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Remember this anyone? 

 

This month we have more wonderful recollections about the Rainham Mark area  
from Linda Taylor.   See p11   

We didn’t have any photos of Rainham Mark, apart from the one of the pub from a few months ago, but 
we did find this one from a little further along the A2. 

 WR Durell, operated at the junction with Manor Farm and Maidstone Road. This photo is from 1984. 
 

(Photo thanks to Joe Ennis) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

Well, we have had lots of rain but also some 
lovely sunshine of late and most of my veg is 
now doing quite well, by novice standards.   
If anyone can give me advice on how to deal 
with marauding woodlice then perhaps even 
my pumpkins will survive and flourish.   
I teach children what an asset woodlice are; 
eating the dead matter in the garden but, this 
spring, I have witnessed them devouring and 
finishing off all my pumpkin plants - I leave a 
whole plant in the morning and get back to an 
empty space!  The neighbours must think I am 
deranged - reprimanding minibeasts sternly! 
I am glad to see that Victoria has given 
Graham some advice on his magpie problem.  
Perhaps she will give me some help too.   
 

It is exciting to read that the nominations  
page is now open for the 2024 Rainham 
Community Awards.  Everybody knows 
somebody who is deserving of some 
recognition so why not go online and see 
which categories are available this year.  You 
may have the perfect person or organisation  
to put forward and highlight. 
 

There is a lot to be getting involved with as 
the days get longer and brighter.   
My neighbours and I attended our local pub 
quiz recently.  We came last (on this first 
occasion) but had lots of fun.  I see that 
MASH has a quiz night that will be raising 
money for all those who struggle with their 
breathing.  Perhaps that is another date for the 
diary in which to work the grey matter more 
thoroughly?!  I also keep eyeing up some of 
the interesting talks that are on offer but the 
idea of the Wigmore Open Gardens scheme, 
in particular, is enticing.   
Perhaps I will see you there... 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Answer to plea for advice  
 

Dear Graham, 
Magpies are a continuing problem for a lot  
of us.  The problem is, they are too smart,  
like all corvids!  They recognise our habits, 
especially if you put your feed out at a 
particular time and they will return time  
and time again to a regular food source.   
 

I spoke to Peter, one of our Wild About 
Gardens Advisors, who suggested that if  
you want to provide mealworms and fat 
pellets, you follow his advice and ensure  
they aren’t around when you take it out.   
For at least a while, your open feeder is 
redundant, as what Peter does is put them 
amongst the twigs of shrubs, on the ground.  
That will enable robins and blackbirds to 
discover them and if you have a hedge or 
shrub border it will provide cover for them.   
 

Good Luck! 
Victoria Golding, Kent Wildlife Trust 
 
The Rainham Community Awards 2024  
 

Dear Editor,  
This year’s nominations are open and we  
are inviting everyone to take part and 
nominate someone!  
Recognise those selfless acts and dedication  
of local individuals - the awards shine a 
spotlight on those who make a difference.  
There are 7 categories to choose from: Eco  
to Health & Wellbeing, Volunteers to  
Unsung Heroes.  There are also two new 
categories this year – The Rainham  
Creative Award for all artists, musicians or 
other creatives and the Great Neighbour 
Award for any group/individual who makes 
where you live or work better, on a regular 
basis or through a single act of kindness.  
 

The finalists will be invited to an Awards 
ceremony - last year proved to be a 
memorable occasion, reinforcing the power  
of community and the impact of individual 
contributions.  Go ahead and nominate 
someone today www.tinyurl.com/RCA2024 
 

Regards, Kayleigh Ward 

 
Next issue : June 20th, 2024 
Copy date : June 10th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

  Rainham Poetry Festival 2024 
 

   Dear Editor, 
  Held on 31st May/1st June at St    
  Margaret’s Church, the theme  
  this year is ‘Home and Abroad’, 

featuring Britain’s first female poet laureate, 
Dame Carol Ann Duffy as guest speaker. 
There will be poetry readings, talks and 
discussions over the weekend, which finishes 
with a prize evening for poems shortlisted in a 
competition amongst 6th Formers taking 
English in Medway schools. 
 

