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The final, beautiful tribute to Her late Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11
in the North Chapel (or Lady Chapel) in St Margaret’s Church
during the official period of mourning.
(photo courtesy of Alan Stockey)
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Editorial

The sad passing of Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth, on September 8th seemed more
stark to me with the very rapid passing of
the baton and made so much more real with
the singing of “God save the King” at the
service the very next day.

I did however, fondly reminisce over the
earlier life of the queen with the fabulous
montage of photographs inside St. Margaret’s
Church. The floral tributes outside, the
candles, music and condolences book were
really beautifully done.

Regardless of one’s personal views of the
Royal Family, it will take the country, its
institutions and ourselves some time to
absorb the changes.

Many it appears will await the completion of
a portrait of King Charles III, which will,
once signed off by the King, be used for the
image on coinage, banknotes and stamps.
History suggests that the full transition may
take a few years as there are apparently 4.7
billion bank notes currently in circulation!
New post boxes will eventually bear the
Royal Cypher CIIIR, but are very unlikely to
replace existing ones as there are, apparently,
numerous examples around the country of
our prior king.

Royal warrants, ‘By appointment to’
contained on much packaging, from breakfast
cereal to sausages, have typically become
void on the death of the grantor, but can
continue to be used for up to two years.

All in all, however the changes are signposted
to us, I will still fondly recall the portrait of
our late queen looking down over us at
assemblies in the hall at St. Margaret's CofE
Junior School.
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Letters to the Editor

Hopping Surprise!

Dear Editor,

I had the great pleasure and wonderful
surprise of seeing a photo of my late
grandmother Daisy Roper (1914-1989) and
my late mother Eileen Masters (nee Roper)
(1942-2011) on the front page of your recent
publication.

I had not previously seen a copy of this photo
before and was wondering how you located
it? I was also wondering if there was any
way I could purchase a copy of the photo?

With kind regards,
Andrew Masters

Hopping Surprise - Doubled!

This month’s local publication of ‘Action
Forum’ features my grandmother and auntie
on the front cover. I lost my Nan when I
was 13 and my aunt passed a few years back.
Miss them both but it was a real surprise and
very lovely to see them in this picture.

Lee James

Rainham Station
(part of a longer letter commenting on the history of
Medway railways)

Dear Editor,

In the August issue of Action Forum there
was an article on Rainham Station through
the years by Al.

... At one time there were 9 stations within
what is now "Medway"; 7 had different
names during their life. Some had the name
changed almost before the paint had dried
from the previous name change.

The line between Faversham and Strood took
no more than two years to construct. It
involved 18 miles of track bed, around 49
bridges (road over rail or rail over road), 3
tunnels, 6 stations and the river bridge, all
done with picks, forks, shovels, hand carts
and horse drawn carts! No 20 ton dump
trucks, no diggers scooping a ton of earth per
bucket load, no cement mixers for all the
bricks that were laid, no 500 ton mobile
cranes or tunnel-boring machine.



I suspect that it would not be done any quicker
today despite all the mechanization!

Kenneth Collyer

Proposed Hempstead Development

Dear Editor,

A further development of 200 houses is being
promoted for the fields at the top of
Hempstead Road (Broomfield Farm). This is
within Medway Council’s boundary but as
yet, formal planning approval has not been
sought.

Further to Marian Marshall’s letter in
September’s Action Forum, I am struck by the
need for continued coordinated action by the
wider communities impacted. Just because it
is not at the top or bottom of our road doesn't
meant the continued erosion of open space
and agricultural land won’t have consequences
for the wider community. Traffic levels,
waiting times for medical and dental
appointments, school places, air quality and
erosion of wildlife habitats are all at stake.
At this stage, the developer asked for
comments on their proposals, to gauge the
level of support and concern. The date for
this has now passed but it is worth reminding
readers that if and when formal planning
applications are made, they are reviewable
online via www.medway.gov.uk and once an
online account is established you can search
for details and make any objections known.
Planning objections do have real impact - far

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wvcrHP MAFHP
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Local and Experienced Practitioner

more than petitions, which consume
significant coordination effort. Objections
are heard at the relevant Medway Council
Planning Committee meeting at which
planning applications are scheduled to be
heard.

I urge everyone to take the time and effort to
set up an account and become familiar with
the way planning applications can be
searched and objections lodged.

Yours,
Alan Stockey

Hopping Memories

It is amazing how many hops are still growing
in the hedges of the fields and orchards that
used to be hop gardens. They are about ready
to be picked. What a good starting point for a
school wanting to feature more local history -
the Sept cover photo and some hedgerow
hops!

When we bought our house in 1972 the field
behind was a hop garden. It later blew down
in a gale and in 2008 we and our neighbours
bought a strip of the field to extend gardens.
This year a hop plant suddenly appeared in
the middle of my raspberries, grew vigorously
and now has fruit. It was probably in the
hedge we removed in 2008 and has remained
dormant ever since.

