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Hops, Hops Everywhere! 

 

Hops were a vital part of life in this area at one time, as referenced by  
the name of the public house featured above this month.   

The Hop and Vine (now Dominos Pizza) was situated on the A2 at Rainham Mark.  
 

Turn to p12 to read the childhood recollections of one local hopper. 
 

 (photos courtesy of Rainham History) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

Well, the summer is well and truly here and 
just as we approach the school holidays it has 
begun to rain! I am not complaining as it has 
remained warm and my garden desperately 
needs the extra water.  Our busy lives do not 
lend themselves easily to the additional job of 
filling the watering can and moving around 
the various pots and veg beds each morning 
and evening but if you can help out with 
Stuart Bourne and Leon Roskilly (see p8) it 
would be amazing. 
 

As a resident of the Lower Rainham Road, I 
was really interested to hear one of our readers  
talk of the butchers that used to exist (p2).  It 
is hard to imagine that the road used to home  
a school, chapel, 3 or 4 pubs, a horse-riding 
centre, a post office and two or three shops. 
I must admit, I am so enjoying the current 
peace and quiet of the road, although I know 
the City Fibre works are causing lots of traffic 
elsewhere around our area. At peak times, the 
lower B-road is often much busier than the  
top A-road, so this is a wonderful respite. 
 

With less organised dates in the diary this 
month, it might be a good time for you to 
browse the many organisations that run 
various activities throughout the year (p13) 
but our Community pages are also full of 
things coming up soon (p5 and 7), including  
at Parkwood Social Club, which we featured 
last month. 
 

Lastly, some of you may have noticed posters 
up around Rainham, advertising our local 
awards ceremony in the autumn.  Have a think 
about whether there is someone you think 
deserves to be nominated as a local hero (p7) 
and in the meantime, have a great summer!  

 
 
 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Happy 10th Birthday to East Medway u3a! 
 

Dear Editor, 
Ten years ago, in 2013, East Medway u3a was 
founded.   
Initially known as The University of the Third 
Age, it is part of a world-wide organisation of 
local groups. Members have the opportunity to 
join interest groups such as walking, 
gardening, card-making, learning a new 
language (e.g. Italian) or studying subjects 
such as History or Nature together. 
We have a monthly gathering, at The 
Smallholdersô Club in Wigmore, where we 
usually listen to a booked speaker and 
socialise over a cup of tea or coffee.  
 

At our Annual General Meeting in June, we 
celebrated 10 years of fun and learning with a 
beautiful cake, baked by a member. 
 

We are always looking for new members.  
You do not have to be retired, merely no 
longer in full time employment.  
If you would like to know more about us, 
please contact Sue Cook via the following: 
sueu3acook@outlook.com 

 

Happy Birthday East Medway u3a.  
Hereôs to the next 10 years! 
 

Regards, Janice Clarke 
 
Lower Rainham Road Shops 
 

Dear Editor, 
Whilst I no longer live in Rainham, a friend 
very often passes me your magazine. I was 
interested to read about the lads on the front  
of the July edition. 
 

Billy Hart was my cousin and a big character 
in the area but the other boy, Roger, was my 
next-door neighbour. He lived in the butcherôs  
shop, owned by his father, which was almost 
opposite the bottom of Bloors Lane - now just 
a house. Frank Christopher was the father and 
butcher and lived with his wife and 2 other 
sons behind the shop. 
This was late 50's into the 60's.  No doubt the 
older readers will remember the shop and I 
must say it bought back some happy 

  
Next issue : Aug 24th, 2023 
Copy date : Aug 14th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

memories. 
 

Regards, Rosemarie Barnham  
 
Hempstead Festival - Save the Date 
 

Dear Editor, 
We have a date for the diary of all crafters and 
horticulturists - 2nd of Sept 2023 at 
Hempstead Community Hub (library).  
 

Perhaps people could take some time this 
summer to plan an entry of their produce, or 
show their crafting talents? 
 

