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End of the Barclays era for Rainham 

Barclays Bank has stood on the corner of Station Road  
since 1938 but that is all about to change (see p4 for more). 

 

Photo credit: Barclays Group Archives             More photos are available at www.rainham-history.co.uk/barclays             



 

 

Editorial 

 

October brings a milestone with the closure of 
Barclays Bank in Rainham, where it has stood 
since 1938. The building was sold in 2016 and 
we'll watch developments with interest - will 
it have shops on the ground floor again in 
future, as in our cover picture?  
Since last month the roadworks around 
Rainham seem to have worsened, maybe as a 
result of school traffic returning after the 
summer holidays. When emergency works 
clash with planned improvements it can have 
a massive impact on traffic jams in the area so 
maybe we all need to consider which times we 
could walk or cycle as alternatives to our cars, 
helping the environment as well as stress 
levels.  
When out in Rainham recently I noticed a 
garden floral display that was covered with 
electric fence wiring. Whilst effective at 
preventing theft or vandalism, it's a sad 
situation that someone feels it necessary in 
their front garden. 
On a more positive note, it was great to see 
the recent gig at the Oast Community centre 
being sold out.  There are similar events 
coming up there, and elsewhere, and I'm sure 
they'll appreciate your support. 
Splashes leisure centre is now scheduled for 
demolition due to problems found with the 
building. Checking Action Forum for when it 
opened in 1990, I doubt they expected the 
pool's lifespan to be under 30 years but it will 
be good to see the new building rising from 
the rubble over the next few years and seeing 
new facilities available for the area. 
Whilst on the subject of facilities, this year 
we've made the most of being able to travel in 
the UK and, in one North Yorkshire town, 
spotted a fully-stocked refill shop on the High 

Street. We don't yet have a dedicated High 
Street refill shop here but we do have the 
Circle Refill Hub that is helping to reduce the 
amount of plastic waste generated.  
Action Forum is proud to sponsor the Rainham 
Eco-Hub Community Awards this year and 
you can read about the winners on page XX  
 
Letters to the Editor 

 

Toe rags 
Dear Sir, 
When I was young, many years ago (in 
Scotland), young boys who did mischief, such 
as stealing apples from someone’s garden , 
knocking on doors, messing about etc. were 
called ’toe-rags’.  Just a thought, it could be 
one of many explanations. 
Yours sincerely, 
Jemima Simpson  
 

Prefab Memories by Brian Austin 
Your cover picture on the front of the August 
magazine certainly brought back childhood 
memories of living in a Rainham prefab, when 
we had not a care in the world, and the sun 
always shone! 
There were some errors in the locations 
mentioned. We lived in Russells Avenue, 
which was at the top of Solomon Road, where 
it still is today, not the end of Scott Avenue. 
There were eleven “houses” there, all of which 
were demolished and replaced with permanent 
housing in the early sixties I believe.  
The houses mentioned in Solomon Road, Scott 
Avenue and Sunderland Square were not 
actually prefabs; they were constructed from 
what was basically a steel frame with 
reinforced concrete panels. These houses were 
not intended to be temporary, as in the case of 
prefabs, but I believe there was an unforeseen 
problem with the degradation of the concrete, 
resulting in their premature demolition in 
1997.  The 38 houses in Sunderland Square 
were replaced by a development of over 100 
houses.  
The main omission on your list is Mardale 
Road, which, along with its neighbour 
Wakeley Road, formed probably the biggest 
concentration of prefabs in Rainham.  
My family left Russells Avenue in 1958 to 

  
Next issue : Nov 6th, 2021 
Copy date : Oct 25th, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Saturday morning and evening appointments available. 

move to Gillingham, as the prefabs had 
already exceeded their intended lifespan, and, 
let’s just say they were “past their best!”  
I enclose a photograph of “our gang” taken in 
Russells Avenue in 1957. From left to right: 
Mick Curness (no.9); Keith Relph (no.8); my 
brother Keith Austin; Brian Austin (me) 
(no.6); and Robert Goodwin (no.4).  My 
brother lives in Wigmore, and I in Rainham. I 
haven’t seen the other three for a very long 
time, but I believe Mick Curness went to 
Canada and Keith Relph to Northern Ireland. 

