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Rainham Station - but what year?

Would you be able to date this photo of Rainham Station?

A new set of photos from around the station were donated recently and on p12 one of our
editors, Andy James (of www.Rainham-History.co.uk), gives an insight into some of the
ways it is possible to date accurately when they were taken.

SALMON WINDOWS

Conservatories designed and built ~ Upgrades to existing conservatory roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors ~ Misted units replaced
Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call =

Installers of Quality
Products for 35 years

www.salmonwindows.co.uk 01634 363881

Trusted trader
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Editorial

I look forward to the new year with a positive
outlook. What a delight it is to see continued
investment of new stores in the town centre,
with Boyce’s Bakery and Poundland already
buzzing and the, finally announced, location
of the Nucleus Arts Café to be in Holding
Street.

Let’s hope all others manage to weather the
financial crisis and that this time next year
we might also see new leases of life breathed
into the old Green Lion and the Old Rectory
(Reynolds Gym).

With so many high streets depleted during
and following Covid it is great to see we have
a near-full house, and that St Margaret’s
Church is pushing the boundaries as a
community asset with its Rainham First
project.

If you haven’t yet completed the Rainham
First survey, please do take a look on p5 for
further details.

One thing that is certain for 2023 is the
coronation of King Charles III, alongside the
Queen Consort Camilla, now confirmed by
Buckingham Palace to be taking place on
Saturday, 6th May at Westminster Abbey.
Monday, 8th May is an additional Bank
Holiday in celebration and it will be
interesting to see how our town responds in
comparison to the last coronation, in 1953.
If you have recollections of that event, or are
already making plans to celebrate this one,
do see the letter to the editor on p3.

Otherwise, our team and volunteer
distributors would like to wish you all a
happy and healthy 2023.

Letters to the Editor

Coming of an Age in Rainham

Dear Sirs and Ladies,

I read your monthly magazine and would love
to enjoy the various activities advertised but...
I have no transport.

Like a lot of ladies, the husband was the
driver and, now he has died, we are left to the
buses and the taxi cabs.

Taxis are getting more expensive - from
Hempstead Valley to my house it is now
£7.50. So, I cannot get so much shopping that
I cannot carry it when I get off the bus but
waiting for the bus to arrive while it is raining
tends to put me off going out.

I am 86 and use a stick to steady myself. I
have a ‘trolley' for the shopping but wielding
that along with a walking stick and handbag
can be dodgy!

I do not know anybody that has a car and
could take me, but then I do not want to be a
burden, or find myself to be a nuisance. The
shopping is now delivered, but for that I do
not leave the house.

So, I watch TV, knit, do Wordle.

There must be other ladies and gentlemen in
my position. So, what is the answer?

Sylvia Deacon

**Mrs Deacon speaks for many who live alone. We are
aware of local groups who will help those living alone
including churches and the RVS, but there is no single
place where their details can be found. The AF website is
currently dormant. We have decided to make this a place
where all groups of volunteers can list their services and
contact details. Please email your group’s details to
editor@actionforum.co.uk to be posted on
www.actionforum.co.uk. Going forward we would like to
recruit a volunteer webmaster. Perhaps a local school
would take it on as a project. Likewise an administration
team who could co-ordinate the different offerings and
develop the project.

Find a Warm Space - Rainham Christian
Fellowshi

Dear Editor,

From 8th January we have had a warm space/
warm bank each Sunday between 4pm - 8pm.
This will be repeated every Sunday going
forward until the warm weather arrives and we
welcome anyone who would like to come
along and use our church to keep warm,
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charge phones, fill hot water bottles etc.

People can contact church@rcftwydall.org.uk
for more details.

Thanks to a long-standing contributor

Joe Ennis has finally decided to put aside his
pen and paper after writing the segment on p8
for Action Forum each month, for what seems
like a very long time!

Many have found out a lot more about the
area we live and the wildlife within due to his
many and varied articles.

We will miss his regular contributions but
watch out for some future articles about him
throughout the year, beginning with one on p8
in this edition, recounting how it all started!

Rainham Community Orchard

Dear Editor,

We are on the move!

We have taken over management of a small
orchard in Riverside Country Park and they
have granted us the use of a larger field near
Bloor's Wharf road to plant a new orchard.
We are transplanting younger trees from the
old orchard, including some grafted by the
late John Hill, one of our early volunteers.
We have also grafted some specimens from
the Cox and Russet trees in the old orchard so
the link remains unbroken and the work of
many former volunteers travels with us.

Planting new fruit trees and hedging will

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wvcrHP MAFHP
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Local and Experienced Practitioner

begin soon after you read this letter.

We would welcome new volunteers to help us
with this and other tasks. Please contact us
through our FaceBook page or leave your
details at the Riverside Visitor centre.

