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Coronation Celebrations in 1953 

 

The above photo was taken at the 1953 Coronation party held in Lower Rainham Road. 
It shows the Army & Navy pub in the background. 

See page 12 for a little more detail)  
 

(photos courtesy of Jane Absolom) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

The editorial team were delighted to hear 
Action Forum has been shortlisted for a óPride 
in Medwayô award - watch this space for 
updates.  
Itôs been fantastic to see so much going on 
recently, including the Abba tribute night at St 
Margaretôs church. There is a poetry festival 
there at the end of April with renowned poet 
John Agard. But we've also had the sad news 
this month of the death of former contributor 
Stan Randall and hope to feature one of his 
articles later this year. 
 

Readers have provided some great stories and 
photos about the Coronation, including the 
wonderful cover photo of Lower Rainham 
from a family album. Remember, if you have 
any old photos or want to share from a street 
party this time, please get in touch. Hopefully 
the celebrations of the Kingôs Coronation will 
have better weather than for the Queen in 
1953, when rain was the order of the day.  
 

Weôve received a letter asking about the 
Rainham sign that was unveiled last month 
and, surprisingly, when Steve asked around  
no-one he spoke to was able to help.  
The competition for the local sign was 
organised by Medway Council in May 2022 
and, as outlined in the AF editorial, it was to 
celebrate the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee. 
The final selection from all the entries was 
decided by a judging panel which included 
local councillors and local community 
members. The winning entry from mechanical 
engineer Natasha (who is also a leader with 
Parkwood Brownies) was selected from these 
and made into the sign now outside Natwest 
Bank. All entries were displayed in Rainham 
library for six weeks at the end of last year for 

anyone to view so hopefully some readers will 
have seen the other entries too.  

 

Steveôs letter highlights a common problem -
that there are so many places to share events 
and information these days. It can mean that 
people donôt always hear about them until its 
too late. If you have something to let other 
residents know about please submit it for our 
diary to get the word out there. 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Lower Rainham Fruit Grower 
 

Dear Editor, 
It is with sadness that I have to inform your 
readers of the death of my father, Stan 
Randall. He passed away on the 4th of March 
after a short spell in a care home aged 87 
years.  
He was a fruit grower in Lower Rainham for 
many years and a familiar sight in the local 
area. I know he wrote several articles for 
Action Forum and we have been re-reading 
them recently. He had a keen interest in motor 
sport and built his own cars for autocross and 
sporting car trials.  
Up until fairly recently he was still helping us 
out in the orchard. He is greatly missed by all 
his family and friends.  
 

Ann Collins 

  
Next issue : May 25th, 2023 
Copy date : May 15th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Coronation Memories of 1953 
 

Dear Editor 
I was sixteen and I remember the day well, 
Tuesday June 2nd. My friend, Brian Jobber, 
and I were keen cyclists and took a morning 
ride in the Rainham, Wigmore, Hempstead 
area and surrounding countryside. It was a  
cold day for June and at first dry but during 
our trip the rain began and we reached home 
soaked, Brian to his in Pump Lane and mine  
in Gillingham, where I dried out and had  
some lunch. 
 

Very few people possessed a TV set at the  
time and I was invited to watch by a 
neighbour, Dennis Gobbee, who ran a caf® in 
Canterbury Street. His son, David, was in the 
same class as my younger brother, Malcolm,  
at Byron Road Primary School. 
Never having watched a TV programme 
beforehand I found it an interesting  
experience, although as the afternoon 
progressed, I did find it rather boring at times. 
 

At the time, if it had been suggested to me  
that the next coronation would not be held 
until 70 years later, I would have found it 
difficult to believe. The Queen was a young 
lady of 25, but I had never heard of anyone 
living to over 90 and 70 years sounds like an 
eternity to a boy of sixteen.  
 

Arthur Kimber.    
 
 

St Margaret Mondays 
 

Dear Editor, 
St. Margaret's Church, Rainham is starting a 
monthly service designed for people who need 
a more relaxed form of worship.  The service 
will be short, followed by a cuppa, friendly 
chatter and cake!! 
 

