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Flying Ace Buried in Rainham Churchyard 

 

Sgt Harold Howes was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal for his actions  
in 1940 but was, sadly, killed when his plane crashed in Cuxton, returning home.  

 

Read the full story of this war hero on p11. 
 

(photo courtesy of Philip Cole and the Battle of Britian Society) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

Happy New Year to all our readers!   
We hope you had an enjoyable break over  
the festive period.  
It was lovely to see the lights in Rainham this 
year, having heard to the contrary. There were 
also some impressive Christmas displays 
around the area - a bit more spread out from 
the days it was mainly Grain Road!  The 
Harry Potter display on Wigmore Road was  
a real highlight (featured on BBC SouthEast 
news). The effort and attention was amazing. 
In total, their displays across Easter, 
Halloweôen and Christmas have raised an 
incredible £4745 for óMy Shining Starô! 
 

Alan Stockey provides a Red Route proposal 
update on p12 although the consultation 
doesn't appear to have been well planned. If 
you have views, one way or another, it's 
important to let the council know. 
 

While walking through Cozenton Park over 
the break, I noticed the new Splashes building 
is making good progress, with the outside 
nearing completion. The project is scheduled 
to be ready by summer and having a local 
pool again will be welcome news for the 
holidays.  
 

The Picture Books of Old Rainham were 
selling well as gifts but there are still copies 
available if you would like to buy any.  All 
proceeds go towards St Margaretôs Church.  
 

Not featured in the books are the photos on 
our cover and p11, highlighting the sacrifices 
made in the Second World War; a reminder  
of those locally who were awarded medals  
for their bravery.  If you have any photos or 
stories of your family, we always love to see 
them. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Orchard Street School photos  
 

Hello, 
I emailed you recently about the photo on the 
front of AF with a group of girls, holding pet 
rabbits, of which my mother Doris York was 
one. 
I have found another, similar era, same place, 
this is of a smaller group of girls in the quad, 
but on the back is a list of names.  
Itôs a postcard format, the address on the back 
is to V Hutchinson in Sittingbourne and the 
other named girls are: 
Hilda Bigg, Celia Partridge, Noreen Beams, 
Doris York, Pat Jones. 
 

If anyone recognises their names, I would be 
happy to make copies for them 
 

Hazel Thorn 
 
Take to the floor - Rainham Tea Dances  

 

Dear Editor, 
If your readers have been inspired by Strictly 
Come Dancing on TV, come and join our 
friendly tea dance group. 
 

We meet on a Friday afternoon, 2-4pm at the 
United Services Club in Rainham. 
It costs £1 with tea & biscuits included (plus 
£1 visitor fee, if not a member of USC).  
 

We dance mainly sequence, some ballroom 
and occasional line dance. We also learn new 
dances, recap old ones, and will help all to 
pick them up in a relaxed informal way. 
 

All will be made welcome and no judging  
will take place! 
Further info from Jane or Gary 01634 374938  
 
Joe Ennis Tour of Old Rainham  
 

Dear Editor, 
There is a fabulous collection of photos of old 
Rainham from a slide show given by Joe 
Ennis in 2006 on You Tube that may interest 
your readers.  

ϦTour of Old Rainham - Sept 2006" 
 

www.rainham-history.co.uk/ennis  
 
 

 
Next issue : Feb 22nd, 2024 
Copy date : Feb 12th, 2024 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Re: June letter from Michael Croucher 
 

Dear Editor 
I would be grateful if you could put this in 
your Action Forum. 
My brother Roger sent me editions of AF and 
in one, dated June 2023, I got a surprise.  
There is a letter sent from Michael Croucher.  
 

When I was 5 years old, I attended the Camp 
School in Maidstone Road, Rainham, and  
lived in a prefab in Dobson Avenue,  
Maidstone Road.   
On the first day of school, I became friends 
with a Michael Croucher, up to attending  
the Orchard Street Boys Secondary School.  
I used to go to his house where his parents 
made me very welcome. 
 

I was wondering if this is the Michael 
Croucher I knew and if he wanted to get in 
touch with me. 
 

Kind regards, Michael Whitehead   
 

(number can be supplied from Action Forum) 
 
Rainhamôs George Meegan 
 

Dear friends at Action Forum, 
I think many readers of Action Forum, and 
certainly his many friends in Rainham,  
will have heard of George Meegan, one of 
Rainhamôs most famous residents.  
 