Although prefab winters had become 
decidedly uncomfortable by the late fifties, 
most of the prefab occupants I have spoken to 
over the years seem to remember their time in 
them with affection. I certainly do. 
 

P.S. In the background of the photograph my 
father, Jack, can be seen polishing his 
beloved motor bike and sidecar combination. 
He never seemed to be as fond of any of his 
subsequent cars as he was of his “bike.”  

School Reunion  
Some of us would like to organise a reunion 
for pupils in our class at Rainham Secondary 
School for Boys between 1963 and 1969/70.  
The group attended our first two years of 
secondary school at Orchard Street and were 
among the third stream of the newly-built 
school at Derwent Way - very exciting days. 
We were in the “A-stream” and I remember 
teachers named Richards (English), 
Rotherham (Sports), Powell (Science).  
 

Allan Tyrer (Tug), George Meegan, Anthony 
Herridge (a popular local musician) and I 
remain good friends and have recently been 
put in contact with Frank Pantony. One of us 
is also in contact with Steve Ward and Keith 
Harrison.  We know Kevin Pope and Brian 
Stepney have sadly passed away but others in 
our class we remember are as follows: 
 

David Harris – joined the army as a musician  
Richard Pay – lived on Lower Rainham Road 
Alan Keats – lived in Eastling Close  
Barry Young – Danson Way/went into navy  
Brian Oliver – also Danson Way estate 
Trevor Wilson – Tug and I stayed with him in 
in Stratford upon Avon. 
Chris Williams – went to South Africa but we 
think now lives in Biggin Hill 
Geoff Gransden – of the local building firm 
Martin Gower – lived on Maidstone Road  
Of Peter Rainbow, Adrian Street, Steve 
Springate and John Strachan, we know 
nothing. 



 

 

Do any of you still live locally?  Could you 
get in touch?   
Also if anyone else knows anything about the 
whereabouts of the above could they ask them 
to contact me? 
Thanks, Alan Crowder 
alan.crowder@blueyonder.co.uk 

 
Barclays Bank, Rainham 
 

Following in the footsteps of HSBC and 
Lloyds banks, Barclays Bank is closing its 
doors for the last time on 15th October, 
leaving NatWest as the remaining clearing 
bank in Rainham. The building housing 
Barclays bank was sold in 2016 and rented 
back to them so it's unclear what will happen 
to it now. 
The London and Provincial Bank Ltd opened 
its Rainham branch as a sub-agency to 
Chatham in July 1899.  
The bank mainly catered for small tradesmen 
and private customers with limited means, and 
confined its attention to the London suburbs, 
South Wales and the Eastern Counties.  It was 
not until 1891 that a branch was opened at a 
leading commercial centre outside the London 
area, in Bristol.  In 1917 the bank 
amalgamated with one of its formidable rivals, 
the London and South Western Bank, to form 
The London, Provincial and South Western 
Bank which subsequently merged with 
Barclays in 1918. 
It was not until 1902 that Rainham acquired its 
own premises, originally based in one of the 
shops next to the Post Office. The London and 
Provincial Board minutes of 14th October 
1902 state that the Branch manager had 
written to the Board, on the 10th October 
1902, suggesting the purchase of a site for the 
building of branch premises: 
 

“Rainham. Premises. With reference to Board 
minutes of 14th inst. Letter of 20th from Mr 
Long (Inspector) concurring in Branch 
Manager's recommendation that the freehold 
property at corner of High Street and Station 
Road be purchased for £475, but that the 
question of building there on, be allowed to 
stand for the present to be purchased.” 
 

