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Hempstead - in the 1920°s? If any readers are able to date it more
accurately or tell us about the history of the buildings please email
editor@actionforum.co.uk. It would also be interesting to learn more
about the car.
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Editorial

As I write April so far has been mostly dry with
plenty of sun but, with winds from the east and
north, much colder than we expect with no change
forecast for the last week of the month. Not good for
gardeners wanting to get planting but wild flowers
and fruit trees have been glorious. Plums and their
relatives in the hedgerows came first, now pears are
at their best and soon apples will be out. This would
be a good time to go and walk round the Rainham
Community Orchard on the junction of Bloors Lane
and the Lower Rainham Road. It is open to the
public Tuesday and Thursday mornings 10.00 to
12.00. They have their wonderful apple juice for sale
at £3.00 a litre bottle. A good time too to go walking
in the countryside as many of you are doing. There
are carpets of wood anemones to be found and these
will soon be followed by the bluebells.

If the current trend in Covid infections falling
continues we could have most limits on social
gatherings lifted by the end of June. A combination
of most people observing the lockdown rules and the
success of the vaccination programme is starting to
bring life back to normal in this country.
Unfortunately the same is not the case in much of the
world so there remains a risk that it could flare up
again in this country making it very difficult for
anybody to organise big events with confidence.
Copy date for our June issue is 24th May. If you are
planning to hold an event in June or July please
email the details to diary@actionforum.co.uk and we
will print them in the next issue. There is no charge
for charities and voluntary organisations. If in
normal times you were holding regular meetings and
now plan to resume please send us the details and we
will print them. Are you open to new members?
Again let us know so we can tell our readers.

Elizabeth Poynter and Alan Stockey both
responded to my appeal last month for assistant
editors. Both are long term residents of Rainham and
readers of AF. I will be handing this column over to

them next month so they can tell you something of
themselves and anything else they want to talk
about. If anybody else would like to join the
editorial team they would be welcome. Or perhaps
you see yourself as a roving reporter ferreting out
local groups who would benefit from some
publicity in AF or looking for old photographs and
interesting snippets about Rainham in the past.

We also had a good response to the appeal for
distributors. The list this month, on page 14, is
shorter.

A Rainham Spectacular in 2022?

Next May will see the 50th anniversary of the first
Rainham Spectacular in Cozenton Park. A number
of people have said to me they would like to see it
revived. A well planned event suitably publicised
could attract 10,000 people and raise a lot of money
for good causes. Planning for it should probably
start no later than September. Are there enough
people in Rainham to take on such a large task? If
you would consider joining the team please email
your contact details to hamish@actionforum.co.uk

Garden Pesticides

This month I received a glossy catalogue from a
company trading as Garden Bird claiming to be
“UK’s No 1 Quality Bird Food Supplier” with a
slogan on the front cover “Saving Britain’s
Wildlife Together”. In the back it contained four
pages of garden chemicals and bags of compost.
One of the products is “Bug Clear” which kills “all
major pests”, listing a number of insects and
caterpillars in general. They do not mention bees,
ladybirds and butterflies because many people
would not use a spray if they realised it killed them.
We have lost at least 50% of our insects since 1970
including bees and other pollinators for our food
crops. Insects are important as food for our garden
birds, especially at this time of year when many
seed eating birds feed insects to their chicks.

I believe a large number of the gardeners who
use pesticides do so without realising the damage
they are doing to the environment. To help educate
them I am planning to start a national campaign to
have warning messages printed on all pesticide
packaging. The tobacco industry has had such a
measure forced upon them. It needs to be carefully
planned and will need people experienced in all
kinds of media campaigning. If you would like to
volunteer to be part of it please email me on
hamish@actionforum.co.uk



judged on looks, poise, deportment and grooming.

The Rainham SpectaClﬂaI‘ Vouchers to the value of £50, £20 and £10 were the
In the late 1960s The Rainham and Wigmore prizes presented by Debenhams to the winner and
Community Association held their activities in the runners-up.

Old School at the top of Station Road which was The Miss Rainham contest was still featured in

