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Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow! 

Hempstead Hill Jan/Feb 1987  
We haven’t had snow like this for a long time now but the impact on our  daily lives at the 

time was quite enormous and the memories will stay for a long time! (see p4) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

As I look at our cover picture of a snowy 
Hempstead Hill, it reminds me, more fondly 
than any other season, of simpler times and 
happy memories of Christmas’s past and the 
holiday season. As a child, I remember hands 
stingingly cold, gloves or mittens drying on 
steamy classroom radiators after gladiatorial 
snowball fights and the long icy slides on 
frosty ground that would have your mates 
whizzing past you in the playground.   
I recall it as a slow build-up, commencing 
only after the last of the fireworks had been 
heard or seen; an anticipation of once-a-year 
treats, and surprises that might be in store. It is 
now a more frenetic time for most families, 
squeezing into the calendar the many 
competing demands, deciding what, or who, 
can possibly be sacrificed from the schedule.  
 

The Action Forum diary section also reminds 
me of the many Christmas Bazaars, church 
services, pantomimes attended, as well as the 
loose change added to buckets of those hearty 
folk manning the charity floats. We were 
lucky enough to experience these all again 
when our own children were small, and which 
are now on the horizon for the next generation 
of our family. I personally enjoyed the 
isolation caused by more severe weather and 
the opportunity to recharge the batteries in 
front of the TV, which now has a different 
connotation altogether.  
 

As we move into the ‘season of giving’, 
please do what you can and spare a thought, a 
coin, a food donation, or a visit to those truly 
in need of your company. Above all be kind, 
to the environment - by planning for as little 
waste as possible, to those around you - by 
savouring their company and importantly to 

yourself, perhaps by driving a few less miles 
and taking in the wonderful green spaces in 
our town instead.  
Hunt through Action Forum’s pages of 
activities and events and see what you might 
like to get involved  with. 
 

Happy Christmas and holiday season to you 
all, from all of us at Action Forum 

 
Letters to the Editor 
 

Toe rags 
Dear Sir, 
Having read about ‘Toe Rags’ in October’s 
Action Forum, I would like to add my 
knowledge: 
My grandfather Alfred Booty, worked in the 
brickfields at Otterham Quay for many years 
with his brother Jim.  They both wore ‘Toe 
Rags’, which were cotton material wrapped 
around their feet instead of woollen socks.  
Socks held grains of sand, making their feet 
sore, whereas ‘the rags’ were much better as 
the sand could be shaken out. 
I might add that his pub was ‘The Three 
Sisters’ and he lived at 13 Kent Terrace.  
During the war he was an Air Raid Warden in 
Solomon Road, Rainham. 
Yours sincerely,  Brenda A Davis 
 

More Prefab Memories  
Dear Editor,  
Your Action Forum August edition was sent to 
me by my friend Mrs Anne Pearce and I found 
it both interesting and thought-provoking.  
The photograph, taken outside numbers 12 and 
13 Clematis Ave, deserved closer inspection.  
Although the picture isn’t very clear, you can 
still see clean and tidy children wearing 
Clarke’s sandals and hair ribbons in the girls 
shiny hair.  Prefab housing was an intelligent 
solution to a post-war housing shortage.   
Post-war people had painful recollections of 
the depression in the 1930’s and this gave 
them a strong work ethic and genuine 
appreciation of their jobs and homes.  As 
children, even pre-school, we were all given 
standards and were very well-prepared for our 
lives ahead.   
The children of the prefab community in 

  
Next issue : Jan 13th, 2022 
Copy date : Jan 3rd, 2022 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Wigmore all went to Hempstead School, 
which at that time was a very small village 
school, not at all like the huge school today.  
We all received a superb foundation 
education that took many of us on to attaining 
further education and excellent jobs.  We had 
inspirational teachers like Miss Newton, Mr 
Jelly and our wonderful headmistress, Miss 
Webb, to name but a few.  Bad behaviour 
was unheard of because we enjoyed school, 
whatever our abilities.  It was entirely 
inclusive and nurturing. 
All this sounds almost unrealistic.  People 
had aspiration but they tended to believe that 
to get on you had to work hard, not think on a 
basis of envy, or the belief that world owed 
you something for nothing.   
With desperate housing shortages at present, 
a modern equivalent to prefab housing may 
be a solution.  Instead we have endless 
sprawling developments that are unaffordable 
to low income groups and to the young just 
starting out.  These same badly-situated 
developments eat up Kentish farm land and 
do not solve the problem of genuine need.     
Replicating prefabs with good-sized gardens 
would not only recreate a great sense of 
community, but may well grow a future 
generation of children that grow up with the 
advantages Anne and I had and will be 
proudly telling Action Forum in the future.   
Thank you once again for the very interesting 
Editorial. 
Yours faithfully,  Patricia Kay.  