See www.rainhampoetry.org for more detail. 
 
May Day Memories 
 

Dear Editor, 
I loved the picture on the front of  the May 
edition.  Ten years later and that could have 
been me in the photograph - I fondly 
remember dancing around the maypole, 
creating all the different patterns with the 
ribbons.  Different dances produced different 
patterns.   
The pole moved up to Orchard St when the 
Station Rd school closed.  I wonder if they still 
celebrate? 
 

Alan Stockey 
 
Green Champions of Medway! 
 

Liz and Kayleigh of Rainham Eco-hub won  
this award at the 2024 Pride in Medway 
evening.  Congratulations to them both. 

Congratulations to Deanwood Primary! 
 

Deanwood Primary has served the  
community for many years and is to be 
congratulated on its recent “Good” Ofsted 
inspection.  Inspectors highlighted, ñPupils 
enjoy coming to school at Deanwood, clear  
in the positive ways they interact with one 
anotherò.  The Early Years get off to a  
strong start: “Staff set clear and high 
expectations for what every child will learn 
and this helps them to achieve well and be 
ready for the next stage of learning.ò 
 

Deanwood wants all its pupils to be ‘Happy, 
Successful and Safe’, believing that children 
who feel happy and safe in school will be  
keen to learn and more likely to make good 
progress, both academically and emotionally. 
Principal, Jane Wright said, ñWe are 
absolutely overjoyed with the outcome of  
this inspection. It has been a challenging  
year for us following the sudden death of  
our Assistant Head. However, this outcome 
reflects the hard work been put in by all  
staff and the amazing resilience of the whole 
school community.ò  
 

Owen McColgan, Chief Exec of The Howard 
Academy Trust, said, ñI am delighted that  

the inspector recognised the fantastic work 
that takes place at Deanwood every day.  

Staff within the school are passionate about 
making sure that every child reaches their  

full potential.ò 

http://www.rainhampoetry.org


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Hempstead Festival - Save the Date 
 

7th September, 2024  
Hempstead Community Hub (library) 

 

Calling all crafters and horticulturists -   
there is plenty of time to plan your planting 
and craft entry and show off your talents.  
Craft stalls are welcome to purchase a  
space in the courtyard of the library in  
order to sell produce. 
 

Last year’s festival had over 250 entries in 
the 73 classes and the event is open to  
anyone with a connection to Hempstead or 
the Parish of South Gillingham.  
The Grand raffle funds future festivals. 
 

Contact Hempstead Library for more info. 
 
Medway Repair Caf®  

 

Chatham Library - June 22nd  
01634 337799  
 
Afternoon Tea in Hartlip 
 

St Michael and all Angels Church would  
like to invite you to one of our famous  
afternoon teas. 
 

First Sunday in June, July,  
August and September 
3pm-5pm   
 

Please join us for a relaxing afternoon of  
tea and homemade cakes whilst enjoying  
the peace and tranquillity of our lovely 
church yard with beautiful views across the 
orchards to Rainham.  This will help us to 
keep our beautiful church alive. 
 

Wigmore Open Gardens  
 

Saturday 29th June - 10-3pm 
 

For a variety of reasons there are fewer  
gardens available to open for this event in 
2024 so it will only run on Saturday.   
Refreshments & lunches are available, along 
with great raffle prizes, many plants and  
other items for sale.  
It will be a worthwhile and enjoyable time. 
For further details visit: 
facebook.com/stmattswigmore/events  
or contact Paul: 
paul@bellerby.me or on 07486 906589. 

 
News from Upchurch Choral Society 
 

We are an SATB village choir looking for 
new members to join us.  
We rehearse in St Mary’s church, Upchurch 
on Friday evenings from 7.45 till 9.15pm and 
sing various music including secular, sacred 
and choral works.  
If you’re interested in joining us, there is no 
audition requirement.  
Please contact Marion Dormer:  
mariondormer16@gmail.com 
 
The Tuesday Social Club, Lower Halstow  
 

Tues 25th June, Memorial Hall, School La.  
 

