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Development of the Rainham Mark Building Estate 

 

Rainham Mark Building Estate was the name given to the development of Marshall 
Road, Edwin Road and Sylvan Road in the early part of the twentieth Century.   

If you have any old photos taken on the estate that you could share it would be great 
to see them - please email info@rainham-history.co.uk   (cont on page 4) 

mailto:info@rainham-history.co.uk


 

 

Editorial 

 

Having had the chance to read archives of 
early Action Forum magazines from the early 
1970s, it’s given a fascinating insight into how 
much and how little has changed in Rainham.  
Readers of some current news and social 
media posts may get the impression that 
vandalism is rife and children far worse 
behaved than they were years ago. Reading 
old Action Forums gives a somewhat different 
picture!  
Back in 1973 a letter to the editor was 
bemoaning  the state of Parkwood Shopping 
Centre (which would have been newly 
constructed at the time) with issues of 
vandalism, littering and cars parked 
inconsiderately.  Other letters raised issues 
with getting school places and GP 
appointments.  Roll the clock forward 50 
years and many of the same themes are still 
being raised.  Whilst out running through 
Gillingham Park recently, I spotted a sign 
marking where the bandstand used to be; 
demolished in the 1950s due to vandalism, 
which would suggest that National Service 
wasn’t the answer either. 
Fortunately many groups locally are trying to 
improve the local environment, highlighted in 
this issue.  They are always looking for 
volunteers to assist.  Friends of Rainham Rec 
and Riverside Forum, Friends of Cozenton 
Park, as well as Rainham Eco hub, are trying 
to make a difference and co-ordinating local 
activities - see about Green Drinks (p13).  
As I write this, the Covid19 restrictions are 
continuing into July but local clubs and 
groups are starting to plan activities again so 
keep an eye on the Diary section for events 
taking place.  At least the weather has now 

improved so we’re more easily able to get 
outside and enjoy socialising in the sun. 
 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Please would it be possible for you to put this 
notice in your next issue.  
We believe that Ena Stanes, my aunt, was a 
well-known figure in Rainham and very 
active, back in the day, within the local 
community. 
Many thanks, Valerie Hogg 

 
 

Winifred Ena Stanes 
1919-2021 

 
 A familiar face to 
many in Rainham, 

Winifred Ena Stanes 
lived in and around 
Rainham for the last 

seventy years.   
 

In 1950 she moved to the area to teach at 
Lower Halstow Primary School and retired as 
Head in 1979.  She lived in the then School 
House for a number of years, before moving 
to Wigmore and, once retired, moved to 
Rainham.  During her time at Lower Halstow 
School a former pupil recalls ‘Miss Stanes’, 
as being very strict but a pioneer in 
introducing new activities into the curriculum 
including science in the 1960s, gardening 
lessons and playing the recorder.  She was 
even remembered for holding country 
dancing lessons with the children on her lawn 
at School House. 
Away from School, Ena was a keen 
mountaineer and walker and was well-
travelled.  Her active lifestyle included 
joining a polar expedition and walking the 
Great Wall of China.  At home Ena enjoyed 
gardening and had a great love of classical 
music.   
Although completely deaf in her later years 
she insisted on living independently right up 
until her death, aged 102. 
 

  
Next issue : Aug 7th, 2021 
Copy date : July 26th, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Saturday morning and evening appointments available. 

Dear Editor, 
Reading articles by Denise Hazelden and 
Arthur Kimber in 2019 issues brought back 
many memories of Rainham, especially as 
Arthur attended Orchard St secondary school 
like me. 
I was born in 1934 in a terraced cottage 
towards the lower end of Maidstone Road, 
originally named Bredhurst Lane.  Six years 
prior my birth certificate would have been 
stamped ‘Milton Regis’ rather than 
‘Gillingham’; its correct name being the 
‘Royal Estate of Milton Regis’, owned by 
Kentish Kings as far back as William I.  Prior 
to 1929, Rainham had its own water board 
and fire service but no main drainage, despite 
Motney Hill sewage works in Lower 
Rainham belonging to Gillingham.  I believe 
it was a question of economics that Rainham 
was incorporated into Gillingham Council.  
Rainham has never been the same since the 
old C of E school at the top of Station Road 
(once called Whitehorse Lane) was pulled 
down.  The old church school was so unique 
to Rainham, with its flint-rendered walls, 
outside staircase and turret bell tower.  Those 
of my age (86) could not forget Special 
Constable PC Dunn who, at the end of 
school, would exchange the boiler suit of 
caretaker and proudly don his policeman’s 
uniform to see pupils of both local schools 
safely across the Station Road/High Street 
junction.  Old Ma Barrett’s canteen ran in the 