There is still plenty of juice from the old
orchard available from the usual outlets but
once that sells out it will be a while until the
new orchards are fully productive.

We would like to offer thanks to Jimmy
Zammit and his family for the loan of their
orchard, and to the staff at Riverside, who
have provided invaluable help with the
transport of trees and equipment.

Jo Elsmore

Coronation Day

Dear Editor,

It has dawned on me that the coronation of
King Charles III is swiftly approaching and it
got me wondering whether any Rainham
residents have memories of our late Queen’s
coronation and how it was celebrated here in
Rainham and the surrounding villages.

If anybody has family/village photos or
anecdotes of the occasion it would be lovely
if they felt able to share them with other
Action Forum readers.

What will Rainham and the Medway Towns
be doing this time around, I wonder?
I would be interested in people’s thoughts.

Maggie Francis

@ Berengrave Service Station 2SIy

FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS

mors [ SERVIENG 47 DIAGNOSTICS
@ 1vees o~ Repins -%3 AIR-CON

Lower Rainham Rd, Rainham, MEB7TY www. Gall 01634 233619

Shaw Electrical Services

For all types of electrical works
Extra Sockets & Lights ~ Fuse Board Changes ~ Full Rewires
Security & Outside Lights ~ Showers ~ Smoke Alarms
No job too small
Qualified Electrician, Reliable Service, Fully Insured,
Call Chris on: 07939 018998 or 01634 613523
For free quotations & advice

COACH HOLIDAYS

N K LOCAL PICK UPS

CALL FOR
HOLIDAY S 01795 899099

2023 BROCHURE
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e Probate Services

® Powers of Attorney ] ‘ A

e Inheritance Tax Planning

D Boiler - tech
J [ £ 2 HEATING & PLUMBING

- Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Not just Accountants! Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
4 Bloors Lane

01634 375222 ol 1Cookz;ers/Rep:;;rs 8; (.3as Fires
Rainham admin@jadaccountants.co.uk al: 09634 231468 Mobile: 07770 J6AATT
A boilertechservices@btinternet.com

Kent ME7 8EG www.jadaccountants.co.uk All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts rer

YOUR FUTURE IS OUR BUSINESS Sewing Machines UK now in Gillingham

ELITE LEGAL SERVICES, SOLICITORS SERVICE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS TO ALL HACHINES
Authorised and Regulated by the SRA No 658134 Suppliers & Main agents to all leading brands
Specialists in Wills & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys ~ Family Law

Visit our brand new showroom & haberdashery store
wiviv sewingmachinesuk.co.uk

Contact: Veronica on 07568159462 Unit 1 Sabre Court Gillingham Business Park ME8 ORW

info@elitelegalservices.co.uk / www.elitelegalservices.co.uk

01634312934
We'll come to you if you can’t come to us

Free estimates

& free parking

G R ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES % SOLELY YOURS
(CIAT Registered) Footcare
Drawings prepared for :-
- extensions - loft conversions
- new builds - planning applications

- building regulation applications

Home visits for general foot and nail care.
Nail cutting, corns, callus, verrucae, diabetic
foot reviews

Call Emma 07921172184
07970 799036 - grarchitecturalservices@gmail.com

email solelyyoursfootcare@gmail.com

Myr. Dig— t’s WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
Gavrden Service

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...
Complete maintenance

> te > Eden Windows
achieved at realistic prices

For a fast friendly & very reliable service call

telephone 01634 840 999
Tel: 01634 574676 www.edenwindows.co.uk
Mob: 07787 8135512

[I-Iv?i\éé hyte . F R T.J. BUILDERS
aSRel & . I RYAyG2y 1 aa20Af
MAan
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| All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating

t@sz  DAft] Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much Moreé
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, Fencing

. etc...

YR pan| ; .
CNBS tGMBS Y0 1KS i JAWND CH O Phone for FREE Estimates on:
[ AFKG wSTNBERNEGHRE & O AYL

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

j@\;@ MaBlsgc?ge g\&; BB Property Services

) - . . Painting & Decorating
SProf§S§|9naIFy quallﬁed massagg therapist based in Hempstead Intemal and External
pecialising in relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage.
For further details call 01634 370583/07701007866 Barry Baker
e-mail nicallcott@outlook.com or barrybaker1955@gmail.com
find me on facebook: Massage by Nick 07849 418 868
4
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Community

Putting Rainham First

Last month we told you about our exciting
five year project, during which time St
Margaret’s Church will work with key
stakeholders to strengthen our community,
preserve our heritage and protect our
environment.

We invited you to take part in a survey that
will help us to shape our future. We have
had a good response to-date, however some
people only recently received the survey,
therefore, we have extended the closing date
to the 27th January.