I first met George during my last year of  
junior school at Wakeley Road, 1962.   
I joined for that last year as my parents had 

returned from Malta where my dad worked  
in the dockyard. We struck up a great 
friendship straightaway which continued 
through secondary school at Rainham Boys.  
We have remained friends all our lives. 
 

George led a fantastically varied life, too 
incredible to give details here, but people  
who know will know!  
He was most famous for walking the length  
of America, documented in his book, óThe 
Longest Walkô.  He married Yoshiko during 
this walk and had two children Ayumi and 
Geoffrey, eventually settling in Japan where 
he taught English. Unfortunately, his  
marriage didnôt work out and he returned 
home to Taswell Road until poor health led 
him to Marlborough House in Rainham four 
years ago.  His health continued to  
deteriorate and, following a stroke and fall 
early this year, is in a residential home in 
Burnley, near Ayumi and his grandchildren, 
who visit regularly.  Sadly, George barely 
recognises family or friends although, when  
I spoke to him in the summer, he said  
immediately where I lived so some  
recognition is there.  
 

I thought Georgeôs many Rainham friends 
would like to be informed and I have his 
address if anyone wishes to write.  Email 
alan.crowder@blueyonder.co.uk, telling me 
how you know George, and I will give you  
the homeôs address. 
 

Regards, Alan Crowder 

mailto:alan.crowder@blueyonder.co.uk


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Bredhurst Woodland Action Group 

 

After a brief break over Christmas, we are 
now back, as busy as ever! 
 

On 17th Jan you can join us for our club 
night presentation - this month the topic is 
óInsects; Lifecycles and Lifestylesô, with 
Mike Chittenden 
We meet at Blacksmithôs Barn, Bredhurst, 
ME7 3JU at 19.30.  £5 on the door includes 
refreshments. 
BWAG meets 3rd Wednesday of each  
month for Club Night presentations,  
with various speakers. 
 

We also convene the 3rd Sunday of each 
month for woodland task days, meeting at 
the allotments, Hurstwood Rd. Bredhurst, 
ME7 3JZ at 09.45.  
All volunteers are welcome and lunch and 
refreshments are provided.  
The first task day of 2024 is 21st Jan. 
 

For any details call 07772 920359 or check 
out FaceBook & info@bwag.org.UK 
 
Quiz in aid of Kent,Surrey & Sussex Air 
Ambulance  
 

The Inner Wheel Club of Gillingham are 
holding a Quiz & Fish and Chip Supper  
Upchurch River Valley Restaurant,  
Oak Lane Upchurch  
Friday March 15th at 6.30pm 
 

Tables of 6 or 8 persons cost £12 pp.  
Please book early to avoid disappointment: 
Rosemarie Barnes on 07547 250010 or  
email rosemarie.barnes777@gmail.com  
for payment details. 

Indoor Boot Fair 
 

Saturday 20th January 2 - 4pm 
St Matthews Community Centre,  
Drewery Drive ME8 0NX (behind church).  
 

Readers are welcome to come and bag some 
boot fair bargains and all in the warm too! 
Refreshments and homemade cakes will  
also be available to buy.  
Entry is 50p for adults, free for children. 
 

Contact Paul Bellerby on 07960 589815  
for information if needed. 
 

Can you help Upchurch Choral Society?  
 

We are without a Conductor/Music Director 
and require a new one as soon as possible. 
 

A friendly SATB choir of about 34 members 
with mixed musical abilities, the choir was 
formed over 50 years ago and has grown 
from a small village choral group to the  
Society we are today.  
We would like to increase membership and 
musical standards, sing varied repertoire and 
develop generally, performing two or three 
concerts every year using a variety of choral 
music.   
Rehearsals are every Friday (7.45-9.15pm)  
in St Maryôs in Upchurch. The church has  
an organ, an electric piano and we have an 
excellent Accompanist.    
 

If interested, please contact: 
S E Rossiter, 114 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch, 
ME9 7BH, or sue.rossiter1@outlook.com 
 

Applications close: 31st January 2024. 

mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

 We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  

  Rainham      
 top of Otterham Quay Lane/ 
Bramley Cl/ Blackthorn Rd (50),  
Langdale Cl (105), Salisbury Ave/Lyra Cl (86) 
Beacon Cl/Balmer Cl (36) 
Pump Lane - Begonia Ave to railway bridge 
(112) 
 

 Hempstead  
 Ferndown Cl (20), Greenbank Cl (38),  
   
 Sickness/holiday cover for all areas is  
 required too. 
 

