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May Day at the Infants  

May Day 1955 at the Infants Church of England school in Rainham. 
The school was located at the top of Station Road, where the shopping centre now is.  
We are hoping that some of you recognise either yourselves or a family member! 

 

(Photo thanks to Mrs S Hayes for the picture) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

So, I have just begun to plant out veg plugs 
and sow some seed ready for the warmer 
weather which will make it all grow.   
It will save our family some money, give me 
some much-needed exercise it the fresh air as 
well as the satisfaction of creating my own 
supplies!  
 

Rising prices are an issue for many but the 
Just Say Hello Food Project runs a community 
fridge and larder at St Margaret's Church, 
Rainham, on Tuesdays 9-11am and Thursdays 
10am-12pm. Families in need can collect food 
and toiletries during these times and are 
welcome to stay for a cuppa and a chat. They 
accept donations too: home grown fruit and 
veg, tinned meat, fish and UHT milk, all can 
be left with Micallef Jewellers in Rainham 
Shopping Centre. 
In fact, farmers are warning that the extremely 
wet conditions suffered by some of our 
(usually) most productive arable farms are 
likely to lead to food shortages this year. The 
best response is to grow our own.  
Sadly, most new houses have minute gardens 
but even these can produce something home-
grown which will add flavour and interest to a 
meal. If you have enough space to put in a  
few tomato plant, a row of runner beans or 
some courgettes then go and browse through 
the racks of seeds and trays of seedlings in 
your local garden centre and pick what you 
enjoy eating.  
If you have the room, aim to grow more than 
your family will eat and donate the surplus to 
the local foodbanks: Just Say Hello and 
Gillingham Street Angels at 43 Skinner Street, 
Gillingham. 
That should be enough to keep the best of us 
busy for the month ahead! 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Memories of George Meegan 
 

Having attended Georgeôs interment of  
ashes, memories of George and the 
Wickenden family have come flooding  
back, so we thought we would share them.   
In hindsight, I could have done this at the 
interment service but was not at all prepared. 
 

We first got to know of George when he 
started Meredale school at the age of 5 with 
my brother Phil.  They became very good 
friends and went through school together in 
the same class.  Although they both went to 
Wakeley Road school, they didnôt go to the 
same senior school but this did not affect  
their friendship as they both were in the  
Cubs and then the Sea Scouts. 
When George joined the Merchant Navy,  
we always knew when he was on leave.   
We lived near the railway station and, when 
we came home from work, there would be 
Georgeôs kit bag in the kitchen ready for  
Dad to drive down to Georgeôs home with  
it in the car after tea. 
Our dad made a bet with George that he 
wouldnôt finish the walk.  Obviously, Dad  
lost the bet and duly paid George with a Ã1 
coin.  Georgeôs face was a picture and he  
had to ask Dad what it was as, whilst on his 
walk, the Ã1 note was abolished.  When Dad 
died in 2000 George was unable to come  
over from Japan for the funeral so his  
son Geoffrey came as his representative and 
with him came the Ã1 coin, now with Dad  
in his final resting place. 
When George, Yoshiko and the children 
finally came back to Rainham, George  
would often come and find me at work when 
he needed help buying certain items for the 
children as Yoshiko spoke very little English 
so left that to him.  He also came to my  
home with the children and we were able to 
send them home with some nice toys our 
children had outgrown, from our loft.  It was 
nice to hand them over to a lovely family. 
RIP Professor George Meegan - you are 
certainly missed by this family as you did 
become part of it in the early part of your life. 
 

Sue Diddams 

 
Next issue : May 23rd, 2024 
Copy date : May 13th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Advice Required! 
 

Dear Victoria Golding, 
We have started to feed birds following the 
demise of our cat however, the mealworm 
feeder, which was extremely popular, is  
subject to dive bombing attacks by magpies 
who then feed on the fallen worms dislodged.  
Naturally, other birds (particularly robins and 
tits) keep their distance and lose out. 
Any possible remedies? 
 

