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Elm Plastics Factory, Motney Hill 

Did you work at this factory, or know a relative who did?   
Perhaps you are one of the ladies on this front cover photo!  

 

Read more about some of the history of this Rainham business on p11. 
 

(photo courtesy of Rainham History) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

It is almost March already - Easter is 
practically around the corner! 
Since the last edition, we've had the sad news 
of George Meegan passing away. George is 
one of a select group of famous local residents 
whose life stories are celebrated on a history 
board at the Railway PH in Rainham. If you 
don't know the full details it's definitely worth 
a look when you're next in there.  
 

In the meantime, as well as progressing their 
Red Route scheme, Medway Council are 
looking at creating new cycle and walking 
lanes on Maidstone Road, including changes 
to associated side roads. This could affect a  
lot of residents so it's worth being aware of  
the proposals and giving your feedback.  
Sadly, we also seem to have an epidemic of 
fly tipping and littering over recent months. It 
might seem someone else's problem but we  
all have a responsibility to check that any 
waste we have removed is taken by a licensed 
waste carrier rather than someone who will 
dispose of it on the nearest street. 
 

You may not be aware but Action Forum is a 
non-profit making entity and any surplus is 
given to charity.  
Over the last few months, we've been able to 
make donations of £2000 to the churches of 
both St Margaret's and St Matthew's, as well 
as supporting Sunburst Books at times.   
Our only income is the money from our 
advertisers so we appreciate everyone who 
promotes their business through our pages. 
Two of the Action Forum editors have used 
adverts from the magazine recently and been 
very pleased with the service received so it's a 
good way to locate local trades and support 
local people.  Let us know if you have too. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Red Routes  
 

Dear Editor 
I was interested to read Alan Stockey's 
comments in the latest AF.  
As the Manager of Appletree Court on the 
High Street I was surprised to learn of this 
development as we had received no 
communication from the council whatso- 
ever. I wrote to them to ask why and have  
had no reply.  
We have concerns that the red route stops 
either side of our front barrier giving  
drivers a handy space to óJust pop to the  
Post Officeô or óDeliver to the pubô.  
Thank you so much Alan, for your  
clarification of the situation to date.  
 

Clive Batten  
 
Red Routes 2!  
 

Dear A.F. 
Last Autumn I bumped into 'the man from  
the council' and his clipboard, in Rainham 
High Street. 
He was looking at the size of the lay-by  
next to the Post Office and explained he 
wanted to use it as a bus stop, rather than  
the stop outside the White Horse pub.  
As an ex bus driver, I said I didn't think  
that was practical as the White Horse stop 
works well. However, he let slip that traffic 
flow was not the priority; revenue     
generation is the council's prime concern. 
 

Regards, Adrian Bull. 
Rainham boy, born & bred! 
 
Magpies 
 

Dear Editor, 
I was interested to read Ross Elliott's letter 
regarding the number of magpies. I think  
there is more going on than just some  
people feeding them.  
Before Christmas, my wife and I travelled 
from Hempstead to Sissinghurst Castle and 
back and throughout both journeys I 
commented on the high number of magpies 
everywhere - in some fields the, normally 
solitary or small group, magpies  

 
Next issue : March 21st, 2024 
Copy date : March 11th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

outnumbered the gregarious rooks.  
We also saw more than normal during a  
walk in Capstone Country Park. I can only 
conclude that for some reason last year was  
a very successful breeding season for them. 
 

Dave Girling, Hempstead 
 
Rainhamôs George Meegan  
 

Dear Editor, 
Your Action Forum 597 arrived today and I 
noticed the article about George.  
Things have moved rapidly since you went to 
print. Poor George died on Wednesday 
10th January 2024 after contracting pneumonia.  
Best known for his 19,000 mile walk up 
through the Americas, from Tierra del Fuego to 
the north shores of Alaska, George deserves 
some kind of permanent recognition to keep 
his memory alive. This is currently being 
investigated. His daughter will set up a crowd 
funding page when designs and permissions 
etc are sorted out.  
He will be greatly missed by those that knew 
him. Hopefully, with enough people 'banging 
the drum' we will ensure that George will 'live 
on'. 
 