Last yearôs festival had over 200 entries in 
various classes and the event is open to anyone 
with a connection to Hempstead Village.  
Craft stalls are welcome to purchase a space in 
the courtyard of the library grounds in order to 
sell produce.  
 

Show schedules and entry forms are available 
from Hempstead Library and Chapel Lane 
Allotment shop. Contact Hempstead Library to 
book a space.  
 
Parkwood Community Centre 
 

Dear Editor, 

It is funny that the story of the Parkwood 
Social Club should appear in last month's 
edition as interest rates on mortgages in the 
1968/1970 period were between 5% and 7%, 
as they are now. 
The firm of solicitors where I worked acted  
for one of the Building Societies and the 

Parkwood Estate ended up on my desk.  
Part of the job was to come down and check 
things like the boundaries. In those days 
boundaries contained 'T' marks that defined 
who was responsible for which fence. Just as 
well this check was done as I recall a time 
when the fences had been strung in such a  
way that the purchaser would have been 
responsible for both fences. 
 

I remember the Cherries as it grew and the 
Social Club as well - pretty certain it was brick 
built.  I moved to Rainham in 1970 but the 
1980's are better for my recollections as my 
wife worked as a qualified Youth Leader at  
the Youth Club.  
 

Each summer, the Social Club organised a  
fete on the Green. The Youth Club did their 
part as the Club had a back entrance (blocked 
up now) to the park. One year, the current  
play area was the site for a Wild West show: 
Cowboys, Indians, covered wagons, fast draw 
exhibitions with a great shoot-out finale.  
One resident, on discovering the Piccadilly 
Cowboys, was transported back to his 
childhood and went home to get out his old, 
battered typewriter. Jack Giles became a 
western writer and went on to write a book  
called 'Coalmine'.  Many of the characters had 
familiar names like Collet and Nares and Lon
(nie) Catlis - a tip of the hat to the streets of 
Parkwood. 
 

Yes, the Social Cub did do some good things. 
Ray Foster 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 

£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group  
 

16th Aug - 'A Guided Bat Walk'  
Attendees should wear suitable footwear for 
Bredhurst Woods.  
Bat detectors will be provided.  
We start at Blacksmith's Barn, ME7 3JU at 
19.00 for 19.30.  Parking in Hurstwood Rd. 
£5 per person (pay on the night) which  
includes refreshments.  
 

BWAG meets on 3rd Wednesday each month 
for Club Night presentations.  
07772 920359/info@bwag.org.UK  
  
20th Aug - Woodland Task Day 
09.45 at the allotments, Hurstwood Rd, ME7 
3JZ.  All volunteers are welcome - lunch and 
refreshments provided.  
 

We meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month 
for task days. 
07772 920359/info@bwag.org.UK  

Whatôs On at St. Matthewôs 
 

The Place of Welcome  
This continues to be open throughout sum-
mer, every Thursday morning from 10am.  
Just come along for an opportunity to chat 
over a cuppa, completely free of charge.  
St. Matthewôs, Drewery Dr, Wigmore.    
   
St. Matthewôs Film Club  
The next meeting is Monday 31st July at 
2pm, meeting in the church.  
We will be showing the sequel to the popular 
film about a group of Cornish Fishermen 
who form a singing group and achieve great 
success. The film is free and followed by 
refreshments at a charge of £2, if you would 
like to stay.  Why not come along?   
 

There is no meeting in August, but we are 
back on 25th September.  
More details from Geoff on 01634 234712  
or geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 

 
The Thursday Club  
This takes a break during August but meets 
back on 7th September with speaker Melanie 
Gibson-Bartonthe, a great favourite, speaking 
to us about the Suffragettes and Suffragists.  
 

Other speakers lined up for the autumn  
include Lenny Clarke, telling us about 
óAnother Side of Canterburyô and Brian  
Carline with his intriguingly entitled talk 
óSoil, Sweat and Tearsô.  
The club is open to anyone aged 50+ and a 
warm welcome awaits new members.  
Contact Geoff on 01634 234712 or 
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 

Dear Rainham Historical Society  
Members... 