council school at Solomon Road.  The only 
wartime and post-war canteen in Rainham, it 
was run like clockwork by Mrs Barrett and her 
band of ladies, five days a week.  Insisting we 
showed our washed and scrubbed hands before 
entering her domain, it was rumoured that 
teachers had to do the same!  Although a very 
caring lady, she was sometimes called 
Sergeant Major Ma Barratt.   
En-route to our daily hot meal we would pass 
the blacksmiths at the bottom of Orchard 
Street, briefly watching a shire being re-shoed 
or a hot metal rim being scorched onto a cart 
wheel.  Crossing the High St, almost opposite 
the Royal Picture House (the Bug Hutch), we 
then passed Kemsley’s the butchers and Rules 
the paper shop and an assortment of others, 
including the old barber (who charged 4d for a 
boys haircut as opposed to 9d in the High 
Street).  Can anyone else remember the 
Chatham and District bus (brown and cream) 
terminus at Webster Rd, opposite the 
ironmongers with all the pots and pans 
hanging outside?  As we headed along 
Solomon Rd, the whiff of our dinner became 
more pungent. 
During the war Mr Picture was the headmaster 
and Mrs Barrett’s husband the caretaker, who 
ladled the milk ration out of the churn and into 
our tin mugs. 
I look fondly back on that simple life. 
Yours, 
John K Austin NDD ATD BA 



 

 

Marshall & Edwin Roads 
(ADJ) 
 

The land for Marshall Road and Edwin Road 
was sold off in the early 1920s with houses 
constructed soon after. Unlike modern housing 
estates, developed by a single company, these 
were sold off as individual plots of land for the 
owner to build on. There was a 20ft building 
line specified which made sure houses weren't 
too close to the road.  
Plots were sold off in various sizes - some 20 
foot wide, some 40 foot and some combined to 
60 foot thereby wider than the original sales 
brochures suggested. The 40 foot plots were 
£60 and the 60 foot wide plot for the house 
shown cost £90 by combining one plot and 
half of the next one as can be seen on maps. 

The roads were named after Marshall Harvey 
and Edwin Jelly who owned and sold the land. 
From contract details seen, it would suggest 
that Marshall Harvey and Edwin Jelly jointly 
acquired the land for the ‘Rainham Mark 
Building Estate’ then parcelled it off to sell to 
individuals. Other land around was still owned 
by the War Department (now Tesco Extra/
A289 link road/Gillingham Business Park) and 
Lord Hothfield.  
Marshall Harvey is listed as the Accountant for 
the Wakeley Brothers in 1888 and involved in 
other land deals around Rainham. Edwin Jelly 
owned a menswear shop on the A2 but both 
men were members of Rainham Cricket 
Club so may well have devised their plans 
after meeting at a cricket match.  
Lord Hothfield was a major landowner linked 
to the cricket club so may have sold the 
portion of land for the estate to Harvey & Jelly 
through this Cricket Club connection.   

The front cover photo was taken shortly after 

the house was constructed on Marshall Road. 
In terms of dating the photo, the car has 
registration PU7306, issued between July 
1923 and Sept 1925, so the photo must have 
been taken after this date.  Help identifying  
the make and model of the car would be great! 
The land was sold in May 1923 so 
construction of the property probably took  
place soon afterwards. This photo is believed 
to have been taken in 1928, tying-in with the 
age of the car and the sale of the land - there  
is already marking on the roof so it's probably 
a couple of years after being built.  
You can see the flints piled up that households 
were required to collect for making the roads 
as well as some already compacted in the 
road. After seeing a pothole on Broadview 
Avenue today the substructure below the 
tarmac remains as flints.   

