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Oasthouse Theatre celebrates its Diamond Anniversary! 

 

Did you know that Rainham has had its very own theatre for 60 years? 
Nestled just off the High Street, in Stratford Lane (opposite Hon’s Restaurant) is the  

charming Grade II listed building that was converted into a theatre back in the early 60’s.   
 

The above photo shows a moment from the Billy Liar production in 1963,  
the first show to be performed in the new theatre. 

 

(photo courtesy of Oasthouse Theatre) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

So, autumn is now well and truly upon us 
although, in contrast to other parts of the 
country so far, we have got off very lightly!  
There are some great hints and tips from 
Victoria (p8) to ensure our gardens are ready 
to cope and Leon (p9) has pointed out some 
things that should help our wildlife too.  
 

The Community Awards were celebrated 
during a wonderful evening and many thanks, 
as pointed out in one of our letters, to all  
those who contributed to the event.   
It was particularly fascinating to hear all the 
things that are going on in our local schools.  
The children and teens present (p11) truly 
were ambassadors for their schools, not to 
mention potential ‘movers and shakers’ for 
our future.  
I am sure the planning has already begun for 
2024 so, perhaps, its time to start thinking 
about what your organisation is doing within 
Rainham or who you particularly admire.   

 

Huge thanks go to those who have written in 
helping me with my questions on the locality.  
I now know that the old C of E school at the 
top of Station Road was never known as St 
Margaret’s - however baffling I may find that.  
It is also almost completely impossible to 
imagine fields of cereals bordering the A2!   
I have recently browsed one of the Rainham 
Picture Books - absolutely fascinating and  
just makes me want to learn more about this 
area I sometimes take for granted. 
 

Christmas has finally been mentioned in this 
edition!  The next one will, hopefully, be full 
of lots of wonderful activities to add to the 
Bredhurst ones we have already received (p5) 
and the Upchurch concert (p7). 
 

                                                                                                                Enjoy! 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Rainham Community Awards 
 

Dear Editor, 
I would like to say a huge thank you to 
everybody who nominated various 
individuals, businesses and schools for the 
awards held at the end of Sept.  We had so 
much support and a fantastic evening. 
Over 150 members of the local community 
attended the awards ceremony at St 
Margaret’s Church to recognise the efforts of 
so many in making a difference within 
Rainham.     
We also saw the launch of the first 
Sustainability and Environment School  
Shield, with the topic of ‘Air’, this year won 
by The Howard School.   
 

Many thanks, 
Kayleigh Ward 
(Rainham Eco-hub member) 
 
Rainham Community Awards (cont…) 
 

Dear Editor,  
On Saturday 30th September, I was invited  
to the Awards evening, nominated in the 
Unsung Hero 2023category.  There were 12 
other people nominated in this category so I 
was rather ’gobsmacked’ to be one of the  
two winners! 
As I spoke on receiving this award for the 
voluntary work I do for Action Forum each 
month, I also mentioned that my job would  
be impossible to do without the numerous 
volunteers who help me.  With their help we 
distribute almost 21,000 copies each month 
around the local areas.  
Ian, Barry, Lou, Josie and Anne K are a vital 
help at the warehouse, there is Val in the shop 
and then there are over 120 others who ‘walk’ 
the streets each month.  My BIG 
THANKYOU goes to all of these volunteers 
who make everything possible. 
 

Anne Neeves 
 
September edition front cover photo  
 

Dear Editor, 
I was so excited to see this photo on the front 
cover, delivered this morning.  My mum is 

 
Next issue : Nov 23rd, 2023 
Copy date : Nov 13th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

seated on the left with a white rabbit in her 
arms.  Doris York only died last year, at the 
age of 96.    
I don’t think the photo is of St Margaret’s C  
of E School but more likely Orchard Street 
Secondary School.  I have a photo of  
her in the quadrangle and I think I have a 
photo similar to this.  The fact that some of  
the girls are wearing uniform with ties also 
suggests a Secondary School. 
I would think this is 1935/6 as she was there 
for two years before being transferred to Fort 
Pitt.  War then broke out and she was 
evacuated to Wales. 
Her sister, Gertrude, chose to go to the Council 
School in Solomon Road, for reasons only 
know to herself.  She was born in 1922. 
 

I have the Silver Jubilee of George V book for 
all three sisters and the Coronation of George 
VI book for my Mum. 
 

I would be interested to know if any of these 
girls is Katherine Beveridge.  She was one of 
my mum's bridesmaids in 1948. 
 

