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These Prefabs were built between  
Bredhurst Road and Wigmore Road in the late 1940s.  

Find out more on p12  

 

(photo courtesy of  Vincent  Wilson) 

 Prefabs in Fairview Avenue  



 

 

Editorial 

 

After the relative calm of summer, the traffic 
seems back with a vengeance with road works 
complicating matters further, particularly 
around Lower Rainham Road once more. It 
would be interesting to see how many car 
journeys are essential or whether we can all 
help alleviate congestion by using alternative 
methods occasionally.  
New ‘School Streets’ are being rolled out this 
month for both Fairview and St Margaret’s. 
Medway Council obviously think the existing 
schemes have been a success so we will see 
whether the new ones reduce traffic problems 
or just push the issues into surrounding roads. 
It seems somewhat harsh that residents in 
certain roads will be unable to have visitors 
during these times with access only via 
restricted roads. From historic copies of 
Action Forum, traffic around schools was a 
problem in the 1970s too, coinciding with 
reorganisation of local education provision.  
 

We’ve been informed that it’s the 50th 
anniversary of the Howard School opening so 
are planning an article for our next edition. If 
you have any memories of your time there 
please do get in touch.  
 

The Rainham Community Awards took place 
in Sept, with inspiring stories from local 
people making efforts to improve our area. 
Leigh Academy won Wild About Rainham, 
MAAR won Health, Wellbeing & Activity, 
Twydall Community Kitchen was Volunteer 
of the Year, Alan Benz was Neighbour of the 
Year and Rivermead EPR won the Evolving 
Eco category. Little Big Events won Rainham 
Creative, Joshua Wood was the Unsung Hero 
and Business of the Year was Southern Print 
Services. The full list of winners can be found 
here rainham-history.co.uk/rca  

Letters to the Editor 
 

Re Levan Strice Woods (Aug edition) 
 

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for publishing an article on  
Levan Strice woods. Since the early 1990’s,  
a volunteer group has worked at the woods, 
keeping the footpaths clear and tidying  
litter from the site.  
 

The group was set up by some local  
residents who wanted to protect and  
enhance local natural spaces at a time when 
there was increased threat from residential 
developments in Wigmore.  They were  
aware of the varied species of flora and  
fauna including native bluebells, wood 
anemones and dog violets.   
The group was supported initially by Dave 
and later by Simon, rangers from Medway 
Council and was able to do larger scale  
work such as coppicing, laying hardcore to 
improve the paths (with the help of the  
Royal Engineers) and building a fence 
between the meadow by the library car park 
and the woods.  
 

The volunteers won local environmental 
awards on a number of occasions, presented 
by well-known faces such as Bill Oddie, 
David Bellamy, Ian McCaskill and John 
Craven.  The prize monies were put towards 
more tools so the work could continue.   
 

Today, we are a small group, with 2 of the 
existing volunteers still turning out to do 
tasks, meeting on the 4th Saturday of the 
month from March to October. There is less 
work to do now but we hope that our efforts  
to keep the woods tidy, benefit nature and  
the local residents. 
 

Kind regards, Rebecca Meade 
 

**  I did do a search online for Leven Strice volunteers 
when preparing the article but couldn't find any 
information about them. I assumed they were disbanded 
in the 1990s so its good to hear that they continue their 
work. Andy James 
 

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club 
 

Dear Editor,  
Our club has now returned following the 
summer break.  We meet every Monday 

 
Next issue : Oct 22nd, 2025 
Copy date : Oct 13th, 2025 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

afternoon at 2pm in the Howard Memorial 
Hall, Woodside, welcoming anyone over 50. 
You are welcome to come along, make new 
friends, have a natter over refreshments and 
play a few games of bingo - all for less than 
£3. 
If interested, give me a call - 01634 362662 
Thanks, Hannah Hendra 
 
Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Teas 
 

"We Serve" is the motto of Lions Clubs 
International. Gillingham Lions Club looks 
forward to serving you once again at our 
annual Harvest Tea Party on Sun 12th Oct.  
 

Join us for entertainment by Trevor Styles at  
St Margaret’s Millenium Hall, 3.30 - 6pm 
 

If you are elderly or simply lonely, you are 
very welcome.  Transport can be arranged.  
To apply for an invitation, ring Brenda on 
01634 379062.  

 

We very much look forward to greeting old 
and new friends again this year! 
 
