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Will we see and feel another of these  
by the end of the decade? 

In October 1987 a great storm hit the country bringing winds of over 90 miles an hour,  
causing damage to many rooves and bringing trees down, like these at Queendown Warren. 

(See page 2 Editorial for more on climate change in Rainham) 



 

 

Editorial 

 

“Green issues seem to be the topic of the 
moment and not wanting to be left out we are 
joining the bandwagon. Really though, it is 
not before time that we begin to take seriously 
the havoc we are wreaking on the world.” 
Barbara Mackay Miller, April 1990. 

 

Our recently-passed editor could not have 
been more prophetic in her Action Forum 
editorial over 30 years ago.  It would be 
another six years before the first Conference 
of Parties (COP) took place and another 29 
before the UK declared a climate change 
emergency in May 2019, shortly followed by 
Medway Council’s own declaration in 2019. 

You may be forgiven for thinking that it 
doesn’t feel like an emergency given the stark 
emergency measures that were put in place to 
tackle COVID19. Unlike COVID 19, climate 
change is a slow burn, so to speak, but 
similarly, it will be how each individual’s 
behaviour alters that will combine to make a 
real difference.  

The changes needed to reduce and delay the 
impacts of climate change will be equally 
unpopular and, perhaps, more dramatic but if 
the steep increases in domestic fuel bills are 
not sufficient to get us sticking our heads into 
the loft to check for recommended levels of 
insulation then I don’t know what will.  
To meet UK commitments on climate change, 
to limit global temperature rises, much needs 
to occur in the next decade.  We will need to 
start by turning back the clock in terms of 
setting the thermostat for our central heating, 
as well as think more about the clothing we 
wear indoors to keep out the winter chills.  
But it won’t stop there, as we think about 
central heating systems and electric car 
legislation. 

Over half of greenhouse gas emissions are 
impacted by our personal choices. Home 
energy and personal transport are the biggest 
contributors (about 23% each) followed by 
consumer choices over how we buy our food 
and goods (about 21%)*.  Our individual 
family choices make huge differences. 
 

Over the coming months, Action Forum will 
continue to focus on climate change topics, 
support Rainham Eco-hub in its local 
initiatives, and help to engage the community 
in support of Medway Council’s detailed 
climate change action plans submitted in June 
2021. We need to start making a difference 
today; the choice is ours but the future is our 
children’s. 
*www.designcouncil.org.uk stats 
 
Letters to the Editor 

 

Toe rags 
Sir, 
Ref: Action Forum Sept 21 & Oct 21. 
Like most derogatory terms there are many 
explanations, here is another for 'Tow Rag': 
 

‘Tow Rag’ was originally an old naval term. 
When sailors went to the toilet at the very front 
of a sailing ship, known as the head, there was 
a long piece of rope with a piece of rag tied to 
the end of it being towed along in the 
water.  After the sailor had finished he pulled 
the rope out of the water and cleaned himself 
with the wet rag. (No toilet paper in those 
days). The rope with the rag was then dropped 
back into the water to clean itself as it was 
towed by the ship ready for use by the next 
sailor.  
Having the toilets at the very front (the head) 
of the ship in those days is why in the Royal 
Navy the toilets are called 'The Heads'. 
Tow Rag isn't a nice name to be called by.’ 
 

Taken from: Breverton’s Nautical Curiosities, 
A book of the Sea by Terry Breverton. 
Yours sincerely,  Peter Fleming 
 
More Prefab Memories  
I have read with interest the stories of all the 
prefabs in Rainham and Wigmore but no one 
has mentioned the American ones built on 

  
Next issue : Dec 4th, 2021 
Copy date : Nov 22nd, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Local and Experienced Practitioner 

Maidstone Road and ending at the entrance to 
the Camp School.  This school was set up in 
the huts previously occupied by POWs or the 
Army (I’m not sure who).  The entrance later 
became Bettescombe Road. 
I moved into No.137 together with my 
Mother and Father and baby sister in 1947. 
These American prefabs had very up-dated 
kitchens and bathrooms and an airing 
cupboard with fitted immersion heater.  The 
sitting room had a coal fire but coal was very 
hard to get at this time. 
Another group of these prefabs were built in 
a semi-circle behind us but behind them were 
nothing but cornfields. 
We were very happy there, Dad safely back 
from Burma and a home amongst cornfields, 
orchards and fields. 
Many years later Ballard built his Suntrap 
houses on the old prefab site and in 1963 my 
husband and I bought one - No.139.  No.137 
had already been bought! 
Yours sincerely,  June Bourner (nee Wingate) 
 