Thank you for brightening my day. 
Yours, 
Hazel Thorn 
 
September edition front cover photo (2) 
 

Dear Editor, 
As a AF deliverer in Hempstead, I was 
intrigued by the cover picture of the October 
2023 AF. 

I am pleased to advise you that your cover 
photo was actually taken around 1939/1940  
at Rainham Senior Girls’ School  (which I 
understand opened in Orchard Street,  
Rainham in 1932). My mother (Ruth  
Robinson, age 14) is in the front row sitting 
down, third from the left holding a rabbit. 
 

I was then interested to read the article by 
David Wood on The Opening of Rainham 
Council Schools in Solomon Road, as my 
mother attended this school before moving to 
Rainham Girls aged 11 (I also attended this 
school myself 1961-1963). So the AF Cover 
Photo is not actually a class at St Margaret’s  
C of E School (which remained at the top of 
Station Road, built of flint stone, where I 
attended Sunday School during the 1960’s). 
 

I can also throw some light on the Editorial  
re the Hop & Vine/Belisha Beacon Pub.  
Before Tesco’s, Bowater Paper Mill built a 
factory there for the manufacture of cardboard 
boxes (and other related paper products). 
Before any buildings were on this land, in the 
early 1960’s, I remember going to Chatham/
Gillingham on the M&D Buses (my grandad 
was a bus driver of Routes 26, 142, 143) and 
looking out at the field of wheat/corn being 
grown, from the A2 right up to the woods in 
Hoath Lane. 
 

If you require any further information/help,  
do not hesitate to contact me/give me a call. 
 

Best regards, Derek Twort  



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ [ǘǎ 

/ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ IŀƭƭΣ млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
ϻр ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - wŀŎƪŜǘǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - Cǳƭƭ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Bredhurst Christmas Activities 
 

Bredhurst Church Charity Shop, in  
conjunction with St Peter’s Church, are  
holding a ‘Christmas Spectacular’! 
 

From 1 - 4pm on Saturday 2nd December,  
at Bredhurst Village Hall, you will have the 
opportunity to look around many stalls and 
attractions, including a grotto with Father 
Christmas, a huge toy stall, childrens games, 
homemade cakes, planted hyacinth bulbs, a 
chocolate tombola, Christmas decorations, 
homemade preserves and planted flower  
baskets, refreshments and a Grand Raffle. 
 

If that was not enough for you, at 3.30pm, 
there will be entertainment by SJC Sounds 
and Bredhurst Primary School Children’s 
Choir. 
Entrance to the Spectacular will cost just  
50p per adult, with children gaining free en-
try.  Our shop at the rear of the hall will also 
be open, selling their best gift stock.  All 
clothing will be ‘buy one - get one free’. 
 
Bredhurst Church Charity Shop are also  
having a Christmas Bonanza throughout De-
cember, commencing on Saturday 2nd. 
 

From 1.30pm - 3.30pm every Wednesday 
and Saturday during the month, all the best 
gift stock will be available to buy.   
The shop will be decorated, festive music 
playing and there will be free sweets for the 
children on every visit! 
Come and see us - grab yourself a bargain! 
 

For any enquiries, speak to June Cox -  
07842 216116 

Brain Tumour Charity 
 

Mrs Olwen O’Dowd is available to give a 
talk, and provide literature, regarding the 
Brain Tumour Charity. 
There is no technology, it is just a talk but it 
is very suitable for a small afternoon group.   

 

She can travel within the Gillingham,  
Rainham and Wigmore areas.  All that is  
requested is a reasonable donation to the 
charity - that would be much appreciated. 
 

Contact details are: 
01634 263622 or olwen100@outlook.com 
 
Hempstead Air Scouts Quiz Night 
 

Saturday 11th November from 7pm 
Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, ME7 3DW 
 

£5 per person (max 8 people per table) 
Bring your own snacks and enjoy drinks 
from our cash bar 
 

Funds raised at the event will go towards: 
The 20th Gillingham Scouts Minibus Fund 
and RAF Benevolent Fund 
 

To book please email Abbie: 
abbie.obrien@live.co.uk 
 
Medway Solar Together Scheme 
 

Medway Council is working in partnership 
with Kent County Council again to offer 
homeowners access to high quality solar  
panels, at a lower price.  
 