scheduled for demolition to make way for the new 1981 when Kim Unger was crowned Miss Rainham in
Rainham Shopping Centre. New premises were  that year. Kim said: “I was in two minds whether to
urgently needed. In late 1969 a ‘For Sale’ board enter, but my mum talked me into it. I really enjoyed
appeared on Wakeley’s old Oast House and my year as Miss Rainham and recall being asked to
granary alongside the station. With support and  attend a number of events and meetings representing
assistance from Gillingham Council, KCC and the Town. I remember very little of the day other than
others, the Rainham and Wigmore Community we were held in a Vintage bus, prior to the
Association (RaWCA) purchased the old industrial,  competition”.
agricultural building in 1970. Over the next few years Runners up to 22 year old Kim, were Sarah March (17)
it was transformed by many volunteers into the who came 2nd and Jane Kerr
Community Centre. This was an expensive project (19) who was 3rd.
so much fundraising was required.
For twenty years the core of this was the
Rainham Spectacular held in Cozenton Park on the
last Saturday in May. The first was held in 1972 and
despite rain and a force eight gale was attended by
8000 people. The main attractions over the years
included sky divers, hot air balloons, different army
marching bands, large numbers of vintage cars and
traction engines, rides on a miniature railway a
funfair and much more.
The emphasis was on people enjoying themselves and
supporting the whole of the local community, not just
RaWCA. Local artists had a large exhibition of their ;
work_ and many local plubs and societies took stalls to Fun times at the Rainham Spectacular
publicise what they did, attract new members or ran
sideshows to raise funds for themselves.
One feature at the Spectacular for several years

was a Miss Rainham competition

In 1976 the programme for the Rainham Spectacular

reported “Following last years highly successful

contest we are again running the Miss Rainham

Spectacular Beauty Contest with help and

sponsorship  from the Evening Post and

Debenhams”.

Entry was for anyone between the ages of 16 and 26.

The competitors were to be in daywear and would be
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Memories of Rainham Past
by John Austin

To my way of thinking Rainham has never been the
same since the old C. of E. School with its flint
walls, outside staircase and turret bell-tower at the
top of Station Road (once White Horse Lane) was
pulled down. Fortunately the Church still
dominates the skyline.

During 2020 Action Forum featured memories of
growing up in Rainham from several widely-spread
correspondents. I was born in a cottage still
standing at the lower end of Maidstone Road, for
many years known as Bredhurst Lane. My birth
certificate records the district as ‘Gillingham’ but
six years earlier it would have been stamped
‘Milton Regis’. Regis means royal: Milton had
been owned by Kentish Kings as far back as
William the Conqueror. Why the change?

Prior to 1929 Rainham had its own Water Board,
and a Fire Service dating back to 1901 — but no
main drainage. In that time the population of
Rainham had almost doubled, and as growth
continued it was feared that current methods of
emptying privies were contaminating the subsoil in
some areas. Milton Rural Council considered that
extending their own drainage system as far as
Rainham would cost over £20,000, far too
expensive for Rainham to afford.

There had already been suggestions from
Rainham’s Parish Council that the small town
should amalgamate with the neighbouring
Borough of Gillingham, which had a population of
57,000. Gillingham Council agreed. Although this
would mean an increase in rates for Rainham’s
citizens, the proposal also offered other advantages
including widening the High Street and building a
Town Hall, so the deal was settled.

In 1939 my parents had just completed the
purchase of a house at what was then the lower end
of Hawthorne Avenue; there were then only fields
of cabbages and potatoes beyond. So when I
started school at the beginning of 1940 it was at

Twydall Infants. Frank, a couple of years older,
attended Byron Road School. Though it was only
about half a mile from our home as the crow flies,
there was no direct path; I had to walk up to the
A2, turn right as far as Twydall Lane, then north
down to Romany Road - about 1% miles. Frank’s
journey was even longer, and we had to make the
journey four times a day. A campaign begun by my
mother and her neighbour for a more direct route
eventually led to a proper footpath across the
allotments to Romany Road.

The period between September 1939 and May 1940
became known as the ‘phony war’. No bombs fell,
but gas masks were issued, ration books
introduced, air raid shelters were erected and
sandbags piled up round important buildings. Early
in 1940 Andersen shelters, in the form of
corrugated iron sheets, were delivered by the
council to Hawthorne Avenue. There was no
charge for families where the husband or father,
like ours, was in the Forces. But how was Mum to
dig the hole, which needed to be three feet deep?
Fortunately the two teenage sons of the Howland
family from Pump Lane came to the rescue. Mum
herself, after a brief lesson in brick-laying from Mr
Howland, built the blast wall in front of the
entrance.

The phony war ended abruptly at the end of May
with the mass evacuation of troops from Dunkirk. I
can just remember standing near the viaduct in
Pump Lane watching the Red Cross trains go by,
but of course did not appreciate their significance.
As the Battle of Britain raged over East Kent in late
summer most people were not expecting air raids
on London or beyond — they still thought the war
would be over by Christmas. With Dad away,
Mother and the two of us were left on our own in
Hawthorne Avenue. Her sister Ethel, who lived in
Ealing, thought we might feel lonely, so invited us
to join her family there. The house in Hawthorne
Avenue could be let.

