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Let it snow! Let it snow! Let it snow! 

 

Above is a photo of Rainham Station during the heavy snow of January 1987. 
 

Medway was badly affected by the large amount of snow, with some trains stuck. 
People helped each other - a few neighbours on the Lower Road  

worked together to ensure each home had food supplies and electricity.  

 

(Photo thanks to Steve Murdoch)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

As I write this, I am in the middle of preparing 
for a number of different carol services, 
school visits to our church, , a toddler group 
party, the Dickens Festival, an afternoon tea 
for carers and candle making (Victorian-style) 
- and all before writing Christmas cards and 
buying gifts!   
It is such a busy time for so many but can also 
be lots of fun.   
I pray we aren’t so bogged down in the detail 
that we forget to look up and enjoy the beauty.  
The dark nights mean the fairy lights sparkle 
more brightly, the cold makes the fire in a 
local pub seem so much more cosy, Christmas 
music (even in November) makes me sing - 
there is much to love, as long as I remember 
to spare a moment to look around. 
This edition is full of places to go, things to 
see and do, some at a cost but many for free, 
all aimed at creating those moments and 
memories. 
 

There are many, though, who will be snowed 
under mentally and physically.  Keep an eye 
out for neighbours who are struggling and 
need some extra support.  The Just Say Hello 
project, and similar organisations, will be 
really beneficial to many this winter.  Please 
donate where you are able.  Shoeboxes have 
gone off to countries where people have 
literally nothing, but there is a need here in the 
UK too - it might just be less obvious. 
 

On behalf of all the team at Action Forum, we 
want to say thankyou for your support - from 
those who sort and deliver, those who 
advertise with us, to those who read. 
 

Merry Christmas!!! 
We hope you have a fabulous Christmas and 
wish you all the best for 2025! 

Letters to the Editor 
 

November Edition Football photo 
 

Dear Editor, 
I don't think the photo on the front page can  
be 1924/25 judging by the way the men in  
the back row are suited and booted! 
Although the football bears these dates,  
maybe this is when the team were founded? 
 

Kind regards  
Ian Bracking  
 
More on the Football photo 
 

Dear Editor, 
I believe the young man in the front row  
with the football and shield by his feet is  
my dear father.  He would be about 18 or  
19 years old, having the position of goal 
keeper.  His name is Sidney Wooley of  
Station Rd, Rainham. 
I can’t recall the number of the house but it 
was below the station; a group of 3 cottages. 
His father died aged 40, leaving three 
children.  My father was only 8 years old at 
the time.  His mother re-married George 
Cooper - her name was Alice Mary. 
My father served in the Civil Defence  
during the war years.  He was a lovely man. 
 

Hope this information helps Paul Stephens.   
I remember the name Costen - my father  
used to mention it. 
 

Kind regards, Brenda A Davies 
Harrietsham 
 
Poisonous Mushrooms   

 

Dear Editor, 
I read the recent article "A fungi hunt in 
Bredhurst Woods" in which Trevor claimed  
to be hunting for mushrooms.  
I am sure he found many, but I am con- 
cerned that no caveat was included to warn 
people of the danger of eating foraged 
mushrooms, which may turn out to be 
something quite different. 
A gravestone in Mitcham graveyard, says, 
 

‘In memory of Mary, Sarah, and Eliza,  
the daughters of William and Elizabeth  

 
Next issue : Jan 22nd, 2025 
Copy date : Jan 13th 2025  
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 585998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Atwood of this parish, who were poisoned by 
eating fungous vegetables mistaken for 
champignons on the 11th day of October  
1808 and died at the ages of 14, 7, and 5  
years within a few hours of each other in 
excruciating agonies. 
The father, mother and now alas, an only 
child, partakers of the same meal, have 
survived with debilitated constitution to 
lament so dreadful a calamity. 
This monument is erected to perpetuate  
the fatal event as an awful caution to others – 
let it be, too, a solemn warning that in our 
most grateful enjoyments, even in our 
necessary food, may lurk a deadly poison and 
that when age and health are most apt to 
flatter us with length of days some unforeseen 
misfortune may snatch us in an instant to 
Eternity.’ 