The original purchaser was Joseph James 
Cook of 208 Nelson Road Gillingham, who  
is believed to be pictured driving the car.   
The contractual details specified in the 
Indenture state that ‘the purchaser cannot 
build a house of less than £350 in value if it 
fronts the main road or under £200 in value 
for a back road. The purchaser is responsible 
for building a paved footpath in the front of 
their property within 3 months from 
completion and is required to maintain half  
of the road outside their property until it is 
taken over by the local council.’ 
It's clear from the photo that the requirement 
to build a paved footpath in front of the 
property within 3 months was ignored!  

You can see the full details of the maps of  
the area and other photos of Marshall Road 
here http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
marshall-edwin 
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Happy Hounds 
Dog Grooming Services 

15 years experience - Individual Appointments 
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears 

Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness 
01634 234995 or 07776 150980 

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent 

http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/7-history-articles/265-founding-of-rainham-recreation-ground
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/7-history-articles/265-founding-of-rainham-recreation-ground
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/marshall-edwin
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/marshall-edwin


 

 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham 
Found in Stratford Lane, the theatre first 
opened its door to the public in 1963 and has 
provided entertainment ever since, with 
drama, comedy, music and our annual panto.  
Due to the pandemic the theatre closed 
halfway through its run of ‘Entertaining 
Angels’ and it has not been financially viable 
for us to re-open with restrictions in place.  
However, providing restrictions are fully 
lifted, our next production ‘Flushed and 
Flushed Again’ by Ron Nicol will open 
Thursday 2nd September  and run until 11th. 
Tickets can be booked online. 
In the meantime, we are holding an Open Day 
on Saturday 24th July from 11am  until 4pm.  
There will be an opportunity to tour this 
charming Grade II listed building, hearing of 
its history.  There will also be entertainment 
for you to enjoy and a sneak preview of our 
2022 pantomime.   
This will provide a unique opportunity to find 
out more about the variety of ways you can 
become involved, either on stage, back stage 
or front of house.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member or simply want to look 
around Rainham’s own theatre then pop 
along.  The bar will be open and refreshments 
available. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Oasthouse Theatre.  For more details, visit our 
website www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or  
phone Helen Caston on 07939 573967 
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Community Page 

 

Eco-hub goes from strength to strength 
Rainham Eco-hub now publishes a weekly 
email newsletter, setting out recent events, 
achievements and forthcoming events. To 
subscribe email the team, at the following: 
therainhamecohub@gmail.com.  
The first edition detailed Claire’s Mini 
Recycling facility, where cheese packets, 
pens, crisp packets, egg cartons and more can 
be left in the white bin on the drive at 26 
Elmstone Road.  
Also detailed are the Friends of Rainham 
Recreational Park, who can be contacted at 
friendsrainhamrec@gmail.com.  
Rainham’s first Green Drinks (a national 
scheme providing face to face contact for 
those wanting to get involved in local 
environmental initiatives) is scheduled to take 
place on  the evening of Monday 5th July at 
Manor Farm. Register interest with the hub.  
The Green Drinks are planned to take place 
on the evening of the first Monday of each 
month, COVID restrictions permitting.  

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of yourown home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

North Downs Sponsored Walk 
Organised by Rotary Club of the Weald of 
Kent, on behalf of Cancer Research UK. 
In and around Harrietsham, last year we had 
to cancel for the first time in 35 years but we 
are determined to go ahead this year.   
Taking place on 8th Aug, it will be a  
different format to normal but still provide a 
choice of 4 routes (1,3,6 and 9 miles), start-
ing and finishing at Glebe Field, Harrietsham 
and taking in the beautiful North Downs.   
Check out our website for more info: 
www.wealdofkentrotary.org.uk 

mailto:therainhamecohub@gmail.com
mailto:friendsrainhamrec@gmail.com


We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality… 

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999   
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 

Cleopatra’s Beauty Room 
Wigmore—Established 22 years  

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing 
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology 

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage  
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL 
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers 
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 
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FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
 

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

BB Property Services 
Painting & Decorating, 

Carpentry and Plumbing 
Barry Baker 

07849 418 868 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com


 

Rainham Historical Society 
September 2021 marks the 40th Anniversary 
of the Society and members are able to enjoy 
a ‘Celebration Tea’ in the Millennium 
Centre, with entertainment provided by a Sea 
Shanty group ‘Swinging the Lead’ which 
plays on the ‘Cutty Sark’, Greenwich, 
amongst other venues.  
The Society has been well supported from 
the beginning when founder members Pat 
and George Fryer, with Eric Cross, set up  
the following format which still runs to this 
very day.  
Monthly meetings are held in the evening, in 
the Millennium Centre on the 4th Wednesday  
each month from September until April.  
Speakers give talks upon a wide variety of 
historical subjects.   
Outings and holidays are held during the 

summer months and open to both members 
and non-members.  

