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Lest we forget! 

 

Do you recognise any of these names?  Were they a member of your family?   
The Anchorians Association are seeking to compile a more detailed  

memory bank as they reach the milestone of 100 years.  
 

Turn to p12 to see how you might be able to help. 
  

(photo courtesy of Rainham History) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

And so we head into a new school year and all 
the excitement and nerves that it brings;  
parents sending little ones to school for the 
first time or not-so-little ones to a much bigger 
secondary school further away from home, 
university students heading away from home 
for the first time and some leaving school to 
begin their journeys in the world of work - 
lots of change for all involved!  We wish them 
well. 
 

But whilst some are looking forward, others 
are reaching back in time and I would ask you 
to look at the article on p12 and see if there is 
any way you can help The Anchorians Assoc. 
in their task.  We have such a wealth of history 
in this area and people’s memories are a rich 
source to be tapped for future generations. 
 

People in general are amazing and a constant 
source of inspiration to me.  Just reading 
about the Rainham Mark Grammar Eco Club 
left me speechless.  In a short space of time 
they have achieved such a lot and now have a 
clear vision moving forward, supported by the 
school staff.  See our Climate section (p11) to 
be inspired by what our youngsters are doing. 
 

On Sept 30th, the Eco-hub celebrates all this 
with the ‘Rainham (and district) Community 
Awards’ in St Margaret’s Church.  It is your 
chance to let everyone know about those 
around you who help you, support you, inspire 
you, make your days brighter etc.   
You have until 10th Sept to highlight them.  
From an ethical business to the really helpful 
shop assistant, from the dedicated teacher to 
that neighbour who is always available - there 
is a category for all on the Eco-hub website.  

 

Happy Browsing! 
 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Regarding the August Front Cover photo 
 

Dear Editor, 
Readers might be interested to know that the 
photo of the Hop & Vine pub shown on the 
front cover of the August issue of Action 
Forum was originally known as the Belisha 
Beacon. 
 

Michael J. Locke  
 
Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club 
 

We recommence on Monday 4th September 
after the summer break. We meet every 
Monday afternoon at the Howard Memory 
Hall in Woodside, Wigmore between 2 and 4, 
welcoming anyone over 50 years of age.  
You are very welcome to come along for the 
afternoon and make new friends. Have a natter 
over a hot drink and biscuits, along with a 
game of bingo.  
Interested, give me a phone call for a chat and 
more details 01634 362662.  
 

Hannah Hendra  
 
Hempstead Festival - Save the Date 
 

Dear Editor, 
We have a date for the diary of all crafters and 
horticulturists - 2nd of Sept 2023 at 
Hempstead Community Hub (library).  
 

There is just enough time to plan an entry of 
their produce, or show their crafting talents! 
 

Last year’s festival had over 200 entries in 
various classes and the event is open to 
anyone with a connection to Hempstead 
Village.  
Craft stalls are welcome to purchase a space in 
the courtyard of the library grounds in order to 
sell produce.  
 

Contact Hempstead Library for more info.  
 
Action Forum in Upchurch 
 

It is often difficult for us to find volunteers to 
deliver to the roads around the Upchurch area.   

 

If you are not receiving regular Action Forum 

  
Next issue : Sept 28th, 2023 
Copy date : Sept 18th, 2023 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution 07791 858 998 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 

2 



 

 
3 

 
FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

editions through your door then please know 
that additional copies are placed at the Co-op 
and in the Post Office. 
 

If you are out and about further afield, then 
copies are held at Sunburst Books and the 
libraries at Wigmore, Rainham and  
Hempstead. 
 
Rainham Eco-hub Podcasts 
 

Rainham Eco-hub now has a podcast on 
Spotify. It’s titled ‘Eco in your lunchbreak’ and 
is a short insight into the amazing things local 
(and not so local) people are doing in their 
busy lives, to protect the planet. Not always 
huge things, but a collection of impactful, local 
and often simple solutions, delivered by 
inspiring but ‘normal’ people, like you and I.  
 

We hope you enjoy having a listen (we have 2 
released so far, with more scheduled).  
 