Perhaps you could belatedly print a warning, 
which may I appreciate be unnecessary for 
some folk, but perhaps not all. 
 

Regards, Sally McCartan 
Rainham 

Christian Businesses in Kent 
 

Dear Editor, 
We provide opportunities for businesses to 
meet with other local Christians for business 
support and discipleship. 
Interested? Find out more at www.cbik.uk  
 

We have a Business Carol Service planned for 
10th December, 5.30pm.  Join us at The Life 

Church, Maidstone.  Invite some colleagues 
and book your place at: cbik.uk/carols 
 
‘Just Say Hello’ food project and Christmas 
offering 
 

We run a community larder in St Margaret's 
Church, Rainham, aiming to help with food  
insecurity, prevent food waste and help the 
local community.  
 

Tuesdays 9-11am  
Thursdays 10am-12pm 
 

We also have a Christmas dinner parcel 
offering for Rainham residents in need this 
year. We also welcome donations to help with  
this project.  
 

Email hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk  
for any further information.  

mailto:hello@rainhamchurch.co.uk


 

 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Lts 

Castlemaine Hall, 100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE 
Tuesday 2 - 4pm 

Wednesday 10am - 12pm 
Friday 10am - 12.30pm 

£5 per session 
Free Parking - Rackets Available - Full Changing Facilities 

Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 
Indoor shoes must be worn in the sports hall 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Christmas  

Christmas Services Around Rainham 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Matthew’s, Wigmore 
 

30th Nov, 1.30pm - Panto‘It’s a Boy!’  
15th Dec, 6.30pm - Carol Service 
17th Dec, 6.30pm - Carols among the Trees      
                                 (with Salvation Army Band) 
24th Dec, 3pm/5pm - Christingle Service 
 

St Paul’s, Parkwood 
 

1st Dec, 3pm - Christingle at Family Fun 
15th Dec, 3pm - Crib & Nativity Family Fun 
25th Dec, 10.30am - Holy Communion 
 

St Peter’s, Bredhurst  
 

8th Dec, 3pm - Nine Lessons and Carols 
24th Dec, 3pm - Crib Service 
 

Holy Trinity, Twydall Lane 
see website for details 
 

Twydall Evangelical, Goudhurst Rd 
 

22nd Dec, 4pm - Carol Service 
 

Rainham Christian Fellowship, Waltham Rd 
 

15th Dec, 10.30am - Nativity Service 
22nd Dec, 4pm - Candlelit Carol Service 
25th Dec, 10.30am - Christmas Day Service 
 

St. Margaret’s Rainham 
 

29th Nov, 4.30pm - Christmas Tree Festival  
30th Nov, 10am - 4pm - Tree Festival with            
                              Festive Outdoor Market  
30th Nov, 4pm - Carols amongst the Trees  
1st Dec, 2pm - Christmas Tree Festival   
1st Dec, 4pm - Advent Coral Evensong   
8th Dec, 4pm - Christingle Service   
20th Dec, 7.30pm - Beer and Carols  
22

nd 
Dec, 6.30pm - Carols by Candlelight   

24th Dec, 1pm/4pm - Christmas Eve  
                                  Crib Service  
24th Dec, 11pm - Midnight Mass 
25th Dec, 10.30am - Holy Communion 
 

Wigmore Evangelical, Durham Rd 
 

10th Dec, 7.30pm  - Christmas Carols  
                                 (with Marconi Brass Band) 

22nd Dec, 6.30pm - Carol Service  
25th Dec, 10.30am - Christmas Day Service 
 

Granary Church, Oast Community Centre 
 

22nd Dec, 3pm - Carol Service with festive 
refreshments (transport available) 
25th Dec, 10.30am - Christmas Day Service 
 

All Saints, Hempstead 
 

21st Dec, 3pm - Blue Christmas 
24th Dec, 11.30pm - Holy Communion 

 
THIS SPACE 
AVAILABLE 

 
Square or Landscape shape 

 
 

£36 per month 

£96 for 3 months 
 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

 

Problems with your IT?  
 

I’m an IT engineer, here to help you  
with your pc, laptop, printer or internet.  

