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Can we cope with two thousand more homes?   

 

The beautiful area between Hempstead and Walderslade is a real treasure for residents of Medway.  
But all this could change with plans underway from Maidstone Council. 

The proposed plans will have a huge knock-on effect for us all.   
See more on p.11 about how you can help make our voices heard.  



 

 

Editorial 

 

My goodness, I feel like I have blinked and it 
is almost the end of the school year.   

 

June has rushed by and in the midst of it we 
have celebrated Her Royal Majesty’s Platinum 
Jubilee and worked through a random mix of 
beautiful sunshine, strong winds, a heatwave 
and torrential rainstorms! 
Hundreds of our youngsters have spent hours 
of their time studying and revising for exams 
which are now almost finished.  After such a 
difficult few years of school life, I hope those 
students can now relax a little.  They have 
done all they can and, no matter the results, 
they will have many precious memories to 
carry forward onto the next stage of their life 
journeys.  
 

After pre-reading the article on p4, I now find 
myself bus-spotting - a new hobby I must 
admit.  When you find yourself trying to take 
a photo of bus registration plates whilst 
stationary at traffic lights you know a corner 
has been turned!  But I have also loved 
reading about the various Eco work being 
done by our future ‘movers and shakers’, 
alongside the sterling work of Rainham Eco-
hub and the growing band of residents who 
see they truly can make a difference, little by 
little.  Whether that be turning off gadgets to 
attend an evening of beautiful music, wander 
around inspirational local gardens or simply 
join others for a cuppa (p5), we are all able to 
do just a bit to make our busy lives more 
sustainable and more joyful, appreciating each 
other and what we all contribute within our 
streets and communities. 
Enjoy reading this month’s Action Forum.  
We look forward to hearing from some of you 
as we find out all you are up to in July. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Coronation Day Memories 

 

Dear Editor, 
I was pleasantly surprised to see the Action 
Forum front cover (June 2022) photograph  
of the Herbert Road Coronation Day Street 
celebration.  I was born in 40 Herbert Road in 
1945.  My father and stepmother purchased  
a small black and white television set so that  
we could watch the live broadcast of the 
coronation in 1953.  I have no idea how they 
were able to afford such a luxury at the time.  
I have a dim recollection of a street party in 
Herbert Road around that time.  I got told off, 
as I managed to consumed a large amount of 
trifle that did not stay down for very long! 
There was another coronation celebration and 
this took place in the Rainham Recreation 
Ground beside the railway line.  The children 
present enjoyed a time of entertainment and a 
tea party.  We went home with the specially 
decorated porcelain mug and tea plate that we 
had used that day.  We were also presented 
with a newly minted (and very shiny) shilling 
coin displaying the Queen’s head.  I am not 
sure if it was dated 1952 or 1953, perhaps 
another reader will be able to remember more 
clearly. 
 

Rev. Graham M Trice 
“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes ..." 
[Romans 1:16] 
 
Eco Schools 

 

Dear Editor, 
I was interested in reading about local Eco-
schools in the June edition. However, how 
about walking children to school instead of 
taking the car?  
We are in an area where the parents park 
where they like ("it's only for a few 
moments”), sit with engines running for up to 
30mins., have radios blaring out, and leave 
litter (cigarette ends, sweet wrappers, coffee 
cups). If parents have got time to get a "nearby 
parking spot" they must have time to walk.   

 

Incidentally, the school say it is nothing to do 
with them, and the police say they do not have 
the personnel to deal with it.  It is chaos on 

  
Next issue : July 28th, 2022 
Copy date : July 11th, 2022 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

dustbin collection day and we had an incident 
where an emergency ambulance had trouble 
getting through because of the way people had 
parked. 
 

Anon 
 
Eco-Schools continued 

 

Dear Editor, 
I have enjoyed reading about the work going 
on at the different schools to provide children 
with opportunities to engage with issues of 
sustainability and various projects.  I wonder 
how the different schools we read about in 
Action Forum approach school trips? 
 

My wife works at a local attraction, regularly 
used by school groups.  There is still an 
ongoing policy for the majority of schools 
whereby lunch is brought in a disposable bag.  
All water bottles, cutlery, foil, food and paper 
bags are thrown into a black sack at the end of 
lunch.  The idea behind this is so the children 
are not encumbered with the bags but at what 
cost to the environment?  The link between 
theory and action is immediately lost and we 
reinforce that sustainability doesn’t matter on 
days when it is inconvenient. 
 