If you’d like to talk to us about an area of 
environmentalism which is important to you or 
nominate someone who you think we should 
be talking to, please give us a shout - this is 
about real people telling their stories.  
No doom and gloom, no judgment, just real 
and accessible conversations. The hub knows 
no other way - haha!  
 

Recently, we launched Thames View Primary 
School’s interview - they’ve been Trail Blazers 
in our town for bringing sustainability into 
schools.  We’d love to know what you think.  
 

Here is the link:  
 

https://open.spotify.com/
episode/4Ni1JjMZWCH4j8fagRJJ6p?
si=W0W1MO6oTcqpywH88IyAXQ 
 

All the best, Liz and Kayleigh  
Rainham Eco Hub.  
 
2023 Poppy Appeal 
 

Dear Editor, 
We have a stall at Hempstead Valley the week 
before Armistice Sunday, raising vital funds to 
help those in our Armed Forces community.   
 

We would be very grateful for anyone who 
could help us knit poppies to sell. The  
pattern can be provided. 
 

Many thanks, Sandra 07592 301151 
  
Great Ormond Street Gift Fayre 
 

Dear Editor, 
On Saturday 28th October, at the Howard 
Memorial Hall, Woodside, ME8 0PN, we will 
be hosting our annual craft/gift fayre in aid of 
the Children’s Hospital.  
 

It will run from 10.30 till 12.30 and we still 
have a few stalls available if anybody is 
interested. 
For further details contact Paula on  
07930 595856 and book the date in your diary. 
 

Many thanks, 
Kind Regards, Paula SIBBICK 

https://open.spotify.com/episode/4Ni1JjMZWCH4j8fagRJJ6p?si=W0W1MO6oTcqpywH88IyAXQ
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4Ni1JjMZWCH4j8fagRJJ6p?si=W0W1MO6oTcqpywH88IyAXQ
https://open.spotify.com/episode/4Ni1JjMZWCH4j8fagRJJ6p?si=W0W1MO6oTcqpywH88IyAXQ


 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, manufacture 
to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community 

Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Teas 
 

"We Serve" is the motto of Lions Clubs 
International and Gillingham Lions Club 
members look forward to serving you once 
again at our Harvest Tea Party in St.  
Margarets Millenium Hall. 
 

Sunday 15th October is the date for your 
diary this year - from 3.30 until 6.00pm. 
 

If you are elderly or lonely you would be 
very welcome.   
To apply for an invitation simply ring  
Brenda on 01634 379062. 
Transport can be arranged.  
 

We very much look forward to greeting old 
and new friends again this year. 

What’s On at St. Matthew’s, Drewery Dr 
 

The Place of Welcome  
Join us very Thursday morning from 10am.  
Just come along for an opportunity to chat 
over a cuppa, completely free of charge.  

 
St. Matthew’s Film Club  
Back on 25th September.  
 
The Thursday Club  
7th September with speaker Melanie Gibson-
Bartonthe, a great favourite, speaking to us 
about the Suffragettes and Suffragists.  
 

Other speakers lined up for the autumn  
include Lenny Clarke, telling us about 
‘Another Side of Canterbury’ and Brian  
Carline with his intriguingly entitled talk 
‘Soil, Sweat and Tears’.  
The club is open to anyone aged 50+ and a 
warm welcome awaits new members.  
 
For any information on the above, contact 
Geoff on 01634 234712  
or geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 

Sat 21st October - 7pm 
 

The seafaring Folk Group 'Swinging the 
Lead' will be performing a concert at St. 
Matthew's Community Centre, Drewery Dr. 
 

A long-established group who perform  
regularly around the country, they will be 
bringing us a variety of sea shanties and  
other maritime themed folk songs.  
Lovers of groups like 'Fishermans Friends' 
will not want to miss this concert.  
Tickets (currently selling fast) are priced at 
£12.50 each which will include refreshments 
during the interval. It promises to be a  
terrific evening’s entertainment.  
 

For tickets, please phone Geoff on 01634 
234712 or email geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 

20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air Scout 
Group Indoor Boot Fair 
 

Saturday 16th September, 10am – 1pm 
Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive,  
Hempstead, ME7 3DW 
£5 per table 
 

To book a table please email Abbie 
abbie.obrien@live.co.uk 
 

All Invited.  Free Entry 

mailto:geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

                           Neil Mace 
  19 Gayhurst Close                     

Rainham                                     07792 244 315 

 6 

CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 
 7 

Community cont... 