Bloors Wharf history 
 

Dear Editor,  
My name is Derek Collins. When I first left 
school, I went to work at Bloors Wharf.  
Three brothers were the owners - Arther, Eric 
and Howard. Ships came to be scrapped but 
other ships would come in to load steel for 
Germany, the metal coming by lorries from 
Chatham docks. When they sold the company, 

I went to the London & Rochester Trading 
Shipping Co (LRTS), based in Rochester,  
who then became Cresent Shipping.  
If you would like further information about 
Bloors Wharf, I am happy to be contacted.  
 

Rgds Derek Collins (ex Master) 
 
Murder Mystery in Upchurch! 
 

Dear Editor, we would like to invite your 
readers to join the Friends of St Mary’s and 
Alternate Shadows as they present:  
 

‘Mr Macabre’s Inn’. 
 

Saturday 8th Nov, 7pm, Upchurch VH, 
£12pp, tables of upto 6 
 

07729 630128 or www.ticketsource.co.uk/
friends-of-st-mary-the-virgin-upchurch-fosm 
 
Tuesday Social Club 
 

Dear Editor,  
On Tuesday 28th October, Mick Mills will 
give an insightful talk focusing on WW1:  
 

‘Finding Capt Kesby - the mystery of a Buffs 
officer’s burial’ 
 

Join us at 7.30pm, Memorial Hall, Lower 
Halstow, £4 on door - 01795 842272 
 
Rainham Bereavement Gp Anniversary 
 

We celebrate 20 years with a lunch and past 
members are welcome to join us - ring Julie  
on 01634 364309  



 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12pm 

Friday 10am - 12.30pm 
£5 per session 

Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 
Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 

Call 01634 572187 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

 

House, garden, sheds, builderôs rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community  

St. Margaretôs Rainham Arts 
 

Fri 3rd Oct - Noble Jacks (band) 
Fri 24th Oct - The Bookshop Band   
Sat 25th Oct - Mr Sleepy Bum (family play) 

 

To book tickets or find more details, visit:  
rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts or e-mail: 
events@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
 
Gillingham Lions - come join us  
 

We have served Gillingham, Rainham and 
district for 55 years, supporting numerous 
local charity appeals, hospital projects, youth 
groups, hundreds of families in need and 
Lions-initiated projects.  We have annually 
delighted thousands of children for over 30 
yrs bringing Father Christmas to them! 
www,gillinghamlionsclub.org.uk 
 
Help Required for GOSH Fundraiser! 
 

Stallholders are needed for our annual craft/
gift fayre in aid of Great Ormond Street.  
 

Saturday 25th Oct, 10.30am til 12.30pm 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside,  
 

Contact: Paula 07930 595856 
 
60 Years of St Matthewôs, Drewery Drive 
 

‘Good Gnus’ - comedy trio from Canterbury. 
4th Oct, 2025, 6.15pm,  
£12.50 pp, wine and nibbles included. 
 

Tickets can be bought online from 
www.eventbrite.com/search/the Good Gnus 
or from St. Matthews after Sunday service. 

Craft Fair with the Rainham Evening WI  
 

Saturday 8th November , 9.30am - 1pm  
St Paul’s Church, Parkwood (free parking) 
 

Crafts, art work, plants, jigsaws, cakes and 
jams, wooden goods, refreshments and 
homemade cakes available to get you ready 
for Christmas! 

    

 Can You Help Us? 

  

  We appreciate all who  
  volunteer to deliver for us.   
  It is much appreciated.   

  If you think you can help with any of the   
  following roads then please contact Anne:   
  07791 585998 

   

   Rainham  
  Batsman Estate, just off Berengrave La. 
  All roads, total round 140, (takes under an    
  hour to deliver) 
  Solomon Rd (Station Rd-Scott Ave) and  
  Old Orchard (61), Wimborne (24),  
  Sunningdale Dr and Gdns (51) 
  Langdale Close (105)(50–55 mins) 
  Temp cover for Moor Park Cl (90) 
  Tufton Rd (132) 
    

  Lower Rainham 
  Ten Acre estate: Ten Acre Rd (86),  
  Burrstock Way (58), Bythorne Ct (12),  
  Caldecote Cl (7), Clover Lay (10),  
  Shorefields (83)...total 256 or can be split 
   

   Wigmore 
  Wigmore Rd (top half) (100),  
  Fowler Cl (16) 
  Durham Rd (66), Lancaster Cl (7),  
  Zillah Gdns (11), Springvale (50).  

https://www.eventbrite.com/search


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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Community continued... 