We have gained some new kitchenware as a 
consequence (!) but with such good practices 
going on within each school, could these not 
also be extended to school trip days? 
 

Yours, 
Russell Poynter 

Maidstone Road Practice  
Patient-Participation Group 
 

Dear Editor,  
We have recently met to discuss next steps for 
our practice. They may be of interest to people 
in the area: 
 

The Practice is now in a major ‘catch up’ 
programme following the Covid pandemic. 
Those who are diabetic or have respiratory 
issues, dementia and mental health will be 
contacted by the surgery to make an 
appointment. 
This will also include general health checks 
for cardio, weight, diabetic and cholesterol. 
 

Regarding kidney tests, patients are now 
receiving “MINUTEFUL” Kidney Test Kits 
via Royal Mail.  
If patients do not have a smartphone or iPad, 
then they should contact the surgery to receive 
a sample bottle and one of the nurses will send 
it off. 
 

Covid 19 - Vulnerable patients and those over 
75 years will be contacted by NHS to make an 
appointment for the 2nd Booster (4th Jab) 6 
months after the date of their last (1st Booster). 
 

If any patient would like to join the 
Participation Group, then please contact 
Ray Kemsley – email:  
raykemsley@btinternet.com 
The group meets 4 times per year 

 



 

 

Climate Conversations  
 

‘It’s Smokin!!’ 
 

Well, that’s what my wife and I both thought 
as we travelled behind a double decker bus 
heading out of Rainham.  Sometimes a really 
smoky vehicle just stands out from all the 
others. 
Given that Rainham High Street is part of an 
Air Quality Management Area (designated in 
Medway Council’s Air Quality Management 
Plan 2015) and traffic through the town is 
noted as the primary contributor to poor air 
quality, I took time to find out how to report 
the vehicle (GN04 UDU in case you see it 
smoking too!). 
 

I initially reported the vehicle through 
Arriva’s own online customer complaints.  
Next, I wrote to our local councillor, who 
quickly passed my concern to the Medway 
Council person responsible for public 
transport relationships.   
This vehicle has done more than 1 million 
kilometres over it’s 18-year life; more than 
three times the distance to the moon but an 
investigation of the bus showed it had passed 
it’s MOT and Arriva stress it is safe and legal 
to be on the road. 
 

Unfortunately, the bus in question is a Euro III 
emissions standard - sixteen times more 
polluting re particle pollution (black smoke) 
and ten times more polluting in terms of 
nitrogen dioxide emissions than the latest Euro 
VI buses.  Over half of the buses in the Arriva 
fleet, which travel through Rainham, are these 
Euro III buses. 
The Medway Bus Improvement Plan (2021- 
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2026) highlights a plan to renovate the fleet 
over the said timeframe but in the meantime, 
I seemed to be getting nowhere regarding 
either my concerns about this particular bus 
and its poor emissions or more specific  
vehicle replacement dates as we move  
towards 2026. 
 

Finally, I have discovered that you can report 
a smoky bus or lorry to the Driver and  
Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA).   
To do so, go to:  
www.gov.uk/report-smoky-vehicle. 
You need to record the registration, route 
number, where you saw it, the time you saw 
it, and the company name. 
 

Shockingly, a recent Rainham Eco-hub  
survey of bus traffic through the High Street, 
during the busiest school-travel times,  
measured that approximately 40% of buses 
travelling through Rainham (provided by 
both Arriva and ASD) are the older Euro III 
category.  Removing just one dirty vehicle at 
a time will vastly improve the air our  
children breathe as they 
walk and cycle to and 
from school. 
 

Take a look at Eco-
hub’s new ‘Rainham 
Clever Breathers’  
Facebook page for all 
things air quality in 
Rainham.  
 

