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...but the beginning of The Howard, which celebrates 50 years.  
Our youth correspondent interviewed past pupils - find out more on p12  

 

(photo courtesy of  Fred Moore) 

 The end of The Church of England School...  



 

 

Editorial 

 

The weather has certainly become more 
Autumn-like over the last few weeks.  One 
minute I was sitting outside in the September 
sun watching my tomatoes continue to flower 
and grow and the next we were digging out 
the scarves and gloves!  
But the footpaths are full of assorted varieties 
of berries and the nearby fields and shops are 
selling a multitude of coloured pumpkins and 
gourds. The leaves are beginning to change 
colour and there seems to be a bumper conker 
and acorn crop - beauty all around.  
 

On page 12 is an article regarding the 
memories of some men who attended the very 
first years of Howard School. I read it and felt 
immensely sad that this is what they 
remember more than 50 years later.  It stands 
in stark contrast to the memories my daughter 
will have after attending the sixth form there 
recently.  She loved every minute of it and 
had nothing but praise for the dedication and 
interest the staff showed her - evidenced by 
the fantastic results the school now achieves. 
Over the next few months we hope to feature 
stories showing how education has the power 
to shape lives more positively, starting with 
the Howard Academy. If you have memories 
of your time at one of our local schools then 
donôt hesitate to get in touch. 
 

The Year of Art and Music at St Margarets, 
Rainham, continues apace with lots for every 
taste (p5) but we are, inevitably, heading 
towards Christmas, thus the wonderful festive 
concerts and shows begin to fill our pages, 
inviting you to put the humdrum aside for a 
short space of time and be transported to 
some place more magical! 
Enjoy the season, whatever it continues to 
throw our way. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Musical Director Vacancy 
 

Dear Editor, 

Upchurch Choral Soc is a well-established 
SATB choral society of 58 years based in 
Upchurch Sittingbourne Kent, seeking a  
new musical director to lead weekly  
rehearsals and conduct three main concerts 
annually, starting in February 2026.  
Our repertoire spans classical works, folk 
arrangements, and seasonal music.  
We have around 30 members and rehearse  
on Friday evenings from 7.45-9.15. 
 

We welcome applications from experienced 
conductors with strong communication  
skills, a collaborative spirit, and a 
commitment to inclusive music-making.  
The role is remunerated, with negotiable  
rates based on experience. 
 

To apply or request further details, please 
contact Liz Walters (Secretary) by 7th Nov: 
kbl.walters@talk21.com  
 
Rainham Bereavement Gp Anniversary 
 

We celebrate 20 years with a lunch and past 
members are welcome to join us - ring Julie  
on 01634 364309  
 
Tai Chi Lessons in Hempstead 
We are a very friendly group, mostly aged 
between 70 and 85.  Beneficial to our 
flexibility and balance, we meet every Tues, 
12.15pm at Scout Hall, Hempstead. 
A free taster session is available for novices 
and experienced alike.   
Lin 07710 406154 
 
A Christmas Carol - Oasthouse Theatre 
 

The Charles Dickens holiday classic comes  
to life as a live 1940s radio broadcast, 
complete with vintage commercials and the 
magic of live sound effects and musical 
underscoring. A handful of actors bring  
dozens of characters to the stage, as the 
familiar story unfolds: Three ghosts take 
Ebenezer Scrooge on a thrilling journey to 
teach him the true meaning of Christmas.  
 
 

 
Next issue : Nov 26th, 2025 
Copy date : Nov 17th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

 
 

A live radio play, adapted by Joe Landry as a 
charming take on a family favourite that will 
leave no one saying ñBah Humbug!ò 
 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham 
6th, 7th,8th, 13th, 14th, 15th Nov @ 8pm 
Matinee on Sat 15th Nov @ 4pm 
 

Book tickets at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk  
or phone 0333 666 3366 
 
Christmas Bonanza 
 

Bredhurst Church Charity Shop will begin 
their annual bonanza on Wed 3rd Dec.  It will 
run every Wed and Sat (upto and including 
20th Dec) from 1.30-3.30pm. 
 

