the country, the ground is 
very dry here.  I am using a lot of my stored 
water to ensure that the trees and shrubs, in 
particular, keep hydrated.   
Because of the wet winter and spring, my trees 
have been wonderful this year with several of 
them blooming well when they normally 
donôt!  And the growth is unprecedented.   
We always have to make the decision about 
watering if the prevailing conditions will 
continue or whether we will have a sudden 
drought and need to conserve it!  I didnôt 
realise how much my rhubarb had dried out, 
until in the last week or so, when up it has 
come again.   
We are also all disappointed at the small 
numbers of insects in the garden except the 
tremendous number of slugs and snails, which 
we despatch to the recycling.  I am seeing 
interesting species, but usually one at a time. 
 

Plant of the month 
I am so pleased that last yearôs carrot seeded 
so I still have a bit of interest in the drier 
grass.  My seedling species salvias germinated 
but have disappointed by not coming into 
flower - I am often too impatient.  I really  

 

struggle keeping a continuity of flowers in  
the garden, instead relying on my old  
favourite perennials. 
 

In other areas, 
holding my nerve 
with the ragwort 
has translated 
into over a 
hundred of the 
lovely orange 
and black 
Cinnabar caterpillars.   
 

Job of the month 
I started to collect seed last month and am  
not disappointed by doing so.  We lost so 
much time due to the debilitating effects of 
covid that it is going to be catch-up for the  
rest of the year.  Do what you can do, 
especially the things that are close to the 
house, so you enjoy the fruits of your efforts. 
 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events  
 

See all the wonderful things we do over the 
summer.  Visit somewhere different, or check 
out the events for young people at 
Tyland Barn and Sevenoaks.  
 

Happy Gardening! 

 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens, Advisor) 
 

Nature Notes  

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  
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Rainham Trees 

 

The trees are green now, and will soon be 
producing seed.  As well as looking good, they 
have much value in an urban area such as 
Rainham. 
Once grown for ships of oak, trees are now 
widely grown to reduce the excess carbon in 
our atmosphere.   
Known for cleaning pollution from the air we 
breathe and supporting our diminishing 
wildlife (an oak tree can support around 2,500 
different species), did you know that studies 
show there is less speeding in tree-lined streets, 
and a lower rate of crime? 
People feel happier in areas where trees grow 
and suffer less mental health problems, and 
recent studies also show people are happier in 
areas where they hear birdsong.  
Oh! And birds need trees! 
 

As average temperatures rise and days in town 
become too hot, the dappled shade of trees 
significantly reduces the urban heat island 
effect - something a walk through those lucky 
Rainham streets with a square of green hidden 
beneath a canopy of trees will confirm. 
Living near a busy road, they also screen out 
traffic noise. 
 

But Rainhamôs valuable óurban forestô cannot 
be taken for granted as developments needing 
land increase and time and disease takes their 
toll. Trees are felled and not replaced so itôs 
with relief that those who appreciate the benefit  

 

 

of trees in Rainham have welcomed the 
proposal to establish a Community Tree 
Nursery within the now-derelict plant  
nursery in Cozenton Park (along with a 
Community Garden and allotment plots). 
 

ñA community tree nursery is when people 
come together to gather local tree seeds,  
plant them and care for them until they 
become young trees.  When the young trees 
are ready, the same people may also plant 
them, or they may instead pass them on to 
others in their community to plant. The  
newly-grown trees can be used to create 
woodlands, hedgerows, orchards or single 
treesò. 
 

But the new community tree nursery will be 
much more than just somewhere to grow 
trees. It will be a place where people can 
come and spend some spare time working 
with others, getting their hands dirty,  
making friends, drinking tea (and I expect 
there will be a need for cakes) and generally 
having fun. 
So keep your ears open for when planning 
permission is gained and it opens - certainly 
by early Spring 2025) and perhaps gather 
some acorns this autumn and start them off 
ready to be planted out in the nursery to 
become bigger before finding their óforever 
homeô, maybe providing welcome shade for  
hundreds of years in a future green and 
pleasant Rainham.   
                                                Leon Roskilly 
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation ï from Ã150.00 plus VAT  
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
C9a![9 t!Lb¢9w ϧ 59/hw!¢hw 
CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ WƻŀƴƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
!Ǌǘ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƴƻ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ 
  

ƻƴ лтфпу лнррру ƻǊ лмсоп ороллл 
ǿǿǿΦŀǊǘŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Freddie Cooper) 

 

This edited article was originally published in 1998. 
 

