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Development of Rainham’s Post-War Prefab Housing 

Taken around 1954 - from left to right: David Davies, Sandra Willingham, 
Graham Black, Rita Reid, Jean Reid, Anne Black, Barry Black, Stevie 

Smith, Johnny Rankin, ? Thomas, Ricky Thomas, Pat Smith

(see editorial for more) 



Editorial 

The front cover picture was taken on the site 
of what is now Clematis Avenue, (off 
Fairview Avenue) Wigmore.  It was shared by 
my cousin Mrs Anne Pearce, now retired in 
Bexhill, and with her by her life-long friend 
Mrs Pat Kay. It shows the youngsters from 
that tight-knit community and was taken by 
Pat’s late father, Mr Steve Smith.  
They think the photograph was taken in 1953 
(the prefabricated houses having been built 
post war in 1947 and lasted to 1967-68 when 
residents were rehomed to alternative council 
houses in Rainham and Gillingham).  
They were common sights across the UK, 
where housing shortages were met with these 
asbestos and corrugated iron constructions. 
Loaded onto lorries the prefabs were delivered 
where they were needed and erected on 30ft 
by 22ft pre-built brick foundations in a matter 
of hours. They are remembered fondly, with 
all ‘mod cons’ provided but freezing cold in 
winter. There were long gardens to these 
plots, with a shed provided, and my Uncle 
Bert kept chickens and grew many fruits and 
vegetables.  
There were other similar prefab communities 
across Rainham and Gillingham, perhaps 
recalled by our readers? Locations mentioned 
to us have been: 
Russells Avenue (end of Scott Avenue) and 
the top of Salisbury Avenue in Rainham.  
They were also in Scott Avenue leading from 
Solomon Road up to the A2 opposite 
Meredale School, Solomon Road and 
Sunderland Square, Maidstone Road (below 
what is now Bettescombe Road), Derwent 
Way, Taverners Road, Wakeley Road and 
some opposite the Railway Hotel by the 
Station. 

It turns out there is a prefab museum website 
(www.prefabmuseum.uk) which details the 
prefab design and origins and includes many 
photos and memories shared. 
The photo elicits for me memories of my Aunt 
Dolly cooking in the small kitchen, the 
chiming clock on her mantelpiece, the shiny 
brass tools around the fireplace. Strange how a 
single photograph can trigger so many nearly 
sixty-year-old connections. 
The retention of old family photographs, kept 
in shoe boxes or albums, some with names and 
dates carefully written on the back, assist our 
recall, whilst others lose their significance by 
the year as relatives pass who could put a 
name to a face, place or date to when they 
were taken. I rescued our family photo archive 
from Australia when my mother passed, which 
she had assembled over many years. Such 
archives are precious family treasure and dug 
out occasionally to refresh memories of older 
times. 
When I contrast the delayed pleasure of 
retrieving a latest set of snaps from the 
chemist, versus the instantaneous joy of the 
latest digital images shared across our family 
WhatsApp group, I find I have mixed 
emotions. Whilst I still savour the portrait 
shots and holiday pictures I took of our family, 
many are stored in boxes, unindexed or 
inaccessible, and still need hours of careful 
organising - I am not sure that effort will be 
prioritised any day soon. The technology of 
today wins in my view, having been digitally 
encoded, with date, time, location, names 
#tagged, and sendable to loved ones and 
friends in seconds to any place on the planet. 
My joy at capturing and sharing is hopefully 
matched by theirs of receiving. 
If you have treasured old photographs of 
Rainham you are willing to share, along with 
the memories they elicit, do drop us a line at 
the editorial team.  

Letters to the Editor 
Dear Editor 
John Austin’s recent article brought back 
many memories concerning my life in the 
1930’s.  I was born right at the end of 1932 in 

Next issue : Sept 4th, 2021 
Copy date : Aug 23rd, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk 
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Saturday morning and evening appointments available. 