  If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Oasthouse Theatre - Mother Goose Panto 
 

Our family panto Mother Goose opens 2024 
 

Friday 12th Jan/Saturday 13th Jan  
Friday 19th Jan/Saturday 20th Jan 
Friday 26th Jan/Saturday 27th Jan 
Friday 2nd Feb/Saturday 3rd Feb  
 

0333 666 3366/www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 
Rainham WI  
 

3rd Thursday of each month (starting 24th),   
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, 
1.15 - 4pm.  
Visitors welcome, small entry charge 
Contact Lynne on 01634 234997 

Medway Repair Café launch date 
 

There is now an official date for the start  
of this new and exciting project: 
 

Saturday 20th Jan, from 10.30am - 1pm 
On this occasion the café will be hosted by 
Strood Library but the café will then rotate 
between Strood and Chatham.  
 

Watch out for the posters going up in all  
our libraries and put the dates below into 
your new diaries!   
 

Strood            Jan 20th 
Chatham        17th Feb 
Strood            March 16th 
Chatham        April 27th 
Strood            May 25th 
Chatham        June 22nd 
 

It will be interesting to see how this new 
scheme develops and we wish its organisers 
all the best as they move forward.  
 
The Net Magazine Deliverers 
 

This magazine is delivered to hundreds of 
thousands of homes across Kent every 
month.  Weôre always looking for people to 
help us with delivery.  Typically, we pay 
about £50.   
If you think that you might be able to help 
personally, or know someone that might be 
able to help, please message or call one of 
our distribution managers: 
Emily - 01634 931256/emily@thenetmag.uk 
Jane  - 01634 931255/jane@thenetmag.uk 
 

Your  help would be greatly appreciated.   

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
mailto:emily@thenetmag.uk
mailto:jane@thenetmag.uk


 

 

Happy New Year in the Wildlife Friendly 
Garden 
 

I have had a difficult couple of months in the 
garden, so am playing ócatch-upô.   
I have found the short dark days very 
depressing, so jobs I usually take pleasure 
from doing have become very difficult to 
accomplish.  But life is about trying again, so  
I am making an effort, over the next couple  
of months, to achieve my objectives of  
having a beautiful garden full of wildlife in 
2024.   

However, on a 
more positive 
note, plants  
such as 
snowdrops, 
viburnum and 
witch hazel are 
beginning to 
bloom.  They 
brighten up  
every day! 
 

Plant of the month 
Most of us will have received house plants  
as presents this year.  These are often chosen 
for their flower at Christmas so, find out 
whether they are something that will last for 
many seasons then treat them according to 
their needs.   
Most things benefit from a weekly soak with  
a few drops of house plant food in the water, 
followed by a good drain.   
It is difficult to give general advice but, from 
my experience, the best things for them are 
light, lack of draughts, not too much heat  
 

 

and a regular care regime. This will ensure  

long life and healthy plants.  I managed to 
revive my Christmas cacti in this way, 
although one is late coming into flower. 
 

Job of the month 
Over the Christmas holidays, I made time to 
write up my gardening plans and have one  

major outcome for each month and the  
weekly steps needed to make those things 
happen.   

 

So, for January, the plan is to prepare the 
ponds for the frog-breeding season with four 
steps:  
 - remove dead foliage and replant   
   baskets where needed,  
 - clean up duckweed,  
 - weed the beds bordering the ponds, 
 - plant cover for froglets and renew 
   their shelter.                                             
Over February, I will then turn my attention  
to the borders. 
 

Keep taking photographs, especially of your 
failures!  I have spent a lot of time looking 
back, so I can improve the range of plants in 
the garden.   
Off now to do some wild flower seed sowing!  
I have some white clover and meadow 
vetchling to add to the grass this year. 
 

Follow our upcoming activities at: 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 
 

Happy wildlife friendly gardening in 2024, 
 

Victoria Golding,  
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden 
Advisor) 
 

P.S.  Wonderful news about our  
new baby bison at the Blean! 
 

Nature Notes  

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп  8 
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New Year, New Habits? 
 