The Society donates £1,000 per annum on 
behalf of the members to historical charities, 
such as St Margaret’s Church, Rainham 

towards the repair of stained-glass windows 
and to the restoration of ‘The Medway 

Queen’ paddle steamer moored at 
Gillingham Pier and open to visitors.  

The on-going programme, which is subject 
to Covid19 restrictions, begins in 2021 as 

follows: 
Booked Talks 

UNCOVERING THE V-WEAPON STORY                           
DICKENS IN NORTH KENT 
RAINHAM AND THE OAST                      
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CHRISTMAS IN KENT 
LEWES AND BONFIRE NIGHT 

HUGUENOTS IN KENT 
CITY OF CANTERBURY 

Membership £10.00  per   annum     
Associate Members £5.00 per  annum  

Visitors and Associate Members £2.00 
per meeting. 

If you are interested in joining the Society 
please contact one of these Committee 
members. 
Secretary: Fay Daniels -  
01634 364289     
Membership: Olwen O’Dowd -  
01634 263622 
Chairman: Katherine Reffell -  
01634 389919 

Medway Music Association 
 MMA will soon be 
announcing their plans for 
this year’s Summer Festival. 
For enquiries about MMA’s 

opportunities please contact: 
info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
We normally meet every Friday morning at the 
Millennium Centre for a cuppa.  We help those 
who have lost their spouse or partner so come 
and make new friends who understand how you 
feel. 
At the moment we are keeping in contact and 
introducing new members to each other until we 
can meet again. 
Contact Julie on 01634 364309 for more details. 

 TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed

 Extra TV / SKY Points
 TV Wall Mounting
 TV & Appliances Set

Up

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  
All work guaranteed 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or 
07803 434929 

TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 
All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded 
Rainham Based 
Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
O.A.P. Discounts 
So call  today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security 

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744 

mailto:info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk
mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

 

Trout Nature Notes  
According to the Environment Agency, there are 
161 chalk rivers in England, more than in any 
other country.  With their clear, cool water, fed 
from underground chalk aquifers, and their 
unique array of animal and plant life, they are 
like no other natural habitat.  Great drifts of 
water crowfoot, whose white flowers float on the 
surface of the water, are a characteristic sign of 
chalk rivers.  Fish such as trout, grayling and 
salmon spawn in the beds of pebbles and gravel 
of these waters.    Nymphs of mayflies grow fat 
under the same pebbles.  The nymphs become 
glistening, long-tailed, adult mayflies, living for 
only a few days.  During this short time, they 
mate, in swarms, over the water, usually in the 
afternoon or early evening.  
The Little Stour is one of Kent’s chalk streams.  
It joins the Great Stour, which runs through 
Canterbury, to form the River Stour, which 
empties into Sandwich Bay.  Before setting out 
for a trip to the Little Stour, I gave some thought 
as to what animals might have adopted the Little 
Stour as a habitat and what species I was likely 
to see.  My thoughts turned to otter, water vole, 
water shrew, brown trout, white-clawed crayfish, 
European eel, bullhead and lamprey.    
Otters and water voles are present in Kent but I 
know of no reports of sightings on the Little 
Stour.  There is an important colony of water 
voles in the ditches and dykes of the Stodmarsh 
Nature Reserve in the valley of the Great Stour 
near Canterbury.  The latter has dense vegetation 
in parts, which both water voles and water 
shrews need as protective cover.  According to 
anglers, native brown trout, sea trout and 
European eels can be caught in the Great Stour.  
Since the Great Stour and Little Stour merge 
together on their way to the sea, there is no 
reason why sea trout and young eels (elvers) 
should not also run from the sea into the Little 
Stour.  I myself have seen native brown trout 
(with characteristic black spots down their 
backs) in the Great Stour between Chartham and 
Canterbury.  A report from the Kentish Stour 
Countryside Project states that the native white-
clawed cray fish “is restricted to just one stretch 
of the Great Stour”.  It is not clear, however, 
whether or not the crustacean can also be found 