Need a lift?  HANDS Gillingham is here! 
 

Getting to and from medical appointments 
can be a real challenge, especially for those 
who are older, vulnerable or infirm.  
Thankfully, HANDS Gillingham has been 
lending practical support since 1984.  
As a registered charity (No. 290169), we continue 
to thrive thanks to our dedicated volunteers 
and a small but passionate Board of Trustees. 
Our aim is to help residents of Rainham and 
Gillingham get to the GP, hospital, dentist 
etc. safely and comfortably. Our volunteer 
drivers offer door-to-door assistance with a 
smile. 
 

How our service works: 
Once your appointment is confirmed, call 
our Transport Desk on 07845 624468,  
Mon to Fri, between 9:30am and 12:30pm. 
Our coordinator will match you with a driver 

ŀƴŘ you’ll receive a call within a few days 
with your driver’s name and collection time. 
In most cases, your driver will wait and bring 
you home once your appointment is done. 
For longer visits (over two hours), they’ll 
pop back later to collect you. 
 

Costs are kept affordable: 
There is a £2 administration fee then 50p per 
mile (measured from the driver’s home). 
You simply pay the driver at the end of the 
journey, typically: 
Rainham to Medway Hospital return - £10  
Rainham to Maidstone Hospital return - £20 
Rainham to Benenden Hospital return - <£50  
 

“Amazing service. What would we do without you?” 

 

“I really appreciate your expert help and kindness.” 
“Thank you so much for your patience and 
understanding.” 
 

If you, or someone you know, could use a 
helping hand, don’t hesitate to reach out.  
One phone call can make a difference. 
 
Rainham Historical Society 
 

4th Wed of the month, 7pm, Millenium 
Centre, Rainham, £4 entry, visitors welcome 
 

Schedule for Autumn 2025 
22nd Oct - History of the Red Arrow with Guy Bartlett 
26th Nov - The Pilgrims and their influence on 
Sittingbourne with Richard Emmett 
10th Dec - The Victoria Palace with Dean Caston  
 

Contact Olwen O’Dowd - 01634 263622 
 
Hartlip Singers óAutumn Serenadeô 
 

An evening of classic favourites from stage, 
screen, pop and opera, fundraising for 
Friends of Hartlip Church: 

 

Sun 12th Oct, 5pm, £10pp, under 18’s free, 
wine and nibbles inc. 
St Michael and All Angels Church, Hartlip 
 
Gillingham Lions Autumn Quiz     
 

Fri 17th Oct, 7.15pm, £6pp,  
BYO nibbles, max 8 per table 

Millennium Hall, Rainham 
Contact Pat on 07774 310632 to book.  
 
Upchurch Choral Society Christmas  
 

Sunday 7th Dec, 7.30pm, £12 cash on door 
St Mary’s, Upchurch 
A festive mix of music and audience participation! 

New Book Club for Rainham 
 

Would you like to join a friendly book 
club right here in Rainham? We're 
looking for enthusiastic readers who 
want to attend. 
Whether you love discussing books, discovering 
new reads, or meeting fellow book lovers, weôd 
love to hear from you.  
 

Interested? Contact Luke on 07599 745097 or 
lukefoord@live.co.uk to find out more! 

Action Forum is part of  
Rainham Community Projects CIC,  

along with Sunburst Books in Station Road. 
Any profits generated help local good causes. 

§ũĬНÅċŔŰőċůНÂŔĦƣƨƖĲН7ŸŸťƚ 
 

EċĦőНĤŸŸťНőċƚНΠΥНƓċŊĲƚНŸŉНŸƨƖНũŸĦċũНőŔƚƣŸƖǃЯНƽŔƣőН
ċƖŸƨŰĬНΝΡΜНƓőŸƣŸƚНċŰĬНĦċƓƣŔŸŰƚЮН 
ÅĲƓƖŔŰƣƚНŸŉНċũũНΟНƻŸũƨůĲƚНċƻċŔũċĤũĲЮНН 
ұΝΞНŉƖŸůНÉƨŰĤƨƖƚƣН7ŸŸťƚЯНÉƣċƣŔŸŰНÅŸċĬНŸƖНĤǃНƓŸƚƣЮНН 
9ċũũНΜΝΣΟΠНΞΣΝΣΠΟН 



 

 

Nature Notes  

 

September in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

No Indian summer, just a lurching into autumn 
with a vengeance.  I need to get up and do the 
hour outside each day that adds up to make a 
difference and continues to bring the garden 
back to structure and usefulness for wildlife.  
The supplementary planting we have been 
doing as I clear each area has made all the 
difference to me - a little reward for my work.  
The main joy now is that the ivy is in flower 
and full of pollinators, including our favourite: 
Ivy bees. 
 

