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Fancy Dress anyone? 

 

The cover photo is of Fairview School June Fair fancy dress competition in 1981,  
showing the winners dressed as Barbara Woodhouse and her dog.  

(see page 12 for a little more detail)  
 

(photos courtesy of John James) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

Well, the Coronation weekend was a 
wonderful celebration and quite a spectacle to 
watch on the television.  I trust that, wherever 
you were and whatever you were doing, you 
and yours enjoyed the longer weekend.  It was 
delightful to read Paulôs letter (p3) relaying 
the fun his community street party had.  Even 
the rain didnôt seem to dampen spirits. 
We would love to hear any other recollections 
of the day.  They are so good to retain for 
posterity! 
 

The rainy season appears to have stopped and 
it feels like the warmer weather has arrived.  
As Victoria points out in her article (p9), it has 
been a very strange year weather-wise so far. 

Making the most of the sun this month, on p8 
we have re-printed the directions of this local 
walk, first published back in 1978.   
Following the Covid pandemic, many realised 
the importance of their local green spaces so 
we thought it might be fun to look at how the 
area may or may not have changed.  It also 
gave my husband and I a good reason to 
increase our ôstepsô for the week and engage 
the grey matter whilst checking it out and 
working out any changes!  Give it a go... 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

School Memories 
 

Dear Editor, 
I would be grateful if you could put this in 
your Action Forum, please. 
I was very saddened to hear the death of Tony 
Smith - a classmate of mine for nearly five 
years at Rainham Secondary School back in 
the 1950's. One happy memory I have is of 
him and myself singing or harmonising some 
of the songs from the new Chirping Crickets/
Buddy Holly LP in the woodwork class. Mr. 
Sneath, the woodwork master wasn't very 
pleased, to say the least. 
Tony was a good footballer but I was surprised 
to learn that he was the ósaviourô of 
Gillingham FC when they were going through 
a bad time.  
I think he may have also played violin in the 
school orchestra but I am not sure. My 
memory isn't all that good. It was a long time 
ago.  
Happy days. There can't be many of us left 
from that class now. RIP Tony. 
 

Kind regards 
Michael Croucher 
 
Thanks for the photos 
 

Dear Editor 
Thank you for putting the editorial piece in 
about our long distance walk on 14 May. 
 

It is always nice to receive your little 
newsletter.  You seem to have an inexhaustible 
supply of old photos - amazing 
 

Best regards, Jim - ldwa.org.uk 

  
Next issue : June 22nd, 2023 
Copy date : June 12th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

1966 Churchyard Survey Update 
 

Dear Editor, 
The April edition of Action Forum published 
my letter regarding a survey of Rainham 
churchyard carried out by Sally Glanville and 
Beverley Constable. I am still trying to track 
down Beverley, but can report that Sally is 
living in the area – and reading Action Forum. 
She and Beverley put a lot of effort into the 
exercise, although they took the afternoon off 
to watch the 1966 World Cup Final.  
Sally remembers finding the whole experience 
very interesting, and has enjoyed seeing the 
survey again. 
 

What remains unclear is who co-ordinated the 
surveys, which took place in at least sixteen 
Kent parishes. They may have been arranged 
by the Girl Guides, or possibly local schools 
such as Chatham Grammar (its deputy head 
was Audrey Perkyns, who had a particular 
interest in Rainham history).  
 

Sally and Beverley adopted a more creative 
approach than some of the transcribers 
elsewhere. I was impressed by their level of 
accuracy, having checked and indexed their 
input. It is a valuable genealogical resource, as 
many of the inscriptions they recorded had 
ceased to be legible when a subsequent survey 
was undertaken half a century later. 
 

It would still be good to find Beverley. At the 
time, she was living at 8 Crabtree Road with 
her brother Rowland and sister Jennifer plus 

parents Richard and Joan. 
 

Regards 
David Auger 
 
Grain Road Coronation Celebrations 
 

Dear Editor, 
The community around Grain Road celebrated  
the accession of King Charles III with a street 
party over the Bank Holiday weekend. 
There were fun and games had by all, a 
resident DJ for the day and one photo shows a 
street conga (see below)! 
 

