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The Mackland Arms pub is still going strong on Station Road.  
This photo shows regulars on their annual outing in 1937.  

The landlord/landlady were Joe & Nora Gillman. Names of some of those pictured are Jock 
Brown, Horace Moore, Sid Blundy and the lad with accordion was Freddy Hopkins.  

 

(kindly provided by Fred Moore) 

 Mackland Arms Annual Outing 1937 - Recognise anyone? 



 

 

Editorial 

 

Happy New Year to you and yours!   
 

We hope you enjoyed a relaxing Christmas.   
I was sad not to see any real snow but am also 
aware that, for many, no snow is a blessing. 
 

This first editorial of 2026 comes a little later 
as we combine our Jan and Feb edition but  
we hope there is plenty to keep you occupied.  
The letters and articles regarding The 
Howardôs initial days have kept coming  
which has been wonderful.  Donôt miss the 
longer article on p12, written by the 
Honourable Secretary of The Anchorians 
Association. Whether memories are good or 
bad, its important that we are able to read and 
consider them all. 
Following on from all these recollections,  
the vicar of St Margaretôs, Nathan Ward, is 
looking for people happy record their 
memories of life around our area over the  
past century.  What a fabulous resource to 
leave future generations.  See p7 if you are 
interested in being involved. 
 

I have no personal interaction with social 
media so was pleasantly surprised to read 
about the Banking Hub that has opened in 
Station Rd.  Twydall Library Hub is hosting 
the first Repair Workshop in our immediate 
area and I am also intrigued by the Bee  
Taster Day - the price of honey makes it very 
tempting to óharvest your ownô!!  See p5 for 
more information on all of those. 
But many of you might want to look at the 
large advert on p15.  There is a big event 
booked at the Oast in April and it may get  
sold out quickly.  We are so fortunate to  
have a large venue like this in the middle of 
the town. 
 

Enjoy all that our community has to offer. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Wigmore Rd Prefabs (Oct issue) 
 

Dear Editor, 

October's cover picture of the Prefabs was a 
revelation. I was born in Rainham and lived  
at 172 Maidstone Rd until I bought a house  
in Lordswood in 1986.  
I have strong memories of the Prefabs 
opposite our house which would have been 
demolished in the early 1960's. I'm not sure  
of the exact date but remember that it was a 
wet day and it was very sad to see the flimsy 
construction, but they served a need. I think 
we knew a couple who lived in one but I 
cannot remember their name.  
 

A Carr family, not related, lived further up 
Maidstone Rd and he was a Chimney Sweep.  
I had a schoolfriend John Walkingshaw who 
lived further up Maidstone Rd and went to  
the Evangelical church in Durham Rd with  
our family. The last I'd heard, his family had 
moved to Herne Bay.  
Mrs Stickings lived on the other side of the 
road, further up, with her son Ron. We were 
surprised to hear that her funeral cortege was 
taken by a coach and horses.  
I can remember all the cherry orchards where 
we used to go óscrumpingô and when 
Parkwood was a wood where we would 
sometimes play. 
 

My friend Mike Chapman, a fellow Gill's 
season ticket holder and AF distributor, gives 
me a copy of Action Forum each month.   
 

Gerald Carr 
 
Wigmore Rd Prefabs cont. (Oct issue) 

 

I am Gerald Carr's younger brother Stephen. 
As already said, we lived on Maidstone Rd, 
opposite the prefabs. I was born in my mum's 
bedroom, back in 1957. 
 

I do not remember the prefabs being there,  
but after demolition, I was playing on a 
dumper truck that was there and fell off, or 
was pushed, and remember being led across 
the road by a man who held a handkerchief 
over my cut. I still have a small scar over my 
right eye (I call it my war wound!). 

 
Next issue : Feb 25th, 2026 
Copy date : Feb 16th, 2026 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

When I left school in 1973 (Gillingham Tech, 
down Pump La) I started work for Ballard the 
Builders in Longley Road and I believe the 
semi detached houses that are on Maidstone 
Rd are some of their "Suntrap" design which I 
think I found out from someone at the works. 
 