It will be held on the fourth Monday of every 
month at 2pm, the next service being on the 
22nd May.   
We look forward to seeing you and for further 
information please ring St. Margaret's Church 
office on 01634 362023.  
 
Upchurch Choral Society Update 
 

Dear Editor, 
Upchurch Choral Society has started 
to rehearse again and will perform in 
St Maryôs church on Saturday 8th 
July at 7.30pm. This performance will focus 
on choruses from well-known operas.   
Watch this space ï more information in June! 
 

We are also planning to hold a singing 
workshop day on Saturday September 16th, in 
St Maryôs church ï again more information in 
June! 
 

We always welcome new members to sing 
with us, we are a four-part choir and we meet 
on Friday evenings at 7.45pm in the church.  
For more information, do contact our 
Secretary Sue Rossiter on:  01634 234780 or 
at sue.rossiter1@outlook.com  

mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com


 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ Iŀƭƭ 

млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 

ϻо ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ рлǇ ŦƻǊ ǎƘǳǧƭŜǎ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - CǊŜŜ wŀŎƪŜǘ IƛǊŜτ/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

 

Boats, Blossom and Alpacas Walk 
 

14th May - 16 mile all day walk from  
Rainham Station, meeting at 9.15am.  
 

Moderate pace (by LDWA standards),  
Open to non-members.  
 

Led by Jim Briggs on this occasion, the Long 
Distance Walking Association runs walks 
across Kent each weekend.   
If you are interested, check out our website: 
ldwa.org.uk 

MedwayArtBox Poetry Exhibition 
 

You are invited to create and pen a poem on 
the back of a postcard.  
Your poem can be about anything - but here 
are some prompts just in case you need a bit 
of inspiration! 
How does Medway make you feel? Where is 
your favourite place in Medway? Think of 
your best day ever. Write about your pet. 
Write about your family. If you're using a 
postcard with a photo on - could you write 
your poem about the photo? Do you have a 
poem already that would fit on a postcard? 
 

Send it to Medway River Lit, c/o Nucleus 
Arts,  272 High St, Chatham ME4 4BP.  
 

Closing date for receipt of postcards is  
30th April. 

Word on the Streets 

 

 We have a few more streets that need  
 volunteers due to health issues.  

 

Permanent Cover 
Sheldon Close, Mierscourt Close, Lower 
Mierscourt Rd (about 74 total) 
Lower Rainham Rd from Riverside Country 
Park to Lower Twydall Lane (22) 

  

If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585 998 

Picture Books of Old Rainham 
 

Barbara Mackay Miller compiled three  
books published in 1982, 1987 and 2010, the 
third with Rosemary Dellar. All three have 
been out of print for some years but reprints 
are now planned.  
Inevitably, Barbara received letters about 
errors and omissions, which she filed. Unable 
to find this file, we are asking anybody aware 
of any corrections necessary to email them 
to hamish@actionforum.co.uk or post to the 
address at the top of p.2 
 

A fourth Picture Book of Rainham? 
 

Since written, many more photographs have 
been collected by: 
 www.rainham-history.co.uk.  
It is proposed that these should form the basis 
of a fourth book.  
Doubtless there are many more photos that 
should be considered.  Please submit any you 
have to:  
info@rainham-history.co.uk.  
We can scan and return the originals to you. 

Rainham is holding its own first 
poetry festival this year!   
 

Is it time to get your creativity 
flowing ready for next year? 

mailto:hamish@actionforum.co.uk
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
mailto:andy@rainham-history.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Wigmore Voices Summer Concert 
 

'The Best of Stage & Screen'  
Thursday 18th May at 8.30pm 
St Matthews Community Centre,  
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, ME8 0PD. 
 

Tickets Ã6, contact Sue - 07990 837287 

And the Winner is... 
 

We were given an opportunity to vote for the 
wording on community signs regarding the 
local anti-idling project being run by the 
University of Kent.  
Residents and local schools students came up 
with slogans and the one chosen was: 
     Lights RED, Engines DEAD!  
         #Be More Rainham 

 

Many thanks to all who voted and keep your 
eyes peeled for the signs going up around 
our area.   
If everyone sitting at lights/waiting for  
passengers turns off their engines then our 
air quality will improve dramatically. 

