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teachers will be suffering from butterflics wondering
what next year will bring. Good luck to all those
who are starting at new schools or colleges.

Again this month we have some Memories of
Rainham — always a source of pleasure to both
young and old. Many thanks to all who have already
written, and how about doing it NOW all those of
you who keep meaning to put pen to paper!

Editorial

We are very forlunate that Rainham is on the fringe
of urban development and so we are able to take
walks through pleasant countryside right on our
doorstep. The local footpaths groups are enthusiastic
and keep the local paths well marked, and walked,
that we may all follow in their footsteps and enjoy
the many varied walks around Rainham. This month
we publish another route prepared for us by the
Medway Footpaths Group. If you should follow
their directions, and enjoy it, why not consider join-
ing the group — I am sure you would be welcome,
even if you do not wish to join their organised
excursions (they are a very friendly crowd) volunteers
are always needed to help with the regular clearing
and maintenance that all footpaths require. Our
thanks to the Medway and other local groups who
have over the years regularly provided Action Forum
readers with detailed instructions for walks. As

" always, however, may I remind all users of the
countryside to remember the Country Code and
respect the crops and farmland that yvou cross.

September is always the time when clubs and

socicties restart after their summer break. If you
should find membership of your particular group has
dropped, or you simply have room for more members,
please remember our pages. We would be delighted
to include a report of your activities and details of
your group. At this point may 1 remind all those
who do regularly send us information that any dated
copy does need to be with us by the middle of the
month before the date of any activity (ie if you would
like us to include a Jumble Sale to be held on
October 29th we need details by September 13th).
As we are published monthly on the first Satuday,
this does frequently cause confusion and I regularly
receive material we just cannot use as it has arrived
too late. So as soon as you have settled your pro-
gramme for next year do let us know and so avoid
the risk of being too late. Because of our method of
production there is ofien a threc week gap between
my writing this editorial and the actual publication
date. This I always find most obvious at this time of
year. As I write we are still in the middle of the long
school holiday with many more lazy days to enjoy
but by September 3rd we will have ‘Back to School’
thoughts on our minds and ma ny youngsters and

Correspondence

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM

Dear Editor,

I was so pleased to read Mr Hammond’s letter in
August Action Forum regarding Edith Cavell,

1 was five years old at that time, and all over the
years when I have told people about it, I have b
frustrated by the feeling that no-one believed mi
thinking no doubt that I'd seen it on television, that
I just imagined I remembered it!

[ started school at the ‘Council School’ beside the
field we called Jacob’s Meadow, can’t quite remember
if I'd started already but I do remember the meadow
being packed with people. If I was at school it was in
Mrs Springate’s ‘baby class’.

What is plain in my memory is being lifted up
either by a teacher or a parent and peering into the
carriage over the old gates, which were manually
operated by a lever in the old signal box. The coffin
seemed as big as a house to me and was covered with
the Union Jack, as Mr Hammond said the train
actually stopped so that we could pay our respects
and have the story of that courageous woman related
to us.

[ also remember Grace Campbell and her sister
Rose. and Mr Cramps ‘hot pipe’ — still there — but
no comfort to chilly little fingers on snowy winter
days now!

What a lovely village Rainham was (how the
mighty have fallen!) so ugly now as my friend in
Hampshire says ‘massacred’ and our beautiful woods
all gone!

Yours sincerely, (
A.E. Turner (Mrs)

87 Elmstone Road
Rainham

AGE CONCERN

Dear Editor,

Please can we impose on your generosity to
inform your readers of our Open Day and Anniver-
sary Bazaar, to be held at the Day Centre, Woodlands
Road, Gillingham, on Saturday 10th September. The
Mayor of Gillingham will open the occasion at 11 am.

The public will be able to see the work of Age
Concern; handicrafts made by our elderly patrons
will be on sale, and other stalls will include heme-
made cakes and jams; books; plants, and other items
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of nearly new clothes, Any donations lor these stalls
will be most welcome.

A short film show will start at 12.30. Ploughmans
lunches and refreshments will also be available.

Future events are our annual Knit-in, on 14th
Sepiember, 6.45 pm at the Day Cenire. Sponsor
forms available from the centre. Our Harvest Supper
on 1st October is a good evening out for £1. Tickels
available [rom the Day Centre.

Thanking you in anticipation.
Yours sincercly,
N. Merrick (Mrs)
Secretary/Organiser
Day Care Centre for the
Elderly,

Woodlands Road,
Gillingham.
Tel: Medway 572616

OIL SEED RAPE

Near Lditor,

~ ’Might L add a few comments from Medway Towns
 ootpath Group about the article on Oil Seed Rape
which appeared in your last issue. Our Group has
taken up this matter over a long period both with
the County Footpath Officer and through one of its
members with the Ramblers Association Head-
quarters, giving instances of 14 paths of total length
aboult 7 miles which have been obstructed by planting
this crop. We have had promises from both that asa
last resort legal action might be taken, but this has
not happened in 1983 and the crop has now been
harvested.

However, in the immediate vicinity of Rainham,
0il Seed Rape has only been sown on three occasions
in the last two years on public paths, all in the Lidsing
area. As it is not usual for this crop to be sown in the
same field except at 4-5 year intervals, obsiruction
locally is not great. Since the County has so far not
taken any action against its planting we feel that
where a farmer has taken steps to provide a con-
venient alternative path, as advised in Kent Farmer,
we should be prepared to use it, as otherwise we lose
the use of that path between May and the end of
July, the time when the crop causes obstruction.

We would of course be glad of any reports of
(Wl".cu]tics encountered by your readers, and would

A AGEIFIRIEE

1-3 STATION ROAD, RAINHAM, KENT.

NEW F.M. RIGS FROM £25

Tested secondhand rigs available
Base stations and full range of accessories
VIDEO CLUB £15 Life Membership, Film Hire from £1 per 24 hour period and week-
ends. Now available — Motherlode, Scrubbers, Poltergeist, Secret of Nimh, Mad Max 2,

Annie, Rocky 111

readily take them up with the local authorities
concerned. Any complaints should be sent to me at
55 Chart Place, Rainham (Med. 362654).

