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Rainham Brickfield Finds  

At one time, the Lower Rainham Road looked very different than it does now, with  
brickfields and cement works along the river.  

Did you have relatives who worked on the Rainham Brickfield - if so, perhaps they were one 
of the men who found Roman artefacts amongst the dirt?  (see p11 for more)  



 

 

Editorial 

 

My grandson’s declaration that the conkers I 
had found were part of his treasure (along 
with acorns and chestnuts) and then keeping 
hold of one in his little hand all day has been 
delightful and a nod to more innocent autumn 
pastimes of my own childhood.  
I vividly remember, probably at around the 
age of nine or ten, cycling out to Hartlip with 
two mates as the trees by the church had  
given up their treasure to older boys throwing 
sticks up into the trees to knock them down.  
A lady came out of her house in the village, 
led us to a paddock beyond and gave us a bag 
each to fill, probably sufficient to share with 
our entire class, maybe even the entire school! 
Bragging rights to possessing a sixer (a  
conker that had won six battles) were in my 
dreams probably but I never succumbed to 
giving the conkers special treatments (I under-
stand baking them or soaking them in vinegar 
assured a harder shell and therefore longer 
life). I think my dad or older brother might 
have helped thread them onto leftover strings 
from the onion sets, ready for battle to 
commence.  
I also remember carving out swede lanterns, 
as pumpkins weren’t so much a thing back in 
the sixties, and how hard it was to remove 
sufficient flesh to get a small candle inside 
and cut the gruesome face without severing  
an artery.  
If you and your family succumb to the 
pumpkin madness this year, then do try out 
our suggested recipe for ‘Pumpkin Mac n 
Cheese’ on page 11, and please do remember 
that all leftovers go into the brown bins. 
 

Autumn is, I think, my favourite season, with 
the warmth of the sun still sufficient to bring 

cheer, the golden delights of the leaves 
changing colour and bulbs already starting to 
poke through, heralding the colourful bulbs  
of the next year.    
 
 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Re: Lidsing Garden Development 

 

Dear Editor, 
Re Marion Marshall’s letter in the Sept 
edition, the rules and regulations surrounding 
Planning Applications are many and manifold 
and are heavily weighted in favour of 
developers.  The council is NOT all-powerful 
and MUST always adhere to the rules.  If it 
doesn’t, developers can appeal to the 
Secretary of State who will scrutinise the 
reasons for a refusal and if the rules have been 
ignored an appeal will be granted, leaving the 
council with a legal bill of tens of thousands 
of pounds. 
Medway Council is strongly opposing the 
Lidsing development, not on behalf of the 
residents of Lidsing, but because the 5000 
new inhabitants will avail themselves of 
Medway’s facilities, schools, doctors, 
hospitals etc. whilst all the council tax revenue 
will end up in the coffers of Maidstone 
Borough Council.   
Medway can only refuse a Planning 
Application if it infringes the Planning Rules - 
the proposed development at Pump Lane 
being a case in point.  For the other estates 
that Ms Marshall cites there were no 
infringements of the rules and, as a result, they 
all proceeded. 
All councils have been set a target by the 
Government to build tens of thousands of 
houses before 2035.  The 2000 at Lidsing ticks 
a box for Maidstone Council but it is Medway 
residents who will suffer as a result.   
Maidstone is not alone in building on the 
boundary with Medway.  Swale Council are 
doing likewise in Lower Rainham, near to the 
Three Sisters.  Whilst blatantly unfair, it is 
within the rules, unfortunately.  All Medway 
can do is ’Strongly Oppose’. 
 

Yours faithfully,  
Rob Tinsdale  

  
Next issue : Nov 24th, 2022 
Copy date : Nov 14th, 2022 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk Prices on page 14  
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 

2 



 

 
3 

 
FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Prostate Cancer -  Marathon Update 

 

Dear Editor, 
I hope this finds you well? 
 

I am writing, slightly belated I’m sorry, to 
thank you for the three consecutive features in 
Action Forum. Whilst it’s hard to tell if anyone 
donated as a result (I do get some anonymous 
donations) it certainly helped raise awareness. 
Not only did I get a few friends say they’d 
seen it but the final feature was passed on by 
his dad to a young man called Matt Clewes in 
Southampton whom I played cricket with 
locally when he was a teenager. Turns out he 
was very touched by what he read and as he 
works as a volunteer presenter on Voice FM he 
managed to get me my first ever live interview 
the night before the south coast marathon! 
 