G Crawford, Rainham.  
 
Asthma Specialist Nurse Needed  
 

Dear Editor, 
Medway Asthma Self Help (MASH) is well 
known in Medway for reviewing, for free,  
over two hundred asthma cases per year and 
providing advice, awareness raising and 
information to asthma sufferers, their carers, 
and sometimes other health professionals.  

 

With the retirement of our long serving  
asthma specialist nurse (Julie) later this year, 
MASH is seeking to recruit a replacement 
asthma specialist nurse, on a paid basis, up to 
three hours per week.  
We would be very pleased to hear from any 
would-be applicants by the end of May 2024. 
For a copy of the job description and 
application form please contact: 
admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk  
 

From Alan Stockey 
On behalf of the MASH Trustees 

  Rainham Poetry Festival 2024 
 

   Dear Editor, 
  Held on 31st May/1st June at St    
  Margaretôs Church, the theme  
  this year is óHome and Abroadô, 

featuring Britainôs first female poet laureate, 
Dame Carol Ann Duffy as special guest 
speaker. 
There will be poetry readings, talks and 
discussions over the weekend, which finishes 
with a prize evening for poems shortlisted in a 
competition amongst 6th Formers taking 
English in Medway schools. 
 

See www.rainhampoetry.org for more detail. 
 

Vacancy for assistant advertising manager 
Action Forumôs advertising manager needs  
a volunteer assistant.  
The bulk of the job is invoicing advertisers, 
mostly every 3 months, keeping records of 
invoices and then the payments received.  
This is currently done using QuickBooks  
and Excel Spreadsheets.  
 

For more information call Hamish on  
07835 859846. 

Vacancies for part-time Volunteer Booksellers 
Over the past six months Sunburst Books, 21/23 Station 
Road,  Rainham has been expanded and refurbished and 
is now the largest charity bookshop in Kent. Currently 
open 9.00 to 3.00 six days a week they want to open to 
5.30 but need more volunteers to staff the shop. They 
are also starting to list books on line but need more 
volunteers to help list and then to pick and pack orders. 
To find out more call into the shop and talk to any of the 
volunteers. 

mailto:admin@medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk
http://www.rainhampoetry.org


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

 

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community The Tuesday Social Club, Lower Halstow 
 

Tues 30th April, Memorial Hall, School La. 
 

                           The Story and Music of  
           Rodgers and Hammerstein  
An entertaining presentation by Dean  
Caston - please do join us for a fun and  
informative evening.  
 

Ã4 entry on the door, refreshments and  
raffle included, contact Liz 01795 842272 
 
 

The Tuesday Social Club, Lower Halstow 
 

Tues 28th May,  Memorial Hall, School La. 
 

   Life In the Kentish Victorian Workhouse  
                              7.30pm  
 

Please do join us for an intriguing talk by 
renowned local author, Helen Allinson, in 
what promises to be an informative evening. 
 

Ã4 entry on the door , refreshments and  
raffle included, contact Liz 01795 842272 
 
Delivering the Net Magazine 
 

The Net Magazine is delivered to thousands 
of homes across Kent every month.   
Weôre always looking for people to help us 
with the delivery of the magazines.   
Typically we pay about Ã50.   
 

If you think that you might be able to help 
personally, or know someone that might be 
able to help, please message or call one of 
our distribution managers: 
 

Emily 01634 931256 emily@thenetmag.uk 
Jane 01634 931255     jane@thenetmag.uk 

Bluebell Walks & Cream Teas - 27th/28th 
April 
 

Come and join a guided walk with us,  
followed by a cream tea at the Blacksmithôs 
Barn, Forge Lane, Bredhurst. 
Each day, there will be a long walk of 4km 
and a shorter one, starting from the Barn at 
2pm.  
Tickets Ã10. Parking limited to Blue Badges.  
 

www.BWAG.org  or 07772 920359. 
 