All of our best gift stock will be on sale at 
bargain prices as will hyacinth, daffodil & 
crocus bulbs, together with home-made 
jams, marmalade & chutney.   
A Grand Raffle is drawn on Sat 20th.  
Grab yourself some bargains - we are to be 
found at the rear of Bredhurst Village Hall, 
ME7 3JZ.  
Shop manager: June Rosemary Cox, BEM; 
telephone 07842216116/01634268544. 
 
Upchurch Choral Society Christmas  
 

Sunday 7th Dec, 7.30pm, £12 cash on door 
St Maryôs, Upchurch 
A festive mix of music and audience participation! 
 

A festive mix of music and participation! 

 

Are you organising the Christmas 
advertising at your local church? 
 

If so, Action Forum would like to hear from 
you.   
We will run a page in our next edition,  
listing all the local services and events.  This  
is free of charge as many people love to  
attend the wide variety of church activities 
which run over the Christmas period. 
 

Our copy date is Nov 17th so we need any 
details before that.  
Contact us on: Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
 
Bikes for Africa 
 

Annual collection of unloved/unwanted  
bikes to be sent to Africa to change lives.  

 

25th October 9am to 3pm  
Lock Meadow Market, Barker Street,  
Maidstone. ME16 8SF 9am to 3 pm  
 

Festival of Remembrance 
 

Join us for a concert to commemorate 
Remembrance, the end of World War 2 and  
the 85th anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
and Dunkirk.  
1st Nov, 6pm, Rochester Cathedral  
(second oldest cathedral in England)  
 

Visit Eventbrite to book tickets  
 
óForever Eltonô tribute at St Matthewôs 
 

Advanced notice for 6th Dec, 6.30pm 

https://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit qualityé  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

[ŀŘƛŜǎ hƴƭȅ .ŀŘƳƛƴǘƻƴ 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ н - пǇƳ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнǇƳ 
CǊƛŘŀȅ млŀƳ - мнΦолǇƳ 
¾5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 
Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 

Call лмсоп ртнмут 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

St. Margaretôs Rainham Arts 
 

Sat 1st Nov - Flash (Queen Tribute Act) 
Fri 14th Nov - The Littlest Yak (familyshow)  
Fri 21st Nov - NôFlay Kouyate (musician) 

 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts  
or e-mail: events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
GOSH Fundraising Craft/Gift Fayre 
 

Saturday 25th Oct, 10.30am til 12.30pm 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,  
 

Contact: Paula 07930 595856 for more info. 
 
Tuesday Social Club  

 

An insightful talk from WWI  
óFinding Captain Kesby - the mystery of a 
Buffs officerôs burialô with Mick Mills 
 

Tues 28th October, 7.30pm 
Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower  
Halstow, ME9 7ES 
£4 on door (refreshments/raffle included) 
Liz - 01795 842272 
 
Friends of St Mary's AGM and Talk 
 

óThe Green Man: Myth and Realityô  
by Imogen Corrigan 
 

Thurs 30th October, 7pm  
St Mary's Church, Upchurch 
£5 (cash on door or book online) 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-
the-virgin-upchurch-fosm 

 

Craft Fair with the Rainham Evening WI  
 

Saturday 8th November , 9.30am - 1pm  
St Paulôs Church, Parkwood (free parking) 
 

Crafts, art work, plants, jigsaws, cakes and 
jams, wooden goods, refreshments and 
homemade cakes available to get you ready 
for Christmas! 
 
Medway Repair Caf®   
 

8th November 
Rochester Community Hub, 10.30am - 1pm 

    

 Can You Help Us? 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   
  It is much appreciated.   