Check out solartogether.co.uk 
 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Word on the Streets 

 We need volunteer deliverers for:   
  

  Rainham      
 top of Otterham Quay Lane/Bramley Cl/ 
 Blackthorn Rd (50),  
 

  Upchurch    
 Poot Lane/Wetham Green/Susan’s Lane   

  

 Hempstead  
 Ferndown Cl (20), Greenbank Cl (38),  
 Hickory Dell (68) 
  

 Sickness/holiday cover for all areas is  
 required too. 
 

  If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 
 

Upchurch Choral Society Concert 
 

‘Christmas Crescendo 
Saturday 25th November 2023  
St Mary’s church Upchurch at 7.30pm  
 

Refreshments available at the interval,  
courtesy of The Friends of St Mary’s. 
 

Our concert will include  
Missa pastoritia in F by Karl Kempter (a  
first performance of this work in the UK!) 
along with lots of seasonal music and some 
audience participation. 
 

For more information do contact our  
Secretary Sue Rossiter on: 
01634 234780/sue.rossiter1@outlook.com  

Medway Repair Cafe 
 

We have a great opportunity for you to  
support the latest community action.  
A Repair Café is launching in Medway in 
January 2024.  
You can give many everyday items a new 
lease of life whilst saving money and also 
becoming part of an international movement 
working towards zero waste. 
 

Are you able to repair or restore household 
items?  
Do you have a talent for sewing and crafts? 

Do you wish you could fix items when they 
break?  
The repair café wants to hear from you. 
 

If you want to find out more, including how 
you can get involved, contact 
strood.library@medway.gov.uk 
 
Medway Geographical and Local History 
Society 
 

Apologies for the wrong dates published in 
AF last month.  Particular apologies go to 
Brian Laverick-Smith who was the speaker 
for Oct. 
Please see below the correct dates for the 
remainder of 2023 and beginning of 2024: 
Fri 24th Nov 
History of the Local Area by Maggie Francis 
Fri 26th Jan 
By Ship to Ascension Island and St Helena  
 

Meetings are from 2pm at Twydall Church 
Hall, Twydall Lane, alternating between  
Geog and History and digitally illustrated.   
 

lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com  

mailto:234780/sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com


 

 

November in the Wilder Garden                                         
          

We have come into autumn with a bump!  
After months of hot, mostly dry weather we 
now have had a reasonable quantity of rain 
and the temperatures have fallen into the low 
teens very suddenly.   
In the next week or two, I anticipate a big  
drop of leaves, which we need to get into our 
leaf-recycling systems so they don’t sit in 
clumps and destroy the plants they settle on, 
either flowering plants or grass.   
I have made a start with saving tender plants 
in pots by relocating them to the greenhouse, 
but they would be happy in a cold porch or 
conservatory if that’s what you have. 
 

Plant of the month 
I walked round the garden to look for 
inspiration and discovered that the camellia, 
‘Yuletide’, has just opened with its first  
small, red flowers, giving such a lovely pop  
of colour that will last now for about three 
months.  I have maintained it with watering 
(not tap water) all through the dry year and  
fed it with a special camellia feed.  To find  
this good treatment has worked is very 
thrilling.  It is a pricey plant, but less so if  
you purchase a small specimen.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are in the market for a new shrub, look  
 

 

for those with winter flowers and scents to fill 
you with hope and cheer the dank days to 
come.  
 

Job of the month 
As we get older, we don’t really need or want 
more “stuff”.  Decide what you’d like for your 
garden and make a list.  When you get asked 
what you want for Christmas you can give an 
answer that will fit the enquirer’s pocket but 
can fit into next year’s new planting plans.  A 
simple packet of bulbs will be longer-lasting, 
and better for your spirits, than chocolate 
(really?).   
Keep making time for gentle tidying up, but 
leave spaces out of sight where the grasses can 
remain and the leaves accumulate and gently 
rot to make homes for loads of different 
animals and insects to overwinter.  
 

My gardening life has been made very difficult 
by the foxes that enjoy the garden but dig 
incessantly, maraud through delicate plants, 
chew stems of roses and tall perennials and 
dung where I’m most likely to step in it!   
What can I do?  
They don’t seem to like salvias… Guess what 
I’m going to be growing next year? 
Great Comp Garden grows a wide range of 
salvias so I am planning a visit.  These 
wonderful plants are very wildlife friendly -  
see www.greatcompgarden.co.uk  
 

Keep up with our work on the Kent Wildlife 
Trust website at:  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens 
 

Happy Gardening and keep planning 
for a wildlife-filled garden!   