The Maunsell Forts  - 7.30pm  
 

Please do join us for a fascinating talk by 
Frank Turner.  
£4 entry on the door , refreshments and  
raffle included.  Contact Liz - 01795 842272  

mailto:paul@bellerby.me


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

  

We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  
  Rainham      
Pump Lane - Begonia Ave to railway bridge, 
incl Aylward and Emmeline (112) 
Beechings Way - from Pump Lane to Pembury 
Way, incl Truro, Ripon & Ely (90) 
Lonsdale Dr - 95-237 (73) and 112-226 (59)  
Lonsdale Dr - 239-365 (63) and 228-334 (48) 
Tanker Hill (64) 
 

 Parkwood  
Chipstead Rd (37), Peveral Green (49) 
Old Castle Walk (77), Nares Rd (60), Lyall 
Way (58) Moyle Close (49),  

 

If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

2024 Poppy Appeal 
 

I am once again writing to ask all you  
lovely knitters out there if you would  
kindly knit some poppies for this year's 
Poppy Appeal for Hempstead Valley's Stall.   
You can make them with red, purple (for 
horses) or white (for conscientious  
objectors) 
 

Please rest assured that all funds from the 
sale of the poppies goes to the Royal  
British Legion. 
Please contact Sandra on 07592 301151.   
Many thanks for all your donations. 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group  
Club Night 
 

The Orchids of Kent with Clive Nuttman 
 

19th June, 7.30pm, Blacksmith’s Barn, 
Bredhurst, £5 on the door, refreshments  
incl. Call 07813 785940 or check us out  
on Facebook and info@bwag.org.uk 
 

Our woodland task day this month is on  
16th June and will be an orchid survey. 
Meet 9.45pm at the allotments, Hurstwood 
Rd. Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ.  
 
The Tuesday Social Club, Lower Halstow  

 

Sat 29th June, St Margaret’s Church  
 

Guide Dogs for the Blind,  
with Brian Killick and his dogs  

2pm  
 

This is a great event, especially for  
children.  There is no charge but donations 
are welcome.  Refreshments available.   
Contact Liz - 01795 842272  
 
Quiz Night with MASH 
 

Friday 14th June at Roko Health Club 
7pm, £6 pp, max of 8 per team 
 

Drinks available from the bar but BYO  
nibbles.  
Book in advance: 01634 855844 or  
admin@medwayasthmaself-help.co.uk  
 
Medway Music Club 
 

10th June, with Brett Wales,  
7.30pm at Parkwood Community Centre.  
See p13 for more. 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to 
help you with your pc, laptop, 

printer or internet.  
 

Software licences provided 
incl anti-virus and office 365.  

 

Call Mush on  
07542 795078 or email 

munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

mailto:admin@medwayasthmaself-help.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

June in the Nature-Friendly Garden 
 

No Mow May is a great success again!  
Lots of wild flowers have come up in the grass 
and now we have a good quantity of yellow 
rattle, which is helping to suppress the grass.  
For us, the seasons are slow to take off and 
whilst I have lots of red clover, ox-eye daisy 
and the rattle, hardly any of them are in flower 
as yet.  As I travel through the county, I see 
lots of these plants in flower - just not mine. 
Fortunately, there are lots of insects, 
particularly solitary bees and at last, my 
favourite, the holly blue butterfly.  The 
colours are going from yellows to whites, 
pinks, blues and purples, which is a pretty 
colour palate.  
 

Plant of the month 
My seedlings are generally doing well 
although some have needed a second planting, 
especially the rubekia and the echinacea.  My 
foxgloves have galloped upwards over the last 
month with the first of the year now out and  
it is a white one!  This is a surprise for me as I 
usually have only the purple ones.   
And, after two years of non-flowering, we 
now have flower on the twin flower, which 
rejoices in the name of Linnea borealis, named 
after the famous naturalist.  It comes from the 
Northern Forests of Scotland and  

 

Northern Europe.   My orchid from last year 
looks as though he may bloom again and a 
bulb coming up in one of the alpine troughs  
is another orchid.  It doesn’t have spots, but  
is probably another common spotted orchid.   
It is such fun to be surprised by unexpected 
plants! 
 

