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A Rainham Spring 
   

 

This photo was taken in 1972, showing springtime in Finwell Road.  
The estate was built in 1967 along with others, like Chalky Bank Road, that  

expanded Rainham from Station Road in the 1950s and 60s.  
 

(Photo courtesy of Andy James) 



 

 

Editorial 

L always love the Winter into Spring period.  
It feels such a positive time of year, with the 
days lengthening, the weather warming 
(despite the recent snow!) and gardens  
coming to life with flowers blooming.  
The daffodils, snowdrops and primroses are 
all out in our garden looking similar to the 
1972 picture on the cover of Finwell Road, 
Rainham. Itôs surprising how little has 
changed in the photo during the last 50 years. 
Apart from more parked cars, the houses and 
gardens still look much the same as they did 
then.  
 

Any gardeners out there have probably 
noticed the lack of rainfall over the winter 
months with no significant rain in January  
and February and reported river levels well 
down on where they should be. Hopefully  
this wonôt cause too many problems for 
wildlife going into the summer but we may 
need to take care with our water use again. 

  The    
  observant  
  among  
  you may  
  have also 
  noticed  
  the new  
  Rainham  
  sign that  
  has been  
  erected  
  outside  
  Natwest 

Bank in the High Street.  The design was 
created by Natasha Springett as a celebration 
of the Platinum Jubilee year and features key 
local landmarks such as St Margaretôs Church, 
Oasts and the train station.  

Letters to the Editor 
 

1966 Churchyard Survey 
 

Dear Editor, 
In 1966, two teenage girls carried out a survey 
of the churchyard in Rainham. They recorded 
the inscriptions on the tombstones and also 
those on vases and surrounding stones that 
were on some of the graves.  
 

The survey is now in the possession of the 
Kent Family History Society, which accepted 
my offer to prepare an index of the names that 
had been recorded 57 years ago. The society 
would be interested to know more about the 
survey, in particular why this was done and 
what the girls remember about it. 
The names of the girls were Sally Glanville 
(who was living in Salisbury Avenue) and 
Beverley Constable (who was living in 
Crabtree Road).  
Do any readers of Action Forum recall either 
of them or, better still, know where they are 
now? 
 

Regards, David Auger 

  
Coronation Memories 
 

Dear Editor, 
When I was about eight years old and going  
to Barnsole Road school a big event was 
taking place - the Kings Coronation.  
We all wore red white and blue to school that 
day and I remember being marched up to 
Gillingham Park with the rest of the school 
where there was a big party being held.  
When we got there, we were all sat on the 
grass and given a paper bag with a picnic in; a 
couple of buns and a drink. This was nice but, 
to my recollection, the buns were stale.  

All the other local schools were up there, it 
was a really big occasion, there was bunting 
and flags everywhere and a lot of the kids had 
little union flags on sticks that they were 
waving. I think there were probably some 
military bands playing up there too and other 
entertainments.  
 

Iôm sure it must have been a lovely day but, 
being quite young at the time, the only thing 
that really sticks in my memory are those  

  
Next issue : April 27th, 2023 
Copy date : April 17th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

stale buns! 
 

Gwen Heald.  
 
Coronation Memories cont. 
 

Dear Editor 

I was seven. My only real memory of the 
coronation is watching it on a TV in a house 
across the road.  
What I do know from later reading is that it 
was a very wet day. The Queen of Tonga 
became notorious for keeping the hood of her 
carriage down for the whole of the procession. 
 

Hamish Mackay Miller 
 
Coronation Street Parties 
 

If your street has applied to have a party, we 
would love to hear from you and see any 
photos of the fun and games had during the 
occasion. 
Enjoy your planning! 
 
Rainham Community Champion Awards 
 

Dear Editor, 

Itôs once again time for the Rainham annual 
awards, with nominations now open! 
 

These awards are a chance for us to nominate 
anybody we know, whether they are a friend, 
family member, colleague, neighbour or 
teacher - all that matters is that we think they 
have made a difference to our community! 
 

Use the QR code which follows this letter and 

head to the nomination pages or type in the 
following link: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSddbGgEUbNVTsnZ-eD4Pfqbk-
ZRXsEY8tO1mbS_GkWU45OJFQ/viewform?
vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0 
 

Explore the categories 
you can nominate for! 
Which ones might you 
choose? 
 