Webster Road, opposite the fire station.  In 
January 1938, aged 5, I started primary 
education at the Council School, Solomon 
Road.  As I lived only a short distance from 
the school I went home for my mid-day meal 
so have no experiences of Mrs Barrett’s 
canteen food.  Thank you John for reminding 
me of the Headmaster’s name (Mr Pilcher), 
together with the caretaker, Mr Barrett. 
As mentioned, the parish of Rainham at the 
time was under the control of Faversham 
Council. I believe the changes in local 
government took place prior to the war. Yes, 
the Rainham Water Company was 
subsequently acquired by Chatham & 
District Water Company during the 1940’s. 
Referring to local hairdressers, a barber shop 
(gents-only salon) was situated in the front 
room of a dwelling between Longley Road 
and Webster Road, however I am struggling 
to remember the name of the barber. Further 
down Station Road before Webster Road 
Miss Woolley had a newsagents known as 
‘The Paper Shop’ which served many 
properties with their daily newspaper. 
Turning to local buses, the No 2 service 
started from Webster Road and travelled to 
Huntsmans Corner (top of Maidstone Road, 
Chatham), via Chatham town centre. 
My last three years of day school was spent 
at Chatham Tech.  Consequently, my 
travelling was by a regular and frequent bus 
service.  My first year at Holcombe School 

was 5 1/2 days a week, with Wednesday 
afternoons set aside for sports.  Saturday 
mornings consisted of lessons. 
With regard to visits to the cinema (Bug 
Hutch), I can recall going there Saturday 
mornings at a cost of pennies - wonderful 
times.  Furthermore, during the school 
holidays we spent most of our time in the 
playing fields of Rainham Rec. In the summer 
evenings the entrance gates were shut at 9 
o’clock and on occasions we had to climb the 
locked gate to exit - happy times!! 
                                                Vic Wickenden 

 
Dear Editor, 
In 1975, Miss Vicki Budge, later to be my 
wife, arrived from Australia and ventured 
down to visit her sister at Gore Court CC, 
Sittingbourne, where her brother-in-law was 
playing cricket.  To cut a long story short, she 
met me there and, as they say, the rest was 
history!  
Before marrying, Vicki got a job at Lower 
Halstow School where she spent a most 
enjoyable 5 years teaching, with Miss Stanes 
as Headmistress and other colleagues 
including Gail Maidment, Shirley Nielsen and 
Mrs Stevens. 
Vicki particularly enjoyed teaching with Miss 
Stanes and spoke very affectionately of her.  
My wife left the school to have our first child 
in 1979 and later taught at the convent in 
Sittingbourne.                      Martin Lukehurst 



 

 

Roads around Rainham 
(David Wood) 
 

Many of our roads are named after former 
residents of Rainham, but who were these 
people and what did they contribute to the 
community? 
There are three streets, found in the lower half 
of Station Road, and named after a former 
resident. William Henry Wakeley resided at 
‘Macklands’ at the lower end of Station Road. 
He became part of the Wakeley Brothers 
farming business. 
After learning about milling, William went to 
America for more experience then returned 
and managed the Wakeley Brothers milling 
business and steam mill at Otterham Quay. He 
represented Rainham on the Milton Board of 
Guardians. He also became chairman of the 
Rainham Freehold Land and Allotment 
Company which played a big part in the 
development of Rainham. A member of 
Rainham Horticultural Society, he obtained 
fame as a champion rose grower, winning 
many awards at the Rainham Flower Show 
and other venues. He died aged 73 on October 
17th 1908. 
Just over the railway line is Solomon Road, 
named after Solomon Brice who lived in 
Milton House at the far end of Webster Road. 
Solomon Road passes over a former field that 
used to be called ‘Mr Brice’s Meadow’ where 
cows grazed and Rainham Cricket Club 
played occasional matches during the 19th 
century.  
Born in Halling, Solomon moved to Rainham 
in 1854 and formed Brice & Sons. He became 
a successful farmer, barge owner, quarry 
owner, clay merchant and contractor. He 
served Rainham as a churchwarden, became a 
director of the Kent Barge Owners Mutual 