Job of the month 
We haven’t been active in the garden  
recently, as we have both been suffering  
from different ailments, but we nearly have  
all the laburnum now dug out and cut down, 
ready to be used next year.  My next job is  
to change the pot garden pot over to summer 
flowers, using all those I was able to over-
winter from last year.  That will be a lovely 
display in pink and white to take us into 
autumn. 
 

We have had a great couple of days at local 
shows, including at Sevenoaks CAN (Climate 
Action Network) but are looking forward to 
our Open Gardens, starting on 7th June:  
 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens/
open-gardens  
I hope to be there to meet you at 
some of them.  Have a happy 
“Flaming” June. 

 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens, Advisor) 
 

Nature Notes  

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  
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New Allotments for Rainham 

 

Most people who know me know that I think 
allotments are cool.  
Not only do you get the joy of growing your 
own fruit and vegetables, but you get to help 
reduce food miles alongside your shopping 
bills.  
They also improve both your health and local 
biodiversity.  A study found that an allotment 
site can have 70% more insects than regular 
farmland due to the greater range of flowers 
and less chemicals sprayed. 
 

It has always saddened me that Medway  
lacked the allotments needed to keep up with 
the demand.  In 2023, the waiting list almost 
quadrupled compared to 2019, with many 
people waiting up to 5 years to get a plot of 
their own. 
But this trend may end soon now that an 
exciting new community project is coming to 
Rainham!   
 

Medway Council has secured funding to 
renovate Cozenton Park, including the disused 
nursery buildings that are situated within the 
park.  Part of this project may include the 
creation of a community garden and allotments 
on the site of the old nursery, allowing local 
residents to have a go at growing their own 
fruit and vegetables. 
The project is currently going through a 
consultation phase to make sure the council 
fully understands what people want.   
 

 

I really urge as many people as possible to 
take part and ensure your voice is heard.   
Hopefully, some of you attended one of the 
council events but, if not, you can also take 
part online at: 

 

www.medway.gov.uk/CozentonGreenspace 
 

The closing date for taking part online is 
18th June. 
 

Many thanks,  
Stuart Bourne 
 

Medway Council says on their website, 
 

óThe proposal for the old nursery site is to 
demolish the old glasshouses (beyond repair) 
and create a small community tree nursery, 
community garden and allotment plots.  The 
community nursery and garden will give  
local people the opportunity to meet up and 
learn new skills, as well as provide an  
outdoor education space. 
A community tree nursery is when people 
come together to gather local tree seeds,  
plant and care for them until they become 
young trees.  When ready, the same people 
may also plant them or they may instead  
pass them on to others in their community.  
A community garden space brings people 
together, to improve health and fitness, and 
provide educational value. These sites are 
where the focus can be on growing food  
and nutrition as well as for ornamental 
purposes.ô 
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THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

  
CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Linda Taylor) 

 

More Rainham Mark Reminiscences 
 

Further to my letter in the October 2023 
edition, about the Belisha Beacon and then the 
interesting Chris Morris December edition 
letter on Tesco/Bowater site, I thought readers 
might like to know just how different 
Rainham Mark was in the 60s, 70s and early 
80s.  In fact it was more like a small village, 
with a range of shops to cover local needs.  
My memories start from 1967, when I moved 
into the area. 
 

Starting from the Rainham end on the north 
side of the A2, before Elizabeth Court was 
built in the late 70s, stood an independent 
butcher’s shop.  After a gap, where perhaps a 
previous shop had been, was a shop (now 
Sophisticuts) that during my time here has had 
several reincarnations - I remember it mainly 
as a greengrocery.   
Adjacent to this was a shop run by the elderly, 
and very memorable, Miss Buxton.  It was a 
really old-fashioned general store that had 
previously been run by her father.  
Where Enterprise vehicle hire is now located 
was, from the late 60s, a Shell and then 
Texaco filling station and forecourt but prior 
to this it was a hardware store run by Jack 
Smith - with old fashioned petrol pumps 
situated on the kerbside.   
The newsagent, run by Bert and his 
indomitable wife, was the next shop.  My 
strongest memory of this shop was the smell 
of food frying as Bert always seemed to have 
a frying pan on in the back room.   
Then there was the post office which was  