My prostate cancer fundraising for the summer 
has passed £5100 (including my wife who 
walked the 3rd marathon with me) taking the 
total since June 21 to just over £31,000! 
 

Thanks again for your wonderful support, I 
wish you all the best. 
 

Paul Dennington 
 
Riverside Country Park Forum Invite 
 

Dear Editor, 
Rainham residents are warmly invited to the 
Riverside Country Park Forum.  
The Forum was formed in 2020 to give the 
public an opportunity to hear about the work  

of the park rangers and the council’s green 
spaces team at the country park, Berengrave 
Lane Nature Reserve and Bloors Community 
Woodland. There is an opportunity to ask 
questions and put forward your own ideas and 
suggestions to the team. We also have nature 
updates, presentations and most recently we 
had a history walk before the meeting. As 
Chair of the Forum, I extend the invite to all 
residents who would like to come along to our 
next meetings:  
Autumn 2022 
Monday 21st November 6-7pm starting with a 
presentation from Birdwise then 7pm-8:30pm 
for the meeting. 
Spring 2023 
Monday 20th March 6pm-7pm for a Ranger- 
guided walk and 7pm-8:30pm for the meeting. 
 

Please email Y ourNew@Medway.gov.uk or 
call 01634 566475 to register your place. 
 

Best wishes 
Martin Potter 
(Councillor for Rainham North and Forum 
Chair) 
 
Rainham Community Orchard 
 

Dear Editor, 
We had a lovely apple picking afternoon at the 
Orchard this year and just wanted to say a 
huge thank you to all the volunteers who so 
carefully tend the plot throughout the year. 
 

Many thanks, The Poynter Family 

mailto:YourNew@Medway.gov.uk


 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, Fencing 

etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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Community Autumn at St Matthew’s, Drewery Drive 
 

Free Film Afternoons 
Refreshments are available afterwards for a 
nominal fee. 
 

Thursday Club  
Weekly at 2pm in the Community Centre, 
with a full programme of speakers and  
entertainers. 
 

Place of Welcome ‘drop-in’  
Every Thursday morning between 10am and 
12 noon.  Completely free of charge,  
refreshments and a chat.   
 

For more information contact Geoff on: 
01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk Another Great Oasthouse Gig 

 

Another evening of wonderful music is 
planned for Saturday 5th November at the 
Oasthouse Community Centre. 
 

ME REX are a London-based four-piece  
‘heart-on-sleeve-cuties’ performing their 
own brand of indie-pop. Support comes from 
returning heroes Holy Reptile, who some 
may remember as Love Reptiles before  
moving from Medway to Bristol. 
 

Tickets are £8 and can be bought in advance 
or on the door, which opens at 7.30pm.  
Music starts around 8.15 and all ages are 
welcome. 
Facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions or by  
emailing carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 

Take a Trip to the Emerald City 
 

We invite you to join Dorothy and her 
friends as they travel along the yellow brick 

road to The Emerald City to seek  
The Wizard of Oz!  

 

The Brook Theatre in Chatham  
2:00pm on 29th and 30th October 
7:30pm on 28th and 29th October.  

 

Tickets are available from the box office 
( 01634338338 or medwayticketslive.co.uk)  

 

A Three Towns Theatre Company Production 

Word on the Streets 

 

Thanks to all who have enquired about, or 
picked up, new routes, also to those who have 
covered holidays and illnesses. 
We now have a number of streets that need  
volunteers moving forward: 
 

Parkwood 
Roper Close (32), Thorpe Walk (44), Sedley 
Close (no flats) (40), Rowbrocke Close (28), 
Rycaut Close (50), Plomley Close (35), 
Hardinge Close inc Sienna (15), Howbury 
Walk (24) 
 

Hempstead 
Lamplighters Close (91), The Paddocks (14), 
Honeysuckle Close (8), Claridge Court (7) 
 

If you are interested in helping out - even just 
temporarily, please do get in touch with  
Anne: 07791 585 998 
 

Medway Scrabble Club 
 

Join us alternate Mondays - St Stephen's 
church hall, Chatham.  
Contact Eamon on 07523 124668 

mailto:carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Got a veg and fruit glut this autumn? 
 