Shrub of the month 
The shrubs that I mentioned last month, like 
Elaeagnus, Ceratostigma and Arbutus will still 
be giving seasonal interest, together with 
Abelia, another great shrub for pollinators.  
Now is the time for some of the more wintery 
plants to be coming into play.  Early-flowering 
Camellias will be producing their first blooms 
and Viburnums, especially, Viburnum tinus, 
are starting to come into flower.  This is a 
useful shrub as it isn’t fussy regarding position 
or soil, as well as being shade tolerant.  
 

Job of the month 
The strong winds we have been experiencing 
are showing up the need for pruning and 
checking stakes.  As nesting is well and truly 
over, we are pruning bushes as we work  

 

through the borders.  I would really like to  
get our hedge trimmed, as the work we did  
on that last year made it thicker and tighter.   
I am sowing seeds of my different salvias.  
Unfortunately, I left my pricked-out seedlings 
of S. pratense in a vulnerable spot and they 
were grazed off overnight!  Still, I have some 
more so will have a second go, leaving them 
on a less-vulnerable windowsill, till the 
greenhouse is habitable again.  There are still  
a few seeds available to collect.  My friend  
was surprised with bright pink knobbly fruit  
on her spring Magnolia which turned out to  
be seeds.  This hasn’t happened before, so  
the temperatures must have been warm  
enough for them to ripen.   
 

As we look forward to next year, I am 
considering Cornus mas, sometimes called 
Cornelian cherry.  This is a plant Kew are 
recommending for being climate-resilient.  
Check out their list at: www.kew.org/kew-
gardens/whats-in-the-gardens/carbon- 
garden/climate-resilient-trees    
I was pleased to see that Field Maple, a  
British native, is also on the list.  As well as  
a tree, this is a great hedging plant. 
 

Happy Wildlife Gardening,  

Victoria Golding    
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  
 Wild About Gardens advisor)  
 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 
 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace 
of mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
Mobile: 07775 423744 
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Autumn, Ivy and Ivy Mining Bees  

 

Following the Summer’s heatwaves and 
extended dry periods, nature is, again, having 
to adapt and its normal schedule is out of kilter, 
presenting challenges to growing plants and 
wildlife.  Berries are too early and trees that 
went into survival mode, shedding leaves 
earlier than normal. 
 

One of the events I expect to see at this time  
of year is the emergence of the last of the 
mining bee species, a relative newcomer 
spreading northwards, ivy mining bees, the  
last of the mining bees to emerge. 
As I write this at the beginning of September, 
ivy is starting to flower, but no sign yet of the 
ivy mining bees that should soon be buzzing 
wherever ivy is in flower. 
The ivy mining bees emerge from the ground, 
especially from beneath people’s lawns (they 
love the sandy soil that underlies properly 
prepared lawns), often causing consternation 
and frantic contact with pest controllers as 
people mistake them for wasp nests. 
There is no need for concern, mining bees are 
not aggressive and unlikely to sting if you 
leave them alone.  
The first to emerge are the males, who hang 
around for emerging females. Then everyone 
piles in, maybe with a dozen or more males 
pursuing a female, just above the grass. This  
is the spectacle that causes most alarm as a 
bundle of bees tumble among the grass. But 
don’t worry, the activity won’t last long and  
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CANNON  

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

 

the bees will be among the ivy flowers. 
Soon there will be no sign of them at all. 
 

Ivy mining bees have become important 
pollinators of plants other than ivy, helping  
to fill the gaps left in our declining native  
bee populations, but they will also have  
done the job of fertilising ivy flowers. 
 

Ivy itself has gained the reputation of being 
misunderstood. It is not the ‘tree-killer’ of 
long established myth but a plant very 
important in supporting our wildlife; 
providing nesting and roosting for birds, 
feeding wood mice with its berries, giving 
shade and cover for so much of our wildlife.  
It has also learned to live with the trees it 
climbs without ‘sapping’ them (it has its  
own root system, only using trees to cling  
to for support as it climbs). 
 