Dear Editor, 
Further to your subject on Rainham prefabs, I 
lived at 30 Mardale Road during the period 
1956 to 1961. 
My memories of the prefab were how 
modern they were compared to where we 
lived previously in Gillingham. 
It had a Canadian-style fitted kitchen with a 
gas operated fridge, fold-down kitchen table 
and warm air-duct heating to the 

rooms.  There was also an indoor bathroom (a 
luxury) and reasonable sized garden. 
My mother and I were reluctant to leave the 
prefab. She moved to the maisonettes on 
Wakeley Road and I joined the Royal 
Engineers. 
In short I have fond and lasting memories of 
Mardale Road. 
Yours faithfully,   George Pickering 
 
Closure of Barclays Bank Rainham Branch 
Dear Sir, 
It is with great sadness that we have witnessed 
the closure of Barclays Bank Rainham 
Branch. 
We all started our Bank careers here in the 
1970's and remember with great affection past 
Colleagues and Customers alike! 
We are so pleased to say that we still remain 
friends after 50 plus years and meet as often as 
we can although two of us now live some 
distance away! 
We know technology has been responsible for 
many good things but, we still value the 
Personal touch!  We wish all of our past 
Colleagues and Customers good health and 
happiness in the future! 
            "Thanks for the memories" 
Yours Sincerely, 
Daphne Post (nee Barker), Margaret Fraser 
(nee Salmon), Carolyn McNally (nee Ives and 
formerly Mitchel), Val McClarty (formerly 
Collyer) and Janis Hammond 



 

 

Rainham, Twice! 
 

For many years I have enjoyed reading stories 
of past times in Action Forum and have been 
tempted to script a few words but refrained 
due to my overseas place of birth.  However, 
with two different experiences of Rainham, it 
struck me that there may be others who recall 
the early 1950’s living and playing in Herbert 
Road (and in the local haystack which tended 
to catch fire I recall) where I was ‘billeted’ 
with grandparents on arrival from Bermuda in 
September 1950. 
As a lad of nine I was introduced to Mr Rivers 
the Headmaster of the Camp School, just up 
the Maidstone Road, and placed in Mr 
Martin’s class.  I knew little (see letter from 
Mr Rivers on p5) but recall a few fights in the 
playground (one with a girl I am ashamed to 
say) and horrible school dinners.  On the plus 
side, Mr Martin, who lived on a landing craft 
where Allens Yard used to be in Gillingham 
(now Fords and Autoyachts), noted my 
nautical background and took me in hand.  He 
let me row his dinghy and generally pretend I 
was back in Bermuda.  I kept in touch with 
him in the later 50’s when we visited Kent 
each summer, by which time he had 
‘upgraded’ to a motor torpedo launch, berthed 
at Otterham Quay.  I still think of him today 
when passing the Three Sisters area – much 
changed from the ‘brickworks era’ with 
housing and the new school. 
During this first year at school in England we 
moved to Rock Avenue, Gillingham, where 
my family had purchased a house with a big 
concrete bunker in the back garden – great 
fun!  To avoid changing school, I had to walk 
to St Augustine’s corner and get on the 

Pilcher’s School bus which then meandered its 
way via an emerging Twydall Estate.  I 
missed it one day in winter and had to get the 
normal bus which dropped me at the bottom 
of Maidstone Road in the snow.  I attempted 
to walk to school but got so cold that I had to 
knock on a door near the end of Herbert Road.  
As I could no longer feel my hands or feet, 
and only breathe with difficulty, they took me 
in – Bermuda this was not! 
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UPHOLSTERY  
& RESTORATION 

Furniture Repair  
Refinishing Upholstery 

Leather Repairs  
Polishing & Paint Effects 
coopersinkent2@gmail.com     

call Mike Cooper 

 07971 512203 

OFFICE  
TO LET 
Above shop in  

Station Road, Rainham. 
For details please email 

hamish@actionforum.co.uk 
with your contact details 

and the nature of your  
business. 

mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
mailto:hamish@actionforum.co.uk
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Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

Free Trees for Rainham 
This year Rainham Eco Hub set  
themselves an ambitious target - to 
get a 1000 new trees planted in 
Rainham, helping to mitigate the 
effects of climate change.   
After already receiving 600 pledges, now it 
seems that they will smash their target.  By 
working with the Woodland Trust and  
another donor, the Hub has got its hands on 
1000 tree whips.   
Not only that, they will be giving them away 
to anyone in Rainham for free!   
 