You will find more about Putting Rainham
First and be able to access the community,
youth or congregation survey by visiting our
website: www.rainhamfirst.co.uk where you
will be able to complete the survey on-line,
or you can pick up a printed copy in church
(Mon -Thurs mornings) or contact the Parish
Office on 01634 362023.

@%Aladdin %

- by Ben Crocker
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham
Jan 13t 14,20, 215,27t 28%h

& Feb 3,4t
Fridays at 8pm
Saturday shows at 1pm, 4pm & 7pm

A traditional family pantomime
full of comedy music and audience
participation!

Box office 0333 666 3366 or
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

—_—

Broaden vour horizons and learn more!

Medway has some wonderful societies and
some fantastic events through the year.

Rainham Historical Society runs a month-
ly evening talk at the Millenium Centre with
trips out over the summer months.

(01634 263622)

Medway Geographical and Local History
Groups have now joined forces and they
run monthly afternoon talks at Holy Trinity
Church Hall in Twydall. (01634 572139)

Details for both societies can be found on
p12 and there look to be some interesting
talks as we head into 2023 - Tutmania, the
Royal Engineers, History of the Tulip the
Faroe Isles and more - plenty of brain work!

Word on the Streets
‘Happy New Year!0d

Thanks to all who regularly check this section
and pick up new routes. We also thank those
who have covered holidays and illnesses.

We have a few more streets that need
volunteers moving into 2023:

Upchurch
Forge Lane (22), Church Farm Rd (34)

Rainham
Moor Park Close (90), Sunderland Dr (39),
Thompson Close (26), High Dewar Rd (29)

If you are interested in helping out - even just
temporarily, please do get in touch with
Anne: 07791 585 998

Exterior ¢

B Fully insured % &0 Moor Park Close, Rainham

M: 07565516 971

info@jt com  www.jt com

FSC Electrical

07971 512203
Contact Fin or Mike
fsccontractors@gmail.com

Flush Drainage & Plumbing

deaning B Save ££££ Drain unblocking
o g ~* Conservatory valeting On Electric Bills CCTV drain surveys
RN . Gutter cleaning & repairs Descaling
1 Window cleaning Drai g
“Avoss removal & treatment Low Energy Lighting & Yamrepans
Jet Washing Electrical Solutions Rellnlng
Friendly, professional and trustworthy free no obligation estimates Gutter Vacuuming

Root Removal

Free advice on
07956 765 418

® Rainham based

info@flushdrainage.co.uk
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pension Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa at:
Lombard Wealth Associates Limited
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresaelsey@sjpp.co.uk www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Local Qualified Financial Adviser,

Problems with your IT?

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.
Software licences provided incl anti-virus
and office 365.
Call Mush on
07542 795078 ore ma i |
munshya@midkentit.co.uk

I6n an IT engineer here to help you with your

« TREE MANAGEMENT

« CHIPPING
e - LINDS A
Frewoos & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

CL DECORATORS

Compl ete

Painting & Deco
Interior [/ Exterio
Paperhanging, Specialising
For Your Free No Oblig

12 De Mere Close, R
01634 261913 Mobi l e

i —

Ginperfiel

Ethical and Sustainable Courses in
Gardening & Crafting For details visit
www.gingerfields.co.uk

Corns, Hard Skin, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care,
Athlete’s Foot, General Nail Cutting.
/ In the comfort of your own home

Trudy Boulton ron. rRu. McFHP. MBAFHP.
\ Tel: 01634 371910
= Mobile: 07903 793370

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits
No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice

m Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 /01634 387963

6

COMPLETE ELECTRI CAL
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close

01634 312633
Rainham

07792 244 315

Foot Health Practitioner
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Community cont...

The Inner Wheel Club of Gillingham

RACE NIGHT
for our charity of the year ‘Sheerness RNLI’

Friday March 3rd 2023
at Upchurch River Valley Restaurant.
Tickets £12, to include a Fish & Chip Supper

Book early to avoid disappointment
Rosemarie Barnes - 07547 250 010

Rainham Health Walks

Want to get out and get some exercise?

Why not pop down to St Margaret’s Church
each Wednesday morning.

Meet outside the church entrance at 10:40
am for a walk lasting about an hour.

Following that, starting at 12:00, is an active
and wellbeing session inside.

All are welcome to attend for both seated and
standing fitness and it is followed by a
yummy homemade soup and roll!

Rainham Toy
Exchange

Our principle is
simple - you bring
a toy and take a toy! Let’s keep rotating toys
through the community as long as possible.

Clean, unbroken and complete - leave them
in the accessible container at 158 Maidstone
Rd, available 24/7.

Next NCT Nearly New Sale
Saturday, 25" March 2023

An opportunity to meet other local parents
and find out how NCT Medway can be there
for you.

We welcome anyone registering a stall.
www.nct.org.uk/medway

New Voting Requirements for Council
Elections on May 4th

Many consider the election of local
councillors an irrelevance compared to
national elections, but much is decided at a
local level: upkeep of our roads, planning
approvals, aspects of schooling and public
health.