  If you think you can help with any of the   
  following roads then please contact Anne:   
  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham  
  Batsman Estate, just off Berengrave La. 
  All roads, total round 140, (takes under an    
  hour to deliver) 
   

   Wakeley Rd - 122-192 (59) 
  Solomon Rd (Station Rd-Scott Ave) and  
  Old Orchard (61) 
  Langdale Close (105)(50ï55 mins) 
  Temp cover for Moor Park Cl (90) 
      

  Lower Rainham 
  Ten Acre estate: Ten Acre Rd (86),  
  Burrstock Way (58), Bythorne Ct (12),  
  Caldecote Cl (7), Clover Lay (10),  
  Shorefields (83)...total 256 or can be split 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-the-virgin-upchurch-fosm
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-the-virgin-upchurch-fosm


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 

A Million Reasons to Volunteer     (E Barton) 
 

Having had the opportunity of volunteering 
for a week at óSunburst Booksô, I canôt  
recommend the shop enough to those  
wanting to experience the true community 
aspect of living in, or even visiting,  
Rainham.  Myself and a friend attended the 
charity bookstore through a school ówork 
experienceô placement at our school, not 
knowing what to expect from our weekôs 
volunteering - we left with valuable skills, a 
great deal of friendly encounters, and the 
craft of making the perfect cup of tea!  
Having never experienced a working  
environment outside of education, I was  
apprehensive as to whether I could properly 
fulfil the role I was going to have. However, 
these doubts were quickly put to rest upon 
meeting the incredibly welcoming staff and 
volunteers within the store.  They never  
hesitated to offer a helping hand when  
needed, teaching us how to categorise books 
and work behind the till with kindness and 
patience. Before long, we felt completely at 
ease with our roles and found ourselves  
excited to turn up for work in the mornings. 
In such a friendly environment, we had the 
perfect opportunity to develop skills which 
are necessary and essential when learning 
how to adjust to the community around us. 
Time management, communication and  
managing money all seem simple at first 
glance, yet are best learnt when physically 
taught - and volunteering within Sunburst  
did just that!   
Communication, in particular, is a valued 
lesson from my time at Sunburst; being able 
to interact with the friendly faces of the  pub-
lic and hear their stories was something I 
deeply enjoyed. Learning names of regular 
visitors and talking about their choice in 

 

books helped me understand how important 
the shop truly is to the local residents. 
Sunburst is more than just a charity book 
store, it encapsulates community. As well as 
providing a multitude of books, DVDs and 
CDs to suit the needs of every customer, the 
shop provides the opportunity for  
guaranteed friendly interaction - something 
which unfortunately seems to be decreasing 
in the local area. For this reason, whether it 
be to volunteer, purchase a new book or, 
even, for a quick browse on your way to or 
from the train station, I urge you to pop into 
Sunburst Books - it wonôt disappoint!  
 
Rainham Historical Society 
 

4th Wed of the month, 7pm, Millenium 
Centre, Rainham, £4, visitors welcome 
 

26th Nov - The Pilgrims and their influence 
on Sittingbourne with Richard Emmett 
Contact Olwen OôDowd - 01634 263622 
 
óMr Macabreôs Innô - Murder Mystery  
 

Join Friends of St Maryôs and Alternate 
Shadows at Upchurch Village Hall 
 

Sat 8th November, doors open at 7pm 

Tables of up to 6 people, £12 per person 
 

www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-
the-virgin-upchurch-fosm  
or message 07729630128 
 

A Christmas Carol  - a live radio play 
adapted by Joe Landry Oasthouse Theatre, 
Rainham 6.7.8.13.14.15 November @ 8pm  
Matinee on Sat 15 November @ 4pm Book 
tickets at www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk  

Action Forum is part of  
Rainham Community Projects CIC,  

along with Sunburst Books in Station Road. 
Any profits generated help local good causes. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-the-virgin-upchurch-fosm
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/friends-of-st-mary-the-virgin-upchurch-fosm
http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

