
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

      
       AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA   

JUNE 

2021 

 

NUMBER 568 
First published  

March 1969 

It’s not every year, or 
even every decade, that 
a new school opens in 
the Rainham area so we 

are pleased to include 
details of the school’s 
plans and outlook from 
its first Principal, Mrs  
Millward. 
 

“Sited on Otterham 
Quay Lane, Leigh 
Academy Rainham is a 
brand new, unique and 
highly inclusive mixed 
comprehensive  
secondary school,  

opening its doors to the 
founding Y7 cohort in 
September, 2021. 
This year the school 
will welcome 240  
children, with 180 per 

year group added in 
each of the following 
years.   

A New School For Rainham! 



 

 

Editorial 
I have asked Elizabeth Poynter and Alan Stockey 
as new members of the Action Forum editorial 
team to say a few words about themselves as an 
introduction to you all. 
                                        Hamish 
  
Elizabeth 
In comparison to many of the people I read about  
in Action Forum, I am a relative newcomer to the 
area.  I was born into two big Liverpool families 
before my father whisked us up to Scotland.  After 
a few more family moves incorporating Norwich, 
Newcastle, Liverpool and Norwich again, I then 
headed to Durham for teacher training (despite a 
penchant to join the Air Force), taught in 
Hartlepool and met my future husband through a 
Baptist youth event.   
On the sound advice of my mother, I moved South, 
began teaching at St Margaret’s Infants as Miss 
Smethem, became Mrs Poynter, moved into Lower 
Rainham in 1997, continued at the school and had 
my first two children. I still have the wine glasses 
my Y1 class bought for my wedding in ‘97 and 
remember the wonderful baby gifts a different Y1 
class bought when my son was born in 2000. 
After giving up work to concentrate on our children 
and church life, I inadvertently ended up leading 
the ‘Friends of Twydall’ Primary. This in turn led 
to me teaching and volunteering at Twydall 
Primary for a while until all three of my children 
had passed through the school and on to RMGS.   
 

Nowadays my life consists of busy family life and 
active membership of our church, where my 
husband and I are the treasurers and I help run the 
toddler group, amongst other things.  When we are 
not in a pandemic, I also take on characters from 
various periods of history during Education Days  
at Kent Life.  
 

Action Forum has been a regular part of my life 
‘down South’.  History has always fascinated me 
and to have something come through my door that  
introduced me to local history (and with photos!!) 

was just amazing.   
Even now, the history section and related letters 
are my first ports of call so I am excited to become 
a part of this long-standing local feature.  My job 
will  predominantly concentrate on compiling each 
edition. 
 
Alan 
Unlike Elizabeth, I was born within the sound of 
the bells of St Margaret’s church at my parent’s 
home in Tudor Grove and  I haven’t strayed too 
far over my sixty years living in Rainham.   
My two brothers and I attended St Margaret’s 
School, for me across three locations; firstly the 
Infants at the top of Station Road, then the pre-fab 
buildings in Maidstone Road and finally the 
Juniors in the main school on Orchard Street.  It 
was at junior school in 1969 I had my first brush 
with Action Forum as a volunteer deliverer to all 
of Orchard Street.  Like my elder brother Dave, I 
then moved on to Gillingham Technical High 
School (GTHS), now Rainham Mark Grammar 
School, followed later by my younger brother 
John.  It is great to stay connected with old class 
mates via the Facebook pages for both these 
schools. 
As a teenager I had Saturday jobs at Watson’s 
Butchers on the A2, delivering meat to local 
customers via a bike with a big basket on the front 
and then Maidstone Road Co-op (maintaining a 
link to both my parents who worked for many 
years at the Co-op in Rainham).   
 

I met my now wife, Melanie, at GTHS in 1977 
and we married at St Margaret’s church in 1981.  
This October we will celebrate our Ruby wedding 
anniversary.  We have three daughters, all of 
whom have flown the nest, although not too far as 
two continue to live in Rainham with their 
partners and our two grandsons, Luke and Jacob. 
I am now retired from the commuting life in the 
City of London, where I worked for many 
international financial organisations, assisting with 
their data security and privacy programs.  I am 
now an active member of U3A, leading their 
Medway guitar group and a member of the UK 
Soul Choir.  I very much look forward to working 
as part of the Action Forum editorial team.  I will 
be responsible for new content and searching out 
areas of interest. 
 
If anybody else would like to join the editorial 

team they would be welcome.  
Perhaps you see yourself as a roving reporter 

or dedicated researcher of Rainham in the past.   

Get in touch! 

  
Next issue : July 3rd, 2021 
Copy date : June 21st, 2021 
Please contact us by email to the  appropriate  
address and include your telephone number so 
we can call you  if needed. 
Editor@actionforum.co.uk 
Diary@actionforum.co.uk  
Distribution@actionforum.co.uk 
Adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
Postal address: 5 Meresborough Farm Cottages 
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent. ME8 8PP 
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE MCFHP MAFHP 

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions 
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,  

Callus Reduction.  Diabetics Treated.  
   