 

July Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

‘Can you go a whole week without any 
ready meals or takeaways? 
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Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

The Old Barn Orchestra Summer Concert 
2nd July, 2022 

 

St Matthew’s Community Centre, Wigmore 

 

Starting at 7.30pm, the programme has the 
Jubilee Overture by Weber, which features 
our National Anthem, four Slavonic Dances 
by Dvorak, a Beethoven overture 
(“Coriolan”) and Schubert’s Unfinished 
Symphony. 
(The orchestra performs in both Medway 
and Maidstone) 
 

Tickets are available on 01634 376979  or 
07808 068881. 

Community 

Wigmore Open Gardens Weekend 
2nd and 3rd July, 2022 
 

Fifteen gardens will be opening this year, 
over the weekend.  
Organised by St Matthew's church, there are 
gardens of all types and sizes to visit over  
the two days; three of which have never 
opened before.  
Admission is by programme, which costs £6 
(or £1 per garden if people only want to visit 
a few). 
Refreshments & ploughman's lunches will be 
available, as well as plants and other items 
for sale.  Everyone is welcome to enjoy a 
great ‘value for money’ weekend. 
  
Details of gardens are available:  
www.facebook.com/stmattswigmore  
or  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9899/
news/77060/wigmore-open-gardens-weekend 
 

Programmes can be ordered in advance from 
me by email: paul@bellerby.me  
or by phone: 01634 387328 (please leave a 
message). 

A Place of Welcome in Wigmore 
 

The Parish of South Gillingham has opened  
a 'Place of Welcome' at St. Matthew's 
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore.  
 

'Places of Welcome' are drop-in centres 
where anyone can come for a cup of tea or 
coffee and some company.  
There is no charge, and in addition to the free 
refreshments, they offer hospitality and 
friendship as well as being able to provide 
local information.  
Although situated in a church they are open 
to people of all faiths and no faith and  
regardless of where they live; in fact anyone 
and everyone.  
 

Our Place of Welcome is open every  
Thursday morning between 10.00 a.m. and 
12.00 noon.  St. Matthew's Church is situated 
in Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, 
ME8 0PD.  
 

If anyone would like more information they 
can ring Geoff Hufton on 01634 234712.  
Or simply turn up. As the name indicates, 
they will be most welcome. 

July 16th - Sunrise to Sunset Walk  
 

Paul Dennington was diagnosed with  
Prostate cancer last year.  On 16th he is 
walking a 47.5 mile loop around Hempstead 
and Wigmore - 1 mile for each thousand men 
diagnosed with this cancer each year. 
It should roughly take 960 minutes - 1 min  
for every man that dies each month. 
 

Watch out for him on the day to 
help spur him on and support him 
financially using this QR code.   

 

See more in a future edition. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmattswigmore
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9899/news/77060/wigmore-open-gardens-weekend
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9899/news/77060/wigmore-open-gardens-weekend


 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Call 01634 572187 / Email mbabadminton@btconnect.com 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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•   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
•   Extra TV / SKY Points 
•   TV Wall Mounting 
•   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

      garden, bug hotel, bird feeding and  
      recording, wildlife area, bulb planting 
• Pride in Medway Award - Community 

Service Finalist 
• Kent Wildlife Trust ‘Wild About  

Gardens’ Bronze Award   
 

Next projects include:   
Planting a native Spindle Tree grove,  
growing potatoes, planting fruit trees, seed 
bombing for a wildflower meadow,  
harvesting rainwater for watering plants and 
for animals to drink, being a hub for refilling, 
recycling and reusing. 
 
Children naturally want to protect living 
things, whether it is a plant or an animal and, 
being a school that actively encourages this, 
supports them in their emotional  
development.  
Socially, they are aware of the impacts their 
actions have locally and nationally therefore 
becoming responsible global citizens also. 
Throughout the year, our meetings grow with 
more eager Eco warriors and increasing 
green ideas bouncing off the walls! It has 
been fantastic to see former pupils carrying 

on with their environmentally-friendly  
Actions, with many joining us on our annual 
litter pick for Earth Day demonstrating the 
positive impact this initiative can have on the 
next generation.   
 

A huge thank you to Kerry Briffit for all her 
work compiling these articles. 

 

We would love to hear from any other 
schools who would like to share what  

they are doing - get in touch. 

Rainham Eco-Schools 
 

This month we feature another local Eco-
School. 
 