It took a long time to set up but it was worth it 
seeing residents getting to know each other 
better and having fun together, whilst at the 
same time raising £900 for the Wisdom 
Hospice.  Some of the organisers were even 
interviewed for KMTV. 
 

We are now hoping that, moving forward, we 
can organise a similar event each year for our 
street community. 
 

Yours, 
Edwina and Paul Burnell 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ Iŀƭƭ 

млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 

ϻо ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ рлǇ ŦƻǊ ǎƘǳǧƭŜǎ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - CǊŜŜ wŀŎƪŜǘ IƛǊŜτ/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

 

Bredhurst Whist Club 

 

Every Tuesday 19.30 - 22.00  
Bredhurst Village Hall.  
 

Contact Chris on 07707 669915  

Music Through Time 

 

Performing in St Maryôs 
church on Saturday 8th July  
at 7.30pm, this performance 
will be a varied evening of  
music with a historical flavour.   
 

Tickets will be £10, under 18s free and  
refreshments will be available.   
 

We are also planning to hold a singing work-
shop day on Saturday September 16th, again 
in St Maryôs church – more information to 
come! 
We always welcome new members to sing 
with us. We are a four-part choir and we 
meet on Friday evenings at 7.45pm in our 
church.  
 

For more information contact our Secretary 
Sue Rossiter on:  01634 234780 or 
sue.rossiter1@outlook.com  

Word on the Streets 

 

 We have a few more streets that require  
 volunteers.  

 

Permanent Cover 
Collett Walk (74)  
Lower Rainham Rd from Riverside Country 
Park to Lower Twydall Lane (25) 

  

If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Churchyard Volunteers Needed 
 

St Margaretôs churchyard is maintained by a 
group of amazing volunteers who help it look 
its best.  We are in need of more volunteers, 
especially now that we are in the growing 
season and the grass is getting high. 
 

If you are fit and able to push a mower, and 
you have decent footwear, we would love for 
you to join us, meeting 9am every Saturday at 
the Millennium Centre. 

 

Rainham WI 

 

3rd Thursday of each month (except Aug) 
Rainham Cricket Club  
1.15 - 4pm 
 

Visitors welcome, small entry charge.  
For more details contact Lynne on 
01634 234997  

Riverside Country Park Forum 
 

Next meeting is 19th June at Riverside Coun-
try Park. 
6-7pm - meeting led by Norse 
7-8pm - Forum updates 

Anybody for Jam? 
 

We have a collection of screw-lidded glass 
jars ideal for jam -makers. Available free in 
the expectation that some jam will be donated 
for sale at fund raising events.  
 

Call 07835 859846 

mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... Trash and Treasure Summer Sale 
 

Saturday, 8th July, 2023 
1.30pm - 4.00pm  
 

Bredhurst Church Charity Shop is holding a 
'Trash & Treasure Sale' and summer event at 
Bredhurst Village Hall.  
Free entry, children's games, tombolas,  
jewellery stall, bric-a-brac, home-made  
preserves, bouncy castle, football game, 
grand raffle, refreshments and lots more.  
 

Charity shop next to the hall will be open 
and selling all clothes on a 'buy one-get one 
free' basis.  
For more details contact: Mrs June Cox - 
07842 216116  

Coronation Cream Tea/Quiz  
 

Rainham Historical Society 
would like to invite members 
and friends to this lovely celebratory event at 
the Millenium Centre. 
Create a table of upto 6 for the quiz, share 
your knowledge and conclude the afternoon 
with a cream tea and refreshments. 
 

17th June, 2023           2-4.30pm           £5 
 

Contact Mrs OôDowd on 01634 263622  

Thursday Club at St Matthewôs 
 

Open to anyone over the age of 50 (although 
most members are older), we have a full  
programme of speakers and entertainers, in 
addition to running trips.   
 

Membership costs £15 per year plus £1 on 
each occasion you attend. Anyone wishing to 
ótest the waterô may come along for up to 3 
weeks without actually joining. If you would 
then like to join weôd love to have you!! 
 

Contact Geoff on 234712 or just call in.  