Aunt Ethel’s house, one of a pair of semi-detached
houses, was already fairly full. As well as her
Continued on page 5
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husband, who was something in the city, going
off each morning with a rolled-up umbrella and a
bowler hat, but medically unfit for active service,
there were also their daughter Joy (14), Cousin
Renée (18) and Grandad, in his mid-70s. Mum
was fitted in somewhere, but Frank and I slept
next door. This half of the pair was occupied by
Mrs Gardiner and her son Derek: her husband too
was away in the Forces.

Frank and I had just a short spell at school in
Ealing. We were sometimes escorted by Joy and
her friend Honor Blackman, who would later
become famous for her roles as Cathy Gale in
‘The Avengers’ and as Pussy Galore in
‘Goldfinger’. Soon we were taking shelter under
the stairs as raids reached Ealing, and it was
during one raid that the doorbell rang, and Aunt
Ethel opened it , expecting an ARP Warden
saying we were showing a chink of light. But it
was my father, in his Chief Petty Officer’s
uniform, on a very brief leave. The four of us
were able to have a photograph taken in a local
park, but what I really remember about his visit
was the clockwork train set he had brought with
him from Hamleys. Not long afterwards a
landmine blew the roof off the two houses,
though none of the residents were hurt. Mum
temporarily rented a nearby house — but then the
school was also hit.

Before he left Dad had told Mum to ensure our
safety by taking advantage of the evacuation
plans for school children which came into action
in October 1940. Frank and I were sent to
Cornwall where we were billeted at a farm. The
place had hardly changed since the end of the
previous century — no piped water, electricity or
main drainage. The privy was at the bottom of
the garden. Very occasionally my mother was
able to manage a visit, for she was now working
at home back in Hawthorne Avenue (she had
been warned by a neighbour in Kent that the

tenants there had done a moonlight flit, leaving it in
rather a mess) for the Royal Navy. Her job was
attaching collars to naval uniforms, delivering them
to the Dockyard when a batch was complete. But
following a visit in Spring 1942 she realised that
we were not being adequately fed or schooled, and
immediately took us back to Hawthorne Avenue.
But now Twydall schools were full, and we were
allotted places at the Council School [later
Meredale] in Solomon Road. Those of us who
went there remember affectionately our caretaker,
Mr Barratt, who would ladle our morning milk
ration from a churn into our tin mugs. His wife
was the redoubtable Ma Barratt

We boys were able to have our dinner at the only
school canteen in the area which was actually sited
in our playground. Dinners cost 3d each, but were
well worth the price because it meant more rations
for mums struggling to feed children at home. At
that time it was not overwhelmed by numbers, but
as more and more children sought places
restrictions had to be brought in. Only pupils living
more than a mile away from the canteen were
eligible for the meals, and those from the senior
school who lived in Upchurch or Lower Halstow
had priority. Because our mother was working, and
the length of our daily trek the two of us were still
allowed to have our mid-day meal there when we
moved to the Senior School in Orchard Street at
about the age of ten. Here our morning milk came
in one-third pint bottles, issued by the caretaker Mr
Dunn. At the end of morning and afternoon school
he would exchange his boiler suit for his police
uniform and become Special Constable P.C.Dunn.
Stationed at the junction with the High Street, he
made sure children crossed the main road safely.
En route to the canteen we straggled down past the
blacksmith where we might catch sight of a shire
horse being shooed or a red hot metal rim being
fitted on to a cart wheel, then crossed the main road
to Station Road. (The barbers at No. 47 charged
Continued on page 7
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only 4d. for a boy’s haircut as opposed to 9d. in
the High Street.) Opposite Webster Road, by the
terminus of the No. 2 buses of the Chatham and
District Motor Company in their brown and
cream livery, we passed the ironmonger’s shop
where pots and pans dangled in the doorway. As
we turned into Solomon Road the whiff of our
dinner became gradually more pungent as we
approached the canteen. This was a long wooden
hut in the playground, very close to the railway,
and it shook with every passing train. The smoke
from the engines, mixed with steam from the
kitchen, could make the room quite foggy.

In charge of the band of cooks, all ladies who had
served there since it had opened, was Mrs.
Barratt, more often known as ‘Sergeant Major’ or
‘Ma’ Barratt. She was not very tall, but had a
voice that could be heard across the playground
when telling us to get into our two lines, boys and
girls separately. When I wrote about her in
Action Forum in May 2001 (AF 356) I had many
phone calls and personal visits from others who
remembered her with mixed feelings.