Wigmore Voices 

 

Wigmore Voices present their  
Autumn concert 'Trains & Boats & Planes'  
 

St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery 
Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, ME8 0PD. 
 

Thursday 14th September at 8.30pm 
 

Tickets £8 refreshments included, available 
from Sue on 07990 837287 

Word on the Streets 

 We need volunteers for:   
  

 Rainham      
 600 - 638 Mierscourt Rd (21), 308 - 348 +5 Mierscourt   
 Rd (26),  
 top of Otterham Quay Lane/Bramley Cl/ 
 Blackthorn Rd (50),  
  

 Upchurch    
 Poot Lane/Wetham Green/Susan’s Lane circuit   
  

 Parkwood    
 Foxburrow Close (29), Stoneacre Close (22),  
 Knavesacre Cl (31), Parkwood Green,  
 Long Catlis Rd 53--85 (17) 
  

  Hempstead  
 Ferndown Cl (20), Greenback Cl (38), Hickory Dell (68) 
 Sickness/holiday cover  
 

  If you are interested in helping out - even just   
 temporarily, please do get in touch with  
 Anne: 07791 585998 

Rainham Ladies Choir  
 

Rainham Ladies resume rehearsals at  
7.30 pm on Monday 4th September at  
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way.  
 

We are especially pleased to welcome our 
new Musical Director, Cathy Robinson and  
accompanist, Marius. This new team  
promises some interesting and challenging 
projects for the choir.  
If you enjoy singing and want to join a 
friendly group of ladies, come along for a 
free 4-week taster. We promise you'll enjoy 
it!    
 

Contact our Secretary on 07954 604697 or 
01634 370797 or rlchoir@outlook.com 

Choral Singing Workshop 
 

Saturday 16th September 2023 
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch 
10am to about 4pm.   
 

Join us for a day of choral  
singing and learn some beautiful music in the 
wonderful surroundings of our medieval 
church, under the leadership of professional 
soprano and singing teacher, Vicki Stilwell. 
 

£10 for members of UCS, £12 for others.   
 

An informal performance will be held at 
3.30pm and any audience will be charged £2.   
Parking available at Holywell School.   
All are welcome! 
 

sue.rossiter1@outlook.com  / 01634 234780  

Rainham Community Champion Awards 
 

The awards evening is planned for Autumn   
 ‘23.  

 Use the QR code here or head   
 to the Facebook page  
 nomination section to let us    
 know who you think should   
 win. 

mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com
mailto:sue.rossiter1@outlook.com


 

 

More Trees for Rainham Campaign 
 

Last month, we published an article about  
the importance of trees; they make our town 
beautiful, lower the temperature, reduce the 
dangerous amount of air pollution effecting 
children and the elderly and, also, act as a 
unique habitat for many local species of 
wildlife that are important to maintaining  
our fragile biodiversity.  
 

We have been contacted by many, asking  
how they can help reverse the decline of  
trees in Rainham, and offering to plant and 
care for any newly-planted trees. 
This was incredibly uplifting to us at Action 
Forum and got us thinking. Could we help 
organise a campaign to plant as many trees 
and hedges as possible this winter?  
Is there a part of a field that could be turned 
into a pocket woodland, a boundary in a 
school for a native hedgerow or a small patch 
in your own garden which could become an 
oasis for wildlife? Each extra tree planted  
will help. 
 

Action Forum will source trees for anyone 
willing to plant and care for them. Small 
“whips” are available free and larger trees at a 
small cost. All will be delivered to Westmoor  

 

 

Nursery on the A2, when available, sorted  
into individual orders and recipients advised.  

Stuart Bourne, ex-royal gardener and 
experienced tree planter, has volunteered to 
advise on how best to ensure your tree is 
planted successfully and cared for.  
 

We also want to work together with Medway 
Council and see if there any parks or grass 
verges that could take a tree or two. 
 