Insurance Association and the Rainham 
Freehold Land and Allotment Company. He 
also played cricket for Rainham Cricket Club 
during the 1870s. With an interest in first-aid 
he introduced the Brice Ambulance Shield to 
encourage people to learn about the subject. 
He died aged 72 in 1904. 
Webster Road was previously known as 
Milton Road. This was re-named after Dr Irby 
Webster who served Rainham from about 
1905 to 1932, residing at Parsonage House in 
Rainham High Street. The son of a 
Lincolnshire vicar, he studied at Edinburgh 
University and had a practice in London 
before he arrived in Rainham and took over 
from Dr Tippett. Highly regarded, he gained 
great respect from local residents. He was an 
ardent churchman and regularly attended 
services at St Margaret’s. He was also an 
authority on church history. He gained fame 
as the first Rainham resident to own a motor 
car and he supported social organisations such 
as Rainham Cricket Club, where he became 
President. He also helped organise fetes and 
other money raising events. He died aged 64. 
Finally, is Longley Road, named after former 
National School headmaster John Longley 
who originated from Rochester and worked at 
the school from 1850 to 1882. He became 
organist and choirmaster at St Margaret’s 
church and a part-time manager and collector 
at Gillingham Gas Co. for 30 years. He was 
instrumental in getting gas for Rainham but 
also became a collector for the Rainham 
Water Company. He managed several houses 
and estates in Rainham and worked as a part 
time tax assessor. He became a member of 
Rainham Horticultural Society and played for 
Rainham Cricket Club. 
Respected as a man of integrity and honour, 
John Longley died aged 77 on May 26th 1900. 
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be stored in secure places in other volunteer 
gardens. That way if individuals or groups 
want to do some litter picking for an hour they 
can contact us and we can direct them to the 
nearest one available.’ 
The equipment purchased has already had its 
first outing and been borrowed by a group from 
Sittingbourne to litter pick a local nature 
reserve, which is great news! 
Yet for their plans to succeed they need help 
from other members of the local community. 
‘Obviously we need people willing to have a 
garden box in their front garden and allow 
people to access it.’ Jo continues, ‘But we are 
also looking for other local businesses or 
organisations that would like donate and 
sponsor these hubs.’ 
So if you are looking to assist these heroic 
litter pickers you can contact them via 
Facebook or Instagram by searching for 
‘Rainham Litter Heroes’.            Stuart Bourne 
 
Rainham’s Eco-Community Stars 
 

Last month I attended Rainham’s first Green 
Drinks and given the nature of these national 
events, and the restrictions still in place at the 
Manor Farm, I wasn’t quite sure what to 
expect. Kayleigh and Liz from Rainham’s  
Eco-hub, still managed to engage a dozen or 
more of us to talk about the green initiatives 
underway across the town, and it was truly 
great – really inspiring! Amongst others, we                                                  
 

                                                                                                         (continued on p7) 
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Rainham Litter Heroes 
Over the last 12 months it 
has been amazing to see so 
many Rainham residents out 
every day making our town 
a better place by litter 
picking. Under hot sun or in 
cold rain, these fantastic volunteers have 
shown what can happen when we roll up our 
sleeves and get stuck in.  Some of these 
volunteers have taken it a step further and 
created an online community, with the aim 
of supporting and encouraging other 
community-spirited litter pickers. 
Jo Bourne, one of the organisers of the 
Rainham Litter Heroes, said ‘It’s been great 
seeing so many people out doing their bit in 
keeping Rainham tidy, so we thought it’d be 
good to have a place on Facebook where 
people can share what they’ve done and 
encourage more to join in. The response has 
been wonderful, and we now have 195 
members and 342 page followers.’ 
The group is not stopping with just an online 
Facebook page though; looking at new ways 
they can assist the growing army of residents 
wanting to keep our streets clean. They have 
plans to create litter picking hubs across 
Rainham to help more people who want to 
join in. Jo also noted, ‘We’ve found the 
biggest hurdle for people wanting to do a 
litter pick was not having their own litter 
pickers. We’re planning to set up litter 
picker stations across Rainham run by 
volunteers; initial funding has been received 
for the first one in partnership between 
Rainham Eco Hub and Spice Fusion in 
Parkwood.  The litter picking equipment will 

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your own home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 



We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality… 

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999   
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 

Cleopatra’s Beauty Room 
Wigmore—Established 22 years  

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing 
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology 

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage  
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL 
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers 
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 
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BB Property Services 
Painting & Decorating 

Barry Baker 

07849 418 868 

Ladies Only Badminton 
Medway Badminton Association Hall 

100 Castlemaine Ave,  Gillingham, ME7  2QE 

Tuesday 2 - 4pm 
Wednesday 10am - 12 noon 

Friday 10am - 12 noon 
£3 per session and 50p for shuttles 

Free Parking - Free Racket Hire—Changing Facilities
Light Refreshments available - Friendly atmosphere 

Call 01634 572187 / Email mbabadminton@btconnect.com 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points 
OLEV Approved Installer 

Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based) 

www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

01634 235465 or 07592 577521 
 E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com


 