Hempstead Juniors:   
 

Our Eco School’s initiative has been running 
for ten years and we have been lucky to have 
achieved so much with such a supportive 
headteacher and staff members.  
Every year, the children apply to be an Eco 
Committee member either by letter or from a 
speech to their class peers presenting the 
actions that make them a valuable class  
representative. Meetings are held 6 times a 
year.  Children take minutes and future  
actions are voted upon from ideas and  
objectives in the action plan. 
 

Biggest achievements: 

 

• Annual Easter litter pick at our local park 
• Every class has their own litter picker, 

collection bucket and food waste caddy 
• Organic waste collection from class 

caddies, staff areas and school kitchen 
• Pond to increase biodiversity and used to 

link to the curriculum 
• Heritage apple tree planting 
• 75 trees to be planted  
• Successful Earth Day 2021 with every 

child planting a seed and litter picking 
• All children making a COP26 pledge to 

be displayed on a tree 
• Staff earning Eco Ambassador badges for 

3 pledges  
• KM Green Schools Nature Conservation 

Finalist 
• Gardening Club – own allotment, herb  



 

 

DUNGENESS  
 

Dungeness, between Folkestone and Hastings, 
forms the largest shingle formation of its kind 
in Europe.  Over six hundred species of plants 
survive on the shingle - a third of all the plants 
found in Britain.  For this, and other reasons, 
Dungeness has been designated a National 
Nature Reserve.  This may surprise some of 
those who visit the most popular part of the 
reserve, the part that juts out into the English 
Channel known as the Dungeness Estate.  
Visitors cannot have failed to notice that the 
Estate is home to two nuclear power stations, 
from which emanate two lines of pylons, two 
light houses and a number of wooden cottages 
belonging to fishermen and weekenders and 
served by strings of electricity cables strung 
between poles.    
Following his first visit to Dungeness, Rob 
Hume, the one- time editor of RSPB magazine 
“Birds,” wrote that he was surprised, almost 
shocked, by the shambolic state of the place.  
He referred to ramshackle shacks, rusting oil 
tanks and containers used as sheds by the 
owners of fishing boats.   
On the other hand, the late Derek Jarman,  
one-time painter, theatre designer and film- 
maker, who created a famous garden around 
his wooden cottage at Dungeness, considered 
the place to be “magical”.  He was fairly 
relaxed about the untidiness (as I am); he 
considered that Dungeness had an 
“otherworldly” atmosphere.  He wrote that it 
was unlike any other place he had ever been  
to and that the light at Dungeness was 
extraordinary.   
Jarman considered that Dungeness was at its 
best in the golden light of summer so it was, 
therefore, on a sunny day in a June, that I 
made a visit to the Estate.   

I had intended to keep an eye open for certain 
characteristic flowering plants of the shingle: 
sea kale, gorse, sea pea, viper’s bugloss, red 
valerian and wood sage.  Sea kale, a member 
of the cabbage family, is one of the largest and 
most striking of all maritime plants and, in the 
few places where it occurs in quantity, as at 
Dungeness, it dominates the foreshore.  With 
domed sprays of white flowers and fleshy,  
blue-green leaves, its extremely long roots can 
reach the fresh water deep under the shingle.  
In the past, the new shoots of the plant were 
eaten as a delicacy but, these days, 
conservation bodies actively seek to protect 
what is a relatively rare plant.  At Dungeness, 
it can be seen from the wooden walkway, 
across the shingle near the Britannia Inn.    
The flowers of gorse bushes splash Dungeness 
with a rich, golden-yellow colour from January 
onwards and provide nectar for bees emerging 
from hibernation.  Jarman claimed that, on a 
hot day, the honeyed smell of the gorse could 
be almost too strong.  The botanist, Richard 
Mabey, in his “Flora Britannica”, wrote that 
gorse is one of the most sensual of plants, its 
flowers smelling of coconut and vanilla.  I 
accept that the scent of the gorse is fragrant but 
cannot recognise the smell of coconut or 
vanilla.  I either have a poor sense of smell or a 
lack of imagination!  The seed pods of the 
gorse can often be heard cracking open on a 
hot, summer’s day.  Branches of gorse were 
used in the past, in bread ovens, where they 
burned with a fierce heat.  
The sea pea forms dense mats on some shingle 
beaches and was once fed to cattle.  Bunches 
of the deep purple flowers eventually fade to 
blue and are succeeded by pods containing 
large seeds.  It grows on the shingle at 
Dungeness near to the new lighthouse.   
Viper’s Bugloss prefers dry soils and grows 
extensively among the wooden cottages on the 
Estate.  It has blue and purple flowers with 