Hamish Mackay-Miller
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Climate Conversations (As)

Anti-Idling Project - volunteers needed

Over the course of the next 9 months,
Professor Tim Hopthrow, and colleagues from
the University of Kent, will be working in
partnership with Medway Council to study
motor vehicle idling at busy intersections in
Rainham.

They are keen to work with Rainham residents
and members of the Rainham Eco-hub to
collect data on idling behaviour and design
and test new signage. They are looking for
volunteers to take part in data collection as
well as assisting with designing signage.

Data collection will happen for 1 hour, three
times per day, Tuesday to Thursday, during
the testing period and will be organized into
small teams operating on a rota.

To find out more please, come and meet Tim
and his colleagues at the next Green Drinks
being held at Manor Farm PH on Monday 3rd
October from 7.30pm. If you are interested
but cannot make the meeting, please email
alanstockey@gmail.com or check out the
Rainham Clever Breathers Facebook page.

Clever Breathing

Would any of our local GP Practices, Practice
nurses or health clinics across Rainham help
us raise awareness to air quality issues in
Rainham and the health advisories associated
with the worst pollution red and purple days?

The Rainham Eco-hub is working with the
Medway Council Environmental Protection
Team to improve understanding of the links
between air pollution, asthma and inhaler

dependence.

We have been supplied with awareness cards
from www.kentair.org.uk suggesting patients
or parents subscribe to the free air pollution
email alerts. Contact alanstockey@gmail.com

Rainham Tree Wardens

A Rainham Eco-hub Tree
Warden Network is being
proposed, comprised of local
resident volunteers,
performing an important
service by keeping a close eye on the
wellbeing of, and any damage to, trees in our
neighbourhoods.

For example, if a tree is showing signs of
illness or disease an early warning can help
experts so that action can be taken to quickly
help it recover.

Rainham Eco-hub is committed to improving
the condition and the number of appropriate
trees in our town and understands the
importance of not just planting trees but
caring for them too, especially in dry weather.
Medway Council Planning Department Head,
Dave Harris, noted the important amenity
value of trees as part of the town’s good
mental health and the benefit of raising Tree
Protection Orders (TPOs) to ensure mature
trees are not lost.

To express interest in becoming an Eco-hub
Tree Warden please get in touch:
therainhamecohub@gmail.com

Oct Monthly Eco Challenge

Eco-hub

‘Consider swopping your shower gel
for soap in a bar.
You can do the same with shampoo.’

Wosical Bumps
Fun & friendly music classes for
babies, toddlers and preschoolers
Classes in
BREDHURST Village Hall
& ROCHESTER Dance Junction
Contact Emma for details:

07484 183424

South East
Garage Doors
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www.musicalbumps.com
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www.south-east-garage-doors.co.uk
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* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
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For a prompt reliable service

ctional
Vedl 01634 710539
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Community

Breathe Easy Medway

A support self-help group for anyone with a
lung or respiratory condition, including long
Covid and COPD.

Twydall Community Centre
first Tuesday of each month, 1 - 3pm.
Friends and family are welcome.

Contact 07775 461573 or email
secretary@breatheeasymedway.co.uk

Autumn at St Matthew’s, Drewery Drive

Murder Mystery Charity Evening

The Rotary Club of Medway presents
‘Hi-De-DIE’, a Murder Mystery performed
by Alternate Shadows Theatre Company.

Join us for an evening of fun - wine, dine and
solve the crime!

October 14th @ 7pm
Gillingham Golf Club,
Woodlands Rd, ME7 2AP
£24 per person, including a 2-course meal

Contact: lindaarnold226@gmail.com

Bredhurst Art Group

Film Afternoon

St Matthew’s, Wigmore re-launched it’s
monthly Film club and 26th October is the
next session.

Join us for light-hearted entertainment,
watching an art heist - 2pm

The film is free and refreshments are
available afterwards for a nominal fee.

Thursday Club re-start

We meet weekly at 2pm in the Community
Centre with a full programme of speakers
and entertainers.

Our Place of Welcome ‘drop-in’

This continues to meet every Thursday
morning between 10am and 12 noon.
Completely free of charge, this offers the
opportunity for refreshments and a chat.
All are welcome.

For more information on any of these
contact Geoff on:
01634 234712/geoff. hufton@hotmail.co.uk

We are a small, friendly group of amateur
artists of mixed abilities who meet at
Bredhurst Village Hall on Thursdays.

If you would like to join us, 1 - 3.15pm
contact Barbara on 07974 205656.

UPCHURCH CHORAL SOCIETY

Rehearsals have resumed on Friday evenings
at 7.45pm in St Mary’s church.

On Saturday 26™ November we hope to
present a concert of seasonal music at

St Mary’s.