Available at the end of November for  
planting out, the whips can be planted as 
single trees or in groups of 3-6 plants per 
metre as a native hedgerow.   
To apply for the trees all you have to do is 
contact the Eco-Hub directly on their  
Facebook page or email them at: 
therainhamecohub@gmail.com 

Action Forum needs volunteer help of up 
to half a day per month at its distribution 
hub.  This ensures we get copies to our 
volunteer distribution team members on 
time.  
If you can help, please call Anne on 07791 
585 998 to find out more. 

STOP PRESS We have more offers of 

funding so need more places to plant trees in 
gardens, community spaces etc. The 
Woodland Trust’s target is 50 million trees 
in the UK. How many of these should be in 
Rainham? See www.woodlandtrust.org.uk.  

No sooner had we moved in than my father 
was posted to the Liver Building in 
Liverpool so we all headed there, and me to 
another three schools.   
Noting Mr River’s comment, I got to a 
grammar school before joining The 
Admiralty in Whitehall – with shaky 
spelling, but armed with the robustness that 
Liverpudlians leave you with for life!   
I spent five years in the Admiralty Bunker, 
‘the Citadel’, where I met my wife and  
arrived back in Medway, first in Luton Road 
and then the open countryside of Rainham 
and Lower Pump Lane. 
I recall lambing activities at the end of  
Herbert Rd, playing in haystacks and acres 
of woods and many other delights.  The short 
time at the Camp School was indeed a great 
time and I trust that any other Rainham  
readers who were also there would agree.  
The London working years saw the delights 
of rail and coach travel and Kings Ferry was 
established in Lower Pump Lane, when for 
several years their two old Volvos had more 
ice on the inside of the windows than the 
outside for the first few miles.  Nevertheless, 
it was an excellent service, with a bottle of 
wine at Christmas!   
Our sons passed through the Howard School 
and five great-grandchildren now hog the 
limelight. 
Of course, nothing quite competes with the 
Bermuda years and the experience of  
crossing the Atlantic by Flying Boat (with 
Shorts Rochester) , rail via the USA and 
Canada onto the grand four-funnel  
Aquitania, or crossing back via the West 
Indies on the Almanzora, an ex-troopship 
rust bucket – but what memories! 
Yours, Brian Hyde   

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk


 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CALL 
THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 

 
Cleopatra’s Beauty Room 

Wigmore—Established 22 years  
 

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing 
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology  

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage  
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL 
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers 
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 
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BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

 

Rainham Evening WI  
Annual Craft Fayre  
 

Saturday 27th November , 2021 
St Pauls Church, Parkwood  
from 9.30am until 1.00pm.  
 

There will be craft items, cakes, jams and 
chutneys, plants, Christmas decorations,  
and wooden goods.  An Avon rep. will be 
there, as well as a raffle and a tombola - and, 
of course, tea and cake! 
 

Free Entry and Free Parking  
For any further information please contact: 
01634 365303 

UPCHURCH CHORAL 
SOCIETY 
presents 

“With a Voice of Singing” 
 

A programme to reflect our 
joy at  
returning to singing.   
 

Saturday 27th November, 2021 
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch 
7.30pm 
 

Tickets £10 on the door 
Children free 
 

Contact Sue Rossiter for more details: 
 

suerossiter@waitrose.com    01634 234780  
 
We continue to meet for rehearsals each 
Friday at 8pm and would love to have you 
join us. 

GTHS Reunion 
For all former pupils of Gillingham  
Technical High School (GTHS) for a  
reunion.  
 

There have been reunions for different year 
groups previously but an ‘All-Years’ event 
has been arranged. 
Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, ME8 7NA  
on Saturday 13th November 2021 at 7pm.  
 

The cost is £5 and more details can be found 
on the GTHS Facebook group.   

Auction of Promises - Lower Halstow 
 

Friday 26th November  
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall 
7.30pm - £3 per ticket 
 

Lower Halstow Poetry Committee is  
organising a fundraising event, with all  
profits being shared amongst village causes. 
 