in the Little Stour.  Both bullheads and 
Lampreys are found in chalk rivers, but I have 
no information about their presence in the Little 
Stour. 
I concluded that I ran the risk of seeing none of 
the nine animals in my “see” list, but I decided 
to go ahead on what was a sunny June day.  I 
picked up the Little Stour at Littlebourne near 
Canterbury.  It is fed by the Nail Bourne, which 
has its origin at a spring at Lyminge in the North 
Downs above Folkestone.  The Nail Bourne is, 
however, a winter bourne which only flows as 
far as the Little Stour when the water table is 
high.  I left Littlebourne from the northern end 
of the village, where there is a mill straddling the 
river, a long, thatched barn and an interesting 
group of oast houses.  On the way to 
Wickhambreaux, the river was lined by willow 
trees, a dense vegetation of reeds and the flowers 
of plants such as meadow sweet, great willow 
herb and lesser parsnip.  There was little room 
for an angler to cast a fly, even assuming there 
were any trout there to catch.  There was plenty 
of cover, however, for the otter, water vole and 
water shrew.  My arrival at Wickhambreaux was 
heralded by its well-known white painted, three-
storey, former water mill.  Children of the local 
Church of England Primary school were having 
drawing lessons among the lime trees on the 
village green, overlooked by the quintessentially 
English public house “The Rose Inn.”  On the 
Little Stour the only sign of animal life was a 
mother mallard leading a long line of ducklings.      
After leaving Wickhambreaux the Little Stour 
breaks out into open countryside, crossing fields 
and passing between two gravel pits, after which 
it is joined by another chalk river, the Wingham, 
which has its origins in a number of springs on 
the outskirts of Wingham village.  The combined 
rivers then meander between the marshy, reed-
filled ground of the adjoining Newnham and 
Deerson Valleys.  I could see, above one valley, 
two marsh harriers circling and assumed they 
had a nest somewhere among the vast reed beds.  

Nature Notes 
(Joe Ennis) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

A public footpath follows the meanders and I 
would have loved to have meandered downstream 
to chat with two anglers who appeared to be fly- 
fishing.  But my legs will no longer carry me that 
far so it was not until I crossed over the Little 
Stour by a road bridge (the “Blue Bridge”) that I 
was able to obtain my next close-up views of the 
river.  I could see shoals of fish both upstream and 
down but could not positively identify any native 
brown trout.  I had my final views of the Little 
Stour from the Stour Bridge at Plucks Gutter, 
where it merges with the Great Stour.   The 
merging water no longer consisted of the clear 
water of a chalk stream, as it had been when it 
started out near Littlebourne.   
During my attempt to closely follow the course of 
the Little Stour, I passed through a number of 
attractive villages, with ancient parish churches, 
in the North East Kent Fruit Belt adjoining the 
marshes of the mouth of the River Stour.  These 
villages included East and West Stourmouth and 
Preston.   
It will not be a surprise that I returned from my 
trip well aware that I had not seen a single one of 
the creatures on my “see today” list.  This was, I 
am afraid, one of those trips to the Kentish 
countryside which I had thoroughly enjoyed, but 
which I concluded that there was not a great deal 
to write home about.  
 

July in the Wilder Garden 
(Victoria Golding) 
 

July is a traditional time for spending time in the 
garden.  The simple pleasure of lying on a blanket 
to get an insect’s eye view of life in the grass is 
something that we did naturally, and need to 
reclaim as adults, even if we do require a helping 
hand up! 
Long hot, sunny days can scorch leaves and 
flowers, so this is the time to assess the various 
areas of sun and shade in your outdoor space to 

look where the different plants are happiest. Use 
your compost to mulch plants prone to drying 
out, especially new ones  – but make sure the 
ground is wet first.  Water butts are so useful at 
this time, especially for veg.  In general though, 
try to grow those plants that are both happy in 
your garden and drought-tolerant.  Plenty of 
clover and other wild flowers in the lawn will 
give variety, interest and a hard-wearing surface 
for activities without watering.  Small insects at 
the bottom of the food chain are found on daisy-
flowered plants, adding to the diversity, 
pollinating and being food for something else.  
July is the time to watch the tall plants in your 
pond in order to see emerging dragonflies.   
 