Local elections take place on May 4th, 2023
but from this year, valid photo ids will be
required when you vote. Those without
photo ids such as driving licences/passports
will need to consult the list of valid ids and
apply for a Voter Authority Certificate.

Medway Language Café

Meet the wonderful international community
of Medway, practice your language skills
(English or others), have fun and eat cake
(optional!).

When: First Thursday each month,
6.30pm
Where: Moat House Coffee Shop,

8 Crow Lane, Rochester, [

MEI 1RF \ﬁ g
Find us on Facebook

Landlscape & qadon sorwices

Providing comprehensive landscaping
design, gardening improvements,
and maintenance.

Paving - Driveways - Bespoke Gazebos
Fencing & Gates - Artificial Grass -
Turfing - Decking
Digger & Groundworks - Tree Surgery
Call for a free quotation:

TPA office: 01634 940103
Mobile: 07547720879
Email: Info@tpagardeningservices.co.uk
Facebook: @TPAgardeningserviceskent

Rainham Plumbing
Est 1978
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

WE PROVIDE ALL YOUR
PLUMBING NEEDS

07956 765 418

E: TRUSTPLUMBINGANDHEATING@OUTLOOK.COM
W: WWW.TRUSTPLUMBINGANDHEATING.CO.UK
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Nature Notes (Joe Ennis)
STARTING OUT...

Sometime in 1978 I went into the Rainham
Bookshop in Station Road to get in contact
with the Editor of Action Forum, the late
Barbara Mackay Miller, to ask whether she
would be interested if I were to write about
my frequent bicycle rides from Rainham.
My favourite destinations then were the
villages of the North Downs to the south of
Sittingbourne. Those villages were, and
largely remain, unchanged and unspoilt.

Barbara was most enthusiastic, and as a result
my first article was published in August 1979
(Action Forum No. 116), with the title “Cycle
Rides from Rainham by Kemsley and I”.
Incidentally “Kemsley” was not a real person,
but an imaginary companion named after a
well-established local family, some of them
butchers, some blacksmiths. The forge in
Orchard Street was theirs.

My bicycle was a sturdy Triumph Palm Beach
roadster with a tubular steel frame and 3-speed
Sturmey-Archer gears. These took me up
most local hills, but on steep inclines like
Chatham Hill and Boxley Hill I was forced to
get off and walk. The machine had been
bought second-hand in 1966 in Bristol by the
lady who was to become my wife. She used it
as a means of transport to the hospital where
she worked. It cost her £5, a whole week’s
wages.

That first ride took me to Upchurch and Lower

Halstow, and appeared to have been well-
received by readers. One of them was the
Vicar of Lower Halstow, who wrote to the
Editor to say he had enjoyed it, but that I had
mis-identified the period of the lamp standard
on the path to the Church, as well as the breed

of a herd of red cattle seen grazing in a field at
Upchurch: they were not Red Devons as I had
suggested, but the Sussex breed of beef cattle.
I had received my first lesson as a budding
writer — do not make assumptions, but always
check your facts.

I did, however, also cycle to much bigger
places such as Rochester on Roman Watling
Street, where there were so many interesting
historic spots to visit and describe.

Rides to villages such as Wouldham on the
Upper Medway provided other subjects for
articles.

A further area to be explored was the Hoo
Peninsula.

Looking south from the riverside embankment
at various points, I had good views across the
Medway to the parishes of St Mary Gillingham
and St Margaret Rainham. As well as their
churches I could also distinguish four sets of
Oasthouses, in Pump Lane, in Station Road, at
Mierscourt, and at Seymour Road.

My ultimate destination was Grain for a pub
lunch: to reach it I cycled past the vast power
station and those overhead cranes which were
visible from Rainham. I called them giraffes,
but my children named them dinosaurs.

New Shine Oven Cleaning

Treat your oven to a valet
to bring back that New Look
Ovens, hobs, extractors, microwaves, BBQs.

0771 450 6996 or 01634 350025

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk




Happy New Year in the
Wildlife-Friendly Garden

(by Victoria Golding)

Once the shortest day is past, I like to start on
planting so that I can grow my own plug plants.

Each year I try to get more and different
flowers in the grass, so I will be both sowing
directly into the soil and starting others off in
compost. I have seeds of birdsfoot trefoil and
greater knapweed that I collected in late
summer and the spreading bellflower that I
bought. These are the ones I will start indoors.
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I make an indentation in the soil between the
grass to sow my yellow rattle directly, so with
these and plants that self-seed, such as the red
clover, I will be able to make more areas of my
grass diverse and colourful.

