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Rememberance Sunday ¢.2007

St Margaret’s Church was packed for Remembrance Day Services at this time. After the service
the whole congregation gathered on the A2 (all traffic was stopped) for the two minute silence and
the laying of wreaths. This year the major event to commemorate the sacrifices made will be road
by road with residents observing the two minute silence on their doorsteps at 11am on Sunday 8th
November. See article about the memorial and the Rainham men listed on it on page 3.

Photograph by Andy James of www.rainham-history.co.uk
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Editorial

We are back with a new team of volunteers. Anne
Neve and Geraldine Tomlin have taken on the task
of organising the distribution. Some existing
distributors have had to drop out but new
volunteers have come forward. Anne and
Geraldine have taken on a huge task and I am sure
they will still have some gaps by the time you are
reading this. If you are willing to help for an hour
or so each month please email your contact details
to distribution@actionforum.co.uk.

Advertising: Lewis Marshall is taking over paid
advertising when our new accounts programme is
set up and existing details are transferred to it. We
do have space for a few more both display and line
ads. See page 14 for prices.

Diary: Rachel Hough (our younger daughter) has
volunteered to be our diary keeper. Please send
entries to diary@actionforum.co.uk. During the
present crisis some of you are holding online
meetings. We will gladly print details including
how to book. Our next issue is December. Please
send in details of church services and other
activities by our copy date 20th November.

Rachel also works for The Net so if you want your
event to be listed in The Net’s online diary as well
as printed in AF you need only send a single email.

Website. For the first time AF has a website.
www.actionforum.co.uk

By the time you are reading this issue of AF it
should also be available online. We know that a
number of copies are posted each month to friends
and relatives who have moved away, some to
different parts of the world. If they have internet
access they should be able to read it on line or print
out a copy if they prefer paper. Our aim is to make
all 563 past issues available. With a suitable search
facility this would be a valuable resource for all

interested in Rainham history. One of our
advertisers, Mush of Mid-Kent IT (see p5), is also a
volunteer helping with computer matters including
the website. Scanning all the back issues is a huge
task so we are looking for volunteers to help and
perhaps learn new skills in the process

Editor: So far nobody has volunteered for this role
so I am acting as editor for the time being. Please
email hamish@actionforum.co.uk with your
number and I will call to discuss the role.

During the current crisis the pages usually used for
the diary will be available for the numerous
voluntary groups and charities in the area to tell us
something of what they do and if they are looking
for new members or volunteers. Perhaps you want
to start something and would like to find people to
join you.. Please email editor @actionforum.co.uk

National Service (RAF) Association.
As a National Service association we are becoming
a rather special band, getting fewer cach passing
year. After all, the youngest ex-National
Serviceman is now around eighty years of age. To
that end, I wish to contact all ex-National
Servicemen in our area, whatever branch of
service, with the aim of recording their details,
putting them in touch if they so wish, and, God
willing, perhaps arrange a meeting post-virus
which at present seems a long way off.

Chas. Atkins, secretary, National Service (RAF)
Association, Mid Kent Branch

Medway Geographical Society

Nov 27th - Costa Rica - a world of nature - Mick
White

Meetings are held on the 4" Friday of the month at
Twydall Church Hall, Twydall Lane. MES8 6TN and
begin at 7.30, New members will be welcome. Please
contact Mrs Lorna Bailey on 01634 572139 for further
details.

Rainham 84 Youth Football Club

Our club has been around since 1984 and continues to
go from strength to strength.

If you are looking for your child to get into football,
we have a number of teams across many age groups,
including a Soccer School that starts from age 3!
We currently have teams at:

U7, U8, U9, U10, Ull, U12, U5, U18 including an
all girls team at U12,

If you would like to check the availability of your
child’s age group, please get in contact:
recruitment@rainham84fc.co.uk

Article by Paul Bishop

THE RAINHAM, KENT, WAR MEMORIAL
FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914 - 1918

Rainham's war memorial at St Margaret's Church lists the names of 99 men who died between 1914-20.

