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Goodbye Kings Ferry commuters, thanks for the memories! 

This luxury coach featured in their 1973 Action Forum advert. 
Advertised as a ‘British and European Travel Service’, the accompanying text stated,  

‘for your private party try our quality personal service’ (read more on p7). 



 

 

Editorial 

 

At the beginning of each year it is common to 
look forward to the year ahead, setting goals 
and making resolutions, but I would first like 
to look back!  
This time last year we were less certain about 
our future health, given that a COVID-19 
vaccine was still not widely available. Yet 
now here we are, largely double jabbed and 
“boosted”.  
New variants withstanding, it seems we are far 
less likely to be heading to intensive care once 
jabbed, whether for flu or COVID, which has 
to be comforting news.  
 

Looking back even further, it is with great 
interest I read that significant archaeological 
remains have, yet again, been found in the 
heart of the town. Rainham residents may 
have noticed that 4 bungalows adjacent to the 
Manor Farm pub on the A2 at Rainham have 
been demolished to make way for a new 
retirement complex. What isn’t obvious from 
the roadside is that remains dating back to the 
Iron age have been found underneath the 
houses and in the gardens.  
These include very well-preserved salt 
production kilns (saltern hearths) and some 
evidence of round houses, as well as Roman 
artefacts.  This could put the date on the 
earliest remains to 401BC, or approaching 
2,500 years old!  A full article will follow 
when the investigations are complete.  
 

Looking forward, our household has started 
the year as we aim to continue, with greater 
focus on re-use and recycling and getting it 
right, starting with the increased waste from 
the Christmas period (see our 12 Wastes of 
Christmas on page 4).  
Further pledges, and our editorial team 

members’ individual journeys, to support 
increased biodiversity and a reduced carbon 
footprint, will be shared over coming months 
but do please contact the editor to tell us more 
of your own plans in this area, whether as a  
household, school, business or community.  
For now, the editorial team would like to wish 
you all a happy and safe new year.  
 

Please note, as this is a combined Jan/Feb 
edition the next edition will be in March 2022. 
 
Letters to the Editor 
 

Rainham Ladies Choir 
 

Good afternoon, 
Thank you so much for advertising our choir 
throughout 2021.  I can truly say that we have 
welcomed a few new members as a direct 
result of your publications.  So - looking 
forward to 2022, please be kind enough to 
include the advert below in your forthcoming 
issues. 
With grateful thanks and best wishes for a 
Happy New Year, 
      SP 

 
 
  
 

  
Next issue : Feb 24th, 2022 
Copy date : Feb 14th, 2022 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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WE’RE BACK!   
Rainham Ladies Choir begin their 2022  

rehearsals from 10th January.   
We meet each Monday from 7.30 at  

Rainham School for Girls (RSG), Der-
went Way, Rainham, ME8 0BX which 

has a large rehearsal space with easy ac-
cess.   

Both the venue and our choir continue to 
be Covid aware and risk assessed.  

New members are always welcome, so, if 
you can sing and would love to join our 
long established and friendly group of 

ladies, please contact us. 
 

Phone: 01634 262214 or 01634 370797 
Email: rlchoir@outlook.com or see  
            ‘RainhamLadiesChoir’    
Facebook: rainhamladies.    

mailto:rlchoir@outlook.com
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Obituary for John Austin  
(31st December 1934 - 25th October 2021) 
 

Many of Action Forum’s readers will 
recognise John’s name as a regular 
contributor to this magazine with his 
‘Memories of Rainham Past’.   
In a long article in May this year he described 
his WWII experiences, including evacuation 
to Cornwall and subsequent recall to 
Rainham because of the primitive conditions 
in which he and his brother had been forced 
to live.  But these paled into insignificance 
compared with the impression made by the 
formidable Mrs Barratt, who ruled the 
canteen at the former Council School in 
Solomon Road with an iron hand.   
In July his topic was the walk there from 
Orchard Street School, listing the shops and 
businesses he and his pals passed en route, 
like the Blacksmith and the Bughutch, 
remembering with affection the local bobby 
P.C. Dunn who shepherded pupils across the 
busy A2. 
John’s great love was drawing and sketching, 
and a couple of his illustrations have been 
printed in AF in the past.  For thirty years he 
taught art and woodwork at a senior school in 
Gravesend, earning the love and respect of all 
with whom he came into contact, eventually 
rising to the position of Deputy Head.   
 