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on  

07549 166031 
Saturday morning and evening appointments available. 

Leigh Academy Rainham  
(cont.) 
 

“When the school is at full capacity it will 
have approximately 1200 pupils on roll from 
Y7 to Y13, with pupils studying a suite of 
GCSE’s vocational courses and A’ levels.   
All 240 places have now been offered and are 
in the process of being accepted.  We have a 
long waiting list and an upcoming appeals 
process.  A fantastic team of 12 teachers has 
been recruited for this year, which will almost 
double in number in its second year and then 
grow proportionately with the intake over the 
next 4 years. 
The wellbeing and success of each individual 
is at the heart of everything we do and our 
strapline of ‘Dream, Believe and Achieve’ 
reflects our strong, shared belief that there is 
no ceiling to what a student can achieve, 
regardless of ability and personal 
circumstances.   
The school will offer a traditional approach to 
discipline and a broad, innovative digital 
curriculum, underpinned by the principles of 
the International Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Programme.   
Leigh Academy is committed to working 
towards Green Flag status as an Eco School 
and will also pursue a journey to becoming an 
‘International School’, hoping to work in 
partnership with other schools around the 
world.   
The Baccalaureate Programme will be 
delivered to pupils from Years 7-9, preparing 
students with the knowledge and skills 
necessary for GCSE’s and A’ levels.  
Lastly, the school plans to have a dog mentor 
joining them, named Brandy!” 
 

We wish them all the best as plans and 
organisation continues apace. 

Letters to the Editor 
 

This is an invitation to all those fed up of not 
meeting their friends, playing bingo, getting a 
hot drink that you have not had to make 
yourself and having a chat with others.  I am 
planning, with the permission of Mr Boris 
Johnson, to open in July the Wigmore  RVS 
Darby & Joan Club again and to celebrate 
our 70th anniversary, as we were founded in 
1951.  All registered members are welcome to 
return to the Howard Hall, Woodside and 
anyone over the age of 50 can apply to join 
us.  If you are interested or would like more 
information about a friendly and happy group 
of people please ring and leave a message 
should I not be around when you call.  I look 
forward to greeting you back at our club. 

Hannah Hendra, club leader. 
Telephone:- 01634 362662 

 
 
We also had readers providing information about 
the photo of Hempstead shown in the previous 
edition.  See overleaf... 



 

 

The picture that you are showing on the May 
Action Forum edition is of The Flying Saucer, 
previously The Hempstead Working men's Club. 
My father was the first man in there as we lived 
opposite, and not because he was thirsty!!!!! 
The inside was a big room surrounded by stuffed 
animals under glass and in the middle was a 
Snooker table. There was a picture of Queen 
Victoria over a fireplace, if my memory serves 
me, although she would have been dead by then. 
                           Shirley Deacon 
 

Hello there, 
Just got the Action Forum through the door with 
the Hempstead Working mans club on the cover. 
My Great Grandfather John Sidney Spiller was 
the Chairman and my Grandfather Sidney John 
Spiller was the Secretary who sadly died in 1940 
aged 38 with lung cancer.  
In 1927, they bought a few plots that were being 
sold off and built the bungalows opposite, where 
my Mother was born and still lives and where I, 
myself was born.  
When Mum was about 12, her mum, Dorothy 
Spiller, with her partner, Ernest Ashby, used to 
work the bar, and Mum’s job was to collect and 
wash the glasses. 
Since then there has been a lot of changes and it 
became the Flying Saucer in around 1952 (I 
think). 
I grew up with the pub being outside the front 
door, with the noise of laughter (and the odd 
argument) coming from it’s doors, but as most 
were locals, they all knew me and said hello. 
The old opening times of 11 till 3, then 6 to 11 
applied.   
Not sure about the car though. 
The off licence was to the right end side of the 
building, the then hall was knocked down and 
made into the now car park.  
We were never allowed in there, but my brother 

(Peter Collins) frequented it often with not far to 
stagger home! He sadly also died young at 40 
due to cancer in 1999. 

 

 

Hope these are of some interest. 
Kind Regards, Denise Carvas (nee Collins) 
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Happy Hounds 
Dog Grooming Services 

15 years experience - Individual Appointments 
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears 

Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness 
01634 234995 or 07776 150980 

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent 

Sidney and John (from left) 

Master Cabinet Maker John playing the cello 

Hempstead Football Team with Sidney top left  



 

 

Riverside Country Park Forum 
 

My daily wellness-plod regularly takes me 
through Berengrave Lane Nature Reserve and 
across the Lower Rainham Road to Riverside 
Country Park. 
In 2020, after completing an online survey about 
the park, I was invited to join the Riverside Forum 
and have now attended the first two (Zoom-based) 
meetings co-ordinated by Medway Green Space 
and Medway Norse.   
The last meeting (24/03/21) shared details of the 
recent planting programme along Motney edge, 
where 950 new plants have been added.  The 
Riverside Bee project was also described, along 
with the creation of the Bee Garden, Wildflower 
Meadow and path.   
A ten-year plan has been created for Berengrave 
Lane Nature Reserve, and whilst plans for the 
replacement of the lower boardwalk have been 
delayed due to site flooding, further public 
consultation is planned for later this year.   
A summary of the planned volunteer session dates 
has been included in the Action Forum Diary and 
you can register interest via Medway-countryside-
service@ncsgrp.co.uk or  by calling the Ranger  
Team on 01634 337432.  Please note you do need 
to register in advance rather than just turn up on the 
day. 