 

Katherine and I would like to thank everyone 
who attended the Quiz and Cream Tea on 
17th June 2023.  We were amazed how much 
our members knew!   Many thanks to our 
Quiz Mistress for all her hard work.   
 

Hope to see everyone for ôThe Inter-War 
Years 1918-39ô on 27th September 2023. 
Visitors welcome - £3 
 

Enjoy your summer. 
 

Olwyn OôDowd - 01643 263622 

mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Rainham WI 

 

Rainham WI meet at Rainham Cricket Club, 
Berengrave Lane on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month (except August)  
1.15 - 4pm.  
 

Visitors welcome, small entry charge.  
For more details contact Lynne on 01634 
234997 

Word on the Streets 

 

 We need volunteers for:  Chalky Bank Rd 
(113), Royston Cl (21), Poot Lane/Wetham 
Green/Susanôs Lane circuit in Upchurch.  

 

  If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 
 

Medway Culture Club Carnival 
 

Woodlands Youth Centre 
 

Sat 5th Aug, 11am - 4pm 
Music, bands, activities and carnival fun! 
 

Book free at www.medwayculture.club 

Medway Music Club - Mon 14th Aug 
 

Parkwood Community Centre, this month 
featuring Nicholas Martin B.E.M. 
 

Bar, refreshments and raffle during interval.  
 

phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294  

Rainham Ladies Choir  

 

We welcome new members to join our local, 
enthusiastic, non-audition choir. 
We meet Monday evenings at the Rainham 
School for Girls.  
 

For more information visit our website:  
rainhamladieschoir.com or email: 
rlchoir@outlook.com 

Forthcoming Concert ï Swinging the Lead  
 

St. Matthewôs Community Centre  
Saturday 21st October  
 

Fresh from their recent headlining of the  
Falmouth Folk Festival the group will  
perform a wide range of sea shanties and  
other maritime-themed folk songs.  
If you like óFishermanôs Friendsô you will 
love óSwinging the Leadô.  
 

Email geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 

Choral Singing Workshop 
 

Saturday 16th September 2023 
St Maryôs Church, Upchurch 
 

Join us for a day of choral  
singing and learn some beautiful 
music in the wonderful surroundings of our 
medieval church, under the leadership of 
professional soprano and singing teacher, 
Vicki Stilwell. 
10am to about 4pm.   
£10 for members of UCS, £12 for others.   
 

An informal performance will be held at 
3.30pm and any audience will be charged £2.   
Parking available at Holywell School.   
All are welcome! 
 

sue.rossiter1@outlook.com  

mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com


 

 

The Wonders of Our Local Street Trees 
 

Nothing encapsulates the idyllic image of an 
English suburban street more than one lined 
with beautiful trees. Whether with Cherries  
or the mighty London Plane, these street trees  
are one of the factors that make our area so 
special. 
Yet the street trees in Medway have seen a 
steady decline over the last decade, with  
many not being replaced when they have died.  
 

This is very troubling as, not only do street 
trees improve the look of an area, they also 
improve our environment in many other ways. 
They reduce the temperature of our streets in 
the summer by creating shade.  
They are a habitat and a source of food for all 
kinds of local wildlife.  
But, most importantly, they reduce air 
pollution and have shown to reduce asthma 
attacks in children and the elderly. 
 

The good news is that the council are doing 
something about this decline, but they are 
going to need our help.  
Over 300 trees have been planted been across 
Medway this winter, with more coming next 
year, yet there is not sufficient funding to 
ensure they get enough watering during dry 

spells this summer. 
 

To help mitigate this issue, a local Facebook 
group, setup by Leon Roskilly and called 
óTrees of Rainhamô have set up regular walks 
to water the new trees around the streets of 
Rainham as well as encouraging people to 
have a friendly chat and get some exercise.  