As we start a new year, I would like to  
discuss the subject of the excessive numbers  
of Magpies, particularly around the area of 
Maidstone Road/Highfields Road.   
I am no novice in matters concerning wildlife, 
having been brought up in the countryside.   
I understand how important the balance of 
nature is and enjoy nothing more than 
witnessing Sparrowhawks, Peregrines and, 
now even Red Kites, behaving naturally and 
doing their bit in keeping things at a good 
balance.  In the right numbers, even Magpies 
play their part.   
 

However, I have noticed that certain residents 
appear to be feeding and encouraging the  
tamer magpies and, as a result, we are now 
inundated with them.  As such, they mob and 
bully every other bird in the area; even  
carrion crows are not safe.   
On one occasion we watched mobs of magpies 
harassing a crow around the nest she built  
high up in the trees.   
Over the past year, we witnessed newly-
fledged sparrow chicks being taken from a 
neighbourôs feeding table, a blackbird 
dustbathing in our garden attacked from  
bushes above whilst nests in our bushes have 
been ransacked.   
 

The problem has become so bad that, apart 
from the odd woodpigeon, all have deserted  
us.  As a result, we have no, and I mean no,  
 

 

garden song birds in our garden at all - no  
more sparrows, wrens, robins, goldcrests, 
blackbirds etc.   
Neighbours have stopped putting up fatballs  

or other food and treats out as the magpies  
just swoop in and ransack everything.   
A friend, helplessly, witnessed the nest of a  
turtle dove being ransacked. 
Last spring, I even resorted to pulling out a 
popular bush in which blackbirds and other 
birds usually nest, to deter them nesting and  
us having to witness the subsequent  
slaughter of eggs and chicks.  
 

I know people are feeding them as I can see  
the birds flocking to particular gardens from 
my upper windows.    
 

Again, I repeat - I do understand natureôs  
way but, please, can people stop  
encouraging these magpies.  They are not 
doing our area any favours and, as a 
consequence, magpie numbers are out of 
control in this area. 
 

Many thanks, Ross Elliott 
local Rainham resident 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Rainham History (Philip Cole) 

 

Rainham WW2 Pilot  
 

Sgt Harold Norman Howes 740896 was born 
in Gillingham, Kent on 24th Dec 1915.  

 

He joined the RAFVR 
about Dec 1937 as an 
Airman u/t Pilot and 
was called up on 1st 
Sept 1939. He joined 
213 Squadron, coded 
AK, on 7th Sept and 
was serving with 85 
Squadron in France in 
May, 1940.   
 

On the 20th May, he 
damaged a Do17 of 
KG77 (4)? but was then shot down in 
Hurricane P2555 by Me110's and crash-landed 
near Abbeville. He was unhurt and the 
Hurricane abandoned.   
On 18th Aug 1940, he destroyed two Me110's 
and damaged a Do17, on the 31st got a 
probable Do17 and on 1st Sept he shared 
another Do17 and damaged a Me109.  

Posted to 605 Squadron, coded UP, at 
Croydon on 12th Sept, Howes destroyed a 
Do17 (and probably another on the 15th), 
destroyed a Me109 on 12th Oct, damaged 
Me109's on 1st and 2nd Nov and destroyed 
two more on the 10th and 15th.  
 

He was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Medal (gazetted 25th October 1940).   
The citation read:  
óDuring the period of intensive operations  
in France, Sergeant Howes destroyed four  
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óenemy aircraft. In August, 1940, he took  
part in attacks against large enemy  
formations. He personally destroyed two 
Messerschmitt 110s and one Dornier 17,  
and severely damaged several others.  
Sergeant Howes has proved himself a brave 
and determined pilot.ô 
 

Howes was shot down by a Me109 on 1st 
Dec in Hurricane V6844 and made a crash-
landing on Gravesend Aerodrome.  He was 
unhurt and the Hurricane later repaired.   
He was posted back to 85 Squadron, coded 
VY, on 9th Dec 1940, the squadron now 
night-flying in Hurricanes from RAF  
Gravesend.  
Howes took off for a routine night patrol at 
17.15hrs on the night of the 22nd but was  
recalled when the weather began to  
deteriorate.  He crashed at Cuxton, Kent  
and was killed, apparently losing control of 
Hurricane I V6679, perhaps due to icing.   
He was just 24.  Buried in St Margaret's 
churchyard, Rainham, 
it appears his mother, 
Louisa Howes, was 
later buried with him, 
in 1969. 
 

I have maintained the 
gravesite on behalf of 
the Battle of Britain 
Society for years and  
often wonder if any 
extended family are 
still in the area,  
unaware of this hero.  
 