This will not be an easy task.  
People may have seen a report on how nearly 
500,000 newly-planted trees were lost because 
there was no after-care plan for them. We 
would like to see individuals willing to have 
them in their gardens but, also, groups of 
people who can organise and plan the care 
these trees need during those first difficult 
years. 
So, if youor a local group, want to see more 
trees in Rainham and are willing to find them 
homes or volunteer to help sort the trees when 
delivered, please contact Stuart Bourne at 
stuartbourne_email@hotmail.com who will  
be attempting to organise this campaign. 
 
So, where are our missing trees? (A 
Stockey) 
 

After Stuart Bourne’s wonderful piece last 
month about ‘Our Local Street Trees’, I would 

Nature Notes (H Mackay Miller) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 

mailto:stuartbourne_email@hotmail.com


 

 

like to ask our readers for some help. In your 
travels around the area, if you should see a 
damaged or missing urban street tree, please 
make a note and let me know.   
We are talking about those on the pavement or 
grass verges between the road and pavement 
(not those in front gardens).  
So, whether an empty square where one used  
to be; a cut off stump or an evidently dead or 
dying tree, drop me a line. All you need to do  
is tell me where it is located and why you are 
reporting it, e.g., ‘Stump outside 4 Berengrave 
Lane’.  
You can do that via text to 07515 284244 or 
email, alanstockey@gmail.com. I will collate 
the results during September and share the 
results with Medway Council’s team to agree 
next steps. 
 

September in the  
Nature-Friendly Garden                                             

          (by Victoria Golding)  

 

While so much of the world has frizzled and 
burned this summer, our corner of Kent has  
had a mainly cool time, with enough rain.  But, 
the reality of climate change has meant that I 
needed the stored water and have watered more 
than I used to.   
Plants have benefitted from that, with 
noticeably stronger growth.  Our light soil dries 
out quickly so I have tried to keep my plants 
healthy by watering, mulching, giving them 
space and, particularly, light.  Plant growth 
creeps up on us and, suddenly, we realise that 
perennials and tall annuals are bending towards 
the light and becoming spindly (Autumn is a 
good time to open up shady areas as we don’t 
disturb nesting birds). 
As I write, the weather pattern seems to be 
giving heavy rain to the West and North, 
moving East but becoming patchy until we 

receive virtually nothing.  What happens 
next?  My mantra is: ‘Expect the worst and 
plan to counteract it’.  So, I go on saving my 
kitchen water and putting it on the base of 
hedges each day.  Woody plants have grown 
well this year.   
 

Plant of the month 
I am a great fan of Michaelmas  daisies.   
There is a huge variety of sizes, colours and  
shapes that give us such a boost of the  
delicate flowers so loved by butterflies.  They 
are great survivors, particularly if pruned at  
the end of their flowering season and, with 
moderate care, they will last for several years.   
 

Job of the month 
I have been potting up seedlings of things 
common in our garden: foxgloves, small 
flowered evening primrose, “Bill Wallis” 
geranium and red campion.  Some will go to  

our Open Garden plant sales and some for 
home.  
The foxgloves and evening primroses mustn’t 
be too big before planting; they need to grow 
long tap roots and hate being moved late.   
I have ordered more bulbs, some of which 
need deeper planting than I realised, and will 
get them in early, apart from tulips that hate 
sitting in the soil for too long.   
We learn all the time, which is the wonderful 
thing about life! 
 

There are still a couple of our Open Gardens 
to visit and the Wild about Gardens team is 
offering more of our great Workshops over 
the winter season.  

Visit: 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/
events   
 

Happy Gardening and keep 
planning for a wildlife filled 
garden!   
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The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

 

Climate Conversations (Steph) 

 

RMGS Eco Club 
 

It was reading the book ‘Diary of a Young 
Naturalist’ that encouraged me to take the  
leap to start an environmental committee at 
RMGS back in November. The book follows 
Dara Macanulty through his work to protect 
the natural world despite his struggles as a 
neurodiverse teen.  
The Eco Club have at least one meeting each 
week with weekly eco-updates in the Student 
Bulletin. Since our formation, we have  
worked on a number of projects and achieved 
Eco-School’s status along the way!  
 