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 
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long red stamens and the fruit resembles an 
adder’s head.  Drifts of the plant can put on a 
spectacular display of colour and bees have a 
passion for the nectar of the flower.   
Red Valerian, also seen growing on the bank of 
Chatham Hill, brings a splash of colour to the 
verges on the Estate, ranging from deep red 
through to white.  The plant’s habit of nodding 
happily in the wind, plus its fondness for 
maritime areas, probably explains one of its 
local names of “drunken sailor”.   
Also found on the verges is Wood Sage, a low 
growing perennial of the mint family.  Its green
-yellow flowers are favourite source of nectar 
for bees.     
 

Naturally, there is more to Dungeness than 
flowers and bees.  There are two pub 
restaurants, a fresh fish shop, an RNLI lifeboat 
station, one of the best miniature railways in the 
country and an old light house allowing views 
from Beachy Head to South Foreland.  Visitors 
should overlook its ‘shambolic’ state . 
 

July in the Nature-Friendly 
Garden                (Victoria Golding) 
 

Following on from the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee Queen’s Green Canopy initiative, we 
must think carefully about the trees we want to 
plant and where we plant them.   
We think our own gardens are the safest place 
to plant, but as we move on, we should all think 
of the needs of those who will live in our 
property one day.  Will the tree we plant today 
be in the right place if someone wants to extend 
our house, or will it have roots that may cause 
foundation problems or fall on the house in a 
storm?  These factors will mean that a new 
person might take action to remove our tree 
before it reaches maturity.   
Perhaps establishing a mixed hedge of native  

shrubs and trees would be more beneficial in 
the long term.  Simple native plants will make 
a boundary that is impervious to people, but 
give access to wildlife.   
I am going to plant alder buckthorn in my 
hedge as that may encourage brimstone 
butterflies to our area.  I have also long 
wished for a crab apple, so those will be our 
tree contributions this year, which we will 
plant in autumn. 
Our hedge is encouraging caterpillars, this 
year especially the Spindle Ermine Moth.  It 
did strip the flower and foliage, but the 
caterpillars are a favourite food for blue tit 
chicks.  Now that season is over the new 
foliage is starting to grow again and the tree 
has fulfilled its function in the food chain. 
 

Plant of the month 
This time of the year is about keeping more 
pollinator-friendly plants in the garden.  
Visiting an open garden to get more ideas of 
what is blooming now is a great thing to do.  
Choose those plants that the bees are 
favouring.   
Our favourite, salvia, comes in many forms 
and colours, with the advantage that you can 
take cuttings to increase your stock for next 
year. Plant Michaelmas daisies for later in the 
year. 
 

Job of the month 
Start collecting seed as it ripens to help next 
year’s garden to be even fuller of flowers and 
interest.   
 

Find out more about planting 
jubilee trees: 

www.queensgreencanopy.org   

Happy Gardening! 
Victoria  
Kent Wildlife Trust, Voluntary Advisor 
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 

*General Home Improvements  
For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  
 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant 
with all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

 
Contact:  Nichola 

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: 

info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  

www.whiskerslodge.com 

Seen on the front cover of this edition, 
Lidsing is a hamlet of 13 houses adjacent to 
Hempstead, Lordswood and Bredhurst dating 
back nearly 1000 years and only accessed by 
rural country roads.  
A massive development, called Lidsing  
Garden Community, has been proposed  
comprising 127-hectares of, predominantly, 
agricultural land which lies within the  
jurisdiction of Maidstone Borough Council 
(MBC) at its furthest northern boundary with 
Medway Council. The main access road to 
the proposed development is a new spur road 
to Junction 4 of the M2, to be built on farm-
land in Bredhurst which is in the Kent Downs 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB). This spur road would need to be 
elevated significantly, causing even greater 
impact on the AONB with light and noise 
pollution.  
Council tax will go to MBC, but all services 
and facilities will be provided by Medway 
Council, who strongly oppose the scheme.  