Rainham Historical Society Excursion 
 

On Wednesday 22 May, we head to Knole,  
a 600 year old house in Sevenoaks with an 
elaborate collection of royal furniture,  
textiles and paintings by Gainsborough and 
Reynolds.  In addition, there are Parkland 
trails to explore and wild deer to encounter. 
 

The trip is open to non-members. 
Cost: Ã40, with a discount for NT members. 
Pick-up: Lukehurst/Rainham High Street,  
9am 
Contact: Mrs Val Ware  01634 366276 
 
Bredhurst Woodland Action Club Night  
 

The Life of Hares with Russel Miles 
15th May, 7.30pm at Blacksmithôs Barn, 
Bredhurst. 
Ã5 on the door, including refreshments. 
Call 07772 920359 for more or check us out 
on Facebook and info@bwag.org.uk 
 
Medway Repair Caf®  

Strood Library - May 25th - 01634 337799  

mailto:emily@thenetmag.uk
mailto:jane@thenetmag.uk
http://w.w.w.bwag.org/


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

  

We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  
  Rainham      
Pump Lane - Begonia Ave to railway bridge, 
incl Aylward and Emmeline (112) 
Beechings Way - from Pump Lane to Pembury 
Way, incl Truro, Ripon & Ely (70) 
Lonsdale Dr - from Broadview to Deanwood 
Dr (240) can be split up 
De Mere Cl (18), Chesham Dr (12),  
Sutherland Gdns (35), Barleycorn Dr (41) 
 

 Parkwood  
Chipstead Rd (37), Peveral Green (49) 
Crispe Cl (19), Beke Rd (29), Chute Cl (16) 
Brett Wlk (21), Conrad Cl (27),  
Collings Wlk (21) 
 

If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Bee-keeping taster day - May 11th 
 

Thinking about keeping bees?  
Wondering how to get started or where to 
keep your hive?   
What are the time commitments and costs?   
 

Find out more with this one-day  
introduction provided by experienced  
beekeepers at the Pavilion Apiary,  
Mockbeggar near Wainscott.  

 

Booking is essential.  
Contact the MBKA Secretary for details:  
admin@medwaybeekeepers.co.uk  

Bredhurst Woodland Action Task Day  

 

Meet us at 9.45am at the allotments on 19th 
May to help survey the woodland vegetation 
and flora - Hurstwood Rd, Bredhurst, ME7 
3JZ. Lunch and refreshments are included. 
 

Call 07772 920359 for more or check us out 
on Facebook and info@bwag.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

óCommunicating Doorsô  
 

Rainham Oasthouse Theatreôs production for 
May, by Alan Ayckbourn, has Ms Dayseer 
finding herself travelling through a  
communicating door, bringing her face-to-
face with her own past, and with Ruella who 
apparently died twenty years earlier under 
suspicious circumstances.  
This time-travelling comedy thriller will  
provide a great evening of entertainment. 
 

May 3rd, 4th, 5th and 10th, 11th, 12th  
Book at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or by 
phone on 03336 663366 
 
Quiz Night with MASH 
 

Friday 14th June at Roko Health club, 7pm 
Ã6 pp, drinks from bar and BYO nibbles  
max of 8 per team, book in advance,  
admin@medwayasthmaself-help.co.uk or 
01634 855844 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/
mailto:admin@medwayasthmaself-help.co.uk


 

 

May in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

We have been spending time taking down the 
old laburnum that was covered in ivy.  A large 
stem descended quietly to the ground a few 
weeks ago, and in between times we have 
been taking the rest of it out.  We still have 
some large stumps to go, and to find a home 
for the logs it is generating, but we are thrilled 
that, despite the lean of the main stem towards 
the Pot Garden and the Autumn Bed, the 
chainsaw expert of the family managed to fell 
it safely away from any choice plants.   
All those years of working on Kent Wildlife 
Trust reserves has furnished transferable 
skills!   
I am still hoping for holly blue butterflies to 
arrive from elsewhere to join the speckled 
wood butterflies that now seem resident.  
 