 
 

But if that is too much for you, simply popping  
out with a watering-can once a week, to a new 
tree near you, will go a long way to ensuring 
we have beautiful trees in our streets for 
generations to come. 
 

Thank you! 
 

Nature Notes (Stuart Bourne) 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 



 

 

Aug in the  
Nature-Friendly Garden                                             

          (by Victoria Golding)  

 

We are coming into the traditionally hottest and 
driest part of the year.   
One advantage we have over last year is that  
we have had rain interspersed into the drier 
weather.  Most of our garden has kept going 
with stored water, but pots have been needier.   
 

I am finding that peat-free compost does need  
a boost to keep it going, a challenge discussed 
amongst my Wild about Gardens colleagues.   
If it is a permanent planting like a shrub or  
long-lived perennial, it may be beneficial to  
add some garden soil into the mix at the time  
of planting, but if your soil is heavy, either add 
some grit as well or your own garden compost.  
For some pots I have been topping up with a bit 
more compost if there is severe shrinking.   
 

I saw mountains of shrubbery at the recycling 
centre on my last visit.  Please keep your 
cutting to a light trim by hand.  We need to 
avoid using the hedge trimmers till the autumn 
if our garden birds are to have a chance of 
survival and a second brood.  Monitor the trees 
and shrubs you are dying to ñtidy upò.  Please 
desist if there is bird activity in the garden as 
the smaller birds need perches and dense 

foliage to escape those sparrowhawks, now so 
common in towns. 
 

Plant of the month 
 

Wild carrot is my favourite plant of the 
moment.  We bought a couple of plants early 
in the season to give a bit of interest to a dry 
grassy area, which is now repaying us.  
Carrots belong to the family Apiaceae (or 
Umbellifers) and as such have a flowering 
head of many tiny flowers with a burgundy 
flower in the centre.  These will keep 
flowering for a couple of months, then the 
flower heads will invert and dry out to form a 
cluster, full of seeds.   
In another grassy area (you notice that I donôt 
call it ñlawnò) we have three plants of 
common centaury, which was missing last 
year.  And the common spotted orchid looks 
as though it has set seed!   
 

Job of the month 
I have already started to harvest yellow rattle 
and will have enough to spread on a new area 
next year.  Do collect seeds as they ripen and 
store in labelled paper bags.  It is such fun to 
grow from seed. 
 

There are some fabulous events on 
the Kent Wildlife Trust website:  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events   
Why not give someone a Wildlife 
Safari as a birthday present? 
 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria  
(Kent Wildlife Trust Voluntary Advisor) 
 

 

***We were delighted to hear that Victoria has 
recently been awarded a British Empire Medal for 
her long service to the Kent Wildlife Trust and 
nature conservation in general.  Our hearty 
congratulations! 
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The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations (AS) 

 

Rainhamôs roads 
 

Over the past month Medway Council have 
raised three surveys/consultations concerning 
plans for Rainhamôs roads. Whether you knew 
about them or not, the consultation periods for 
all are now closed.  
 

óSchool Streetsô is intending to reduce 
congestion (and idling) and improve safety 
around schools between 8-9am and 3-4pm. 
Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) 
cameras are included and fines proposed for 
those entering during said times without a 
registered exemption. The only school in 
Rainham on the pilot list is Miers Court Junior 
School, accessed via Silverspot Close.   
 

The second consultation proposed a Red 
Route through Rainham High Street; no 
stopping or risk a fine. I am really not sure 
how much difference this will make when 
most of the congestion is caused by either 
more dreaded roadworks or the junction at the 
bottom of Miers Court Road!  
With more houses come more cars.  
Unless we can all adjust to a bit more active 
travel and walking or cycling more, we will 
continue towards carmaggeddon! 
 
Schools Environment and Sustainability 
Shield 
 

Could you enter your school for the Rainham 
Schools Environment and Sustainability 
Shield. 
 