The Auction of Promises is a fun way of 
bagging some amazing Christmas gifts. 
 

We have already received a few pledges 
including an evening meal for two, a basket 
of logs, help with a family tree and knitting 
to a pattern of your choice, oh and  
babysitting!!  
Please consider making a pledge - everyone 
has a talent of some kind, be it gardening, 
driving, decorating, dog walking etc. and the 
more pledges we receive the more fun the 
event will be!  
 

Contact: 
carinaj65@outlook.com or 07899 951044  

mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com


 

 

LEITH HILL 
On our regular trips to Brighton, my wife and 
I get our first sight of the long line of the hills 
of the South Downs.  The most recognisable is 
Chactonbury Ring with its beech trees 
standing prominently on the remains of an 
Iron Age hill fort.  On our return journey, we 
can see, on the horizon, the massive bulk of 
Leith Hill, Surrey, the highest point in the 
south east of England, at almost one thousand 
feet.  Some readers may be familiar with the 
Surrey Hills, if only from television.  Box Hill 
was used by cyclists competing in the 2012 
Olympic Games and, subsequently, both Box 
Hill and Leith Hill have featured in many 
cycle races.  It may have been noticed that the 
cyclists often disappeared temporarily from 
our screens as they rode under tree after tree.  
This leads me to mention old reports of an 
exhaustive tree survey, using the latest aerial 
mapping technology, which revealed that there 
are around 280 million trees in England and 
Wales over three metres high.  The results 
revealed that the highest counts of trees were 
not in rural areas but in suburban Surrey.  The 
survey noted that thousands of Surrey’s 
mature trees were in its high number of large 
gardens.  An explanation for this phenomenon 
lies in the county’s fairly recent history. 
Surrey was, for hundreds of years, the poorest 
and most sparsely populated of the home 
counties; its productive agricultural land being 
confined largely to the Thames Valley.  In the 
18th century, Arthur Young condemned 
Surrey’s communications as the worst in the 
country.  Its prosperity and population only 
began to grow as a result of the railways built 
through Surrey to the south coast in the mid-
19th century.  Stockbrokers, bankers, insurance 
brokers and other well-paid professionals, 
started to leave the smoke and congestion of 
London for the fresh air and open spaces of 
the Surreys Hills.  They bought large plots of 
cheap land and had big houses built within 
outsized gardens.  Writing in the ‘Shell Guide 
to Surrey’ of 1977, Bruce Watkin referred to 
trees planted in the early 20th century that were 
maturing alongside older woodland trees, with 

trees scattered everywhere in the county.  He 
claimed that the light green leaves of spring 
and the gold leaves of autumn from all these 
trees made Surrey the prettiest county in the 
country.  Whether or not that is the case, it is 
now clear that Surrey can claim to be the 
greenest county in England at the height of 
summer. 
Some time ago, we paid a visit to Leith Hill, 
partly encouraged by Bruce Watkin’s 
reference to the prettiness of Surrey and partly 
because our daughter then lived in the area.  
The hill is a prominent part of the Greensand 
Ridge that runs through both Kent and Surrey.  
Much of the ridge consists of heathland, or at 
least once did so.  Heaths occur on poor, 
largely sandy soil and were originally created 
by woodland clearance.  They are the habitat, 
among other animals, of reptiles such as adder, 
grass snake, slow worm and common lizard.  
The main and readily recognisable 
characteristic of heathland is, fairly obviously, 
areas of purple heather.  The common (Wotton 
Common) on which Leith Hill stands was 
stripped of its original timber, in Tudor times 
and previously, to meet the enormous demand 
for fuel by the one-time iron and gunpowder 
industries.  Over subsequent centuries, 
constant grazing and foraging kept down the 
regrowth.  However, secondary woodland has 
grown up in the last hundred years or so as 
grazing began to decline.  We noted oak, 
beech, Scots pine, birch, rowan, whitebeam, 
holly and hazel trees.  Some patches of 
heathland had heather (ling) and bell heather 
still in flower.  Both species have bell shaped 
purple flowers which attract the bees.  We also 
noticed bilberry bushes but other people had 
beat us to the berries.  It was unfortunately too 
early to admire the golds of a Surrey autumn 
but during our very enjoyable climb to the 
summit of Leith Hill we spotted a stonechat on 