One of our first schemes was to set up ‘Post-a-
pen Points’ around the school. (Rymans now 
collect all pens for recycling if you would care 
to join us!)  
We spent a long time negotiating/organising a 
scheme to reduce single-use cups in the school 
canteen. Students will have a loyalty card 
stamped each time they use one of the ‘Ugly 
Mugs’ we appealed for or their own thermos; 
six stamps will equate to a free hot drink! 
We set up the LCC (Litter Critter Crew) back 
in April which runs 3 times a week during 
form time and is led by a designated Eco Club 
sixth form ‘Captain’.  Students receive house 
points for their contributions.  
 

Over summer, the Eco Club spent time doing 
heavy work in the school garden, clearing the 
docks and nettles from the raised beds to grow 
our own produce along with flowers for 
pollinators. It has been extremely gratifying to 
see the garden blossom and to be able to 
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at our School Trust event!  
A ‘Green Fund’ for environmental initiatives 
then gained a head start with our veg stall 
and tours of the garden during Charity Week. 
 

We have taken part in a number of outside-
school activities, including the Rainham  
Anti-Idling workshop/competition (with our  
winning slogan ‘Lights RED, Engines DEAD. 
#BemoreRainham’), took part in the ‘Big 
School’s Birdwatch’ and, more recently, had 
a stall at the Rainham Big Green Day where I 
also spoke about the importance of protecting 
the natural world, a subject I went into in 
more detail for a Rainham Eco-hub Podcast. 
 

An initiative for September is our Uniform 
Bank. We thoroughly enjoyed visiting 
Thamesview Primary for insight into how 
their scheme works and have had plenty of 
donations so far!  
Over the next school year, we hope to fully 
establish the Bank, roll out re-useable mug 
use, collect plastic bottles towards making 
our own greenhouse and sign up to a tree-
planting scheme to reforest our school and 
make it greener for all!  
 

Follow us on Instagram at rmgs_ecoclub.  
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 

Rainham History       (Nigel Fray) 
 

Help needed by Anchorians Association 

 

The Anchorians Association will be  
celebrating its centenary in 2026. 
The Association was created as the old boys’ 
association (‘Old Anchorians’) of the County 
Grammar School, later Gillingham Grammar 
School. This merged in 1975 with Rainham 
Boys’ Secondary School to create The How-
ard School. 
 

To mark its centenary, I am writing a book 
detailing the Association’s history from 
1926. An important chapter will be to  
commemorate those 65 Old Anchorians who 
gave their lives in World War II in service of 
their country. We know from our archives 
that some of those honoured on the  
Association’s War Memorial were killed in 
action but we have little else to go on to  
determine how they served or the circum-
stances of their demise.  We are, therefore, 
undertaking a research project to gather as 
much information as possible about them.  
The Memorial was, from its commemoration 
in 1949, originally located at the Grammar 
School in Third Avenue but, since 1975, has 
proudly hung in the Association’s  

Clubhouse. 
 

Recognising the close link that still remains 
between us, The Howard School has kindly 
agreed to assist with this work.  
To aid the students, I wondered if any of 
your readers are related to (or know of) those 
OAs named on the Memorial and have  
information which could add to our research. 

To that end, I list their names below: 
 

ADLAM, LFP                      ANDERSON, IM        
ATKINSON, R                     BARRETT, KA        
BAYS, HJ                             BEACON, PJ 
BEET, CH                            BERRY, AF               
BLACK, WR                        BONFIELD, GM   
BRYANT, GJD                    BRYANT, K 
CAHILL, JWJ                      CAPON, PJ                
CASH, FAH                         CHISHOLM, JNF  
CHURCH, CAJ                    CLEMETT, JA 
CURTIS, MG                       DAVIS, DL                
DICKIE, AM                        EDWARDS, DW   
GLYNN, GR                        GLYNN, KA                
EMMETT, BR                      ENWRIGHT, CJ         
FARAHAR, RAJ                  FORD, CR      
FOWLER, DC                      FRASER, TJ 
GAY, LC                               GILBERT, EG     
HELLENBURGH, AJ           HESTER, AH         
HUNTER, WAW                  JAMES, GTP 
JONES, T                              LITTLE, AW            
LONG, SR                             LOVELL, VC       
McLAUGHLIN, EA              McLEAN, W 
MERRALLS, PE                   MOON, GE             
MOUNTAIN, RO                  NEEDHAM, FJ        
NORMAN, AJ                       PEARCE, NF 
PRATT, CH                           RAMSHAW, JE     
RICHARDSON, KR              RYAN, J                
SEAGER, IC                          SHARMAN, PR 
SMITH, EH                            SMITH, FA            
STONEMAN, RT                  SUTHERLAND, JS   
TAYLOR, CW                      TIBBS, R 
WAITT, WT                          WILKINSON, ER      
WILLIS, JA                            WILSON, LR          
WINDER AJ  
 