Coronation Cream Tea  
and Quiz 
 

Rainham Historical  
Society would like to  
invite members and friends to this lovely 
celebratory event at the Rainham Millenium 
Centre. 
Create a table of upto 6 for the quiz, share 
your knowledge and conclude the afternoon 
with a cream tea and refreshments. 
 

17th June, 2023           2-4.30pm           Ã5 
 

Contact Mrs OôDowd on  
01634 263622 for more details. 

St Matthewôs Film Club - 29th May 
 

We meet on the final Monday of the month at 
2p.m. in the church, showing a range of films 
from recent releases to classics.  
 

In May our film stars Keira Knightly, Matt 
Smith and Ralph Fiennes in a political thriller 
based on the true story of a government 
whistle blower who stood trial for breach of 
the Official Secrets Act. 
The film is free but refreshments are Ã2. 
 

Contact Geoff on 234712 or just call in.  

Thursday Club at St Matthewôs 
 

Open to anyone over the age of 50 (although 
most members are older), we have a full  
programme of speakers and entertainers, in 
addition to running outings and some theatre 
trips.   
 

During May we will have the following:  
4th - Richard Griffin: Telling us about his 
experiences in the Royal Protection Unit 
11th - Trevor Styles: Ever-popular singer 
18th - Alan Haines ï Speaking about the Life 
and Times of Max Miller 
25th - Social afternoon. 
 

Membership costs Ã15 per year plus Ã1 on 
each occasion you attend. Anyone wishing to 
ótest the waterô may come along for up to 3 
weeks without actually joining. If then you 
would like to join weôd love to have you!! 
 

Contact Geoff on 234712 or just call in.  



 

 

A CYCLE RIDE FROM MAIDSTONE 
 

The streets of Maidstone are busy with 
shoppers as I emerge from the train station 
after a short journey from Strood.  Soon, 
however, I leave this frantic commerce behind 
and am freewheeling along the cycle path 
which runs beside the Medway River. I pass  
a little makeshift world of houseboats, 
chimney pots smoking. It seems a simple life, 
close to nature with the sound of bird song  
and water slapping against the hull. 
 

At East Farleigh I dismount to slip beneath  
the low arch of the Medieval bridge spanning 
the river. I emerge into water meadows, 
golden king cups blooming beside muddy 
pools and the trees all-a-singing with great tits. 
I hear a kingfisher whistle and my heart leaps 
at a flash of blue but it turns out to be a plastic 
bag stuck in a riverside tree. Still, the old 
fisherman of the river is out there, somewhere, 
plying his trade. 
 

At Barming, I cross the iron span of Kettle 
Bridge. On May Day evenings the Kettle Clog 
dancers cross the bridge in a parade that winds 
through the village to the pub and marks the 
beginning of the traditional dancing season. 
Not owning an ordnance survey map for this 
section, I choose to cycle the road least 
travelled and head up a lane bordered by high 
hedge banks ablaze with celandine and sweet 
violets. I feel cast back into an earlier age, 
before car travel dominated everyone's lives. 
Thick mud down the centre of the road is 
dotted with hoof prints and there is only the 
sound of the birds. A flush of white and pale 
pink windflowers shows that the hedgerows 
lining the road were once part of an ancient 
woodland.  
It is a steep push uphill and at the top I stop 

for a sip of water and view down the valley to 
a thatched, half-timbered barn. The chalk 
escarpment of the North Downs rises up 
beyond Maidstone.   
 

It is early spring, chiff chaffs, fresh from 
Africa, are still curious and come to investigate 
as I cut through a gap in the hedge to scrump a 
handful of wild garlic which carpets the floor 
of a hazel woodland and will be added to  
soups and sandwiches in the week ahead.  
Back on the bike, I pedal onwards and 
upwards. The lane emerges into the village of 
West Farleigh where I stop for a pint of cider 
at The Good Intent pub. Fully refreshed, I 
speed downhill to Hunton village through 
bluebell woodlands, passing fields where 
lambs doze tucked into their mother's sides. I 
know that I am bound to pay for this downhill 
speed with an uphill climb but I don't care. I 
can feel my daily cares flying into the 
slipstream and away. 
 