I recently read in New Scientist that there is a
problem with “home compostable” bags not
breaking down properly in home composting.
This mean that microplastics can get into the
food chain. The advice given was to not use

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS ...
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN Cheek:
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

l((en(

=] e
TRADING
STANDARDS

APPROVED

Fair Trader

this homemade compost in vegetable plots.

I think it is better to not use these
“compostable” products (e.g. paper cups,
caddy bags) at all in home compost heaps.

It is shocking to think that, unwittingly, we
may have been adding microplastics into our
soil.

Plant of the month

Find the things that give you joy and plant
them. Try to purchase plants that are not
bred to remove the plant’s sexual parts,
because they will not help wildlife.

Make your New Year’s resolution to avoid
F1 hybrids.

Job of the month

What will happen this year to our plants?
Having had such a difficult year, with a hot
summer followed by a very wet autumn when
many trees, shrubs and perennials started
blooming again, it is difficult to know what
will happen this year.

Seek out the drier parts of your garden and
keep watering them from your water butts. It
is surprising how long it takes for these areas
to rejuvenate. They often are dry because of
trees and shrubs which need this recharge in
the soil and which may not get rain because
of the tree canopy.

Keep mulching, because all plants need help
in a garden setting.

Find out more to make your garden wildlife
friendly at:
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/
wilder-gardens

Happy Wildlife Gardening in
2023,

Victoria
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor)

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Free Quotations

Professional Family Business
Do 1
Contact Simon

Over 25 Years Experience
Fully insured

Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg@me.com




RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builder& rubbish,

Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier

Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT

- gWW
L UKEHURST
Come and Visit Us in Our New

Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainhg

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Day Claire House Clearance

House, loft, shed and garage clearance from £150

Complete bespoke service from boxing up, arranging

charity donations to deep cleaning, gardening and
marketing the property.

Excellent references, Registered waste carriers, Fully Insured

email : enquiries@vewhitesoll iQarpetSso:l; 4.1362170 Curtains 01634 3
Kent Garage Doors CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING
Your friendly local experts CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
e it Rolr Coos Avometen, cal Cnis Sy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

m
87749

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Rainham Cricket Club

are looking for new players for 2023

Indoor Nets start in January.
4 saturday Teams and one Sunday Team

We service Private and Commercial properties

Contact Claire for a no obligation quote
07770929422 / colston333@sky.com

Up for the challenge?
Contact Chris on 07946712197

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
PR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d Renovat

Renovations Lid

01634 615455
07721 365 630
www.hprbuilding.co.uk

Neat Feet
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own H
by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

Friendly professional service

Fully Insured « Free quotes

Fair Trader
FEMALE PAI NTER & [ u
Friendly, Reliable and =
Pl ease call Joanrekeservlces
Art Decorating 9 i
for a free no obli Coll S
omM7948 0RGHEG6EB4 34
www. artdecorati ngd

Full wet room installations
Bath to shower adaptations
07792 589047 Bathroom mobility adaptations
NI EU@L GRS All plumbing work undertaken
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Climate Conversations (As)

Fewer smoky buses on our streets

Since the Rainham Clever Breathers started
their campaign in mid-2022 to reduce the
number of smoky buses through our streets, it
is very pleasing to see a marked reduction in
the number of the oldest Euro 3 buses, down
from 56 in August to 36 by December 2022.
It is also great that the first reported smoky
bus, GN04 UDU, appears to have been taken
out of service so is no longer regularly
polluting the town.

We still await Arriva’s promised ‘cascade’ of
newer buses into the Medway towns, but until
then you might look out for the new, smart,
cream and green Maidstone and District livery
on YX17 NFF. The Maidstone and District
livery started to disappear from our streets in
1998 when the company became Arriva Kent
& Sussex, now part of Arriva Southern
Counties. It is good to see it back.

Trees of Rainham

Back in April 2022, an online survey of
resident views on Air Quality in Rainham
highlighted ‘protecting and nurturing our
green spaces and food growing areas’ as most
important. A new community Facebook page
emerged in December, celebrating Trees of
Rainham.

One of those celebrated is a Yew tree in St
Margaret’s Church graveyard, which it is
suggested dates back over 1000 years and
once harboured, in its branches, those hiding
from the press gangs operating in Chatham.

For those interested in finding out where Tree

Preservation Orders exist in Rainham, go to
www.medwaymaps.medway.gov.uk, bring up
the environment section and start searching.

Qlust Say Hellod- Food Bank

This is a Rainham Food bank run by volun-
teers at St Margaret’s Church.

Required donations must be non-perishable
and within the ‘best before’ date.

Particular needs are:

UHT Milk, Tea, Sugar, Baked Beans, Tinned
Fruit, Tinned Meat, Tinned Fish, Tinned
Dessert, Tinned Veg, Chopped tomatoes,
Tinned potatoes/Smash, Pasta, Rice, Cereals,
Biscuits, Jars of Sauce (pasta/curry), Jar
preserves (jam/honey/ marmalade), other
tinned goods (soup/pulses/ spaghetti), Toilet
Rolls, Toiletries (shower gel/ soap/toothpaste
etc). Loose vegetables and fruit are welcome
if bagged. No alcohol please.