The changes in Rainham branch's premises 
are recorded in the Barclays Schedule of Title 
Deeds. This shows that the branch was 
originally located at “Myrtle Cottage”, High 
Street opposite what is now JCB Citroen.  
The London and Provincial Bank obtained the 
land adjacent to this building in 1902, 
presumably because they were occupying the 
building. In 1913 a tenancy was granted to the 
London and Provincial Bank for 14 years at a 
rent of £30 per annum and in 1926 this 
tenancy was renewed at £42 per annum.  
In July 1938, Barclays Bank at Rainham 
moved to new purpose-built premises at 89-93 
High Street on the corner of Station Road 
where it has remained since.  
Originally 89-91 High Street was rented out to 
other businesses (shown in the cover photo as 
Mattocks Sweet shop in the 1950s) but these 
became part of the bank itself in the late 
1960s.  
The Coronation clock was attached to the wall 
in 1953 so the cover photo was taken prior to 
that happening. The church school was 
adjacent to the bank on Station Road before 
Rainham Shopping centre was built and you 
can just see the edge of it in the photo. 
There have been other minor changes to the 
building over the years with the entrance 
being moved to the left and the cash machine 
that was in the wall on the corner of Station 
Road moved to the far left of the bank 
building in the mid 2000s.  
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Community 
 

Rainham Eco-Hub  
Community Awards 2021  
It was a great privilege to be able to attend the 
first Rainham Eco-Hub Community Awards, 
on behalf of Action Forum, who were also a  
sponsor of prizes for the event.   
The awards were held in St Margaret’s Church 
on Saturday 25th September and prizes were 
awarded by John Weir, High Sheriff of Kent. 
Four independent judges from Plastic-Free 
Medway, Medway Urban Green Spaces and 
Kent Wildlife Trust sifted through the 39  
nominations and eight winners were  
determined from the following categories: 

 

Community Project of the Year had five  
nominees.  The winner was Jo Bourne, for the 
Litter-Picking Heroes, with Claire Thornton’s 
mini recycling getting a special mention. 
Eco Engagement had eight nominees.   
The winner was Irene Heller, with ‘Entry  
Partnership Rivermead’ (EPR) receiving a  
special mention. 
Evolving Eco Award with five nominees.  The 
winner was Nutmegs. 

Grass Roots Group with six nominees.  The 
winner was Sally Fawcett and St Margaret’s 
Infant School. 

Guardians of Green Spaces with four  
nominees.  The winner was ‘Against Pump 
Lane Development Campaign Group’. 

Litter Picking Hero with six nominees.  The 
winner was Becky McDonald, with Kobe and 
Freya. 

The Biodiversity Award was awarded to  
Leon Roskilly, who established the ‘Wild 
about Rainham’ Facebook page. 
 

Towards Plastic Free Medway also sponsored 
an Eco Business Award, with the winner  
selected from all the of the nominees and  
categories.  The winner was Pinky’s Hair and 
Beauty, who has gone to amazing lengths to 
make their salon as eco-friendly as possible. 
 

The level of Rainham’s community  
engagement, in response to the climate change 
emergency, has really developed over the last  
eighteen months under the inspirational  
stewardship of Kayleigh and Liz of Rainham  

5 

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

Eco-Hub.  The ladies of the hour received 
thanks and recognition from the judges, as 
well as a special award from the High 
Sheriff of Kent.  
Whilst there are only eight winners, many, 
many more have been volunteers and 
demonstrate their pride in our town. 

 

Kayleigh and Liz would like to thank 
everyone for their nominations and the 
fantastic efforts of all involved.  
Plans are already being discussed for the 
2022 awards, so if you want to get involved 
do come along to the Green Drinks which 
are held the first Monday of each month, at 
7.30pm in the Manor Farm, or contact 
Kayleigh and Liz at the Rainham Eco-Hub: 
rainhamecohub@gmail.com 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE CALL 
THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 

 
Cleopatra’s Beauty Room 

Wigmore—Established 22 years  
 

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing 
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology  

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage  
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL 
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers 
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 
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FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 
BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating 
 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities 
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Call 01634 572187 / Email mbabadminton@btconnect.com 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com
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   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 

 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

Rainham Women’s Institute 
Rainham WI has a new venue.   
 