Regards, 
Russell Poynter 
 
Another óGoodô for our local schools 
 

Dear Editor, 
Following their joining of the Howard 
Academy Trust, we are delighted to be able to 
report that Waterfront UTC, has seen a marked 
improvement, moving from 'Inadequate' to 
'Good'. following their recent Ofsted 
inspection.    
 

Waterfront UTC offers construction and 
engineering specialisms, and allows some 
students to begin that specialism from the age 
of 14, providing more options for our young 
people within Rainham and neighbouring 
areas as they think about their future education 
and careers. 
 

Everybody has worked so hard for this 
improvement so many thanks to all involved. 
Yours, 
Joel Blundell  



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
aŜŘǿŀȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ Iŀƭƭ 

млл /ŀǎǘƭŜƳŀƛƴŜ !ǾŜΣ  DƛƭƭƛƴƎƘŀƳΣ a9т  нv9 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мн ƴƻƻƴ 

ϻо ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ рлǇ ŦƻǊ ǎƘǳǧƭŜǎ 

CǊŜŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ - CǊŜŜ wŀŎƪŜǘ IƛǊŜτ/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ 
[ƛƎƘǘ wŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ - CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ 

 

T.J. BUILDERS  
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much Moreé 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, Fencing 

etcé 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

 

 

 

Stockbury Short Mat Bowls Club 
 

Stockbury Short Mat Bowls Club welcome 
new members, with no experience or initial 
equipment required.  
 

We meet on a Tuesday afternoon, 2:00-4:00  
at the Memorial Hall in Stockbury Village 
(just off the A249).  
 

For more information contact:  
Dennis on 0748 801859  
or denniseagles@gmail.com 

Word on the Streets 

 

 We have a few more streets that need  
 volunteers due to health issues.  

 

Permanent Cover 
Sheldon Close, Mierscourt Close, Lower 
Mierscourt Rd (about 74 total) 
 

Temporary Cover 
Top of Otterham Quay Lane, Blackthorn 
Close, Bramley Close (about 50 in total) 
 

 If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585 998 

Picture Books of Old Rainham 
 

Barbara Mackay Miller compiled three  
books published in 1982, 1987 and 2010, the 
third with Rosemary Dellar. All three have 
been out of print for some years but reprints 
are now planned.  
Inevitably, Barbara received letters about 
errors and omissions, which she filed. Unable 
to find this file we are asking anybody aware 
of any corrections necessary to email them 
to hamish@actionforum.co.uk or post to the 
address at the top of p.2 
 

A fourth Picture Book of Rainham? 
 

Since written, many more photographs have 
been collected by www.rainham-
history.co.uk. It is proposed that these should 
form the basis of a fourth book.  
Doubtless there are many more photos that 
should be considered.  
Please submit any you have to info@rainham
-history.co.uk. We can scan and return 
the originals to you. 

mailto:denniseagles@gmail.com
mailto:hamish@actionforum.co.uk
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
mailto:andy@rainham-history.co.uk
mailto:andy@rainham-history.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXINGðCOVINGðDECORATING 

No Job too smallð free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
Iôm an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community cont... 

Medway Music Club 
 

Monday 10th April with Tony Stace! 
 

Every artist is a professional musician and 
top-class player. Our venue houses a bar and 
tea/coffee are served in the interval, along 
with home made cakes and sausage rolls.  
A raffle also takes place during the interval. 
 

phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294  

The Oast needs your help  
 

The Oast Community  
Centre is an important  
community building in the 
heart of Rainham, adjacent 
to the station. It is currently 
used by a range of  

organisations on a regular basis, as well as 
being used for one-off lettings. Uses range 
from dog training lessons, ju-jitsu, short-mat 
bowls to two community choirs and regular 
gigs featuring local bands. 
 

We are currently looking to develop our  
volunteer network ï local people willing to 
invest some time to help to continue to  
establish the Oast in our community.  
Whether you have a few hours ad hoc or are 
able to offer a more regular commitment we 
would love to show you round and explain 
our plans for the future. Could you help with 
this important historical and community  
asset? 
 