Regards, Jim Hattersley 
 

***Georgeôs family have planned a service and  
wake at St Margaretôs - 23rd March at 2pm.   
This follows a walk around his favourite Rainham 
haunts, starting from the station at 1pm.    
 

www.gofundme.com/f/in-memory-of-george-meegan 
Ayumi@yescards.org 

Rainham War Heroes 
 

Dear Editor 
I would like to use the article from the 
Rainham History page by Philip Cole. 
I have been putting together a folder on the 
War Graves in St Margarets Church in 
Rainham.  
Anyone is welcome to see it. The folder has  
in it CWGC information, a map of location  
in the graveyard, photos of the headstones  
and War Memorial as well as information 
about the service men and where they are 
buried.  There is also a photograph from the 
2018 óRemembrance Day - 100 yearsô taken 
by the Memorial in Rainham and a copy of  
the Order of Service from Sunday, Dec 12th 
1920 at 2.30 pm. 

 

Regards, John A Gilkison 
 

***We are pleased to say that permission for this 
has been given and we can let anybody who is 
interested have the contact details for Mr Gilkison. 
 
Wigmore Open Gardens Weekend 
 

Dear Editor, 
We hope to be able to run this very enjoyable 
and popular fundraising event over the  
weekend of 29th & 30th June 2024.  
 

If any residents in and around the Wigmore 
area would be interested in opening their 
gardens, please could they contact me 
at paul@bellerby.me or on 01634 387328 for 
further information.  

mailto:Ayumi@yescards.org
mailto:paul@bellerby.me


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

Come and find ten Mexican folk-art  
inspired óAlebrijeô in an augmented reality 
story trail. 
 

The FREE trail uses QR codes so anyone 
with a smartphone can take part and see  
interactive characters burst into life.  
Ten magical creatures are located in the 
windows of participating businesses along 
the High Street, Station Road and Rainham 
Shopping Centre and can be found in any 
order.  Simply scan each QR code to  
unravel the story and win an e-book  
concluding the tale.  
The trail runs from 12 Feb to 12 April 2024. 
 
HANDS, Gillingham 
 

Do you like driving and have a few hours to 
spare? 
We are a small local charity, looking for 
more volunteer drivers.  We mainly take the 
elderly to appointments.  Milage is given  
and you will be rewarded knowing you have 
made a real difference to someone in need. 
 

We have an increasing demand for our  
service, so if you can offer your time for ½  
a day a week (or more, if possible), please 
ring 07845 624468, leave your details and 
Joyce or Daphne will ring you back.  
This is a remarkable service offered to the 
elderly and vulnerable of Rainham and  
Gillingham - óEvery Little Helpsô. 

Hempstead Festival - Save the Date 
 

7th of September 2024  
The date for the diary of all crafters and  
horticulturists so you have plenty of time to 
plan your planting and craft entries enabling 
you to show off your many talents! 
 

Held at Hempstead Community Hub 
(library), last yearôs festival had over 250 
entries in 73 classes.  There is also a Grand  
Raffle which funds the future festivals. 
 

The event is open to anyone that has a  
connection to Hempstead or the Parish of 
South Gillingham. Craft stalls are welcome 
to purchase a space in the courtyard of the 
library in order to sell produce. 
 
Charity Coffee Morning/Cake Sale 
 

Saturday 16th March, 10am – 1pm 
 

In aid of Oliver Fisher Special Care Baby 
Trust and 20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air 
Scout Group 
Help us change lives with a cup of tea and a 
slice of cake (donations of cakes welcome)! 
All Invited, Free Entry, Scout HQ,  
Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead 
 
Bredhurst Whist Club 
 

We meet every Tuesday evening,  
from 7-10pm in the Bredhurst Village Hall.    
New players and beginners are always  
welcomed.   There is a small charge. 
 

Contact Christopher Stacey for further  
details on 07707 669915.  