A new charity has just been registered: 
 

GARDEN WILDLIFE MATTERS    
 

It ties in nicely with what Victoria Golding 
talks about in her articles each month on p9. 
 

See www.gwlm.org.uk to investigate more. 

Reflex Photographic Club Exhibition 
 

Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre  
16-18th June 
 

Come and talk to us about membership or to 
find out more. The club prides itself on being 
a friendly club whose members are only too 
pleased to help each other to improve their 
photography. Next seasonôs programme  
consists of lecture, competition and member 
presentation. 
 

Three meetings per month are held on  
Thursdays, 7.45pm, Rainham School for 
Girls, ME8 0BX  
More information at: www.reflexphoto.co.uk 

Broadside Games Show  
 

Medway Park, 10th June - Family-friendly 
tabletop gaming event, demonstration and 
participation tables, trade areas, gamers flea 
market. Discover the worlds of wargaming, 
board gaming and collectable card games.  
www.miltonhundred.com/broadside  

https://www.gwlm.org.uk/
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/
https://www.miltonhundred.com/broadside


 

 

A LOCAL WALK REVISITED 
 

This walk was published in the October 1978 
edition of AF.  My husband and I walked it the 
other night and it is, ostensibly, still the same. 
Some footpaths have been altered, and there 
are differences in field usage but it was still 
enjoyable. I have left the original walk 
instructions in place  - see what you think! 
Can you see where changes have occurred.  
The total length of the walk is about 6 miles 
and the numbers in brackets refer to the map 
on p.2 
It would be quite easy to work out shorter 
walks if you wish.   
 
From Rainham Church (1) follow the path by 
the cemetery.  Bear left into Beverley Close, 
cross into Wheatcroft Grove then take the 
tarmac path on the left past no 64 onto 
Mierscourt Road (2).  Turn right, walk 200 
yds or so and head up steps on the left leading 
into an orchard.  Go half right, along the tree 
line, cross the track leading to Siloam Farm 
and go through a wide gap in the hedge.  
Carry on through the orchard to a pole in a 
line of tall trees.  Go through the trees, tum 
left and follow the field edge round to a stile 
onto Meresborough Road (3).  Go right to 
Meresborough Farm and turn right at signpost 
(4). Go uphill past houses.   
 

Just past a Nursery on the left is a footpath 
signpost and a steepish bank (5).  (Opposite is 
a path leading back to Mierscourt Lane)  If 
you go up the bank you will walk between 
some bushes to a stile.  The footpath continues 
over the stile in a straight line to the corner of 
a wood in front of the pylon you can see 
ahead.  Cross the field, follow the edge of the 
wood round to the left, following the  

 

 

Motorway fence, go over a stile (7) and 
continue to a subway under the M2.  Follow 
the wide track, bearing right through the trees 
to the motorway fence.  Follow this left to a 
stile.   

 

Cross the stile and follow a dilapidated fence 
to another stile.  Cross the corner of the field 
ahead, go over a low wire fence and cross an 
orchard to a stile by a gate at the far side, 
leading into a road opposite Matts Hill Farm 
(8).  Turn left and follow the road.  On the 
right is Queendown Warren Nature Reserve, 
having many entrances, splendid views and 
best of all peace and quiet - an ideal spot for a 
picnic.   
 

Go back to the road and follow it round to the 
left over the motorway (9).  Turn left at the 
next junction and continue, passing Spade 
Lane and South Bush Lane on your right until 
you reach the oasts at Meresborough again (4).  
Go through an iron gate on your right into a 
wide, farm track.  Follow this for about half a 
mile then turn off left (10) between old and 
new orchards, to a broad grassy track leading 
beside orchards to a hop garden.  A path runs 
diagonally through the hops to Meresborough 
Road (alternatively, carry straight on through 
orchards tum left and then right and follow a 
wall on the left to the A2 (11).  At 
Meresborough Road turn right to the Man of 
Kent pub (now Darjeeling Heights) then 
follow the A2 left to your start point.   
You might even have time for a stop-off at one 
of the pubs in Rainham! 
 