Mick Whittingham

PERCY LESLIE BOTTING

Dear Editor,

I recently purchased a book called ‘Old Rainham’,
which has prompted me to write to you about my
grandfather who past away last April. He was a very
well known person in Rainham, he lived there all his
life, he was 82. He served in the Rainham, Gilling-
ham, Sheerness, Chatham and Strood fire stations;
he was in the fire service for a total of 37 years. He
was awarded a bravery medal for the Gillingham
Park fete tragedy in 1929, also Commended on two
other occasions, one in 1946 for rescuing his fire
chiefl from a smoke filled cellar, the other some time
towards the end of the war. When he heard an
explosion, he on his own initiative, ordered the fire
engine and crew to leave Rainham station to attend
this explosion: When they arrived at Oak Lane
Bridge, Upchurch, they found a train had been hit
by a flying bomb and due to their prompt arrival
only eight of a total 2,500 people on the train were
killed; my grandfather was Commended for his
action.

He was also a very well known Amateur Gardener,
he won thousands of prizes along with his wife
Annie. He showed flowers all over Kent. He also, in
the last couple of years, gave lectures on old Rainham
to the girls school. He played football for Rainham
football club.

My grandfather’s name was Percy Leslie Botting,
often called P.L., he lived at 20 Holding Street,
Rainham for about 50 years; he was born in Rainham.

There were not many people who had lived in
Rainham for years that did not know him or his wife
Annie, known as Nance, who died in 1965.

Yours sincercly

Mr D.E. Tully

59 Elvaston Way,
Tilchurst, Reading, Berks
Tel: 0734-412825

FOR THE BEST IN C.B. AND
VIDEO

MEDWAY 373960
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September 7th — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society. Lecturc on Fruit Growing by Mr L
Scott. 7.15 p.m. St Margaret's School, Orchard
Street.

September 7th — Wigmore & Rainham Men’s
Branch TOC H. General Meeting.

September 8th — United Kingdom Federation of
Business and Professional Women, Members’
Evening, Holiday Slides. Bring and Buy. 7.30 pm
at the United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral
Road, Gillingham.

September &th — Rainham Evening Townswomen’s
Guild. The work of the Samaritans. Competition
— Something made from six pipe cleaners.
Meeting 7.15 pm in the Methodist Church Hall,
Station Road.

September 8th — Hempstead Leisure Club. Mrs
Holmes in Malawi. 2.15 pm in the Village Hall.

Seplember 8th — Wednesday Break Mum & Toddler
Group. Sale of Prints. 2.30 pm. Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, Wigmore,

September 10th — St Margaret’s Church Social
Comimnittee. JUMBLE SALE. 11.00 am to 12.30
pm in the Church Hall, Orchard Street. Admission
10p. Profits to hold a Christmas lunch for elderly
people.

September 10th — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural
Society SHOW DAY.

September 10th - United Nations Association
{Medway Towns Branch) will be holding its
Summer Meeting in the Deanery Garden,
Rochester at 2.30 pm U.N.A. International Service
Volunteers Linda and Paul Jenkins, will be talking
about their work in the Upper Volta area of West
Africa. Visitors are welcome.

September 11th — Medway Towns Footpath Group.
Car park Tunstall 2.30 pm (take Bredgar Road
out of Sitlingbourne for about 2% miles). Leader
Don Allen.

Scptember 13th — Medway Antique & Collectors
Club, Mr Wright — Restaration of Books.
Meeting at the Royal Victoria & Bull Hotel, High
Street, Rochester, for further details telephone
813560.

September 14th — Rainham (Kent) Floral Art Group.
Competition. A traditional exhibil incorporating
a figurine. 7.15 pm to 9.00 pm in St Margaret’s
Hall, Orchard Street.

September 14th — Bredhurst W.L Bredhurst History,
Mr Donald Gibson, County Archivists Office.
Competition — I'lower of the month. 7.30 pm in
the Village Hall.

September 14th — Wigmore & Rainham Men’s
Branch TOC I1. Visit to the T.V.S. Studio in
Maidstone, at 4.30 pm.

September 15th — Hempstead Leisure Club, 9.30 am
Day Trip into Essex to Finchingfield & Webham.
Lunch approx £3.

September 15th—24th — Rainham Amateur
Theatrical Society present “The Smuggler and
The Lady’ (A Musical) by Brenda Pearson. For
Bookings telephone Medway 364415 (not
between 5 and 7 pm).

September 17th — The New Rochester Stamp &
Ephemera I'air al King’s Head Holel, High
Street, Rochester. 10 am to 4.00 pm, Admission
Free, Further details Dave Stevens (Medway
33807).

September 17th - KENT TRUST FOR NATURL
CONSERVATION — JUMBLE SALE. Eastcou(
Methodist Church Hall, Goudhurst Road,
Rainham, 10.30 am.

September 18th — BOOT SALL in aid of Miers
Court C.P. School Fund, in the school grounds
Mierscourt Road/Silverspot Close, Pitches £3.50
inadvance, £5 on the day. Buyers 15p. Admission
Children I'ree. Phone Medway 372508,

September 19th — Mixed Activities Group. Talk and
Slides on the delight of gardens by Mr Bob
Chambers. 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm in the Methodist
Church Hall, Station Road.

September 215t — Wigmore Evening Townswomen’s
Guild. DO IT YOURSELF NIGHT. Competition
— Hand made Bookmark. 8.00 pm in the Small-
holders Hall, Woodside.

September 215t — Wigmore & Rainham Men’s
Branch TOC 1. Talk on ‘The Australian Great
Barrier Reel” — Bill Trees.

September 21st — Twydall Baptist Playgroup. Nearly
New Sale. Refreshments available. Admission [Tee,
9.45 am Twydall Baptist Church, Waltham Road,
Twydall, Gillingham.

September 21st — Wednesday Break Mum & Toddler
Group. Spansored Walk, (or crawl),

September 22nd — United Kingdom ederation ur
Business & Professional Women. Mrs Greta
Whittall. Talk with Slides.

September 22nd — Hempstead Leisure Club. Games
Afternoon.

September 24th — The 17th Gillingham (St Margaret’s
Rainham) Scout Group. JUMBLE SALE. St
Margaret’s Hall, Orchard Street, 20.30 am.

September 25th — Medway and District Group of
Holiday Fellowship. Circular Ramble. Meet
Rainham Station at 11.15 am. Take picnic lunch.