A spring concert is also planned for 2023.

We are a four-part choir and sing all manner
of things with the help of our conductor,
Marius and our accompanist, Janet.

If you enjoy choral singing, do come and
join us! For more information contact our
secretary Sue Rossiter on:

01634 234780 or suerossiter@waitrose.com

10% OFF

WITH CODE . IBCS ’
JBCSs10
GUTTER VACUUMING
PRESSURE WASHING
WINDOW CLEANING
% ROOF SOFT WASH CLEANING
& CONSERVATORY VALETING

STEAM CLEANING

07565 516 971

JBCSKENTCONTACTRGMAIL.COM
WWW.JBCSKENT.COM

FURNITURE
REPAIRS
UPHOLSTERY

All types of Furniture Repaired
Refinished or Repurposed

07971 512203
Contact Mike Cooper

coopersinkent2@gmail.com

UNBLOCKING SERVICES,
CCTV DRAIN SURVEYS,

DRAINAGE INSTALLATION,
NON-DIG REPAIR WORK,
& ALL OTHER DRAINAGE SERVICES.

® 07956 765 418
DY Flushdrainage@gmail.com

@ www.flushdrainage.co.uk
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® Powers of Attorney
e Inheritance Tax Planning
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4 Bloors Lane
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Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates

ELITE LEGAL SERVICES, SOLICITORS
Authorised and Regulated by the SRA No 658134

Specialists in Wills & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys ~ Family Law

Contact: Veronica on 07568159462

We’ll come to you if you can’t come to us

info@elitelegalservices.co.uk / www.elitelegalservices.co.uk

S

ewing Machines UK now in Gillingham
SERVICE & REPAIR SPECIALISTS TO ALL HACHINES

Suppliers & Main agents to all leading brands ¥af
Visit our brand new showroom & haberdashery store
wivw.sewingmachinesuk.co.uk

Unit 1 Sabre Court Gillingham Business Park ME8 ORW

01634312934

Free estimates

& free parking

(CIAT Registered)
Drawings prepared for :-
- extensions - loft conversions
- new builds - planning applications
- building regulation applications

G R ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

07970 799036 - grarchitecturalservices@gmail.com

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape Shape
£33 per month / £90 for 3 months

Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk

or call 07835 859 846

Mvr. Dig-it’s
Gavden Service

Complete maintenance
achieved at realistic prices
For a fast friendly & very reliable service call

Tel: 01634 574676
Mob: 07787 8135512

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Ladies Only Badminton

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Medway Badminton Association Hall

100 Castlemaine Ave, Gillingham, ME7 2QE
Tuesday 2 - 4pm
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon
Friday 10am - 12 noon

£3 per session and 50p for shuttles
Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere
Call 01634 572187 / Email mbabadminton@btconnect.com

AR, Massage O\

=0 By Nick L=
Professionally qualified massage therapist based in Hempstead
Specialising in relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage.
For further details call 01634 370583/07701007866
e-mail nicallcott@outlook.com or
find me on facebook: Massage by Nick

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, Fencing|

T.J. BUILDERS

External Work:

etc...
Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

BB Property Services

Painting & Decorating
Internal and External

Barry Baker
barrybaker1955@gmail.com

07849 418 868
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Bygone Rainham (George Painter)

I have lived in Rainham for 65 years, since
the age of 26! Along with my dear wife Iris,
we have seen lots of changes since 1957, in
what was once a village! I remember
relatives saying ‘What are you moving out
there for?” We did not all have cars in those
days so it was a 7d. (3.1/2 p) on the No.2
Chatham Traction Brown Bus from Chatham
to Rainham. Trains were still steam to
Rainham Station and further down to the
Coast! However, Rainham Station did boast
a cosy waiting room with a coal fire during
the winter months - very much the small
country village station. Electrification
changed all that!

That was the beginning of Rainham’s
growth. The first large housing estate built
was on the former Longley’s Rose Nursery
bordering Berengrave Lane and very handy
for the now electrified station. For those
wishing to buy these new houses there was
no option to pick and choose, you had to t
take what became available! There was a
massive housing shortage after WW2 for
both private and Council-built housing - a
need that still exists today. The price of
these houses ranged from about £1,745 to
£2,200 (!) but bear in mind that the average
weekly wage was between £6 to £8, paid in
a little brown envelope. Most did not have
bank accounts in those days. It was years
later when wages were paid direct into the
bank on a monthly basis!

As for Station Road in those early days - the
Railway Pub was very popular though no

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired, Upgraded
Rainham-Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
OAP Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security!