REMEMBER:   
     Keep to the paths   
     Keep dogs under control   
     Do no damage   
     Leave nothing behind   
     On roads, walk facing oncoming traffic   
     Close gates 

Nature Notes (EP) 
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

 June in the  
Nature-Friendly Garden                                          
(by Victoria Golding)  

 

This is still an odd year for weather.  Iôm not 
complaining about the abundance of water, 
because the plants are wonderfully lush.  
However, slugs and snails are more common 
this year.  They are good food for a variety of 
animals though so I am removing them 
manually from special plants.   
 

We are increasingly seeing that nature-friendly 
gardening is becoming more mainstream.  The 
RHS has joined forces with the Society of 
Garden Designers and the Landscape Institute 
in a campaign called óSay No to Plastic Grassô.  
I wrote the other month about Plastic being one 
of the ñthree Pôsò to avoid in our gardens but,  
to my shame, I didnôt talk about the horrors of 
plastic grass.  I didnôt realise is that it increases 
heat in our towns through absorbing the sunôs 
heat, contributing to the problems of climate 
change.  Follow the link to learn more:  
www.sgd.org.uk/news/83/
say_no_to_plastic_grass_plants_campaign  
 

The third P to avoid is Poisons.   
For more natural gardens, avoid purchasing 
anything with ócideô in its name.  We upset the 
balance of our gardens if we selectively kill a 
wide range of organisms, even fungi.  We  
need fungi in our soils to allow a full range of 
plants to flourish.   
 

I can announce, with joy, that I have seen the 
first orchid ever to have appeared in our grass.  
The seeds are microscopic, so I think it has 
simply landed and been happy to grow.  I  
admit that it is the most common of orchids,  
the common spotted orchid, but still!  I am 
taking it as an example that the soil is in good 
heart as orchids require mycorrhizal fungi to 
germinate. 

Plant of the month 
My plant of the month for flowering is the 
group of pea flowers called vetches.  These 
are a wonderful group for pollinators, such as 
butterflies and bees.  The garden flowers that 
are particularly good are the moment are 
Catmint Nepeta species.  With deadheading, 
nepeta will repeat flowering. Coneflower 
Echinacea purpurea needs planting now and 
will flower late into the autumn.  Their seeds 
will be great for seed-eating birds through the 
winter.  
 

Job of the month 
The areas of grass I left wild during the last 
summer are showing greater numbers and 
different varieties of flowers.   
Some have 
been 
introduced 
but others 
are arriving 
under their 
own steam, 
which is so 
encouraging 
in such a relatively short time of following 
óNo Mow Mayô (and onwards). 
 

Our Open Gardens are a great success.  You 
donôt need to book and most gardens are 
offering teas and cake!  Apart from the beauty 
of our gardens we offer our team of wonderful 
Garden Advisors who are on hand and waiting 
for someone to ask them a question!   
Do come to see us.  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens/
open-gardens 
 

Have a beautiful, productive June.  

 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria  
(Kent Wildlife Trust Voluntary Advisor) 
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The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations (AS) 

 

Schools Environment and Sustainability 
Shield 
 

At Rainham Eco-hubôs óBig Green Dayô,  
on 17th June at St Margaretôs Church, we will 
launch the Rainham Schools Environment and 
Sustainability Shield competition for 2022/23.  
The annual competition, will be open to all 
schools in the Action Forum delivery zone, 
which means it will also include Bredhurst, 
Lower Halstow and Hempstead. 
 

It will be judged retrospectively for activities 
in the 2022/23 school year and the winner  
will be announced and awarded in September 
at the Rainham Eco-hub and Community 
Awards.   
All entries will be recognised for their efforts.  
 

The theme for the competition in this first  
year is Air and will focus on contributions to 
improving air quality through:  
¶ planting trees and hedgerows  
¶ reducing traffic pollution and 

increasing active travel  
¶ supporting those more vulnerable,  

 who are dependent upon inhalers   

 

The shield has been designed and developed 
from re-purposed oak by the Eco-Shed in 
Sittingbourne and generously sponsored by 
Rajeev Gupte at Spice Fusion. 
 

Do come along on the 17th June to find out 
more, or register your schoolôs interest in 
participating by emailing: 
alanstockey@gmail.com 
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June Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

Learn how to mend a holey sock so you 
have matching pairs for longer and save 

money at the same time! 