To all gardeners harvesting the bumper crop 
produced this summer: 
If you have too much to handle take your 
surplus along to Gillingham Street Angels.  
They can use it to rustle up tasty meals for 
those who are in need and less fortunate. 
43 Skinner Street, Gillingham   
Mon to Fri, 9am - 1pm, Sat, 9am - 12pm  
 

Contact: tracy@thestreet-angels.org 

Community cont... 

Upchurch Choral Society presents 

“Jubilate” 
Saturday 26th November 2022  
St Mary’s church Upchurch, at 7.30pm.   
Entry £10, under 18s free.  
Interval refreshments will be available,  
courtesy of The Friends of St Mary’s. 
 

Our concert will include Mozart’s  
Coronation Mass and other seasonal items.   
In addition, our soloists for the evening will 
be the group Sonare, who recently gave a 
stunning concert in St Mary’s.   
 

This concert will be dedicated to the late 
Frank Osborne, who sang with our choir for 
many years with a delightful Tenor voice. 
 

For more information contact our Secretary: 
01634 234780/suerossiter@waitrose.com  

The Inner Wheel Club of Gillingham  
 

RACE NIGHT  
for our charity of the year ‘Sheerness RNLI’  

 

Friday March 3rd 2023 
at Upchurch River Valley Restaurant. 

Tickets £12, to include a Fish & Chip Supper 
 

Book early to avoid disappointment 
Rosemarie Barnes - 07547 250 010  

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club 
 

We meet every Monday afternoon at Howard 
Memorial Hall, Woodside, between 2 - 4pm, 
welcoming anyone over 50 years of age.  
 

Come along for the afternoon, play bingo, 
chat and make new friends.  

 

Phone Hannah Hendra for more details on 
01634 362662.  

Big Green Day 
 

St Margaret’s Church is hosting ‘Rainham’s 
Big Green Day’ and it will take place on 
November 19th between 10-2pm. 
 

On the day we will have talks from various 
local groups who want to share what you can 
be doing at home and in your town to help 
with the cost of living. 
It will also go a long way to everyone being 
more environmentally-friendly. 
 

Stands, activities and local schools. 
Activities for all the family and it’s FREE. 

St Peter’s, Bredhurst Christmas Fayre 
Sat 3rd Dec, 12 - 2pm  
 

St Matthew’s, Wigmore Christmas Quiz 
Sat 3rd Dec, 7.30pm start 
 

More details in our next edition! 



 

 

EMMETTS NATURE NOTES  
 

One October some time ago, my wife and I 
visited Emmetts Garden, near Sevenoaks 
which is owned by the National Trust.  The 
garden occupies a prominent position on the 
Upper Greensand Ridge which sweeps in a 
great horseshoe round the brim of the Kentish 
Weald.  The Trust claims that Emmetts is the 
highest garden in Kent and in the garden is a 
magnificent Wellingtonia tree which stands at 
some 125 feet in height and is the highest tree 
top and landmark for miles around.   
The garden suffered considerable damage in 
the Great Storm of 1987.  Many large oak  
and beech trees were lost.  Readers may 
remember scenes on television, or in 
newspapers, of trees lying across each other 
like skittles at a bowling alley.  Just a few 
oaks and a lone, massive beech tree were still 
standing.  The Trust has, however, carried out 
an extensive replanting programme and there 
is now little trace of the effects of the storm.   
 

The leaves of the sweet chestnut trees in the 
adjoining Scards Wood had turned yellow by 
the time of our visit.  The wood is the habitat 
of nuthatches, tree creepers, jays and great 
spotted wood peckers, among other birds.  
There was a chill in the air and a smell of 
autumn.  We paused at the viewpoint that 
opens up among the trees in the blue bell 
wood at Emmetts and could see the shingled 
spire of Ide Hill Church; Bough Beech 
Reservoir; Crowborough Beacon; and 
Ashdown Forest in the Weald of East Sussex.  
In the garden itself we were able to admire a 
number of trees and shrubs of the acer genus 
which were resplendent in their various shades 
of red.  We came across a handkerchief or 
dove tree which has showy white bracts in 

May and reddish-brown fruit in October; it is a 
native of China.  We were attracted to the 
candy-floss scent of the leaves of a tree 
commonly known as the “Burnt Toffee Tree”.  
It is one of the genus of deciduous trees grown 
for their foliage and spectacular autumn 
colour.  
 