October in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

Last month I mentioned that my friendôs 
Magnolia x soulangeana had produced seeds 
but I hadnôt looked at our Spring-flowering 
magnolia, M. stellata.  As I passed it the other 
day, I found it was covered in orange fruits.  
This turned out to be the capsule which 
contained the black seed.  We have had this 
plant for over 25 years yet never seen fruit 
before.  It turns out that this year is a mast 
year, when there is an abundance of fruit and 
seeds generated by plants.  There is a belief 
that this phenomenon foretells a hard winter 
though is really reflecting the abundance of 
sun and rain at the right time for the plants.  
Still, it will be interesting to see what  
happens this winter so keep collecting your 
garden seeds!  
The autumn bulbs delight me with their 
shockingly bright colours at a time when 
much of the garden is a bit drab - the idea 
when they were planted.  Especially pleasing 
are the Autumn crocus.  Our variety is  
Crocus speciosus, a lovely light purple colour 
looking too delicate to have survived! 
 

Shrub of the month 
 

Always on the hunt for winter colour, I came 
across Mahonia ñSoft Caressò, a short shrub 
with soft leaflets and yellow, fragrant flowers,  

 

in common with many Mahonias.  It is  
gracing the pot in the Pot Garden, until my 
winter pruning and thinning is completed, 
when it can then go into the area for shrubs.  
Fully grown, it shouldnôt be taller than 1.2m, 
giving interest to the bed as many of our 
shrubs are tall. 

 

Job of the month 
 

As well as continuing work on the borders 
(very slow due to sheer laziness) the ponds  
are crying out for attention with brooklime, 
water mint and bogbean being most invasive!  
If ever sorted, pruning and removing some 
shrubs is a necessity.  I feel reluctant to 
suggest jobs your garden would benefit from 
but, this is the time to start collecting leaves  
to make wonderful leaf mould.  If no  
dedicated area for it, use black plastic sacks,  
tie the tops, spike with a fork and give them  
a shake every now and then. Check they 
remain damp and, in a year or so, instant 
heaven! 
 

Kent Wildlife Trust works tirelessly restore 
habitats and reverse species decline.  Please 
support our work through donating to Kent 
Wildlife Trustôs Restoration Fund 
at: www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 
 

Happy Wildlife Gardening,  

Victoria Golding    
(KWT, Wild About Gardens volunteer)  
 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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A Walk to Hartlip - 7km circular     (A James)  
 

From the A2, walk up Mierscourt Rd past 
Oastview. Turn into Bramling Way, pass 
Endeavour Dr and into Challenger Cl. Turn 
right into Beata Gdns - footpath GB12 is to the 
right of the garage for No: 19. Take this to 
Meresborough Rd, turn right and shortly the 
path continues to the side of the next field 
through a shaded tunnel of trees. Once the 
wooded area opens out, the path reaches a T 
junction. Turn right onto path GB13 and 
through a fenced area between fields.  
Turn left onto GB12A which crosses a field 
diagonally to South Bush La. Go over the stile, 
cross the lane and continue through a gate into 
a field of Christmas trees. At the opposite end 
of the field, another gate leads to a further field 
of Christmas trees. Cross this diagonally to 
Spade La where the path continues, once more, 
on the opposite side of the road through a 
wooded area to the side of a house.  
Once past the house, walk through the field 
towards the hedge at the far end - a gap takes 
you into an orchard of fruit trees. Continue 
diagonally towards Dane La, turn right and 
walk along the lane for around 25m then carry 
straight on through the orchards on the 
opposite side towards Hartlip Church.  
The footpath continues to the right of the 
church and leads out into The Street. Turn right 
and walk along - Hollow La to your left.  
(At this point, if in need of refreshments, a 
short walk down Hollow La leads to the Rose  
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