We will be running two informal meetings 
for anyone interested in supporting us.  
We will explain how the Oast is used and our 
future plans, as well as showing you the 
building. Refreshments provided!  
 

We hope that you will consider coming along 
and please mention this to anyone you know 
who may be interested. 
 
¶ Friday 21st April 7.00 ï 8.00pm 
¶ Saturday 22nd April 2.00 ï 3.00pm 

Your vote is needed! 
 

It was fabulous to join the launch of  
Rainhamôs anti-idling project at The Howard 
School on the 9th March. Students from the 
school joined others from Rainham Mark 
Grammar School and Rainham School for 
Girls in a workshop led by Professors Tim 
Hopthrow and Dominic Abrams from the 
University of Kent.  
Stuart Steed from Medway Council and Cllr 
Martin Potter, along with the school Eco-
Coordinators, encouraged the development 
of wording for a óCommunity Signô being 
assessed by the project. A residentôs work-
shop held at St Margaretôs Church developed 
six more ideas.  
 

Ten ideas were narrowed to two, via a Face-
book poll and we need your favourite,  
choosing between:  
a)    Lights RED, Engines DEAD!  
        #Be More Rainham 
b)    Cleaner air, show you care,  
        please turn off your engine here. 
 

Email alanstockey@gmail.com with your 
vote and offers of help for the project by 31st  
March. 



 

 

MULCH 
 

Letôs talk about mulch. For those who donôt 
get excited as me about the stuff, mulch is a 
covering you use on your flower beds.  
The purpose of it is to make your life easier, 
by suppressing weeds and holding in water. 
So, a bit of effort now, can save you a lot in 
the summer.  
 

Here are some of the types I recommend and 
their benefits: 
 

Compost - this is the simplest mulch of them 
all.  By using the end product of your compost 
heap, you can add lots of useful nutrients to 
your soil.  The organic matter will also be 
drawn down by worms, improving the 
structure of your soil. The disadvantages of 
compost are that it needs topping up each  
year and itôs not great at weed suppression. 

 
 

Well-rotten manure - if you need an extra 
boost of nutrients for hungry plants and 
vegetables, nothing beats well rotten manure, 
so itôs perfect for plants like roses.   
Like compost, it doesnôt last long and is best 
dug into a veg patch each year. 
 

Bark Chippings - much better at weed 
suppression and water retention, bark 
chippings also last much longer too.  
But as it rots away slowly, very little nutrients 
are released. However, chippings from willow 
trees have shown to protect trees from 
diseases, as they contain the same chemical as 
aspirin. 
 

Gravel or slate - the best mulch for weed 
suppression and water retention, this stuff will 
also last you years and years. Obviously, they 
have no nutrient benefits, plus if you have 
bulbs and herbaceous plant, they may have 
difficulty punching through your stone mulch. 

Nature Notes (Stuart Bourne) 
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CANNON  
CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

 
WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  

CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  
01634 582116 

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

22 purchased with donation from Gillingham 
Horticultural Society planted). A good day's 
work and the new orchard is really taking 
shape with 84 trees now in the ground.   Jo E 

Community Orchard 
 

Chris, Karen, Steve, Clive, Leon, Kevin & 
myself got stuck into planting hedging plants 
(good progress on that) and apple trees (all 



 

 

April Comes to the  
Wildlife-Friendly Garden                                          

(by Victoria Golding)  

 

We are constantly surprised by the effects of 
climate change on our everyday weather.  
December was colder than normal after the 
warmest year on record.  We had reasonable 
amounts of rain in January, followed by the 
driest February in thirty years, followed by a 
very cold March (at the time of writing).   
Early spring bulbs have been magnificent and 
have lasted longer than usual, but lavenders  
and other Mediterranean plants have suffered 
with the switches in temperatures and I 
mentioned the problem of cracked pots last 
month. 
 

Plant of the month 
 

Now is the time to look for spent bulbs in pots 
in garden centres.   
Avoid any with mould, and plant in clumps 
where they are going to cheer you up next year.   

 

Short daffodils are lovely in lawns  
and snowdrops are perfect planted óin the 
greenô now, rather than as bulbs in the autumn.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Remember to photograph where you have 
planted.  
It will really help for the future! 
 