I have more memories of playing on the site  
of the Parkwood Estate, but they're for another 
time. 
Regards, Stephen Carr 
 
Howard School Memories (Nov issue) 
 

Dear Editor, 
I am I think quite unique. My story begins as a 
child taking the 11+ at Byron Rd and everyone 
believing I would pass but narrowly failing. 
Upbury Manor was my closest school. My 
brother and sister went there and had dreadful 
experiences so it was my mum (still alive at 
101) who spent her summer fighting to get me 
into The Howard School. We moved from 
Gillingham on 21st August 1978, into our new 
house in Maidstone Rd. I started my new big 
school on Mon 4th Sept and wore my new 
Howard uniform with pride. I fought hard 
academically and was rewarded at the end of 
the first year with promotion from the A band 
to the Alpha band which meant I could go on 
to get a handful of O levels and take my A 
levels there.   
 

My best memories are of the really supportive 
teachers who did not rule with the cane but 
who spared the rod and, in my case, did spoil 

the child and that did me no harm. School  
was a harsher environment back then and 
those staff have now either passed on or are 
well into their retired years, looking back on 
their careers - I wonder what they would say? 
 

But my story does not end there.   
After leaving to work for a bank, I retrained  
as a teacher and spent the first 8 years of my 
career teaching at... The Howard School.  
How bizarre to be teaching alongside my 
heroes: Mr Harvey, Mr Terry, Mr Clark, Mr 
Fisher, Mr Horsfield, Mr Ansell and the late 
and great Eric Rotherham who taught into  
his eighties - along with many others.  
I was promoted and even appeared on stage  
a couple of times. The productions we used  
to do were incredible. I will never forget  
óSmikeô and going with the cast to stand on 
stage at Theatre Royal Drury Lane with staff 
and Simon May (writer of Eastenders music 
and Smike) - Glory Years. 
New horizons beckoned and new schools 
came and went. I now approach my own 
retirement from a profession drastically 
changed. There is a demand on all staffé to  
be all things to all peopleé the list is  
endless. 
 

But to my old school, both as a child and as  
a young man, I tip my hat to all who served  
in that place and to those who now hold the  
torch high and take it forward with all its 50 
years of history. 
 

Yours with thanks, AO  



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
¾5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 
Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 

Call лмсоп ртнмут 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£39 per month 
£105 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com


 

 

Beekeeping Taster Day 
 

All the important things you need to know! 

 

Saturday 7th February, 10am -3pm  
Woodlands Arts Centre, Woodlands Rd 
 

£90 (to include light lunch/refreshments) 
sheilastunell@icloud.com 
 
Medway Repair Caf®   
 

28th February  
Twydall Community Hub, 10.30am - 1pm 
 
Charity Duck Race Night 

 

Join the Rotary Club of Gillingham  
 

27th Feb, 7pm, 
Upchurch Golf Club 
 

£20 (to include a 2-course supper) 
thesanfords@screaming.net or 01634 220127 
  
Banking Hub for Rainham  
 

Held at the old police contact point (1-3  
Station Road), the hub deals with all banks, 
all week but each bank has a specific day for 
their rep to be onsite: 
 

- Mon - Lloyds 
- Tues - Halifax  
- Wed - NatWest 
- Thursday - Barclays 
- Friday - HSBC 
 

This is a temporary hub but if it is well-used 
then it could become permanent.  Letôs make 
it that way! 
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Community  
 

óAli Baba & the 40 Thievesô family panto 
 

St Paulôs Drama Group perform on: 
13th Feb at 7.30pm 
14th Feb at 2pm 
21st Feb at 2pm and 7.30pm 
 

Third Ave Community Hall, ME7 2LU 
£9 adults, £6 children under 16 
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk or  
ticketsource.co.uk/spdg or 01634 852712 
Come and join the fun! 
 
Rainham WI 
 

We meet on the 3rd Thurs of the month 
(except August)  
1.45 - 4pm at Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, ME8 7NA.  
Visitors are welcome, small entry charge.  
Contact Lynne on 01634 616003. 

    

 Can You Help Us? 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   
  It is much appreciated.   
   