From September 2021 we will be meeting at 
Rainham Cricket Club in Berengrave Lane, 
Rainham. 
We will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each 
month (except Aug) from 1.45—4pm. 
Visitors are welcome and there is just a 
small entry charge. 
 

For more details, contact: 
Lynne on 01634 234997 

UPCHURCH CHORAL  
SOCIETY 
Do you like singing?   
Come and sing with us! 
We are a four-part adult  
choir here in Upchurch.   
 

We rehearse and perform in St Mary’s 
church with a fantastic young conductor, 
Marius, and our accompanist Janet, who is 
amazing on both organ and piano. 
 

We sing a varied repertoire and we are full 
of enthusiasm so we would welcome any-
one to join us – no audition necessary!  
Reading music would be an advantage but 
is not a necessity. 
 

Rehearsals are held Friday each week, at 
8pm in the church,  
Concert to be held Saturday 27th Nov. 
 

For more information do contact our  
Secretary: 
Sue Rossiter on: 
suerossiter@waitrose.com    01634 234780  

GTHS Reunion 
For all former pupils of Gillingham Tech-
nical High School (GTHS) for a  
reunion.  
 

There have been reunions for different year 
groups previously but an ‘All-Years’ event 
has been arranged. 
Rainham Cricket Club,  
Berengrave Lane, ME8 7NA  
on Saturday 13th November 2021 at 7pm.  
 

The cost is £5 and more details can be found 
on the GTHS Facebook group.   

Auction of Promises - Lower Halstow 
 

Friday 26th November  
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall 

7.30pm - £3 per ticket 
 

Lower Halstow Poetry Committee is  
organising a fundraising event, with all  
profits being shared amongst village causes. 
 

The Auction of Promises is a fun way of 
bagging some amazing Christmas gifts. 
 

We have already received a few pledges 
including an evening meal for two, a basket 
of logs, help with a family tree and knitting 
to a pattern of your choice, oh and  
babysitting!!  
Please consider making a pledge - everyone 
has a talent of some kind, be it gardening, 
driving, decorating, dog walking etc. and the 
more pledges we receive the more fun the 
event will be!  
 

Contact: 
carinaj65@outlook.com or 07899 951044  

mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com


 

 

DUNGENESS NATURE NOTES FOR 
SEPTEMBER 
In September, birds that have spent the 
summer in the UK are moving through Kent, 
and other counties, on their way to the 
Channel coast.  Warblers such as chiff-chaffs 
and blackcaps can be spotted lurking in 
domestic gardens.  They spend daylight hours 
feeding, unobtrusively, on the insects and 
berries found on shrubs and bushes.  When not 
building up reserves for the journey onwards, 
they rest and keep out of the sight of 
predators.  Some may double their weight in 
preparation for their long journey to Africa.    
At dusk, the migrants recommence their 
overnight journeys towards the coast.  
Concentrations tend to gather at ideal coastal 
locations such as the Sandwich Bay area, 
Dungeness or the Dover to Deal stretch of 
coastline.  Here they continue to feed, rest and 
await the next still, clear night to cross the 
Channel.    
Swallows, house martins and sand martins do 
the opposite of many other insect-eating birds.  
They travel south by day, feeding in flight on 
airborne insects.  They roost in large colonies 
overnight, typically in reed beds.  Upon 
waking, the birds chatter to each other, before 
rising into the air and circling around to get 
their bearings.  They appear to exhibit more 
urgency during their northward passage in the 
spring as compared with their, somewhat, 
leisurely progress south in the autumn.   
Birds which migrate in large flocks, such as 
swallows, can probably draw on the 
experience of older birds but some young 
birds, like those of the cuckoo and the swift, 
travel alone and must, therefore, find their 
way to Africa by themselves. 
It was in September a few years ago, that I 
was lead by one of the wardens, to walk all the 
way around the RSPB bird reserve at 
Dungeness, in search of migrants on passage.  
The reserve is part of the wider National 
Nature Reserve and situated on the largest 
shingle formation of its kind in Europe.  Not 
unnaturally, it consists largely of shingle but 
also includes fresh water pools, grassland and 