September 26th — Rainham (Kent) Stamp Bourse.
7.30 pm to 10.00 pm. White Horse pub, High
Street, Rainham.

Seplember 27th—October 1st — Gillingham Amateur
Operatic & Dramatic Socicty present Jerome
Kern's ‘SHOWBOAT? at the Parochial Hall,
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Ingram Road, Gillingham. 7.30 pm nightly.
Tickets £1.50 (£1.00 Children, O.AP.s and
Disabled). Tuesday 27th All tickets £1.00. Box
Office Telephone 56095, The hall can accom-
modate disabled easily as there are no steps.
Book early — avoid disappointment.

September 28th ~ Wigmore & Rainham Men's
Branch TOC H. Business Meeting.

September 29th — The British Red Cross Sociely are
holding a Mini Sale at 46 Orchard Street at
1030 am.

September 29th — Hempstead Leisure Club., Mrs
Wrigley, Headmistress of Hempstead Infants
School.

October 4th — Wigmore & Rainham Men's Branch
TOC H. Meeting with Gillingham Branch,
Trafalgar Street, 8.00 pm. ]

("{ﬁtohcr 5th — Rainham (Kent) Horticultural Society.
_ " Colour Slides — Austria — Mr A, Patlinson.

October 5th — Wednesday Break Mum and Toddler
Group. Photographer plus Craft Party.

October 6th — Hempstead Leisure Club, Our Seventh
Birthday Party.

October 7th — Gillingham Gramophone Society.
“Jean Cocteau and les Six” — an illustrated talk
with slides and music by Felix Aprahamian,
Music Critic of The Sunday Times (Sponsored by
the Cultural Department of the French Embassy).
7.00-9.00 pm, Music Room, Gillingham Adult
Education Centre.

October 8th — Wigmore & Rainham Men’s Branch
TOC H. JUMBLL SALE. St Margaret’s lall,
Orchard Street, 11.00 am.

October 8th — Medway and District Group of
loliday Fellowship. Circular Ramble, Gillingham
bus station, 11.00 am. Take picnic lunch.

Oetober 6th — KENT TRUST FOR NATURE
CONSERVATION SAXON SHORE WAY

WALK. Meet Strood Station with packed lunch
11.10 am. (Ring 364531 for more details.)

The British Red Cross Socicty will be holding a
COFFEL MORNING & MINI SALE at 46 Orchard

e, 10.30 am on the last Thursday of each
~month.

Single Parents — Come and join us for a cup of
coflee and a chat. Children welcome. Meetings held
on a Thursday 10.00 am to 12 noon at 58 Parkwood
Green. Further details from Kath Strange on
Medway 576661,

Weight Watchers hold their weekly mectings on
Thursday 7.30 pm at the Rainham and Wigmore
Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham.

Shotokan Karate, every Tuesday and Thursday,
6.00 pm to 7.00 pm. Juniors. Every Tuesday and
Thursday 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm for Novices (Seniors)
and 8.00 pm to 9.00 pm (Graded Belts) Seniors, at
the Methodist Church Hall, Station Road, Rainham.
Shotokan Karate Club. For further details telephone
Mr I'raser, 2nd Dan, Medway 374580.

Yoga Classes for people of all ages, gentle and non-
competitive, are held at the Howard Hall, Woodside,
Wigmore an Mondays and most Wednesdays. Details
from John Lacey. Medway 32895,

Medway Towns 18 Plus Group meet every Monday
8.15 pm at the Black Lion public house, Mill Road,
Gillingham.

Lach 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesday of the month the
Wednesday Break Group for Mums and Toddlers
meet in St Matthew’s [Hall at 2.15 pm. The new term
starts on 15th September. or further information
please ring Jane on Medway 362915.

Rainham Methodist Church, Station Road, Women'’s
[ellowship meets each Wednesday in the School
Room. Wakeley Road, from 2.30 pm to 3.30 pm,

Whist Drives in the Coffee Lounge every Wednesday
7.30 pm. Rainham and Wigmore Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham.

Medway Organ Club, meetings every second Monday
in the month at Parkwood Community Centre.
Membership open to all, whether you play or not.
For details telephone Medway: 79920, 240292 or
32883,

COLTIC Ltd

BUILDERS

* EXTENSIONS
* LOFT CONVERSIONS
* RENOVATIONS

MEDWAY 33423 MEDWAY 371408

SITTINGBOURNE ORPHEUS
CHORAL SOCIETY

President: Simon Deller
WOULD YOU LIKE TO SING WITH US?

The Orpheus Choir rehearses on Tuesday
evenings in South Avenue Infants School,
Sittingbourne and vacancies exist in all voice
parts.

The 1983/84 season will include works by
Thomas Arul, Faure, Gerald Finzi, Handel,
Haydn and Vaughan Williams.

For further information contact

Tony Hammond,

12 Sydney Avenue, Sittingbourne (Tel: 74785)
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GERALD
LUKEHURST
& SON LTD

COMPLETE
HOUSE FURNISHERS

Parker Knoll Stag
MAIN STOCKISTS
G Plan Ercol

Free estimates
for carpets and curtains

Stockists for
ROYAL DOULTON and
ROYAL WORCESTER

82-84 High Street, Rainham
Medway 360323 & 387234

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

TIMBER DOORS REPLACED WITH
UP AND OVERS. INSTALLATIONS
AND REPAIRS
BY THE SPECIALISTS

Contact:
Mr Bill Johnstone
on Medway 361808

Sole appointed North and Central Kent
engineers & suppliers for
Bérnina, Crown Point, Elna, Passap,
Pfaff, Viking-Husqvarna.

Not here today and gone when needed
— Kent's leading suppliers, school’s
contractors-and engineers — a family
business offering value for money
prices for almost 25 years.
Knitmaster, Jones/Brother,
Frister/Rossmann, New Home, etc.
Over 50 types to choose from —
free lessons — part exchange —
service/repairs/spares — sewing cabinets
Wools: Argyll, Harlequin, Lister, etc. —
used machines —accessories —ribbers —
linkers — latest electronic models —
Elnapress ironers.