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

the top of a bush and heard the calls of a green 
woodpecker, a great spotted woodpecker and a 
nuthatch.        
After a cup of tea and a cake at the small café 
within Leith Tower, we climbed the spiral 
staircase to the top of the tower, erected in 1765 
and over 1,000 feet above sea level.  From here 
we had views of London to the North, including 
Big Ben, St Pauls Cathedral, Wembley Stadium 
and The Shard.  In the same direction we could 
also see the Chiltern Hills of Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire.  To the east was 
Crowborough Beacon in East Sussex.  To the 
west, Black Down, the highest hill in West 
Sussex.  To the south we could see Ashdown 
Forest,  the English Channel sparkling through 
the Shoreham Gap and the long line of the hills 
of the South Downs.  Among them was the 
very familiar shape of Chactonbury Ring. 

 
November in the  
Wilder Garden (Victoria Golding) 

 

This is traditionally a month of colder weather, 
but I am beyond predicting as this year has 
been so mixed up.  It is a time of planning for 
next year, though, when cold and rainy days 
can be cheered up by seed and plant catalogues 
and pictures on the internet.   
 

We bought two plants of Echium wildpretii at 
the Wisley Plant Fair.  These will be very tall, 
like the echium “Pride of Madeira” seen in 
seaside gardens, but with red, rather than blue 
flowers and loved by bees.  However, their 
natural habitat is halfway up Mount Teide, in 
Tenerife, so they find our climate challenging.  
I am keeping one in the greenhouse this winter 
and planting one outside, just in case it works.  
The payback will be terrific if they survive.  
We are trimming and renewing ties to stakes, 

trellis and fences, so that taller plants won’t be 
damaged by the winter gales.  
 

Plant of the month 
Much of your 
gardens will be 
tidied up by now, 
but if, like me 
you are behind, 
check for self-
seeded plants of 
forget-me-not.  
There are often 
lots of single plants in clumps.  These can be 
planted out along path edges, interspersed 
with groups of early bulbs.  If you have big 
areas that haven’t been weeded, cover them 
with something that will exclude light, like 
cardboard, and let the worms do the work for 
you. 
 

Jobs of the month 
As you might know, I am obsessed with the 
benefits of leaves, so keep gathering them up 
each time it is fine enough to get outside.   
I had a good clean and tidy in the greenhouse, 
ready for all the tender things I want to 
overwinter, which was a good job to do out of 
the cold and wet.   
Keep a dish of fresh water for passing 
mammals and hidey-holes for those that want 
somewhere safe to shelter. To make your 
garden more friendly for hedgehogs, check 
out the British Hedgehog Preservation 
Society’s website 
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk  
Remember to check bonfires before lighting 
and remind people with this poster. 
www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/bonfire-night-
posters/  
 

Happy wildlife gardening, 
(Kent Wildlife Trust Garden Advisor) 
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING  

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711  
Mob 07976 438435 

Oast Community Centre Gigs 
 

Careful Now Promotions are enjoying  
hosting live music at The Oast Community 
Centre.  
Coming up this month is: 
 

Friday 12th November – Broken Chanter 
 

The gig starts around 7.30pm  and tickets are 
£7 on the door or £5 for Early Bird and  
Student tickets, which can be bought online. 
 

Further details are available at: 
www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions  
or carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

Hope to see you there!” 

Rainham Rec Bulb Planting Afternoon 
 

20th November, 2021 
1pm 
Meet at Pavilion with own trowel! 

Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  
 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant 
with all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

 
Contact:  Nichola 

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: 

info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  

www.whiskerslodge.com 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Making Miracles is a local charity  
supporting families through baby  

bereavement and trauma.   
 

Can you spare a few hours to help at any of 
the bucket collections on: 

4th Dec - Asda Sittingbourne 
10th Dec - Asda Greenhithe 
17th Dec  Asda Kings Hill 

 

Contact Becci on 07921 333003 or  
becci@makingmiracles.org.uk 

Rotary Club Christmas Floats 

 

10th Dec - starting at Charing House  
14th Dec - starting at Taverners Rd 
15th Dec - starting at Edwin Rd and Sylvan 
Rd junction 
17th Dec - starting at Sunnymead and  
Woodlands junction 
20th Dec - starting at Yeoman Drive 
22nd Dec - starting at Eastcourt Lane and 
Broadway junction 
24th Dec - starting at Charing House  
 

All routes to start at 18.00 with assembly at 
17.45, except for Christmas Eve, starting at 
17.00 and assembling at 16.45 
 

Subject to roadworks, covid and weather! 