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 

 6 

CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

 We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  
  Rainham      
Langdale Cl (105), Salisbury Ave/Lyra Cl (92) 
Beacon Cl/Balmer Cl (36) 
Pump Lane - Begonia Ave to railway bridge, 
incl Aylward and Emmeline (112) 
Beechings Way - from Pump Lane to Pembury 
Way, incl Truro, Ripon & Ely (70) 
De Mere Cl (18), Chesham Dr (12),  
Sutherland Gdns (35), Barleycorn Dr (41) 
 

 Hempstead  
 Ferndown Cl (20), Greenbank Cl (38),  
  

  If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Three Towns Theatre Co Production  

 

óStepping Outô  
Upchurch Village Hall, The Street, Upchurch 
Saturday April 27th  
2:30pm and 7:30pm 
 

A warm and funny play about the attempts of 
some working-class women (plus one man) 
to overcome their inhibitions and left feet. 
Mavis, a former chorus girl tries her hardest 
to teach but, before the dancing begins,  
Mavis must mediate the minor dramas that 
erupt among this motley but loveable crew on 
their way to triumph at their recital. 
 

For further information/to order tickets 
email threetownscommittee@gmail.com or 
message 07469 728553. 

The Tuesday Social Club presents: 
 

óTwo Riversô With óShake Me Up Sallyô 
March 26th  

 

Rivers are a rich source of stories and  
narratives and óTwo Riversô gathers songs 
that take a journey, telling the stories of the 
people who have lived and worked along  
the banks of the two iconic rivers that  
dominate our local landscape.  
Singer-songwriters, Sally Ironmonger &  
Brian Carter, were born and raised around 
the River Medway which ebbs and flows 
through many of their songs and Tony and 
Lesley Petty of óCapellaô, traditional folk 
singers, are originally from Woolwich so 
have a great affinity with the working river 
and itôs communities.  
Expect a musical confluence of two rivers, 
delivered by four talented performers. 
 

Memorial Hall, School Lane,  
Lower Halstow, ME9 7ES 
7.30pm – 9pm, £4 entry on the door, along 
with a raffle and refreshments.   
Contact Liz 01795 842272 
 
Rainham WI  
 

3rd Thurs of each month, Rainham Cricket 
Club, Berengrave Lane, 1.15 - 4pm.  
Visitors welcome, small entry charge 
Contact Lynne on 01634 234997 
 
Upchurch Choral Society Concert  
 

Saturday 27th April 2024 in St Maryôs 
church.  Tickets from: 
sue.rossiter1@outlook.com/01634 234780  

mailto:threetownscommittee@gmail.com


 

 

A Walk along Riverside Country Park 
 

I begin my walk through Riverside Country 
Park at Rainham Dock East on a typical late 
winter day. Grey skies, fast-moving cloud, 
occasional bursts of watery spring sunshine.  
A travel agent would call it 'shoulder seasonô 
- can't call it winter, couldn't say it was spring.  
Still, the robins are hopeful, singing amid the 
scrabble of bramble bushes that cover the old 
cement workings. High in the ash trees, I can 
see the remains of last yearôs blackbird nests, 
exposed between the slumbering branches. 
 

The tide is slipping into the creeks as I arrive. 
Once, this area would have been busy with 
gangs of Muddies who dug the clay from the 
river bed and loaded it into barges. Today,  
the soft light mutes the colours of the estuary 
into grey and gold but down amid the folds 
and ripples of mud a drama of life and death  
is playing out.  
Thousands of ducks, geese and wading birds 
rely on our estuary to stay alive, flying here 
from all over Northern Europe to feed on the 
tiny crabs and shrimps hidden below the 
surface of the mud. The area is one giant, 'all 
you can eat buffet' for 250,000 birds. The 
Medway Estuary is one of the most important 
places for wildlife in the whole country.  