 

Christmas Waste Collection Changes 
Your recycle and waste collection dates will 

change over the festive period. Find out more: 
 www.medway.gov.uk/wintercollections  

Action Forum needs volunteer help of up 
to half a day per month at its distribution 
hub.  This ensures we get copies to our 
volunteer distribution team members on 
time.  
If you can help, please call Anne on 07791 
585 998 to find out more. 

http://www.medway.gov.uk/wintercollections


 

 

Under Snow Memories  
(Gladys Payne) 
 

It was my anniversary (Sunday 4th Jan 1987) 
and we were having lunch out.  By mid-
morning snow was coming down hard.  We 
still went for lunch of course but, once back, 
my son and fiancée realised they needed to 
head straight home.  A 45 min journey turned 
into a 2 hour trek for them and still the snow 
kept coming. 
Blowing hard from the East, and with no 
barrier between the estuary and Lower 
Rainham, the light, powdery snow drifted 
heavily.  We woke up to a stillness next day 
and pulled back the curtains to find snow 
halfway up the windows!   
There was so much that for a long while it was 
impossible to leave the house; all our doors 
opened outwards!  Inch by inch my husband, 
Bob, scraped through the morning to create 
space for the doors to gradually edge wider, 
much to everyone’s relief. 
But that was as much as could be done.  We 
were cut off - nobody could get to work and it 
was too deep to walk far .  The neighbours 
rallied together and the children had great fun.  
The seagull landing spread-eagled on the roof 
with a thud had less fun as it slid silently to 
the ground but soon recovered once warmed 
up in a box of straw in the shed. 
On Thursday our neighbour heard Rainham 
Co-op had milk and bread.  A sledge-run 
purchased provisions for us all and by the end 
of the week I was able to walk to check on my 
mother in Luton village.   
The end result was Bob having to take the 
time as a week of holiday - how employment 
conditions have changed - but fun memories. 

Climate Conversations  
The start of urgently needed community 
engagement 
 

On the 9th of November, Action Forum, along 
with representatives from Rainham Eco-hub, 
attended Medway Council’s first community 
engagement event on Climate Change.  
The event sought to engage the community 
and harvest ideas to support its Climate 
Change Action Plan. The plan has over two 
hundred actions over eleven streams of 
activity, some of which relate to the Council 
reducing the carbon footprint of its own estate, 
whilst more than one hundred other actions 
require engagement from residents, 
community and young people.  Medway 
Council have already begun to visibly deliver 
on some of these actions and you may have 
noticed: replacement of older high energy 
street lights; installation of ultra-fast internet 
cabling to support home-working and electric 
vehicle charging points, which we now have 
in Rainham Station car park.  
The intention is to follow-up the ideas 
gathered with a series of facilitated workshop 
events - see https://www.medway.gov.uk/
climatechangeplan. Whilst the event is to be 
applauded, much more urgency is needed and 
the elephants in the room, e.g. over- 
development of Medway’s green spaces, the 
council’s influence over its suppliers and 
changes needed in household lifestyle choices, 
were carefully steered away from.  
 

If you want to get involved locally in 
Rainham, come along to the Eco-hub’s 
monthly Green Drinks, held sat the Manor 
Farm, 7:30, the first Monday of each month. 
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UPHOLSTERY  
& RESTORATION 

 

Furniture Repair Refinishing 
Upholstery Leather Repairs Pol-

ishing & Paint Effects 
 

coopersinkent2@gmail.com     

call Mike Cooper 
 

 07971 512203 

https://www.medway.gov.uk/climatechangeplan
https://www.medway.gov.uk/climatechangeplan
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call


 

 

 

 
  

5 

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

Free Trees for Rainham 
 

This year Rainham Eco Hub set 
themselves an ambitious target - to 
get a 1000 new trees planted in 
Rainham, helping to mitigate the 
effects of climate change.   

 

Following our announcement in the Nov 
edition, we can confirm that 1600 trees have 
been ordered and will be received by the end 
of 2021.  This is fantastic news and a huge 
boost to the aim of greening up Rainham and 
its surrounding neighbourhoods.  Thanks to 
all who have been involved. 