Both the Woodland Trust and Royal 
Horticultural Society have articles on their 
websites, among other organisations, that 
explain the importance of ivy to wildlife  
and the very rare circumstances where it  
can become a problem.  
 

So please leave both the ivy mining bees  
and the ivy they depend upon to flourish, 
rather than follow outdated advice and the  
old myths that you will come across. 
 

Leon Roskilly 
Wild About Rainham  
(FaceBook page) 



 

 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 
Free advice and Quotations  

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

Iôm an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£37 per month 
£99 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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¶   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
¶   Extra TV / SKY Points 
¶   TV Wall Mounting 
¶   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Climate Conversations 
 

Protect our Orchards!  

 

Rainham has good land which 
grows wonderful fruit but the 
current plans are to root up the 
orchards and use the land for 
housing.  
To make your voice heard, please contact:  
www.tinyurl.com/orchards25   

 
Medway Volunteer Workshop  
 

We are a small charity refurbishing donated 
tools and sewing machines, creating ‘ready to 
go’ kits for carpenters, plumbers and  
dress-makers.  These kits are then taken out to  
Africa by another UK charity. 
 

Our new workshop in Medway operates  
behind the Elm Court Garden Centre business 
park and, with a larger workshop, we can now 
accommodate more volunteers. 
There are vacancies for those who can be 
‘hands-on’ with our donations but we also 
need administrative people, drivers and a van 
manager. 
If this is something of interest and you think 
you may be able to help on a regular basis 
then please get in touch: 
01634 390400 

 

Rainham Eco School Awards 
2025/6 
 

We have just revelled in the 
excitement of presenting this 
year’s Eco School Awards and 
must say a huge well done to 
our winners this year: 
¶ Rainham Mark Grammar School  

(Young Eco Team of the Year), 
¶ Parkwood Primary School  

(Young Gardening Team), 
¶ Miers  Court Primary  

(Environment and Sustainability Shield)  
 

Our sights are now set on the coming year.  
The theme for our Environment and  
Sustainability Shield 2025/6 is óWaterô.   
 

Earth Day 2026 will  
encourage arts and crafts  
entries from our Young Eco  
Creators. Please keep an eye 
out for all the different ways 
schools and groups can participate in that. 
 

All schools across the Action Forum  
delivery zones are welcome to participate 
and if any school needs further  
information, please don’t hesitate to drop 
me a line at:  
rainhamecoschools@gmail.com 
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Rainham History (Vincent Wilson) 
 

Rainham Prefabs (cont. from front cover) 
 

Back in 2021, we featured memories of 
prefabs around Rainham with a photo of 
families in Fairview Avenue. Some errors in 
the locations mentioned were pointed out to 
us too.  
The 38 prefabs in Sunderland Square were 
replaced by a development of over 100 
houses. The main omission from our list was 
Mardale Road which, along with its 
neighbour Wakeley Road, formed probably 
the biggest concentration of prefabs in 
Rainham.   
 

Vincent has put pen to paper with some 
memories of his family time in these 
buildings and a photo showing the wider area 
where these prefabs were built. 
 

‘In 1946, my parents, along with many 
others, were given a prefab to live in at 
Wigmore. We were the Wilson family: Mum, 
Dad, Vincent and my sister Denise and we  
lived on the corner of Wigmore Road and 
Fairview Ave. Next to us was the Clements 
family, Ronald and Barbara. Roger sadly 
passed. Further up Wigmore Road was the 
Hodges family. We all knew one another on 
the estate. 
It was a great life. We all loved it in the 
summer although, in the winter, there was ice 
on the inside of the windows and you took 
your clothes to bed with you so they were not 
frozen in the morning! 
 

Wigmore Road was a flint road from the 
Spyglass and Kettle all the way to Wigmore 
Woods. It was tarmacked road in 1953.  

In the woods lived a terrible looking lady, in  
a wooden bungalow. When she died in 1951 
all those in the prefabs that surrounded her 
bungalow were given something from her 
property. We were given her front door bell. 
She also left the money to turn the land into  
a playing field for the children that lived 
there.  

 

Most of the children went to Hempstead  
Infants and Juniors, walking some distance  
to school. No parents took us as most of our 
parents worked. My dad left at 6am to go to 
Rochester on his bike. My mum was picked 
up at 6am, by lorry, along with the others 
who worked the farms.  
 