The next Forum meeting is being held at 7pm on 
Tuesday 15th June, 2021 and you can register  
interest to participate in the Zoom meeting via the 
following email address: 
yournew@medway.gov.uk 
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Neat Feet 
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of 
yourown home by a qualified lady 

practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns 
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 

*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs 

Tel: 01634 322591 

Austin Seven Owners’ Club  
Hello and thanks for the latest magazine.  
I always read it avidly, and have done since I moved 
back to Rainham in 1971. 
 

I am the secretary of the Kent Centre of the Austin 
Seven Owners’ Club (London), and as such have 
many friends across the county who are very 
experienced when it comes to identifying the 
Austins depicted in old photographs such as the 
Hempstead scene on the front of the May 2021 issue 
of Action Forum. 
 

I initially thought the motor to be an Austin Seven, 
but there were certain things that didn’t quite “fit”. 
After consulting two of our club experts, the 
conclusion is that it is an Austin Seven, but not a 
standard model. This Seven has a special fabric 
covered wooden panelled body made by Mulliner, 
and would have been produced on a standard rolling 
chassis supplied to them by the Austin Motor Co. 
This model would have been shown in the Mulliner 
catalogue, and was available in 1927/28. This would 
have been an expensive option compared with the 
standard Seven, so only a few of these would have 
been produced. There has always been a group of 
motorists who want to be “different”, and this was a 
way of having a nicer little 7hp car, more “refined” 
than usual, when commonly, the alternative would 
probably have been one of 12hp, with all the 
additional running costs that entailed. All the main 
car manufacturers in the UK were producing fabric 
bodies at the time, but they proved lacking when it 
came to durability, and the fad didn’t last long. We 
are lucky enough to have some members who still 
own and run such cars, but they are now a great 
rarity – the cars, that is! 
 

I hope you find this interesting, and if you would 
like to know more about pre-WWII Austins do let 
me know. 
Regards,  
Brian Austin 



 

 

We handle everything from the initial quotation, 
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality…  

Eden Windows 

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 

telephone 01634 840 999    
www.edenwindows.co.uk 

 MIRANDA 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS 

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING. 

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON 

01634 717400 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  –  FREE QUOTATIONS 

 
Cleopatra’s Beauty Room 

Wigmore—Established 22 years  
 

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing 
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology 

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage  
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL 
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers 
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 
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FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service 
 

Please call Joanne from  
Art Decorating Services  

for a free no obligation quotation 
  

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000 
www.artdecoratingservices.com 

 
BB Property Services 

Painting & Decorating, 
Carpentry and Plumbing 

Barry Baker  
 

07849 418 868   

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

T.J. BUILDERS 
All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating 
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More… 

External Work: 
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering, 

Fencing etc… 
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 

Home: 01634 581072  Mob: 07968 852558 

http://www.artdecoratingservices.com
mailto:barrybaker1955@gmail.com


 

 

Earth Day 2021 in Rainham 

On April 22nd, Rainham celebrated Earth 
Day 2021. 
Rainham Eco Hub celebrated in style, with 
residents involved in litter picks and schools 
learning how to have a positive effect on the 
local environment.   
Classes were involved in activities ranging 
from how things grow to calculating our 
carbon footprint! 
An eco squad for primary-aged children  
(4-11 years old) was launched, encouraging 
children and their families to work together 
to look after and protect the environment in 
Rainham.   
Cozenton Park hung hand-crafted medallions 
for people to find.   
Rainham Recreation Ground held a tree 
scavenger hunt.   
Residents were encouraged to shop locally, 
walk, join community groups etc. 
St Margaret’s Church announced they have 
been awarded the Bronze Eco Award. 
 
Medway Council’s Recycling Team hosted a 
roadshow outside Rainham Library where 
the team explained how they take part in the 
national Terracycle scheme. It runs at each 
Medway Library/Hub - the Kids Food Pouch 
Recycling Scheme collects used baby food 
pouches of any brand, including any kids 
yoghurt pouches.  All fifteen libraries and 
hubs have a recycling bin inside (normally 
near the children’s section).   
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All types of doors & windows  
fitted and repaired 

 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable,  

All work guaranteed 
 

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE 

ACE 
GLAZING REPAIRS 

01634 329029 or  
07803 434929 

Proceeds from this recycling goes to a child 
bereavement support charity ’Holding On, 
Letting Go’. 
 