Entries need to be in by 31st August 2023.  

Details from  alanstockey@gmail.com  
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Aug Monthly Eco-Challenge  
 

 

Find your nearest street tree and make a 
pledge to water it every few days. 

Rainham Community Champion Awards 
 

The awards evening is planned for Autumn 
ó23.  

Use the QR code here or head 
to the Facebook page  
nomination section to let us 
know who you think should 
win. 

Rainhamôs Big Green Day and UK Queen 
Concert 
 

What a blast we had on the 17th June at St 
Margaretôs Church, with the morning and 
afternoon given over to the second Big Green 
Day event.  
Good to see two of our new Rainham North 
councillors engaging in the event as well as 
hearing from students from RMGS on their 
Eco activities.  
A few hours later, the church building was 
rocking to music from a UK Queen tribute 
act, with a stunning signing (for those with 
hearing loss) performance from the pulpit -  
absolutely cracking! 
Thank you to all involved in the planning and 
those who came along to visit the events. 
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
 

Phone: Brian лмсоп ормнпп 

Rainham History  
         (Jean Road nee Black) 
 

Hopping Memories 
 

I was born and bred in William Street,  
Rainham.  Along with my mother and two 
sisters, we worked in the 17 Acres Hop  
Garden.  My grandmother, who lived in 
Murston (near Sittingbourne) and two  
aunties also travelled each day in an open 
lorry to the hop field to help pick hops. 
 

A lady, whose name I can't remember, used 
to take note of how many baskets of hops 
were taken from the bins and also allocated 
bins to the people who worked regularly at 
17 Acres.  My family had three bins  
allocated each year.  We really enjoyed  
every minute, including the children.   
 

My grandmother was always very quick at 
picking hops, therefore, she earned more 
than the remaining family.  The children 
were mainly left to enjoy playing in the 
fields, making mud pies but we didn't enjoy 
picking up the hops from the ground.   
Grandma used to call out,  
ñCome on children, come and pick the hops 
up.  Pick out the leaves from the bin but don't 
get in the bin and stand on the hopsò.  
 

As we lived in William Street, we were able 
to walk across the fields at the bottom of our 
garden, past the brickfields, across Otterham 
Quay Lane, onto Oak Lane and into the hop 
garden.  This was done at 6.30am each 
morning because the start time in the hop 
fields was 7am.  
When I think, now, of my grandmother and  

had to leave the house even earlier than my 
mother and I because of the distance they had 
to travel.  
Travelling in an open top lorry would have 
been dangerous, to say the least, but when 
they arrived they also had to cook a meal for 
the whole family!  They all worked so hard 
but somehow I think the women enjoyed it.  
It took them away from the monotony of the 
kitchen sink and out into the fresh air with 
other people.  They passed the time away 
enjoying singing lots of silly songs together. 
 

When the war started, aircraft often flew 
across the hop garden so the foreman would 
gather us all and march us to a brick building 
in the chalk pit for safety there.  We stayed 
listening to the aircraft and attack guns. 
One aircraft was hit but the pilot was safe and 
walked away from the wreckage to be taken 
by the police. 
It was always very exciting for us children 
but I do now wonder what happened to that 
young German pilot. 
 

Mr Black worked at the hop farms, loading 
the pockets of hops onto his horse and cart 
and then taking them to the Oast house in 
Station Road,  Rainham, by the side of the 
railway station.  He allowed my friend and I 
to ride on his cart one day and took us into 
the oast house where we saw the hops laying 
to dry. 
It was all very exciting for us as six year olds.  
Wonderful memories! 
 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

31st July - Afternoon Tea at St Michael and all Angels 
Church Hartlip, 3pm-5pm, a relaxing afternoon of tea and 
homemade cakes in the peace and tranquility of our lovely 
church yard. 
 