(Thanks to Battle of Britain 
Society and Rainham History) 

 
¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 
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New Year, New Options 
 

It is a new year and with it often new  
resolutions.  For some, those resolutions 
might be to become a little bit greener.  It may 
take many forms - options are endless! 
 

As a family of five, we have managed to  
condense our black sack to one per month. 
Last year, we began to take all soft plastics to 
our local supermarket.  It hasnôt been onerous 
but has made a difference.  The big one was 
trialling a milkman.  This has been more  
expensive, so is definitely not for everyone, 
but our milk, juice, yoghurt and cream glass 
are all now returned, along with dried goods 
containers for things like pasta and cereal.   
The females in our family have moved to  
alternative sanitary products and we have  
tested some of the wide range of  
eco-toiletries on the market. 
But I found this recipe which I have yet to try 
out and wondered whether any of you would 
be brave enough! 
 

Make your own Washing Up Liquid 
 

1) Pick a small basketful of dark green  
English Ivy leaves. 
2) Rinse well under a running tap. 
3) Add to a pan of cold water, bring to the 
boil and simmer for 20 mins.  
4) Leave the contents to steep for 24 hours. 
5) Pick the leaves out of the water, squeeze 
the liquid from them before discarding, and 
pour the water into a measuring jug. 
6) In the jug, mix 1tbsp of soda crystals with 
500 ml of the ivy water, stir and decant into a 
re-useable soap dispenser. 
7) Use as needed. 
 

If anybody has the courage to give this a go 
get in touch and let us know what you think!! 

Climate Conversations 
 

Bah Humbug and Red Routes (Alan 
Stockey) 
 

Whether you are for or against the proposed 
Red Route for Rainham High Street, you 
should be very disappointed by Medway 
Councilôs failure to deliver the recent  
Statutory Consultation according to either 
its own published guidelines, or the legally 
required  Local Authoritiesô Traffic Orders 
(Procedure) (England and Wales)  
Regulations 1996.  
It failed on so many counts and appeared to 
be made as difficult as possible for  
members of public to engage, it is difficult 
to see how they can move on without  
needing to repeat the Statutory  
Consultation:  
1. Failure to make available the particulars 
of the proposal at a place accessible to 
members of the public during the published 
office hours (Gun Wharf has been closed to 
the public since 31st October 2023, due to 
RAAC making the structure potentially 
unsafe),  
2. Failure to provide the latest design  
documents (including the incredulous  
loading bay outside the Nationwide  
Building Society),  
3. Failure to spot that documents for  
Rainham, Chatham and Rochester retained 
references to Luton Borough Council   
(Bedfordshire).  
 

It is difficult to know what will happen 
next, but my recommendation would be a 
Public Enquiry to ensure all aspects of the 
design of this proposed scheme and proce-
dures being followed are given appropriate 
independent scrutiny. 
 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 
 

12th Jan onwards - Rainham Oasthouse Family Panto 
óMother Gooseô, Stratford Lane, tickets at 03336 663366/
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 

8th Jan - óGreen Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

8th  Jan - Medway Music Club with Michael Wooldridge,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

16th Jan - RSPB Medway, óWildlife of Bredhurstô, Bob 
Knight, Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN, 7pm,  
£4.50, www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/ 
 

17th Jan - BWAG Club Night, óInsects; Lifecycles and 
Lifestylesô with Mike Chittenden, Blacksmithôs Barn, 
Bredhurst, ME7 3JU, 7.30pm, £5,  
Call 07772 920359/ Facebook/info@bwag.org.UK  
 

20th Jan - Medway Repair Café, Strood Lib, 10.30am 
 

20th Jan - Indoor Boot Fair, 2-4pm,  
St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore, ME8 0NX. 
 