Very much later he was invited to give some 
informal elementary drawing lessons to 
classes at Fairview Junior School, something 

he, and they, much enjoyed. 
Almost fifty years ago he began a project 
which was finally completed in 2019.  This 
was to describe and illustrate the Medway 
Riverside from Burham to Sheerness,  a major 
undertaking which resulted in a series of five 
books.   

  As he grew older we     
  worked together, but  
  we often met just to  
  chat.  He had a never- 
  failing series of  
  fascinating stories,  
  which he told in his  
  own inimitable way. 
  I think John was one  
  of the kindest and  
  most courteous men I  
  have ever met. 
                RAD   

 



 

 

Climate Conversations  
 

12 Wastes of Christmas - how did you do? 
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UPHOLSTERY  
& RESTORATION 

 

Furniture Repair Refinishing 
Upholstery Leather Repairs Pol-

ishing & Paint Effects 

 
coopersinkent2@gmail.com     

call Mike Cooper 

 07971 512203 

Monthly Eco Challenge  
 

Last year one of our family Christmas gifts 
was a jar of eco tips - 52 easy ways to live 
more sustainably and reduce our impact on 
the world around us.   
My family have loved working through 
them over the year, sitting round the table 
once a week and taking it in turns to  
randomly select a challenge from the jar. 
 

We are through the jar now but I thought it 
might be fun to share them with Action  
Forum readers through 2022.   
Can you meet the monthly challenge in your 
homes?  
 

January  
 

‘Wherever possible, use a paper bag 
rather than a plastic one.’ 

 

We re-use our paper bags for shopping on 
another occasion or to hold food waste for 
the brown bin.   
They also provide ‘brown cuttings material’ 
in our home compost bin. 

Christmas and the holiday season typically 
generate nearly double a normal month’s 
worth of waste and have inspired this piece 
on the 12 Wastes of Christmas.  
We hope this simple guide, taken from  
information on Medway Council’s waste 
recycling website, will help you get it all 
right and significantly reduce the amount of 
waste incorrectly heading for landfill. 

See: 
www.medway.gov.uk/directory/11a-

z_of_recycling  
for any items not included here 

Christmas Waste Recycling Method 

1 Batteries Library/Recycling  
Centre 

2 Bottles & tops White recycling bag if glass 
or plastic 
Corks in Black sack 

3 Cans/Bottles White recycling bag 

4 Xmas Crackers Black sack unless items  
specifically state otherwise 

5 Cards/Envelopes Blue recycling bag 

6 Food Waste Food: Brown bin 
Plastic packaging: local 
supermarkets 

7 Gift Wrap Re-use where possible then 
Black sack unless  
specifically stated otherwise 

8 Used Stamps Check-out ‘My Shining Star’ 
children’s cancer charity  
(9a High Street, Rainham - 
weekday mornings) 

9 Tinsel Re-use where possible then 
Black sack 

10 Xmas Trees Real: If potted then save for 
next year otherwise next to 
Brown bin  
Artificial: Re-use if possible 
or Black sack  

11 Unwanted Gifts Check out ‘Medway Random 
Acts of Kindness’ on  
Facebook 

12 Your waist Hard labour 
Ho! Ho! Ho! 

mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
http://www.medway.gov.uk/directory/11a-z_of_recycling
http://www.medway.gov.uk/directory/11a-z_of_recycling
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Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

contributed to our fundraising, and especially  
the Arnold Clark Community Fund which 
provided a substantial amount to the goal.  
We would like to also thank the team at 
Medway Council, who helped plan the  
Planting, and Medway Norse who provided 
the trees and skilled workers to plant them. 
 
Upchurch Tree – Planting 
 

Upchurch Parish Council 
has planted an English Oak 
tree at the Recreation 
Ground to commemorate 
the Queen’s Platinum  
Jubilee in June 2022. 
 

The well-established oak, 
from grower Majestic 
Trees, was planted on the 
Oak Lane side of the  
recreation ground on 9th December, close to 
where one of the two Lime trees by the  
beacon stood previously.   
Both of the lime trees had become diseased 
and unfortunately, had to be removed  
recently.  A commemorative plaque will be 
added later, in time for next year’s jubilee  

celebrations. 
 