Armed with a coloured brochure of the fungi 
to be found at Emmetts, we identified quite a 
number of them.  In the South Garden and  
The Meadow, we came across fungi called 
waxcaps which are indicators of ancient 
grassland.  Some had colours which made 
them readily identifiable and which brought a 
splash of autumn, such as butter, honey, 
crimson and golden wax caps.  On the lawns 
we spotted a fairy ring fungus.  It creates 
circles of dark, lush grass through the 
fertilising effects of the nitrates it produces.  
Some “fairy rings” can be several yards across 
and are centuries old.  The fruity bodies, which 
appear from late summer onwards, have buff-
coloured caps and stems.  Some fungi are of a 
tough species which will survive long, dry 
periods. 
 

Before it was created into a garden in the late 
19th century, Emmetts was part of a common 
on which local people had rights, among 
others, to graze cattle and pigs.  In the middle 
of that century the common was, however, 
enclosed and the commoners’ rights were 
extinguished.  Over 150 years later, in the 
absence of grazing, most of the former 
common outside the boundaries of the garden 
has become recolonised by bracken and by 
oak, birch and other trees.   
In certain woodland areas of the old common 
the National Trust is actively promoting the 
growth of typical heath land plants such as 
heather and bilberry, by cutting back the 
invasive trees and other plants.  Lowland heath 
is a very rare habitat, especially in Kent.  

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

Reptiles such as snakes and lizards thrive in 
such a habitat.  We saw areas of original heath 
land by the side of the footpath which starts at 
the tea room and shop at Emmetts and leads to 
Toys Hill.  There were bilberry plants but, 
unfortunately, whatever berries had ripened 
there by September, had been taken by October.  
Bilberries are good to eat raw but can also be 
made into jam and stewed in pies.  Bees are 
attracted to the rich source of nectar in the 
flowers of heather plants, but we were also too 
late to see the heather in bloom.   
 

We did, however, note a number of fungi which 
grow in the damp woodland undergrowth 
between the oak and birch trees.  Three species 
grabbed our particular attention.  Firstly, a large 
bunch of colourful sulphur tuft growing at the 
base of an oak tree.  Secondly, a couple of fly 
agarics which are poisonous, but not deadly, 
and which have red caps with white markings.  
Finally, a group of penny bun boletus with 
large caps that resemble toasted tea cakes.  
They are very good to eat, have a nutty aroma 
and are much prized in France.  They were also 
a reminder to us that it was time to retrace our 
steps to The Stable Tearoom. 
 

Nov in the Wilder Garden                           

                                         (by Victoria Golding)  

 

How did you get on with your planning and 
planting last month?   
All year round gardening is more important 
than ever, as we come to the end of a very 
challenging year.  Try to find another space for 
a water butt to take full advantage of 
downpours.  This extra chemical-free supply 
will help to keep your pond topped up. 
 

Plant of the month 
If you can do it this week, you can still have 
hyacinths to give as blooming Christmas gifts 

by using pre-prepared bulbs.  Search your 
cupboards for decorative pots.   
Simple presents, like a marker pen for plant 
labels that is water and UV resistant can be a 
boon for your friends.  I have really suffered 
by having all my plant labels fade before I 
realised it this year!  What a mess I am in.  
Some new seeds bloomed without me ever 
being able to identify them.  A collection of 
yoghurt pots with slivers cut from the bottom 
for drainage make ideal pots for small 
seedlings.  A thoughtful, but no-cost gift. 
 

Job of the month 
Dividing perennials, traditionally a spring job, 
can be done now that the soils are damp.  Put 
markers where you have replanted them if, 
like me, you forget by the time winter is over.  
If your compost heaps haven’t rotted down, 
incorporate paper shreddings, mix and water, 
then keep a cover over them to keep the heat 
in.   
Cleaning, reorganising and planning can make 
your inside space, (porches, sheds or 
greenhouses), havens for those times that you 
can’t face the weather. 
 