Don’t forget, whilst there you can also grab 
your kitchen caddy bins (free), liners  
(26 - £2) and dog poo bags (50 - £1.60) 
The Recycling Team noted their support for 
Medway’s reuseable bags (blue for 
cardboard/paper, white for glass/tins/
packaging).   
You can order new reusable bags or get a 
new/replacement brown bin delivered via: 
www.medway.gov.uk 
 
Please don’t use the clear, single-use plastic 
bags as anything other than overflow 
recycling.  They are not bag liners and just 
create more landfill.  
 
Guidance on how to recycle more specific 
items in Medway can be found in the handy 
A-Z Guide in Medway Matters or via: 
www.medway.gov.uk/directory/11/a-z of 
recycling 
 
Earth Day is a great way to highlight how  
we can all help make our town a better place.  
We would like to keep the momentum  
going.  Anyone wanting to  
get involved or set up their own community 
group, please do get in touch via Facebook, 
or email: therainhamecohub@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
   TV Aerials / Freesat            

Systems Installed 
   Extra TV / SKY Points 
   TV Wall Mounting 
   TV & Appliances Set  

Up 

Call Nick 07949 588464 
or 01634 262582 

AP  SERVICES RAINHAM 

 
Problems with your IT?  
I’m an IT engineer here to 

help you with your pc, 
laptop, printer, or internet. 

Software licences 
provided incl anti-virus 

and office 365.  
 

Call Mush on  
07542 795078 or email 

munshya@midkentit.co.uk 

mailto:munshya@midkentit.co.uk


 

 

 
Now in Maytime to the wicket   
Out I march with bat and pad:  
See the son of grief at cricket       

Trying to be glad.      
A E Housman  1859-1936  (Author of “A 

Shropshire Lad.” ) 
 
At my secondary school we pupils were 
required to play cricket and rugby.   Like A E 
Housman, I was never very fond of cricket.   
But, as time went by, I began to enjoy sitting 
for an hour or so watching any game of 
cricket I came across in my travels in the Kent 
countryside.   Such a sojourn would give me 
the opportunity to take in the scenery, soak up 
the atmosphere and give the occasional clap 
for a ball well driven and a wicket well taken.   
I write below about three of my favourite 
pitches, those at Goodnestone, Leeds and 
Milstead.    
 

Goodnestone is near Wingham, between 
Canterbury and Sandwich.  It sits in a 
landscape of large open fields of cereals and 
sheep.  The village consists of Goodnestone 
House, whose gardens are open to the public, 
a primary school, a village hall, a church 
(which houses the post office), a row of 
almshouses and a pub called the Fitzwalter 
Arms.    
It is a typical estate village with an air of 
coherence and timelessness.  Visitors to 
Goodnestone House can, if they wish, watch 
any cricket match in progress from a seat on 
the Lower Terrace.  The pitch is on the edge 
of a parkland of oak, sweet chestnut and lime 
trees.  House martins and swallows can be 
seen hawking for flies above the cricket field.   
The former nest under the eaves of the 
Georgian house and the latter on beams in 
various outbuildings on the estate.  The 
persistent calls of young rooks can be heard at 
their nesting site in a nearby clump of 
sycamore trees.  Refreshments can be had at 
the Fitzwalter Arms and in the Old Coach 
House after the payment of a modest entry fee 

to Goodnestone Park Gardens.   
 

The cricket pitch at Leeds, near Maidstone, is 
in the grounds of Leeds Castle and within the 
sound of the bells of St Nicholas’ Parish 
Church.  The turrets of the castle can be seen 
peeping through the trees in the valley of the 
diminutive River Len and spectators have a 
view, on the horizon, of the long line of the 
North Downs.  Adjoining the pitch is parkland 
of oak, beech, sycamore and horse chestnut 
trees, in the shade of which sheep shelter from 
the heat of the day.  Just within the boundary 
of the pitch is a large, old common lime which 
sprouts nests of side shoots at its base and 
around burrs on the trunk.  Now that the 
common lime at the St Lawrence Ground at 
Canterbury has come down, the specimen on 
the Leeds pitch appears to be unique in Kent.   
Any ball which is hit into the tree and which 
fails to find its way to the ground is declared a 
six.  On a pleasant May day, one can typically 
hear the calls of swifts as they chase each 
other around the tower of Leeds church and, 
from the direction of the parkland, the wing- 
claps of wood pigeons and the occasional 
“yaffle” of a green woodpecker.  The loud 
calls of barnacle and Canada geese flying 
above the waters surrounding Leeds Castle 
can often be heard.  Refreshments for 
spectators are to be had at the George Public 
House in Leeds village.     
 