The Parish Council is liaising 
with a local arboriculturist 
and Lawrence Merton at 
Westmoor Nurseries  
regarding a planting scheme 
to replace the Poplar trees 
along the Chaffes Lane side 
of the recreation ground.  
The row of poplars also  
became diseased and had to 
be removed recently. 

Community 

Tree-Planting around Rainham 
 

The Friends of Rainham Recreation Ground 
are extremely pleased to announce that we 
have planted four trees within the playground 
of our park as part of the Queen’s Green  
canopy scheme. The scheme is setup to  
encourage communities to plant trees in  
honour the Queen’s platinum jubilee and to 
help fight the climate emergency. 
 

The four trees include a Liquidamber, a  
Tibetan cherry, and a Japanese selkova.  

 

The fourth tree is a 
magnolia called 
‘Elizabeth’, and was 
chosen and planted in 
dedication to the 
Queen’s jubilee and in 
honour of all her years 
of long service to our 
country. 

Stuart Bourne, chair 
of the group, says  
‘This is a very  
exciting day for us.  
Since the group was 
formed over a year 
ago, it has been our 
aim to plant more trees in the park,  
especially in the playground, to provide 
shade for the children during our hot  
summers. Thanks to the hard work of our 
team, we finally achieved our goal.  
It’s only fitting that we use one of the trees to 
honour Her Majesty, who shares the same 
beliefs as our group.’ 
The group would like to thank everyone who  

Tibetan Cherry 

‘Magnolia ‘Elizabeth’ 

Oak Leaf 

Poplar Tree 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 
 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 

Kings Ferry London Service (from p1) 
 

Sadly, Kings Ferry ceased commuter coach 
services to London, Christmas Eve 2021, 
though it was probably inevitable with work-
from-home advice being reinstated in  
November following 2 years of reduced  
passengers commuting.  While limited  
numbers on the rail network led to a govt  
bail-out, this wasn’t an option  for a private 
coach company like Kings Ferry.  
When Canary Wharf opened in Docklands in 
the early ‘90s the Kings Ferry service was 
one of the few ways to reach it from Medway 
- London Underground had not yet been  
extended.  Pickups around the local area  
allowed commuters to reach London without 
a drive to the station and the commuter car 
park built near Bredhurst enabled others to 
use the service too. 
Set-up by Peter O’Neill in 1968, Action  
Forum’s Hamish Mackay Miller recalls visit-
ing their base at Hillview Yard, opposite The 
Harrow in Lidsing in the early ‘70s to arrange 
advertising. The adverts proudly stated that 
they were winners of ‘1974 Coach of the 
Year’ offering a ‘British & European Travel 
service’.  By the ‘80s, Kings Ferry had 
moved to Lower Pump Lane but, with  
expansion came the logistics problems of 
larger coaches using the narrow lane. When 
the Medway Tunnel/A289 opened early 2000 
they moved again, to Eastcourt Lane. 
 

Bought by National Express in 2007, they 
continued operating under the Kings Ferry 
brand and have confirmed they will continue 
to provide private hire and contract coach 
services. 

‘Treasure Island’  
by Ben Crocker 

  

January 14.15.21.22.28 & 29     
 

Curtain up  
8pm on Friday  

7pm on Saturdays. 
 Saturday Matinees at 1pm & 4pm 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham  
 

To help brush away those January blues 
why not come along to Rainham’s very own  
theatre as the Rainham Theatrical Society 

present their annual pantomime.  
After the pandemic forced the group to  

cancel the panto last year they are hoping 
this years ‘Treasure Island’ will help bring 

some fun and laughter to Rainham. 
 

 A madcap pirate adventure from start to 
finish will have all the ingredients of a  

traditional pantomime with comedy, music 
and of course audience participation!  

Come along and find out if the dastardly 
villain Long John Silver meets his match 

when faced with the ladies of the  
Smugglers' Cove Women's Institute?  

Will Seadog Sam and Seaweed Willy man-
age to save the day and allow Jim Hawkins  

marry his true love Jenny Trelawney. 
 

There is only one way to find out if good 
triumphs over evil….book a ticket now!     