I should be grateful if information would be 
sent to me: 
nigelfray@aol.com  or 
The Hon. Secretary, The Anchorians Associ-
ation, The Clubhouse, Darland Avenue, Gil-
lingham ME7 3AN. 
 

Thank you, Nigel Fray 
Hon. Secretary, The Anchorians Association 

mailto:nigelfray@aol.com


 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

1st Sept - ‘Swagger’, Parkwood Social Club, 8.30pm, £1 
 

2nd Sept - Hempstead Festival, Hempstead Library  
 

2nd - 30th Sept - Rainham & Distr ict Dollshouse & Min-
iaturist Group exhibition at Rainham Library during normal 
library opening hours. Dollshouses and miniature items 
made by club members in all different scales.  
 

3rd Sept - RSPB Medway coach tr ip, Minsmere Reserve, 
7.30am with Trevor Hatton, £25, book on 07709 925613,  
see www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

4th Sept - Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club restarts, 
Howard Memorial Hall, 2-4pm, Hannah Hendra on 01634 
362662 
 

4th Sept - Rainham Ladies Choir re-starts, 7.30pm, RSG, 
rainhamladieschoir.com or email rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

7th Sept - The Thursday Club, St. Matthews Community 
Centre, Wigmore, 2pm, contact Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

7-9/14-16 Sept – ‘Billy Liar’ comedy by Keith Waterhouse, 
Oasthouse Theatre, 8pm, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 

11th  Sept - Medway Music Club, ‘with Mark Thompson’,  
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30pm, £7, 07795 576294 
 

13th Sept - East Medway u3a, ‘Fraud Protection’ with 
Kent Police, 2pm, Smallholders Club, Wigmore,  
sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

13th Sept - RSPB Medway Guided Walk, Black Barn 
Pools what3words: neat.power.crisis, 9.30am, 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway/www.facebook.com/
rspbmedway 
 

14th Sept - Wigmore Voices Autumn Concert, 8.30pm, 
St Matthew’s, £8 (incl. refreshments), 07990 837287  
 

16th Sept - Upchurch Choral Society Singing Workshop, 
St Mary’s, 10-4pm, £12, suerossiter@waitrose.com or 
01634 234780 
 

16th Sept - Hempstead Air Scouts Indoor Boot Fair, 10-1,  
Dukes Meadow Drive, abbie.obrien@live.co.uk  
 

19th Sept - RSPB Medway Talk, ‘Amazing Birds’, Chris 
Collins, Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN 7pm, 
£4.50 www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway  
 

20th Sept - BWAG Club Night, ‘Little things that run the 
Earth’ Clive Nuttman, Blacksmith’s Barn, Bredhurst, ME7 
3JU,  7pm. £5 per person (w refreshments) 07772 920359/
info@bwag.org.UK 
 

22nd Sept - ‘Guy Watson’, P’wood Social Club, 8.30pm, £1 
 

24th Sept - RSPB Medway Guided Walk, Minis Bay & 
Coldharbour, what3words: duration.grumbles.twist, 9am, 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway  
 

25th Sept - St Matthew’s Film Club, 2pm, 234 712,  
£2 for refreshments, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk 
 

26th Sept - The Tuesday Social Club, Lower Halstow, 
‘The Old Forge War-Time House’ by the Lepperts, £4, raf-
fle, 7.30pm, Memorial Hall, School Lane, Liz 01795 
842272 
 

27th Sept - Rainham Historical Society, ‘The Inter-War 
Profits from Action Forum are distributed 
between a number of charities. 13 

Check out www.thenet.uk.net/events  

St Margaret’s Monday ‘Relaxed’ Service, 4th Mon of 
month, 2pm,  Contact 362 023 for more details 
 