11 

always busy on pension and family  
allowance collection days.  I particularly  
remember that, in the 60s and 70s, the  
postmaster sold Featherby tomatoes, really 
great tasters, which were grown in the  
nursery just off Twydall Lane - sadly no 
longer there.  There was an alleyway by the 
side of the post office which led to a side 
(barn-style) door in the Belisha pub  
providing off-licence access, plus the chance 
for children to buy chocolate and crisps  
after shops shut at 5.30 or 6 pm.   
Finally, past the pub and after the drive  
access to Watling Tyres, was the site of a 
quite-considerably sized Co-operative  
grocery store providing fresh meat and  
vegetables as well as the usual grocery  
provision.  Until the early 70s it still used  
the overhead pulley system of paying with 
the deputy manager sitting on a raised desk 
dealing with the transactions. 
With the advent of out of town shopping  
centres such as Hempstead Valley in 1978,  
it was inevitable that these small retailers 
would close and the final death knell for 
Rainham Mark as a retail area came with  
the opening of the Tesco store at Courteney 
Road in the early 1990s.   

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 
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evidence, as it will be too complicated to  
have judges visit. As  biodiversity is  
improved and schools/associations made 
more sustainable, efforts will be recognised.   
 

These three awards will be presented at the 
Rainham  Community Awards being held  
on the evening of Saturday, 21st September 
2024, at St Margaret’s Church (a date for 
your diaries).  
 

Finally, we will have the 
‘Young Eco Squad Award’, 
which we aim to present at  
the planned ‘Our Big Green  
School Year’ event on 8th 
July (more to follow but 
please hold the date).  
The entry deadline date for nominations for 
this award is Friday, 14th June.  
 

A reminder of entry deadlines still open:  
Rainham Young Eco Squad Award  
Friday, 14th June  
Rainham Young Gardening Team  
Environment & Sustainability Shield  
Monday, 15th July  
 

For anyone requiring further details or  
support with entry forms, please do reach  
out - Alan 07515 284 244 

Climate Conversations 
 

I am pleased to provide details of the  
final two Rainham Young Eco Awards for 
2024 which, together with the 
‘Environment & Sustainability Shield’ and 
‘Young Eco Creativity Award’, complete 
the set of ongoing community awards   
which are school-focused.  
These awards are intended to be as  
inclusive as possible and open to infant, 
junior and senior schools, celebrating the 
fantastic efforts of students, teachers and 
assistants, senior leadership teams and  
governors during the 2023/24 school year. 
All award entries will receive a  
commendation for their achievements.  
 

The Rainham ‘Young Eco 
Gardening Team’ Award, 
presented in association 
with Rainham Horticultural 
Society is open to all school 
gardening clubs and teams 
in Rainham and surrounding areas 
(Bredhurst, Hempstead, Lower Halstow, 
Parkwood, Upchurch and Wigmore, as per 
the Action Forum delivery zone).  
Entry forms include details of what the 
judges will be looking for and how best to 
support your entry form with photographic  

 

Part-time Volunteer Booksellers 
Sunburst Books, Rainham has been expanded 

and refurbished; the largest charity bookshop  

in Kent, open 9am - 3pm six days a week.  

They would like to open later but need volunteers, 

both in the shop and with online ordering.  
 

To find out more call into the shop. 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

25th May - Medway Repair Café, Strood Lib, 10.30am 
 

28th May - RSPB Medway Walk, Stodmarsh NNR, CT3 
4BE, what3words: resemble.scaffold.strategy, 9.30am, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

28th May - óLife in the Kentish Victorian Workhouse’ with 
Helen Allison with Tuesday Social Club, 7.30pm, £4pp, 
Memorial Hall, Lower Halstow, contact 01795 842272  
 

31st May - ‘Hunting out Bursting Young Stars’,  
Carys Herbert, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

31st May/1st June - Rainham Poetry Festival (see p3) 
 

2nd June  - RSPB Guided Walk, 10am Old Lodge Ashdown 
Forest, TN22 3JD, what3words: shuffles.proclaims.scouted, 
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