Plant of the month    
 

It is difficult to pick a favourite of the spring 
flowers at the moment - they have all been  
lovely as the spotlight falls, consecutively, on 
each, accompanied by many bumblebees.  At 
present my joy has come from the brick red 
and fiery orange wallflowers.  We also have a 
big pot of bright orange Ballerina tulips 
planted with a smaller, lemon-yellow variety.   
 

Outside the garden, the greening up of the 

countryside has seemed magical this year and  

now the bluebells are appearing.  But it is the 
orange that has made my heart sing!  

 

Job of the month 
 

I am pleased with the way that the wild  
flowers I have introduced to the grass are 
looking particularly lush this year.   
Prior to ceasing mowing over May, I am 
trimming the edges and mowing a path  
through the grass.  I think the wildlife garden 
does a better job of advertising when the  
place looks properly looked after.  This 
depends on the amount of time I have to 
devote to it, though!  Mind you, I trimmed  
my orchid, by mistake earlier in the year, but 
am happy to report that it is continuing to 
grow. 

 

There are many exciting things happening with 
Kent Wildlife Trust at present, so log on to the 
website to catch up. 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 
We also have some open gardens to visit as 
well at:  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens/
open-gardens 

 

Happy Gardening, 

 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
Wild About Gardens, Advisor) 

Nature Notes  

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  
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The Countryside 
 

A little over fifty years ago, I came to live in 
Rainham, since when Iôve seen many changes.  
Berengrave and Otterham Quay Lanes are no 
longer quiet country lanes. The last wheat field 
in St Margaretôs parish was harvested in 
Otterham Quay Lane and written about in a 
previous Nature Notes. Rabbits and rats ran  
for cover in front of the blades of the massive 
combine whilst the magnificent specimen of a 
dog fox trotted off in no obvious haste. The 
grounds of Rainham Cricket Club are a 
remnant of the one-time rural atmosphere of 
Berengrave Lane. The roadside trees on the 
edge of the ground, just before the railway 
bridge, are rare survivors.  Of particular 
interest is a Scotch or wych elm which, in the 
spring, has small, reddish flowers in clusters.   
 

Except for housing development along the 
Otterham Quay end, speed bumps and two  
sets of traffic lights, Lower Rainham Rd has 
remained relatively unchanged. The late local 
historian, Ronald Baldwin, considered it 
probably part of an Iron-Age trackway, 
leading, in an easterly direction, to the stretches 
of ancient earthworks at Bigberry Camp, south 
of Canterbury. To the west, Baldwin wrote of a 
probable Iron Age trackway uncovered when 
the Dockyard was extended in Victorian times. 
Lower Rainham itself remains a small country 
village, despite chicanes and one set of the 
aforementioned traffic lights. At the bottom  
of Bloors Lane, is the Rainham Community 
Orchard, with old English varieties of Coxôs 
Orange Pippin and Egremont Russet apples. 
The land between Watling Street and the 
Lower Rd has always been highly productive, 
explaining the existence of wealthy farmers in 
mediaeval times. Bloors Place is hidden but 
one of four former hall houses in the village of 
the 15th century or earlier. The village once had  

a Methodist Chapel and CofE Mission Hall, 
both opposite The Three Mariners.  The  
Hall served as chapel, school and Sunday 
school.  
The railway line has been instrumental, so  
far, in saving the remaining farmland  
between Bloors Lane and Featherby Rd  
from wholesale development. Inhabitants  
of Twydall can cross the railway by foot- 
bridge and walk down Lower Twydall Lane 
past numerous old farms to Eastcourt 
Meadow Country Park, Sharps Green and 
Riverside Country Park.  
 