 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor) 

Nature Notes  

TAURUS LOCKS 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ 01634 351244  8 

https://www.greatcompgarden.co.uk/
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens


 

 

What is the weather doing? 
 

Nature can sometimes seem a bit confused 
when the weather turns odd, but I don’t think 
I’ve seen it quite so confused as this year. 
 

A coolish summer, followed by a late 
heatwave, had apple and pear trees thinking 
Spring had arrived and flower buds burst into 
bloom, confusing not only gardeners but 
pollinators too.  
And it wasn’t just fruit trees, my knapweed  
and other plants were fooled too. 
 

As if that wasn’t confusing enough, recent 
arrivals to the UK from warmer climes are 
becoming much more common, sometimes 
replacing native species.   
I’m sorry to see the beautifully-designed  
garden orb spider webs being replaced by the 
untidy but effective webs of false widow 
spiders, both along my hedges and on car  
wing mirrors.  
 

More welcome, are the activities of the fairly 
recently-arrived ivy mining bees when more  
people become aware of the hustle as males 
compete for the attention of emerging females, 
forming bundles of bees across their lawns 
and, more commonly, the late clouds of bees 
flocking to the flowering ivy.   
More welcome because pollinators generally 
are in steep decline and the ivy mining bees 
also feed on and pollinate more than just ivy. 
 

Also more noticeable this year are the swarms 
of harlequin ladybirds gathering to hibernate, 

often inside people’s homes. 
When one ladybird finds a 
great place to hibernate, it 
signals to others using a 
pheromone and a mass of 
ladybirds quickly builds. 
 

In the estuary, along the shores of the 
Medway, invasive (and less tasty than native) 
pacific oysters have built increasingly large 
oyster reefs.  
These reefs, in turn, are playing host to a  
‘new-to-the-UK’ crab species, Hemigrapsus 
takanoi (or brush-clawed shore crab, not to  
be confused with Chinese mitten crabs).  
My own observations are that, where there  
are pacific oyster reefs, you no longer find  
our own native green shore crabs.     
 

There are the spoonbills, amongst three 
species of egrets, now no longer a rare sight 
along the estuary, and maybe a chance to  
see recently-reintroduced white storks or  
even a white-tailed eagle. 
 

But as nature changes, all of it still needs  
our help to flourish in a changing world,  
more so as the short cold days reduce the 
amount of food, whilst increasing the need  
to shelter.  A reminder not to clear the dead 
plant material and windblown leaves from  
our gardens until the daytime temperature is 
consistently above 10 degrees C and we can, 
again, look forward to Spring.   
 

Leon Roskilly 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations  

 

Environment and Sustainability Shield 
Competition 2023  (Alan Stockey) 
 

It was truly fabulous to have all six schools 
who entered this new competition represented 
at the Rainham Community Awards.  
 

Hempstead Junior School, Miers Court 
Primary School, Thames View Primary 
schools along with Rainham Girls, Rainham 
Mark Grammar and The Howard School, all 
participated.  
Each school received a commendation for 
their fantastic efforts over the past year and a 
number of them also celebrated assistance 
from key people who supported their journeys.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The overall winner, on the night, was judged 
to be The Howard School, the shield being 
presented by Professor Nick Grief and 
collected by Miss Ashbee and Miss Hall.  
 

The theme for 2023/24 has been announced as 
‘Fire’, representing energy. 
Details of how to enter, and other awards for 
young people, will be announced shortly. 
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Problems with Street Trees  (Alan Stock-
ey) 
 

Thank you so much to those Action Forum 
volunteers and residents who reported  
missing and damaged street trees, after my 
plea for help in the September edition.  
I have had over forty reports, including  
photographs and concerns that certain roads 
had lost many trees, often as a result of  
inconsiderate parking.  
 

The results have been collated and I am in 
the process of organising a meeting with 
Medway Council’s senior tree officer, along 
with others, to discuss plans for this planting 
season (November through March) as well  
as sharing offers of help.  
I hope to be able to report back in the  
December edition.   
 

Do, please, continue to report tree issues you 
find, some of which can be reported direct to 
Medway Council: 
www.medway.gov.uk/info/200148/
reporting_planning_issues/134/
report_tree_problems      
Alternatively, you can search ‘Report Tree 
Problems Medway Council’ to find the web 
page.  
 