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line at 
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 

http://www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk


 

 

TRAVELLING THE NORTH DOWNS 
I am no longer able to ride or drive but when I 
was mobile, I liked to visit the North Downs 
after Christmas, South of Sittingbourne, as a 
means of getting some fresh air and a change 
of scenery.  The previously-published Nature 
Notes that follow are an account of the last 
time I was able to do so:    
The villages and hamlets of the Downs sit in 
an ancient landscape of woods, small fields, 
narrow lanes and mediaeval churches which 
are at the heart of rural, sparsely-populated, 
downland parishes whose boundaries were 
settled before the Norman Conquest and have 
hardly changed since.  This countryside, 
despite its antiquity, is not in decay.  On the 
contrary, its fields are in use growing fruit and 
arable crops and grazing beef cattle, sheep and 
riding horses.  Many of its woods are actively 
managed for timber.  The beauty of the Downs 
is perhaps more evident in Spring or Autumn 
but they still have appeal  in Winter; once the 
leaves have fallen, views of the Downs 
obstructed in summer open up.   
I set out on a cold but sunny day.  Through 
Hartlip and Stockbury, I then crossed over the 
Stockbury Valley and took a narrow lane to 
the hamlet and parish of Bicknor, which sits 
on a high plateau of land devoted to the 
growing of top fruit.  It is claimed by the fruit 
industry that we have the best climate in the 
world for growing apples and that English 
apples really do have the best taste.  As I 
motored through the orchards, I came across a 
mixed flock of fieldfares and redwings, 
members of the thrush family that come to this 
country in the winter from Scandinavia.  They 
feed on fallen fruit but also on hawthorn, 
holly, rowan and other berries and 
invertebrates such as worms and 
leatherjackets.   
I headed for Hucking, in what has always been 
a remote area, although it was once linked to 
the Weald of Kent by a drove road for the 
movement of animals between summer and 
winter pastures.  The hamlet is reached along 
miles of single-track lanes which become very 
muddy in winter.  Meeting a tractor in the 

middle of nowhere involves reversing an 
interminably long distance!   
There is a diminutive Norman church at 
Hucking and the area around the hamlet retains 
a traditional mediaeval Kentish pattern of 
small farms within a single parish.  The 
church, some nearby cottages and a George VI 
red postbox are signs that this remote spot is 
the heart of a local community.  Hucking can 
be one of the coldest places on the North 
Downs as the southern boundary of the parish 
runs along the top of the steep escarpment.  
Here the Downs rise to over 600 feet above sea 
level and place names such as “Cold Blow” 
and “Cold Harbour” are an indication of the 
bitterly cold winds that sweep up from the 
Weald in winter.  Buzzards can often be seen 
quartering the skies above the grassland at 
Hucking, preying on rabbits, young hares, 
voles and other small mammals.  They are now 
recolonising the downland haunts from which 
they disappeared in the 19th century as a result 
of persecution by gamekeepers.   
In due course, I headed for Torry Hill via 
Wormshill, where Jersey calves are reared at 
Yew Farm and pedigree Red Sussex cattle 
fattened at Manor Farm.  I drove narrow lanes 
that ascend and descend the sides of steep, dry 
valleys.  Beech woods cover the steepest 
slopes and sheep graze on the open chalk 
downland.  In winter, the woods on the North 
Downs can sometimes be silent places, 
however, one can occasionally come across a 
mixed flock of great, blue and long tailed tits 
searching for insects, or disturb a flock of 
chaffinches feeding on fallen beech masts.  
With my eyes on the road ahead, I caught only 
a glimpse of wood pigeons; oak and holly trees 
alongside the road indicated they were in 
search of acorns or berries.  I also noticed the 
fluffy, silvery fruits of ‘old man’s beard’ on 
the hedgerows.    
I eventually reached the Torry Hill Estate 

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

which occupies a flat upland with views over 
the Isle of Sheppey.  It consists of parkland, 
arable fields, cherry orchards and woods.  In 
the parkland, beef cattle and sheep grazed 
among the beech, oak, lime and other trees; 
rooks and jackdaws searched in the grass for 
worms and other invertebrates.  Most of the 
cherry orchards consist of modern, dwarf stock 
but a large, traditional orchard of standard trees 
has been retained.    
In the summer I met an elderly man who was 
living in a caravan in this orchard for the 
duration of the cherry- picking season.  One of 
his jobs was to keep the rooks, blackbirds, 
wood pigeons and starlings off the crop.  He 
would fire his shot gun at 9am and dusk which 
would usually keep the birds away both day 
and night, he claimed.  The estate has acres of 
coppiced woodland under management, timber 
from which is made into fence posts and 
chestnut palings.  Rolls of the latter are 
exported to countries bordering the North Sea 
where they are used to stabilise sand dunes.   
Eventually heading for Sittingbourne and 
home, I had enjoyed some well-needed fresh air 
driving through a countryside, not only ancient, 
but still supporting  thriving horticulture, 
agriculture and forestry.  