9th Aug - East Medway u3a, Wigmore Smallholdersô 
Club ME8 0JG, 2pm, óWildflowers of the British Islesô, 
members free, guests £3, Sue Cook 
at sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

14th Aug - Medway Music Club, 7.30pm, Parkwood  
Community Centre, refreshments/bar, £7 entry, 
phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

15th Aug - RSPB Zoom talk óRaptors of the UKô with Mary 
Braddock, 7.30pm, £3 www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

16th Aug - óA Guided Bat Walkô, BWAG , Blacksmiths 
Barn, 7pm, £5 pp, includes refreshments,  

07772 920359/info@bwag.org.UK  
 

18th Aug - óCakeholeô at Parkwood Social Club, 8.30pm, 
£1 guest entry 

 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am outside 
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, last Monday each month, 2pm, 
£2 for refreshments, 234 712 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, informal drop-in each 
Wednesday, 10am, 
 

St Margaretôs Monday óRelaxedô Service, every 4th Mon 
of month, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham Cricket Club www.rainhamcr icketclub.com  
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group (BWAG), 3rd Sun 
of month for woodland task days, allotments in Hurstwood 
Rd, Bredhurst, 9.45am, refreshments and lunch. Call 07772 
920359, on Facebook or info@bwag.org.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thursday of each month (except 
Aug), Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, 1.15pm, 
visitors welcome, small entry charge, contact Lynne on 
01634 234997  
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thursdays, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic, non-audition 
choir meeting Monday evenings, Rainham School for Girls. 
rainhamladieschoir.com or email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr iday AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 
St Matthews has been a recent recipient of 
Ã2,000. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, each Mon, 2-4, 
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, each Mon 2-4, 
Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 
842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy 
on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,  
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for  those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/ 
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every 2nd /4th 
Thurs, hall behind Hempstead Library, 2pm, £2,  
07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies, 3rd Wed of month, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Medway Concert Brass, every Tuesday, Hempstead,  
contact manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of 
month, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephenôs, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, 7.30pm,  
suerossiter@waitrose.com or 01634 234780 
 

Medway Music Club, 2nd Mon each month, Park-

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:info@bwag.org.UK
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
Gmm CLEANING SERVICES 
Domestic cleaning , deep clean , carpet 
and upholstery clean , end of tenancy, 
one off cleans Mobile : 07895 717484 
 
UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 
VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition. Please 
call Mike on 01634 230417 or 07774 
111057. 
 
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance., All beginners 
welcome. First lesson free. Please see 
our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
 
TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
  
RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

BREDGAR & WORMSHILL LIGHT 
Railway. Fun days out for the family and 
volunteering opportunities.. See 
www.bwlr.co.uk 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.  
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£100/m³ (ḗ250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
  
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461 507. 
 
NEED  MORE CUSTOMERS?  
Action Forum is delivered to over 
20,000 homes  in the Rainham area each 
month These line ads are £2.75 per 
line // month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
  
FREE GLASS JARS WITH LIDS ideal 
for jam or bottled fruit to be sold at bazaars 
or given to family and friends. Call 07835 
859 846. 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
David Kirk 01634 389079. 
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give a 10 or 
30 minute presentation on the work that 
we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, so 
enabling them to have a trade and earn a 
living. The presentation comes with a 
display of the goods we send, together 
with brochures providing further 
informationy. Please contact Trevor Cox 
on mvw781@gmail.com or phone 
01634 670115 
  
RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David 
Woodôs book ñ150 Not Outò is a history 
of the club 1856 to 2006. Available from 
Sunburst Books 21-23 Station Road, 
Rainham at £15.00 
 
GARDEN WILDLIFE MATTERS   
Is a newly registered charity number 
1202239. Our ain is to encourage all 22 
million gardeners in this country to make 
changes in their gardens, however small, 
that will benefit wildlife in their gardens 
which in turn will in turn help to reduce 
climate change. See our website 
www.gwlm.org.uk for more details. We 
need volunteers to help run the the charity. 
To join the team please email 
hamish@thenetmag.uk or call          
07835 859 846 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