The men of Rainham represented a variety of military Services. For example. 23 joined the Royal Navy, 12
served with the local, Buffs (East Kent Regiment), two men fought for Australia, and four represented Cana-
dian regiments.

Two men, Colour Sergeants Thomas Swan (AIF), and Francis Baker (Buffs) were awarded the Distinguished
Conduct Medal.

Details from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission reveal the ages of 69 of the Rainham men, which
ranged from 17 to 61years.

It also provided addresses and family details of many of the men who fell in the First World War, For exam-
ple, the memorial includes brothers, fathers, sons and husbands. At least 14 men lived in Station Road., six in
Ivy Street, and three from Tufton Road. Others lived in 'cottages' along Bredhurst Road, London Road and
other Rainham addresses still present today.

The Rainham men listed are buried locally, and throughout the world, including France, Belgium, India, Irag,
Egypt, Turkey and Russia. Many others have no known grave.

The loss 0f 99 Rainham men would have had a considerable impact on a small, closely knit population of
around 4000 people, dependent upon agricultural labour.

We can only imagine how the war touched the lives of so many Rainham families.

For example, see the following three men, who lived in William Street:-

Rank Name Service Age Date of Death Address

Pte.  Edmund Couchman, Royal Navy, 20, 27/5/15 69 William Street
Pte.  Albert Coppin, Lanc. Fus., 19, 24/5/15 53 William Street
Pte.  John Bolton Roval Sussex. 22 6/9/18 42 William Street

It can be seen, that these men were the same age when the Great War began, and lived nearby each other in
the same street.

Their loss would have been tragic for any family, particularly as the first two men died within three days of
cach other.

Rainham would have been continually affected by such casualties, which escalated as the war progressed. For
example, the Rainham memorial reveals 7 men lost in 1914, 15 men in 1915, 22 men in 1916, another 22 men
in 1917, 24 men in 1918, and 6 during 1919. Another two men recorded on the war memorial died in 1920,
Two Rainham men, died when HMS 'Princess Irene' was sunk on 27/5/15, and another three men were lost
when the Cruiser HMS "Natal' went down on the 30/12/15..

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

It may be of interest that 2nd Lieutenant Harold Greenhalgh recorded on the war memorial, was the Head-
master of the Rainham Council school. The Landlord of the local pub also lost a son.

The Rainham memorial records the names of those that died during the War. It does not include the wounded
or all those who also served during the First World War. [ am sure many local families, or those with a Rain-
ham connection, could add to these details and tell what they know of the experiences of those who returned.
Electoral registers would show where more of these people lived. Census and Parish records would reveal
more about their families. Local business directories would indicate their occupations. Newspapers of the
day may provide photographs of these servicemen. as well as individual details.

I hope someone may research this, so that those names recorded on the Rainham memorial, and all the others
who served. will be remembered. The memorial is not only a record of Rainham's contribution and sacrifice,
but also rich source of local history. The full listing of names on Rainham War Memorial is now complete at

www.roll-of-honour.com/kent/rainham.html

Wilder Gardening without

upsetting your neighbours

An online workshop Thursday 12th November
Our wildlife is in trouble. We are suffering loss of
Biodiversity at an alarming rate, but it’s not too late.
We can all do something to reverse the trend & these
actions, however small, will add up to a huge
difference.

I work with an award-winning team of Volunteers at
Kent Wildlife Trust who are eager to encourage
people to make their gardens & local green space
more nature friendly. This year, because of Covid 19,
we are unable to visit gardens in person, so the
Volunteers have been giving wildlife friendly
gardening advice using digital means. We have found
similar questions occur on regular basi s and, rather
than just issuing a standard list of “frequently asked
questions”, we have planned a series of short, friendly
workshops. These will initially be via Zoom. Each
session will be restricted to a maximum of 15 people
to give all participants the opportunity to ask questions
and take part in discussions. We will run several
sessions on the same day if we have sufficient
bookins. It is hoped that, as the year progresses, we
will be able to run more live sessions from various
venues.