& Crown pub.) 
At the village hall take the road through the 
car park, to the right beside some allotments. 
At the end head diagonally left, across the 
ploughed field towards Place La. There,  
turn right and follow the road past Dane La  
to your right where Place La becomes 
Meresborough La.  
Pass Yaugher La on your left, Spade La 
(Roman Villas on your left)  South Bush La 
on your right (apple boxes piled high in the 
orchard).  
At Meresborough Hamlet, the former  
Bryony Schl will be ahead at the crossroads. 
Take footpath GB13 to your right through  
the orchards and then through a variety of 
vegetation around you. This path turns at a 
right angle twice then continues between  
the fields.  
Path GB12A is to your right but carry  
straight on where the path turns sharply left 
towards Meresborough Rd. Cross the road 
and walk slightly right to join the footpath 
towards Mierscourt Rd. When you get to  
the point you joined at Beata Gdns you can 
take the path right into Moor Park Cl  
through to the A2, either by following the 
road to the right or keeping to the footpath  
to the left of number 41 by the garages.  
A short walk along the A2 takes you back to 
the start and Mierscourt Rd. 
 

See website for map and photos of route: 
www.rainham-history.co.uk/walks 

https://www.rainham-history.co.uk/walks


 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
C9a![9 t!Lb¢9w ϧ 59/hw!¢hw 
CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ wŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ WƻŀƴƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ  
!Ǌǘ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  

ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƴƻ ƻōƭƛƎŀǝƻƴ ǉǳƻǘŀǝƻƴ 
  

ƻƴ лтфпу лнррру ƻǊ лмсоп ороллл 
ǿǿǿΦŀǊǘŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦŎƻƳ 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Climate Conversations 
 

Protect our Orchards!  

 

Rainham has good land which 
grows wonderful fruit but the 
current plans are to root up the 
orchards and use the land for 
housing.  
To make your voice heard, please contact:  
www.tinyurl.com/orchards25   

 
  Halloweôen is coming 
 

  Make this Halloween full of    
 treats, not tricks, with our  
 sustainable tips: 
 
 

 

1. Real pumpkins make fantastic decorations, 
but the insides can also make a tasty treat. 
How about baking a seasonal pumpkin pie or 
roasting the leftover pumpkin seeds?  
 

2. Once your pumpkin has scared away all  
óevil spiritsô, how about upcycling it as a bird 
feeder?  
This will provide food for birds whilst adding 
a seasonal touch to your garden. 
 

3. Pumpkin past its best?  
Pop it into your food waste to be recycled into 
compost.  

 

Rainham Town Centre  
Partnership Meeting 
 

By the time you read this, the fourth  
Rainham Town Centre Partnership  
meeting will have taken place. 
These meetings give local residents the 
chance to be involved in helping Medway 
improve our town centre.   
 

On this occasion,  they looked at the new  
feasibility study, considered the next steps 
in the forth-coming action plan, listened to 
an update from Kent Police and a  
conservation area appraisal. 
A lot went on, including discussing this 
yearôs Rainham Christmas event. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If this is the kind of meeting you would be  
interested in attending then keep your eyes 
peeled for emails from Medway Matters.  
Tickets are required for the events but they 
are free on Eventbrite. 
 

Lots of decisions are often made on our 
behalf, some we like and many we donôt - 
why not get a bit more involved and have 
the opportunity to have your say!  
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Rainham History      (E Barton) 
 

The Howard school was originally built in 
1975 after the reconstruction of the previous 
school óRainham Secondary School for 
Boysô. This year it is celebrating its 50th 
anniversary and members of the schoolôs 
initial intake upon opening have provided me 
with an insight into what the school was like 
in its earliest days.  
 

Many boys joining The Howard came from 
much smaller village schools, often 
facilitating around only 90 students, so faced 
great anxiety surrounding their move to The 
Howard: only intensified by the lack of 
preparation from the school.  
Not visiting the school until their first day 
and then being met with debris and rubble 
left from the ongoing construction caused 
many boys to question what their time in the 
Howard would be like, and they quickly 
found out.  
According to those initial students, the school 
ñruled through fearò and often inflicted 
corporate punishments, sometimes even 
physical, upon students who went against the 
harsh regimes. 
Students were separated based on academic 
ability with those deemed more óadvancedô 
creating the óAlphaô stream.  This group was 
treated with superiority and respect. 
For those excluded from this group, life at 
The Howard seemed to be made a deal more 
difficult. With a school described to be more 
focused on ñcrowd controlò rather than 
impactful teaching, many boys found 
themselves resenting education as a whole.  
Obscuring the view of any window which  

overlooked the neighbouring school for  
girls felt like a controlled attempt to stop 
young boys socialising with girls their own 
age. The school was proud of having the 
longest academic day of any school in Kent  
(8:35am to 3:50pm) but some felt it to be a 
further method to ensure no mixing between 
students from the respective schools.  
 