   If you think you can help with any of the   
  following roads, even if that is just for  
  occasional help, then please contact Anne:    
  07791 585998 
 

   Rainham   
   Wakeley Rd 122-192 (59) 
  Langdale Close (105)(50ï55 mins) 
  Parkwood 
  Long Catlis Rd 2-108 (60) 
  Lambes Ct (14) 
 

  Some roads in Lower Halstow 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 

Smile Malawi Tuesday Social Club update  

 

24th Feb, Memorial Hall, Lower Halstow 
7.30pm, £4, contact Liz on 01795 842272 

 

Rainham Oral History Project  

 

Rainham has changed enormously but the 
stories that shaped it live in the memories of 
the people who were there. This is a new 
local initiative to capture those memories 
before they are lost. 
 

We need around 15 people willing to be 
filmed talking about specific aspects of life  
in Rainham as they remember it. These will 
be relaxed, respectful, on-camera interviews, 
focused on personal experience as you lived 
it. Areas we are particularly keen to explore 
include: 
Education/The railway station/Healthcare/
Agriculture and farming/Flower nurseries/
Brick works/The river/Shops in Rainham/Hop 
and fruit picking/The church/Cricket club/
Rainham Spectacular/Rainham Police 
Station 
 

If thereôs another part of Rainham life you 
think matters, weôd love to hear from you. 
Each interview will be professionally filmed,  
transcribed and made publicly available in 
video, audio and written transcript, forming  
a permanent, accessible record of Rainhamôs 
lived history for future generations. 
 

Email me at vicar@rainhamchurch.co.uk 
All the best, Nathan Ward 

 

Action Forum is part of Rainham Community Projects CIC,  
along with Sunburst Books in Station Road. 
Any profits generated help local good causes. 

§ũĬНÅċŔŰőċůНÂŔĦƣƨƖĲН7ŸŸťƚ 
 

EċĦőНĤŸŸťНőċƚНΠΥНƓċŊĲƚНŸŉНŸƨƖНũŸĦċũНőŔƚƣŸƖǃЯНƽŔƣőН
ċƖŸƨŰĬНΝΡΜНƓőŸƣŸƚНċŰĬНĦċƓƣŔŸŰƚЮН 
ÅĲƓƖŔŰƣƚНŸŉНċũũНΟНƻŸũƨůĲƚНċƻċŔũċĤũĲЮНН 

 

ұΝΞНŉƖŸůНÉƨŰĤƨƖƚƣН7ŸŸťƚЯНÉƣċƣŔŸŰНÅŸċĬНŸƖНĤǃНƓŸƚƣЮНН 
9ċũũНΜΝΣΟΠНΞΣΝΣΠΟН 

Sunburst Books now welcomes payment for 
any book in Book Tokens 

Tokens also available for sale with choice of card/
envelope. An ideal present for all ages.  

 

Sunburst Books, 21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham.  
01634 261649  Open 9am to 3pm, Mon to Sat. 



 

 

Nature Notes            
 

Bio-Security versus Bio-Diversity 
 

Attending a webinar organised by the  

Community Tree Nursery Collaborative to 
discuss biosecurity, I was reminded that 
biodiversity can provide far better biosecurity 
than a protected monoculture. Sure, óweedsô 
can attract pests and harbour diseases but they 
also attract pest predators, confusing would-be 
predators and diseases by providing other 
targets. óCompanion plantingô enables the 
reduced use of chemicals, often eliminating 
use altogether.  A recent report highlighted the 
value of a strip of uncultivated wildflowers 
and grasses between rows in an orchard, 
reducing the need for chemical sprays. 
 

The same principles apply in our gardens. 
Neatly maintained flowerbeds and lawns need 
chemicals, time and effort so there is a place 
for encouraging greater, wilder biodiversity.   
Rather than clearing and binning leaves, pile 
them hidden at the back of the border to be 
taken down by worms or decay into fertile  
leaf mold. They also provide hibernation 
habitat for pollinating bumble-bees. Similarly, 
dead stalks left over winter become homes for 
hibernating lacewings, earwigs and ladybirds 
who are waiting to frustrate aphid populations 
from building in the Spring. 
 

Then there are the birds looking for seeds 

amongst the still-standing seed heads; food 
needed to sustain their population and deal 
with the likes of aphids and caterpillars when 
the warmth returns and life in the garden 
begins to flourish again. 
 