Rainham Community Orchard 
 

Delicious Apple Juice only £3.00 per litre 
bottle is available from: 
 

Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road 
Riverside Country Park, Lower  Rainham  
Berengrave Service Station,  
Lower Rainham  
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers,  
Fairview Avenue 
Mierscourt Farm Shop, Mierscour t Rd  
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch  
Rainham Community Orchard - Tues/
Thur 10am -12pm 
 

All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust 
and other conservation charities. 

Art Class – Hempstead Scout Hall 
 

Second and Third Tuesday of each month, 
10am -12pm, Excellent teacher and friendly 
group, including refreshments. Novice or 
experienced - come see if it is for you! 
 

01634 389 053/07710 406 154 

https://www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions
mailto:carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com


 

 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 



 

 

Word on the Streets 

 

There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, 
and some permanent due to the ever  
expanding nature of Rainham’s housing.  
 

Anne is currently looking for permanent 
volunteers for the following roads (the  
number in brackets is the number of houses 
in those roads): 
 

Rainham - Hawthorne Ave (200),  
Harvey Rd (14), Roberts Rd, (61) 
 

Upchurch - Wallbr idge Lane (54),  
Bishop Lane (18),  
Church Farm Rd/Forge Lane (56) 
 

Mierscourt - Parker Close (33),  
Goodall Cl (26), Barlow Cl (20),  
Sinclair Cl (21), Goldsmith Cl (14),  
Ferries Cl (39), Bond Cl (78 - no flats) 
 

Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help on either a permanent or temporary 
basis. 

Dates for the Diary 
Any organisation can request an entry in 
the diary (free of charge) by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

8th Nov - Rainham Ladies Choir, 7.30pm Rainham 
School for Girls, Contact 01634 262214 (also 15th, 22nd, 
29th, 6th) 
 

9th Nov -  Bredhurst Whist Club - 7.30pm Bredhurst 
Village Hall. Contact Chris (evenings) 07707 669915 
(also 16th, 23rd, 30th) 
 

10th Nov -  East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway 
 

12th Nov - Upchurch Choral Society - 8pm at St 
Mary’s, Upchurch.  Contact suerossiter@waitrose.com  
or 01634 234780  (also 19th, 26th, 3rd) 

 

12th Nov – Broken Chanter 7.30pm Community Oast - 
carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

13th Nov - Ante-natal (£90 per couple) and First Aid 
(£40 per person)  Book at: office@the139club.co.uk 
 

13th Nov - Wine and Wisdom Evening 7pm for 7.30pm 
St Matthew's Community Centre,  BYOD & snacks, 
£5 per person, teams of 6-8, Contact Tina: 01634 70492 
 

13th Nov - GTHS reunion, 7pm, Rainham Cricket Club 

 

14th Nov - Medway Ramblers Linton to Hunton Church   
meet at 10am, Linton Church car park (ME17 4AW),     
Contact John: 01634 232668/flame451@hotmail.co.uk 
 

17th Nov - Wigmore Ladies - 2pm Howard Memorial 
Hall - 01634 388912 
 

17th Nov - Woodland Workshop day at Riverside, 
booking essential - contact 01634 337432 
 

18th Nov - WI, 1.45-4pm, Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, Contact Lynne: 01634 23499 
 

20th Nov - Rainham Rec Bulb Planting Afternoon, 1pm 
Bring your own trowel and meet at the Pavilion  
 

20th Nov - Hempstead Christmas Fayre, 11-3 in Village 
Hall and All Saints Church, with grotto, prize draw, craft 
stalls, gifts, kids activities, cakes etc.  Free Entry 

 

21st  Nov - Riverside Country Park Volunteer Sunday -  
10am 
 

23rd Nov - Carer’s Coffee Morning, 10-12pm, Dobbies 
Garden Centre,  contact Maureen on 01634 235723 
 

26th Nov - Auction of Promises, Lower Halstow  
Memorial Hall 7.30pm £3 per ticket, 07899 951044  
 

26th Nov - Medway Geographical Society hosts ‘Lady 
and the Mountain’ by Brian Laverick-Smith, Holy 
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, ME8 6TN, 2-3.30pm 
Contact Lorna Bailey - 01634 572139 
 

27th  Nov - Upchurch Choral Society Concert, St 
Marys Church, Upchurch, 7.30pm  01634 234780  
 

27th Nov - Rainham Evening WI Annual Craft Fayre  
St Pauls Church, Parkwood, 9.30am until 1.00pm.  
 