Jobs of the month 
 

Donôt worry about being behind because of 
the weather.  It isnôt too late for anything, 
other than tree and shrub pruning.  This will 
have to wait till September because now birds 
will be using the branches as perches, the 
tangled foliage to hide from sparrowhawks 
(there are more about than we would expect) 
and of course, nesting, if you are lucky.   
 

Put in another water butt, which makes hand 
watering so much more feasible if you donôt 
need to walk far. Water and mulch shrubs, as 
you will be surprised how dry the soil is at 
depth.  Whatever it feels like, we are still in 
semi-drought conditions, so capture the water  
when it is there. 
 

Remember our three Ps from last month?  
This month we are looking at Plastic.   
We all know that we must reduce our usage, 
so lets reuse, repurpose and recycle our 
garden plastics as much as we can.   
Save your plant pots for plant exchanges.   

 

Any club that you belong to would love a  
well-grown plant as a raffle prize, so save any 
extra plants that pop up, pot them and name 
them then spread the joy!  
 

We are all excited for our Open Gardens.  
Find out all the details of gardens near you at:  
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/
wilder-gardens 
 

Happy Gardening,  

Victoria  
(Kent Wildlife Trust  
Garden Advisor) 
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Short Daffodils 

Snowdrops 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 

01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation ï from Ã150.00 plus VAT  
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from Ã14.95 
Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 
Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 

Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations (AS) 

 

Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel 
 

This March, once again, saw the annual week 
where children across Medway are 
encouraged to walk, wheel, scoot or cycle to 
and from school.   
As mentioned in previous editions, there are 
many who share the concerns of Alan Stockey 
and Ross Elliott about the need for a reduced 
use of cars on relatively short school journeys.  

 

Pupils are challenged to see which school can 
log the most óhuman-powered journeysô over 
the two weeks whilst learning about the 
effects of air pollution and the benefits of 
more active travel.  It will be interesting to see 
which of the Rainham and neighbouring area 
schools topped the leaderboard! 
 

Please continue to think about 
how your family could reduce 
its air pollution impact, even  
for just one day a week. 
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April Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

óChoose one day each month to ditch the 
car and use public transport or  
human-powered transport insteadô 

 

The Great British Spring Clean 2023 
 

The Keep Britain Tidy campaign runs until 
2nd April and households are being asked to 
pledge to fill up one bag of litter to improve 
the look of our streets and communities. 
 

Last year, 306 people pledged, collecting over 
3 tones of litter.  Perhaps we could aim for 
500 people this year?  
 

Contact the Environmental Engagement Team 
to take part. They can also lend litter picking 
equipment and take away any rubbish  
collected - eet@medway.gov.uk 
Alternatively, you could borrow the litter 
picking equipment stored at Spice Fusion or 
Tufton Road (see the Eco-hub for details). 

 

Solar Together Registration 
 

Registration for a new round of the óSolar  
Together Kentô scheme opened on March 
20th.  
 

Group-buying power is always cheaper and,  

with utility bills the way they currently are and 
solar panels reducing in price, now is a great 
time to get a survey done of your home, along 
with a quote of how much it might cost if it is   

 a feasible option for you.   

   

 Register interest at:  
 solartogether.co.uk 

Earth Hour - What did you do? 
 

Depending on when you received your Action 
Forum, this date may have already been and 
gone - 25th March.  
My family prepare the living room, bathroom 
and kitchen with candles or solar lamps, light 
the stove in the living room and get a game 
ready to play by candlelight! For just one 
hour, between 8.30and 9.30pm, we live with-
out any electricity usage.   
One year, we even tried to cook tea on the 
stove top - an interesting memory! 
A great way to encourage the family to appre-
ciate our power, save money and learn - all at 
the same time.  
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            
Systems Installed 

¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  
Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

¢!¦w¦{ [h/Y{ 
¦Y [h/Y{aL¢I !{{h/L!¢Lhb a9a.9w 

 

 

нп IƻǳǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ όbƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜύ 
9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bƻƴ-5ŜǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ 
!ƭƭ [ƻŎƪǎ CƛǧŜŘΣ wŜǇŀƛǊŜŘΣ  ¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ 
wŀƛƴƘŀƳ-.ŀǎŜŘ 
CǊŜŜ [ƻŎƪ {ǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
h!t 5ƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ 
 

{ƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΗ 
 

tƘƻƴŜΥ .Ǌƛŀƴ лмсоп ормнпп 

Rainham History (David Wood)  

 

The Wakeley Family in Upchurch 
 

The Wakeley family began farming at  
Westmoor Farm in Rainham during the 18th 
century. They became the biggest farming 
company in Upchurch during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries and had a big influence 
on the village and its inhabitants. 
 