 

Software licences provided incl  
anti-virus and office 365.  

Call Mush on 07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Community Christmas... Word on the Streets 

  

Thank you so much to all who 
have volunteered to deliver for 
us.  It is appreciated so much.   
We wish you a Merry Christmas!!!!! 
 

This month we have a number of roads  
requiring volunteers.  If you think you can  
help with any of them then please contact 
Anne: 07791 585998 

 
Rainham and Lower Rainham   
Langdale Cl (105) 
Pomeroy Ave (50) 
Middleton Cl (61) 
 

Upchurch 
The Street (50), The Poles (28) + 10 Church
(90) total 
 

Parkwood 
Queendown Ave (77), Long Catlis 2-84a, 
Lambeth Ct (14), Dixwell (26),  
Donet Cl (16), Fairfax Cl (33),  
Callis Way (7), Cheney Cl (17),  
Lineacre Cl (16), Brackwood Cl (9), 
Napwood Cl (8), Cowbeck Cl (26),  
Hallwood Cl (34), Campleshon Rd (65),  
Hutsford Cl (31), Edisbury Wk (11),  
White Gate Ct (8), Idenwood Cl (14),  
Holtwood Cl (16) 
 

Temporary cover - Hempstead  
Watermeadow Cl (20), Horseshoe Cl (13), 
Honey Cl (26), Cobblestones (43) 
 
 

 
 

Wigmore Voices ‘Sing Noel’ 
 

Saturday 14th December at 7.30pm 
St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery 
Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, ME8 0PD. 
 

Tickets £10, refreshments included,  
Sue on 07990837287 
 
Gillingham Inner Wheel 
 

Would you like to join a group of ladies  
in a women’s organisation based on  
friendship and service, supporting both 
local and overseas charities?  
We meet two Tues a month at Upchurch 
Golf Club for lunch followed by a meet-
ing, usually with a speaker, on various  
interesting topics.  
If you are interested in joining us contact  
chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk for more. 
 
Medway Music Club 
 

9th Dec, with Claire Greig,  
7.30pm at Parkwood Community Centre 
(see p13 for more info) 

 
Bredhurst Christmas Bonanza Shop 
 

At the Charity Shop, we have gift stock at 
very reasonable prices including home-made  
preserves and potted hyacinth bulbs. 
 

Every Wed and Sat, 1.30-3.30pm from 
7th December until 21st December 
 

Free sweets for the children and a Grand 
Raffle to be drawn on 21st December. 

http://8.pm/


 

 

Nature Notes  

 

December in the Wildlife-Friendly Garden 
 

What an interesting year we have had!   
Most environmental news has been 
horrendous, heart-breaking and worrying.   
The best tactic I have found is to concentrate 
on the things that I can do and not get bogged 
down in those out of my control.   
I haven’t been outside enough in the last few 
months, including neglecting the garden.  
Well, generally nature doesn’t mind a bit of 
neglect so, instead of being unhappy about not 
being garden-ready before we go away for 
seven weeks (yes, I know, I am a really lucky 
person!), I am planning for those things I can 
do when I return.   
I have sorted out my old seed packets and 
have made a list of seeds that I am ordering in 
the next week.  A kind friend is looking after 
tender plants while we are away and, for the 
rest, I am trusting that there will still be flora 
and fauna when we get home with nectar and 
pollen in our garden. 
 

Jobs for December 
Many of the things I talk about through the 
year are still valid.  Carry a bucket and a hand 
fork with you, along with secateurs to take out 
the odd weed as you see it.  Just a few each 
day and your garden will be ready for 
planting, when you are.   

Keep watering pots or shrubs that are in rain 
shadow as these misty days are deceptive  
and you will be surprised how quickly 
established plants dry out.  Winter is a great 
time to plant trees and hedges.  Select things 
which grow well in your area and are  
suitable for your site, good for wildlife and, 
finally, prepare the ground well.  
 