(continued from p5) 

heard stories from Kerry of Hempstead Junior 
School, Katy from Pinky’s Beauty, Faran and 
Sharron from Towards Plastic-Free Medway,                   
Alex from Luxurious Glitter, and Leon from 
Wild-about-Rainham. Eco Penny’s story led 
me to further engage with Claire Thornton 
(Claire’s Mini Recycling Facebook Page, or  
+44 7482 332353) to find out what got her
started and how she is doing.
Claire explained that she saw an advert on the
Gillingham Eco-hub Facebook page, asking
for volunteers and it has gone from there. She
now has two bins on her driveway at 26
Elmstone Road and at least one is full every
day.  It takes her about 30 minutes to sort
through the various donations but there is a
double benefit of her efforts; the items don’t
go to landfill and they also support various
good causes. Claire coordinates each weekend
with Penny (Eco Penny’s Front Garden
Recycling) and Gina (St Mary’s Crisp Package
Project) to swap dedicated items that they
deliver to charity, or package and send off.
Claire noted how expensive it is to package
items off, and they have a donations webpage
to support the Crisp Packet project. She
remarked how amazing the Rainham
community has been in supporting her efforts,
either dropping items off, or occasionally
knocking on her door to ask questions and
chat - “really lovely”. There are over 30 such
driveway-recycling points now across
Medway and Maidstone but there has to be
room in Rainham for more local recycling
points like Claire’s.
Do get in touch with Claire, truly one of our
first Rainham Community Eco-Stars,  if you

7 

are interested and need information how to 
get started.  
If you want to share your “green success 
story” or hear more what others are doing to 
improve Rainham’s green status, get in 
touch with Rainham Eco-hub and come 
along to the next Green Drinks, now to be 
held monthly on the first Monday of each 
month currently at Manor Farm. 
Don’t forget to access the weekly newsletter: 
therainhamecohub@gmail.com 

Rainham Historical Society 

The on-going programme, subject to 
Covid19 restrictions, begins in Sept as 
follows: 
UNCOVERING THE V-WEAPON STORY 
DICKENS IN NORTH KENT 
RAINHAM AND THE OAST 
CHRISTMAS IN KENT 
LEWES AND BONFIRE NIGHT  
HUGUENOTS IN KENT 
CITY OF CANTERBURY 

Membership £10.00 per  annum     
Associate Members £5.00 per  annum  
Visitors/Associate Members £2.00 per  
meeting. 
If you are interested please contact one of 
these Committee members. 
Secretary: Fay Daniels -  
01634 364289     
Membership: Olwen O’Dowd -  
01634 263622 
Chairman: Katherine Reffell -  
01634 389919 

 TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed

 Extra TV / SKY Points
 TV Wall Mounting
 TV & Appliances Set

Up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or 
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired,  Upgraded 
Rainham-Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
OAP Discounts 
So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security! 

Phone: Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

mailto:therainhamecohub@gmail.com


ST GEORGE’S  
In July the delayed 149th Open Championship 
took place at Royal St George’s Golf Links at 
Sandwich on the Kent coast.  The Links have 
been described as one of the most famous and 
difficult in the world.  They were created in 
1887 among sand dunes overlooking the sea at 
Sandwich Bay.  The very first golf links were 
established at St Andrew’s in Fife, in 1754.  
Initially, the short grass, nibbled by sheep and 
rabbits, served as fairways and greens and the 
mounds of sand, held together largely by 
marram grass, became natural obstacles.  

Most, if not all, of the golf links on the coastal 
sand dunes in this country have been 
designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest.  
This is because, among other reasons, they are 
the habitats of amphibians such as natterjack 
toads, reptiles such as sand lizards and rare 
flowers which survive in dry, sandy habitats, 
such as certain species of orchid.    
Those readers who have watched BBC TV’s 
live broadcasts of past Open Championships 
will have seen the affable commentator, Ken 
Brown, demonstrating the run of the ball on 
fairway or green before the start of play.   
Ken first played on the Royal St George’s 
Links in the 1981 Open.  After St Andrew’s, it 
is his favourite course.  “I like the different 
grasses, the butterflies, the flowers.  I like the 
open space.  It so big,” he has been reported as 
saying.   
The live broadcasts from Sandwich usually 
include shots of the Link’s flowers and birds, 
presumably taken by cameramen with no 
golfers in sight.  I remember seeing, on one of 
the broadcasts, a hare disturbed from its form, 
a meadow pipit on a post, a skylark singing in 
the sky and a display of pyramidal orchids.  
Swallows could often be seen flying across the 
TV screen as they hawked for insects on the 
fairway or green.   Also, any golfer caught in 
the rough may have been shown finding his 
ball next to a clump of blue-mauve viper’s 
bugloss or yellow lady’s bedstraw, two typical 
plants of sand dunes.   