In the latter park, tall poplar trees are 
festooned with mistletoe whose seeds are 
spread, largely by mistle thrushes, song 
thrushes, fieldfares and redwings.  
Three summer visitors to the country parks 
are on the RSPBôs Red List of endangered 
species. The soft, purring call of the turtle 
dove may be heard near Bloors Wharf and 
along Motney Hill Rd. The familiar call of the 
male cuckoo can usually be heard in the 
vicinity of the reed beds at the bottom of the 
above road where the female cuckoo may be 
seen in a tree, on the lookout for the nests of 
reed warblers and others in which to lay her 
eggs. Finally, the nightingale may be heard, 
particularly in the evening, in the scrub of 
Eastcourt Meadow.  
The sounds of an English spring can still be 
heard locally, away from the noise and dust  
of ongoing housing developments. 
                                                       Joe Ennis 
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation ï from Ã150.00 plus VAT  
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Peter Fleming) 

 

Bredhust Woodland Action Group  
 

Bredhurst Woodland today is a wonderful 
place for walking, cycling and generally 
getting fresh air and exercise for the whole 
family, dogs included. Now that spring is here, 
the flora is developing, everything is greener. 
However, the woods werenôt always like that.  
 

Going back a number of years, the woods 
were not controlled; biodiversity and land-
scape were being irreparably destroyed by 
commercial scale fly-tipping and illegal use of 
4 x 4ôs and motor bikes. 
In 2005, a group from Bredhurst village got 
together and decided to do something about it. 
They formed the Bredhurst Woodland Action 
Group, elected a committee and a chairperson 
and had the group approved as a registered 
charity. Their long-term aim: the restoration 
and conservation of the Woodlands while 
promoting the enjoyment and benefits of the 
woods to the community at large. 
They took legal advice from a number of 
sources to establish control of the woods,  
Kent County Council, Kent Wildlife Trust and 
Kent Downs AONB Unit, amongst others.  
 

In 2006 the first Woodland Management Plan 
by Kent Wildlife Trust identified the work 
necessary to revitalise the woods and improve 
conditions for wildlife. Key activities included 
scrub clearance, coppicing to allow more 
natural light into an area, erecting fences and 
the installation of kissing and horse gates to 
prevent inappropriate access to footpaths and 
bridle ways. Some 60 local people volunteered 
to assist with the first clean-up which saw 100 
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tonnes of rubbish removed in one day.  In 
2008 and 2009, assistance was provided by 
the Royal Engineers in the use of their  
construction equipment to reinstate tracks.   
In 2016, BWAG was awarded the Queenôs 
Award for Voluntary Service, and the  
Chairperson received the British Empire 
Medal for óServices to Woodland Manage-
ment and the Communityô.  Representatives 
from BWAG attended Buckingham Palace  
to receive the award.   
 

Since 2005, nearly Ã250,000 has been raised 
for maintenance of the woods. Today, we 
have around 400 members with about 40 
active on a regular basis.  
Members meet regularly for maintenance 
Task Days. In spring and summer, surveys 
are carried out to monitor the vegetation, 
orchids, butterflies, reptiles and dormice.  
BWAG also holds Club Nights. Specialist 
speakers come along and present various 
relevant topics. These have proved very  
successful. Another popular event is the 
Bluebell Walks & Cream Teas Weekend, 
held in late April and giving the opportunity 
of a guided tour of the woods and bluebells  
at leisure.  
 

Why not come and join us?  (see p5) 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            
Systems Installed 

¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  
Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from Ã14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
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phone 07813 785940 or email 
clerk@bredhurstpc.org.uk 
 
Rainham Community Litter Pick (A Stockey) 
 

The 70th anniversary of óKeep Britain Tidyô 
was celebrated with litter picks across Rain-
ham between 15th  
and 31st March.  The Rainham 
Eco-hub target of 70 bags was 
smashed with support from 
across the community, including 
others taking part in the Big School Spring 
Clean.  The final total was a brilliant 107 
bags!  
Well done to Liz for keeping count and  
inspiring others.   
 