Plant of the month 
Like many of our Garden Advisors, I have 
found there aren’t many berries left on our 
shrubs, including the holly tree.  We still  
have ivy berries to come but not till much  
later in the winter.  But the camellia, 
‘Yuletide’ has grown very well this year.   
This shrub is quite expensive but it does  
grow well.  The Mahonia x media  
‘Winter sun’ is in flower, with the other  
variety that we grow, ‘Charity’ due to  
follow on a bit later.  These pops of red and 
yellow do enliven the garden at this time. 
 

Keep looking for our events: 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/whats-on  

including a Pond Refurbishment workshop  
on 8th February. 

 

Happy gardening as we head through 
2025! 

Victoria Golding 
(Kent Wildlife Trust,  

Wild About Gardens Advisor) 
 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
Phone: Brian 01634 351244  
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A Medway Winter  
 

The nights are becoming longer still, the 
weather colder, and much of nature is already 
asleep. 
 

Queen bees (and other creatures) snuggle 
below fallen leaves left to nature where they 
fell, or within mouse nests, or in chambers 
constructed underground, with some bees 
choosing to overwinter in empty snail shells. 
And amongst the fallen leaves are tree seeds 
needing a period of very cold weather for 
stratification so they will germinate in the 
spring while, above, buds have begun the 
process which will see leaf and fruiting flower 
buds bursting when the days grow longer and 
warmer. 
 

But not all of nature sleeps.  
Foxes hunt rats and dig holes in lawns to 
uncover chafer grubs that would otherwise  
lead to areas of yellow dying grass as the grubs 
feed on roots. 
Some buff-tailed bumblebee queens will found 
winter colonies, surprising gardeners as they 
seek out rare nectar from winter blooms, 
including sweet-smelling winter-flowering 
honeysuckle shrubs, mahonia and hellebores, 
followed by snowdrops, acconites, lesser 
celadine and crocuses in the early Spring. 
 

And the birds, having found sheltered places  
to roost during spells of bitter cold, will be 
visiting bird-feeders more often now that there 
is less natural food around to fuel their bodies 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

through the coldest nights. 
 

With so much decline in the natural world, 
there are opportunities for gardeners to help 
nature survive the cold:   
Just leaving leaves where they fall, not 
tidying dead garden vegetation from  
flower-beds until the daytime temperature  
is consistently above 10C, ensuring 
hedgehogs can gain entry and leave the 
garden when they forage, having 
temporarily woken thirsty and hungry, 
needing to find food and water to see them 
through until Spring. 
 

Try to leave dishes of water where they  
will not freeze and clear the ice when they 
do. Nesting boxes often double as roosting 
places during the cold, used not just by  
birds seeking shelter, but insects as well. 
 

Out in the estuary, when the tide is low, 
there are hundreds of waders seeking  
winter food in the mud.  So many have 
travelled hundreds of miles to be there.  
On a bright cold winter’s day, there’s no 
better place to be to see a winter spectacle 
than down by our river, far better than any 
nature programme on TV; a touch of beauty 
in a season dominated by 
gloom, darkness and cold, 
all for making the effort to 
be there and see. 
 

Leon Roskilly 
Wild About Rainham 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
office & commercial etc.  
Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Community Christmas... 

 

Rainham Theatrical Society’s  
‘Puss in Boots’ 
 

To help brush away those January blues why 
not come along to Rainham’s very own theatre 
as the Rainham Theatrical Society present 
their annual pantomime. 
 

Puss in Boots uses trickery and deceit to gain 
power, wealth and the hand in marriage of a 
princess for his penniless and low-born 
master.  
This show, by Ben Crocker, is full of comedy, 
music and, of course, audience participation! 

 

Jan 10th and 11th 
Jan 17th and 18th 
Jan 24th and 25th 
Jan 31st and Feb 1st  
 

Curtain up at 8pm on Fri and 7pm on Sat 
Saturday Matinees at 1pm & 4pm 
 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham 
Box Office on 08448 793224 or on-line 
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 

  
There is only one way to find out 
if good triumphs over 
evil….book a ticket now!    
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Maidstone and Medway Sifonia presents... 
 