Any first-time visitor to St George’s from the 
United States, familiar with the annual venue 
of the US Open in Augusta, Georgia, would 
clearly notice the differences between the two 
venues.  He (or she) might be surprised at the 
somewhat featureless nature of the Links 
compared with Augusta.  The American venue 
has wide fairways, mature trees, a hazardous 
lake and colourful flowering shrubs.  By 
contrast the Links are treeless; a result of the 
sandy soil and salty atmosphere.  The dunes at 
St George’s have been formed over centuries 
by a combination of wind and rain and their 
natural features have been left much as they 
were found.  In hot and dry summers the 
fairways and rough grass of the Links can turn 
yellow; a contrast with the ever-green fairways 
of Augusta. 

Some time ago I walked across the Links on a 
public footpath from Sandwich (described as 
“England’s Most Complete Mediaeval Town”) 
to Sandwich Bay.  On the approach to the 
course, the footpath crosses over the North 
Stream, one of Kent’s few chalk streams.  The 
path passes closely by the Club House which, 
unusually, is quite some distance from the 18th 
hole.  The links are exposed to the prevailing 
south-westerly wind and rain, which is why 
there are distinctive, circular, thatched, 
wooden shelters scattered around the course.  
Our American visitor may have viewed these 
quaint shelters, in which swallows nest and 
bats roost, with a mixture of delight and 
bemusement.   
The oldest of the dunes at Sandwich are 
furthest from the sea and these have formed a 
layer of humus that supports mosses, lichens 
and pastoral grasses.  Some are quite high and 
sometimes, as one walks along the public 
footpath, one can hear golfers talking but 
never see them.  Quite surprisingly, one can 
come across evidence of fresh water in the 

Nature Notes 
(Joe Ennis)
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

form of a bed of common reed and clumps of 
slender sage.  Here natterjack toads would have 
spawned in the spring.  In summer dragonflies 
can be seen darting about.  I came across a 
number of butterflies including meadow brown, 
gatekeeper and common blue.  Skylarks and 
meadow pipits were about during my walk.  
One of the pipits parachuted down in distinctive 
fashion and landed on a boundary post quite 
close to me.  The birds are clearly used to 
golfers, groundsmen and footpath walkers.   
In due course, I passed through a swing gate 
onto the embankment of sand and shingle 
which overlooks Sandwich Bay.  I had a short 
walk along it, coming across sea holly, yellow 
horned poppy, sea kale and sea dock.  These 
plants can tolerate the harsh habitat of the 
embankment and the incursion of sea water.  I 
had a sit down and a drink.  Ahead of me was 
Pegwell Bay, the low white cliffs above the 
Bay and the port of Ramsgate.  Turner would 
have made a superb watercolour of the sand 
and shingle, the distant land, the sea and the 
sky.   

August in the Wilder Garden 
(Victoria Golding)

August means “Summer Holidays” to us.  
Whether or not we go away this year we want 
to keep our gardens alive with colour and 
sound.  To keep gardens looking at their best, 
keep deadheading and put more supports in for 
the plants that have grown so big this warm, 
wet year.  Hedges, although shaggy, need to be 
left alone for birds having second broods.  
Swap plants with neighbours to increase the 
range of flower types available in your garden.  
You can also take softwood cuttings from many 
different shrubs, so if you see one growing 
locally that looks happy, it would probably be 

good for your garden as well.  This is a great 
way to swap gardening advice and make new 
friends. 
While still keeping an eye on our gardens, we 
need to get out.  Visiting our wonderful range 
of open gardens in Kent is something that we 
Oldies like but many children don’t find much 
fun.  Yet we want to encourage their interest 
in the natural world as we have talked about 
before.  Visiting our countryside and going on 
a Wilder Kent Safari, or Nature Explorers 
event helps to expand all our horizons.  
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events 

Plant of the month 
Rudbeckia, also known 
as Coneflower, is a 
beautiful yellow daisy 
with dark centres that 
loves sunny spots, but 
needs moisture as well.  
There are other colours, 
although they are more 
short-lived.  The seedheads last into winter 
and are useful for birds.