 

Another 1000 trees were requested but,  
unfortunately, due to the high demand we are 
unable to accommodate those requests in 
2021.  We will continue to update you on the 
status of the tree planting and more free 
trees, we hope, will be available in 2022.   
 

Anyone able to lead or assist the coordina-
tion of Free Tree requests in Rainham should 
contact:  
editor@action forum.co.uk 
 

Happy Planting!! 
 

 

 
 
 

Community 

Winter Wonderland 
 

Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd December 
Riverside Country Park  
 

Come and visit us to share our amazing win-
ter experience. You might meet Santa as 
well! 
 

Booking is essential so call on 01634 337432 
(for those aged 5-8, 15 min timed slots) 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Making Miracles is a local charity  
supporting families through baby  
bereavement and trauma.   
 

Can you spare a few hours to help at any of 
the bucket collections on: 
4th Dec - Asda Sittingbourne 
10th Dec - Asda Greenhithe 
17th Dec  Asda Kings Hill 
 

Contact Becci on 07921 333003 or  
becci@makingmiracles.org.uk 

Rotary Club  
Christmas Floats 

 

14th Dec - start at Taverners Rd 
Bettescombe, Elmstone, Arthur, 
Herbert, Broadview. 
Finish junction of Broadview/Maidstone  

 

15th Dec - start at Edwin Rd/Sylvan Rd  

Edwin (above Sylvan Road), Durham,  
Maidstone, Lyndhurst, Marshall (above  

Sylvan), The Platters. 
Finish junction of Marshall/Sylvan. 
 

22nd Dec - start at Eastcourt/Broadway junc  
Elmfield, Featherby, Chilham, Eastcourt, 

Allington, Broadway, Priory, Abbey, 
Featherby, Hanway, The Chase, Chalkenden, 

Broadway. 
Finish at junction of Broadway/Eastcour t. 

 

All routes are to start at 18.00 with assembly 
at 17.45, except for Christmas Eve when we 
will be starting at 17.00 

and assembling at 
16.45. 
 

(Subject to roadworks, 
covid and weather!) 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CALL 
THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

Friday 17th Parkwood;-    Capel, Gunnis, 
Gladwyn, Culpepper, Conrad, Chipstead, 
Long Catlis, Hawbeck, Roper, Sedley,  
Deanwood  
 

Monday 20th, Twydall;-    Waltham,  
Elham, Lyminge, Bodiam, Sturry, Herne, 
Blean, Patrixbourne, Detling, Hawthorn, Be-
gonia 
 

Tuesday 21st, Twydall;-    Staplehurst, 
Goudhurst, Ash, Leeds, Charing, Lynsted, 
Bearsted, Westerham, Minster, Crundale  
 

Wednesday 22nd, Lower Beechings;-    
Eastcourt, Littlebourne, Bishopsbourne, Ken-
nington, Brabourne, Kingsnorth,  
Thornham, Rolvenden, Ruckinge, Boughton 
 
Please text GLCSANTA3  
to 70450 to donate £3 
 

Texts cost £3 plus one standard rate message 
and you’ll be opting in to hear more about 
our work/fundraising via phone and SMS. 

Gillingham Lions Club  
Santa Sleigh Runs 2021 
 

Coronavirus will not stop us  
bringing Santa round the streets 
this year, as we have done for 
almost 30 years.   
We will be knocking on your door, so please 
be generous.  Listen out for us and follow 
progress using our Santa Tracker on the  
Gillingham Lions Club Facebook page.   
If you wish to donate, we will have collec-
tion buckets, but you can also donate by text.    
We hope to see you on one of the routes  
below: 
 

Wednesday 8th, Hempstead:-    Barncroft, 
Almond, Magdalen, Lavenda, Birch, 
Plumtree, Medlar, Cedar, Kingsdown + 
 

Thursday 9th, Hempstead:-    Coppergate, 
Evergreen, Shepherdsgate, Honey,  
Lamplighters, Cobblestone, Horseshoe,  
Old Barn, Greenfinches + 
 

Friday 10th, Kenilworth:-    Kenilworth, 
Windermere, Sandown, Bransgore,  
Sunningdale, Wimbourne, Tanker, Gayhurst  
 

Tuesday 14th, Fairview:-    Fairview, Foulds, 
Primrose, Magnolia, Clematis, Norman, 
Wigmore, The Hazels, Woodside, Bredhurst 
 