The Big Tree Plant (A Stockey) 

 

There was another fabulous  
community response to the 
request for support with the 
Big Tree Plant at the  
Howard School on 22nd 
March.  
Over 200 tree and shrub  
whips were planted on the 
Saturday morning and the  

tea and homemade bakes provided were very 
well received at half time! 

Climate Conversations 
 

Www.againstlidsing.co.uk (BPC) 

Despite strong opposition from Bredhurst 
Parish Council, Medway Council,  KCC 
and campaign group óAgainst Lidsing  
Garden Developmentô (ALGD), Maidstone  

Borough Council (MBC) recently voted 
31:21 in favour of adopting their Local 
Plan, which includes permission for 2000 
homes at Lidsing, despite shamefully  
inadequate infrastructure plans and the  
destruction of  countryside and wildlife. 
Bredhurst Parish Council took legal advice 
and, based on that, a High Court challenge  
is underway. There has been strong support 
and advice from Landmark Chambers and 
Leigh Day Solicitors, whose offer of a  
hugely discounted rate for services allows 
BPC to start legal action.  Taking a local  
authority to the High Court is a massive  
undertaking, especially for a tiny Parish 
Council but they know how much residents  
in the area are against the development and 
are confident residents will support the  
action. The fight to stop unsuitable  
development from destroying our area is far 
from over.  
BPC are also aware of a similar High Court 
challenge from Save Our Heathlands who 
are opposing 5000 houses at Lenham.  BPC 
have worked closely for several years with 
Lenham colleagues .  If both or either  
challenge succeeds, MBC would need to re-
think itôs whole Local Plan.  
Visit:  
Facebook.com/lidsingplanningopposition   
or www.againstlidsing.co.uk for more info,  
 

mailto:clerk@bredhurstpc.org.uk


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

27th/28th April - BWAG Bluebell Walks and Cream Teas,  
Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, 2pm, Ã10pp 
Book on 07772 920359/Facebook: info@bwag.org.UK 
 

30th April - Story and Music of Rodgers & Hammer-
stein, Memorial Hall, Lower Halstow, Ã4pp,  
raffle and refreshments, contact 01795 842272 
 

3rd/4th/5th May - Alan Ayckbourn play óCommunicating 
Doorsô, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or 03336 663366 
(also 10th/11th/12th) 
 

4th/5th May - RSPB Medway Nightingale Community 
Walks at Cliffe Pools and Motney Hill, 9.30am each day, 
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway for details 
 

5th May - Afternoon Tea at St Michael and All Angels, 
Hartlip, 3-5pm, first Sunday of month from May to Sept 
 

8th May - East Medway u3a óAviation in Kent, 2pm, Ã3,  
Smallholdersô Club, ME8 0JG, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

10th May - RSPB Medway Nightingale Community Walk, 
7pm, meet Northward Hill Car Park,  ME3 8DS, 
what3words: risks.dandelions.forgives,  
Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

10th May - óAdventures with Robotic Imagingô with Nik 
Szymanek, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

13th May - óGreen Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

13th May - Medway Music Club with Chris Stanbury,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
Ã7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

15th May - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial 
Hall, Woodside, Call 01634 388912 
 

15th May - BWAG Club Night, óThe Life of Haresô with 
Russel Miles, Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 3JU, 
7.30pm, Ã5, info@bwag.org.UK/07813 785940 
 

16th May - RSPB Medway Guided Walk, Conyer Creek, 
ME9 9HR, what3words: lighter.bowhead.runner, 10am,  
 

19th May - BWAG Task Survey Day, Meet at Hurstwood 
Rd allotments, Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ, 9.45am, refreshments 
and lunch included, info@bwag.org.UK/07813 785940 
 

19th May - RSPB Coach Trip to RSPB Minsmere, Ã25, 
contact Trevor Hatton on 07709 925613 
 