reed beds.  Despite its barren appearance, the 
reserve is home to nearly a third of Britain’s 
plant species and is also the habitat of many 
species of dragonflies, butterflies, bumble 
bees, amphibians and mammals.   
Sallows and willows grow prolifically at 
Dungeness and more different kinds of plant- 
eating insects have been found on these tree 
species than any other, including oak.  It is not 
surprising that we came across many insect-
eating birds, including common redstart, 
wheatear, whinchat and a number of warbler 
species.  
Some birds that mainly eat insects, such as 
blackcap, will also take elderberries and 
blackberries.  There were plenty of these 
berries growing at Dungeness so it is not 
surprising we saw quite a few blackcaps.  
Berries readily available at a time of migration 
can be quickly gathered and digested; they are 
low in fibre and rich in sugars, the latter of 
which convert easily to body fat.   
We saw a group of yellow wagtails picking up 
insects disturbed by the hooves and mouths of 
grazing cattle.  We also saw flocks of 
swallows, house martins and sand martins 
hawking for flies above the water-filled and 
reed-lined Burrowes Pit, which is overlooked 
by the observation room in the reserve’s visitor 
centre.  
In due course it was time for lunch and a visit 
to the more well-known part of Dungeness - 
the “nose” of the promontory, where it juts 
into the English Channel.  Despite some 
untidiness, or perhaps because of it, the ness is 
a fascinating place.  Fishing boats are drawn 
up on a shingle bank surrounded by abandoned 
huts, shipping containers and railway fish 
vans.  There are former railway carriages 
serving as weekend cottages and purpose-built 
cottages for fishermen with outside stairs 
leading up to space in the roof for fishing 

Nature Notes (Joe Ennis) 

8 

  
CANNON 
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tackle.  There are two pubs and a café serving 
fish and chips, an old lighthouse from where 
one can see from Beachy Head to the White 
Cliffs of Dover and a terminus of the Romney, 
Hythe and Dymchurch Railway.  All of this in a 
National Nature Reserve!    
Inevitably, there is some thoughtlessness by 
visitors.  Ancient shingle formations are being 
damaged by 4X4 vehicles and much litter is left 
along the shoreline.   
After lunch I watched a large flock of great 
black-backed and herring gulls, adults and 
juveniles, sitting in the sunshine and out of the 
wind, in a trough in the shingle.  This part of 
Dungeness may not look like a National Nature 
Reserve, but the gulls remind us that it is 
indeed part of such a reserve and deserves to be 
so. 

 
October in the  
Wilder Garden (Victoria Golding) 

 

What a difference a month makes!  Last issue I 
alluded to the amount of rain we had and 
almost immediately it became dry. Since then I 
have watered regularly to allow the autumn 
plants to emerge. Although it doesn’t need 
watering, at the time of writing, my ivy is still 
not in flower, later than other parts of the 
county.  As the foliage in the pond dies down, I 
am doing a little clearing.  I will leave any 
cuttings by the side of the pond for a couple of 
days to allow any creatures to get back in, 
although they may need a helping hand.  Some 
tadpoles don’t continue their development to 
frogs and carry through from summer till next 
year in that form, rather than as froglets.  We 
have some of these in our old pond that are 
doing this.  This is the first year I have noticed 
this. 

I promised an update on the new pond and am 
pleased to report that it has a liner and we 
have water in it.  I need to replant my new 
pond plants in deeper pots as we have made a 
couple of shelves, some for marginal and 
some for deeper-water plants.  They have all 
been selected for their wildlife value, which I 
shall explain in greater detail next year.  I am 
going to get another flowering rush Butomus 
umbellatus, as it is good to have plants with 
long stems.  This would aid hatching 
dragonflies and damselflies as the larvae 
crawl up out of the water to complete their 
metamorphosis. (We live in hope for future 
years!) 
 

Plant of the month 
By deadheading your perennials, you can still 
have colour in the garden in October.  Those 
that have finished blooming for the year can 
be divided to fill a gap, or to exchange with 
friends and neighbours.  I will be lifting some 
of my tender plants, especially large-flowered 
salvias, to keep in the cold greenhouse over 
winter.  I kept my Salvia patens “Oxford 
Blue” last year and it has been wonderful this 
year.   
 