Formed in the mid-19th century, óWakeley 
Brothersô inherited land which included a 
sizeable acreage in Upchurch from Rainham 
farmer Thomas Dodd because of marriage 
between the two families. They employed 
large numbers of local people to work in 
their orchards, hop gardens, brick works and 
on their barges in the parish of Upchurch. 
They also had a blacksmithôs workshop at 
Church Farm in Forge Lane. 
 

The company built six oast houses in  
different parts of the parish to store hops 
produced at their Seventeen Acres hop  
garden in Oak Lane where the golf course is 
now located.  
Many local Upchurch residents worked there 
over the years, with the most well-known 
being Mrs Margaret Neame from Upchurch 
Stores, who organised and led a group of 
ladies from the village to work there during 
the 1940s and 1950s.  
A large number of Upchurch residents 
worked in the Wakeley hop gardens up to the 
1970s. Perhaps you were one of them? Get 
in touch. 
 

We hope to publish more of this article by 
David Wood in forthcoming editions. 

Easter Services 
 

St Margaretôs, Rainham 
 

Sun 2nd April, 10.30am Palm Sunday All-Age 
Worship with Doug Horley, a Christian  
songwriter/performer  
Mon 3rd - lecture by Bishop Simon Burton-Jones, 
giving insight into Holy Week  
Tues 4th - Searchlight Theatre Co 
Wed 5th - Stations of the Cross, 7pm  
Thurs 6th - Traditional Maundy Thursday Meal 
and Service, 7pm   
Fri 7th - Choir sing óGod So Loved the Worldô, a 
mixture of hymns, anthems, readings and prayer, 
noon, followed by an hour at the Cross at 2pm 
Sun 8th 
- 6am Sunrise Service in churchyard, followed by 
breakfast  
- 10.30am All-Age Easter Celebration and  
Holy Communion, 
- 18.30pm Evening of Praise and Celebration  
 

www.rainhamchurch.co.uk 
 
St Thomas of Canterbury, Rainham 
 

Thur 6th April - Maundy Thursday, Lordôs  
Supper with washing of the feet, 8pm  
Eucharistic Adoration ñKeep Awake with Me One 
Hourò (Matthew 26.40)  
Fri 7th - Friday of the Passion of the Lord  
- Childrenôs Stations of the Cross, 12pm  
- Passion of the Lord, 3pm 
- Stations of the Cross, 7.30pm   
Sat 8th - Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  
- Confessions 10.30am, 5.30pm,  
- Easter Vigil Mass, 8.30pm    
Sun 9th - Procession of Easter Light  
- Morning Mass/renewal of Baptismal Promises, 
10.30am 
- Evening Mass/renewal of Baptismal Promises, 
6pm 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

31st Mar - óMapping the Surfaces of Marsô with Prof. Jan-
Peter Muller, Bredhurst Village Hall, 8pm, 
www.midkentastro.org/events 
 

1st April - óOne Big Familyô Easter Craft Fayre to help the 
homeless, 11-3, Millenium Centre, many stalls and signing 
choir performance, email reynoldsjan79688@aol.com  
 

2nd April - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community Cen-
tre, Beechings Way, ME8 6PZ, 10-1, contact Janet Duke:  
07809 892883 or pinkdukebox@aol.com  (also 30th) 
 

10th April - Medway Music Club, 7.30pm, Parkwood  
Community Centre, refreshments/bar, Ã7 entry, 
phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

12th April - East Medway u3a, óGuide Dogs for the Blindô, 
2pm, Ã3 for guests, sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

14th April - óThe Hidden Universeô with Dr Jennifer Mil-
lard, ZOOM only, 8pm, www.midkentastro.org/events 
 

18th April - RSPB talk óNature of the New Forestô with Ian 
Rumley-Dawson, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, 
Ã4 www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