Phone: Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows | | e
fitted and repaired °

Fast, Friendly, Reliable, L
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

meals of course, perhaps a bag of crisps with
a blue wrapper of salt, or on a good day, a
cheese roll! Tufton Road corner saw Griggs,
the little general store and across the road,
Ludlam’s where you could buy 20z. of ham
painstakingly cut off the bone by Mr Ludlam.
Up the road was Wilkins the Hardware shop
where you could buy loose nails, paraffin and
all those odds and ends for a bit of house
decorating! Opposite was a Butchers Shop
and, on the corner, Arnold’s the Greengrocer.
At the top of Station Road there was, what to
us in those days, a large Grocery Co-op Store
with the Co-op Butchers opposite. You
could drop your little red book of weekly
requirements for delivery and were trusted to
call in a couple of days later to pay!

Just below was the beautiful stone-built
Village School, demolished for a new Co-op
Store, now Wilko’s. Rainham was very much
dominated by the Co-op and the Co-operative
Department Store, with its Community Hall,
just around the corner opposite the Church!

Rainham has grown massively since but has
always been great for various organisations
and pastimes within in the Community and it
has been a pleasure for me and my wife to
have belonged to a number! Rainham
Horticultural Society is now in its 139th year!

Now with modern communication technology
the Community is being brought together
with a number of action groups striving to
improve our environment! Well done to all
those concerned in their efforts to make our
town an even a better place than when it was
developing those growing pains in the

1950’s! Proud to live in Rainham!

AERIALS

® TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set
Up

Call Nick 07949 588464

or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM




Nature Notes (Joe Ennis)
MAUDE NATURE NOTES

One September some time ago, | visited
Saddlescombe Farm on an Open Day. It is
owned by the National Trust and is situated in
a combe between The Devil’s Dyke and
Newtimber Hill, two well-known landmarks
on the South Downs north of Brighton.

The farm is a unique example of a traditional
downland farm and it’s buildings date from
the 17" century onwards. The National Trust
aims that the buildings be preserved but that
the farm continue as a mixed, downland farm
with the necessary modern agricultural
machinery. It consists of 450 acres, some
arable and the rest grazed by sheep and cattle.
Maude Robinson was born there in 1859, the
youngest of eight children. She wrote of her
childhood in a book “A South Down Farm in
the 1860s”. Maude recalls that her father
kept sheep and also grew corn and root crops.
He owned some 900 Southdown sheep,
which were divided into three flocks, each
with a shepherd carrying a polished crook,
and a shaggy, cross-breed dog, which was
more of a guard dog than a herder of sheep.
The flocks were ‘folded’ on uncropped arable
land at night, so their droppings would
fertilise the soil. During lambing, the
shepherds would live on the Downs in huts on
iron wheels and the sheep were sheared by an
itinerant gang of shearers.

Maude’s father had up to eight oxen, which
pulled the ploughs, harrows, waggons and
carts. Each oxen team of two or more was
controlled by a man and a boy, both with the
help of a long hazel wand. Grass for hay was
cut by scythe and corn by a “swop hook,”
quite different to a sickle. The corn was then
threshed by flail on the polished oaken floor
of the two threshing barns.

Maude wrote that she and other children had
the unrestricted run of the South Downs
around her home and a stranger was seldom
seen unless the Brighton Harriers swept by,
with their livery of dark green coats or the
Southdown Foxhounds, with their red coats
making gay spots in the landscape. She and
her friends used to lie on their stomachs and
watch the many creatures pursuing their lives
in the smooth hill turf. She remembered a
beautiful golden-green beetle, grasshoppers
and ants with their peculiar business-like gait,
bustling about in search of food for their
community. There were multitudes of snails in
the grass, the chalky soil enabling the snails to
grow their shells, many of which were gaily-
striped and very pretty. There were burnet
moths of dark metallic green with scarlet spots.
Butterflies abounded, including chalk hill
blues, fritillaries and coppers. Every thistle
flower and lavender scabious had a butterfly or
other insect on it.

Kestrels could be seen, poised in the air over a
ridge where the little land lizards, a favourite
food of these hawks were plentiful. They also
preyed on the swarms of short-tailed voles and
field mice which were destructive of the crops
and even ate the peaches on the garden wall.
Her eldest brother was once bitten by an adder
when he put his arm down a rabbit hole to see
if a wheatear’s nest with its pale blue eggs was
there. The right side of his body turned as
black and blue as if he had been beaten. His
father subsequently offered sixpence for every
dead adder. Rooks were a plague, she wrote in
some exasperation. They dug up her father’s
freshly-grown wheat and maize. Skylarks
were numerous and the local population was
reinforced with huge flocks from the tundra of
northern lands during the winter. Hoards of
larks arrived in the autumn and devoured the
first tender shoots of the newly grown wheat.

New Shine Oven Cleaning

Treat your oven to a valet
to bring back that New Look
Ovens, hobs, extractors, microwaves, BBQs.