Rainham Community Champion Awards 
 

Donôt forget to nominate! 
These awards are a chance for us to celebrate 
anybody we know, whether they are a friend, 
family member, colleague, neighbour or 
teacher - for the difference we think they have 
made to our community! 

 

  Use the QR code, head to the   
  nomination pages on the Face 
  book page. 

 

  Explore the categories and get    
  nominating! 

Book out time for Big Green Day 2! 
 

The Big Green Day 2 will be held at:  
St Margaretôs Church  
between 10am and 2pm  
Saturday 17th June.  
 

There will be stalls, talks and activities to 
provide opportunities to be more eco-aware.  

 

Entry is free and refreshments available.  
There are social media posts for more  
information. 

Riverside Country Park Forum 
 

Next meeting is 19th June at Riverside  
Country Park. 
6-7pm - meeting led by Norse 
7-8pm - Forum updates 
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
 

{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
 

tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп 

Rainham History (AJ) 
 

Walking to Fairview School in the 1970s 
 

I went to school in the 1970ôs - Fairview 
Infants with Miss Akehurst as Head, then the 
Juniors with Mr Queen as Head.  
The walk to school from Marshall Road felt 
like a couple of miles though maps say its 
only one! óWalking school busesô are seen as 
a new thing but we did much the same role; 
meeting friends at various points on route 
and picking up more as we went.  
Occasionally, if it was raining really heavily, 
we might get a lift but this was not a  
common occurrence. 
 

It's surprising how many businesses no  
longer exist from a time I think of as recent, 
although its over 40 years ago!   
Walking up Edwin Rd to the junction 
brought you to Munden's Newsagent on 
Durham Rd - now a private house.  
I'd stop there on a Friday for my weekly  
Comic, spending the few remaining pence  
on Space Dust or some similar sweet. Later 
on, it was Smash Hits, to find out the latest 
pop news. On the corner of Edwin Road was 
another shop, initially a DIY shop run by 
Tony & Betty Sharman (as I recall) which 
became a video rental and, finally, a general 
store before closing and converting to flats. 
 

Going along Springvale, there was the 
Smallholders Club which still exists 
(although bigger) and on the opposite corner 
(number 55 Woodside) was a butcherôs shop, 
shown in Kelly's Directory as óFred Beal, 
Butcherô. Again, that's now a private house.  

Up Bredhurst Road was a dairy. Originally 
Terry's Dairy, it was bought out by Unigate in 
the 1970s and then developed for housing.  
 

Opposite the turning for Fairview School was 
Wigmore Park where we'd occasionally go to 
play. Sometimes we'd take the path opposite 
Woodside Post Office instead, past the side of 
the Howard Hall (the former St Matthewôs 
Church), past another small park next to the 
Scout hut. I remember this park had one of 
the old wooden roundabouts you could sit on 
as it was turned; not something many parks 
had.   
 

My grandmother lived on Woodside and after 
school we would go there as, being near 
school, it was convenient. If she ever ran out 
of any items, she'd send me along to the  
Co-operative store at the end of Woodside/
Hoath Lane or the butcher's next door. When 
the Co-op closed in the late 1980s it became a 
pet store and is now Wigmore Fish Bar and 
Raj Rani. The butcher's shop is now a hair-
dressers. Being a keen stamp collector as a 
child, the other place I regularly visited was 
Wigmore Post Office. I can't remember when 
but it has been extended and significantly 
changed since then.  
 

Every summer the Fairview Schools June 
Fair raised money for the PTA - my parents 
helping out over several years. My mum was 
a keen baker with Bredhurst WI so often  
baked trays of cakes or biscuits to sell. 
One of the attraction highlights was the  
Fancy dress competition and the front cover 
photo is the Fairview Junior School  
competition, approx. 1981. 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

3rd June - RSPB Nightjar  Evening Walk, Broadwater  
Warren Reserve TN3 9PJ, What3Words: eventful, spill, 
soup, www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 

 

5th June - Community Centre AGM, 7.30pm.  
Please come along and find out whatôs happening in your 
community! There are lots of changes coming and we need 
your input. There is a larger committee with new faces. 
Twydall Community Centre, Beechings Way, ME8 6PZ,  