At the door we had to extend our hands, which
had to be clean enough to pass her inspection,
before being allowed inside. If they showed signs
of ink or paint,we were sent to scrub them before
rejoining the queue at the back. (It was rumoured
that even teachers had to show theirs.) Once into
the hall her voice level dropped dramatically as
she commanded us ‘Now say your grace,
dears’and we dutfully mumbled ‘For what we are
about to receive may the Lord make us truly
thankful’. But then it was back to her usual pitch
- ‘Elbows off the table’. “Sit up straight’. ‘No
talking’. We sat on forms, twelve to a table, and
a boy at the end might be deposited on the floor if
all his neighbours stood up at once while he was
still seated. Teachers sat at a separate table which
was covered by a white tablecloth. ]

The operation was run like clockwork. We were
allotted only half an hour to eat, and of course had
to finish everything on our plates. The food was
filling if not exciting. We might have shepherds
pie made with mince, stew, well-boiled cabbage
and swede, followed by milk puddingwith a dob
of jam, chocolate pudding or, our favourite, jam
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roly-poly and custard. These were boiled in
long cloths. The meat in the stew wasn’t top
quality, and one cheeky pupil offered to Mrs
Barratt a dead cat he’d seen on his way to
school. This earned him a telling off and a cuff
round the ear. There were two varieties of milk
pudding, semolina or tapioca. Supplies of the
latter, made from cassava root imported from
South America, were apparently limitless even
after the war ended. Ihave avoided milk
puddings ever since.

Letter

Shops in Station Road

I am writing to say how much I enjoyed Dick Grice’s
recollections of shops in Station Road in the
November edition of AF. It brought back many
memories of the people and smells associated with the
shops after so many years. [ was born in 1940 in The
Mackland Arms. My Mum and Dad, Norah and Joe
Gillman, ran the pub for over 20 years. My husband
and I now live in Dorset but Rainham will always be
“home” to me.

Dick finished his account by suggesting that others
may have fond memories of other shops that he
omitted. Between Henry street and William Street was
a little general shop run by Mrs Files. I can picture her
cutting outcoupons from customers’ ration bookswith
scissors secured to the counter with string. I was told
my sister once took me in my pram to Mrs Briggs
sweetshop. She was enjoying her purchases so much
she forgot to bring me home.

At 97, just above Briggs, Celia O’Brien ran a betting
shopfrom her front room where she sat at a high desk.
I was often tasked with dropping off a bet on the
horses written on a piece of paper wrapped round a
two shilling coin. At the top of Station Road just down
from the Co-op was another fish shop run by Mr and
Mrs Cracknell. Coming back down that side was an
off licence and next door a corn merchants run by Mr
Clout where I collected meal to add to cooked potato
peelings to feed our chickens. Another shop smell I
recall is boiling beetroot in Arnolds the greengrocers.
On the corner of Station Road and Hothfield, opposite
Arnolds, was Miles Bros Lemonade factory. Just down
from there was Dennis the butcher and another shop
on the corner with Solomon road but I cannot
remember what they sold.

Margaret Jordan
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Nature Notes

GARDEN NATURE NOTES FOR APRIL
“That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song
twice over// Lest you should think he never
could recapture// The first fine careless
rapture!”

From “Thoughts from Abroad” by Robert
Browning 1812 — 1889

During the fifteen years or so that my wife
and I have lived in our present house in
Wigmore, we have noted nineteen species of
birds in our garden, which is not a big one.
The species and numbers within the species
vary according to the time of day, the weather
and the season of the year. In persistent rain
or high winds, we may see no birds at all.
Our regular customers throughout most of the
year are a pair of blackbirds, a robin and
dunnock, two wood pigeons, and a number of
house sparrows and starlings and one long
tailed field mouse. We hang up containers of
mixed wild bird seed, sunflower seed, black
niger seeds, suet pieces and fat balls. We
place dried meal worms and suet pieces on the
ground and cover them with an RSPB cage,
which lets in birds up to the size of a
blackbird but keeps out wood pigeons, cats
and sparrow hawks. The blackbirds and the
robin respond to our rattling of the bags of
food as we put it out. Unfortunately, the
male blackbird considers that the food is in his
territory and drives off the robin and house
sparrows and any other blackbirds. He puts
up a good fight against any single starling, but
can eventually be overwhelmed by a number
of them. He is particularly defensive when
he has a mate on her nest. However, the
female exerts dominance over the male when
she is feeding herself or collecting crushed
meal worms or suet pieces for her young.

The two wood pigeons keep out of trouble by
picking up spilt seeds from the hanging
containers.

Our long- tailed field mouse (or wood mouse)
is light brown in colour, has large round ears
and large black eye balls. Wood mice,
mostly of the countryside, are not be to be

confused with house mice. The species was
seen on a BBCTV programme Autumn Watch
of some time ago where they had to find
peanuts or pieces of chocolate in a wooden
maze. They are normally nocturnal but our
mouse is quite relaxed in the light of day. It
is quite cheeky and will sit on its haunches in
the middle of the cage eating suet pieces with
its forepaws. It is a long time since we had a
very harsh winter, thank goodness: in recent
years our winters have been mild and so that
birds we may have expected to be attracted to
our gardens have remained in the countryside,
mainly feeding on seeds, fruits and berries.
Goldfinches, for example, will seek out the
seeds of thistles and burdock. By March,
however, much natural feed would have dried
up and woodland birds will appear, some
perhaps already paired up.