Job of the month 
Keeping on top of your leaves to provide 
plenty of leaf mould for the garden next year 
is a good thing, but do also earmark places 
where you can let natural accumulations 
provide shelter and food for all kinds of 
creatures.   
Keep your eye on our website for our Open 
Gardens and Nature friendly Gardeners’ 
Question time, plus loads of other things to 
do. 
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events 
Happy wildlife gardening, 

 

(Gardening for a Wilder Kent -  Advisor) 
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 

10 

CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING  

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711  
Mob 07976 438435 

Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  
 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area 
of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant 
with all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

 
Contact:  Nichola 

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: 

info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  

www.whiskerslodge.com 

Oast Community Centre Gigs 
 

Careful Now Promotions are delighted to be 
hosting live music at The Oast  
Community Centre.  
The events planned so far are: 
 

Saturday 9th October – Tugboat Captain and 
Pastel Waves 
Friday 15th October – Fightmilk 
Friday 12th November – Broken Chanter 
 

All gigs start around 7.30  
Tickets are £7 on the door or £5 for Early 
Bird and Student tickets, which can be bought 
online. 
Further details are available at: 
www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions  
or carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

Hope to see you there!” 

Gillingham Lions Harvest Teas 
 

Dear Friends 
“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs 

International and we look forward to serving 
you once again at our annual Harvest Tea 

Parties at the Millennium Centre,  
 

Sunday 17th October from 3.30 until 6.00pm.    
 

If you are elderly or lonely you would be 
very welcome so to apply for an invitation 

simply ring:  
Brenda on 379062 or Yvonne on 373840  

 

Transport to and from the venue can be  
arranged - Covid restrictions permitting!   

Wigmore Ladies Club 
 

We are pleased to announce that we will be 
restarting meetings from the  

15th September, 2021 and would love you  
to come along and join us. 

We are a cheerful group of ladies who meet 
the third Wednesday of each month at the 

Howard Hall, Woodside  
between 2 and 4pm. 

We have various speakers and other  
activities, as well as a lovely cuppa! 

You can either just pop along, or  
call 01634 388912 for further details. 

 

Dates for the Autumn 2021 are as follows: 
20th October,  

17th November and 15th December 

Rainham Ladies Choir 
Hurrah!  We have now resumed in-person 
rehearsals! 
We meet every Monday at 7.30pm. 
Our venue is Rainham School for Girls, 
Derwent Way, Rainham.  
This is a very suitable venue for the choir, 
with all necessary precautions in place. 
 

We are always keen to welcome new mem-
bers, so if you want to try something new 
and you love to sing, please consider joining 
us. 
We perform a variety of music (many in 
three part harmony arrangements) from pop 
classics through to the Hallelujah Chorus, 
and all styles in between. 
 

Find out more at:        rlchoir@outlook.com 
rainhamladieschoir.com         01634 262214 
FB: Rainham Ladies         

https://www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions
mailto:carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com


 

 

Bredhurst Bodyshop 
Car & commercial – Paintwork & repairs 

Insurance work undertaken 
 

bumper repairs, scratches and dents  
Call for a free quote.  

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS  
01634 264753 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

 

V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

Rainham Community Orchard 
 

Delicious Apple Juice only £3.00 per litre 
bottle is available from: 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road 
Riverside Country Park, Lower  Rainham  
Berengrave Service Station,  
Lower Rainham  
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers,  
Fairview Avenue 
Mierscourt Farm Shop, Mierscour t Rd  
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch  
Rainham Community Orchard - Tues/Thur 
10am -12pm 
All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust 
and other conservation charities. 