C.C.B. Sewing/Knitting Machines
C. Bullock T.Eng (CEI}, Lic.CFI

304 High Street, The Banks, Rochester
Medway 41597 (Chatham end)

JEWELLERY PARTIES

+ Keen prices * Wide selection

* (Good commission

# Fully guaranteed by established
local jeweller

* Afternoon/Evening parties

* Also booking for Christmas

AW. MATTHEWS, GILLINGHAM
BOOK NOW-MEDWAY 53020

ALD.. R.AC.

DRIVING TUITION

JOHN HARVEY

FULLY QUALIFIED
LADY AND GENTLEMEN
INSTRUCTORS

Member of the Institute
of Advanced Motorists

MEDWAY 387356

MIERS COURT C.P. SCHOOL
Silverspot Close, Rainham

BOOT SALE

Sunday 18 September 1983
10.00 am to 4.00 pm
Pitches £3.50 {advance) £5.00 {day}
Phone Med, 387402/373016/372508
ENTRANCE 15p — Children Free
Fram Rainham High St, turn into
Mierscourt Road. School on right
in half a mife.

A Country Walk

AROUND THE CAPSTONE VALLEY - 5 mile walk

This walk starts at the car park of Luton Recreation
Ground, near the Wagon at Hale public house,

From the car park cross carefully to the right
hand side of Capstone Road (towards the pub)
and in 50 yards go right through gate by sign-
stone to follow wide track uphill. When you are
nearly at the top of the slope the track turns
right into an open field.

Cross this on same line (there is usually a well
trodden path here) and once across go right to
gap in hedge down to signstone.

Turn left up surfaced track to gale at road and
go on downhill past rubbish dump on left.

Just before end of dump turn right up bank by
signstone to follow hedge on left. Where this
ends go forward on same line aiming just right
of a small hedge. Continue to stile at road
(North Danes Way). Turn left along verge for
500 yards.

Go left over stile at signstone and follow track
downhill to stile at Shawstead Farm.

Turn right to follow fenced path along edge of
Hook Wood. (This may be a little overgrown so
take a pair of secateurs) until you come to a
stile on the right.

Turn LEFT here to follow track past two open
fields on right through wood. Just past the
second field the path divides — take the left
path which will bring you to Shawstead Lane.
(If you miss this carry on and you will come

out on a farm track, where if you turn left you
will also get to Shawstead Lane).

8. Turn left to follow lane for about half a mile
back to Shawstead Farm,

9. Opposite house with red root on lefi turn right
by a signpost uphill on a wide track. Al top
pass stile on left (do not go over this) to follow
coppice on left to far end of field. Do not go
through gap in held ahead but turn left to follow
it to its end. Here go half right across open ficld
to gap between two pieces of woodland ahead.
Go through this gap on its far side (with wood
on your left) to a track. This is Droys Lane, a
centuries old road, now part of the new Cap-
stone Country Park. Follow this downhill to
Capstone Road. (Note the buildings of White-
walls Farm.)

10. Turn left along road noting the work being
carried on in the country park, which is being
built by Rochester upon Medway City Council
and in about 1100 yards you will come back to
your starting point. (Just past the Wagon at
Hale.)

This walk gives wide views over the Medway
towards Essex as well as up the dry valleys to the
edge of the Downs. Any difficulties in walking this
path, or any defects found on the paths should be
reported to Medway Towns Footpaths Group
(Medway 362654).

Mick Whittingham & Rob Dixon
Medway Towns Footpath Group
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Rides from Rainham
BY KEMSLEY AND I
Gillingham, Chatham and Victoria only {cont.)

The journey home has a quite different character

to that of the journey into work, if only because the
homeward bound trains contain their usual com-
plement of non commuters, There is invarfably a
handful of old aged pensioners returning to the
Thanet towns, who are never quite sure whether
they are on the right train or the right half of the
train. And there are the West End shoppers, includ-
ing one or two from Bromley South who have a
habit of getting on non stop trains to Chatham.

For some, the journey home, especially on
Friday nights, was spent drinking with friends in
the buffet car. But no longer; British Rail claimed
that buffet cars made no profit on the Kent Coast
line.

For those who journeyed home late at night,
Victoria station had an almost Continental atmos-
phere. Or more exactly platform 2 did; for this was
the platform from which the Night Ferry departed
until it was withdrawn in late 1980, With its dark
blue 1st class sleeping cars of Compagnie Inter-
nationale des Wagons Lits et des Grands Express
Europeens and baggage cars of the French Railway
(SNCF) the Night Ferry was perhaps the most
colourful train amongst the drab uniformity of British
Rail blue and grey (or is it supposed to be white?).

But not all of the colour has disappeared from
Victoria. For the Venice Simplon Orient Express has
recently been resurrected and can be seen in platform
8 on Thursday evenings. This train originally ran to
Bucharest, Constantinople and Athens via the
Simplon Tunnel and Venice and was withdrawn in
1977. The new service goes only as ar as Venice.
The London to Folkestone portion of the train
consists of seven brown and cream coloured (Zena,
Audrey, Ibis, Perseus, Minerva, Phoenix and Cygnus)
built for the Pullman Car Co. Ltd in Birmingham
between 1925 and 1951, The train also includes
baggage car No. 7 which (of less romantic origin)
is an ex LNER pigeon van built in 1944!

The journey home is usually, and thankfully, a
little quicker than the journey in since homeward
bound trains are escaping out of the funnel of lines
that converge on London rather than squeczing into
the funnel. But it is perhaps only through St Mary
Cray that the train is [irst able to reach its maximum
speed of 90mph. The passing of Swanley Junction
requires a slackening of speed but the next 3 miles
stretch through Farningham Road Station and over
the Darent Viaducet also affords some fast running.
Indeed it was over this latter strelch that steam trains
were besl able to show their paces; speeds of belween
80 and 90 mph were often obtained by drivers like
the renowned Sammy Gingell from Stewarts Lane
depot.

Just before Longfield there is a single line branch
to the lett. This was once the London, Chatham
and Dover Railway Company’s line to its station b{
the Thames at Gravesend and from where a steam
Terry could be boarded to the Continent. In recent
years the line was used for carrying coal {tom the
Nottinghamshire coal field to the cement works at
Northfleet. On many evenings throughout the year
one could see the returning empty train waiting at
the junction for clearance onto the main line. If it
was nice weather the diesel crew could be secn sitting
on the fence next to the signal with one eye on the
light and the other on the cows from Pinden End
Farm.