During the months up to and including April
this year we saw two pairs of goldfinch, and
one pair each of blue tit, great tit, long tailed
tit, coal tit, blackbird and greenfinch. It was
particularly pleasing to see the greenfinches,
which are now rare, due to a disease caught at
unclean bird tables. Sole appearances have
been made by dunnock, blackcap, wren,
carrion crow, magpie, jackdaw and sparrow
hawk. The dunnock is a shy bird that
normally creeps around in the undergrowth,
but our visitor has copied the house sparrows
in feeding on the mixed wild bird seed. The
blackcap may have been one of his species
that has over-wintered in this country. The
wren was regularly seen searching for insects
on pansies in a pot. The carrion crow and
magpie were attracted by the food under the
cage. The jackdaw came down on a number
of occasions to collect sheep’s wool from a
container hanging on a wall. The wool came
wrapped around our pre-cooked, frozen
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Christmas Dinner and would have been used to line
the jackdaw’s nest down somebody’s chimney. In
the countryside, jackdaws will collect wool caught

in barbed wire but will also attempt to pluck
nesting material directly from a sheep’s back.

During the spring of 2020, much to our delight and

surprise, a song thrush appeared out of the blue.

We assumed that it was a female because we had

heard no male singing in the near vicinity. It

turned up on most days but the male blackbird had

a particularly aggressive attitude towards the
newcomer. This aggression of the blackbird is

well known, and it is almost certainly because the
main natural food of both species is worms. Then,

one day, two thrushes appeared, but soon
disappeared for good.

Lane and the adjoining, busy Gillingham Link
Road.
thrush for about ten minutes. Birds Britannica

describes the bird’s song as being delivered with a
bold, loud, bell-like clarity. It is said that the song

thrush loves repetition. As Browning had

observed, the bird’s musical phrases are repeated at
least twice over. It will also try a phrase two or

three times and then discard it and try another.
Any song thrush able to sing well and with

imagination, and produce a number of variations,
has the best chance of impressing a potential mate.
I hope that, last Spring, not so far away, there was
a female song thrush, listening attentively, which

was duly impressed.
Joe Ennis

Do you suffer from IBS, bloating, tiredness,
insomnia, headaches, muscle / joint pain?
(Could you be suffering from a food intolerance but not sure what?
| offer a non intrusive food intolerance test along with a vitamin
and mineral deficiency test for £75 at my home in Hempstead.
Optional report following diagnosis, £35.

Call Jayne Wildish on 07826 847175
email: jayne@jaynewildish.co.uk
www.demeterwellness.co.uk

I did however hear and see
a song thrush singing, not long after, on the ridge
of a house just down the road, which or may not
have been one of our birds. Additionally, I both
heard and saw one which was once singing from
the top of a tall sycamore sapling overlooking both
the car park at the former Skoda Garage in Hoath

I stood there watching and listening to the

May in the wilder garden

As Spring moves on and we start to see more signs
of life in the garden, it is time to reconsider our
attitude to insects. We have very ingrained ideas of
what are “good” insects, like bees and colourful
butterflies, compared with “bad” insects, such as
aphids, caterpillars and wasps. If we want our
gardens to support nature, as we do with our bird
feeders, we have to look at the bigger picture. The
implication of this is that there are no bad insects.
We live within a very complex system where all of
us are interdependent. If one element is missing,
then another will take its place, or other elements
will disappear altogether. So, this May, cherish all
insects, take your poisons to the recycling centres
and let the balance return to your green spaces.
Take scale insects. I have been plagued with them
for several years, but now they are disappearing
from my garden. There are two reasons for this
that I can see. One is that [ am making sure my
shrubs and trees get a regular mulch and organic
feed. The second reason is that the sparrow
population is bigger than it has been for forty years,
aided by the feeding stations and the cover near
them. Sparrows hide in bushes and peck at the
insects that they find there, which has led to
healthier plants in the garden.

Plant of the month

As gardeners, we are always looking forward, so
towards the end of May I will be planting the seeds
for next year’s wallflowers. I find them tricky to
grow, but conversely, can never have too many.
The smell takes me back to my childhood, when I
walked through the war memorial gardens next to
my school. The triggering of memory through
scent is a great life-affirming joy for us.