 

 

Word on the Streets 

 

There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, 
and some permanent due to the ever  
expanding nature of Rainham’s housing. 
Anne is currently looking for permanent 
volunteers for the following roads (the num-
ber in brackets is the number of houses in 
those roads): 
 

Rainham - Hawthorne Ave (200),  
 

Upchurch - Wallbr idge Lane (54),  
Bishop Lane (18),  
Church Farm Rd/Forge Lane (56) 
 

Hempstead - Meadowdown (44), 
Tamarind (20), 
Thistledown (16) 
 

Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help on either a permanent or temporary 
basis. 
If you are a volunteer distributor tell us your 
story by emailing the editorial team,  
editor@actionforum.co.uk 

Dates for the Diary 
Any organisation can request an entry in 
the diary (free of charge) by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 

 

4th Oct - Green Drinks (environmental networking)  
Manor Farm 7.30pm 
Contact therainhamecohub@gmailcom 
(also 1st Nov) 
 

5th Oct -  Bredhurst Whist Club - 7.30pm Bredhurst 
Village Hall. Contact Chris (evenings) 07707 669915 
(also 12th, 19th, 25th) 
 

8th Oct - Upchurch Choral Society - 8pm at St Mary’s, 
Upchurch.  Contact suerossiter@waitrose.com  or 01634 
234780  (also 15th, 22nd, 29th) 
 

8th Oct - Medway Children’s Clothes Swap 9.30-11.30am 
Oast House Rainham 
 

9th Oct - Tugboat Captain and Pastel Wives 7.30pm 
Community Oast - carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

10th Oct - Riverside Country Park Volunteer Sunday - 
10am, booking essential 
 

11th Oct - Medway Organ and Keyboard concert 7pm 
Parkwood Community Centre, refreshments/bar, £5  
phil.burton@ntlworld.com or 07795 576294 
 

13th Oct -  East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway 
 

15th Oct - Fightmilk 7.30pm at the Community Oast - 
carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 
 

16th Oct - Indoor Charity Fundraising Sale from 10am 
St Augustine’s Church Rock Ave 01634 850288 
 

16th Oct - Jumble Sale and Community Café  11am-2 
St Luke’s Church Hall ME7 1PD   01634 580433 
 

17th Oct - Medway Ramblers Seven Bridge Walk  
meet at 10am, Allington car park     Contact John W 
01634 232668 or flame451@hotmail.co.uk 
 

17th Oct - Gillingham Lions Harvest Tea 
contact Brenda on 379062 or Yvonne on 373840 
 

17th Oct - Berengrave Lane Nature Reserve (meeting 
point Motney Hill Car Park) -10am, booking essential 
 

20th Oct - Wigmore Ladies - 2pm Howard Memorial 
Hall - 01634 388912 
 

21st Oct - Women’s Institute 1.45-4pm  
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane 
Contact Lynne—01634 23499 
 

22nd Oct - Medway Geographical Society talk  
‘From Taj Mahal to Teepee’  2pm at Holy Trinity, 
Twydall - contact Lorna Bailey 01634 572139 
 

23rd Oct - Family First Aid Course   £40 per person 
11.30am Blacksmiths Court, Bredhurst , includes lunch 
and certification book at www.the139club.co.uk 
 

30th Oct - Annual Craft Fayre fundraiser for Great 
Ormond St, 10.30am St Matthews Church Hall, ME8 
0PD, Tables £10 each      Contact Paula 07930 595856 
 

30th Oct - Upchurch Horticultural Society Late Show 
2pm at the Barn, 97 Chaffes Lane 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 

More recent recipients have been St Margaret's,  
St Matthews, as well as  

Tools with A Mission 
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Check out the Net online for up-to-the-minute events! 