Ruth Gipps – Variations on a Theme by Byrd,  
Beethoven – Symphony No.1 in C  
Louise Farrenc – Symphony No.1 in C Minor  
Conductor – Ben Knowles, Leader – Kate Coles 
 

Saturday 7th December 7.30pm  
Brompton Academy, Gillingham, ME7 5HT  
 

Tickets can be bought on the door,  
by card (www.ticketsource.co.uk/MMS) or 
by phone on 01634 376979 
£12pp (£10 for Friends of the Orchestra), 
under 18’s are free. 
 

A group of musicians first met to make  
music together at the home of County  
Medical Officer, Dr Ponder and Old Barn 
Orchestral Society was then founded in  
1927.  Based in Maidstone, the orchestra 
gives 3 concerts a year, with this one in  
December championing the music of two 
women composers.  
Sadly, costs outweigh income and we  
desperately need funding or donations.   
With a long and rich history, players would 
love to see the orchestra celebrate its  
centenary, under the new MMS branding. 
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you 
believe you may be able to help, as an  
individual or a business.  

 
   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

 

£36 per month 
£96 for 3 months 

 

Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/
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Father Christmas 
 

Gillingham Rotary Club  
Christmas Floats 
 

Tues 10 Dec - start Taverners Rd 
Taverners, Bettescombe, Elmstone,  
Bettescombe, Arthur, Maidstone, Herbert,  
Lonsdale, Broadview 
 

Thurs 12 Dec - start Edwin Rd/Sylvan Rd 
Edwin, Durham, Maidstone, Lyndhurst,  
Marshall, Platters    
 

Sat 14 Dec - ASDA, Pier Rd, Gillingham 
 

Fri 20 Dec - start junc Eastcourt/Broadway 
Elmfield, Featherby, Chilham, Eastcourt,  
Allington, Broadway, Priory, Abbey, Featherby, 
Hanway, The Chase, Chattenden, Broadway 
 

Sat 21 Dec - ASDA, Pier  Rd, Gillingham 
 

Don’t forget that these dates and routes are all 
subject to change due to weather. 
 
Gillingham Lions Santa  
Sleigh Runs 
 

Mon 9th - Hempstead 
Barncroft, Hempstead, Almond, 
Magdalen, Lavenda, Birch, 
Plumtree, Medlar, Cedar, Kingsdown 
 

Tues 10th - Hempstead 
Coppergate, Evergreen, Sheperdsgate,  
Honey, Lamplighters, Cobblestone,  
Horseshoe, Old Barn, Greenfinches, Everglades 
 

Wed 11th  - Kenilworth 
Kenilworth, Windermere, Sandown, Bransgore, 
Sunningdale, Wimbourne, Tanker, Gayhurst 
 

Thurs 12th - Fairview 
Fairview, Foulds, Primrose, Magnolia,  
Clematis, Norman, Wigmore, The Hazels,  
Woodside, Bredhurst 

 

Fri 13th - Highfield 
Highfield, Benson, Derwent, Oldfields,  
Salisbury, Century, Nursery, Henley, Cheriton 
 

Mon 16th - Parkwood 
Campleshon, Wood, Queendown, Lineacre, 
Idenwood, Hallwood, Donet, Dixwell, Long 
Catlis, Fairfax, Foxburrow, Readscroft, Beke 
 

Tues 17th - Parkwood 
Capel, Gunnis, Galdwyn, Culpepper, Conrad, 
Chipstead, Long Catlis, Hawbeck, Roper, 
Sedley, Deanwood 
 

Wed 18th - Twydall 
Waltham, Eltham, Lyminge, Bodiam, Sturry, 
Herne, Blean, Patrixbourne, Detling,  
Hawthorn, Begonia 
 

Thurs 19th - Twydall 
Staplehurst, Goudhurst, Ash, Leeds, Charing, 
Lynsted, Bearsted, Westerham, Minster, 
Crundale 
 

Fri 20th  - Lower Beechings 
Eastcourt, Littlebourne, Bishopsbourne,  
Kennington, Brabourne, Kingsnorth,  

Thornham, Rolvenden, Ruckinge, Boughton 
 

Text GLC SANTA 5 to 70450 to donate £5 
Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message and 
you’ll be opting in to hear more about our work and 
fundraising via telephone and SMS. 