About half way down the Sole Strect Bank, just
before the river Medway comes into sight, we come
to what is perhaps the prettiest part of the journey,
Through the beech trees alongside the line one can
see an old farmhouse and cotlages down on the
Cuxton to Cobham road and the hamlet of Upper
Bush on the other side of the valley, Woods and corn
fields stretch upwards to Luddesdown and towards
the escarpment of the downs above Upper lalling.

As the train brakes towards the bottom of the
Bank we can see the familiar outlines of the
Narman castle and cathedral on our right, whilst to
our left, perched on the top of an old chalk quarry,
is the flint built church of All Saints Frindsbury. T
rattling of the train over the Medway bridge is the

Completion dates
can be guaranteed.

Replace old window
frames for Magnet
Windows

Free Estimates

The Builder You Can
Trust

Robert J. Kitney (Builder)

Complete Homes built,
brick built extensions
and property repairs.

No job too big or small

Telephone:
MEDWAY 363669-30997

cue for sleeping Chatham commuters to rouse them-
selves. Just before the bridge is the Amalsamation
Inn whose sign sports the coats of arms of the
London, Chatham and Dover Railway and the

South Eastern Railway, which later amalgamated.,
Prior (o their amalgamation they were intense rivals,
as o result of which Strood, Rochester and Chatham
once had six stations between them. The line of the
LCDR took that of the present route down the Sole
Street Bank and through Rochester Station, except
that it crossed over the river by a bridge which stood
where the present road bridge into Rochester now
stands. In addition to Rochester Station, then simply
a two platform station, the LCDR had a station
called Rochester Bridge Station which was situated
on the Sirood side of the River, The SER came up

" loop from Sirood and over what is now the only
ﬁ\- Avay bridge over the Medway. Once over the bridge
it branched to the left across a viaduct part of which
still stands and is inuse by the KCC Lstates Depart-
ment. The SER line passed through Rochester
Common Station which stood on the site of the
present goods yard at a point opposite the cathedral.
It terminated at a station described as Chatham
Central but which was neither in Chatham nor very
central; part of a wall of the station master’s house
can be scen in Rochester High Street at the point
where the present line of the railway crosses over the
High Strect and into the tunnel between Rochester
and Chatham.

On leaving Gillingham il is time to be putting
away the newspapers and getting on one’s fect, On
the horizon, 10 miles to the norih, one can see the
skyscrapers of Southend, the inhabitants of which
are reputed to have the worst of all the London
commuter services. The service is not too bad, I
suppose, for we Victoria bound commuters. British
Rail do however have an uncommereial-like habit of
allowing half emply trains to speed through Rainham

Gardens of Kent

43 Layhams Road (Mrs Dolly Robertson). West
Wickham. The semi-detached house can be recognised
by a small sunken flower garden in the [Tont. Opp.
Wickham Court Farm. A raised vegetable parden,
purpose-built for the disabled with easy access to
wide terraced walkways. The owner, who maintains
the entire 2411 x 7001 arca hersell, would be pleased
ta pass on her experiences as a disabled gardener so
that others may share her joy and interest.
Collecting box. Garden open by appt. only all year.
Tel: 01-462-4196.

Mere House (John J. Wells Esg M.P,), Mereworth,

7m W of Maidstone. From A26 Maidstone-Tonbridge
turn on to B2016 and then into Mereworth village.
Bus: MD7 Maidstone-Tonbridee: alight Mereworth
village, Y4m. Medium-sized garden:ornamental shrubs,
lake, lawns, daffodils, Dahlias later. Chamomile lawn
being established. NO DOGS. Picnics allowed {but
no fires). Adm 50p, Chd 20p. Sun, Sept. 25 (2-7).

Withersdane Hall, Wye College (University of
London). Wye, NI: ol Ashford. A28 take fork sign-
posied Wye. Bus EK 601. Ashford-Canterbury via
Wye. Well-labelled garden of educational and
botanical interest, several small gardens carefully
designed within miwun garden; flowers, borders and
alpines; spring flowering bulbs; collection of early
Howering shrubs especially suited to chalk: herb
garden: Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother’s Coni-
memorative Garden, Hlustrated guide book
available. NO DOGS. TEAS. Adm 50p. Chd 20p.
Sun. Sept. 4 (2-5.30).

GIVE YOUR CLUB THE ‘STAMP OF APPROVAL’
A POTTED history of the postal system, stamp

without stopping. It is infuriating for those trying to collecting and some tales about stamp trading is the

get to work or to go shopping and it is even more
{""Uiati.ng for those anxious to get home again. 1
,etimes think that British Rail treats Rainham

like the country village it used to be.

subject of an informal illustrated lecture now ‘on
ofter’ from local stamp dealer Dave Stevens. More
information is available from Dave by telephaning
Medway 33807.

o

GILLINGHAM
Monday 7.15 & 8.15

CHATHAM
Tuesday 12,15 & 1.15

Eastcourt Methodist  Coronation Hall
Church Manor Road
Twydall

Cost:— 1st week £2.50 -

SLIM AND BE TRIM with ROWENA TUCKER
HOO RAINHAM
Tuesday 7.15 & 8.15
Jubilee Hall

Pottery Road

Follow an easy eating plan which suits all the family while you slim.

You may sit through a session before deciding to join. For further information ring Med. 261271

Thursday 12.15 & 1.15
The Oast House
Granary Close

following weeks £1.25




JUST A MINUTE . enabling remaining resources {o be directed towards
PARK5 — It was reported that pupils from a local  giher areas of activity such as workshops and training
infants had recently visited Rainham Recreation centres to which applicants could be referred from
Ground, Gillingham Park and Cozenton Park. They  (he Drop-in Centres. IT this strategy were agreed, it
had made a study of Cozenton Park and their ideas  could be implemented by supporting the two Drop-
for improvement included the creation of flower in Centres which have already received hacking from
beds for annual bedding, a shrub border for the blind. the Council, namely the youth Drop-in Centre at

a pond, a miniature railway, picnic tables, a paddling §; Peters Church, and the adult Centre at Vicarage
pool and tennis courts. ] Road, although confirmation of the latter would

RECOMMENDED — (a) the children be thanked  gepend upon the outcome of discussions between
for their suggestions; and ; . the Trades Union Congress and the Government.