At Cozenton Park Community Tree Nursery, 
I'm amazed at what has so far been achieved 
by the volunteers there, who enjoy working 
together, visibly transforming that part of the 
site, in sometimes challenging weather . 
 

The Tree Nursery is just the beginning.  
Early next year it's intended to establish both  
a Community Garden and allotment area on 
other areas of the same site, enabling  
residents to grow their own produce and the 
onsite  community to work together in the 
Community Garden learning to garden, 
working together and supporting one another 
while enjoying the benefits of fresh air and 
exercise amongst the surrounding greenery  
and wildlife. 
Thereôs so much potential as various  
elements of our wider Rainham community  
are able to become involved. 
 

If you want to get involved in the Community 
Tree Nursery, come and say hello on a 
Thursday, between 10m and 2pm.  
Warm drinks and biscuits are provided but 
bring your own lunch. 
 

Wild About Rainham with Leon Roskilly
(Facebook) 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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Jan/Feb in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

Happy New Year to you all.   
 

Looking back on the past five years of articles, 
I find that I complain about the weather all the 
time!  
The fact that the weather is so extreme and 
unexpected is something that exercises us all as 
we struggle to grow and nurture plants and 
wildlife in our home spaces. The effect of 
getting older seems to be that I am less resilient 
to extremes of temperature change, suffering in 
the summer heat or shivering in the winter 
cold. This last period between Christmas and 
early January has brought a new symptom to 
this aging body; the sheer cold of the air has 
made my chest ache if I venture outside.  
I used to say every winter,  
ñWrap up warm and just do a little bit in the 
garden each day.ò   
Well, Iôve changed my tune, well and truly!   
So now, we are just waiting for warmer 
weather and enjoying the few early blooms in 
the garden. 

 

Climber of the month 
Last year I focused on a different shrub each 
month, with the idea of finding blooms for 
each month of the year and an easy-care 
solution for difficult spaces in the garden.   
This year, I thought we could look at climbing 
plants that would provide a lot of pollen and 
nectar without using a lot of ground space.   
We may be limited by ground area, but there  
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

can be a lot of height that we can use.   
 

The first, most important, thing we need is 
adequate support for the potential weight of 
the plant. With gales a likely and frequent 
component of our weather from now on,  
we want to ensure the security of our new 
plantings.  
There are many elements to consider when 
we plant climbers and I hope to cover some 
of these aspects over the coming issues.  
Clematis is a popular climber to grow, with 
many different ones for year round colour.  
There are two varieties of Clematis cirrhosa 
that flower well this time of the year. These 
are óFrecklesô, a cultivar that has been 
popular for many years and óWisley Creamô.  
These two are also popular with early  
bumble bees. Also, for this time of the year, 
are those from the Forsteri group of New 
Zealand parentage, mostly white. 

 

Jobs of the month 
I would recommend inside jobs, like 
checking, cleaning and sorting pots. Any 
areas you use for potting up will benefit  
from a clean and tidy. Then prepare, if you 
can, for your next task, whatever it is. 

 

Happy wildlife-friendly  
gardening, 
 

Victoria Golding    
(KWT, Wild About Gardens advisor)  

 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 

 



 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

APARTMENT TO LET  
BENALMADENA, SPAIN 

 

Four single beds in two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
kitchen, lounge/diner, TV, internet and aircon. 

Large sunny terrace with two enclosed sunrooms,  
18-hole par-3 golf course, pools, gym, tennis, cafe 

 

Enquiries: Rod 01634 388310  
from Ã300 to £700 per week and cleaning from €60 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

Making the most of your brown bin 

 

Did you know that you can also put your  
confidential shredded paperwork into your 
brown bin for disposal?  
 

- Shredded paper,  
- confidential documents,  
- food soiled paper and cardboard,  
- greasy pizza boxes  
 

All of these can be disposed of in your brown 
bin, along with your waste food, peelings and 
garden waste - fantastic! 
 

Paper is a natural fibre so decomposes to 
make an excellent soil conditioner. That 
means that the contents of your brown bin 
make compost which is used on farm land to 
grow new crops. It also means that shredded 
paper is safely contained within your brown  

 

bin, helping to keep the streets clean.  
To help with this recycling process, please 
can you remove plastic windows from any 
envelopes and the staples from documents. 
 