Today, the mudflats are pepper-corned with 
teal, named after the bright wing patches on 
both the male and female birds. Widgeon, 
smart birds with chestnut crowns and dusty 
pink breasts, whistle to each other across the 
mudflats. A heavily-laden shoveller duck  
flies low, like a bomber pilot, along the 
water's edge and two elegant avocets, once  
rare breeding birds in this country, tiptoe 

across, sifting mud with upturned bills. All is 
busy, there are only a few hours before dusk 
falls and these birds must spend every  
moment feeding if they are to survive the icy 
night ahead. Any disturbance now could  
mean the birds take flight, using up precious 
energy resources. The organisation, óBird 
Wiseô, was set up after it was found that  
dogs off leads were the main cause of  
wildlife disturbance along the Kent coast.  
Bird Wise has a Coastal Canine Club asking 
owners to sign up to a code of conduct, 
allowing dogs to enjoy their walks without 
causing harm to wildlife.  
 

As the path heads between bushes, I spot a 
steely-eyed wood pigeon sitting amid ivy, 
ready to defend it's territory. The black ivy 
berries are high in fat and a great prize at the 
end of winter when all other sources of food 
have gone. The gulls lift from flooded pools  
as I reach Bloors Wharf. Out by the tideline, 
great flocks of dunlin explode from the mud  
as a peregrine flies in. The birds twist and 
spiral, bunching up and spilling out in a 
carefully-timed ballet, flashing white 
undersides to confuse the predator. Passing 
walkers stop their conversation to watch the 
beauty of the display, until the birds settle.  
From the corner of my eye, I see the blue  
spark of a kingfisher streak along the 
foreshore. It is heading to fish at a deep pool 
beneath an old sluice gate. I see it later,  
gazing intently into the water, balanced on  
the rusty metal. It's turquoise blue back and 
crimson head make it seem like an exotic 
butterfly.  
 

The cloud is breaking up as I reach Horrid  
Hill - the gas towers out on Grain silvered  

with light. Industry, old and new, litters the  

 

Nature Notes  
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river shore; rotted old barges, crumbling 
cement works, the cranes of Kingsnorth.  
It isn't a traditionally pretty landscape. It is  
an edgeland, layers of human history rubbing 
shoulders with the wildness of the saltings  
and the curlews lament. But it is in places like 
this, at the edge of things, where humans and 
nature must learn to co-exist.   
 

Carol Donaldson 
www.caroldonaldson.co.uk 
 
March in the Wildlife Friendly Garden 
 

Winter is not over yet, so we need to temper 
our enthusiasm with patience.  However, there 
are so many things we can do to ensure a 
happy outcome in the garden this year. 
 

Plant of the month 
Although this bulb is readily available, Tete a 
tete miniature daffodils are absolute stars in my 
garden at present.  If clumps become too big 
for their space, they can be divided after 
flowering and settled into a new spot with a 
label to mark where they are.  If you could use 
more (and who couldnôt?), garden centres sell 
off their pots after blooming, usually at half 
price or less.  In a new garden, I recommend 
planting outside your front and back doors first 
so you get the cheerful sight of colour as you 
enter and exit.  Then as time and funds allow, 
start spreading out from there. 
 

Job of the month 
I did manage to tidy up the ponds in January  

 

and we have one frog, lonely at present in  
the smaller pond, who we hope will be  
joined by some more.  We did lose a lot of 
adult frogs last year for unexplained reasons, 
so we may have no breeding this year.  
However, as there could still be damaging 
frosts, it might be better if frogs turn up later 
than usual.   
I am now moving on to tidying up my 
borders, although I split my perennials  
before Christmas.  They look a bit weedy  
after the drowning everything has received, 
but Iôll let you know whether I think it  
worked for me.  
Check your seed packets and the minimum 
temperature needed for germinatation before 
sowing seeds undercover. 
 