Job of the month 
It is summer!  Enjoy your garden and keep 
putting out water at ground level for birds and 
insects.  A shallow dish with stones in means 
that any hedgehogs passing through won’t 
drown as they drink.  Bear in mind that we are 
past the change of days and now is the time to 
think about potential refuges for wildlife in 
the later months of the year. 
This is a good time for planning a new pond.  
There is always room for another one, even in 
the front of your house you could have a 
container pond with plants and a solar-
powered bubble fountain.    

(Gardening for a Wilder Kent - Garden 
Advisor) 
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close  01634 312633 
Rainham  07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options. 

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.  
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements 

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with your 

pc, laptop, printer, or internet.  
Software licences provided incl anti-virus  

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Rainham Community Orchard 

Delicious Apple Juice only £3.00 per litre 
bottle is available from: 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road 
Riverside Country Park, Lower  Rainham  
Berengrave Service Station,  
Lower Rainham  
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers,  
Fairview Avenue 
Mierscourt Farm Shop, Mierscour t Rd  
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch  
Rainham Community Orchard - Tues/Thur 
10am -12pm 
All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust 
and other conservation charities. 

Upchurch Choral Society 

Meeting for practice restarts 3rd Sept.  
Come and sing your heart out as we used to. 
Our first concert is planned for  
Saturday 27th November. 
We are a four-part choir and sing all manner 
of things in the church with the help of our 
conductor, Marius and accompanist, Janet.   

For more information do contact our 
secretary, Sue Rossiter on: 
01634 234 780 
suerossiter@waitrose.com 

East Medway u3a has continued to operate 
throughout Covid restrictions.  We can offer 
numerous zoom groups, including a monthly 
guest speaker, a monthly newsletter  
containing puzzles, articles and quizzes, plus 
WhatsApp and email interest-group  
meetings. 
Many of our groups are now able to meet 
face to face and we plan to resume our face-
to-face monthly meeting on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month, starting September.   
We meet 2-4pm at the Smallholders Club,  
2 Springvale, ME8 0JG. 
Our reasonable annual membership fee is £18 
or £2 admission for non-members. 

You can find out more on our website: 
www.u3asites.org.uk/east-medway 
or telephone our membership secretary: 
07816 159668 with any questions. 

Oast Community Centre Gigs 

Careful Now Promotions are delighted to be 
restarting live music at The Oast Community 
Centre from September this year.  
The events planned so far are: 

Friday 10th September – Catenary Wires/Pete 
Astor and European Sun 
Saturday 9th October – Tugboat Captain and 
Pastel Waves 
Friday 15th October – Fightmilk 
Friday 12th November – Broken Chanter 

All gigs start around 7.30pm.  
Tickets are £7 on the door or £5 for Early 
Bird and Student tickets, which can be bought 
online. 
Further details are available at: 
www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions  
or carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com 

Hope to see you there!” 

MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING 

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711 

Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant with 
all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

Telephone: 01634 235032 
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  www.whiskerslodge.com 

https://www.facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions
mailto:carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com


Bredhurst Bodyshop 
Car & commercial – Paintwork & repairs 

Insurance work undertaken 

bumper repairs, scratches and dents 
Call for a free quote.  

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS  
01634 264753 

Come and Visit Us in Our New 
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts  

for straight or curved stairs. 
 Tel Mr Derek Organ on  

01634 374524 
or  

07850 262 156 
for a free estimate. 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months  
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

Rainham Ladies Choir
Formed in October 1958 with 7 members, Rainham 
Ladies Choir has weathered many challenges, including 
Covid. The choir has continued to “meet” throughout 
the pandemic with weekly sessions via Zoom with a  
desire to keep our repertoire and friendship alive.

We are hoping to be able to resume meeting together in 
person from 6th September and although we still 
cannot be certain what the future may hold, one thing 
IS certain, the friendly and enthusiastic group, that is 
Rainham Ladies Choir, will continue with the same 
purpose that has been with us for the last 63 years, 
namely to have fun singing together and be part of an 
award-winning choir that is proud to carry on despite 
current difficulties.

We are always keen to welcome new members, so if 
you want to try something new and you love to sing, 
please consider joining us.  We perform a variety of 
music (many in three part harmony arrangements) from 
pop classics such as Bohemian Rhapsody through to 
the Hallelujah Chorus with all styles in between.