Plant of the month 
Perennial Salvias are wonderful and bloom 
through to winter.  Their aromatic leaves mean 
they are unpopular with slugs and don’t need 
much water.  There is a wonderful range of 
flower shapes and colours, great for attracting 
pollinators. 
 

Job of the month 
Autumn bulbs and corms are now available to 
add new pollen and nectar sources later in the 
year.  Be patient, as they may not bloom the first 
year, but we are in this for the long term, aren’t 
we! 
You may have seen the promotion to record 
insect abundance by recording bug splatters on 
your number plate. Thank you for doing that so 
please download the app and give us more data 
on: 
https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/news/new-
bug-splatter-app-reveal-more-about-insect-
populations 
 

Have a lovely July, with lots of wildlife in your 
gardens. 
(Gardening for a Wilder Kent Garden Advisor)  
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close  01634 312633 
Rainham  07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options. 

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.  
01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements 

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to help you with 

your pc, laptop, printer, or internet. 
Software licences provided incl anti-virus 

and office 365.  
Call Mush on  

07542 795078 or email 
munshya@midkentit.co.uk

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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5 Star rated 
by Local Authority 
Individual luxury heated chalets 
Larger pens available to accommodate up 
to four cats from the same household 
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please. 

www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk  

MEDWAY 24 HOUR 
PLUMBING 

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 
Taps Repaired/ Replaced 

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 
No Job Too Small 

FAST, AFFORDABLE, 
RELIABLE  

All Work Guaranteed 
Fully Insured 

01634 301711 

Rainham Community Orchard 

Delicious Apple Juice only £3.00 per litre 
bottle is available from: 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road 
Riverside Country Park, Lower  Rainham  
Berengrave Service Station,  
Lower Rainham  
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers,  
Fairview Avenue 
Mierscourt Farm Shop, Mierscour t Rd  
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch  
Rainham Community Orchard - Tues/Thur 
10am -12pm 
All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust 
and other conservation charities. 

Friends of Cozenton Park 
We all know that one of the best 
parks in Rainham is Cozenton Park, 

a beautiful green space located  
between Rainham library and the 

Splashes pool. Well a new group has formed 
to become the voice of the park users, promot-

ing its use and working with Medway Council 
to make improvements. We spoke to founding 
members of the group, Kerry Briffitt, Lorraine 

Marley, and Joy Sanders to discuss plans.   
‘We saw the success of Rainham Recreation 

Ground’s activities and interaction with the 
local community and wanted to find Guardians 

for Cozenton Park too,’ they told us. ‘So we 
organised a successful litter pick at the park, 
with the response from people only encourag-

ing us further.’  
The group didn’t just stick with litter picks. 

They started hiding knitted bees with sunflow-
er seeds with our logo to engage the public  

and to join our Facebook page. Next came 
Peter Rabbit characters for an Easter Trail,  
and little clay Earths to celebrate Earth Day. 

They have spoken to a wide range of people 
who use the park, including families, skate 

park users, cyclists, and dog walkers - all to 
find out what they like and what they would 

like to see put in place. Suggestions included  
a section for puppies and nervous dogs, more 

age-appropriate park equipment, access to  
refreshments and toilets, bigger and more  
secure litter bins, and a circular path. And  

with the exciting new Splashes development 
planned, they hope to be involved   (cont p13).  

East Medway u3a has continued to operate 
throughout Covid restrictions.  We can offer 
numerous zoom groups, including a monthly 
guest speaker, a monthly newsletter  
containing puzzles, articles and quizzes, plus 
WhatsApp and email interest-group  
meetings. 
Many of our groups are now able to meet 
face to face and we plan to resume our face-
to-face monthly meeting on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month, starting September.   
We meet 2-4pm at the Smallholders Club,  
2 Springvale, ME8 0JG. 
Our reasonable annual membership fee is £18 
or £2 admission for non-members. 

You can find out more on our website: 
Www.u3asites.org.uk/east-medway 
Or telephone our membership secretary: 
07816 159668 with any questions. 



 

 

Bredhurst Bodyshop 
Car & commercial – Paintwork & repairs 

Insurance work undertaken 
 

bumper repairs, scratches and dents  
Call for a free quote.  