 
Father Christmas at Macklands House 
 

Santa (on his sleigh) will be visiting  
us in Station Road (Rainham).  
Saturday 21st December, 4.30-7.30pm 
 

Children will be able to give a letter (or list!)  
to Santa. Refreshments  
available (mince pies, hot 
choc, mulled wine) at no 
cost, Donations gratefully  
accepted, monies going to 
a local charity. 



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 
 

1st Dec - RSPB Free Guided Walk, Leysdown, 10am,  
ME12 4RJ, what3words: jubilant.implore.hunt,  
see Facebook or www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway  
 

1st Dec - Parkwood Craft Market, 10.45am, Parkwood 
Community Centre, free entry 
 

1st Dec - Christmas Tree Festival, 2pm, St Margaret’s 
 

3rd Dec - RSPB Zoom talk with James Lowen, ‘Tango 
Birding in Argentina’, 7.15pm, £3pp, email name and  
email to info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

3rd Dec - ‘Green Drinks, 7.30pm, The Railway PH 
 

7th Dec to 21st - Christmas Bonanza, 1.30-3.30pm,  
Bredhurst Church Charity Shop, ME7 3JZ , see p7 for more 
 

7th Dec - Maidstone and Medway Sinfonia Concert,  
7.30pm, Brompton Academy, Gillingham, £12pp  
01634 376979/07808 068881 or on door, see p11 for more 
 

7th Dec - Union of Catholic Mothers Carol Concert  
featuring The Medway Singers, 7.45pm, St Augustine’s, 
Deanwood Drive, 01634 375413/360062 
 

9th Dec - Medway Music Club with Claire Greig,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, refreshments/bar, 
£8, phil.burt@ntlworld.com  or 07795 576294 
 

10th Dec - Chr istian Businesses in Kent Carol Service, 
5.30pm, Life Church, Maidstone, cbik.uk/carols 
 

11th Dec - ‘History of Father Christmas’ 7pm with  
Rainham Historical Society, Millenium Centre, £3pp, 
01634 263622 
 

13th Dec - ‘Christmas Social’, 8pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, www.midkentastro.org.uk/events 
 

14th Dec - Medway Repair Café, Gillingham Community 
Hub, 10.30am 
 

14th Dec - ‘Sing Noel’ with the Wigmore Voices, 7.30pm, 
St Matthew’s Community Centre, Wigmore, £10pp with 
refreshments, Phone Sue on 07990 837287  
 

17th Dec - RSPB Free Guided Walk, 10am, Riverside 
Country Park, ME7 2XH, what3words: flow.spurted.race, 
www.group.rspb.org.uk/medway 
 

17th Dec - Carols among Trees, 6.30pm, St Matthew’s 
 

17th Dec - RSPB Indoor  talk ‘A Flame the Winter Can’t 
Kill’ with Robin Smith, 7pm, £4.50pp, Parkwood  
Community Centre, info.rspbmedway@gmail.com 
 

20th Dec - Beer and Carols, 7.30pm, St Margaret’s 
 

21st Dec - Blue Christmas, 3pm, All Saints, Hempstead 
 

21st Dec - Macklands House Santa Visit, 4.30pm, Station 
Road, donations gratefully accepted 

 

10th Jan - ‘Galaxies: One Gigayear at a time’ with Dr  
Julian Onions, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
www.midkentastron.org.uk/events 

 

10th/11th Jan - Puss in Boots panto, Oasthouse Theatre,  
Rainham , see p11 for details 
 

17th/18th Jan - Puss in Boots panto, Oasthouse Theatre,  
Rainham , see p11 for details 
 

 

Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  
 

Sunbeams Baby and Toddler Music Gp, every Tues, 
1.45pm, All Saints, Hempstead, 
sjcross13@outlook.com 
 

Medway Watersports Centre, 
sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk 
 

Oast House Badminton, each Tues, 7pm, £5pp, 
cescottie@htomail.com  
 

Medway Towns Bands, every Tues and Wed,  
Hempstead Infants, 01474 745318 or  
mail@medwaytownsbands.uk  
 

Medway Scrabble Club, alternate Mons, St Stephen’s, 
Maidstone Road, Chatham, 07523 124668 
 