I stop to visit the Church of St Mary's but find 
it sadly locked, although the churchyard is a 
mass of primroses which cheers me. The climb 
up Westerhill Road defeats me and I get off  
the bike to push but I don't really mind. At the 
top I stop at the point where the Greensand 
Way crosses the road. I lean on a farm gate for 
a bite to eat and a view across an old orchard 
to the hills of the High Weald. A walker with 
squeaky boots bids me good afternoon and I 
hear him for a mile as he squeaks away along 
the footpath.  
The afternoon is warm now, an early swallow, 
fresh from its long flight from South Africa, 
makes its way to an old barn.  
At Coxheath, I speed a short distance along the 
main road and then head downhill to East 
Farleigh, the Medway shimmering in early 
evening light as I fly across the old bridge to 
the station in time for the train home. 
                      www.caroldonaldsonwriter.co.uk  

Nature Notes (Carol Donaldson) 
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

https://www.caroldonaldsonwriter.co.uk/


 

 

May Comes to the  
Wildlife-Friendly Garden                                          

(by Victoria Golding)  

 

We havenôt had much warm weather yet this 
year.  However, most wildlife is more resilient 
than we are and is affected by day-length, 
rather than warmth.  The problem arrives when 
animals come out of hibernation or back from 
migration and there isnôt the food to feed them.   
If you put out food for birds, please be careful 
with kitchen scraps.   
Bread is often put out, but doesnôt have many 
nutrients and could harm baby birds, both if dry 
and if the pieces are too large.   
Real fats, such as suet, is good but birds donôt 
need to diet, so donôt give them 
polyunsaturated fats.  Grated cheese (mild) is 
good but be careful not to attract unwanted 
wildlife by dropping food on the ground.   
Salt is toxic to birds, so avoid bacon fat/scraps.   
Keep your feeding area clean and donôt let food 
go mouldy as it will harm birds.   
Thatôs a lot to think about, but so worth it for 
the good it does. 
 

Plant of the month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We have had great success from old tulips we 
have planted in the lawn.  Iôm going to have to 
thin them and replant a new area.  
Unfortunately, our resident fox has taken to 
snapping off the bulb flowers and charging 

through clumps of plants - very trying!   
Already it is a great cowslip year in the 
garden, with them coming up all over the 
grassy areas.  We have planted a few wild 
flowers, bought from the garden centre, to add 
to the mix.  I have put wild carrot in a dry area 
and two plants of sheepôs bit scabious in a 
sunny spot.  Our soil is neutral, so I will let 
you know how they do because, ideally, they 
like acid soil.   
The marjoram I was given last year has made 
a big clump already.  These flowers will give 
pollinators food after the spring flush of 
flowers is over.  Within the last few days, the 
yellow rattle has started to show, which is so 
thrilling.  
  
Jobs of the month 
 

As you can see, I am changing how I 
introduce flowers to the grass.  If you are not 
starting from scratch, try wild flowers that 
you know grow locally.  Study whether they 
want wet or dry, sun or shade and find those 
corresponding spots in your garden.  Try 
different sorts of plants but, for bees and 
butterflies, clovers and members of the pea 
family are great for their flowers and deep 
roots.   
No Mow May is also upon us.  Plantlife has a 
range of posters that will explain why you are 
doing it that you can download and put in 
your own green space.  
www.plantlife.org.uk/campaigns/nomowmay  
 

Plan a trip to one of our Open Gardens.  This 
year you donôt need to book - and tea and 
cakes are available at some! 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-
gardens/open-gardens 
 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria  
(Kent Wildlife Trust Voluntary Advisor) 
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The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation ï from Ã150.00 plus VAT  
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from Ã14.95 
Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations (AS) 

 

Easter Chocolate 
 

Did you know the average UK citizen spends 
over Ã75 a year on chocolate!  In my case, 
even more! Easter chocolate production has 
massively increased in recent years but, sadly, 
climate change impacts tend to be felt most 
keenly in the same areas where our cocoa is 
farmed.  Our chocolate addiction could be 
hindering others and thatôs before we talk 
about any associations with child labour and 
deforestation - issues we all agree are 
unacceptable. 
 