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS  
01634 264753 

Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts  

for straight or curved stairs. 
 Tel Mr Derek Organ on  

01634 374524  
or  

07850 262 156  
for a free estimate. 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
Electrical Vehicle Charging Points 

OLEV Approved Installer 
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based) 

 
www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

01634 235465 or 07592 577521 
 E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

http://www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk/
mailto:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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Word on the Streets
Anne Neeves, Action Forum’s Distribution 
Coordinator explained to me recently the 
monthly cycle of distributing the 20,500  
copies of Action Forum that reach every 
home in Rainham, Parkwood, Hempstead, 
Upchurch and Lower Halstow each month. 
They are currently distributed by 116 volun-
teer distributors, who deliver between 765 
and 16 copies to ensure the magazine gets 
out to you all within the first few days of 
each month, once received back from the 
printers. My own experience of delivering to 
Northumberland Avenue and Suffolk  
Avenue is that it takes approximately 40 
minutes to distribute 100 copies, once  
collected from Sunburst Books in Station 
Road, having received a text from Anne to 
tell me they are ready for collection..  

Anne noted that a number of volunteers have 
distributed for many years, enjoying the  
exercise that walking the manor provides as 
well as getting a kick out of helping the good 
causes that Action Forum aims to help. If 
you are a volunteer distributor tell us your 
story by emailing the editorial team,  
editor@actionforum.co.uk 

There are always a few volunteer vacancies, 
some temporary due to holidays or ill health, 
and some permanent due to the ever expand-
ing nature of Rainham’s housing. Anne is 
currently looking for permanent volunteer’s 
for the following roads (the brackets have 
the number of houses in those roads, so  
divide by 40 to get an estimate of the time 
commitment each month.  
Rainham - Mardale Close (41), Scott Ave
(87), Sutton Close (21),  Wakeley Rd 
(Station Rd - Concorde Pub) (74),  
Silverspot Close (22), Bransgore Close (83) 

Upchurch - Wallbr idge Lane (54),  
Poot Lane , Wetham Green, Ham Green & 
Susan's Lane. (75) A 2 hour+ country walk.
Contact Anne on 07791 585 998, if you can 
help on either a permanent or temporary  
basis. 

Dates for the Diary 
Events are starting up! Don’t forget, any 
organisation can request an entry in the 
diary (free of charge). Contact dia-
ry@actionforum.co.uk 

4th July - Riverside Country Park volunteer Sunday 

5th July -  Green Drinks at Manor Farm (environmental 
networking) Contact therainhamecohub@gmailcom 

9th July - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

16th July - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

18th July - Upchurch Horticultural Soc Summer Show 
97 Chaffes Lane, 2pm, refreshments available 

23rd July - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

24th July - Oasthouse Theatre Rainham Open Day 
11-4pm  www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or 07939 573967

30th July - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

1st Aug - Riverside Country Park volunteer Sunday 

2nd Aug -  Green Drinks at Manor Farm (environmental 
networking) Contact therainhamecohub@gmailcom 

6th Aug - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 364309 

8th Aug - Cancer Reasearch Sponsored Walk 
www.wealdofkentrotary.org.uk 

8th Aug - Berengrave Nature Reserve volunteer 
Sunday 

22nd Aug - St Mark’s Summer Garden Party, G’ham 
4pm in Old Vicarage Garden  Ring 01634 570489 

2nd Sept -  Oasthouse Theatre  - ‘Flushed and Flushed 
Again’ (running until 11th) www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk 

8th Sept - East Medway u3a at Smallholders Club 
Ring 07816 159668 or visit  www.u3asites.org.uk/east-
medway 

10th Sept - Catenary Wires/Pete Astor and European Sun 
Oasthouse Community Centre,  
Contact ‘carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com’ 

and work with the council to see what  
benefits it could bring to the park.  

The group are bringing much needed  
positivity to Rainham; future events include a 

summer family picnic, a community orchard 
in the nursery grounds, a mobile café and  

professional skaters visiting the skate park.  
To get involved contact them on their  
Facebook Page.               (Stuart Bourne) 



Small Ads 
Price:    £2.50 per line per month 
Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

£84.00 3 months  paid in advance Please 
email wording & your address to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk

LR SPORTS MASSAGE 
Therapist Varied massage 
treatments available  E: 
lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com M: 
07523532784 
Facebook: LRsportsmassage 

MOWERS serviced & sharpened. 
Free collection – very prompt. Call 
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.  
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com 