I am breaking with tradition in this article to 
ask you to write to your MP regarding the 
Government’s plans to scrap post-Brexit 
environmental laws.   
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/write-your-mp 
The Wildlife Trusts, the RSPB and the 
National Trust, as well as all environmental 
organisations are united in opposing this 
sweeping policy change. 
We each work in our own space 
to enhance the benefit for 
wildlife, but we need the 
background of a benign and 
nurturing wider environment.  
 

Happy Gardening! 
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The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
 

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

 
Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£33 per month / £90 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Climate Conversations (AS) 

 

Rainham Eco and Community Awards 
 

Last year, at this time, I attended the first 
Rainham Eco-awards, delighted then to cover 
the event for Action Forum and admire the 
efforts of those nominated and celebrated.  
A year on, Saturday 8th October, St Margaret’s 
church hosted a combined Eco-hub and 
Community Awards.  
How special it was to be there with most of 
the Action Forum editorial team, nominated 
for a Community Award in their own right, as 
well as being personally nominated and 
winning an award for leading the Rainham 
Clever Breathers air pollution campaign (see 
Facebook if you want more details).  
St Margaret’s church was bedecked with pink 
and blue umbrellas in advance of Baby Loss 
Awareness Week, supporting the Rainham 
charity ‘Making Miracles’, and looked 
fantastic. The evening was topped off with a 
wonderful buffet, donated by regular Eco-hub 
supporter Spice Fusion. 
 

There were too many nominations to name 
them all but well done to the winners: 
Rainham Litter Heroes; Rainham Community 
Orchard volunteers; Stuart Bourne; Rainham 
School for Girls; Against Lidsing Garden 
Development (who won ‘Moment of the Year’ 
for reaching their fund-raising target); 
TickTocks Coffee & Kitchen; June 
Buckingham for her signing choir, Tommy 
O’Hanlon, Leon Roskilly and Mutual Aid 
Road Reps.  
I must also make special mention of Helen 
Smart at ThamesView Primary and Rainham 
Kennilworth Under 13’s.  

Leftover Hallowe’en Pumpkin Recipe 
Alan’s Pumpkin Mac n Cheese (serves 4) 
 

1) Preheat the oven to 220C, gas mark 7.  
Toss 350g peeled pumpkin chunks (you can 
add sweet potato to make up amount if  
needed), a finely-sliced onion/large shallot, 
along with some rosemary, olive oil and  
seasoning.  
Place in a large roasting tin in a single layer 
and roast for 25 minutes, stirring a couple of 
times until tender and slightly charred - don’t 
let it burn.  
2) While the pumpkin is roasting, bring a 
large pan of water to boil and add 250g of 
pasta and cook as per the pack’s instructions. 
When just tender, drain and add to the roasted 
pumpkin mix, when ready. 
3) Add in 50g of grated cheese of choice  
(stronger flavoured cheese is better) and 25g 
of toasted pine nuts for some crunch.   
 

Now I like mine a bit sloppy and with a crispy 
top, so add a made-up sachet of cheese sauce, 
mix in with everything else then bake for a 
further 20 minutes. 
When finished, given your oven is nice and 
hot and if there are no little ones around (!), 
open the oven door and let the kitchen benefit 
from the heat - every little helps. 
 

Pumpkin seeds can also be roasted in another 
tray with a knob of butter, soy sauce, salt and  
garlic for a delicious munchy snack. 

11 

Nov Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

‘A paper coffee cup is rarely recyclable - 
take it home and put it into your brown 

bin for composting’ 
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 

Therefore,  
ceramics  
dominate the 
Walter Collection, 
although not all 
the objects are 
urns. There are 
also smaller  
containers, plates, cups and lids which must 
have been added to the graves either as part 
of the ritual of burial or had a special refer-
ence to the deceased.  
Types of clay vary from the black burnished 
ware of the local potteries to reddish  
imported ‘Samian.’ 
 
 
 

 
 
Amongst all 
the pots, a 
bronze steel-
yard stands 
out.  
 
 
 
 

This is a kind of balance which would serve 
to weigh items without the need of hefty  
counterweights – ideal maybe for an itinerant 
trader. It is almost complete, down to its cali-
brated scale, missing only the small ring that 
would have slid to balance the produce on its 
hook.  