0771 450 6996 or 01634 350025

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD

WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk




Later in the year, quails, summer visitors,
could frequently be heard in the standing
wheat, calling softly. Less welcome were the
house sparrows that descended on the ripening
corn like a swarm of locusts.

Maude wrote about botanists, “from a
distance”, coming to see the downland flowers
and she used to show the visitors where to find
them. There was the purple devil’s bit
scabious; the dark blue, round-headed rampion;
the star thistle; the beautiful blue meadow clary
and twenty species of orchid, including the tiny
green musk orchid. The dainty, wee moonwort
fern could be found by those who searched for
it humbly on their knees. Rising above
Saddlescombe Farm is Newtimber Hill which,
according to the National Trust, has one of the
finest examples of chalk grassland flowers in
the country. This is undoubtedly where Maude
came across the purple devil’s bit scabious, the
round headed rampion and other flowers more
than one hundred years ago. They are still
there. She died in 1950 aged 91.

Oct in the Wilder Garden

(by Victoria Golding)

Usually, we look back at the season and plan
for next year between November and January.
After the season that is just finishing, I think
we need to change our planning and planting
and be doing that now.

If we get our trees, shrubs and perennials in the
ground now, their roots will get stronger and
deeper and be more resilient when dry periods
come. [ have seen that it is the newer plants
that have struggled or died this year.

The extreme temperatures may not come again
next year, but we will probably get most of our
rain in downpours. Spring bulbs are currently
available and most can be planted now, the

ZAMMIT

ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS ...
%‘535. ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN Checkatrade.com
TRADING
STANDARDS
APPROVED

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Your Local Reliable Contractor
James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

exception being tulips, which don’t like
sitting in the soil.

Our focus should still be on water storage
and water saving. I now keep a two-handled
bucket in the kitchen to collect the waste
water from the kettle, along with the water
from my hot tap, which runs cold for a long
time before being at a temperature suitable
for washing up. That is water that is going
on the garden, rather than down the drain.

Plant of the month

This year I grew the tall white Tobacco plant,
Nicotiana sylvestris, from seed. Through
neglect, it didn’t get going quickly, but is
still in flower, looking fabulous.

Next year [ will grow fewer plants of each
variety then swop them with the other
Garden Advisors, as well as having some for
our plant sale tables at our Open Gardens.

Job of the month

There are so many jobs for me this month!

I haven’t coped with the heat and the sun has
driven me inside, when rain hasn’t.

Now the soil is less hard, as we have had
some rain, I am working on ensuring the
shrubs that have survived are in good
condition to face whatever next that we have
to come. Rain of frogs, anyone?

Our Autumn/Winter programme is full of
timely workshops on diverse topics, from
‘Hedgehogs’ to ‘Gardening in a Changing
Climate’ and ‘Managing Pests in a Nature-
Friendly Way’. Have a look and
book on:
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/
events

Happy wildlife gardening,
Victoria
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor)

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation

Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Fully insured
Free Quotations

Professional Family Business
e
Contact Simon

Over 25 Years Experience
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg@me.com
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
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BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pension Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa at:
Lombard Wealth Associates Limited
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresaelsey@sjpp.co,uk www.theresaelsey.co.uk

Local Qualified Financial Adviser,

Problems with your IT?
I’'m an IT engineer here to help you with your|
pc, laptop, printer, or internet.
Software licences provided incl anti-virus
and office 365.
Call Mush on
07542 795078 or email
munshya@midkentit.co.uk

« TREE MANAGEMENT

« CHIPPING
e - LINDS A
“Frewoos & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS
TEL/FAX 01634 366923

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

]

Glngerfiek

Ethical and Sustalnable Courses in
Gardening & Crafting For details visit
www.gingerfields.co.uk

P_—:

Foot Health Practitioner

Corns, Hard Skin, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care,
Athlete’s Foot, General Nail Cutting.

/ In the comfort of your own home
\1rudy Boulton ron. rRu. McFHP. MBAFHP.

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

\ Tel: 01634 371910

~ _ Mobile: 07903 793370
CALLAWAY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring

*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits
R%HE?I'}SI} No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963
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COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315
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Community cont...

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club

We recommenced in September after the
summer break and will now meet every
Monday afternoon at the Howard Memorial
Hall, Woodside between 2 and 4, welcoming
anyone over 50 years of age.

You are very welcome to come along for the
afternoon, play bingo, chat and make new
friends.

Interested, give me a phone call for more
details on 01634 362662, Hannah Hendra.

The Inner Wheel Club of Gillingham
RACE NIGHT
for our charity of the year ‘Sheerness RNLI’

Friday March 3rd 2023
at Upchurch River Valley Restaurant.
Tickets are £12,
which will include Fish & Chip Supper

Book early to avoid disappointment
Rosemarie Barnes - 07547 250 010

Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Teas

Millenium Centre, Rainham
3.30 - 6pm
Sunday 9th October
Sunday 23rd October

Lonely or elderly, you are welcome.
Transport can be arranged.
Simply phone Brenda on 01634 379062

We look forward to greeting old and new
friends again this year.