Our fridge was a 5 gallon drum that my  
Dad sank into the garden to keep milk,  
butter and meat fresh. It was not perfect but  
it worked well most of the time. 
There were 2 butchers shops. Food was still 
rationed and the butcher not only sold meat 
but butter, cheese, eggs and, sometimes, 
bread. The butchers we used was opposite 
Woodside, where Wigmore shops are today. 
There was another butchers near the  
Smallholders Club. 
 

Sometimes my parents took us to the  
Fairylands Club where there was a bar, a 
band and bingo. It was further along the  
road from Wigmore shops. Down from the 
Spyglass and Kettle was Terry's Dairy and,  
a little further down, on the bend, a little  
shop that we found handy for our penny-
worth of sweets on Saturday morning.  
We had no television or phone. The phone 
was in a red phone box outside. We just had  
a radio. How things have changed! 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 
 

26th Sept - Play, ‘366 Days of Kindness’,  
St Margaret’s, rainhamchurch.co.uk/arts 
 

28th Sept - Hartlip Singers ‘September Serenade’ concert, 
St Michaels & All Angels Church, 5pm, £10pp,  
07773 567179 
 

4th Oct - Celebrate 60 years of St Matthew’s with the 
‘Good Gnus’ comedy trio, Drewery Drive, 6.15pm, 
£12.50, (see p5 for more) 
 

7th Oct - RSPB Online Talk, ‘Wildlife in Estonia’, with 
Paul Hale, 7.15pm, £3pp, email name and address to 
medwayrspb_descar@btinternet.com 
 

7th Oct - ‘Green Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

8th Oct - East Medway u3a, ‘Baby Boomers Nostalgia 
Show’ (part 2), 2pm, St Paul’s, Parkwood, £3,  
contact Daisy at d-ohagan@outlook.com  
 

11th Oct - Repair Café, Walderslade Hook Meadow library, 
10.30am-1pm 
 

11th Oct - Hospital Radio Medway Charity Quiz Night,  
Holy Trinity church hall, Twydall, 7.30pm, £6 per head, 
tables of 6-8.  BYO drinks and nibbles, contact Eunice 
Norman - 07964 283976  
 

12th Oct - RSPB Medway guided walk, Elmley NNR, 9am, 
ME12 3RW, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

12th Oct - Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Tea, 3.30pm, 
Millenium Centre, Rainham, transport can be arranged, 
contact Brenda on 01634 379062 
 

13th Sept - Medway Music Club w Nicholas Martin B.E.M. 
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

15th Oct - RSPB Medway guided walk, Motney Hill, 
9.30am, ME8 7TZ, group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

15th Oct - Wigmore Ladies Club, 2pm, every 3rd Wed, 
Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, Call 07943 178362  
 

17th Oct - Gillingham Lions Autumn Quiz, Millenium 
Hall, 7.15pm, tables of upto 8, £6pp, BYO refreshments,  
Pat - 07774 310632 

 

19th Oct - BWAG Woodland Task Day clearing Primrose 
Banks, meet at the Hurstwood Rd allotments at 9.45am 
(ME7 3JZ), dress for work and weather, bring refreshments, 
all volunteers welcome, 07772 920359/info@bway.org.uk 
 

21st Oct - ‘Spring Migration in Herzegovina’ with Denis 
Bohm, Parkwood Community Centre, 7.00pm,  
£4.50, rspb.org.uk/medway, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

22nd Oct - ‘The History of the Red Arrows’ talk with Guy 
Bartlett, £4, Millenium Centre, 7pm, 01634 263622 

 

25th Oct - Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital Craft 
and Gift Fayre, 10.30am, Howard Hall, Wigmore, stall 
holders needed - tables £12, 07930 595856    
 

24th Oct - óBy Train Around Europe’ with Medway  
Geographical Society, 2pm, URC, Balmoral Rd, ME7 4PU, 
£4,  01634 389916 or vwoollett@hotmail.co.uk 
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Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each mth, 
7pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07954 180590 
rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for ladies, every 2nd/4th 
Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm, 07951 629444 
 

Borstal Bowls Club, every Thurs, 6pm, Brambletree, 
Wouldham Rd, ME1 3TN, find us on Facebook 
 

Refresh Coffee Morning at RCF Baptist Church, 
Twydall (ME8 6XE), every 2nd/4th Tues of mth,  
10.30am -12 noon, www.rcftwydall.org.uk 
 