Keen to grow some veg?  Check the RHS  
site for ñno digò gardening to help improve 
your garden footprint.   
Starting gardening for the first time?  Buy 
second-hand tools to be more sustainable.  
Reuse, re-purpose and recycle is more 
important than ever!  
Learn more about wildlife in Kent through  
our podcasts ñTalk on the Wild Sideò  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/talk-on-the-wild-
side-podcast 
 

Have a happy and productive 
garden through March, 
 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor) 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

Quiz & Fish and Chip Supper in aid of 
Kent,Surrey & Sussex Air Ambulance  

 

Friday March 15th at 6.30pm 
Upchurch River Valley Restaurant 

Tables of 6 or 8 persons cost £12 pp.  
rosemarie.barnes777@gmail.com 07547 250010 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/talk-on-the-wild-side-podcast
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/talk-on-the-wild-side-podcast


 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Andy James) 

 

Elm Plastics  
 

According to Kelly's directory, Elm Plastics 
was based at 22 Motney Hill Road in  
Rainham, now a series of warehouses for 
James Wellesley Kitchens.  
The Managing Director was a Polish 
gentleman called Mr R Michalkiewicz 
(sometimes known as Mr Michaels) who is 
mentioned in the Lower Rainham Coronation 
Party newspaper article of 1953 as having 
given souvenir books to the children at the 
party. 
 

This photo show some of the workers there in 
the 1960s or 1970s surrounded by plastic 
Farm fresh egg boxes.  
Can you identify any of the people in the 
photos?  There could be a member of the 
Knight family in at least one photo. A full 
colour version is available on the Rainham 
History website. 
 

Names we have so far are: 
Back row, second from left is Hilda Hook 
Middle is Jean Stitt,  
Ethel Black on right. 
Front row, middle is Jean Sabey 
It was suggested that Jean Sabey's friend, Lil 
Grant, was one of the others in the photo but  
it is not known which one could be her! 
 

The only online info I can find about the  
factory is this announcement in the  
Edinburgh Gazette in Sept 1968, 
 

ó... that the Secretary of State for  
Employment and Productivity hereby gives 
notice that, during the month ending 30th  
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September 1968, she has made special  
exemption orders relating to the employ- 
ment of women and/or young persons at  
the following Factories: Elm Plastics Ltd.,  
Motney Hill Road, Rainham, Gillinghaméô 
 

It was reported by several people that the 
factory had a poor health & safety record 
with a number of workers losing fingers  
and at least one losing an arm in various  
accidents. Phil Stanfield recalled that his 
mum started a workerôs walk-out one  
winter because they had no heating in the 
building! 
 

The factory made many popular toys of the 
time and there are fond memories of  
families being brought home items such as  
a Muffin the Mule and a Pea Shooter Gun 
which were made there. The factory also 
made Loony Links and the original  
Mr Potato Head toys. 
 

If you have any photos or memories of  
Elm Plastics we'd love to hear from you. 
 
Lower Medway Archaeological Research  
 

This was an active group during the 1980ôs 
but has since disbanded. 
If you were ever involved it would be great  
if you could get in touch.   
One previous member has been in touch,  
Alex Noble-Jennings, as he would love  
to renew old contacts from those days,  
particularly two ladies - Margaret and Lisa 
Hancock. 
 

Contact the editor using details from the  
top of p2 and we will pass on any relevant 
details to Alex. 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 
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Medway Repair Café  
 

The first session was so successful!  If you 
have something that needs fixing or would 
like to find out how to fix it yourself then 
make a note of the dates below: 
 

Strood Library            March 16th 
Chatham Library        April 27th 
Strood Library            May 25th 
Chatham Library        June 22nd 

 

UK Shared Prosperity Fund 
 

The Rainham Town Centre Partnership 
(RTCP) has been successful in bidding for a 
share of the UK Shared Prosperity Fund and 
has received  £12,500, to improve and  
enhance Rainham town centre. At its  
quarterly meeting in January, members of  
the RTCP agreed how the funding should be 
allocated across a range of initiatives,  
including the 2024 Rainham Community  
and Eco Awards.  
 

For more information about the RTCP, or to 
get involved, please contact the town centre 
manager Toni.Doran@medway.gov.uk 

Climate Conversations 
 

Rainham Young Eco Awards 2024  
                                                   (Alan Stockey) 
 

Rainham Community and Eco Awards, this 
year, will include four separate awards for 
young people.  
 