Rainham Apple Juice (EP) 
 

A reminder that you can help reduce air  
miles by grabbing a bottle of  juice, grown 
down the road and pressed locally.  At just  
£3 per one litre bottle it is delicious cold but 
as the weather turns colder, it is fabulous 
gently-warmed with a stick of cinnamon, a 
star anise and some cloves.  Throw in a stick 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200148/reporting_planning_issues/134/report_tree_problems
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200148/reporting_planning_issues/134/report_tree_problems
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200148/reporting_planning_issues/134/report_tree_problems
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

Rainham History     (Dean Caston) 
 

The Oasthouse Theatre (cont. from p1) 
 

RaTS was founded back in 1948 and, until 
the society acquired its own theatre, it  
performed in St Margaret’s Church Hall 
(demolished in 2001).  
The Oasthouse (over 160 years old)  
belonged to local landowner and farmer, 
Jack Clark.  The Rainham Theatrical Society 
acquired the Oasthouse in 1961 and set about 
converting it into a theatre.  Its doors opened 
to the public on 8 Nov 1963, with a  
production of Billy Liar.  
As the curtains opened, a ripple of applause 
ran through the tiny auditorium. The dream 
of Rainham having its own theatre had  
become a reality! They were to become the 
First Oasthouse Theatre in the World.  
Brenda Pearson, who appeared in that first 
production, is still a member 60 years later! 
 

When the theatre first opened, it had a ladder 
for actors to reach the backstage area;  
certainly not allowed within today’s health 
and safety requirements - a stone staircase 
was built in the late 60’s.   
Over the years, there have been many  
improvements made to the facilities, benefit-
ting both members and audiences alike.  
When the theatre first opened, some lights 
and carpets came from the Globe Theatre in 
Chatham. Seating came from a local naval 
barracks canteen and the Globe Theatre. The 
current seating (which has been re-furbished 
twice) came from a cinema in Bexley. 
 

At first, the group rented the property but, in  
 

1965, they were given the chance to buy the 
building for £4800. They set about securing  
a mortgage on it and the first repayment of 
£25 was made on 1 October 1966.  
At last, the RaTS had a theatre of their own 
and as the saying goes… the rest is history! 
 

This month we will be hosting an evening 
with two of our Patrons: comedian and  
former BBC Radio Kent presenter, Paul  
Harris, and Nicholas Robinson, who played 
the young boy in the TV drama Goodnight, 
Mister Tom. Our 2024 panto Mother Goose 
then opens on 12 January.   

 

We are always delighted to welcome new 
members and, with 5 main productions a 
year, there’s always a chance to ‘tread the 
boards’. As a full member you can audition 
for all entertainment performed at the  
Theatre.  If you prefer to help ‘behind the 
scenes’, we can find plenty to keep you busy! 
Whether that is building sets, working in the 
wardrobe, pulling pints or pouring tea, you’re  
guaranteed a fun time!  
Everyone aged 16+ is welcome and, with a 
large percentage of members having been 
involved for over 20 years, you will soon 
become ‘one of the familyô! 
 

Since doors first opened in 1963, there have 
been 59 pantos performed and over 340 
plays, musicals and revues. Coming up over 
winter we have: 
 

Sat 11 Nov - An evening with our Patrons 
Fri 17 & Sat 18 Nov - Showstoppers  
Jan 12-Feb 3 (each Fri/Sat) - Mother Goose  
 

0333 666 3366/www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
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Gillingham Lions Intl 
2023 Sleigh Runs 
 
 
 

11th/12th Dec - Hempstead 
13th Dec - Kenilworth 
14th Dec - Fairview 
15th Dec - Highfield 

18th/19th Dec - Parkwood 
20th/21st Dec - Twydall 

22nd Dec - Lower Beechings 
 

more detail next edition 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

31st Oct - The Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
Friends of St Margarets Tuesday Social Club, Lower  
Halstow. Intro and insight into ongoing work of the  
CWGC, Mick Mills, Lower Halstow Memorial Hall 
7.30pm, £4, refreshments, raffle, Liz 01795 842272 
 

3rd Nov - International Charities Quiz Night, The Rota-
ry Club, 7pm, Upchurch Golf Club, ME9 7AY, Teams of 6, 
£12pp to include Fish & Chips, bar available. 
email Chris Sanford at thesanfords@screaming.net  
 

3rd Nov - The Paper Castles, Parkwood Social Club, £1 
8.30pm, 01634 371886  

 

6th Nov - ‘Green Drinks, 7pm, Manor Farm  
 

6th Nov - Habitat Classification (UKHab) Online Train-
ing Course, 10-3.30, fees or donations apply, booking essen-
tial. www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on 
 