Job of the month

Despite it being a cold spring, we have had very
little rain. Look at your downpipes to plan more
water butts. If the trend continues to wet winters
and dry summers, you will find them invaluable.
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-
your-garden-chemical-free-zone

Happy Gardening, Victoria Golding, Kent Wildlife
Trust, Voluntary Advisor

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business

Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured

Free Quotations

Contact Simon
Landline: 01634233724

P

Mobile: 07836610348
Email: Simontwigg@me.com
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA .
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pension Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa at:
Lombard Wealth Associates Limited
Office: 01634 264322 Mobile: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk www.theresaelsey.co.uk

TREE MANAGEMENT

: CHIPPING
e o LINDS A
“Frewooo & COMPANY

TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
w Proskey 01634 615455
Renovations Ltd

07721 365 630
www.hprbuilding.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£30 per month

£84 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish 01634 310011

9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

Foot Health Practitioner

Corns, Hard Skin, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care,
Athlete’s Foot, General Nail Cutting.

\In the comfort of your own home
T

/

rudy Boulton ren. rRu. McFHP. MBAFHP.

Fair Trader \ Tel: 01634 371910
= Mobile: 07903 793370
ATKINSON BOILER CARE CALLAWAY
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist HOME IMPROVEMENTS

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits

m No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
Il Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

10


http://www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Rainham Eco-Hub

The concept of a Rainham Eco-Hub started in May 2020
after two local mums Liz and Kayleigh decided to set up
a community, via a Facebook page, to connect locals that
wanted to do their bit for the environment.

Very quickly it was realised there was more interest than
originally envisaged and things snowballed from being
an online chat group about local environmental issues to
actually taking action. The group is now the umbrella
community organisation for all things environmental in
Rainham and can help connect you to wider groups with
similar aims of making Rainham greener and more sus-
tainable.

Lend € lend

www.LendandTend.com

Can'tgarden?
No problem!

Find someone who can!

Get help Garden-Share Grow Veg

Patch-Match &

Sharing your garden
Get garden-sharing.

can be mutually
beneficial.

Do you have an
unloved or under-
used garden? Or f ﬁ\\
can you no longer O \
love your garden 4
as you once did?

No garden? No
problem!

Tenders offer help in
exchange for room
to grow.

Get Patch-Matched,
garden-share and
cherish your garden
again.

Many people face
long allotment
waiting lists, or live
in homes without
gardens, who'd love
to Tend to a garden
space.

If youcan't
garden it, Lend it
and share your
garden with
someone else?

[~lendandtend@gmail.com

©@lendandtend
W @lendandtend  cm—

Local residents, schools, business's, and related interest
groups have since come forward to get involved and
have a direct positive impact on our town and its envi-
ronment. It has grown far bigger than we could ever have
imagined and currently there are 6 other Eco-Hubs
across Kent working and learning from each other.
Some of the groups helping transform our town include:
Rainham Litter hero’s, run by some lovely volunteers
encouraging and celebrating people keeping our town
tidy, and a community group called Friends of Rainham
Recreational Ground that have been able to install Med-
way'’s first willow den in the park. They have also creat-
ed a fairy trail through the town, encouraging families to
connect with nature and get them out exploring our won-
derful town. A business sponsored, rent-a-cup scheme, is
being trialled in Nutmegs, that is helping say “No!” to
the use of disposal cups.

Schools are also signing up to becoming an Eco School
through the national scheme, as well as St Margaret’s
church working towards an Arocha award, as an Eco
Church, for the part they play.

This year Liz and Kayleigh hope to be able to hold many
face-to-face events and festivals in Rainham, where
those that want to get involved can meet, and take part in
action locally. It is planned to offer more support, train-
ing and networking conferences for those that want to
take further steps and it is planned to launch a local
awards ceremony later in the year.
https://www.facebook.com/theecohubrainham/

Kayleigh Ward. St Margaret’s Church Rainham

Rainham Community Orchard

Apple Juice at £3.00 per litre bottle is available from
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7RS
Riverdide Country Park, Lower Rainham Road
Berengrave Service Station, Lower Rainham Road
Roebucks The Artisan Butchers, 153 Fairview Avenue
Mierscourt Farm Shop

Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch

Rainham Community Orchard Tues & Thurs 10am-12
All proceeds donated to Kent Wildlife Trust and other
conservation charities.

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

. RELIABLE to four cats from the same household
Fo’r:lajLL REPAIR SERVIQE All Work Guaranteed Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
prompt reliable service Fully Insured www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

|Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural
beauty

CATNAp

& 7 S&
5 Star rated EDHU®™
by Local Authority
Individual luxury heated chalets

Larger pens available to accommodate up

Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 01634 263539
ZAMMIT
ROOFING THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS .
55;}5 ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN Check
e % NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
TRADING Your Lotjal Reli;ble C_t:ntractor
ames Zammi

Fair Trader
APPROVED 01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Square or Landscape Shape
£30 per month / £84 for 3 months

Email adverts@actionforum.co.uk
or call 07835 859 846

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken
bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.