Milstead is a hamlet in the North Downs to 
the south of Sittingbourne.  It is surrounded  
by coppiced woodland and cherry, apple and 
pear orchards.  The woodland is actively 
managed by the Torrey Hill Estate which 
converts sweet chestnut poles into various 
forms of fencing.  A by- product of this 
management is that, in the spring, the woods 
sport spectacular displays of bluebells as well 
as a good show of wood spurge, greater 

Nature Notes 
(Joe Ennis) 
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CANNON 

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD 
 

WOODEN SHUTTERS  - BLINDS  
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS  

01634 582116 
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk 



 

 

stitchwort, red campion and yellow archangel.   
Although newly created cherry orchards with 
dwarf stock now predominate in the area, a few 
old orchards, with standard trees, under which 
sheep graze, have survived.  Such a 
combination, once common in Kent, is 
gradually disappearing.  The cricket pitch at 
Milstead lies in a slight depression at the heart 
of the village and is surrounded by oak, horse 
chestnut, ash, sycamore and field maple trees.    
The cricket club was founded in 1857 and has a 
pavilion and a score- keeper’s hut which are 
both thatched.  As I sat on the boundary during 
one May visit to the pitch the predominant 
sounds, apart from the crack of leather on 
willow, were the calls of a few remaining 
immature rooks clinging tenaciously to the 
uppermost  branches of a rookery next to the 
church of St Mary and the Holy Cross.  The 
rookery was spread between a large, evergreen 
holm oak and an adjoining spinney of wych 
elm trees.  A quintessential sign of spring was 
once an active rookery in the English elm trees 
of a village church yard.  As a result of Dutch 
elm disease, that kind of scene is but a memory, 
certainly in Kent.  But, at Milstead, one can still 
sit in a country church yard and listen to the 
sounds of a rookery in nearby elm trees, albeit 
wych elms rather than English elms.  Visitors  
to Milstead Cricket Ground can obtain 
refreshment at the Red Lion Inn in Rawling 
Street, Milstead.   

June in the Wilder Garden 
(Victoria Golding) 
Gardening for a Wilder Kent advisor 
 

What a season we are having!  From no rain to 
speak of in April, to a May that was wet and 
very cold.  Many of my plants are six weeks 
behind, so to talk about what will happen in 
June is crystal ball territory!  The abundance of 
rain has given me a lushness that I don’t 
normally see and I’ve been thinning my stone 
fruit so the branches do not break.  I am pruning 
the perennials, (known as the “Chelsea chop”, 
as this is usually the time of year for the 
Chelsea Flower Show). I’m even moving some 
that have outgrown their homes because the 
ground is so wet! I am mulching with some 
more of my sieved compost.  I love seeing the 
little red worms that have digested all the 
shreddings that help balance the heaps.  If your 
compost looks slimy, you need more woody 
material and paper.  If it is in a sheltered place, 
like mine, make sure it isn’t too dry. 
At last I have seen Holly Blue butterflies.  As 
we have both holly and ivy in our garden, we 
usually have a good population but land 
adjacent to us has been redeveloped for housing 
and good insect habitat removed.  I feared our 
little outpost was not going to be enough, but 
maybe I was too pessimistic and it was the cold 
and wet weather affecting them.  Flowering 
trees and shrubs are wonderful for pollinators.  
Try to cultivate a different shrub for flower all 
year round. Make a photographic record, month 
by month, to see when the seasonal gaps are. 
 

Plant of the month  
There is always room for another lavender.  No 
room in the border?  Get a big pot!   
“Gros Bleu” is the best for bees.   
 

Job of the month 
Did you try No Mow May?  Try to keep it 
going in areas with wild flowers and patches of 
tall grasses.  You could have grasshoppers later 
in the summer and wouldn’t the children love 
that!   
Visit one of our Wilder Gardens for inspiration. 
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-gardens 
 

I hope you have a lovely June, with lots of 
sightings of wildlife. 
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N.P.SUMMERFIELD 
20 Years Experience  

CARPENTER 
Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors 

32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,  
Kent. ME8 0SN 

Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269 

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations 

Insured and Registered 

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING 

No Job too small— free estimates 

Neil Mace 
19 Gayhurst Close                    01634 312633 
Rainham                                     07792 244 315 
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CL DECORATORS 
Complete Painting & Decorating Service 

Interior / Exterior 
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing 

For Your Free No Obligation Quote 
 

12 De Mere Close, Rainham 
01634 261913    Mobile 07900 190564 

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc. 
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED  

BY SQUADMATIC 
Free call out 

OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105 

WHY MISS WORK ? 

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E 

ATKINSON BOILER CARE 
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist 

 
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems. 
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.  

 
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.    

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 
www.loveyourboiler.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape shape 
 

£30 per month 
£84 for 3 months 

Email af@thenet.uk.net 
or call Hamish 01634 310011 

 

9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday 

 
CALLAWAY 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring 
*General Home Improvements  

For your FREE ESTIMATE 

Call  07950 613 385  

http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk
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5 Star rated 
by Local Authority 
Individual luxury heated chalets 
Larger pens available to accommodate up 
to four cats from the same household 
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please. 

www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk  
 

 
MEDWAY 24 HOUR 

PLUMBING  
Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves 

Taps Repaired/ Replaced 
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages 

No Job Too Small 
FAST, AFFORDABLE, 

RELIABLE  
All Work Guaranteed 

Fully Insured 

01634 301711  

Medway Music Association  
In partnership with Dynamics, the Medway 
Music Education Hub CIC provides and sup-
ports a range of events and music services to 
Medway Schools and young musicians of 
Medway. 