(b) the possibility of providing a shrub border for gri ooy jNG AT BLACK LION SKATEBOARD
the blind at Cozenton Park be investigated and a PARK — The Committee was reminded that it had
report be made to a future meeting. been decided to leave the park as an unsupervised
UNEMPLOYMENT FUTURE STRATEGY - The play arca for a number of uses subject to various
Committee considered the establishment of an outline conditions imposed by the Couneil’s public liability

Austin HW I!'Iq.rris strategy to deal with the growing number of appeals  insurers.

Tri fr; nssistance [Tom organisations set up to assist with A recent survey had shown that up to 300 BMX
g ROV( t'f( amelioration of unemployment. cyclists per day were using the Park and the

Wolseley LTD M.G.

[n broad terms the voluniary organisations tackl- Committee was asked to consider whether supervision

PHOTOGRAPHY

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL —~ ADVERTISING
WEDDING - PORTRAITURES - ETC.

@ .
6—[ U DI% For full details and information
telephone:
Medway 34565

A display of various prints are on show at 3 Station Road, Rainham

ing the problem of unemployment followed the two | should be introduced at the Park in these circum-
Rﬂlﬂ"ﬂ” Mol’ont ) main streams on Government effort (youth unem- | stances.
i g ployment and adult unemployment) offering a broad The Secretary of the local branch of the BMX
ngh Street' Ramham' MEdway 32385 division of effort between establishing Drop-in "governing body had offered to provide voluntary
Centres or contact points for advice or social support supervision during the summer holiday, but this
a r s cen re and establishing workshops or training centres, It would be on a limited scale only.
was suggested thal the Council could channel RECOMMENDLD — The Park continue to be left
resources into one Drop-in Centre for the young unsupervised at present, and the situation be reviewed

Largest Range of Leyland spares in this area.

unemployed and another for adult unemploved, again in twelve months,

B.HAYFIELD & CO ALLTRADE CARPET CENTRE
(. éuildeps) LTD. ] LAWNMOWER SERVICE

SLARBENINE MOST POPULAR MAKES OF CARPET AND CUSHION An s
9, THE WILLOWS pEais VINYL QUICKLY AVAILABLE AT COMPETITIVE ity o

TEL MEDWAY 34072 COLLECTION & DELIVERY. FITTING SERVICE. and stools to

compliment your

For free estimate THE CARPET SPEC IAL[ STS bedroom carpet

h['[!m | loiplns Mienn ol | 154 CANTERBURY ST, GILLINGHAM - MEDWAY 571350
: £ o .
FALLORED HATR ‘ Kent Kitchen Design Studio
A NEW UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS FREE PLANNING SERVICE FOR KITCHENS & BATHROOMS AT

\ : FITTING SERVICE INCLUDES PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
oo o Vidal Sassoon trained management WORK
T e, MOy Plus a hand-picked staff D.1.Y. UNITS SUPPLIED

T T Friendly atmosphere EXTENSION & RE-MODERNIZATION WORIK

Reasonable prices UNDERTAKEN
o it il bl o at EXTENSIVE RANGE OF CERAMIC WALL TILES
6 L D Gr PATINS BT 144 HIGH STREET, RAINHAM VISIT OUR STUDIO AT:
@ALL MAINTENANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 369292 145 HIGH ST RAINHAM MED. 36739
Including Roofing, Plumbing, Plastering =
and other General Building Work 11
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FASHIONS & ACCESSORIES

Super selection of dresses,

Lingerie & Hosiery a speciality for all age groups

skirts, slacks, blouses and jumpers

63 HIGH ST, RAINHAM

SIZES: 34 to 50 Hip

CARPETS

"“WE CLEAN"
AND UPHOLSTERY

Also: DYEING AND TINTING
& D.l.Y. HIRE
"SATISFACTION GUARANTEED"

FREE EST/
ANY TIME

CARPET CLEANE RS ASSN
C.C.A

SERVICE WITH INTEGRITY |

MEDWAY 35920

ALL SEASONS
CLEANING SERVICE
Established 1972

MATES

POULTONY

THE MOWER SPECIALISTS

Visit our showroom at 41/43 High Street,
Rainham {Medway 31669)

Stockists for: Flymo, Toro, Qualcast,
Mountfield, Hayter, Woif, Spear & Jackson.

Also Chain Saws

PERIOD FURNITURE

Good quality
Dining table

mahogany/yew, ete.
(7ft extended), 4 chairs,

2 carvers, from £350.00 inc.
3ft bookcase/glass cabinet, from £220.00 inc.

Plus hi-fi cabi
to order, etc,

BAYSWA

nets, coffee tables, units made

TER REPRODUCTIONS
MEDWAY 363850

MOWERS SERVICED
Large range of spare parts in stock

LOCKS AND KEY CUTTING

Keys cut while you wait: Yale, Union &
Chubb locks and security fittings always in
stock. Fitting service available.

WIDE RANGE OF QUALITY
GARDEN TOOLS

THOMAS ROWE
School of Motoring

by f

Driver training
ormer driving examiner

Your local driving school

Medway 362372

OAST HOUSE BUILDING SUPPLIES )
General Builders’ Merchants

Rear of 130 High Street, Rainham
Tel: Medway 363882

SAND — BALLAST — BRICKS — BLOCKS
PLASTERBOARD — TEXTURED CEILINGS
PEBBLEDASHING
ALL YOUR HEAVY BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS
Speedy Delivery!!

Aceess and Barclaycard welcome

Open Mon-Fri 85.30. Sat. 84
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TURN UNWANTED ITEMS INTO CASH . ..

. that’s the theme for this winter’s Mark Flea

Market at Rainham Mark Social Club (London Road,

Rainham}.

The new season of *Marts at the Mark® commences
on Sunday September 25th. Further Sunday dates
are scheduled for October 30th, November 27th,

. December 18th, January 8th, January 29th,

February 26th, March 25th and April 22nd.

As previously, specialist dealers will be offering
collectables such as cigarette and trade cards,
jewellery, medals, postcards, records and slamps.
There will also be sections for arts and crafts and the
smaller antique items.