óFireô is the theme for this yearôs  
Environment and Sustainability Shield 
competition - representing energy.   
That competition was launched for all 
schools in the Action Forum delivery zone 
back in December. 
 

But there will be three other awards for 
young people to consider entering. These 
include: 
 - Young Eco-Creative (poetry, pictures and 
make/create)  
This was recently launched and will be  
centred around Earth Day on April 22nd - 
this yearôs Earth Day theme is óPlanet vs 
Plasticô.  
 - Young Gardener/Gardening Team award  
 - Young Eco-Squad award.  
 

For more information about any of this 
yearôs Young Eco Awards, please contact 
Alan Stockey alanstockey@gmail.com  
 

Watch out for more information regarding 
the 2024 Rainham Community Awards, and 
get thinking about who you might want to 
nominate. 
Awards night is Saturday, September 21st! 
 

Green Doctors 
 

Get help with all things home energy! 
Free support and guidance on electricity  
and gas debt, prepayment meters, smart  
meters etc.   
We can also help with access to govt  

Rainham Community Orchard 
 

Looking for gifts that are ethical,  
sustainable and local? 

Want a breakfast drink that is  
more natural? 

Fancy a non-alcoholic mulled drink? 
Why not try your local apple juice? 

Sold as 1 litre bottles of Cox or Russet for 
just £3.00 each.  

Boxes of 6 also available. 
Local Stockists: 

Sunburst Books, Station Rd, Mierscourt 
Farm Shop, Mierscourt Rd, ME8 8PJ 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH 

mailto:Toni.Doran@medway.gov.uk
mailto:alanstockey@gmail.com


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

12th Feb - 12th April - Rainham Story Trail óAlebrijeô 
with Mexican folk art, QR codes around Rainham Shops 
 

28th Feb - óHistory of Medway Jewish Communityô by 
Irina Fridman, Rainham Historical Society talk, 7.30pm,  
Millenium Centre, £3, 01634 263622  
 

3rd Mar - Parkwood Craft Market, 10.45-1.30,  
Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN. Free Entry  
 

4th Mar - óGreen Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

11th Mar - Medway Music Club with Elizabeth Harrison,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

5th Mar - RSPB Medway Zoom Talk, óWildlife thru the 
Seasons, Reculver to Pegwell Bay, Paul Hale, £3 pp,  
7.15 pm, https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

13th Mar - East Medway u3a óCybercrime' with Kent  
Police, 2pm, Wigmore Smallholdersô Club, ME8 0JG, 
Members free, Guests £3, sueu3acook@outlook.com  
 

15th Mar - Quiz & Fish and Chip Supper with Inner Wheel 
Cub of Gillingham, in aid of Air Ambulance, Upchurch 
River Valley Restaurant, Oak Lane, 6.30pm, £12pp, tables 
of 6-8, rosemarie.barnes777@gmail.com/07547 250010 
 

16th Mar - Medway Repair Café, Strood Lib, 10.30am 
 

16th Mar - Charity Coffee Morning 10am-1pm,  
Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead 
 

16th Mar - One Big Family, Helping the Homeless Easter 
Fayre, Millenium Centre, Rainham, 11-2.30, Free entry, 
Contact reynoldsjan79688@aol.com for more information 
 

17th Mar - BWAG Woodland Task Day, meet at allotments, 
Hurstwood Rd. Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ, 9.45am,  
Volunteers welcome. Lunch and refreshments included, 
Call 07813 785940/Facebook/info@bwag.org.UK 
 

17th Mar - Indoor Boot Fair, 10-12, free entry,  
Twydall Community Centre, Beechings Way, £10 per table 
Contact Janet Duke - 07809892883/pinkdukebox@aol.com  
 

19th Mar - RSPB Medway, óBirds; Their Hidden Worldô 
by Peter Holden, Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN 
7pm, £4.50, www.facebook.com/rspbmedway 