They have recently announced their exciting 
virtual End of Year Celebration which has 
opportunities for all Medway musicians, KS1, 
KS2 and Secondary Schools and Academies, 
MMA Music Centre and Instrumental  
Ensemble members. 
If you are a Medway musician they would love 
you to get involved.  For full info visit  
www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk/
themedwaymusiccelebrationfestival2021 
 

MMA will soon be announcing their plans for 
this years Summer Festival 2021. 
For any enquiries about MMA’s opportunities 
please contact  
info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk 

Rainham Community Orchard 
 

Delicious Apple Juice only £3.00 per litre bottle 
is available from: 
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road 
Riverside Country Park, Lower  Rainham  
Berengrave Service Station, Lower  Rainham 
Rd 
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers,  
Fairview Avenue 
Mierscourt Farm Shop, Mierscour t Rd 
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch 
Rainham Community Orchard - Tues & Thurs 
10am-12 
All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust and 
other conservation charities. 

Rainham Bereavement Friendship 
Groups Q.A.V.S 

 

We normally meet every Friday morning at the 
Millennium Centre for a cuppa.  We help those 
who have lost their spouse or partner so come and 
make new friends who understand how you feel. 
At the moment we are keeping in contact and 
introducing new members to each other until we 
can meet again. 
 

Contact Julie on 01634 364309 for more details. 

https://www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk/themedwaymusiccelebrationfestival2021
https://www.medwaymusicassociation.co.uk/themedwaymusiccelebrationfestival2021
mailto:info@medwaymusicassociation.co.uk


 

 

Bredhurst Bodyshop 
Car & commercial – Paintwork & repairs 

Insurance work undertaken 
 

bumper repairs, scratches and dents  
Call for a free quote.  

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS  
01634 264753 

Come and Visit Us in Our New  
Carpet and Curtain Showroom 

Free advice and Quotations  
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham 

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS 
Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts  

for straight or curved stairs. 
 Tel Mr Derek Organ on  

01634 374524  
or  

07850 262 156  
for a free estimate. 

The Door Doctor 
UPVC Specialist 

Handles, hinges & locks replaced 
24 hour emergency door opening 

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs 
01634 263539 
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V E WHITE & CO.  Solicitors 
10 Parkwood Green  Rainham  ME8 9PN 

Medway (01634) 376555 
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and 

business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,  
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,  

Tenancy, Employment and Immigration. 
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation – from £150.00 plus VAT  

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk 

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, 
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 

Light demolition     Licensed Waste Carrier 
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc 

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Kent Garage Doors 
Your friendly local experts 

Electric Roller Doors, Automation, 
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors, 

All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates. 

01634 511571   01795 459105 
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296 

 
Electrical Vehicle Charging Points 

OLEV Approved Installer 
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based) 

 
www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

01634 235465 or 07592 577521 
 E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk 

 
THIS SPACE AVAILABLE 

Square or Landscape Shape 
 

£30 per month / £84 for 3 months   
Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk  

or call 07835 859 846 

http://www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk/
mailto:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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The Co-op Treats (cont. from May) 

As told to Maggie Francis by the late Alan Major 
 

The children with ‘tickets’ would sit in long rows 
across the grass at the Rec and volunteer lady mem-
bers of the Rainham Co-op Women’s Guild would 
walk along with large wicker clothes baskets filled 
with sandwiches, bread and butter, buns and slices of 
various different cakes. They would be followed by 
other lady helpers carrying long white enamel jugs  
of tea to be poured into the dozens of outward thrust 
cups and mugs. 
When the children had finished eating, members’  
children could also have free rides on the swings,  
roundabout, coconut shies, hoopla and other side-
shows. The children of the non-members had to pay 
for the privilege of sitting down to eat and enjoy the 
swing rides etc. The ‘Treat’ was aimed at being a 
perk for Co-op membership. 
Penfold’s Fair, with a magnificent roundabout and 
all the rides, was an attraction along with the side-
shows at the ‘Treat’ and set up on the Rec. There 
were running races, egg and spoon and sack races 
for boys and girls whose parents had obtained 
tickets from the Co-op previously for them to 
enter. Races for adults were held after Tea or in 
the early evening, the winners receiving ‘useful 
prizes’. 
What would seem nowadays to be a somewhat  
amusing contest on ‘Treat’ day in the 1930s was to 
clean a silver spoon which had been made really 
black and tarnished. Alan recalls, ‘The spoon, along 
with a yellow cloth and a tin of C.W.S. Silvo polish 
was laid out for each competitor and on the word 
‘go’ the children started to clean vigorously. A time 
limit was set after which the judges judged for 
cleanliness and brightness. The prize? A big  
package of C.W.S. products - brass polish, silver 
polish, polishing cloths, blacking etc.! 
Maypole dancing was another attraction in the 
1920s with beribboned, white-dressed local girls 
trained by a Mrs Brunning whose father, Mr  
Bardon, was President of the Rainham Co-op at the 
time. It was such an exciting day and so enjoyed by 
the local population of Rainham and those living in 
Upchurch and Lower Halstow. Sadly Co-op  
involvement with the ‘Treats’ ended before the 
1939 War but it was a fun day with crowds of lively 
people enjoying themselves.  
 