Litter Lotto - bin it to win it! 
 

Litter? Snap - Bin - Win! 
Medway Council have partnered with  
Litter Lotto to make on-street waste  
disposal fun and easy.  
 

This is a great way to encourage everyone 
in responsible waste disposal when out and 
about. Use óLitter Lottoô and turn using a 
bin into prize time! 
Whether itôs a sweet wrapper, bottle or  
takeaway cup - every bin deposit counts. 
 

1 - download the free Litter Lotto app 
2 - photograph yourself depositing litter in 
any on-street bin 
3 - you're in the prize draw! 
 

Earn rewards and cash prizes just by doing 
the right thing and keeping our streets 
clean! 
 
Historic Homes Retrofit Session 
 

Join the Intra Community Trustôs heritage 
property retrofit event this month, where a 
leading expert will share practical insights 
for retrofitting heritage properties.  
 

Thursday 29th Jan, 6.30pm,  
Vines Church, Rochester 
(free but booking is essential) 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/livemusicevent/
medway-historic-homeowners-retrofit-
project/e-yzqrjx  

Climate Conversations 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Flivemusicevent%2Fmedway-historic-homeowners-retrofit-project%2Fe-yzqrjx/2/0100019bbbf3f2d4-be874738-a95b-4f4e-b85d-7a6a064d8720-000000/WpK7hj10p3A9JGgRmupw9o0mcfxEt2u_VAng6ozRLUs=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Flivemusicevent%2Fmedway-historic-homeowners-retrofit-project%2Fe-yzqrjx/2/0100019bbbf3f2d4-be874738-a95b-4f4e-b85d-7a6a064d8720-000000/WpK7hj10p3A9JGgRmupw9o0mcfxEt2u_VAng6ozRLUs=440
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ticketsource.co.uk%2Flivemusicevent%2Fmedway-historic-homeowners-retrofit-project%2Fe-yzqrjx/2/0100019bbbf3f2d4-be874738-a95b-4f4e-b85d-7a6a064d8720-000000/WpK7hj10p3A9JGgRmupw9o0mcfxEt2u_VAng6ozRLUs=440
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Rainham History 
 

The Howard School cont. 

 

The article of Action Forum (Nov 2025) covering 
the 50th anniversary of The Howard School will, 
Iôm sure, have stirred many memories of former 
studentsô time there, including my own. 
 

To add some further context to E Bartonôs article, 
the Howard School was, indeed, a new school in 
1975 bringing together the former Gillingham 
Grammar School and Rainham Boysô Secondary 
School – a situation brought about in the 1960s by 
the Labour policy to do away with selective 
education, and grammar schools in particular (the 
Education Secretary, Anthony Crossland is reputed 
to have said, ñIf it's the last thing I do, I'm going to 
destroy every ... grammar school in England. And 
Wales and Northern Ireland.ò).  The Howard 
School, therefore, was established as a óbilateralô, 
Grammar-Modern school with both Grammar 
(óAlphaô) and secondary (óAô) streams.  
 

I was at the Grammar School from 1973 before we 
moved to The Howard School. The new Schoolôs 
Board of Governors approved the adoption of the 
Anchorians Association as a óready-madeô Old 
Boysô organisation. The Howard School badge 
includes an anchor and the colour purple, shared 
with the Association to cement the link (the 
Grammar Schoolôs motto was óValet Anchora 
Virtusô – virtue is our anchor).  
Of course, experiences of oneôs school days will 
differ; some will recall them with fondness, while 
others less so.  It is difficult to say which boys had 
the easiest transition but those of  us who moved 
from the Grammar School, located in Third Ave 
(now occupied by Robert Napier) left a school of 
600 for one almost three times bigger, with three 
to four times as many staff and spread across a 
ócampusô of 7 or 8 buildings, many of which had 
been purpose-built for the new school.  
I do not recognise a school ñruled through fearò 
and ñintense authorityò – discipline yes, albeit far  

 

less than that experienced at the Grammar School. 
Nor can I vouch that fellow students were  
subjected to ñcorporate [sic – I presume the  
author means ócorporalô] punishmentsò.  
 