Civil Service Bowling Club, next to Everlast Gyms 
(previously ROKO), Roll Ups start 2pm Tues or 6pm 
Thurs, csbowls@gmail.com  07598 922059 
 

Detling Short Mat bowls club, three sessions each 
week, 7.30pm Mon, 2 pm on Tues and Fri.  £3, incl  
refreshments, phone Patricia Ellis on 07919514934. 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of mth, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 07943 178362 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of mth, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  

 

Twydall Village Garden Club, every 2nd Tues of mth, 
7pm, Labour Club Hall, Twydall, £3.50 including  
refreshments. Visiting speakers, demonstrations, raffle, 
quiz, annual Sept show, contact 01634 853884 
 

Rainham Cricket www.rainhamcricketclub.com  
 

Rainham Ladies Choir, local, enthusiastic,  
non-audition choir meeting Mon evenings, Rainham 
School for Girls. rainhamladieschoir.com or 
email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

Prince Arthur Indoor Bowls, opposite the Royal  
Engineers Museum, ME7 1UR, daily 9am-12.20pm  
with restaurant for refreshments, 01634 281243 or  
paribc1989@paribc.co.uk, come and join us for a taster! 
 

Tai Chi Lessons, a very friendly group every Tues, 
12.15pm at Scout Hall, Hempstead, free taster session 
available to novices and experienced alike.   
Lin 07710 406154 
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephen’s, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthewôs Film Club, 2pm, last Mon of mth, £2 
refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234 712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community Centre,  
Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fri, 2-4pm, £1 plus £1 
visitor fee, United Services Club, Rainham, £2, Jane or 
Gary 01634 374938  
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk  
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cricket Club, 
1.15pm, small charge, 01634 616003  

https://www.medway.gov.uk/directory_record/23/gillingham_community_hub
http://www.rcftwydall.org.uk/
mailto:csbowls@gmail.com
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:paribc1989@paribc.co.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £37 per month 
£99 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

EXPERIENCED SEAMSTRESS 
Repairs/Alterations  
Contact 07736 428276 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONYôS PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee 
Bathroom and Kitchen refits 
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website 

 

PIANO LESSONS IN RAINHAM 
Now accepting new students! 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
Contact Liz via website: 
www.willowmusiclessons.co.uk 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings 
Facilities for the Disabled 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking 
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR -
VACANCY Upchurch Choral Society 
We are a well-established SATB 
choral society of 58 years, based in 
Upchurch and seeking a new musical 
director to lead weekly rehearsals and 
conduct three main concerts annually, 
starting in February 2026.  
Our repertoire spans classical works, 
folk arrangements and seasonal 
music. We have around 30 members 
and rehearse on Friday evenings from 
19.45-21.15. 
We welcome applications from 
experienced conductors with strong 
communication skills, a collaborative 
spirit and a commitment to inclusive 
music-making.  
The role is remunerated, with rates 
negotiable based on experience. 
To apply or request further details, 
please contact Liz Walters (Secretary) 
email kbl.walters@talk21.com by 7th 
November 2025  
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free.  
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 263539  

 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

NICKôS GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 
Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery, 
Seat repairs, Foam replacement,   
Michael 07941 227921 

 

AGE UK KENT RIVERS  
Charity Shop in Skinner St, 
Gillingham is reopening. 
If you could volunteer then email 
volunteerrecruitment@ageukkent 
rivers.org.uk or look on our website 
www.ageuk.org.uk/kentrivers/get-
involved/volunteer/volunteer- 
enquiry-form 
The Mackenney Centre also needs 
volunteers on Weds and  Fridays. 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 Å Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 



 

 

In time of need é 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business  

̐ 24 hour Personal Service ̐ ĉƶƌ± ʘĜȡĜȺȡ Ĝí Ǻȉ±í±ȉȉ±| ̐ ǹȉĜʘ"Ⱥ± kĊ"Ǻ±Ŵȡ ƶí Ȉ±ȡȺ 

̐ ƋƶƖɔƌ±ƖȺ"Ŵ Ƌ"ȡƶƖȡ ̐ ǹȉ±-arranged Funeral Plans ̐ ĉƶȉȡ± {ȉ"ʞƖ ĉ±"ȉȡ± "ʘ"ĜŴ"bŴ± 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER ï CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallettõs 
  Plumbing &  
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H  
P 
H  
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 
For free estimates telephone:  

 

07860 450938 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL ï We do them ñallò 

Est. 1971 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