Riverside Country Park Event Dates: 
1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 17th November 2021 
 

Christmas Wreath-making,  
Sunday 12th December 2021 
 

Winter Wonderland,  
Monday 20th – Thursday 23rd December 
 

1-day Woodland Workshop,  
Wednesday 19th January 2022 
 

Winter Tree ID,  
Wednesday 26th January 2022 
 

Booking is essential - for more details  
Contact the Visitor Centre (8am - 4pm) on 
01634337432  

mailto:suerossiter@waitrose.com


 

 

Small Ads 
Price:        £2.50 per  line per  month  
Box Ads: £30.00 per month 
                 £84.00 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address. 
See p2 for contact details & copy dates 
 

DE-CLUTTERING?  
House / attic clearance? Small 
collections and interesting individual 
items wanted, including: Ceramics, 
glass, metalware, books, paintings, 
Garden items; planters, terracotta pots, 
vintage hand tools. Adrian: 01634 
365281 /  07763 189708 
 

BUSINESS ACCOUNTS HELP 
We can do it all for you. Let us take 
away the stress, give you back your time 
along with accurate, up to date 
information. We provide you with as 
much or as little help with your business 
finances as you would like.  
Fully Qualified, 24 years experience 
Virtual finance department 
Virtual finance director 
Lisa 07306 810404 
lisa@thrivevirtualfd.com 
 

YOGA AT PLAY - find your joy 
Friendly British Wheel of Yoga teacher 
offering classes on Monday 
evenings 19:15 - 20:45 cost £10 or 4 
classes for £35 (to be used within 8 
weeks) St. Margaret's Millennium 
Centre ME8 9BH Creating strength and 
flexibility for body and mind . Suitable 
for beginners and regular 
practitioners alike. Contact Lucy -
 lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk or 
07984070863 www.yogaatplay.co.uk 
Booking via website advised 
 

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING 
We are finally running our classes 
again! Come and join our friendly 
school and enjoy the world of dance. 
Wed or Fri eves, all beginners 
welcome. Please see our website for 
details www.latinfeverdance.co.uk    or 
contact Julie on 07983397439  
 

MOWERS serviced & sharpened. 
Free collection – very prompt. Call 
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.  
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com 
 

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 
 

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 

 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 

£70/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £40 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 

DENTURE REPAIRS 
While you wait service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866 
 

LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available.  
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com  
Mob: 07523 532 784 
Facebook: LRsportsmassage 
 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you 
and the first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 

INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate. 
 

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green. 
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am 
to 12 noon. For any other details about 
the Fellowship and its activities, please 
contact  
Derek Tindall 01634 365758. 
 

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270 
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk 
 

C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570 / 07970 759 404.  
 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled.  
Attractive Setting – Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 
 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall.  
 

Further details from 07434 672418. 
 

REIKI HEALING, SPIRITUAL 
healing, total relaxation. Please call 
S.P.A. Reiki on 07714 230 233 
 

THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS 
needed to work 4 hours a week in  
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, 
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop is 
stocked with donated books (more always 
welcome) and raises money for  
St Margaret’s Church. For more details call 
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335 or 

01634 261643. 
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa.  
Collector: Trevor Purser 07847 180750. 
 

JUST STARTED A NEW BUSINESS 
OR NEED TO TELL PEOPLE YOU 
ARE TRADING AGAIN AFTER 
LOCKDOWN?  Action Forum is 
delivered to 20,000 homes  in the 
Rainham area each month  
These line ads are just £2.50 per line per 
month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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UPHOLSTERY  
& RESTORATION 

furniture repairs - re-upholstery 
leather repairs - refinishing -

polishing up-cycling paint effects 
 

coopersinkent2@gmail.com     

call Mike Cooper 

 07971 512203 
 

mailto:lisa@thrivevirtualfd.com
mailto:lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk
http://www.yogaatplay.co.uk
http://www.latinfeverdance.co.uk
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call
mailto:coopersinkent2@gmail.com%20%20%20%20%20call


 

 

LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

Grooming by 
Honey  

Qualified, professional 
one to one Grooming 

for your cats 
and dogs  

Fully insured 
For an App. call 

 
07745 329873  

 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 10am to 3pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs,  
VHS and vinyl. Also local history 

books and books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbookshop@gmail.com 



 

 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 
Funeral Directors 

A private family owned and run business 
• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest 
• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available 

 

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street 

Rainham 
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER  
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:  
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285  

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

 
HOGWOOD Electrical 

Extra lights, sockets,  
fuse boards & full rewires 

Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

               
Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating      

      

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns  

01634 370697                           07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


