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Development of the Rainham Mark Building Estate 

 

Rainham Mark Building Estate was the name given to the development of Marshall 
Road, Edwin Road and Sylvan Road in the early part of the twentieth Century.   

If you have any old photos taken on the estate that you could share it would be great 
to see them - please email info@rainham-history.co.uk   (cont on page 4) 
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Editorial 

 

Having had the chance to read archives of 
early Action Forum magazines from the early 
1970s, itôs given a fascinating insight into how 
much and how little has changed in Rainham.  
Readers of some current news and social 
media posts may get the impression that 
vandalism is rife and children far worse 
behaved than they were years ago. Reading 
old Action Forums gives a somewhat different 
picture!  
Back in 1973 a letter to the editor was 
bemoaning  the state of Parkwood Shopping 
Centre (which would have been newly 
constructed at the time) with issues of 
vandalism, littering and cars parked 
inconsiderately.  Other letters raised issues 
with getting school places and GP 
appointments.  Roll the clock forward 50 
years and many of the same themes are still 
being raised.  Whilst out running through 
Gillingham Park recently, I spotted a sign 
marking where the bandstand used to be; 
demolished in the 1950s due to vandalism, 
which would suggest that National Service 
wasnôt the answer either. 
Fortunately many groups locally are trying to 
improve the local environment, highlighted in 
this issue.  They are always looking for 
volunteers to assist.  Friends of Rainham Rec 
and Riverside Forum, Friends of Cozenton 
Park, as well as Rainham Eco hub, are trying 
to make a difference and co-ordinating local 
activities - see about Green Drinks (p13).  
As I write this, the Covid19 restrictions are 
continuing into July but local clubs and 
groups are starting to plan activities again so 
keep an eye on the Diary section for events 
taking place.  At least the weather has now 

improved so weôre more easily able to get 
outside and enjoy socialising in the sun. 
 

 

Letters to the Editor 
 

Please would it be possible for you to put this 
notice in your next issue.  
We believe that Ena Stanes, my aunt, was a 
well-known figure in Rainham and very 
active, back in the day, within the local 
community. 
Many thanks, Valerie Hogg 

 
 

Winifred Ena Stanes 
1919-2021 

 
 A familiar face to 
many in Rainham, 
Winifred Ena Stanes 
lived in and around 
Rainham for the last 
seventy years.   

 
In 1950 she moved to the area to teach at 
Lower Halstow Primary School and retired as 
Head in 1979.  She lived in the then School 
House for a number of years, before moving 
to Wigmore and, once retired, moved to 
Rainham.  During her time at Lower Halstow 
School a former pupil recalls óMiss Stanesô, 
as being very strict but a pioneer in 
introducing new activities into the curriculum 
including science in the 1960s, gardening 
lessons and playing the recorder.  She was 
even remembered for holding country 
dancing lessons with the children on her lawn 
at School House. 
Away from School, Ena was a keen 
mountaineer and walker and was well-
travelled.  Her active lifestyle included 
joining a polar expedition and walking the 
Great Wall of China.  At home Ena enjoyed 
gardening and had a great love of classical 
music.   
Although completely deaf in her later years 
she insisted on living independently right up 
until her death, aged 102. 
 

  
Next issue : Aug 7th, 2021 
Copy date : July 26th, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  
Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  

   
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Saturday morning and evening appointments available. 

Dear Editor, 
Reading articles by Denise Hazelden and 
Arthur Kimber in 2019 issues brought back 
many memories of Rainham, especially as 
Arthur attended Orchard St secondary school 
like me. 
I was born in 1934 in a terraced cottage 
towards the lower end of Maidstone Road, 
originally named Bredhurst Lane.  Six years 
prior my birth certificate would have been 
stamped óMilton Regisô rather than 
óGillinghamô; its correct name being the 
óRoyal Estate of Milton Regisô, owned by 
Kentish Kings as far back as William I.  Prior 
to 1929, Rainham had its own water board 
and fire service but no main drainage, despite 
Motney Hill sewage works in Lower 
Rainham belonging to Gillingham.  I believe 
it was a question of economics that Rainham 
was incorporated into Gillingham Council.  
Rainham has never been the same since the 
old C of E school at the top of Station Road 
(once called Whitehorse Lane) was pulled 
down.  The old church school was so unique 
to Rainham, with its flint-rendered walls, 
outside staircase and turret bell tower.  Those 
of my age (86) could not forget Special 
Constable PC Dunn who, at the end of 
school, would exchange the boiler suit of 
caretaker and proudly don his policemanôs 
uniform to see pupils of both local schools 
safely across the Station Road/High Street 
junction.  Old Ma Barrettôs canteen ran in the 