# B™ Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Website: www.linwoodhe.com

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Teleph : 01634 230261 H Electroni
01634 264753 Meo:ﬁe:og;S 0550 7338 ome Es'ﬁgﬁgomcs
STANNAH STAIRLIFTS V E WHITE & CO._Solicitors

10 Parkwood Green Rainham ME
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

8 9PN

L U K P H UR ST
Come and Visit Us in Our New

Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
OLEV Approved Installer
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based)

www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk
01634 235465 or 07592 577521
E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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The Co-op Treats

As told to Maggie Francis by the late Alan Major
The Kent Co-operative Societies had branches in
Rainham, Chatham, Rochester and Gillingham
and held their annual ‘Treat’, or ‘Fete’ for the
local population in local parks in each of the
towns.

The late Alan Major recalled the Rainham Co-op
‘Treat’ or ‘Fete’. He lived locally and his father
was employed as a shop assistant and roundsman
at the local Co-op Branch in Rainham.

He recalled tales in the December 1986 issue of
Bygone Kent, some of which are shared here.

‘At least as far back as 1910/11 up to 1915 a Co-
op ‘Treat’ had been held in Rainham Recreation
ground, with ordinary sports, races etc. Mr Henry
Samson the Co-op’s baker from 1896 to 1915,
made bread, swiss rolls and 15 inch long slab
cakes at Rainham’s Co-op bakehouse for these
‘Treats’.

In the 1920s the ‘Treat’ was also preceded by a
Carnival Procession through Rainham. Rainham’s
Co-op Carnival Procession started at Longley
Road, up Station Road, along the High Street and
Broad Walk to the ‘Men of Kent” and back again
but continuing down Station Road to the Recrea-
tion Ground. Children of Co-op members would
gather in Station Road and climb aboard the horse-
drawn carts and Motor vehicles to take part in the
Carnival. Local farmers and other Rainham busi-
nessmen loaned their horses and carts and lorries
for the purpose. These vehicles were suitably gaily
adorned with streamers and similar. In addition
there were floats advertising C.W.S. (Co-op
brand) goods. Prizes were received for the best
floats and best fancy dress costumes in a variety of
classes and the vehicles gradually dispersed for
the fun to continue on the Recreation ground. The
Co-op used to provide the coloured crepe paper
etc for anyone intending to enter in fancy dress as
either Co-op or non Co-op subjects or characters.
The last ‘Treat’ that had a preceding carnival was
held about 1931 after which the police refused
permission for it to be held on the High Street
route. After that he Co-op ‘Treat’ continued with
the help and support of those who had previously
been involved from the the Co-op employees and
families. Floats and Fancy Dress on the Rec and
the ‘Treats’ teatime party for the children contin-
ued.

Only the children of co-op employees and mem-
bers were entitled to the tea-time treat.

Kent Wildlife Trust Events

Mini gate hurdles workshop

Saturday 15th May 9.00 — 12.00 1.00 — 4.00 Fees
or donations apply and booking essential. Tyland
barn Learn how to make and take home a mini
version of the traditional Sweet chestnut hurdles
ideal for garden use as border edging, plant sup-
ports and dividing off parts of the garden
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events

Reptile Ecology and Survey Techniques
Saturday 22nd May 10.30 — 16.00

Fees or donations apply and booking essential.
Tyland Barn Discover how to identify reptiles and
learn about their habitat requirements. Then
search for reptiles in a nearby nature reserve.
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events
Introduction to Orchids

Saturday 29th May 10.00 — 16.00

Fees or donations apply and booking essential.
Tyland Barn What do you know about wild or-
chids: their life cycles, how they are pollinated,
relationships with fungi, where to find them, and
how to identify them? Discover all this and more
on this course, which includes field visits to or-
chid sites in mid Kent
www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events
Introduction to Solitary Bees NEW

Saturday 5th June 10.00 - 16.00

Fees or donations apply and booking essential.
Tyland Barn Introduction to the ecology and iden-
tification of solitary bees, with a mixture of class-
room and field sessions
ww.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events

Volunteer Distributors needed for
Rainham Mardale Close

Parkwood area

Lyall Way, Moyle Close, Nares Rd

Conrad Close, Collins Walk

Old Castle Walk, Small Parts of Long Catlis.