ñThe Rainham & District Co-operative Society Ltd 
have announced they are to close all activities here 
in Rainham on 4th April. This is a terrible blow to 
the prosperity of the Shopping Centre.  One hopes 
the closure will encourage Tesco to remain open as 
so many older folks would ýnd it difficult to shop 
elsewhere.  How ironic weôre dependent upon one 
supplier for grocery etc in Rainham when, pre-war, 
we had the Co-op, International, Perks, Roses and 
Quinells and many smaller well-stocked shops.   

 

Sittingbourne Co-op opened a branch shop in 1891. 
Rainham, as part of Milton Regis RDC, was far 
closer to Sittingbourne than Gillingham but in 1896 
the Rainham and District Co- operative Society Ltd 
was born. They started at l/2 Station Road, 
immediately below the Whitehorse PH garden, 
where they remained until the Shopping Centre was 
opened. 
An advertisement from Kelleyôs Directory 1908 
quotes annual sales of nearly Ã16,000 with a proýt 
of Ã1,500 and a membership of 505 when the 
population of Rainham was around 4,000.  Sales 
covered Grocery, Hardware, Crockery, Tinware, 
Drapery, Boots, Clothing, Furniture, Bakery, Pastry, 
Corn, Coal and Meat.  Many people worked long 
hours, often six days a week in the early part of the 
century, so could seldom get to the shops.  
Members would leave notes for the baker ordering 
replacement boots or items of clothing etc. Many 
didnôt lock their back door or, if they did, those 
making regular deliveries would know where the 
key was placed so they could leave deliveries of 
bread etc on the kitchen table.  
The Womenôs Guild, much involved in the 
education of women, was then started in 1900.  
New large shops and hall, opposite the Church, 
were opened in 1928 costing Ã10,000 and many of 
 us remember, with affection, the dances in the old  
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Co-op hall and the large clock which hung from 
the frontage until considered dangerous and  
taken down.   
Many Co-operative Societies were closely afýliat-
ed to the Labour Party as was Rainham; most of 
the Committee were ardent Labour supporters.  
I recall the Conservatives putting up candidates  
in the 1950s in an endeavour to obtain control of 
the Gillingham Co-operative Society. This was 
probably why Co-ops played an important role in 
community activities and the dividend earned on 
purchases enabled many members to obtain shoes 
and clothing etc. Paid quarterly, members would 
queue in alphabetical groups, at advertised times. 
Some can still recall their motherôs membership 
number. At one time tin type coins were issued  
but one rather unique feature used by each shop 
was the overhead cash transmission system  
whereby the cash and bill were sent in a wooden 
cup by spring action from the point of sale to the 
office and returned with change and receipt,  
absolutely fascinating!  
The Co-op fetes were an outstanding event in  
pre-war years. Much of the excitement came  
from the free rides, swings, roundabout and  
various side shows. The carnival was another  
pre-war feature when decorated horse drawn  
carts and vehicles paraded through our streets. 
Rainham pre-war was a hotbed for football and  
the Co-op had a very successful team and won 
many trophies.  Rainham Co-operative Society 
Ltd has had a major inþuence on our community. 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            
Systems Installed 

¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  
Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from Ã14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
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Warda Ahmed, Sustainability Officer from 
MidKent College, and Kerry Briffitt,  
Biodiversity and Sustainability lead from 
Southern Housing, led the judging for the 
Young Eco-Squad of the year Award. 
 

Well done to Holywell Primary School,  
Upchurch, for winning this year!  
Runners-up were Rivermead Inclusive Trust, 
Thames View, The Howard and Parkwood. 
 

Pictured below is Holywell  
Primary School students and  
forest school lead, Hazel Mace,  
receiving their award. 

Climate Conversations 
 

óOur Big Green School Yearô 
 

On 8th July, The Howard School hosted the 
first event of its kind in Rainham.   
The Howard School was joined by Eco-lead 
staff and students from Holywell Primary, 
Miers Court Primary and Parkwood  
Primary, who shared their environment and  
sustainability achievements.  
 