Wednesday 15th, Highfield:-    Highfield, 
Benson, Derwent, Oldfields, Salisbury,  
Century, Nursery, Henley, Cheriton 
 

Thursday 16th, Parkwood:-  Campleshon, 
Wood, Queendown, Lineacre, Idenwood, 
Hallwood, Donet, Dixwell, Long Catlis,  
Fairfax, Foxburrow, Readscroft, Beke + 

Gillingham Street Angels  
 

We are a small grass roots charity whose mis-
sion is to help the homeless, needy and vul-
nerable of all ages in the Medway towns.  
Donations of sealed food items, household 
items, furniture, bedding, dog food, sanitary 
items and white goods are gratefully  
appreciated.  
 

Contact Neil Charlick on 07827 298882 or 
neil@thestreetangels.org   
Our website www.thestreet-angels.org has 
full details of opening times and how to make 
donations.  

https://www.thestreet-angels.org/


 

 

ROOKS IN WINTER 
From November, the skies across Britain start 
to fill with the remarkable sight of thousands 
upon thousands of rooks, jackdaws and crows 
coming in to roost at dusk.   
The sheer size of the flocks in some areas is 
such that they have to be seen to be believed.  
Tens of thousands of these corvids gather in 
fields adjacent to their roosting woods on the 
Buckenham Marshes in Norfolk.  A Cornish 
roost once recorded 2,500 rooks, up to 8,000 
jackdaws and 200 carrion crows.   
They will have flown from various feeding 
sites upto twenty five miles or so away though  
quite why the birds choose to gather in such 
vast numbers is not entirely clear.  They do 
not huddle closely together for warmth and 
there is no need to protect themselves against 
night–time predators.  However, it is thought 
that communal roosting and searching for food 
improves the chance of locating promising 
stubble fields and other sources of food.    
 

On a late afternoon some time ago I visited 
Northwood Hill Nature Reserve at High 
Halstow on the Hoo Peninsula.  The reserve, 
owned by the Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds, has a commanding view over the 
marshes and the Thames.  I drove to Dromhey 
Farm, the local HQ of the RSPB and just off 
the road between High Halstow and Cooling.  
The warden was our leader on a visit to the 
site of the rook and jackdaw roost in the 
reserve’s wood.  The weather was perfect – 
blue sky and very little cloud.   
As the sun lowered over the North Downs we 
made our way to a clearing.  Here there is a 
viewing point from which to observe the 
roosting of rooks and jackdaws in the winter, 
but also the nesting of herons, rooks and little 
egrets in the spring.  We could see a small 
flock of jackdaws enjoying the warmth of the 
last rays of the sun.  Out of sight, on the 
marshes, hundreds of rooks were no doubt 
gathering, like a seething black carpet, for one 
last feed before heading for the roost.    
The glow in the sky turned from yellow to 
orange and to red and reflected on the crimson 
buds of the sallow trees and the golden leaves 

of the oak trees.  We heard the characteristic 
settling down calls of pheasants, blackbirds 
and wrens in the hawthorn scrub.   
As we neared the viewing point, the red glow 
of the sun on the clouds had disappeared and 
the first of the rooks and jackdaws were 
approaching the roost.  It was fairly easy to 
distinguish the two species, silhouetted as they 
were against the remaining light of the sky.  
Their calls, the “caws” of the rooks and the 
“jacks” of the jackdaws, were also 
distinguishable.    
The rooks had undoubtedly been feeding in the 
marshes of the Hoo peninsula and perhaps also 
on the rubbish tips of Essex, the jackdaws in 
the orchards and arable fields around Cooling.  
As the birds arrived at the roosting site they 
began to circle above.  The sky gradually filled 
with hundreds of birds calling excitedly and 
undertaking the most amazing aerobatics, 
pirouettes and loops.  As more birds arrived, 
some began to drop into the wood, presumably 
to claim a favourable spot in which to roost.  
But just when it seemed that the flock had 
begun to settle down for the night, birds would 
arise from the trees and join the newcomers in 
the noise, movement and the excitement.  In 
due course there was a build-up of over three 
thousand birds, according to the warden.   
At the onset of night, the rooks and jackdaws 
tumbled out of the sky in well-ordered and 
well-managed manoeuvres, to sink into the 
deep, cold, black of the wood.  By about 5 pm, 
after repeated settling and unsettling, the 
excitement had died down and all was quiet.      
The aerial manoeuvres of the rooks and 
jackdaws are not perhaps as awe inspiring as 
the synchronised performances put on by 
certain waders and by starlings.  Even so, the 
warden suggested, and we all agreed, the 
display we had just seen was one of the most 
under-rated bird spectacles in Britain.           
By March and the advent of the breeding 

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 
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season, the flocks will have dispersed  to take 
up residence at their own nesting sites, leaving 
behind just those rooks hatched at Northwood 
Hill. 