An extra perk enjoyed by the local children of the 
Council School in Solomon Road, was on the  
Monday after the ‘Treat’. As soon as they left their 
classes for dinner they raced to the corner of the 
Rec and on their hands and knees turned over every 
blade of grass, in the hope of finding dropped coins.  
Sometimes they were rewarded with pennies and 
halfpennies but just occasionally a shiny silver  
sixpence  was found half trodden into the turf! 

Dates for the Diary 
It is so good to see events starting to be re-
arranged again!  What a long time we have  
waited. 
Don’t forget, any organisation can request an 
entry in the diary - free of charge by contacting: 
diary@actionforum.co.uk 
 

5th June 10.00 - 16.00 Tyland Barn  
Introduction to Solitary Bees  
Fees or donations apply and booking essential. 
Introduction to the ecology and identification of 
solitary bees, with a mixture of classroom and 
field sessions  
 

6th June - Riverside Country Park volunteer Sun-
day 
11th June - Rainham Bereavement Friendship 
Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 
364309 
15th June -  Riverside Country Forum meeting 
7pm.   Contact ‘yournew@medway.gov.uk’ 
18th June - Rainham Bereavement Friendship 
Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 
364309 
25th June - Rainham Bereavement Friendship 
Group 
Millennium Centre, Rainham   Ring Julie 01634 
364309 
4th July - Riverside Country Park volunteer Sun-
day 
1st Aug - Riverside Country Park volunteer Sun-
day 
15th Aug - Berengrave Nature Reserve volunteer 
Sunday 

 
Volunteer Distributors  
needed for:                             
Rainham   Mardale Close, Wakeley Rd (Station 
Rd - Concorde Pub), Scott Ave, Sutton Close, Low-
er Rainham Rd (Berengrave - Pump Lane) Motney 
Hill, Aveley Court 
Parkwood area   Clavell Close 
Upchurch    Wallbr idge Lane, Poot Lane/ poultry 
farm, Wetham Green/Ham Green 
 

We also need emergency cover for sickness & 
holidays 
If you can help please call Anne Neeves on 07791 
585 998 for more information or email  
distribution@actionforum.co.uk (please include 
your phone number) 



 

 

 
TAURUS LOCKS 
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER 

 

24 Hour Service (No call out charge) 
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry 
Domestic and Commercial Work 

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded 
Rainham Based 

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates 
O.A.P. Discounts 

So call today for a great deal, peace of 
mind and security 

 

Phone Brian 01634 351244 
Mobile: 07775 423744 

Small Ads 
Price:     £2.50 per  line per  month  

Box Ads: £30.00 per month 

£84.00 3 months paid in advance 

Please email wording & your address 

to adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
 
LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist 
Varied massage treatments available  
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com 
M: 07523532784 
Facebook: LRsportsmassage.   
 
MOWERS serviced & sharpened. 
Free collection – very prompt. Call 
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.  
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com 
 
GARDEN FENCING, WINTER Tidy-
Ups. ALSO General garden 
maintenance, Mowing, strimming, 
pruning, weeding. Local. 
Call John 07917 108 867 
 
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270 
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk 
 
J. DIDDAMS DECORATING 
All aspects of painting both interior 
& exterior. High quality at reasonable 
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253 
 
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES. 
No call out fee.  
Bathroom and Kitchen refits.  
Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254 
 
RALPH THE GARDENER. 
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning, 
planting, digging and tidying. 
Competitive rates. 
07415 151 015 or 01634 361505. 
 
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods 
£80/m³ (≃250 logs), ½m³ £45 
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081 
 
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL 
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings. 
Facilities for the Disabled. Attractive 
Setting –Ample car parking.  
To book phone 01634 364859. 
 
INTERIOR DECORATOR.  
Quality guaranteed.  
Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157  
for a free no obligation estimate. 
 

 
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,  
Lawns mowed and general garden 
maintenance in Hempstead and 
Wigmore area. Please call 
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866  
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,  
Payroll. If you have a problem  
just give us a call. We come to you and the 
first consultation is free. 
Phone Michael on 01634 304948. 
 
GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR 
own garden. Professional & friendly. 
Contact Eva www.gardenity.co.uk 
 
LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE 
classes. In line with Government 
guidelines we are hoping to start private 
lessons in April & then small bubble 
groups to follow. Come join our friendly 
school & learn something new! Contact 
Julie on 07983397439  
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk 
 
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP Parkwood Green, 
Rainham. ME8 9PN.For details of 
church services and activities please go 
to www.PCFbaptist.co.uk  
or phone the Administrator, Mrs Betty 
Abraham 01634 372384. 
 