Donations and collections are available at St
Margaret's on Tuesday 9-11am or Thursday
10-12am.

Donations can also be delivered to Micallef
Jewellers in Rainham precinct.

Their opening hours are Monday - Saturday,
09:30 -17:30 and any donations will be passed
to the Just Say Hello project for them to
handle. Please note that no collections can be
made from Micallef Jewellers.

Contact hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk for more
information.

Jan Monthly Eco Challenge

GTurn off the tap when you are brushing
your teeth in order to save water.0

£

Giuhges
Garage Doors

Mobile hairdresser

Experienced fully qualified
hairdresser. Full range of hair
services offered in the comfort
of your own home for Ladies,

Automation
AII up & overs

Gents and children.

Please contact Julie on
01634 360369
or 07961 123133

15 years of experience - Available Mon-Sat

01634 387701

Repair spemallsts

American-style sectlonal
Insurance approved:

www.south-east-garage-doors.co. uk

45 Silverspot Close - Rainham - Kent - ME8 8JS

fair rader ot | A1 Roofing Services

* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk
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How to date a photo (1)

One of the great things in running the
Rainham History website is the discovery of
gems that have been hidden away unseen for
years and today is one of those days.

We recently got a message that someone had
some old photos of Rainham station and
could they arrange to drop them off.
Arrangements were made and this morning a
thick A5 envelope was handed over.

Wow - what a discovery!

The photos date from approximately 1960
and show Rainham station and the area
surrounding it in great clarity. They are
possibly some of the best photos of the area
from that time that I've seen and are ones
that I've never seen before.

Some photos crop up everywhere so when
you find ones that have never been published
it gives a bit of a buzz. This has now
happened three times in recent months so it's
been a very good year!

The photos all appear to be taken on the
same day and in different positions around
Rainham station so in terms of dating the
photos there are a few clues to work with.

In some photos there are cars showing so the
number plates and the production dates of
the cars can give an idea. There are some
cars that help with dates — a Renault 4
parked outside, with an Austin A40 Farina
and an Austin Mini in the car park. The
Renault 4 was introduced in 1961 and A40 in
1958 so the photo has be after this date.

The number plates on the cars visible have

three letters and 3 numbers which only
changed in1963 although you would have
older cars driving around even after this date.

Sometimes you can see posters that identify
events or products that can be dated and there
can also be known infrastructure changes that
may or may not be shown so allowing you to
work out if the picture was taken before or
after that change.

The land that is now the Station Road car
park is still visible as allotments and as the
car park was opened in 1969 the photo has to
pre-date this.

One of the posters advertises ‘Eric Lawson,
Station Road Rainham’ so a local library
search of Kelly’s directory may shed some
light on the years this business operated.

SWINDON

BRISTOL ROVERS

But the key picture is one that shows posters
on the waiting room wall. As the photo is
such high resolution it is possible to enlarge it
enough to see the dates for Medway College
of Art - 1966-67, giving the approximate
year. The poster adjacent promotes the next
Gills games which, when checked online,
took place in November 1966.

This conclusively gives the date of the photos
donated as October/November 1966.

¢tyw, { | AERIALS

RETYIIETIRESENN G AZING REPAIRS :
Wi 1 2dNJ { SNIBAOS obl2 ll EV tAerlaIls /tFlrlezsat

o2 S LS =5 p— . ystems Installe
0 /U S pons bR0S o0 B Hilinesf doors Swindows | |9 EXita TV | SKY Poins
1tt [201a CrgsRr wdLy A Niledand repajrad; 5 o TV Wall Mounting
wh A Y-KF ¥SR o 5 Fiﬂi’ Friendly, Re:ialﬂe’ "{JV & Appliances Set
CNBS [201 {dNBSeza |HyR work-giidrantee p
htt 5Aao0z2dyua FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE Call Nick 07949 588464
{2 Ortt G2RLE F2NJ|I AR A RSA(S § 27
t K2y SYnmcNdAnl yo p MmH N n 07803 434929
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Dates for the Diary

Request an entry in the diary (free of charge)
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk

22nd Jan - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community Cen-
tre, Beechings Way, ME8 6PZ, 10-1, contact Janet Duke:
07809 892883 or pinkdukebox(@aol.com (also 19th Feb)

25th Jan - ‘Howard Carter & Tutmania’ with Richard
Emmett, 7pm, Rainham Historical Society, Millenium
Centre, Rainham, £3, 01634 263622