So can chocolate ever be ethical?   
Look out for two symbols on your chocolate:   
 

The Rainforest Alliance scheme aims to 
protect the land and what is good for the land 
is usually also better for human welfare. 
 

The Fairtrade scheme ensures producers and 
growers get a fair price for their products, with 
a premium added and used to reinvest in these 
agricultural businesses, allowing for improved 
infrastructure/greater environmental standards. 
We pay a bit more for our luxuries and others 
are enabled to both make ends meet and care 
for the area they are responsible for.  
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May Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

Consider hiring an outfit for that  
party/wedding celebration?   

You will save money whilst contributing  
to the óre-use ethosô. 

 

Rainham Community Champion Awards 
 

Donôt forget to nominate! 
These awards are a chance for us to celebrate 
anybody we know, whether they are a friend, 
family member, colleague, neighbour or 
teacher - for the difference we think they have 
made to our community! 

 

  Use the QR code, head to the   
 nomination pages on the Face 
 book page or type in the  
 following link: 
  
  https://docs.google.com/

forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddbGgEUbNVTsnZ-
eD4Pfqbk-ZRXsEY8tO1mbS_GkWU45OJFQ/
viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0 
 

Explore the categories and get nominating! 

 

Solar Together Registration 
 

Group-buying power is always 
cheaper so now is a great time to 
get a survey done of your home, along with a 
quote of how much it might cost if it is a  
feasible option for you.   

   

 Register interest at  solartogether.co.uk 

Volunteer Conservation Task Days 
 

Riverside Country Park 
Sunday 7th May and every Thursday 10-2 
Please phone 337432 beforehand 
 

Capstone Farm Country Park 
Sunday 14th May and every  Tuesday 10-2 
Please phone 338191 beforehand 
 

Why not also check out the many activities 
going on, from a Dawn Chorus walk to mud 
kitchens and bingo!   
See medway.gov.uk/events for more details 
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            
Systems Installed 

¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  
Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 
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Rainham and  
Coronation Celebrations 

 

Front Cover photo 
 

The Army and Navy public house was  
located at the junction of Lower Rainham 
Road and Berengrave Lane before being 
converted into housing in the late 90ôs.  
The photo was taken at the 1953 Coronation 
party held in Lower Rainham Road. Note the 
Mackeson's Bitter sign above the door.  
There was even a Coronation Cake created 
and served for the occasion! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cpl Gordon Kitney - Royal Horse Guards 
 

Mrs Stedman wrote about her Coronation  
memories in our March edition and we also 
wanted to include the photo she sent. 
 

Gordon is the third groom from the left,  
chosen to walk with the State Coach. 

This official emblem  
celebrates the coronation of 
His Majesty King Charles III 
on 6 May 2023.  
The emblem, designed by Sir 
Jony Ive with his creative 

collective LoveFrom, is created with the flora 
of the four nations of the UK: the rose, the 
thistle, the daffodil and the shamrock, paying 
tribute to the Kingôs love of the natural 
world.  
 
Medway - Saturday 6 May - 10am to 5pm 
 

The Coronation of His Majesty The King and 
Her Majesty The Queen Consort will take 
place at Westminster Abbey. 
 

Come along and join the celebrations at our 
live screen event in Rochester Castle 
grounds, where a 'live' stream of the BBC's 
timetable will be shown. To amuse younger 
audiences, we have a colourful and lively 
programme of activities to keep them enter-
tained. Bring along your picnic hampers or 
purchase food and beverages from the onsite 
trade stalls. 
 

The Rochester Cathedral Street Party is from 
10am-6pm. The Nave will be emptied of 
chairs so bring along your picnic and blanket 
and watch the Coronation ceremony on the 
screens inside, perhaps even sitting at the 
Jubilee Oak Table!   
Free admission, crypt caf® also open.  