6th Dec - Green Drinks (environmental networking)  
Manor Farm 7.30pm, therainhamecohub@gmail.com 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 
More recent recipients have been St Mar-
garet's, St Matthews, as well as Tools with A 
Mission 
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Check out the Net online  
for up-to-the-minute events! 

Riverside Country Park Event Dates: 
1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 17th November 2021 
 

Christmas Wreath-making,  
Sunday 12th December 2021 
 

Winter Wonderland,  
Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd December 
 

1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 19th January 2022 
 

Winter Tree ID,  
Wednesday 26th January 2022 
 

Booking is essential - for more details  
Contact the Visitor Centre (8am - 4pm) on 
01634 337432  

mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.50 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

£84.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address. 

See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 
THE LOCAL GARDENING GUY 
General Garden Maintenance,  
Fencing, clearance and more! 
Call Liam on 07379594957 
 
HANDYMAN / DOG WALKER 
Car cleaning. Gardening. 
General DIY & repairs 
Basic plumbing & electrics 
Package delivery. Graveside upkeep 
Ashley. 07906 852004 
 
DE-CLUTTERING?  
House / attic clearance? Small 
collections and interesting individual 
items wanted, including: Ceramics, 
glass, metalware, books, paintings, 
Garden items; planters, terracotta pots, 
vintage hand tools. Adrian: 01634 
365281 /  07763 189708 
 
BUSINESS ACCOUNTS HELP 
We can do it all for you. Let us take 
away the stress, give you back your time 
along with accurate, up to date 
information. We provide you with as 
much or as little help with your business 
finances as you would like.  
Fully Qualified, 24 years experience 
Virtual finance department 
Virtual finance director 
Lisa 07306 810404 
lisa@thrivevirtualfd.com 
 
YOGA AT PLAY - find your joy 
Friendly British Wheel of Yoga teacher 
offering classes on Monday 
evenings 19:15 - 20:45 cost £10 or 4 
classes for £35 (to be used within 8 
weeks) St. Margaret's Millennium 
Centre ME8 9BH Creating strength and 
flexibility for body and mind  Suitable 
for beginners and regular 
practitioners alike Contact Lucy -
 lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk or 
07984070863 www.yogaatplay.co.uk 
Booking via website advised 
 
BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
Come and join our friendly school and 
enjoy the world of dance. Wed or Fri 
eves, all beginners welcome. First lesson 
free. Please see our website for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk    or contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
 
RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 

 

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859 
 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£80/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
While you wait service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 
LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available.  
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com  
Mob: 07523 532 784 
Facebook: LRsportsmassage 
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 
INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate. 
 
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green. 
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am 
to 12 noon. For any other details about 
the Fellowship and its activities, please 
contact  
Derek Tindall 01634 365758. 
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.     
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 
 
REIKI HEALING, SPIRITUAL 
healing, total relaxation. Please call 
S.P.A. Reiki on 07714 230 233 . 
 
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
Trevor Purser 07847 180750. 
. 
JUST STARTED A NEW BUSINESS 
OR NEED TO TELL PEOPLE YOU 
ARE TRADING AGAIN AFTER 
LOCKDOWN?  Action Forum is 
delivered to over 20,000 homes  in the 
Rainham area each month These line ads 
are £2.50 per line // month. Email your 
wording to adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
  
MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP 
We have speakers who can give a 10  
or 30 minute presentation on the work 
that we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, so 
enabling them to have a trade and earn  
a living. The presentation comes with  
a display of the goods we send,  
together with brochures providing 
further information. We are happy to 
take future bookings or, if you have an 
emergency, to fill a slot urgently as we 
live locally. Please contact Trevor Cox 
on mvw781@gmail.com or phone 
01634 670115 
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 9am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs,  
VHS and vinyl. Also local history 

books and books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 

Funeral Directors 
A private family owned and run business 

• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 0NS 

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