However, amidst this intense authority, a 
small respite was enjoyed around Christmas 
1979 when Pink Floyd topped the charts  
with óAnother brick in the wallô, and the  
lyrics ówe don't need no educationô echoed 
around the school corridors: much to the  
delight of the teachers!  
Reflecting on his favourite memories from 
the Howard school, one past student recalled 
the day of final exams. In particular, he  
remembers setting his school blazer alight 
with a group of friends, just outside of the 
school gates, whilst under the watchful eyes 
of onlooking teachers; which was perhaps 
symbolic of his time at the school as a  
whole.  
When asked what he wishes has changed 
about the school over its fifty years, he  
stated that he hopes students are treated  
with dignity and respect.  
 

Whilst it is inevitable that the school has 
changed considerably in the last 50 years,  
its reputation remains tainted in the memory 
of some students who witnessed its  
unconventional origins.   
 

Perhaps other readers have different  
memories?  Were you one of the óalphaô 
stream? Maybe you thrived on your time 
there? Do let us know... 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

25th Oct - Great Ormond Street Childrenôs Hospital Craft 
and Gift Fayre, 10.30am, Howard Hall, Wigmore 
 

26th Oct - RSPB Medway guided walk, Dungeness, 10am, 
TN29 9PN, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

28th Oct - An insightful talk from WW1 with Mick Mills, 
Memorial Hall, School La, Lower Hôstow, 7.30pm, £4, (p5)  
 

30th Oct - óThe Green Man: Myth and Realityô by  
Imogen Corrigan, St Maryôs, Upchurch, 7pm, £5pp, (p5) 
 

1st Nov - Rainham Food and Craft Market, The Oast,  
Granary Close, Rainham, 10am-2pm, dog/family friendly 
 

1st Nov - Festival of Remembrance, Rochester Cathedral, 
6pm, Eventbrite for tickets 

 

1st Nov - ôFlashô Queen Tribute Act, St Margaretôs,  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts 
 

6th-8th Nov - A Christmas Carol live radio play, 8pm, 
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, (see p3) 
 

8th Nov - Rainham Evening WI Craft Fair, 9.30am-1pm,  
St Paulôs, Parkwood 
 

8th Nov - Repair Café, Rochester Comm Hub, 10.30-1 
 

8th Nov - Mr Macabreôs Inn Murder Mystery, Upchurch 
Village Hall, 7pm, £12pp, tables upto 6, (p7 for more) 
 

10th Nov - Medway Music Club w Elizabeth Harrison, 
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£10, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

12th Nov - óBrussels Sprouts to Tangerinesô Christmas 
Stories, East Medway u3a, 2pm, St Paulôs, Parkwood, £3,  
contact Daisy at membership.eastmedway@gmail.com  
 

13th-15th Nov - A Christmas Carol live radio play, 8pm, 
matinee at 4pm on 15th, Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, (p3) 
 

14th Nov - The Littlest Yak family show, St Margaretôs, 
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts 
 

16th Nov - BWAG Woodland Task Day clearing Primrose 
Banks, meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments at 9.45am 
(ME7 3JZ), dress for work and weather, bring refreshments, 
all volunteers welcome, 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.uk 
 

19th Nov - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  
 

19th Nov - BWAG Club Night, óExploring Britainôs  
Mammalsô with Simon Ginnaw, 7.30pm, Blacksmithôs 
Barn, Bôhurst, ME7 3JU, 07772 920359/info@bwag.org.uk 
 