John Hicks, Headmaster of the Grammar School 
since Jan 1963, became The Howardôs first  
Headmaster. At the Grammar School, he was  
often seen walking the corridors in his academic 
gown, speaking to boys and staff and looking into 
classrooms to check all was in order. At The  
Howard, he was more or less invisible, rather like 
a CEO administering a large, multi-faceted  
organisation. He ventured out only to attend the 
occasional lower-, middle- or upper-school  
assembly in their respective buildings (the hall 
was far too small to hold all-school assemblies). 
Despite this, John Hicks sought to inculcate a  
óone schoolô ethos and culture – or at least, thatôs 
what he told our parents as we prepared for the 
move. I am not sure, based on my time at the 
School, whether he achieved this. The fact that 
The Howard was bilateral may have mitigated 
against this objective; in my view, in its early 
years, Mr Hicksôs perception of the new school 
was gilded through the órose-tinted spectaclesô of 
his former Grammar School charges. This was 
most unfair on the former Rainham Secondary 
boys, some of whom I know feel they were  
treated as second-class citizens. 
 

More positively, the bilateral structure allowed 
those boys who may have had an óoff dayô when 
they sat the ó11-plusô or hit their straps a little later 
in their schooling, to transition relatively  
seamlessly and with far less disruption from the  
secondary modern (óAô) to the grammar (óAlphaô) 
band. (I donôt know if any ógrammarô boys ever 
went the other way.) There was no need to change 
schools, and one could keep in touch with oneôs 
friends, including through sport, music and other 
extra-curricular activities. 
 

Yours sincerely, Nigel Fray,  
Hon. Secretary, The Anchorians Association  



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

23rd Jan - óMexicoô with Medway  
Geographical Society, 2pm, URC, Balmoral Rd, ME7 4PU, 
£4,  01634 389916 or vwoollett@hotmail.co.uk 
 

28th Jan – Medway Talk by Prof Aamer Sarfaz of  
Canterbury Christchurch University, on óADHD and ASD: 
Myths and Realityô, 5.30pm, Medway Campus, Rowan 
Williams Court, ME4 4UF, free attendance and parking but 
registration required, www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medway-talks
-universities-at-medway-open-lecture-series-2025-26-tickets
-1916676253269?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

28th Jan - óKentish Smugglersô with Geoff Hufton, £4, 
Millenium Centre, 7pm, 01634 263622  
 

1st Feb - RSPB Medway guided walk, Oare Marshes, 
10am, ME13 0QD, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  

 

7th Feb - Rainham Food and Craft Market, finest quality 
local food and craft produce, The Oast, Granary Close, 
Rainham, 10am-2pm, dog/family friendly  

 

9th Feb - Medway Music Club w Brett Wales,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£10, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 

 

10th Feb onwards – óWhalesô, Rochester Cathedral  
Sculptures by Tessa Campbell Fraser in partnership with 
MESSUMS ORG.   
Mon – Fri, 10-5, Sat – 10-4, Sun – 12-4  
Free admission during the daytime, suitable for all ages,  
 

11th Feb - óWaterwise - the journey of water from source 
to tapô, with East Medway u3a, 2pm, St Paulôs, Parkwood 
ME8 9PN, membership.eastmedway@gmail.com  
 

13th Feb - St Paulôs Drama Group presents óAli Baba and 
the 40 Thievesô, 7.30pm, £9 adults, £6 children,  
Third Ave Community Hall, ME7 2LU,  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/spdg or 
www,stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk 
 

14th Feb - óAli Baba and the 40 Thievesô, 2pm, as above 
 

15th Feb - RSPB Medway guided walk, Hanningfield  
Reservoir, 10am, CM11 1WT, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  

 

17th Feb - RSPB Medway guided walk, Riverside Country 
Park, 9.30am, ME7 2XH, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  

 

17th Feb - óAround the World in 80 Minutesô with Chris 
Collins, RSPB Indoor Talk, Parkwood Community Centre, 
7pm, £4.50, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com  
 

19th Feb - Wigmore and Bredhurst Garden Club talk,  
óPlanting for Beneficial Insectsô with Vanessa Jones, 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Membership £15 per quarter, entrance fee £2,  
Visitors get first visit for free and membership is £10 for 
first quarter, 07531 624679 

 