The major difference from previous seasons will
be a sironger emphasis by dealers on buying, says
uu;( niser Mike Matthews.

.1 not suggesting vendors are going to get
fortunes; many have grandiose ideas on values for
items often in a very poor condition for re-sale.

But they’ll get a fair offer.

Many of our dealers travel widely and have
developed a keen sense on market trends; and it’s
trends which dictate values.’

Further details of the Mark Flea Market can be
obtained from: Jim Lloyd (Medway 362292) or
Mike Matthews (Medway 373462).

BREDHURST VILLAGE SHOW

This will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday,
17th September. and the hall will be opened to the
public at 3.00 pm. Classes will include Art and
Photography, Crafts of all kinds, Floral Art, Kitchen
Crafts, Flowers, Froit and Vegetables. Unclaimed
exhibits will be auctioned at approximately 4.45 pm.

BARN DANCE

A Barn Dance is to be held in Bredhurst Village Hall
on Saturday, 17th September, from 8.00 pm until
11.00 pm. Tickets £2.50 each (to include supper)
available from Mrs M. Rayfield, Tel. 35389.

TYPING FOR CHILDREN

With computers now going into
most schools it is important that
your children learn the correct
fingering on the keyboard early.
This book, at only £2.99, makes
learning Lo type fun.
RAINHAM BOOKSHOP
7 Station Road, Rainham
Medway 371591

OPEN MON—SAT
9AM—6PM
SUN — SAM—1PM

JAMES BARRY

FOR ALL YOUR D.L.Y. —

PREPARED AND SAWN TIMBER, HARDBOARD

%" & %" CHIPBOARD, PLASTERBOARD, PLYS,
DECORATIVE, PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL GOODS,
MARLEYMIX, SMALL TOOLS:— EASY PARKING

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY — MEDWAY 373787

35 HIGH DEWAR RD, RAINHAM

IAccide

AUTOPLANT ENGINEERING
Sallf=clrive CAR [HIRIE

quepaigspecialistss

Medmamical & drasds repalrs
e MCIE

WEBSTER ROAD (OFF TUFTON ROAD) RAINHAM
TELEPHONE: MEDWAY 34088

[free estinmetes,

StAndARCS
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Small Ads

Published: October 15t
Copy Date: September 215t
Commercial : 50p pet line
Private: 25p per line

Please contact H. Mackay Miller,
3 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham

Tel: 31307.

ALL TYPLS OF ENGRAVING
while you shop, where
possible. Pens, lighters,
watches, clocks, badges,
trophies, snooker cues, knives,
plastics, tankards. Plus many
more. No charge for asking.
Come and sce us at Print-A-
Present Barrow, (outside
Prestos), Hempstead Valley
(Phone Medway 331 19).

LAWNMOWER SERVICE
Sharpening and all garden
machinery repairs. Collection
and delivery. For free estimates
Med: 361217 anytime,

REVISE YOUR CARPETS
AND UPHOLSTERY. Treat
them to a deep clean. Special
offer, top quality D.1.Y.
machine, £12.00 including
solutions. Phone Parkwood
Small Tool Hire. Medway 30411
up to 10 pm.

MARDEN CATERING
Receptions, BuiTets,
Dinner Parties, etc.

Denise Ellery, Tel. 364288,

LADIES & GENTLEMEN have
vour hair cared for in the
comfort of your own home bya
registered hairdresser and
qualified barber. Phone *§ hirley
Ann', Medway 35530,

BABY-SITTING

Do you have baby-sitting
problems? — if so, why not join
our baby-sitting circle? We it
for one another. To find out
more ring 365287,

PARKWOOD FREE CHURCH
(Baptist), Parkwood Green,
Sundays 11 am and 7 pim.
House Fellowship Thursdays.

Further details from Revd Kevin

Pierson, Med: 366574

JAYGEE CATERING for all
oceasions. Complete wedding
receptions, Dinners, Buffets.
Hot or cold menus sent by
request. Tel: Med. 372445 or
372578.

GOLD-PRINTED BUSINESS
CARDS. Many colours and
styles. Quick turn-round.
Print-A-Present Barrow (outside
Prestos), Hempstead Valley
Shopping Centre.

STAMPS, ACCESSORIES.
Med: 33807. Buy and sell.

BUY DIRECT FROM THE
FARMER - Fruit & vegetables
in season at Pump Farm, Pump
Lane (below bridge), Rainham,
Kent. Open: everyday 10am-
Spm from Tuesdays to Sundays
Closed: Mondays only.

GOOD SELECTION of Hats,
Gloves, Bags and Costume
Jewellery at PAT, 63 High St,
Rainham. '

PARKWOOD SMALL TOOL
HIRE. Do your DIY jobs like a
professional - also top quality
carpet cleaner. Best rates,

Med. 30411,

HALL AT TWYDALL for Hire.

Wedding and Private Parties,
Casual or regular bookings.
Please ring Medway 365548,

THE
SAMARITANS

&

“Pud®

RING MEDWAY 44846

POTHOLES IN YOUR
DRIVE? We specialise in small
repairs. No job too small.
Michael Rowland.

Medway 388803,

PJ. & H. WINDOW CLEANING
Thorough, reliable window
cleaning. Private/Indu strialf
Commercial. Med: 371001.

COLOUR SHOP, 143 High St,
Rainham, tel. 32404. For your
wallpaper, paints and decoraling
tools. Many books with fabrics,
curtains and bedding to match.
Free car park at rear,

ACCOUNTS for the self-
employed and small firms.
Book-keeping, VAT, wages.
Collection/Delivery service.
Medway 373402.

CARESS EAR PIERCING

in the comfort of your home.
Choice of studs only £4.00,
Medway 33119.

SINGING TUITION given by ex
English National Opera singer.
Phone Med: 375215,

ELECTROLYSIS

for the permanent removal of
unwanted hair by fully qualified
member of the British
Association of Electrolysis,
Confidential treatment in your
own home is also available,
Erica Skinner Maidstone 685618
or 678926,

TREE FELLING & TRIMMI{
Life-time of expericnce.
Med: 33957,

FURNITURE & PARCELS trans-
ported in safe and clean condi-
tions. Also trafler for rubbish
etc. Ring, anytime, ‘Adaptability’,
Medway 35530,

HALF PRICE BOOK SALE

A mammoth Book Sale starts
9.15 Saturday 17th September.
Rainham Bookshop,

7 Station Road, Rainham, Kent,

FORALLYOUR INSURANCES
DMS Insurance Services. I'ree
quotations. 123 High Strect,
Rainham. Med 375136.