Rainham WI, 3rd Thurs of month, Rainham Cr icket 
Club Berengrave Lane, 1.15pm, small charge, 01634 
234997  
 

Rainham Health Walk, alternate Weds, 10.40am out-
side St Margaret’s, followed by an active and wellbeing  
session inside at 12pm, walking@medway.org.uk  
 

Evergreen Club, each Wed, 2pm, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, Rita on 07748 058770 
 

Kent Classic & Sports Car Club, 2nd Thurs of 
month, 
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  

 

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist 
Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall, 
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls, each Mon 2-4, Wed 
7.30-9.30, glenyslovell@hotmail.com/01795 842376 
 

Knit and Natter, every Tues, 12-2pm, Rainham Mark 
Social Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft, come and chat 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy 
on 01622 693101 

 

Medway Model Club, each Fri 7-10pm, all ages,  
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

Upchurch Horticultural Society, 1st Wed each month, 
97 Chaffes Lane, contact: upchurchsociety@gmail.com 
 

Rainham Community Choir, every Mon 7pm,  
Rainham Oast, £4.50, contact cdlmedway@gmail.com 
 

Reflex Photographic Club, Thurs, 7.45pm, Rainham 
School for Girls, www.reflexphoto.co.uk 
 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, Fr i AM,  
Julie on 01634 364309  
 

Breathe Easy Medway (for  those with COPD), 1st 
Tues of month, 1-3pm, Twydall Community Centre, ME8 
6TQ, 
secretary@BreatheEasyMedway.co.uk or 07775 461573 
 

Scottish Country Dancing, Mon - 1.30pm, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, Thurs - 8pm, St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Rainham, www.medwaycaledonians.co.uk, £3 
 

Crafty Friends 6.30pm, every Mon, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, contact wilsons2@aol.com  
 

Rainham Chess Club, 2nd and 4th Wed of each 
month, 7.30pm, Rainham Oast, Rob - 07890 938544 
 

Rainham Horticultural Society, 1st Tues each 
month, 7.15pm, Rainham Cricket Club, 07931 337310/ 
Rainham.kent.horticultural@gmail.com 
 

Hempstead Friendship Club for  ladies, every 2nd /4th 
Thurs, behind Hempstead Library, 2pm, 07951 629444 
 

Wigmore Ladies Club, 3rd Wed of month, 2pm,  
Howard Memorial Hall, 01634 388912 
 

Rainham Flower Club, 3rd Wed of month, Bredhurst 
Village Hall, 7.30pm, 01634 307855/01795 843180  
 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
https://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:walking@medway.org.uk
https://www.reflexphoto.co.uk/


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
VOLUNTEER BOOKKEEPER 
needed by Rainham Community 
Projects CIC t/a Sunburst Books and 
Action Forum to prepare annual 
accounts for audit. If you have the skills 
and are willing to give some time, please 
call Hamish on 07835 859846  
 

Gmm CLEANING SERVICES 
Domestic cleaning, deep clean, carpet 
and upholstery clean, end of tenancy, 
one off cleans Mobile: 07895 717484 
 

UPLIFT THERAPIES  
Hypnotherapy - Psychotherapy 
Counselling (07368 321705) 
http://www.uplift-therapies.co.uk   
 

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES  
wanted for cash in any condition.  
Please call Mike on 01634 230417 or 
07774 111057 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD  
Replacement glass, hinges & handles, 
UPVC specialist 01634 871808  
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school  
and enjoy the world of dance.  
All beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment 
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404  
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£100/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings, 
Facilities for the Disabled,  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book, go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461507 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP   
Sunday Services 10.30am at Begonia 
Avenue Church, Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418  
 

 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd.  
Sunday Services 11am (with children’s 
activities) and 6.30pm. For details of 
other weekly meetings, including 
children's and youth work, please see 
our website: wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 

HAIR BY SUE - Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines.  
After refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector David Kirk 01634 389079 
 
MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
Presentations of 10/30 mins on the work 
we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, enabling 
them to have a trade and earn a living. 
The presentation comes with a display, 
and brochures providing further info. 
Contact Trevor Cox on 
mvw781@gmail.com or 01634 670115 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 07860 450938 
                            01634 375069  

No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