council school at Solomon Road.  The only 
wartime and post-war canteen in Rainham, it 
was run like clockwork by Mrs Barrett and her 
band of ladies, five days a week.  Insisting we 
showed our washed and scrubbed hands before 
entering her domain, it was rumoured that 
teachers had to do the same!  Although a very 
caring lady, she was sometimes called 
Sergeant Major Ma Barratt.   
En-route to our daily hot meal we would pass 
the blacksmiths at the bottom of Orchard 
Street, briefly watching a shire being re-shoed 
or a hot metal rim being scorched onto a cart 
wheel.  Crossing the High St, almost opposite 
the Royal Picture House (the Bug Hutch), we 
then passed Kemsleyôs the butchers and Rules 
the paper shop and an assortment of others, 
including the old barber (who charged 4d for a 
boys haircut as opposed to 9d in the High 
Street).  Can anyone else remember the 
Chatham and District bus (brown and cream) 
terminus at Webster Rd, opposite the 
ironmongers with all the pots and pans 
hanging outside?  As we headed along 
Solomon Rd, the whiff of our dinner became 
more pungent. 
During the war Mr Picture was the headmaster 
and Mrs Barrettôs husband the caretaker, who 
ladled the milk ration out of the churn and into 
our tin mugs. 
I look fondly back on that simple life. 
Yours, 
John K Austin NDD ATD BA 



 

 

Marshall & Edwin Roads 
(ADJ) 
 

The land for Marshall Road and Edwin Road 
was sold off in the early 1920s with houses 
constructed soon after. Unlike modern housing 
estates, developed by a single company, these 
were sold off as individual plots of land for the 
owner to build on. There was a 20ft building 
line specified which made sure houses weren't 
too close to the road.  
Plots were sold off in various sizes - some 20 
foot wide, some 40 foot and some combined to 
60 foot thereby wider than the original sales 
brochures suggested. The 40 foot plots were 
Ã60 and the 60 foot wide plot for the house 
shown cost Ã90 by combining one plot and 
half of the next one as can be seen on maps. 

The roads were named after Marshall Harvey 
and Edwin Jelly who owned and sold the land. 
From contract details seen, it would suggest 
that Marshall Harvey and Edwin Jelly jointly 
acquired the land for the óRainham Mark 
Building Estateô then parcelled it off to sell to 
individuals. Other land around was still owned 
by the War Department (now Tesco Extra/
A289 link road/Gillingham Business Park) and 
Lord Hothfield.  
Marshall Harvey is listed as the Accountant for 
the Wakeley Brothers in 1888 and involved in 
other land deals around Rainham. Edwin Jelly 
owned a menswear shop on the A2 but both 
men were members of Rainham Cricket 
Club so may well have devised their plans 
after meeting at a cricket match.  
Lord Hothfield was a major landowner linked 
to the cricket club so may have sold the 
portion of land for the estate to Harvey & Jelly 
through this Cricket Club connection.   

The front cover photo was taken shortly after 

the house was constructed on Marshall Road. 
In terms of dating the photo, the car has 
registration PU7306, issued between July 
1923 and Sept 1925, so the photo must have 
been taken after this date.  Help identifying  
the make and model of the car would be great! 
The land was sold in May 1923 so 
construction of the property probably took  
place soon afterwards. This photo is believed 
to have been taken in 1928, tying-in with the 
age of the car and the sale of the land - there  
is already marking on the roof so it's probably 
a couple of years after being built.  
You can see the flints piled up that households 
were required to collect for making the roads 
as well as some already compacted in the 
road. After seeing a pothole on Broadview 
Avenue today the substructure below the 
tarmac remains as flints.   