 

The first public consultation was held in Dec 
2020. 1700 objections were made to MBC 
specifically regarding the Lidsing Garden 
Development.  
In its formal response to MBC, Medway 
Council strongly objected to the proposals 
due to impacts on transport, the environment, 
sustainability, green and social infrastructure, 
risk of settlement coalescence, landscape 
impact and harm to Purple Hill SSSI and the 
Kent Downs AONB. 

In October 2021, despite the 1700 objections, 
MBC Strategic Planning and Infrastructure  
Committee (SPIC) voted to proceed with the 
draft Local Plan and referred it to a Full 
Council Meeting. They approved the Local 
Plan with 26-23 votes. 
 

The second public consultation ran for 6 
weeks until 12th December 2021. There were 
2260 submissions with a large majority of 
approximately 1000 objections relating to 
Lidsing Garden Community. The remaining 
objections were split between other proposed 
sites within the plan. 
In March 2022, despite being presented with 
a 3500-signature petition urging MBC to 
remove Lidsing from the plan, the SPIC  
voted to submit their draft Local Plan to an 
independent Government Inspector who will 
assess the plan for ‘soundness’ and 
‘deliverability’ at an Examination in Public, 
probably to be held in Autumn 22. 
 

This development will affect everyone in the 
Action Forum delivery area, with its impact 
on services and traffic levels.  
The ‘Against Lidsing Garden Development’ 
team are now fundraising for £26,000.  This 
money will allow them to hire experts to  
continue their fight! Grave flaws in the  
Local Plan have been noted but it now needs  
professional legal representation. 
 

Our area has seen huge development over the 
last ten years but this is extreme. There is a 
Go Fund Me page setup to help reach the 
target.  
Every little helps so please donate and share 
the page https://gofund.me/ffc2dc4c 

Lidsing            
         (by AJ) 

https://gofund.me/ffc2dc4c


 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builder’s rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£33 per month / £90 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com


 

 

Word on the Streets 

 

We currently have volunteers for all of the 
roads we currently deliver to!  A huge thank 
you to all of them.   
We do often have a need for temporary  
volunteers, particularly as we head towards 
the summer holidays so please get in touch 
with Anne if you think you may be able to 
help: 07791 585 998 
 

If you are a volunteer distributor we would 
enjoy hearing about your experiences:  

editor@actionforum.co.uk 
 

Dates for the Diary 
Request an entry in the diary (free of charge) 
contact: diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

1st July - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group, AM, 
01634 364309 (also 8/15/22/29)  
 

1st July - Medway Model Club, all ages, Holy Trinity, 
Twydall, 7-10pm, contact kimmary18@hotmail.com 
 

2nd July - Wigmore Open Gardens - see p.5 for details  
 

2nd July - Upchurch Horticultural Society Early Summer 
Show, 2pm, rear of 97 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch 
 

2nd July - Old Barn Orchestra , 7.30pm, St Matthew’s  
Community Centre, Wigmore - 376979/07808 068881 
 

3rd July - Wigmore Open Gardens - see p.5 for details 
 

3rd July - Afternoon Tea at St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Hartlip - 3-5pm (every first Sunday until Sept) 
 

4th July - Crafty Friends 6.30pm, Rainham Oast  
Community Centre, wilsons2@aol.com (also 11/18/25) 

 

4th July - Green Drinks (environmental networking)  Manor 
Farm 7.30pm, therainhamecohub@gmail.com 
 

5th July - Oast House Community Choir, 10-11.30am, 
Rainham Oast Community Centre (also 12/19/26) £5, Bob 
Carling on 07800 522724 
 

5th July - Knit and Natter 12-2pm, Rainham Mark Social 
Club, ME8 6YX, bring your craft and come and chat 
 

5th July - Medway Concert Brass, Hempstead, contact 
manager@medwayconcertbrass.uk (also 12/19/26) 
 

8th July - ‘Our Island Universe, the Milky Way Galaxy and 
its place in Time and Space’, Bredhurst Village Hall, 8pm, 
www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

9th July - Friends of Riverside Primary Summer Fayre, 11-
2pm, free admission, contact forpschair@gmail.com 
 