You can find out more on our website: 
rainhamladieschoir.com  Phone 01634 262214 or 
370797.  Email us at: rlchoir@outlook.com   Facebook:  
Rainham Ladies

http://www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk/
mailto:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk


 

Word on the Streets
There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, and 
some permanent due to the ever expanding nature 
of Rainham’s housing. Anne is currently looking 
for permanent volunteers for the following roads 
(the number in brackets is the number of houses 
in those roads: 

Rainham - Mardale Close (41), Scott Ave 
(89), Sutton Close (21),  Silverspot Close 
(94), Taswell Rd (132), Lower Station Rd 
(26), Beaulieu Park (40+), Otterham Quay 
Caravan Park (72) 

Upchurch - Wallbr idge Lane (54),  
Bishop Lane temporarily (18), Church Farm 
Rd temporarily (34) 

Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help on either a permanent or temporary 
basis. 
If you are a volunteer distributor tell us your 
story by emailing the editorial team,  
editor@actionforum.co.uk 

Dates for the Diary 
Any organisation can request an entry in 
the diary (free of charge) by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 

Rainham Rec Summer Activities 
‘The summer holidays can become dull and boring for 
children, stuck in front of the TV or computer.  
Luckily, Medway Council are organising several  
activities to help keep children entertained and make new 
friends. Some of them are happening right here in  
Rainham at the recreation ground. 
On every Saturday between 17th July to 4th September, 
they are running free football drop-in sessions in the park. 
Split between different age groups, each session lasts an 
hour and all you have to do is turn up. The timings for the 
sessions are: 

under 7s will be between 10-11am 
8-12 year olds between 11-12pm 
13-16 year olds between 12-13pm. 

In addition, Medway’s Youth Services are running 
‘Summer Dayz’, a multi-sports, games and activities 
event for 8-18 yr olds.  It is completely free and will run 
from 12-3pm on Aug 10th, 17th and 24th. 
Please book in advance on 07956 656815 

8th Aug - Cancer Research Sponsored Walk 
www.wealdofkentrotary.org.uk

13th Aug - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

15th Aug - Berengrave Nature Reserve volunteer 
Sunday 

20th Aug - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

22nd Aug - St Mark’s Summer Garden Party, G’ham 
4pm in Old Vicarage Garden  Ring 01634 570489 

27th Aug - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

2nd Sept - Oasthouse Theatre  - ‘Flushed and Flushed 
Again’ (running until 11th) www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 

3rd Sept - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

3rd Sept - Upchurch Choral Society practice  
01634 234780/suerossiter@waitrose.com 

4th Sept - Walk for Peace (Medway) 1-7pm 
MIFA 07824 445346/www.peacewalkmedway.uk 

5th Sept - Wealdway 40 with Medway Ramblers 10am 
start  call Geoff 07525 161766/Geoff.rambler@me.com 

6th Sept - Green Drinks (environmental networking) 
Contact therainhamecohub@gmailcom 

8th Sept -  East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway 

10th Sept - Catenary Wires/Pete Astor & European Sun 
Community Oast - carefulnowpromtions@gmail.com 

Gillingham Lions Harvest Teas 

Dear Friends 
“We Serve” is the motto of Lions Clubs 

International and we look forward to serving 
you once again at our annual Harvest Tea 

Parties at the Millennium Centre,  

Sunday 3rd October or Sunday 17th October 
from 3.30 until 6.00pm.    

If you are elderly or lonely you would be 
very welcome so to apply for an invitation 

simply ring:  
Brenda on 379062 or Yvonne on 373840  
Transport to and from the venue can be  
arranged - Covid restrictions permitting!   

Unfortunately, we were not able to do it last 
year and we missed seeing you all.   

Chris Iles,  

President of Gillingham Lions Club. 

Profits from Action Forum are always  
distributed between a number of charities. 

More recent recipients have been St Margaret's 
and St Matthews churches, as well as  
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Small Ads 
Price:         £2.50 per line per month 
Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

     £84.00 3 months paid in advance 
Please email wording & your address 
to adverts@actionforum.co.uk

YOGA AT PLAY - find your joy 
Friendly British Wheel of Yoga teacher 
offering classes on Monday evenings 19:15 
- 20:45 cost £10 or 4 classes for £35 (to be 
used within 8 weeks) St. Margaret's 
Millennium Centre ME8 9BH Creating 
strength and flexibility for body and mind  
Suitable for beginners and regular 
practitioners alike Contact Lucy - 
lucy@yogaatplay.co.uk or 07984070863 
www.yogaatplay.co.uk Booking via 
website advised

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCING We 
are finally running our classes again! Come 
and join our friendly school and enjoy the 
world of dance. Wed or Fri eves, all 
beginners welcome. Please see our website 
for details 
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk    or contact 
Julie on 07983397439 

REIKI HEALING, SPIRITUAL healing, 
total relaxation. Please call S.P.A. Reiki on 
07714 230 233 .