21st Nov - NôFlay Kouyate (musician), St Margaretôs,  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts 
 

22nd Nov - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, 11am-3pm, 
Hempstead Village hall and All Saints Church 
 

22nd Nov - Rochester Choral Society Autumn Concert, 
6pm, St Margaretôs Church, Rainham, £20pp, students and 
children £1, book at tickets@rochesterchoral.co.uk 
 

25th Nov - Tuesday Social Club Christmas Social, 7.30pm, 
Memorial Hall, School La, Lower Halstow, £4,  
01795 842272 
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Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

26th Nov - óThe Pilgrims and their influence on  
Sittingbourneô talk with Richard Emmett, £4, Millenium 
Centre, 7pm, 01634 263622,  

 

28th Nov - óThe Yalding Floodsô with Medway  
Geographical Society, 2pm, URC, Balmoral Rd, ME7 
4PU, £4,  01634 389916 or vwoollett@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Rainham Health Walk, every Wed, 10.30am  
St Margaretôs, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  
 

Gillingham Inner Wheel, Womenôs organisation based 
on friendship and service, supporting local and overseas 
charities, two Tues a month, Upchurch Golf Club  
chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk for more details. 
 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist Gp,  
last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, Wigmore, 
01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 

 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 

 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fri AM, 
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

See My Voice Song Signing using sign language (BSL)  
Every Monday, Rainham Social Club, Station Rd,  
Ages 10+, 6-8pm, £3 pp, learn sign language through  
the power of music 
 

Upchurch Choral Society, St Maryôs, every Fri, 
7.45pm, contact Liz on 01634 361897 or 
kbl.walters@talk21.com 
 

Rainham Historical Society, St Margaretôs Millenium 
Centre, 4th Wed of mth (Sept-April), £4, 01634 263622 
 

St Matthewôs Place of Welcome, Thurs informal  
drop-in, 10am, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Howard  
Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra 01634 362662  
 

Bredhurst Art Group, each Thurs, 1.00-3.15pm,  
contact Barbara on 07974 205656   
 

Bredhurst Garden Club, 3rd Thurs each mth, £2 
1.45pm, Howard Memorial Hall,  
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, 07791 781910 

mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

EXPERIENCED SEAMSTRESS 
Repairs/Alterations  
Contact 07736 428276 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee 
Bathroom and Kitchen refits 
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website 

 

PIANO LESSONS IN RAINHAM 
Now accepting new students! 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
Contact Liz via website: 
www.willowmusiclessons.co.uk 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings 
Facilities for the Disabled 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking 
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free.  
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

BARBER AND EXPERIENCED 
BEARD TRIMMER required for 
home visits in Rainham area. 
Call 07835 859846 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
childrenôs activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 

 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery: 
Seat repairs, Foam replacement,   
Michael 07941 227921 

 

AGE UK KENT RIVERS  
Charity Shop in Skinner St, 
Gillingham is reopening. 
If you could volunteer then email 
volunteerrecruitment@ageukkent 
rivers.org.uk or look on our website 
www.ageuk.org.uk/kentrivers/get-
involved/volunteer/volunteer- 
enquiry-form 
The Mackenney Centre also needs 
volunteers on Weds and  Fridays. 
 

GILLINGHAM INNER WHEEL 
A womenôs organisation based on 
friendship and service, supporting 
local and overseas charities, usually  
at Upchurch Golf Club for lunch  
and a meeting.  
Interested in joining?  
Contact chrislmorris648@gmail.com 
 

PIANO/FLUTE THEORY LESSONS 
ABRSM & Trinity Guildhall Exams 
01634 312366 
 

HAIR BY SUE 
Professional Mobile Hairdresser 
Competitive rates  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
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DAVID WHITE 
Boilercare  

 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 Å All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 Å Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 Å Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 Å 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

 
FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 



 

 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

WhIb ²9Lw 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