 

Today it serves as a tiny window into the life 
of a local individual nearly 2,000 years ago.   

Bygone Rainham (Jeremy Clarke) 
 

From the brickfields… 
the Walter Collection at the Guildhall 
Museum 
 

Although antiquarians have been carefully 
sifting the soil in the north Kent since the 
eighteenth century, the vigorous mining of 
our landscape for chalk, clay and gravel has 
turned up a far greater number of artefacts 
and contributed hugely to the richness of  
our local archaeology.  
The position of the brick earth in Rainham, 
close to the line of the old Roman road, 
meant that its working in the nineteenth  
century led to a particularly impressive  
haul of objects. Many of these are entered  
in the inventory of the Rochester Museum  
as a 1912 donation from ‘The Walter  
Family.’ This must surely look back to  
William Walter, who was living at  
Berengrave through the middle to later years 
of the Victorian period. 
 

Just under 100 of 
these objects are 
listed specifically 
as ‘found in the  
Rainham brickfield 
on the Lower Road 
…and chiefly from  
a Roman  
Cemetery.’  
This almost  
certainly consisted 
principally, if not 
wholly, of  
cremations.  



 

 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

28th Oct - ‘History of the local area’, 2pm, 
Medway Geographical and Local History Society,  
new members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall, 
Contact: lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com/01634 572139 
 

28th Oct - Family Space Night, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
8pm, Evening of talks and displays about astronomy and 
space with hands-on activities for the younger children. 
Come and learn about Space, Astronomy and Rockets and, 
weather permitting, go outside to look at some  
interesting astronomical sights through the telescopes.  
Visit: www.midkentastro.org/events 
 

29th Oct - Annual Craft/ Gift Fayre for Great Ormond 
Street, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, ME80PN 10.30 
till 12.30, Good selection of stalls including cards,  
jewellery, hand knits, Xmas decorations etc. All welcome, 
Stalls still available, Contact Paula 07930 595856 
 

29th Oct - Friends of St Margaret’s Church Quiz Night,  
Millennium Centre, Rainham. Prompt 7pm start, tables of 
eight, £5 per person, booking essential, bring your own  
food and drink. Contact 01634 230430 or 230183 
 

2nd Nov - Coffee Morning at St Michael and All Angels 
Hartlip CofE, 10.30 - 12.30 (also 16th). Join us and reunite 
with old friends - rogerandirene@btinternet.com 
 

3rd Nov - The Thursday Club, Community Centre,  
St. Matthews, Drewery Drive, Wigmore from 2pm  
Mel Rose will present ‘Finally Goodbye’.  
Geoff on 01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

5th Nov - Oast House Community Centre gig - four-piece 
ME REX, £8.00 in advance or at door, opens 7.30pm, music 
starts 8.15pm, all ages are welcome.  
Facebook.or carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

5th Nov - Rainham Evening WI Annual Craft Fayre, St 
Paul’s, Parkwood from 9.30am - 1pm. Craft items, cakes, 
jams and chutneys, plants, Christmas decs, wooden goods, 
jigsaws, cards and stationery, jewellery as well as a raffle, 
tombola and, of course, tea and cake! Free entry and parking 
For further information contact 01634 365303 
 

6th Nov - Medway Ramblers Newington/Lower Halstow 
Circular Walk, start 10.00, 8 miles/12.9 km, Walk features 
in The Times’ Britain’s Best Walks. Moderate terrain (no 
stiles), finishes 14:30 approx, free parking at village hall 
(ME9 7JJ, TQ861647) or Newington Station, train option 
from Rochester arrives 9.29am.  Bring refreshments.  
Contact: Heather  - 07887 750881 
 

9th Nov - East Medway u3a Meeting, Wigmore Small-
holders’ Club ME8 0JG, 2 pm, talk by former Royal  
Protection Officer. Members free, Guests £2. 
Contact Sue Cook at sueu3acook@outlook.com 
 

10th Nov - The Thursday Club, Community Centre,  
St. Matthews, 2pm , ‘Micky the Magician’ 
Geoff on 01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

11th Nov - Mapping the surfaces of Mars and the Moon - 
Jans-Peter Muller, 8 pm, Bredhurst Village Hall.  
www. midkentastro.org.uk/events 

 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 
Recent recipients have been St Margaret's, St 
Matthews, Tools with A Mission, Rainham 
Eco-hub and the Community Hero awards. 
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Check out the www.thenet.uk.net/events  

 

12th Nov - Cats Protection Christmas Bazaar, 11am – 
3pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, ME7 3JZ, Craft stalls, Bric-
a-Brac, Handmade goods, toys, Christmas decorations, 
Raffle, Refreshments. All children receive a free goodie 
bag. Entrance £1 - Children go free!  
 