MOWERS serviced & sharpened. Free 
collection – very prompt. Call 01634 
613011 or 07523 669 034.  
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret 
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING
All aspects of painting both interior & 
exterior. High quality at reasonable prices. 
Tel: 07841 675 253

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee. 
Bathroom and Kitchen refits. 
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. Competitive 
rates.
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505.

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m³ (≃2 50 logs), ½m³ £40 Delivered- 
Jim 07795 278081

DENTURE REPAIRS
While you wait service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory. 
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE, 
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and Wigmore 
area. Please call
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available. 
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com 
Mob: 07523 532 784
Facebook: LRsportsmassage

S.W GARDENING SERVICES 
Lawns mowed and general maintenance 
including gutter cleaning 
Please call 07572 954145 

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns, 
Payroll. If you have a problem 
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948.

INTERIOR DECORATOR. 
Quality guaranteed. 
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157 
for a free no obligation estimate.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green. 
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am to 
12 noon. For any other details about the 
Fellowship and its activities, please contact 
Derek Tindall 01634 365758.

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

C&J CLEARANCE   Houses,
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.  
Green waste shredding. Individual 
items or complete houses. Rubbish 
clearance carried out efficiently. 
Professional, reliable, prompt 
& friendly service. Free estimates. 
No job too small.KCC & Environment 
Agency registered. 01634 261749 
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404. 

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting –Ample car parking. 
To book phone 01634 364859.

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church, 
Twydall. Further details from
 07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD. Replacement 
glass, hinges & handles. UPVC specialist. 
01634 871808. 

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk 
Visitors are always welcome. 
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY 
Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and kitchen 
available for hire. Disabled access and 
hearing aid loop. 
To book phone 01634 235507. 

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS 
needed to work 4 hours a week in 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, 
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop 
is stocked with donated books 
(more always welcome) and raises 
money for St Margaret’s Church. For 
more details call Gavin Strudley on 
07957 884 335 or
 01634 261643.

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP
We have speakers who can give a 10 or 
30 minute presentation on the work that 
we do to provide tools and sewing 
machines for people in Africa, so 
enabling them to have a trade and earn a 
living. The presentation comes with a 
display of the goods we send, together 
with brochures providing further 
information. We are happy to take future 
bookings or, if you have an emergency, 
to fill a slot urgently as we live locally. 
Please contact Trevor Cox on 
mvw781@gmail.com or phone 01634 
670115

TOOLS WITH A MISSION 
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. Collector 
Trevor Purser 07847 180750. .
Free 24-hour listening support When life 
is tough, Samaritans are here to listen at 
any time of the day or night.  You can 
talk to them about anything that's 
troubling you, no matter how difficult. 
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website  

JUST STARTED A NEW BUSINESS 
OR NEED TO TELL PEOPLE YOU 
ARE TRADING AGAIN AFTER 
LOCKDOWN?  Action Forum is 
delivered to 20,000 homes  in the 
Rainham area each month 
These line ads are just £2.50 per line per 
month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk

PYO APPLES LATE SEPT/OCT
In the Rainham Community Orchard, 
Lower Bloors Lane, ME8 7TR. Check 
their FB Rainham Community Orchard 
and their page on The Net website 
www.thenet.uk.net for dates and times. 
They also welcome visitors and 
prospective volunteers every Tues & 
Thurs 10.00 to 12.00. See page 11 for a 
list of our apple juice stockists.
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LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
• Member of Gas Safety Register
• All Boiler Servicing & 

Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted 

• Landlord Gas Safety Reports
• Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &

Serviced 
• 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

Grooming by 
Honey  

Qualified, professional 
one to one Grooming 

for your cats 
and dogs  

Fully insured 
For an App. call 

07745 329873 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 OPEN 10am to 2pm 
Mon - Sat 

only to customers wearing face covering 
In line with government guidelines. 

We have a wide ranging stock of  
donated second hand books, DVDs, 

VHS and vinyl. Also local history 
books and books by local authors. 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call 
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbooks@gmail.com 



REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 

In time of need … 

 
Funeral Directors 

A private family owned and run business 
• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street

Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER 
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate: 
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285 

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

HOGWOOD Electrical 
Extra lights, sockets,  

fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating  

     

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns 

01634 370697  07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 