STRETCH JEANS by ‘Slimma’
Sizes 10 to 18 now in at
PAT, 63 High Street, Rainham

BRING MAGIC TO YOUR
PARTY. Ring Tony Hanscombe
on 366192,

SEWING ALTERATIONS
New Zips etc. Tel: Med. 35484.

G| 1EN WORK
UNoERTAKEN. Driveways,
paths, patios, fencing, turfing
ele. No job too small,
Competitive rates.

Free estimates.
PLOUGHDALE GARDENING
Tel: 371664 or 368057.

HAVE A WINE TASTING
EVENING. Invite your friends.
I'ree wine all in your own home.
For details ring Linda on
389842.

LUTON VAN and driver for
hire from £4 .50 per hour. Light
removals or deliveries, any
distance. T.G. Sewell,

Medway 376129.

LADIES 100% COTTON
VESTS, Camisoles and Pantees,
WMS to XOS. All available at
PAT, 63 High Street, Rainham,

V\ﬂ;_ AORE EVANGELICAL
FREE CHURCH, Durham Road.
Sundays 11 am and 6.30 pm.
Children 10} am. Bible Classes
2.45 pm, Bible School Tuesdays
7.45 pm. Expository Bible
Ministry — Visitors welcome.
Pastor Rev. P. Harper,

Medway 368187,

ALL CARPENTRY WORK
CARRIED OUT — Telephone
Medway 65365 for Hardwood &
Softwood Doors, Fence
Erecting, Kitchen Unit Fitting,
Exterior Painting, Repair Work,
Glazing ete.

STEVEN BURTON

The Complete Landscaping and
Garden Maintenance Service.
Initial clearance — Turfing —
Iencing — Lawn Maintenance —
Pruning — Tree work ete,

Free estimates — Med: 63319,
SPIRELLA CONSULTANT
Mrs Betty Maddison. Made to
measure and ready made
Foundation Garments.
Mastectomy and all figure
problems. Med: 362468.

PARKWOOD SMALL TOOL
HIRE. Do your DIY jobs like a
professional. Best rates.

Med. 30411 up to 10 pm.

P.B. BUILDERS. All building
and carpentry work undertaken.
Property maintenance and
general repairs.

Med: 33320 for prompt service,

LEAKING TAPS RE-SEATED
Overflows, Tailets, etc.
Medway 373208.

FILM SHOWS FOR CHILDRENS
PARTIES, from £8.00. Mainly
Colour Sound Cartoons. Ring
Simon Mills. Medway 369384,

11 DECORATORS

for all interior and exterior
painting and decorating.
Phone 365009.

CARPET AND VINYL FITTING
Readaption and alterations.

25 years experience. Ring

John Newton Med: 360225.

SPORTS BAGS AND SCHOOL
BAGS — Nylon and Vinyl.
Good Selection. Medway
Leather and Travel Goods,

37 High Street, Rainham.
376804.

GENTS LEATHER NOTE
CASES & QUALITY WALLETS,
Cheque Book & Credit Card
Cases. Medway Leather and
Travel Goods, 37 High Street,
Rainham. 376804.

BYGONE KENT

IFascinating reading every month.
Latest issue and all back numbers
since October 1979 available al
only 95p each.

Rainham Bookshop, 7 Station
Road. Medway 371591,

BBC SOFTWARL
Selection of program tapes
now in stock at Rainham
Bookshop, 7 Station Road.
Med. 371591.

SUPERIOR CATERERS

Let us take the worry out of
that Special Occasion. For your
Wedding Receptions, Engage-
ment Parties, Buffets, Dinners
and all other functions however
small or large. Call Pat Weedon
Med: 576255 or Med: 369187.
Competitive prices, menus

on request.

WEDDING AND CELEBRATION
Cakes make to order. Medway
31347. Your own decorated.

GARDEN WORK
UNDERTAKEN, Driveways,
paths, patios, fencing, turfing
etc. No job too small.
Competitive rates.

Free estimates.
PLOUGHDALE GARDENING
Tel: 371664 or 388057.

SCAFFOLDING TOWERS
These superb Interlocking Towers
are offered at £67.10 including
VAT and delivery. 17" working
height, Base size 472" x 42",
Written guarantee, free delivery.
COD. Med: 388803.

SEA ANGLING MEDWAY and
Thames Estuary. Experienced
Fishing Skipper now has large
new vessel for Charter from
Gillingham Pier. Book now for
Cod and Whiting season.

Call Ray Wade, 33957

PAINTING, DECORATING,
PLUMBING & All Odd Jobs.

If you've got a problem in the
home or in the garden then ring
‘Adaptability’, Medway 35530.
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Sure signs
ofa
better move

RAINHAM: .
19 High Street Telephone: Medway 373531

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9 a.m.—9 p.m.

CHARTERED VALUATION SURVEYORS: AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE AGENTS

0
Clifford MillerItd.

Insurance and Mortgage Brokers
70 HIGH STREET RAINHAM, GILLINGHAM, KENT MES8 7JG

{corner of Orchard Street)

TELEPHONE: Medway (STD 0634) 373021 (5 lines)

e
o

3 115 A

The Brltishs Instiranre Rrokers Assocfaticn

FOR PROFESSIONAL ADVICE ON ALL KINDS OF INSURANCE

ELECTRONIC SERVICES LTD
10A STATION RD, RAINHAM

— Aerial Installations & Maintenance
or buy fromus to D.1.Y.

- House Rewiring — Extension Points
and all Electrical Works

— Free estimates
MEDWAY 360518/33771

CARPETS AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANED
By Stimvac Deep Steam Process

Dry 1—3 hours
: FULLY INSURED
) ALSO DIY HIRE
VAK COVERING ALL AREAS
L) Free Estimates

DEEP STEEM
CARPET CLEANERS

MEDWAY 371425 ANYTM(
-

JOHN WEIR
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

130 HIGH STREET - RAINHAM
Telephone: Medway 373111

Day and Night Service

Chapel of Rest