 

10th June  - Rainham Historical Society Trip to  
Polesden Lacey, Lavish country house in Sur rey where 
George VI and Queen Mother honeymooned.  
Cost: £40, NT Member: £26 
Pick-up: Lukehurst/High St Rainham at 9.10 am 
Contact 01634 366276 to check availability  
 

12th June - Medway Music Club with Andrew Nix, 
7.30pm, Parkwood Community Centre, refreshments/bar,  
£7 entry, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 

 

17th June - Coronation Strawberry Tea and Quiz, hosted by 
Rainham Historical Society, tables of 6, 2pm, Millennium 
Centre, Contact: Mrs OôDowd 01634 263622 
 

17th June - Big Green Day 2, St Margaretôs Church,  
10am - 2pm with stalls, talks and activities providing  
opportunities to be eco-aware, refreshments available, free 
entry  
 

18th June - RSPB free Guided Walk, Rye Harbour SWT 
Reserve, TN31 7TY, what3words: flopping, loopholes, 
together, 10am, www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

20th June - RSPB talk óBirds of Kibale Forest & Queen 
Elizabeth National Parkô with Clive Nuttman,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, £4 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

24th June - Plant and Cake Sale, St Matthewôs Church, 
ME8 ONX, 10-12.30, refreshments available 
 

24th June  - Rainham Historical Society Trip to Weald and 
Downland Museum (over 50 rescued rural buildings among 
40 acres of South Downs with working exhibits, craft 
demonstrations) Cost: £40, NT Member: £26 
Pick-up: Lukehurst/High St Rainham at 8am 
Contact 01634 366276 to check availability  
 

24th June - Celebration of Ukranian and Slavic Music, 
óMuzika Lyraô musical trio return to St Maryôs, Newington, 
7.30pm. £15pp to include refreshments.  
Contact David Lane on 01795 842478 or  
laneatborden@btinternet.com 
 

25th June - Lower Halstow leisurely circular walk with  
Maidstone Ramblers, start 10am from Lapwing Drive, 
Lower Halstow, ME9 7DZ, (TQ859675), 7 miles/ 11.3km  
assistance dogs only, booking not required, lunch available 
at The Three Tuns, Lower Halstow when finished (make 
own booking) Contact: Ian Tandy 07929 241435 or  
aliantandy@sky.com 
 

27th June - The Tuesday Club, Friends of St Margaretôs, 
Lower Halstow, 7.30pm, £4, refreshments and raffle. 
Come and find out about the amazing work of the charity 
óSmile Malawiô, as it celebrates 20 years of giving a safe 
place to orphans to thrive.  

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 
St Matthews has been a recent recipient of 
Ã2,000. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

28th June - RSPB free Guided Walk, Ranscombe Farm,   
ME2 1LA, what3words: keep, rooms, violin, 9.30am, 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Medway Concert Brass, every Tuesday, Hempstead,  
contact manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am out-
side St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656. 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, each Mon, 2-4, 
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, each Mon 2-4, 
Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 
842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy 
on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,  
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for  those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/ 
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, Howard Hall Woodside, 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
 

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition.  
Please call Mike on 01634 230417 or  
07774 111057 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no-obligation estimate. 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid-secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£100/m³ (ḗ250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates. No job too 
small. KCC & Environment Agency 
registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday Services: 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm. For details of other weekly 
meetings, including children's and youth  

work, please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

ST MATTHEEWôS COMMUNITY 
Centre, Wigmore - modernized centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. 
Disabled access and hearing aid loop. 
To book, phone 01634 235507 

 

PIANO LESSONS (ABRSM)  
DBS-checked  
01634 312366 

 

IRONING SERVICE 
Hourly rates, Tel 07548 929368  
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give 10 or 30 
min presentations on the work we do to 
provide tools and sewing machines for 
people in Africa, so enabling them to 
have a trade and earn a living. The 
presentation comes with a display of the 
goods we send, together with brochures 
providing further information. Please 
contact Trevor Cox on 01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP  
Sunday Services  - 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