 

December in the  
Wilder Garden (Victoria Golding) 

 

As the year comes to an end, it is good to 
consider what we can do to encourage wildlife 
in the more challenging months.  Make sure 
you keep cleaning your bird feeders to halt the 
spread of disease and maintain good hygiene 
with any bowls and dishes you use on the 
ground. 
 

Plant of the month 
Remember your garden when decorating your 
house for Christmas.  I am pleased that our 
Christmas tree in a pot has survived another 
year, despite being occasionally forgotten.  It 
grew a little more this year and I will repot after 
the festive season and try to find a place in the 
garden where it doesn’t keep blowing over in 
the wind!  The practice of keeping the tree from 
year to year has meant that the tree has cost me 
only £6 each year and has prevented another six 
trees being cut down.   
Twigs with berries can be added to your flower 
displays, together with any late garden flowers.  
It does feel good to lower our carbon footprint!  
 

Job of the month 
If you still have bee hotels outside, you can 
give the insects a better chance of survival by 
removing them from the damp to a dry, cool 
place, like a shed.  The hotels that come apart 
are the best ones to have (a great present for 
someone) as you can remove the individual 
cocoons to a cardboard box, discarding any that 
have been predated.  Try to keep the different 
types separately.  You will also need to watch 

out for them in early spring so they aren’t 
trapped indoors.   
Cocoons that have dried mud and sand round 
them are probably Mason Bees.  (Did you 
know that the Red Mason Bee is the best 
pollinator of apples?)   
The cocoons wrapped in leaves are those of 
Leaf Cutter Bees – did you notice some neat 
round holes in your rose or buddleia leaves 
this summer?   
Once the cocoons are out of the house, brush 
the sections down so they are clean for next 
season. 
 

Check out our online courses on Wildlife 
Friendly Gardening.  They are held in the 
evenings on a variety of topics, including: 
‘managing garden pests in a nature friendly 
way’ or ‘building and maintaining a garden 
wildlife pond’.  Just the thing for a winter 
evening: www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events  
 

Happy wildlife gardening, 
Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor 
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A Garden Paradox -  
pesticides increase the number of pests 
 

Left to its own devices nature usually  
arrives at a sensible balance between the 
species.  
An infestation of, say, aphids results in 
predators moving in for a feast - ladybirds, 
earwigs, hoverflies and wasps.  Pesticides 
kill both pests and predators. Aphids,  
however, have a much shorter life cycle than 
their predators, breed very quickly and  
re-establish themselves in much larger  
numbers long before their predators are back 
to control them. More spraying needed and 
more money for the chemical companies... 
Nature knows best! 



 

 

N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING  

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711  
Mob 07976 438435 

Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  
 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant 
with all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

 
Contact:  Nichola 

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: 

info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  

www.whiskerslodge.com 

St Margaret’s CofE, Rainham High Street 
3rd Dec 7pm Christingle Service 
4th Dec 4pm Christingle Service 
5th Dec 4pm Christingle Service 
9 - 11th Dec 3-7pm Experience Christmas! 
17 - 19th Dec 7pm Carols by Candlelight 
22nd Dec 7pm 9 Lessons and Carols 
24th Dec Crib Services at 2pm, 4pm, 7pm 
24th Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion 
25th Dec 10.30am Christmas Day Service 
 

Wigmore Evangelical, Durham Rd,  
Wigmore 
14th Dec 7.30pm Christmas Carols with the 
BAE Brass Band  
19th Dec 6.30pm Carol Service 
25th Dec 10.30am Christmas Day Service 
 

Granary Church, Oast Community Centre, 
Rainham 
19th Dec 4pm  Christmas Carol Service  
(including refreshments)  
25th Dec 10.30am Christmas Day Service 
 

Twydall Evangelical, Goudhurst Rd 
19th Dec 10.30am Family Carol Service 
25th Dec 11am Christmas Day Service 
 