14th Nov - Medway Music Club, Ian Griffin will be  
playing live, 7.30pm, Parkwood Community Centre, 
refreshments/bar, £7 entry. phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 
07795 576294 
 

15th Nov - RSPB Medway Talk, Community Centre,  
Parkwood, ME8 9PN, 7.30-9.45pm, £4, ‘Birds, their 
nests, eggs and young’ by  Neil Philips,  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

17th Nov - The Thursday Club, Community Centre,  
St. Matthews, 2pm , Melanie Barton Gibson presents ‘Eva 
Braun - victim or contriver?’ 
Geoff on 01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

17th Nov - Bredhurst Garden Club, ‘Flowers in Folklore’,  
by Sophie Leathart, 1.45 pm, Howard Memorial Hall, 
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, Annual Subscription £10, 
Entrance Fee £1, Visitor’s Fee £2,  
Lesley Wainwright - 07791 781910 
 

19th Nov - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, All Saints  
Church and Village Hall, 11am-3pm, gift stalls, Santa’s 
Grotto, White Elephant and Grand Raffle! Free Entry 
 

19th Nov - St Margaret’s Big Green Day, 10am-2pm 
 

21st Nov - Riverside Country Park Forum, 6pm talk by 
Birdwise, 7pm meeting. 
 

23rd Nov - ‘William Cuffay: Chartist (local man)’ by Dr 
Jeremy Clarke, Entry 7pm, £3, refreshments, Rainham 
Historical Society,  Millennium Centre, 01634 263622 
 

24th Nov - The Thursday Club Social, Community  
Centre, St. Matthews, 2pm , Geoff on 01634 234712/
geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk  
 

25th Nov - ‘London’s royal parks’, 2pm,  
Medway Geographical and Local History Society, new 
members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,  
Contact 01634 572139/lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

25th Nov – ‘Interstellar Travel’ by Will Joyce, 8pm, 
Bredhurst Village Hall, visit: www.midkentastro.org.uk/
events 
 

26th Nov - Quiz Night, Twydall Community Centre, £7 
pp (incl. sausage/veggie burger & chips), 6 per team, 7pm  
 

26th Nov - St Margaret’s Christmas Bazaar, 10am-2pm, 
Millenium Centre 
 

26th Nov - Upchurch choral Society presents ‘Jubilate’, 
St Mary’s, Upchurch, 7.30pm, £10, free for under18, 
suerossiter@waitrose.com or 01634 234780 
 

https://www.midkentastro.org/events
mailto:rogerandirene@btinternet.com
mailto:sueu3acook@outlook.com
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
http://www.midkentastro.org.uk/events
http://www.midkentastro.org.uk/events


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £33.00 per  month 

£90.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
VETERAN & VINTAGE  
motorbikes wanted for cash in any 
condition. Please call Mike on  
01634 230417 or 07774 111057 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri 
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983 397439  
 

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no-obligation estimate. 
 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid-secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc.  
Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980732 
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, Payroll. 
If you have a problem just give us a call. 
We come to you and the first consultation 
is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP Sunday Services  - 
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church, 
Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418 

 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£100/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £50 
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081 
 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Fully qualified & insured  
Please call Nicola on 07809 439693 
 

MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH  
By David Wood.  
With over 300 pages & 200 photos, this is 
the first detailed history of the village. 
Available at £15.00 in the Sunburst Books, 
21 Station Road, Rainham, Kent, ME8 
7RS.  
 

 

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly 
service. Free estimates. No job too 
small. KCC & Environment Agency 
registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404 
 

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book go to upvh.co.uk or call 
07368 461 507. 
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday Services: 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm. For details of other weekly 
meetings, including children's and youth 
work, please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire.  
Disabled access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 9am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs 
and vinyl. Also local history books and 

books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