25th Jan - Maidstone Ramblers ‘Strand Walk’, 10am at
Strand Leisure Park, ME7 1TT, leisurely 6 miles of some
of Medway’s most historic sites, parking £3.70, contact Ray
Golland on 07880 727619/golland 14(@yahoo.com

27th Jan - ‘History of the Royal Engineers’, 2pm,
Medway Geographical and Local History Society,

new members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
Contact: lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com/01634 572139
27th Jan - ‘Water in the Universe’ with Prof Jonathan
Tennyson, global expert on Atomic and Molecular Physics,
Bredhurst Village Hall, 8pm, www.midkentastro.org/events
8th Feb - ‘Humanitarian and Conflict Nursing” with the
Nursing Memorial Appeal, East Medway u3a, Smallholders
Club, 2pm, guests £2 , sueu3acook@outlook.com

10th Feb - ‘Spectroscopy’ with Prof David Rees, Bredhurst
Village Hall, 8pm, Visit: www.midkentastro.org/events
14th Feb - 70’s revival night, Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall, £5pp, 01634 923991 for details

15th Feb - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, Howard Hall
Woodside, Call 01634 388912 for more details

16th Feb - ‘Wildlife in your Garden’ with Martin New-
combe and Produce Stall and Raffle, Bredhurst Garden
Club, 1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall, £3 for visitors, bring
your own mug, contact 07781 781910

21st Feb - ‘Birds of Armenia’ by John Buckingham, RSPB
Medway, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, £4,
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

22nd Feb - ‘The Tale of the Tulip’ with Russ Bowes, 7pm,
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre, Rainham,
£3,01634 263622

23rd Feb - ‘Forty Years of Spin and Wheezes” with John
Nurden, Newington Village Hall, 7pm, £3, 01795 842711/
newingtonhistory.uk

24th Feb - ‘The Faroe Islands’ - Tony Mitchell, 2pm,
Medway Geographical and Local History Society,

new members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
Contact: lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com/01634 572139
25th Feb - Family Bingo Evening, Millenium Centre, 6pm
£3, book on 230430 or 230183, BYO nibbles/drinks

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community Centre,
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk

Medway Music Club, each Mon, 7.30pm, Parkwood
Community Centre, refreshments/bar, £7 entry,
phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294

A Place of Welcome drop-in, St Matthew’s, each Thurs
10-12, 01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of month,
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Friday AM,
Julie on 01634 364309

Medway Scrabble Club, 2nd Mon each month, 2pm,
St Stephen’s, Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668
Upchurch Choral Society, St Mary’s, 7.30pm,
suerossiter@waitrose.com or 01634 234780

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of month, open from 1pm,
Berengrave Cricket Club, contact 01634 234997
Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+,
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk

QOast House Community Choir, every Tues, 10-11.30,
Rainham Oast, £5, Bob Carling on 07800 522724
Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,
contact Barbara on 07974 205656.

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, each Mon, 2-4,
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com
Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, each Mon 2-4,

Wed 7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795
842376

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy
on 01622 693101

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,

Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com
Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month,
07703 339290 or upchurchhortssoc@gmail.com

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com
Breathe Easy Medway (for those with COPD), Ist
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, MES
6TQ,

secretary(@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573

Scottish Country Dancing, every Mon, 1.30pm,
Bredhurst Village Hall, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk

Rainham Volleyball Club, Tues 7-9pm, Sun 6-8pm,
Rainham Girls, contact 07772 593674

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com
Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544
Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month,
Bredhurst Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795

Profits from Action Forum are always

distributed between a number of charities.

Recent recipients have been St Margaret's,

St Matthews, Tools with A Mission, Rainham
Eco-hub and the Community Hero awards. 13
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.75 per line per month
Box Ads: £33.00 per month

£90.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES

wanted for cash in any condition. Please
call Mike on 01634 230417 or

07774 111057

S.W GARDENING SERVICES
Lawns mowed and general
maintenance including gutter cleaning
Please call 07572 954145

TONYG® PLUMBING SERVICES
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING
Come and join our friendly school and
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson
free. Please see our website for details
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact
Julie on 07983 397439

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no-obligation estimate.

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151015 or 01634 361505

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood.

With over 300 pages & 200 photos, this is
the first detailed history of the village.
Available at £15.00 in the Sunburst Books,
Station Road, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7RS

DENTURE REPAIRS
Covid-secure service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

DAY EXCURSIONS
BY COACH

LOCAL PICK UPS
01795 899099

OFFICE TO LET

Two rooms, first floor,

Station Road, Rainham

£550 pcm including light and heat.
Contact 07835 859846

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting — Ample car parking.
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call

07368 461507

NICK& GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007866

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc.

Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315 /07766 980732

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll.

If you have a problem just give us a call.
‘We come to you and the first consultation
is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP Sunday Services -
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall.