Rainham Christian Fellowship, Waltham Rd, 
ME8 6XE 
12th Dec 10.30am Family Christmas Service 
19th Dec 4pm Candlelight Christmas Carols 

St Paul’s CofE, Parkwood Shops 
5th Dec 3pm Christingle Family Fun 
19th Dec 3pm Nativity Family Fun 
23rd Dec 5.30pm 9 Lessons and Carols 
24th 11.30pm Midnight Communion 
 

St Peter’s CofE, Bredhurst 
12th Dec 3pm 9 Lessons and Carols 
17th Dec 5pm Camp Fire Carols 
24th Dec 11am Crib Service 
26th Dec 11am Communion 
 

St Matthews CofE, Drewery Dr, Wigmore 
18th Dec 5pm Traditional Carol Service 
20th Dec 7pm Carols Among the Trees 
24th Dec 3pm and 5pm Christingle 
25th Dec 10am Christmas Day Communion 
 

St Margaret’s CofE, Lower Halstow 
5th Dec 10am Christingle and Gift Service 
19th Dec 10am Family Communion 
19th Dec 4pm 9 Carols and Readings 
24th Dec 1-3pm Quiet Christmas (warm  
                            welcome and a quiet cuppa) 
24th Dec 5.30pm Crib Service for children 
24th Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion 
25th Dec 10am Family Communion 
 

Holy Trinity CofE, Twydall Lane, Twydall 
19th Dec 4pm Carols by Candlelight 
24th Dec 4pm Nativity 
24th Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion 
25th Dec 10am Christmas Celebration  
                          (café- style) 
 

All Saints CofE, Hempstead 
24th Dec 4.30pm Holy Communion w Carols 
 

Individual churches may have Covid19  
precautions in place so you might want to 
check beforehand. 

 

Christmas  
Services  
around 
Rainham  



 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

Westmoor Nurseries 
Moor Street (the A2) Rainham ME8 8QF 

01634 378886 
 

Open 10am to 3pm 
Monday to Saturday 

 

Seasonal plants, Shrubs, Topsoil, Turf etc. 



 

 

Word on the Streets 

 
 

‘Merry Christmas, hearty thanks and best 
wishes to our distribution team behind the 
scenes, along with all those volunteers who 
deliver Action Forum each month.   
All your hard work, often unseen, is much 
appreciated.’  
 

There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, 
and some permanent due to the ever  
expanding nature of Rainham’s housing.  
Anne is currently looking for permanent 
volunteers for the following roads (the  
number in brackets is the number of houses 
in those roads): 
 

Mierscourt - Parker Close (33),  
Goodall Cl (26), Barlow Cl (20),  
Sinclair Cl (21), Goldsmith Cl (14),  
Ferries Cl (39), Bond Cl (14) 
 

Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help. 
If you are a volunteer distributor tell us your 
story by emailing the editorial team,  
editor@actionforum.co.uk 

Dates for the Diary 
Any organisation can request an entry in 
the diary (free of charge) by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 
6th Dec - Rainham Ladies Choir, 7.30pm Rainham 
School for Girls, Contact 01634 262214 (also 13th, 
20th) 
 

6th Dec - Green Drinks (environmental networking)  
Manor Farm 7.30pm, therainhamecohub@gmail.com 
 

7th Dec -  Bredhurst Whist Club - 7.30pm Bredhurst 
Village Hall. Contact Chris (evenings) 07707 669915 
(also 14th, 21st) 
 

8th Dec -  East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway (also 12th Jan) 
 

8th - 22nd - Gillingham Lions Club Sleigh Runs 
See page 7 for details 
 

10th - 24th Dec - Rotary Club Sleigh Runs  
See page 5 for details 
 

10th Dec - Upchurch Choral Society - 8pm at St 
Mary’s, Upchurch.  Contact suerossiter@waitrose.com  
or 01634 234780  (also 17th) 

 

12th Dec - Christmas Wreath-making day at Riverside, 
booking essential - contact 01634 337432 

 

15th Dec - Wigmore Ladies - 2pm Howard Memorial 
Hall - 01634 388912 
 

16th Dec - WI, 1.45-4pm, Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, Contact Lynne: 01634 23499 
 

20th - 23rd Dec - Winter Wonderland at Riverside, 
Booking essential - contact 01634 337432 
 

21 Dec- The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,  
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, ME8 9PN. 
7.30 - 9.45 pm £4.00. Coastal Birds—Simon Ginnaw 
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