2nd June - Afternoon Tea at St Michael & All Angels, (p5), 
Hartlip, 3-5pm, first Sunday of month from May to Sept 
 

3rd June  - ‘Green Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

9th June  - Parkwood Craft Market, 9.45am-1.30pm,  
Parkwood Community Centre 
 

10th June  - Medway Music Club with Brett Wales,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

12th June  - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Ranscombe 
Farm, ME2 1LA, what3words: keep.rooms.violin  
Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

14th June  - ‘The Story of the Winchcombe Meteorite Fall’, 
8pm, with Ashley King, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

14th June - MASH Quiz Night, Roko Health Club, 7pm, 
see p7 for more details 
 

16th June  - BWAG Orchid Survey, Meet at Hurstwood Rd 
allotments, Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ, 9.45am, refreshments and 
lunch included, info@bwag.org.UK/07813 785940 
 

18th June  - RSPB Medway, ‘Birds of the Camargue’ with 
Jonathan Forgham, Parkwood Comm Centre, ME8 9PN, 
7pm, £4.50, www.facebook.com/rspbmedway 
 

19th June  - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial 
Hall, Woodside, Call 01634 388912 
 

19th June - BWAG Club Night, ‘Orchids of Kent’ Clive 
Nuttman, Blacksmith’s Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 3JU, 7.30pm, 
£5, info@bwag.org.UK/07813 785940 
 

22nd June - Medway Repair Café, Chatham Library,  
01634 337799  
 

23rd June - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am Rye Harbour, 
TN31 7TY, what3words: flopping.loopholes.together, see 
Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway for details 
 

25th June - ‘The Maunsell Forts’ with Frank Turner,  
Tuesday Social Club, 7.30pm, £4pp, Memorial Hall,  
Lower Halstow, contact 01795 842272 
 

28th June  - ‘The Promise of Gravitational Waves’,  
Sue Bowler, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

29th June  - Wigmore Open Gardens, see p5 for  more 
 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

29th June - Guide Dogs for  the Blind with Br ian  
Killick, 2pm, St Margarets Church, Lower Halstow,  
free and very suitable for children 

 

29th June  - Wigmore Voices with ‘Broadway’, £10, 
7.30pm St Matthews, Drewery Drive, 07990 837287  
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

See My Voice miniôs 
Sundays, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd  
Ages 3-10, 11-12pm, £2 pp 
07383 915872 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with COPD), 1st Tues  
of mth, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk/07775 461573 
 

East Medway u3a, 2nd Wed each month, 2pm,  
Smallholders Club, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
mth, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  
07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst  
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcr icketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-
audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham  
School for Girls. rainhamladieschoir.com or 
email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662    
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, £2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 
 

HempstARA Art Club, 2nd and 3rd Tues of mth,  
Scout Hall, £7, 07710 406154/01634 389054 
 

Medway Aircraft Preservation Society (MAPSL), 
restoring vintage aircraft at Rochester Airport,  
visitors welcome Mon, Wed, Sun from 9.30am,  
contact www.mapsl.com 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £36.00 per month 

£96.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 

RAINHAM COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD APPLE JUICE 
Cox/Russet - 1 litre bottles for  £3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH  
or Mierscourt Farm Shop, ME8 PJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 235507 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.  Call 01634 
261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN 
DANCING Come join our  fr iendly 
school and enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for 
details: www.latinfeverdance.co.uk  
or contact Julie on 07983 397439  
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 

 

KGT COMPUTER SERVICES 
If you are looking for a computer or 
games console fix or upgrade please 
contact Kieran for a cheap quote: 
07881 744044 
KGTComputers@outlook.com 
 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor Rev 
T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in Africa, 
enabling them to have a trade and 
earn a living. The presentation comes 
with a display, and brochures 
providing further info. Contact Trevor 
Cox on 01634 670115 or  
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

Free 24-hour listening support  
When life is tough, Samaritans are 
here to listen - any time of the day or 
night.  You can talk to them about 
anything troubling you, no matter 
how difficult.  
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website. 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 

ƴŜȄǘŘƻƻǊ ŀǇǇ ƻǊ DƻƻƎƭŜ  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