 

Happy New Year in the 
Wildlife Friendly Garden 
(Victoria Golding - Kent Wildlife Trust) 
 

In the colder, shorter days it is easy to turn your 
back on the garden for the comfort of warmth 
inside.  But some of the pleasures of life come 
from a snatch of nature, the thin song of the 
robin or frost on a spider’s web.   
Use your phone to take a picture that can 
become a seasonal screen saver to give you 
greater connection with the natural world 

outside our door.  
There is pleasure from routine, so remember 
the importance of regularly feeding birds, but 
also that they need clean feeders, tables and 
bird baths.  When we encourage birds with 
the food we offer, the concentration of 
different populations can spread diseases 
between them but there are animal-friendly 
disinfectants that you can use to combat this.  
Even with rain, keep water containers filled, 
clean and ice-free.  It is difficult if you have 
pigeons using the bird bath.  They have 
particularly oily and dusty plumage, so the 
water needs changing on a daily basis.  Keep 
a plank or pole in your pond to break any ice 
that can cover it, as that will exclude air and 
harm any animals within. 
 

Plant of the month 
Aren’t house plants great!  So many are killed 
by overwatering, so learn what they need to 
maximise the pleasure they can give.  I’m 
particularly fond of the Christmas cactus and 
have had a couple for several years that give a 
pop of colour just when we need it. 
 

Job of the month 
Spend some time in 2022 getting to know 
moths.  Our gardens provide habitat for these 
insects that are such an important part of our 
ecosystem.  They have different needs during 
the four stages of their life cycles, so although 
it is fine to provide nectar for the adults, they 
also need food and shelter in the earlier stages 
of their lives.  Start with day-flying moths as 
some are large and brightly coloured, making 
them easier to spot and identify.  Kent is 
home to some rare moths.   
Find out more at: butterfly-conservation.org/
our-work/conservation-projects/england/kents
-magnificent-moths  
 

Enjoy the start of the new year! 
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https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/kents-magnificent-moths
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/kents-magnificent-moths
https://butterfly-conservation.org/our-work/conservation-projects/england/kents-magnificent-moths


 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING  

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711  
Mob 07976 438435 

Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  
 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant 
with all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

 
Contact:  Nichola 

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: 

info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  

www.whiskerslodge.com 

Over the centuries many Upchurch residents 
have become well-known within the village, 
and a few have gained fame farther afield.  
 

The King’s Carpenter 
Hugh Herland became the first recorded  
Upchurch resident to gain widespread fame. 
Living in Upchurch from 1378 to 1391 he 
became chief carpenter to Richard II and  
designer of the hammer-beam roof of  
Westminster Hall, the largest medieval  
timber roof in Northern Europe. Considered a 
masterpiece, this became his greatest 
achievement.  
He also completed work at Rochester, Leeds 
and Winchester castles, the Tower of  
London, Canterbury Cathedral and the tomb 
of Edward III’s wife, Philippa of Hainault, in 
Westminster Abbey. 
Herland initially worked with his father  
William, also the king’s carpenter, but on 
September 28th, 1370 the king rewarded 
Hugh with ‘pesage of wools’ in  
Queenborough (which established him as a 
member of the merchant class) and also with 
a tenement in the City of London.  
Herland’s wife Joan also came from  
Upchurch but the couple eventually moved to 
Kingston in Surrey.  
Herland died in 1405 but a stained glass  
window featuring him exists at Winchester 
College Chapel. 
 