 

20th Mar - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Memorial Hall, 
Wigmore, 2pm, Contact 01634 388912 
 

20th Mar - BWAG Club Night, óBison Wisdomô with Don 
Wright, Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 3JU, 7.30pm, 
£5, Call 07813 785940/Facebook/info@bwag.org.UK  

 

22nd Mar - óConservation with the Big Apesô by Alison 
Bristo, Medway Geographical and Local History Soc, 
Twydall Church, Twydall Lane, 2pm.  
Annual membership £20, visitors £3.50 per meeting.   
Lorna Bailey on 572139 or Vanda Woollett on 389916 

 

26th Mar - Friends of St Margaretôs Tuesday Social  
presents óTwo Riversô with Shake Me Up Sally, 7.30pm,  
Memorial Hall, £4 incl refreshments and raffle.  
For more information call Liz 01795 842272 
 

27th Mar - óElizabeth Barton, The Maid of Kentô by  
Melanie Gibson-Barton, Rainham Historical Society, 
7.30pm, Millenium Centre, £3, 01634 263622  
 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

  

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10am 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

Medway Concert Brass, every Tues, Hempstead Inf,  
contact manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk  
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St  
Stephenôs, Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, 2pm, last Mon of mth,  
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community  
Centre, Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634  
234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fr i, 2-4pm,  
United Services Club, Rainham, £2 
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

St Margaretôs Monday óRelaxedô Service, 4th Mon  
of mth, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cr icket 
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 234997  
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am  
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,  
Wigmore, 01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

Breathe Easy Medway (those with COPD), 1st Tues  
of mth, 1-3pm, Twydall Comm Centre, ME8 6TQ,  
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk/07775 461573 
 

https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:sueu3acook@outlook.com
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
GARDEN READY FOR SPRING? 
Planning, planting, pruning, weeding, 
lawncare by experienced nurseryman/
estate gardener. 
Friendly, professional service.  Adrian: 
07763 189708 
 
WANTING AN ALLOTMENT? 
As I grow older I would like to share my 
large garden where I grow a surplus of 
fruit and vegetables to donate to local 
foodbanks. Priority is given to birds, 
pollinators and other wildlife.  To learn 
more call Hamish on 07835 859846.  
 
VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER 
needed by Rainham Community 
Projects CIC t/a Sunburst Books and 
Action Forum to prepare annual 
accounts for audit. If you have the skills 
and are willing to give some time please 
call Hamish on         07835 859 846.  
 
UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
  
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance., All beginners 
welcome.. Please see our website for 
details www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or 
contact Julie on 07983397439  
 
TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 

NEED  MORE CUSTOMERS?  
Action Forum is delivered to 21,000 
homes  in the Rainham area each month 
These line ads are £2.75 per line // 
month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 
RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.  
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£100/m³ (ḗ250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
  
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461 507. 
 
 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
David Kirk 01634 389079. 
01634 670115 
  
MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give a 10 or 
30 minute presentation on the work that 
we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, so 
enabling them to have a trade and earn a 
living. The presentation comes with a 
display of the goods we send, together 
with brochures providing further 
information. Please contact Trevor Cox 
on mvw781@gmail.com or phone 
01634 670115 
 
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH  
By David Wood. With over 300 pages & 
200 photos, this is the first detailed history 
of the village. Available at £15.00 in the 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, 
Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS.  
 
OFFICE   TO   LET 
Rainham High Street Location 
Inclusive Front 2nd Floor Office//
Therapy Room 
Phone Pam 07506314303 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

Picture Books of Old Rainham 
 

Compiled by Barbara Mackay 
Miller (Book 3 with R Dellar), 
All 3 books are being reprinted.  

 

First publication was 1982 but out 
of print for years and much sought 
after.  Each is 48 A4 pages of 
approx. 150 old photographs with 
detailed captions. 
 

Available from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road, ME8 7RS from 1st 
December - £12 each.  
Orders for posting also accepted. 
Call 01634 261643 for details. 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