8th Nov - East Medway u3a, Cybercr ime - Protection and 
Prevention with Kent Police, 2pm, Smallholders Club,  
Wigmore, £3, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

11th Nov - Rainham Evening WI Annual Craft Fair,  
St Pauls Church, Parkwood, 9.30 - 1pm, craft, cakes, jams 
& chutneys, plants, Christmas decs, wooden goods, jigsaws, 
cards & stationery, jewellery, raffle and tombola. Free entry, 
free Parking and of course tea and cake! 01634 365303 
 

11th Nov - Hempstead Air Scouts Quiz Night, 7pm, see 
p5  

 

11th Nov - ’Swing Dublé’ ‘Parkwood Social Club Main 
Hall, 7pm, £15pp, 01634 371886 for details 
 

11th Nov - An Evening with our RaTS Patrons, Oasthouse 
Theatre, 8pm, £10.50, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk,  
 

13th  Nov - Medway Music Club, ‘with Rod Pooley’,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

17th Nov - ‘Swagger’, 8.30pm, Parkwood Social Club,  
£1, 01634 371886 
 

17th/18th Nov - ‘Showstoppers’ night of music, Oasthouse 
Theatre, 8pm, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk,  
 

18th Nov - BWAG Club Night, ‘Ancient and Veteran Trees’ 
Blacksmith’s Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 3JU, 7pm. £5 per per-
son (w refreshments) 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.UK 
 

19th Nov - Bredhurst Woodland Action Group, 9.45am, 
Hurstwood Rd allotments, 07772 920359 or Facebook 
 

19th Nov - Indoor Boot Fair, Parkwood Social Club Main 
Hall, 10.30am, £15pp, 01634 371886 for details 
 

21st Nov - ‘Operation Turtle Dove in Kent’ by Nicole Khan 
RSPB Medway, 7pm, £4.50 www.rspb.org.uk/groups/
medway www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/ 
 

22nd Nov - ‘The Royal Engineers Museum’ with Rebecca 
Blackburn, Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm, £3,  
Millenium Centre, 01634 263622  
 

24th Nov - ‘Big Jon’s Karaoke’, 8pm, Parkwood Social 
Club, £1, 01634 371886  
 

25th Nov - Upchurch Choral Society Christmas Concert, 
7.30pm, St Mary’s Church, Upchurch, 01634 234780/ Profits from Action Forum are distributed 

between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

24th Nov - Medway Geographical and Local History 
Society, ‘History of the local area’ with Maggie Francis, 
2pm, Twydall Church Hall, woollett@hotmail.co.uk or 
lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com   
 

26th Nov - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community  
Centre, Beechings Way, 10-1pm, FREE entry, tables 
available at £10, contact Janet Duke - 07809892883  
or pinkdukebox@aol.com  
 

11th Dec - Gillingham Lions Club Sleigh Runs  
programme commences, more details in next edition 
 

St Matthew’s Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club , Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662    
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, 7.30pm, RSG, 
rainhamladieschoir.com or email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656      
  

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

St Margaret’s Monday ‘Relaxed’ Service, 4th Mon  
of month, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of month, Rainham Cr icket 
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 234997  
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am out-
side St Margaret’s, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of 
month, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, Holy Trinity, 
Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for  those with COPD), 1st 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on
http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
mailto:234780/sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER 
needed by Rainham Community 
Projects CIC t/a Sunburst Books and 
Action Forum to prepare annual 
accounts for audit. If you have the skills 
and are willing to give some time, please 
call Hamish on 07835 859846  
 

Gmm CLEANING SERVICES 
Domestic cleaning, deep clean, carpet 
and upholstery clean, end of tenancy, 
one off cleans Mobile: 07895 717484 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition.  
Please call Mike on 01634 230417 or 
07774 111057 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles, 
UPVC specialist 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school  
and enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment 
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£100/m³ (ḗ250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings, 
Facilities for the Disabled,  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book, go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with children’s 
activities) and 6.30pm. For details of 
other weekly meetings, including 
children's and youth work, please see 
our website: wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector David Kirk 01634 389079 
 
MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the work 
we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, enabling 
them to have a trade and earn a living. 
The presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info. 
Contact Trevor Cox on 
mvw781@gmail.com or 01634 670115 
  
HAIR BY SUE  - Competitive rates 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

THIS SPACE  
AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape 

Shape 
 

£33 per month / £90 
for 3 months   

Email  
adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