The Crackerbarrel Actor 
Actor, James Robertson Justice lived in  
Greylag, Ham Green during part of WW2  

after getting wounded. A big man with a 
beard and a booming well-spoken voice, he 
was also highly-educated, with two  
doctorates. 
Being interested in nature and a keen  
ornithologist, Justice soon settled and was  
often accompanied by naturalist and wildlife 
TV presenter, Sir Peter Scott as he ventured 
onto the saltings for bird watching. He drank 
in The Crown, where he was considered an 
extrovert and always had an audience.  He 
periodically walked around the peninsula 
dressed in a kilt playing the bagpipes, bathed 
naked in the river with lady friends from  
London and openly bathed in a tin bath in his 
garden. The village children called him 
‘Crackerbarrel’ because he appeared in  
media advertising said cheese.  
However, he got into trouble with  
Sittingbourne Magistrate’s Court for  
breaking blackout law. Village gossip said he 
was a German spy after a torch was spotted 
flicking on and off from the bedroom  
window of Greylag at night and Justice  
received a caution. 
After Upchurch, he gained fame as an actor 
in the popular ’Doctor in’ films.  He also  
appeared in other films: Moby Dick, Scott of 
the Antarctic, The Guns of Navarone and  
Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
Justice taught Prince Charles falconry whilst 
living in Scotland becoming a personal friend 
of Prince Philip. He was also rector of  
Edinburgh University and stood as a Labour 
candidate for North Angus and Mairns in the 
1950 General Election.  A blue plaque  
bearing his name is attached to the front wall 
of Greylag at Ham Green in memory of him. 

Famous Upchurch People 
                                David Wood 



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

Westmoor Nurseries 
Moor Street (the A2) Rainham ME8 8QF 

01634 378886 
 

Open 10am to 3pm 
Monday to Saturday 

 

Seasonal plants, Shrubs, Topsoil, Turf etc. 



 

 

Word on the Streets 

 

‘Happy New Year to you all’  
 

There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, 
and some permanent due to the ever  
expanding nature of Rainham’s housing.  
 

Anne is currently looking for permanent 
volunteers for the following roads (the  
number in brackets is the number of houses 
in those roads): 
 

Mierscourt - Parker Close (33),  
Goodall Cl (26), Barlow Cl (20),  
Sinclair Cl (21), Goldsmith Cl (14),  
Ferries Cl (39), Bond Cl (14) 
 

Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help. 
If you are a volunteer distributor tell us your 
story by emailing the editorial team,  
editor@actionforum.co.uk 

Dates for the Diary 
Any organisation can request an entry in 
the diary (free of charge) by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

14th/15th Jan - Treasure Island panto, Oasthouse  
Theatre, (see p7) 
 

15th Jan - Vintage/Designer/Quality Clothing Sale for 
charity, Bredhurst Village Hall, 1.30-4pm 
 

17th Jan - Rainham Ladies Choir, 7.30pm Rainham 
School for Girls, Contact 01634 262214 also 24th/31st 
 

18th Jan -  Bredhurst Whist Club - 7.30pm Bredhurst 
Village Hall. Contact Chris (evenings) 07707 669915 
(also 25th) 
 

18th Jan - Medway RSPB Local Group talk ‘The Miracle 
of Bird Migration’ by Mark James Pearson, 7.30pm, £4 
Parkwood Community Centre,  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

19th Jan - Woodland Workshop at Riverside, booking 
essential - contact 01634 337432 
 

19th Jan - Wigmore Ladies - 2pm Howard Memorial 
Hall - 01634 388912 
 

20th Jan - WI, 1.45-4pm, Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, Contact Lynne: 01634 23499 
 

21st Jan - Upchurch Choral Society - 8pm at St Mary’s, 
Upchurch.  Contact suerossiter@waitrose.com  or 01634 
234780  (also 17th) 
 

21st/22nd Jan - Treasure Island panto, Oasthouse Theatre,   
 

26th Jan - Winter Tree ID at Riverside, booking essen-
tial - contact 01634 337432 
 

28th/29th Jan - Treasure Island panto, Oasthouse Theatre,   
 

2nd Feb -  Bredhurst Whist Club - 7.30pm Bredhurst 
Village Hall. Contact Chris (evenings) 07707 669915 
(also 8th, 15th, 22nd) 
 

4th Feb - Medway Organ and Keyboard Club 7pm   
Parkwood Community Hall, ME8 9PN 
Organist, Andrew Nix, concert of light, popular, classical 
music, undoubtedly including  romance! £7 per person 
Refreshments and bar available - 07795 576294 
 

7th Feb - Rainham Ladies Choir, 7.30pm Rainham School 
for Girls, Contact 01634 262214 (also 14th, 21st, 28th) 
 

7th Feb - Green Drinks (environmental networking)  
Manor Farm 7.30pm, therainhamecohub@gmail.com 
 