21st Feb - ôAli Baba and the 40 Thievesô, 2pm and 7.30pm  

 

24th Feb - Tuesday Social Club update on  
óSmile Malawiô by founder Elspeth Baecke, 7.30pm, £4 on 
door, refreshments/raffle, Memorial Hall, School Lane, 
ME9 7ES, 01795 842272 
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25th Feb - óDutch in Medwayô with Steve Bird, £4,  
Millenium Centre, 7pm, 01634 263622 

 

27th Feb - óTheatre Royal, Chathamô with Medway  
Geographical Society, 2pm, URC, Balmoral Rd, ME7 
4PU, £4,  01634 389916 or vwoollett@hotmail.co.uk 
 

27th Feb - Charity Duck Race Night with Gillingham 
Rotary Club, Upchurch Golf Club, includes a 2-course 
supper, 7pm, £20, 01634 220127 or  
thesanfords@screaming.net 
 

28th Feb - Repair Café, Twydall Comm Hub, 10.30-1 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Thurs, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each mth, 
7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephenôs, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, 2pm, last Monday of month, 
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cricket  
Club, 1.45pm, small charge, 01634 616003 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590,  
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every  
2nd/4th Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm,  
07951 629444 
 

Borstal Bowls Club, every Thurs, 6pm, Brambletree, 
Wouldham Rd, ME1 3TN, find us on Facebook 
 

Refresh Coffee Morning at RCF Baptist Church, 
Twydall (ME8 6XE). Every 2nd and 4th Tues of mth,  
Drop in 10.30am-12 noon. All welcome. 
www.rcftwydall.org.uk 
 

Civil Service Bowling Club, situated next to Everlast 
Gyms (previously ROKO), Gillingham Business Park. 
Roll Ups on a Tuesday afternoon starting at 2pm or 
Thursday evenings starting at 6pm  
csbowls@gmail.com or 07598 922059 
 

Detling Short Mat bowls club, three sessions each 
week, 7.30pm Mon, 2 pm on Tues and Fri,  £3 inclu 
refreshments, phone Patricia Ellis on 07919514934. 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

Twydall Village Garden Club, every 2nd Tues of mth, 
7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, £3.50 including  
refreshments. Visiting speakers, demonstrations, raffle, 
quiz, annual Sept show, 01634 853884 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medway-talks-universities-at-medway-open-lecture-series-2025-26-tickets-1916676253269?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medway-talks-universities-at-medway-open-lecture-series-2025-26-tickets-1916676253269?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medway-talks-universities-at-medway-open-lecture-series-2025-26-tickets-1916676253269?aff=oddtdtcreator
http://www.rcftwydall.org.uk/
mailto:csbowls@gmail.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £39 per month 
£105 3 months, paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

EXPERIENCED SEAMSTRESS 
Repairs/Alterations  
Contact 07736 428276 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee 
Bathroom and Kitchen refits 
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website 

 

PIANO LESSONS IN RAINHAM 
Now accepting new students! 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
Contact Liz via website: 
www.willowmusiclessons.co.uk 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings 
Facilities for the Disabled 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking 
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free.  
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 
 

 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery: 
Seat repairs, Foam replacement,   
Michael 07941 227921 

 

AGE UK KENT RIVERS  
Charity Shop in Skinner St, 
Gillingham is reopening. 
If you could volunteer then email 
volunteerrecruitment@ageukkent 
rivers.org.uk or look on our website 
www.ageuk.org.uk/kentrivers/get-
involved/volunteer/volunteer- 
enquiry-form 
The Mackenney Centre also needs 
volunteers on Weds and Fridays. 
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
A womenôs organisation based on 
friendship and service, supporting 
local and overseas charities, usually  
at Upchurch Golf Club for lunch  
and a meeting.  
Interested in joining?  
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

PIANO/FLUTE THEORY LESSONS 
ABRSM & Trinity Guildhall Exams 
01634 312366 
 

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS  
needed to enable Sunburst Books to 
extend hours to 5.30. Please pop  
into shop or call 01634 261643 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates 
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools/sewing 
machines/knitting machines (manual 
or electric) for Africa.  
Trevor Cox, mvw781@gmail.com  

14 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 



 

 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