Got a veg and fruit glut this autumn?

It is that time of the year when all gardeners
are harvesting the fruits of their labours and
this summer has produced a bumper crop in
the form of tomatoes and courgettes, to name
just a few. The fruit trees around are also
laden.

If you simply have too much to handle then
perhaps you might think about taking your
surplus along to the Gillingham Street
Angels. They can use it all to rustle up tasty
meals for those who are in need and less
fortunate.

Their food preparation base is:

43 Skinner Street, Gillingham

and it is open:

Monday to Friday, 9am - 1pm

Saturdays, 9am - 12pm

For more information, contact:
tracy@thestreet-angels.org

Just a little goes a long
way!

In the latest minutes from a
Riverside Forum meeting, it was revealed
that volunteers had contributed almost 700
hours between them during May, June and
July this year!

That is a staggering amount but it allows the
park rangers to get so much more done at the
beautiful sites we have around Medway.

If you are able to help at all then volunteer
sessions run every Thursday and Sunday
from 10-2. Simply phone the parks team for
a quick chat about it:

01634 337432

Landscape & gasuon somices

Providing comprehensive landscaping
design, gardening improvements,
and maintenance.

Paving - Driveways - Bespoke Gazebos
Fencing & Gates - Artificial Grass -
Turfing - Decking
Digger & Groundworks - Tree Surgery
Call for a free quotation:

TPA office: 01634 940103
Mobile: 07547720879
Email: Info@tpagardeningservices.co.uk
Facebook: @TPAgardeningserviceskent

Rainham Plumbing
Est 1978
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

" fz»/z/é‘/
PF UK EHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING
CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Pampered and Polished
Wigmore - Est 2004
Facials, Microneedling, Microdermabrasion,
Dermaplaning Waxing Lash and Brow Tint, Lash Lifts,
Chemical Peels, Brow Lamination, Henna Brows,
Gel Nails, Microcurrent, Galvanic, High Frequency.
Tel: 01634 370697 Mobile: 07849276057
Facebook Instagram
(@pampered.andpolished47 pampered.andpolished

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape Shape
£33 per month / £90 for 3 months

Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk
or call 07835 859 846

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
PR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d Renovat

Renovations Lid

01634 615455
07721 365 630
www.hprbuilding.co.uk

Fair Trader

Neat Feet
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home
by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com
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GARDEN
DESIGN AND
MAINTENANCE
SERVICES

Contact Tim Gilbert on 07920 728340 or
gilbertandcogardenservices@gmail.com
www.gilbertandcogardenservices.co.uk

Gilbert & Co



http://www.artdecoratingservices.com

Dates for the Diary

Request an entry in the diary (free of charge)
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk

6th Oct - The Thursday Club, Community Centre,

St. Matthews, Drewery Drive, Wigmore from 2pm

Penny Harris will present ‘Halfway up Kilimanjaro’.
Geoff on 01634 234712/geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk

8th Oct - Hospital Radio Medway will be holding a
Charity Quiz Night at Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall,
MES 6JU, 7.30pm, £5 per head, tables of 6-8. Bring own
drinks and nibbles. Call Eunice Norman on 07964 283976

9th Oct - Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Teas, see p.11

10th Oct - Medway Music Club, Jon Smith will be playing
live, 7.30pm, Parkwood Community Centre, refreshments/
bar, £7 entry. phil.burt@ntlworld.com or 077955 76294

13th Oct - The Thursday Club, Guide dogs with Phil
Shorthouse

14th Oct - East Medway u3a Meeting at Wigmore
Smallholders’ Club ME8 0JG, 2 - 4pm, ‘Dementia Envoys’
talk, Members free, Guests £2.

Contact Sue Cook at sueu3acook@outlook.co

14th Oct - MKAS Tribute to Peter Parish and Chris
Sherwood, 8pm, Bredhurst Village Hall. After numerous
cancellations and delays, we pay tribute to two prominent
members of our society who sadly passed away in 2020/21.
Visit our website: www.midkentastro.org/events

14th Oct - Medway Rotary Club Murder Mystery Evening,
7pm, Gillingham Golf Club, Woodlands Rd, ME7 2AP, £24

pp, including a 2-course meal, lindaarnold226@gmail.com
16th Oct - Indoor boot fair, Twydall community centre,
Doors open 10-1pm, refreshments available, SOp entry,
Tables £10, Contact Janet Duke on 07809 892883 or
pinkdukebox@aol.com

18th Oct - RSPB Medway Talk, Community Centre,
Parkwood, MES 9PN, 7.30-9.45pm, £4, ‘Wild Turkey’ by
Martin Davis, www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