9th Feb -  East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway  
 

14th Feb - Upchurch Choral Society - 8pm at St Mary’s, 
Upchurch.  Contact suerossiter@waitrose.com  or 01634 
234780  (also 11th, 18th, 25th) 
 

15th Feb - Medway RSPB Local Group Talk ‘Streaky and 
Proud - Larks, Pipits and Wagtails’ by David Darrell-
Lambert, 7.30pm, £4,  Parkwood Community Centre  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway  
 

16th Feb - Wigmore Ladies - 2pm Howard Memorial Hall 
- 01634 388912 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 
More recent recipients have been  
St Margaret's, St Matthews, as well as Tools 
with A Mission. 
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Check out the Net online  
for up-to-the-minute events. 

Riverside Country Park Event Dates: 
 

1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 19th January 2022 
 

Winter Tree ID,  
Wednesday 26th January 2022 
 

Booking is essential - for more details  
Contact the Visitor Centre (8am - 4pm) on 
01634 337432  

Are you ready for ‘Gaia’ at 
Rochester Cathedral - February 2022 
 

Put yourself in the shoes of an astronaut as 
you explore the view of the earth in a  
completely different way. 
The seven-metre wide globe highlights  
detailed imagery of the Earth’s surface. 
 

Watch out for more detail. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com
mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.50 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

£84.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
THE LOCAL GARDENING GUY 
General Garden Maintenance,  
Fencing, clearance and more! 
Call Liam on 07379594957 
 
HANDYMAN / DOG WALKER 

Car cleaning. Gardening. 
General DIY & repairs 
Basic plumbing & electrics 
Package delivery. Graveside upkeep 
Ashley. 07906 852004 
 
REIKI HEALING, SPIRITUAL 
healing, total relaxation. Please call 
S.P.A. Reiki on 07714 230 233 . 
 
YOGA AT PLAY - find your joy 
Friendly British Wheel of Yoga teacher 
offering classes on Monday 
evenings 19:15 - 20:45 cost £10 or 4 
classes for £35 (to be used within 8 
weeks) St. Margaret's Millennium 
Centre ME8 9BH Creating strength and 
flexibility for body and mind  Suitable 
for beginners and regular 
practitioners alike Contact Lucy -
 lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk or 
07984070863 www.yogaatplay.co.uk 
Booking via website advised 
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri 
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk    or contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
 
RALPH THE GARDENER. 

Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 

planting, digging and tidying. 

Competitive rates. 

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 

No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£80/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
Covid secure service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 

 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866  
LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available.  

E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com  

Mob: 07523 532 784 

Facebook: LRsportsmassage 
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  

Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  

Please call 07572 954145  
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 
INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate.. 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 

Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.  
   
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 
 
J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 

All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 
HANDYMEN NEEDED 

Many people have small maintenance 
jobs to do but lack the time or skills to 
do them. If you could help advertise 
your services in these line ads. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
TOOLS WITH A MISSION  

collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
Trevor Purser 07847 180750. 
. 
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859 
 
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
JUST STARTED A NEW BUSINESS 
OR NEED TO TELL PEOPLE YOU 
ARE TRADING AGAIN AFTER 
LOCKDOWN?  Action Forum is 
delivered to over 20,000 homes  in the 
Rainham area each month These line ads 
are £2.50 per line // month. Email your 
wording to adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
  
MEDWAY TOWNS from the AIR An 
A$ book containing 66 aerial photos of 
the Medway Towns in the 1980s taken 
by Piers Morgan of the (now defunct) 
Chatham News. Available from 
Sunburst Books (see advert opposite) at 
the 1989 price of £4.95. See the changes 
over 30+ years. Maybe find your house 
or what was there before it was built. 
 
 
Free 24-hour listening support When 
life is tough, Samaritans are here to 
listen at any time of the day or night.  
You can talk to them about anything 
that's troubling you, no matter how 
difficult.  

Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website   
 

**************** 

OFFICE 
 TO LET 

above Sunburst Books, 23 

Station Road, Rainham.  
3 rooms with space for 5 desks 

plus attic room for storage. 
For more details email 

hamish@actionforum.co.uk 
or call 07835 859 846 

We need your contact details 
and type of business. 

 

**************** 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 9am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs,  
VHS and vinyl. Also local history 

books and books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