19th May - Hempstead Village Fayre, 11.30-4.30, Free 
entry, lots of stalls and rides, live music and a fun dog show  
 

21st May - RSPB Medway, óKentôs Chalk Grasslands: our 
Rainforestsô with Clive Nuttman, Parkwood Comm Centre, 
ME8 9PN, 7pm, Ã4.50, www.facebook.com/rspbmedway 

 

24th May - óExcursion to Knoleô with Rainham Historical 
Society, 9am from Lukehursts/Rainham High St, Ã40  
Contact Val Ware on 01634 366276 
 

24th May - Rainham Geographical and Historical Society, 
AGM, 2pm, Twydall Church, Twydall Lane, Ã3.50,  
Lorna Bailey on 572139 or Vanda Woollett on 389916 
 

25th May - Medway Repair Caf®, Strood Lib, 10.30am 

 

28th May - óLife in the Kentish Victorian Workhouseô with 
Helen Allison with Tuesday Social Club, 7.30pm, Ã4pp,  

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Memorial Hall, Lower Halstow, contact 01795 842272  
 

31st May/1st June - Rainham Poetry Festival (see p3) 

 

Medway Towns Bands, every Tues and Wed,  
Hempstead Infants,  
contact mail@medwaytownsbands.uk 01474 745318 
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephenôs, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, 2pm, last Mon of month, Ã2 
for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Comm Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fri, 2-4pm, Ã1 plus Ã1 
visitor fee, United Services Club, Rainham, Ã2,  
Jane or Gary 01634 374938 
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cricket 
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 234997  
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am  
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,  
Wigmore, 01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come & chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, Ã5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fri AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice song-signing using BSL, Monôs, 6pm, 
for ages 10+, Ã3pp, Rainham Soc Club, 07383 915872  
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, every Fri,  
7.30pm, sue.rossiter1@outlook.com or 01634 234780 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, Ã5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 

mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:sueu3acook@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     Ã2.75 per line per month 

Box Ads: Ã36.00 per month 

Ã96.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
GARDEN READY FOR SPRING? 
Planning, planting, pruning, weeding, 
lawncare by experienced nurseryman/
estate gardener.   
Friendly, professional service.  
Adrian: 07763 189708 
 

Rainham COMMUNITY Orchard 
Apple juice - Cox/Russet - 1l bottle Ã3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park or  
Mierscourt Farm Shop. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore ï modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 235507.  
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

HAIR BY SUE - Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser.  Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment 
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BOOKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes now available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - Ã12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post. 
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting ï Ample car parking.  
To book, go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school  
and enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome.  
First lesson free.  
Please see our website for details: 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

KGT COMPUTER SERVICES 
If you are looking for a computer or 
games console fix, or upgrade please 
contact Kieran for a cheap quote: 
07881744044 
KGTComputers@outlook.com 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with childrenôs 
activities) and 6.30pm. For details of 
other weekly meetings, including 
children's and youth work, please see 
our website: wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector: David Kirk 01634 389079 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in Africa, 
enabling them to have a trade and earn  
a living. The presentation comes with  
a display, and brochures providing 
further info. Contact Trevor Cox on 
01634 670115 or  
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

Free 24-hour listening support  
When life is tough, Samaritans are here 
to listen - any time of the day or night.  
You can talk to them about anything 
troubling you, no matter how difficult.  
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website   
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
 Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941227921 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgieõs  
CŜƳŀƭŜ tŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 

 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅ 
vǳŀƭƛŬŜŘ ŀƴŘ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 

 

DŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜΣ 
ƴƻ-ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŜ 

лтфпф пфмтун 
 

wŜǾƛŜǿǎ ϧ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ C. 

ǇŀƎŜ ϪDŜƻǊƎƛŜǎǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ƻǊ 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions ï Bathrooms ï Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes ï Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 