19th April - Woodland Task Day, Bredhurst Woodland 
Action Group (BWAG), meet at allotments, Hurstwood Rd, 
9.45am, all welcome, lunch/refreshments, call 07813 
785940 or check out Facebook or info@bwag.org.uk 
 

19th April - Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed each 
month, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, 2pm.  Come 
along or call 01634 388912 
 

20th April - óQuestion Timeô with Steven Edney, Produce 
Stall and Raffle, Flower Arrangement Show, Bredhurst 
Garden Club, 1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall, Ã3 , BYO 
mug, contact 07781 781910 
 

21st April - Photographic Exhibition, St Maryôs Church, 
Upchurch, raising funds for Bell Tower Restoration Project. 
10-4, Ã5 entry plus drink and voting slip, children free. 
Contact elspethbaecke@gmail.com (22nd/23rd) 
 

22nd April - óA murder Most Victoriousô, Three Towns 
Theatre production at Upchurch Village Hall, 2pm and 
7.30pm, Ã15 with afternoon tea, message 07469 728553 or 
email threetownstheatrecompany@gmail.com 

 

22nd April - Quiz Night, Twydall Community Centre, 
7pm, max 6 per team, Ã7pp including food, BYO drinks, 
donate a raffle prize, contact Janet Duke on 07809 892883 
or pinkdukebox@aol.com   
 

25th April - óFrozen Medwayô, Friends of St Margaretôs 
Church Lower Halstow Social Club, 7.30pm, Memorial 
Hall, School Lane, ME9 7ES, Ã4, refreshments, raffle.  
Any enquiries contact Liz 01795 842272 
 

26th April - Rainham Historical Society AGM and chosen 
charity speaker, 7pm, Millenium Centre, Rainham, Ã3, 
01634 263622 
 

28th April - óBurma/Myanmarô - Jane Scotchmer, 2pm, 
Medway Geographical and Local History Society, new 
members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,  
lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com/01634 572139 
 

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm, Rain-
ham Girls, contact 07772 593674 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 
St Matthews has been a recent recipient of 
Ã2,000. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Medway Concert Brass, every Tuesday, Hempstead,  
contact manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk  
 

Bredhurst Woodland Action Group (BWAG), 3rd 
Wed of month for club night presentations with various 
speakers, Blacksmith's Barn, Bredhurst, 7.30pm, Ã5 w 
refreshments. Call 07813 785940, check out Facebook 
or info@bwag.org.uk 
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am out-
side St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Oast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30, 
Rainham Oast, Ã5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724 
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656. 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, each Mon, 2-4, 
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, each Mon 2-4, 
Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 
842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy 
on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,  
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, Ã4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, Ã3 
 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/ 
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, Howard Hall Woodside, 

https://www.midkentastro.org/events
https://www.midkentastro.org/events
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     Ã2.75 per line per month 

Box Ads: Ã33.00 per month 

Ã90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
 

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition.  
Please call Mike on 01634 230417 or  
07774 111057 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance.  
Wed or Fri eves, all beginners welcome. 
First lesson free. Please see our website 
for details www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or 
contact Julie on 07983 397439  
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no-obligation estimate. 

 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid-secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

Ã100/mį (ḗ250 logs), İmį Ã50 
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081 

 
NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates. No job too 
small. KCC & Environment Agency 
registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting ï Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday Services: 
11am (with childrenôs activities) and 
6.30pm. For details of other weekly 
meetings, including children's and youth  

work, please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

ST MATTHEEWôS COMMUNITY 
Centre, Wigmore - modernized centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. 
Disabled access and hearing aid loop. 
To book, phone 01634 235507 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give 10 or 30 
min presentations on the work we do to 
provide tools and sewing machines for 
people in Africa, so enabling them to 
have a trade and earn a living. The 
presentation comes with a display of the 
goods we send, together with brochures 
providing further information. Please 
contact Trevor Cox on 01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP  
Sunday Services  - 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 
doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 
ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 

 OPEN 9am to 3pm  
Mon - Sat 

 

We have a wide ranging stock of  
donated second hand books, DVDs 
and vinyl. Also local history books and 

books by local authors. 
 

óCalling of all Callingsô by new local 
author Terry Wood, now in stock 

 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  
in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  
Extensions ï Bathrooms ï Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes ï Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 