11th July - Medway Scrabble Club, 2pm, St Stephen’s 
Church Hall, Chatham, new members welcome, contact 
eamonday9@gmail.com or 07523 124668 
 

11th July - Rainham Ladies Choir Summer Concert, 7.30pm 
Rainham School for Girls main hall, refreshments provided, 
Contact 01634 262214/01634 370797rlchoir@outlook.com 
 

11th July - Medway Organ and Keyboard Club  
50th Anniversary Concerts, 7pm/7.30pm start, Parkwood 
Community Centre, £7, phil.burt@ntlworld.com 
 

13th July - East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club, ring 
07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-medway 
 

14th July - Kent Classic & Sports Car Club,  
Three Mariners, Lower Rainham, 01634 362612  
 

15th July - Rainham Historical Society Vintage Essex Ex-
cursion to Thaxted, 01634 366276 for details 
 

16th July - Sunrise to Sunset loop for Prostate Cancer (see 
p.5 for more) 
 

20th July - Wigmore Ladies, 2pm, Howard Memorial Hall 
01634 388912 
 

20th July - Rainham Flower Club, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
7pm, contact 01634 307855/01795843180 
 

21st July - Rainham WI, open from 1pm,  
Berengrave Cricket Club, contact 01634 234997  

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 
Recent recipients have been St Margaret's, St 
Matthews, Tools with A Mission, Rainham 
Eco-hub and the Community Hero awards. 
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Check out the www.thenet.uk.net/events  
for up-to-the-minute events. 

 

21st July - Bredhurst Garden Club, Stephen Harmer talk 
‘Arts and Craft Movement and it’s Gardens’, also a 
bring and buy produce sale, 1.45pm, Howard Memorial 
Hall, contact 07791 781910 

 

22nd July - Medway Geographical Society, 2pm 
Twydall Church Hall, contact 01634 572139 or  
lorna_bailey576@hotmail.com 
 

24th July - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community  
Centre, Beechings Way, 10-1pm, 50p entry, £10 per 
table, 07809 892883 or pinkdukebox@aol.com 
 

27th July- Medway Woodturners, Bredhurst Village 
Hall, 7pm, howardoverton123@btinternet.com  
 

27th July - Bee ID workshop, Riverside Country Park, 
10am, 01634 337432, booking essential 
 

28th July - Wooden Animal Making, Riverside Country 
Park, 10am, 01634 337432, booking essential 
 

29th July - The Craig Telescope, Bredhurst Village Hall, 
8pm www.midkentastro.org.uk 
 

30th July - Rainham Historical Society Excursion to 
Winchester, 01634 366276 for details 
 

2-29th July - Rainham & District Dollshouse &  
Miniaturist Group, display at Rainham Library, ME8 
7LR , during normal library opening times 

 

21-30 July - Oasthouse Theatre presents ’A Ghost 
Train’, 8pm, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 
 

Lower Halstow short mat bowls club, every Mon  
2-4pm, every Wed 7.30-9.30pm  
01795 842376/glenyslovell@hotmail.com 
 

Hempstead Valley Short Mat Bowls Club, contact Joy on 
01622 693101 
 



 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.75 per line per month 
Box Ads: £33.00 per month 
£90.00 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 

ADVERTS PRICE INCREASE  
Due partly to rising costs but also longer 
print runs so we can deliver to all the 
new house being built in the Rainham 
area. AF remains the effective way for 
local businesses to advertise their 
services to the local community. 

 

MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Fully qualified & insured  
Please call Nicola on 07809 439 693 
 

GARDEN ADVISER & Designer 
at your service in N. Kent & Medway. 
Contact Eva via www.gardenity.co.uk 
 

THE LOCAL GARDENING GUY 
General Garden Maintenance,  
Fencing, clearance and more! 
Call Liam on 07379594957 
 

HOME MAINTENANCE 
Gardening. General DIY & repairs 
Basic plumbing & electrics 
Ashley 07906 852004 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri 
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£80/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
THE WINDOW WIZARD. Replacement 
glass, hinges & handles. UPVC specialist. 
01634 871808.  
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145   
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services  
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church, 
Twydall.  
Further details from 07434 672418.  

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate.. 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts, sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/07970 759 404.  
   
J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm. For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 9am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs 
and vinyl. Also local history books and 

books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