20th Oct - Bredhurst Garden Club, ‘Through the Lens,
from the Heart’ by Glyn Bareham, 1.45 pm, Howard
Memorial Hall, Bring and Buy Produce Stall, Annual
Subscription £10, Entrance Fee £1, Visitor’s Fee £2,
Lesley Wainwright - 07791 781910

20th Oct - The Thursday Club, History of aviation in Kent
with Guy Bartlett

23rd Oct - Gillingham Lions Club Harvest Teas, see p.11

23rd Oct - Ancient Woodlands Walk with Medway
Ramblers, leisurely 6 miles/9.7 km, starts 10am, Meet at car
park just north of Bredhurst (free) (ME8 OLU, TQ799628)
Circular walk, short break at Bredhurst Church, pub at end.
Terrain: Woodland and possibly muddy lanes,

Estimated finish time:1.15pm, leader: Mike P

26th Oct - ‘Queen Elizabeth II: Long to Reign over us’ by
Dean Caston, Entry 7pm, £3, Refreshments, Rainham
Historical Society, Millennium Centre, 01634 263622
26th Oct - Film Afternoon, St Matthew’s, Wigmore,

2pm, geoff.hufton@hotmail.co.uk

27th Oct - The Thursday Club Social

28th Oct - ‘History of the local area’, 2pm,

Medway Geographical and Local History Society,

new members welcome, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
Contact: lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com/01634 572139

28th Oct - Family Space Night, Bredhurst Village Hall,
8pm, Evening of talks and displays about astronomy and
space with hands-on activities for the younger children.
Come and learn about Space, Astronomy and Rockets
and, weather permitting, go outside to look at some
interesting astronomical sights through the telescopes.
Visit: www.midkentastro.org/events

29th Oct - Annual Craft/ Gift Fayre for Great Ormond
Street, Howard Memorial Hall, Woodside, MES8OPN
10.30 till 12.30, Good selection of stalls including cards,
jewellery, hand knits, Xmas decorations etc. All welcome,
Stalls still available, Contact Paula 07930 595856

29th Oct - Friends of St Margaret’s Church Quiz Night,
Millennium Centre, Rainham. Prompt 7pm start, tables of
eight, £5 per person, booking essential, bring your own
food and drink. Contact 01634 230430 or 230183
Bredhurst Art Group, Thursdays, 1.00-3.15pm, contact
Barbara on 07974 205656.

Wigmore RVS Darby & Joan Club, Monday 2-4pm,
Hannah Hendra on 01634 362662

Rainham & District Dollshouse & Miniaturist

Group, last Thurs of month, 7.30pm, Howard Hall,
Wigmore, 01634 264295 or rainhamdhkent@gmail.com
Lower Halstow short mat bowls club,

each Mon 2-4, each Wed 7.30-9.30,

01795 842376/glenyslovell@hotmail.com

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy
on 01622 693101

Medway Model Club, each Friday 7-10pm, all ages,
Holy Trinity, Twydall, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com

Check out the www.thenet.uk.net/events
for up-to-the-minute events.

Word on the Streets

Thanks to all who have enquired about or
picked up new routes, also to those who have
covered holidays and illnesses.

If you are interested in helping out - even just
temporarily, please do get in touch with
Anne: 07791 585 998

[f you are a volunteer distributor we would
enjoy hearing about your experiences:

editor@actionforum.co.uk

Profits from Action Forum are always
distributed between a number of charities.
Recent recipients have been St Margaret's, St
Matthews, Tools with A Mission, Rainham
Eco-hub and the Community Hero awards.
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.75 per line per month
Box Ads: £33.00 per month

£90.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

VETERAN & VINTAGE
motorbikes wanted for cash in any
condition. Please call Mike on
01634 230417 or 07774 111057.

TUTORING IN A-LEVEL AND
GCSE Math. £25 per hour.
DBS-checked tutor with experience.
Studying chemical engineering at
Imperial College London.

Call John on 07474 115947

HOME MAINTENANCE
Gardening. General DIY & repairs
Basic plumbing & electrics
Ashley 07906 852004

THE WINDOW WIZARD
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

S.W GARDENING SERVICES
Lawns mowed and general
maintenance including gutter cleaning
Please call 07572 954145

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951254

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING
Come and join our friendly school and
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson
free. Please see our website for details
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact
Julie on 07983 397439

DAY EXCURSIONS
BY COACH

LOCAL PICK UPS

01795 899099

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151015 or 01634 361505

DENTURE REPAIRS

Covid secure service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007866

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc.

Very reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315 /07766 980732

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP.

Sunday Services - 10.30am at Begonia
Avenue Church, Twydall.