S.W GARDENING SERVICES  
Lawns mowed and general 
maintenance including gutter cleaning  
Please call 07572 954145  
 
C&J CLEARANCE   Houses, 
Garages lofts, sheds gardens cleared.   
Green waste shredding. Individual  
items or complete houses. Rubbish  
clearance carried out efficiently.  
Professional, reliable, prompt  
& friendly service. Free estimates.  
No job too small. KCC & Environment  
Agency registered. 01634 261749  
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.  
 
DENTURE REPAIRS 
While you wait service by established 
quality Rainham Laboratory.  
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766 
   
 

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.  
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859 
 
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN 
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am 
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall. 
Further details from 
 07434 672418. 
 
THE WINDOW WIZARD. 
Replacement glass, hinges & handles. 
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.  
 
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free 
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services 
11am (with children’s activities) and 
6.30pm, For details of other weekly 
meetings including children's and youth 
work please see our website : 
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk  
Visitors are always welcome.  
Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187 
. 
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs 
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable 
prices. Call Margaret  
01634 363315 / 07766 980 732 

Centre, Wigmore – modernised centre 
with main hall, meeting rooms and 
kitchen available for hire. Disabled 
access and hearing aid loop.  
To book phone 01634 235507.  
 
Free 24-hour listening support 
When life is tough, Samaritans are here 
to listen at any time of the day or night. 
You can talk to them about anything 
that's troubling you, no matter 
how difficult. 
Call free on 116 123 or visit the 
Samaritans website  
 
JUST STARTED A NEW 
BUSINESS OR NEED TO TELL 
PEOPLE YOU ARE TRADING 
AGAIN AFTER LOCKDOWN?  
Action Forum is delivered to 20,000 
homes  in the Rainham area each 
month 
These line ads are just £2.50 per line per 
month. Email your wording to 
adverts@actionforum.co.uk 
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Profits from Action Forum are 

always distributed between a 

number of charities. 

More recent recipients have 

been St Margaret's,  

St Matthews, as well as  

Tools with A Mission 

http://www.gardenity.co.uk
http://www.PCFbaptist.co.uk


 

 

 
Whiskers Lodge Cattery 

Willis Cottages, Dunn Street, 
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA  

 
Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of 
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for 
cats only.  
A completely new cattery, fully compliant with 
all new legislation. FAB accredited care 
provided.   
Viewings welcomed by appointment.  
 

Contact:  Nichola 
Telephone: 01634 235032 

Email: info@whiskerslodge.com 
Web:  www.whiskerslodge.com 

LOCKSMITH 
call  

Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk 
  

for a trusted locksmith and 
carpentry service for all your 

doors and windows. 
UPVC/timber.  

 
Tel 07986 464970 
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DAVID WHITE 

Boilercare  
 • Member of Gas Safety Register 
 • All Boiler Servicing & 
     Maintenance undertaken, 
   New Systems Fitted 
 • Landlord Gas Safety Reports 
 • Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted & 
   Serviced 
 • 24hr Emergency Service with 
 
    NO CALL OUT FEE 

Medway 376929 
Engineer 07956 630003 

Grooming by 
Honey  

Qualified, professional 
one to one Grooming 

for your cats 
and dogs  

Fully insured 
For an App. call 

 
07745 329873  

 

 

SUNBURST BOOKS 
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 

ME8 7RS   01634 261643 

 
 OPEN 10am to 2pm  

Mon - Sat 
only to customers wearing face covering, 

in line with government guidelines. 

 
We have a wide ranging stock of  

donated second hand books, DVDs,  
VHS and vinyl. Also local history 

books and books by local authors. 
 

Apple Juice stockists for 
Rainham Community Orchard 

 
We would like to open longer hours  
but need more volunteers to serve  

in the shop. If you can help please call  
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335   

or email sunburstbooks@gmail.com 

 



 NICK EASTER – CARPENTER 
Kitchen design and fitting  

Extensions – Bathrooms – Doors  

Fitted Wardrobes – Plastering.  

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets  

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate: 
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285 

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham 

  Hallett’s 
  Plumbing & 
  Heating  

     

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns 

01634 370697  07711 362898 

H 
P 
H 
Est 
1983 

Chris Hallett 

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS 

For free estimates telephone: 01634 375069 
No Job too LARGE or SMALL – We do them “all” 

Est. 1971 
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In time of need … 

 
Funeral Directors 

A private family owned and run business 
• 24 hour Personal Service • Home visits if preferred • Private Chapels of Rest
• Monumental Masons • Pre-arranged Funeral Plans • Horse Drawn Hearse available

JOHN WEIR 

01634 373111 
130-132 High Street

Rainham
Kent ME8 8AR 

01634 855558 
127 Watling Street 

Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY 
Car parking available 

01634 408777 
25 New Road, Chatham 

Kent ME4 4QJ 
Car parking available 

01634 386999 
31 Parkwood Green 

Parkwood 
Kent ME8 9PW 

HOGWOOD Electrical 
Extra lights, sockets,  

fuse boards & full rewires 
Periodic inspections, 
NICEIC Registered 

Call John of  Wigmore 

on 01634 366145  or  07799 412 819 

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