St Matthew’s Film Club, 2pm, last Monday of month, 
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk or  
01634 234712 
 

The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community  
Centre, Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on  
01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Rainham Tea Dances, every Fr i, 2-4pm, £1 plus £1 
visitor fee, United Services Club, Rainham, £2, Jane  
or Gary on 01634 374938 
 

Bredhurst Whist Club, every Tues, 7-10pm,  
Bredhurst Village Hall, 07707 669915 
 

Hempstead Players community theatre group, 18+, 
07421 817158/thehempsteadplayers.co.uk 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of mth, Rainham Cr icket  
Club, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 234997  

 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am  
St Margaret’s, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Gillingham Inner Wheel, two Tues each mth,  
Upchurch Golf Club for lunch, followed by a meeting  
on various topics, chrislmorris648@gmail.co.uk  
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of mth, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of mth, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,  
Wigmore, 01634 264295/rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4,  
Wed 7.30-9.30,  
glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact  
Joy on 01622 693101 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each mth,  
97 Chaffes Lane, upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £5, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
https://group.rspb.org.uk/medway/
mailto:sjcross13@outlook.com
mailto:sails@medwaywatersports.co.uk
mailto:cescottie@htomail.com
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  
Box Ads: £36.00 per month 
£96.00 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy 
dates 
 

RAINHAM COMMUNITY 
ORCHARD APPLE JUICE 
Cox/Russet - 1 litre bottles for  £3. 
Available from Sunburst Books, 
Riverside Country Park, ME7 2XH  
or Mierscourt Farm Shop, ME8 PJ. 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist  - 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance, including gutter 
cleaning. Please call 07572 954145  
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book, phone 01634 379740 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 

 

SMALL ALTERATIONS/REPAIR 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE    
Houses, garages, lofts, sheds, gardens 
cleared.  Green waste shredding. 
Individual items or complete houses. 
Rubbish clearance carried out 
efficiently. Professional, reliable, 
prompt & friendly service. Free 
estimates. No job too small. KCC & 
Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

OLD RAINHAM PICTURE BKS 
Reprints of all 3 volumes available.  
48 pages of approx. 150 photos and 
captions - £12 from Sunburst Books, 
Station Road or by post.   
Call 01634 261643 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
Go to upvh.co.uk or call 07368 461507 
 

UPHOLSTERY SERVICE 

Antique and modern furniture 
upholstery. Seat repairs. Foam 
replacement.  Michael 07941 227921 
 

RAINHAM PIANO LESSONS 
Experienced and qualified teacher. 
ABRSM exam preparation or solely 
for pleasure - Ages 8 to adult.  
Competitive rates. Contact Liz: 
rainhampianolessons@gmail.com 
 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

WANTED - OLD BOTTLES 
Also Pot Lids, Enamel signs and  
pre-1960's tins. Good prices paid.  
Phone Steve 07941 814021 
 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL  
Free Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with 
children’s activities) and 6.30pm.  
For details of other weekly meetings, 
including children's and youth work, 
please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors always welcome. Pastor  
Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a  
call. We come to you and the first  
consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the  
work we do to provide tools and  
sewing machines for people in  
Africa, enabling them to have a trade 
and earn a living. The presentation 
comes with a display, and brochures 
providing further info.  
Contact Trevor Cox on  
01634 670115 or 
mvw781@gmail.com  
 

FREE 24-HOUR LISTENING 
SUPPORT BY SAMARITANS 
Call free: 116 123 or go to  
Samaritans website. 
 

KENT ORCHESTRA HAS vacancies for 
string players. For details please call 
Karen Broen on 07808 068 881 
 
TAXI SERVICE FOR ELDERLY or less 
ableWe can accompany you or pick 
you up later. Min charges apply. 
01634 578570. 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

 

Georgie’s  
Female Painting & Decorating 

 

friendly, reliable and tidy 
Qualified and Insured 

 

Get in touch for a free, 
no-obligation quote 

07949 491782 
 

Reviews & photos on my FB 

page @Georgiespainting or 

nextdoor app or Google  



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