The original purchaser was Joseph James 
Cook of 208 Nelson Road Gillingham, who  
is believed to be pictured driving the car.   
The contractual details specified in the 
Indenture state that óthe purchaser cannot 
build a house of less than Ã350 in value if it 
fronts the main road or under Ã200 in value 
for a back road. The purchaser is responsible 
for building a paved footpath in the front of 
their property within 3 months from 
completion and is required to maintain half  
of the road outside their property until it is 
taken over by the local council.ô 
It's clear from the photo that the requirement 
to build a paved footpath in front of the 
property within 3 months was ignored!  

You can see the full details of the maps of  
the area and other photos of Marshall Road 
here http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/
marshall-edwin 
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Happy Hounds 
Dog Grooming Services 

15 years experience - Individual Appointments 
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears 

Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness 
01634 234995 or 07776 150980 
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent 

http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/7-history-articles/265-founding-of-rainham-recreation-ground
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/7-history-articles/265-founding-of-rainham-recreation-ground
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/marshall-edwin
http://www.rainham-history.co.uk/marshall-edwin


 

 

Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham 
Found in Stratford Lane, the theatre first 
opened its door to the public in 1963 and has 
provided entertainment ever since, with 
drama, comedy, music and our annual panto.  
Due to the pandemic the theatre closed 
halfway through its run of óEntertaining 
Angelsô and it has not been financially viable 
for us to re-open with restrictions in place.  
However, providing restrictions are fully 
lifted, our next production óFlushed and 
Flushed Againô by Ron Nicol will open 
Thursday 2nd September  and run until 11th. 
Tickets can be booked online. 
In the meantime, we are holding an Open Day 
on Saturday 24th July from 11am  until 4pm.  
There will be an opportunity to tour this 
charming Grade II listed building, hearing of 
its history.  There will also be entertainment 
for you to enjoy and a sneak preview of our 
2022 pantomime.   
This will provide a unique opportunity to find 
out more about the variety of ways you can 
become involved, either on stage, back stage 
or front of house.  If you are interested in 
becoming a member or simply want to look 
around Rainhamôs own theatre then pop 
along.  The bar will be open and refreshments 
available. 
We look forward to welcoming you to the 
Oasthouse Theatre.  For more details, visit our 
website www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or  
phone Helen Caston on 07939 573967 
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Community Page 

 

Eco-hub goes from strength to strength 
Rainham Eco-hub now publishes a weekly 
email newsletter, setting out recent events, 
achievements and forthcoming events. To 
subscribe email the team, at the following: 
therainhamecohub@gmail.com.  
The first edition detailed Claireôs Mini 
Recycling facility, where cheese packets, 
pens, crisp packets, egg cartons and more can 
be left in the white bin on the drive at 26 
Elmstone Road.  
Also detailed are the Friends of Rainham 
Recreational Park, who can be contacted at 
friendsrainhamrec@gmail.com.  
Rainhamôs first Green Drinks (a national 
scheme providing face to face contact for 
those wanting to get involved in local 
environmental initiatives) is scheduled to take 
place on  the evening of Monday 5th July at 
Manor Farm. Register interest with the hub.  
The Green Drinks are planned to take place 
on the evening of the first Monday of each 
month, COVID restrictions permitting.  

Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of yourown home 

by a qualified lady 
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 

*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

North Downs Sponsored Walk 
Organised by Rotary Club of the Weald of 
Kent, on behalf of Cancer Research UK. 
In and around Harrietsham, last year we had 
to cancel for the first time in 35 years but we 
are determined to go ahead this year.   
Taking place on 8th Aug, it will be a  
different format to normal but still provide a 
choice of 4 routes (1,3,6 and 9 miles), start-
ing and finishing at Glebe Field, Harrietsham 
and taking in the beautiful North Downs.   
Check out our website for more info: 
www.wealdofkentrotary.org.uk 

mailto:therainhamecohub@gmail.com
mailto:friendsrainhamrec@gmail.com