Clavell Close

Upchurch

Wallbridge Lane, Forge Lane, Poot Lane/ poultry farm,
Wetham Green/Ham Green

Also emergency cover for sickness & holidays

If you can help please call Anne Neeves on
07791 585 998 for more information or email
distribution@actionforum.co.uk (Please
Include your telephone number.)
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address
to adverts@actionforum.co.uk

LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist
Varied massage treatments available
E: lukeremmingtonsmt@gmail.com
M: 07523532784

Facebook: LRsportsmassage.

MOWERS serviced & sharpened.
Free collection — very prompt. Call
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com

GARDEN FENCING, WINTER Tidy-
Ups. ALSO General garden
maintenance, Mowing, strimming,
pruning, weeding. Local.

Call John 07917 108 867

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505.

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£80/m? (=250 logs), /om?® £45
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled. Attractive
Setting —Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859.
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to youand the
first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948.

GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
Contact Eva www.gardenity.co.uk

LATIN/BALLROOM DANCE
classes. In line with Government
guidelines we are hoping to start private
lessons in April & then small bubble
groups to follow. Come join our friendly
school & learn something new! Contact
Julie on 07983397439
www.latinfeverdance.co.uk

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP Parkwood Green,
Rainham. ME8 9PN.For details of
church services and activities please go
to www.PCFbaptist.co.uk

or phone the Administrator, Mrs Betty
Abraham 01634 372384.

S.W GARDENING SERVICES
Lawns mowed and general
maintenance including gutter cleaning
Please call 07572 954145

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established

quality Rainham Laboratory.
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
[O.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Mobile: 07775 423744

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable
prices. Call Margaret

01634 363315 /07766 980 732
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.

Free 24-hour listening support

When life is tough, Samaritans are here
to listen at any time of the day or night.
You can talk to them about anything
that's troubling you, no matter

how difficult.

Call free on 116 123 or visit the
Samaritans website

JUST STARTED A NEW
BUSINESS OR NEED TO TELL
PEOPLE YOU ARE TRADING
AGAIN AFTER LOCKDOWN?
Action Forum is delivered to 20,000
homes in the Rainham area each
month

These line ads are just £2.50 per line per
month. Email your wording to
adverts@actionforum.co.uk

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape
Shape
£30 per month / £84 for
3 months

Email
adverts@actionforum.co.uk

or call
07835 859 846
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SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
ME8 7RS 01634 261643

OPEN 10am to 2pm
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat

only to customers wearing face covering
In line with government guidelines.

We have a wide ranging stock of
donated second hand books, DVDs,
VHS and vinyl. Also local history
books and books by local authors.

Apple Juice stockists for
Rainham Community Orchard

We would like to open longer hours
but need more volunteers to serve
in the shop. If you can help please call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335
or email sunburstbooks@gmail.com

Medway Volunteer Workshop refurbishes
tools and sewing machines which are
then sent to Africa to help people start
sustainable enterprises

Collecting and preparing for
Tools with a Mission

Can you volunteer?

If you have practical skills and can commit to one or

more half days each week please get in touch - you
can make a real difference.

Medway Volunteer Worshop, Unit 4, 105 Hopewell
Drive, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7DX. Phone: 01634
670115 or email: mvw781@gmail.com
Medway Volunteer Workshop is a not-for-profit
organisation run by unpaid volunteers.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

LOCKSMITH

* Member of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

« Landlord Gas Safety Reports

« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

@ CERFACE®

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

If you are looking for : - Elegant,
Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles.

Porcelain - Marble - Ceramic
Mosaic - Stone - Glass.

ﬂ look no further!
Supply & Fit Service B8

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and

carpentry service for all your

doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Bob gives new life to solid oak
ex-whisky and wine casks
by turning them into planters,
dog beds and more!

07801 535 654
www.bobsbarrels.co.uk
Facebook: @bobsbarrels59

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
cats only.
A completely new cattery, fully compliant with|
all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

iewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichola)

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com)
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com}

Qualified, professional

Grooming by
Honey

one to one Grooming
for your cats
and dogs
Fully insured
For an App. call

07745 329873
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CALLAWAY KITGHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks, Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396 or 07970 678895

i@ Hallett’s
|l Plumbing&  /séfe
E Heating Chris Hallett
1983 www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Est. 1971 I I
poietedeRduzeeRupel;
5 MO N 2 iy
DO ~ [i - Iy EE’

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For o ssimates eprore: 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights, sockets,
fuse boards & full rewires
Periodic inspections,
NICEIC Registered

Call John of Wigmore
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

oomestic N
stauer (=]

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

FREE NO
@ CURTAIN & BIﬁEﬁEﬁJﬁCTURERS LTD) OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Fumnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@ecrystalcurtains.co uk, W: www crystalcurtains co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

JIn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

Funeral Dinectors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
¢ Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

® 24 hour Personal Service
¢ Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available

e Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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