JOHN'S GARDENING SERVICES
All general maintenance and winter 
tidy-ups.  Mowing, strimming, 
pruning, weeding.
Local. Call John 07917 108867
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 
376270 www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at 
reasonable prices. Tel: 07841 675253

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee. Bathroom and 
Kitchen refits. Call 01634 374332 or 
07961 951 254 

RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151015 or 01634 361505

LOGS J Seasoned hardwoods £80/m³ 
(≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 DeliveredJ 
Jim 07795 278081

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & 
Meetings. Facilities for the Disabled. 
Attractive Setting â€“Ample car 
parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859.
INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate. 
TOOLS WITH A MISSION 
collects unwanted tools together with 
sewing machines (manual or electric) 
and knitting machines. After 
refurbishment all go to Africa. 
Collector Trevor Purser 07847 
180750.
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS 
needed to work 4 hours a week in 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, 
Rainham, including Saturdays. The 
shop is stocked with donated books 
(more always welcome) and raises 
money for St Margaret’s Church. For 
more details call Gavin Strudley on 
07957 884 335 or 
01634 261643. 

 

 

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and Wigmore 
area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007866

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you and the 
first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 

GARDEN ADVICE in your 
own garden. Professional & friendly. 
Contact Eva www.gardenity.co.uk 

LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE classes. 
In line with Government guidelines we are 
hoping to start private lessons in April & 
then small bubble groups to follow. Come 
join our friendly school & learn something 
new! Contact Julie on 07983 397439  
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk 

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP Parkwood Green, 
Rainham. ME8 9PN. For details of church 
services and activities please go to 
www.PCFbaptist.co.uk  
or phone the Administrator, Mrs Betty 
Abraham 01634 372384. 

S.W GARDENING SERVICES 
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning 
Please call 07572 954145 

C&J CLEARANCE   houses, 
garages, lofts, sheds, gardens cleared.  
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt & 
friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small.  
KCC /Environment  Agency 
registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734570/ 07970 759404.  

DENTURE REPAIRS 
While you wait service by 
established quality Rainham 
Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 

MEDWAY VOLUNTEER 
WORKSHOP
We have speakers who can give a 10 
or 30 minute presentation on the 
work that we do to provide tools and 
sewing machines for people in 
Africa, so enabling them to have a 
trade and earn a living. The 
presentation comes with a display of 
the goods we send, together with 
brochures providing further 
information. We are happy to take 
future bookings or, if you have an 
emergency, to fill a slot urgently as 
we live locally. Please contact 
Trevor Cox on mvw781@gmail.com 
or phone 01634 670115

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser.  Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825859 

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church, 
Twydall. Further details from 
07434 672418. 

THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm.  For details of other weekly 
meetings, including children's and 
youth work please see our website: 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
.
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  

Free 24-hour listening support 
When life is tough, Samaritans are here 
to listen at any time of the day or night. 
You can talk to them about anything 
that's troubling you, no matter 
how difficult. 
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website  

JUST STARTED A NEW 
BUSINESS OR NEED TO TELL 
PEOPLE YOU ARE TRADING 
AGAIN AFTER LOCKDOWN?  
Action Forum is delivered to 20,000 
homes  in the Rainham area each 
month 
These line ads are just £2.50 per line 
per month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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Whiskers Lodge Cattery 
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 

Bredhurst, ME7 3NA 

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant with 
all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  

Contact:  Nichola 
Telephone: 01634 235032 

Email: info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  www.whiskerslodge.com 

LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
• Member of Gas Safety Register
• All Boiler Servicing & 

Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted 

• Landlord Gas Safety Reports
• Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &

Serviced 
• 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

Grooming by 
Honey  

Qualified, professional 
one to one Grooming 

for your cats 
and dogs  

Fully insured 
For an App. call 

07745 329873 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 OPEN 10am to 2pm 
Mon - Sat 

only to customers wearing face covering 
In line with government guidelines. 

We have a wide ranging stock of  
donated second hand books, DVDs, 

VHS and vinyl. Also local history 
books and books by local authors. 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call 
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbooks@gmail.com 

15, 105



 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER 
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate: 
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285 

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating  

     

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns 

01634 370697  07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 
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In time of need … 

 
Funeral Directors 

A private family owned and run business 
• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street

Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

HOGWOOD Electrical 
Extra lights, sockets,  

fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