It was truly inspiring to hear their stories 
and how passionate they were about what 
they were doing.  
 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

28th July - Walk through Jeskyns and Ranscombe Farm 
Reserve, 10am start, meeting at DA12 3AN, what3words: 
gifted.funded.jeeps 
Contact Louise Hubbard - 07493 070207 for more info. 
 

30th July - Youth Van at Hillyfields Community Park,  
1-4pm. Come and try a variety of activities. 
 

31st July - nominations closing date for Rainham  
Community Awards, see p5 for more 
 

4th Aug - Afternoon Tea at St Michael & All Angels,  
Hartlip, 3-5pm, first Sunday of month to Sept 
 

4th Aug - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 9am, Oare Marshes, 
ME13 0QA, what3words: roughness.herrings.watching  
Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

5th Aug - óGreen Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

6th Aug - Medway Youth Service at Planet Ice Gillingham, 
test your skills for free, food provided, 3-5.15pm  
Register interest at summer.youth@medway.gov.uk 
 

8th Aug - Wigmore Voices Quiz Night, 7pm, St Matthewôs 
Community Centre, Ã5pp, 8 max to a team, bring own 
snacks, Reserve a place on 07990 837287 
 

12th Aug - Medway Music Club with Andrew Nix,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
Ã8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

14th Aug - East Medway u3a, óThe Chelsea Flower 
Showô, 2pm, Wigmore Smallholders Club, Ã3,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com  
 

17th Aug - Medway Repair Caf®, Luton Lib, 10.30am, 
focus on repair of bikes and school uniform 
 

18th Aug - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Bough Beech 
Reservoir, TN14 6LD, what3words: gold.invest.epic, see 
Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

20th Aug - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Queendown Warren, 
ME9 7XD, what3words: presenter.habit.caves, 10am, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

20th Aug - RSPB Zoom talk óWildlife Wanderings in the 
Wild Westô with Richard Coomber,  7.15pm, Ã3pp, email 
name and email to info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

20th Aug - Medway Youth Service at Soar, ME8 ORT, 
come and try out the trampolining, Total Wipeout arena, 
dodgeball and more, food provided, 4.40-7pm,  
Register interest at summer.youth@medway.gov.uk 
 

21st Aug - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial Hall, 
Woodside, Call 01634 388912 
 

22nd Aug - Zorbing at High Halstow, free session, no book-
ing required, 4.30-7.30pm, High Halstow Rec 
 

26th Aug - Dry Pub Crawl along Rochester High St, 
learning about events associated with pubs through the 
years, 2.30pm, meet at Guildhall Museum.   
No charge but a collection for Kent Air Ambulance taken. 
Contact geoff.rambler@me.com for more info. 
 

27th Aug - óSt Margaretôs Church history and Rev E R 
Oliveô with Liz Mouland, Tuesday Social Club, 7.30pm, at 
the church, Lower Halstow, refreshments included,  
contact 01795 842272 
 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, Ã5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fri AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign language (BSL)  
Every Monday, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd,  
Ages 10+, 6-8pm, Ã3 pp 
Learn sign language through the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, every Fri 
7.30pm, sue.rossiter1@outlook.com or 01634 234780 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, Ã5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice miniôs 
Sundays, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd  
Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, Ã2 pp 
07383 915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with COPD), 1st Tues  
of mth, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk/07775 461573 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each month, 2pm,  
Smallholders Club, Wigmore,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, Ã3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
mth, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com  
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  
07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, 2nd Tues of mth, 
7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, Ã3.50 including  
refreshments.  Visiting speakers, demonstrations, raffle, 
quiz, annual Sept show.  Contact 01634 853884  
 

Rainham Cricket Club 
www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham  

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     Ã2.75 per line per month 

Box Ads: Ã36.00 per month 

Ã96.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 

RAINHAM COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD APPLE JUICE 
Cox/Russet - 1 litre bottles for  Ã3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH  
or Mierscourt Farm Shop, ME8 PJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore ï modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - Ã12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting ï Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN 
DANCING Come join our friendly 
school and enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for 
details: www.latinfeverdance.co.uk  
or contact Julie on 07983 397439  
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 

 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living. The presentation 
comes with a display, and brochures 
providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT  
When life is tough, Samaritans are 
here to listen - any time of the day or 
night.  You can talk to them about 
anything troubling you, no matter 
how difficult.  
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website. 

14 

http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk
http://www.latinfeverdance.co.uk
mailto:mvw781@gmail.com
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  