Further details from 07434 672418.
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£100/m?® (=250 logs), om* £50
Delivered - Jim 07795 278081
MOBILE HAIRDRESSER

Fully qualified & insured

Please call Nicola on 07809 439693

Victor Plumber

LOCAL
RELIABLE
No call out charge

Leaks — Taps — Sinks
W/Cs — Ball Valves
Radiators — etc.

Please call:-
0781 530 0908

C&J CLEARANCE - Houses,
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual

items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt & friendly
service. Free estimates. No job too
small. KCC & Environment Agency
registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734570 / 07970 759404

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting — Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm. For details of other weekly
meetings, including children's and youth
work, please see our website:
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood - 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.

GARDENING FOR WILDLIFE
Watch Gardeners’ World from Fri 9th
Sept on BBC2 iPlayer.

The whole hour was about what we can
each do for wildlife in our gardens, large
or small, to help improve local
biodiversity and so do a bit to help fight
climate change.

The programme included visits to many
different gardens.

“Love Your Home
Handyman Service”

Plumbing/Electrical
General work around
the Home & Garden
All work considered
DBS Registered 001717488000

Call Peter: 07814 036 725

myhandyman@btinternet.com

Medway Volunteer Workshop
(www.medwayvolunteerworkshop.co.uk)
Our volunteers refurbish donated tools and sewing machines to equip newly-trained craftspeople
in Africa so they can earn a living. Can you donate items or volunteer for a few hours?
We especially need help with sewing machines (training available).
We also give presentations about our work to local organisations - even at short notice.
Please contact Trevor Cox on 01634 670115

or via mvw781@gmail.com
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Mon - Sat

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
ME8 7RS 01634 261643

OPEN 9am to 3pm

only to customers wearing face covering
in line with government guidelines.

We have a wide ranging stock of
donated second hand books, DVDs
and vinyl. Also local history books and
books by local authors.

Apple Juice stockists for
Rainham Community Orchard

We would like to open longer hours
but need more volunteers to serve

in the shop. If you can help please call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

« Landlord Gas Safety Reports

« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

« 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

(on the A2, Moor Street, Rainham, ME8 8QF)
Your local Plant Nursery for:
TURF ~ TOPSOIL ~ SHRUBS ~ PERENNIALS
LOCAL PRODUCE, INCLUDING:
WESTMOOR HONEY
LOCAL JAMS, EGGS, FRUIT JUICES,
CHARCOAL, CHIMNEA/FIREPIT LOGS ETC

Mon-Fri 9 = 5.30; Sat 9 — 4.30; Sun 10 -3.30
sales@westmoornurseries.co.uk

01634 378886

Stop Press: MRS MERTONS TEA ROOM AND
WESTMOOR FARM SHOP NOW OPEN SEVEN

@ CERFACE®
FOR TILES

WE’VE GOT IT!
If you are looking for : - Elegant,
Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles.
Porcelain - Marble - Ceramic

Mosaic - Stone - Glass.

look no further!

1]
Supply & Fit Service

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.

Opening times:

DAYS A WEEK.

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

TILLYS ART

Friendly Adult Beginners and
Intermediate tutored art group
sessions are available now.
Specialising in Watercolour,
Acrylics, Pastels and Drawing.
For more information
go to our website
www.tillys-art.co.uk
paula@tillys-art.co.uk

or telephone 07722892638

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

China Health Spa

Professionally qualified
therapists in Rainham.

Full Body Relaxing Massage,
Deep Tissue Massage,
Hot Stone Massage,
Reflexology and Cupping......

07703 777370

www.kenthealthmassagespa.com
140 High Street, Rainham ME8 8AR
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CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks, Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396 or 07970 678895

i@l Hallett’s ‘g T |
Il Plumbing & afe Est 1971 g EE g MO o
E Heating Chris Hallett HEOHEY e O Sne

1983

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Forirosssimats oeprone: 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets,
fuse boards & full rewires
Periodic inspections,
NICEIC Registered

Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors u-|=En=
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. Py G

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 ElImstone Road, Rainham

FREE NO
@CURTAIN & Blﬁgﬁﬁl?ll]ﬁCTURERS LTD OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds » Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W: www.crystalcurtains.co.uk

A family run business with over 20 years’ experience we supply install
& maintain Intruder alarms, cctv, door intercom ,access control &
fire alarms for the home & business. Control and view your systems

on our dedicated smart phone & tablet apps.

Alarm and cctv systems fitted from £450 + vat
01634 540710 facebook.com/Astarintruderandcctv

email astarsecurity@btconnect.com

« 24 hour Personal Service
» Monumental Masons

01634 373111

130-132 High Street
Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR

G

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directarns

A private family owned and run business

» Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 855558

127 Watling Street
ilingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Car parking available

01634 408777
25 New Road, Chatham
Kent ME4 4QJ
Car parking available

(M
« Private Chapels of Rest
« Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 386999

31 Parkwood Green
Parkwood
Kent ME8 9PW