10th Jan - Medway Organ and Keyboard Club concert 
7pm, Parkwood Community Hall, ME8 9PN, £7  
refreshments and bar available  -  Phil on 07795 576294 
 

15th Jan - Vintage/Designer/Quality Clothing Sale for 
charity, Bredhurst Village Hall, 1.30-4pm 
 

18th Jan - Medway RSPB Local Group talk ‘The Miracle 
of Bird Migration’ by Mark James Pearson, 7.30pm, £4 
Parkwood Community Centre,  
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway 
 

19th Jan - Woodland Workshop at Riverside, booking 
essential - contact 01634 337432 
 

26th Jan - Winter Tree ID at Riverside, booking essential 
- contact 01634 337432 
 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to you all! 
Perhaps this is the year to introduce something 
new to your diary?  Check the list above. 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 
More recent recipients have been  
St Margaret's, St Matthews, as well as Tools 
with A Mission 
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Check out the Net online  
for up-to-the-minute events. 

Riverside Country Park Event Dates: 
 

Christmas Wreath-making,  
Sunday 12th December 2021 
 

Winter Wonderland,  
Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd December 
 

1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 19th January 2022 
 

Winter Tree ID,  
Wednesday 26th January 2022 
 

Booking is essential - for more details  
Contact the Visitor Centre (8am - 4pm) on 
01634 337432  

mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.50 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

£84.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
THE LOCAL GARDENING GUY 
General Garden Maintenance,  
Fencing, clearance and more! 
Call Liam on 07379594957 
 
HANDYMAN / DOG WALKER 
Car cleaning. Gardening. 
General DIY & repairs 
Basic plumbing & electrics 
Package delivery. Graveside upkeep 
Ashley. 07906 852004 
 
REIKI HEALING, SPIRITUAL 
healing, total relaxation. Please call 
S.P.A. Reiki on 07714 230 233. 
 
YOGA AT PLAY - find your joy 
Friendly British Wheel of Yoga teacher 
offering classes on Monday 
evenings, 19:15 - 20:45, cost £10 or 4 
classes for £35 (to be used within 8 
weeks) St. Margaret's Millennium 
Centre ME8 9BH. Creating strength and 
flexibility for body and mind . Suitable 
for beginners and regular 
practitioners alike. Contact Lucy -
lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk or 07984070863 
www.yogaatplay.co.uk  
Booking via website advised. 
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri 
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk or contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
 
RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret: 
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£80/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
While you wait service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
 

 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available.  
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com  
Mob: 07523 532 784 
Facebook: LRsportsmassage 
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 
INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate. 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual items 
or complete houses. Rubbish clearance 
carried out efficiently. Professional, 
reliable, prompt & friendly service.  
Free estimates. No job too small. 
KCC & Environment Agency registered. 
01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.      

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 
 

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 07434 672418. 
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
 
ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY 
Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD. 

Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 

UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
Trevor Purser 07847 180750. 
. 
JUST STARTED A NEW BUSINESS 
OR NEED TO TELL PEOPLE YOU 
ARE TRADING AGAIN AFTER 
LOCKDOWN?  Action Forum is 
delivered to over 20,000 homes  in the 
Rainham area each month These line ads 
are £2.50 per line // month. Email your 
wording to adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
  
MEDWAY TOWNS from the AIR  
An A4 book containing 66 aerial photos 
of the Medway Towns in the 1980s 
taken by Piers Morgan of the (now 
defunct) Chatham News. Available from 
Sunburst Books (see advert opposite) at 
the 1989 price of £4.95. See the changes 
over 30+ years. Maybe find your house 
or what was there before it was built. 
 

HANDYMEN NEEDED 
Many people have small maintenance 
jobs to do but lack the time or skills to 
do them. If you could help, advertise 
your services in these line ads. 
 
Free 24-hour listening support  
When life is tough, Samaritans are here 
to listen at any time of the day or night.  
You can talk to them about anything 
that's troubling you, no matter how 
difficult.  
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website   
 

**************** 

OFFICE 
TO LET 

above Sunburst Books, 
23 Station Road, 

Rainham.  
3 rooms with space for 5 
desks plus attic room for 

storage. 
 

For more details email 
hamish@actionforum.co.uk 

or call 07835 859 846 
We need your contact details 

and type of business. 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 9am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs,  
VHS and vinyl. Also local history 

books and books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