Further details from 07434 672418

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£100/m? (€ 250 logs), Yam? £50
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses,
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual

items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly
service. Free estimates. No job too
small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404

THE WINDOW WIZARD
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808

Victor Plumber

LOCAL
RELIABLE
No call out charge

Leaks — Taps — Sinks
W/Cs — Ball Valves
Radiators — etc.

Please call:-
0781 530 0908

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday Services:
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm. For details of other weekly
meetings, including children's and youth
work, please see our website:
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire.

Disabled access and hearing aid loop.
To book phone 01634 235507

City Way Construction

Friendly, Reliable and
Professional Service

Extensions
Bathroom & Kitchen Fitting
General Building
Property Maintenance

Call Russell on 07979510371
citywayconstruction@aol.com

Goldfinch
Tree Surgery

All aspects of tree work undertaken
Hedge trimming and garden services
Free quotations and fully insured,
Est. 1996

01795 435139 07799644904

goldfinchtreesurgery@googlemail.com

“Love Your Home
Handyman Service”

Plumbing/Electrical
General work around
the Home & Garden
All work considered
DBS Registered 001717488000

Call Peter: 07814 036 725
myhandyman@btinternet.com
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SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
ME8 7RS 01634 261643

OPEN 9am to 3pm
Mon - Sat

We have a wide ranging stock of
donated second hand books, DVDs
and vinyl. Also local history books and
books by local authors.

More donations welcome, particularly
of paperback fiction, our best-selling
category.

Apple Juice stockists for
Rainham Community Orchard

We would like to open longer hours
but need more volunteers to serve

in the shop. If you can help please call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com

(on the A2, Moor Street, Rainham, ME8 8QF)
Your local Plant Nursery for:
TURF ~ TOPSOIL ~ SHRUBS ~ PERENNIALS
LOCAL PRODUCE, INCLUDING:
WESTMOOR HONEY
LOCAL JAMS, EGGS, FRUIT JUICES,
CHARCOAL, CHIMNEA/FIREPIT LOGS ETC
SMOKELESS 25 Kg, ROCK SALT

Opening times:
Mon-Fri 9 — 5.30; Sat 9 — 4.30; Sun 10 - 3.30

sales@westmoornurseries.co.uk
01634 378886
MRS MERTON’S TEA ROOM

AND WESTMOOR FARM SHOP
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

DAVID WHITE

Boilercare

AMember of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

« Landlord Gas Safety Reports

« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

« 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

@ CERFACE®
FOR TILES

WE’VE GOT IT!
If you are looking for : - Elegant,
Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles.
Porcelain - Marble - Ceramic

Mosaic - Stone - Glass.

n look no further!
Supply & Fit Service

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

TILLYS ART

Friendly Adult Beginners and
Intermediate tutored art group
sessions are available now.
Specialising in Watercolour,
Acrylics, Pastels and Drawing.
For more information
go to our website
www.tillys-art.co.uk
paula@tillys-art.co.uk
or telephone 07722892638

ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile

GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing

Roof Windows / Skylights
PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

China Health Spa

Professionally qualified
therapists in Rainham.

Full Body Relaxing Massage,
Deep Tissue Massage,
Hot Stone Massage,
Reflexology and Cupping......

07703 777370

www.kenthealthmassagespa.com
140 High Street, Rainham ME8 8AR
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CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks, Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396 or 07970 678895

M Hal |l ettds I
A Plumbing & ‘AM i e
sl Heating Chris Hallet =2 Roormna i

Est
1983 www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowng

REPAI RS, GUTTERI NG, VERTICAL TILIN

For free estierl 6e|3ph4'ne: 3

/ 50

LmL

Periodic inspections,
NICEIC Registered

Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898| | N° Job too LARGE dno SNA
HOGWOOD Electrical Et' hC *fi E A Bd“ff.tf? RPENT
Extra lights, sockets fichen design and Titting &
fuse boards &’ full rewi}es Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors - —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. Py G

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 ElImstone Road, Rainham

ER

FREE NO
@CURTAIN & BIEEJ%}:EIIJ%CTURERS LTD OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds » Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG

A family run business with over 20 years’ experience we supply install
& maintain Intruder alarms , cctv, door intercom ,access control &
fire alarms for the home & business. Control and view your systems

on our dedicated smart phone & tablet apps.

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W: www.crystalcurtains.co.uk

Alarm and cctv systems fitted from £450 + vat
01634 540710 facebook.com/Astarintruderandcctv

email astarsecurity@btconnect.com
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01634 373111
130-132 High Street
Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR
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Funeral Directors

* ezd+x 0G(q

01634 855558

127 Watling Street
Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

A private family owned and run business

* 24 hour Personal Service
“ dzlodxl A" W d" (aranged Funeral Plans
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01634 408777

25 New Road, Chatham

Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available
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01634 386999

31 Parkwood Green
Parkwood
Kent ME8 9PW
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