21st Jan - BWAG Woodland Task Day, meet at allotments, 
Hurstwood Rd. Bredhurst, ME7 3JZ, 9.45am,  
Volunteers welcome. Lunch and refreshments included, 
Call 07772 920359/ Facebook/info@bwag.org.UK 
 

23rd Jan - Friends of St Margaretôs Tuesday Social with 
Brian Killick from Guide Dogs for the Blind, 7.30pm,  
Memorial Hall, £4 incl refreshments and raffle.  
For more information call Liz 01795 842272 
 

24th Jan - óThe Train that Jumped the Gapô by Richard 
Emmett, Rainham Historical Society talk, 7.30pm,  
Millenium Centre, £3, 01634 263622  
 

26th Jan - óBy ship to Ascension Island & St. Helenaô with 
Alan Mills, Medway Geographical and Local History Soc,  
Twydall Church, Twydall Lane, 2pm.   
Annual membership £20, visitors £3.50 per meeting.   
Lorna Bailey on 572139 or Vanda Woollett on 389916 
 

5th Feb - Green Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

6th Feb - RSPB Medway Zoom Talk, óJapan – The Worldôs 
Best Winter Birdingô by James Lowen, £3 pp, 7.15 pm 
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/ 
 

9th Feb - The European Southern Observatory by Peter 
Grimley, Mid-Kent Astronomical Soc, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, 8pm, www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

14th Feb - East Medway u3a óWater, Food Security and 
Science', 2pm, Wigmore Smallholdersô Club, ME8 0JG, 
Members free, Guests £3, sueu3acook@outlook.com  
 

17th Feb - Medway Repair Café, Chatham Lib, 10.30am 
 

20th Feb - RSPB Medway, óRed, Green & Spotted All 
Overô by Kevin Thornton, Parkwood Community Centre,  
ME8 9PN, 7pm, £4.50, www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/ 
 

23rd Feb - óThe Thames Sailing Bargeô by John Rayment, 
Medway Geographical and Local History Soc, Twydall 
Church, Twydall Lane, 2pm.   
Lorna Bailey on 572139 or Vanda Woollett on 389916 
 

24th Feb - The Friends of St Margaretôs Church, Rainham 
Quiz Night, 7pm, £5pp, Millennium Centre,  
Booking essential 379796/230183. BYO food and drink. 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
  

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

St Margaretôs Monday óRelaxedô Service, 4th Mon  
of month, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of month, Rainham Cr icket 
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 234997  
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am  
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of 
month, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for  those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every 2nd /4th 
Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm, 07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of month, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:sueu3acook@outlook.com
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £36.00 per month 

£96.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 

 

PRICE INCREASE for adverts in AF 

These prices will apply to renewals and 

new ads from the March edition. There is 

no increase for line ads. As new houses are 

built the number of copies of AF  

distributed each month has increased to 

almost 21,000.  
  
OFFICE   TO   LET 
Rainham High Street Location 
Inclusive Front 2nd Floor Office//
Therapy Room 
Phone Pam 07506314303 
 
VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER 
needed by Rainham Community 
Projects CIC t/a Sunburst Books and 
Action Forum to prepare annual 
accounts for audit. If you have the skills 
and are willing to give some time please 
call Hamish on         07835 859 846.  
 
UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
  
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance., All beginners 
welcome.. Please see our website for 
details www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or 
contact Julie on 07983397439  
 
TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.  
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£100/m³ (ḗ250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
  
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461 507. 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 
 
 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
David Kirk 01634 389079. 
 
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH  
By David Wood. With over 300 pages & 
200 photos, this is the first detailed history 
of the village. Available at £15.00 in the 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, 
Rainham, Kent ME8 7RS.  
 
NEED  MORE CUSTOMERS?  
Action Forum is delivered to 21,000 
homes  in the Rainham area each month 
These line ads are £2.75 per line // 
month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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9th, 10
th

 and 17
th

  
February 

 

óBeauty & the Beastô  
 

by Alan FraynSt. Paulôs Drama 
Group Family Pantomime at GMC 

Community Hall, 100 Third Avenue, 
Gillingham. ME72LU(opp. Robert 
Napier School) on Fri 9th  7.30 pm, 

Sat 10th 3.00 pm, Sat 17th 3.00 pm & 
7.30 pm. Tickets £9Adult & £6 Child 

(under 16) available from  
ticketsource.co.uk/spdg 

or .Information from 01634 852712. 
Come & enjoy. 

http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk
http://www.latinfeverdance.co.uk
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

Picture Books of Old Rainham 
 

Compiled by Barbara Mackay 
Miller (Book 3 with R Dellar), 
All 3 books have been reprinted.  

 

First publication was 1982 but out 
of print for years and much sought 
after.  Each is 48 A4 pages of 
approx. 150 old photographs with 
detailed captions. 
 

Available from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road, ME8 7RS  
£12 each.  
Orders for posting also accepted. 
Call 01634 261643 for details. 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