 

Join the Coronation conversation by sharing 
events, activities and photos: 
#CoronationMedway  

editor@actionforum.co.uk 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 
 

30th April - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community 
Centre, Beechings Way, ME8 6PZ, 10-1, contact Janet 
Duke:  
07809 892883 or pinkdukebox@aol.com  (also 30th) 
 

30th April - Blue Bell Walks with Bredhurst Woodland 
Action Group, with cream teas to follow.  Meet at Black-
smithôs Barn, ME7 3JU, 2pm, Ã10pp, www.BWAG.org 
 

7th May - RSPB free Guided Walk, 8.30am at Conyers 
Creek, ME9 9HR, What3Words: lighter, bowhead, runner, 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 

 

8th May - Medway Music Club with Chris Stanbury, 
7.30pm, Parkwood Community Centre, refreshments/bar,  
Ã7 entry, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

11th May - Comedy óStraight & Narrowô, Oasthouse  
Theatre, Rainham, 8pm, (also 12/13/18/19/20 May) 
book tickets at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 

14th May - RSPB Coach Trip to Minsmere Reserve, 7am, 
from Parkwood, Book with Trevor on 07709 925613 

 

16th May - RSPB talk óBirds of the North Norfolk Coastal 
Pathô with Jonathan Forgham, Parkwood Community  
Centre, 7.30pm, Ã4 www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

17th May - BWAG, óBirds of Preyô, 7.30pm.  Blacksmithôs 
Barn, Bredhurst, Ã5, call 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.uk 
 

18th May - Wigmore Voices concert, 8.30pm, Ã6, St  
Matthewôs Community Centre, ME8 0PD, 07990 837287 
 

20th May - RSPB free Guided Walk, Grove Ferry NNR, 
CT3 4BP, What3Words: elashes, lizards, spell, 9am, 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

20th May - Plant and Cake Sale, Macklands House,  
Station Rd, Rainham, 10-2 
 

21st May - Woodland Task Day, Bredhurst Woodland 
Action Group (BWAG), meet at allotments, Hurstwood Rd, 
9.45am, all welcome, lunch/refreshments, call 07813 
785940 or check out Facebook or info@bwag.org.uk 
 

21st May - Hempstead Village Fayre, 11.30-4.30, playing 
field, 01634 230 214/valeriejgorf@gmail.com 
 

22nd May - Relaxed and Informal service at St Mar-
garetôs Rainham, 2pm, followed by refreshments, 362023 

 

25th May - RSPB free Guided Walk, Queendown Warren 
KWT Reserve, ME9 7XD, What3Words: presenter, habit, 
caves, 9.30am, www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,  
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, last Monday each month, 2pm, 
Ã2 for refreshments, 234 712 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, informal drop-in each 
Wednesday, 10am, 
 

St Margaretôs Monday óRelaxedô Service, every 4th Mon 
of month, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham Cricket Club www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 
St Matthews has been a recent recipient of 
Ã2,000. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Medway Concert Brass, every Tuesday, Hempstead,  
contact manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am out-
side St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, Ã5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656. 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, each Mon, 2-4, 
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, each Mon 2-4, 
Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 
842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy 
on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,  
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, Ã4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, Ã3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/ 
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, Howard Hall Woodside, 
Call 01634 388912 for more details 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 
843180  
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every 2nd /4th 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     Ã2.75 per line per month 

Box Ads: Ã33.00 per month 

Ã90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
 

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition.  
Please call Mike on 01634 230417 or  
07774 111057 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no-obligation estimate. 

 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid-secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

Ã100/mį (ḗ250 logs), İmį Ã50 
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates. No job too 
small. KCC & Environment Agency 
registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting ï Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday Services: 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm. For details of other weekly 
meetings, including children's and youth  

work, please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

ST MATTHEEWôS COMMUNITY 
Centre, Wigmore - modernized centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. 
Disabled access and hearing aid loop. 
To book, phone 01634 235507 

 

HAIR BY SUE - professional mobile 
hairdresser - competitive rates 01634 
370323 or 07817 825859 

 

IRONING SERVICE 
Hourly rates, Tel 07548 929368  
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give 10 or 30 
min presentations on the work we do to 
provide tools and sewing machines for 
people in Africa, so enabling them to 
have a trade and earn a living. The 
presentation comes with a display of the 
goods we send, together with brochures 
providing further information. Please 
contact Trevor Cox on 01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP  
Sunday Services  - 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 
doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions ï Bathrooms ï Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes ï Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 