The dates for the initial Zoom sessions are:

Thu 12 Nov 2020: Wilder Gardening without
upsetting your neighbours

23 Jan 2021: Dealing with perceived pests in a wilder
garden

20 Feb 2021: Building & maintaining a garden

Mvr. Dig-it’s
Garden Service

Complete maintenance
achieved at realistic prices

For a fast friendly & very reliable service call

Tel: 01634 s74e76
__Mob: 077287 8135512

wildlife pond

20 March 2021: Wilder Lawns

More details, including how to book, can be found on
our website at www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/events
Maureen Rainey Wild About Gardens Officer Kent
Wildlife Trust

The Parish of South Gillingham

Dear Readers,

With the ever-changing Covid-19 restrictions
everything is difficult to plan and nothing is set in
stone. The diary for church services is therefore
tending to cover just a few weeks at a time, but what
we can tell you is that the Parish of South Gillingham
is offering a wide range of church services across the
four churches of St Matthew’s (Wigmore), St Paul’s
(Parkwood), All Saints” (Hempstead) and St Peter’s
(Bredhurst). These include early and evening services
as well as main Sunday morning services and there are
also online services through YouTube and other
events via social media.

All the churches are meeting or exceeding all the
Covid-19 regulations and safeguards, which means
that there are restricted numbers at the churches, so
you will be required to “book™ in advance, but we are
confident we can find room for you somewhere in the
parish.

Details of services and other resources may be found
on the website https://parishofsouthgillingham.co.uk
or by phoning the parish office on 01634 231736 who
can also add you to the mailing list if required.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Rev'd Canon Brian Senior

Area Dean of Gillingham

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

MEMORIES OF STATION ROAD, RAINHAM
The article in the Jan/Feb issue of Action Forum
jogged memories of my walk to Rainham C of E
School at the top of Station Road in the early 1940s.
[ was born in 1934 and have lived in Rainham all
my life. Our family lived at the far end of Henry
Street (then a cul de sac).

At the junction of Henry Street and Station Road on
the lower side was Brinsons, a general store who
kept a limited stock due to war time rationing. On
the opposite side was Hales the Butcher. Being a
small family butcher he was able to deal with small
groups of families who collected scraps and waste
food to feed a single pig, rabbits or chicken.

A little further down Station Road was Tom Pearce,
a gentleman’s barbers. Whilst we were waiting our
turn there was a box of metal puzzles to try and
solve, also a machine secured to the wall with two
handles on the front which when rotated gave you a
tingling feeling in each hand.

On the opposite corner of Henry Street were two
empty shops (after the war these became Johnsons
Iron Mongers).

The next place of interest was Kemps Builders,
Undertakers and Timber yard where logs were piled
up before being lifted by the shearlegs crane onto
the rack bench for conversion into planks. Then I
come to Wakeley Road junction (named after Wil-
liam Henry Wakeley, the farmer who owned the
land on which it was built). On this corner was a
general store, Roots. I’ my memory serves me cor-
rectly he had a small van to deliver goods. A few
yards up Station Road was a greengrocers, Pilchers.
They sold only local grown produce again due to
wartime restrictions.

Further up the road which is still one of the entranc-
es to Rainham Recreation Ground was Bert Dunk
and his daughter Elsie who ran a Fish shop, where
you could purchase wet fish, or in the evenings fried
fish and chips, a piece of cod or similar for 2 old
pence and/or one old penny or a halfpenny of chips
(remember 240 old pennies made £1). He displayed
a selection of fish which every Friday morning he

hawked on a large barrow along local streets. The area
between the Fish shop and railway line was a large
allotment ground which was extensively worked dur-
ing the war years, now a car park.

Opposite the allotments was the Post Office (post
master - Enoch Raines) He was assisted by his two
sisters. It also served as a general household store.
Many of the goods for sale were displayed hanging
from hooks in the ceiling i.e. pots and pans, garden
sieves, enamel jugs and bowls also coal shovels and
scuttles.

Then there was the Signal Box. Mr Post operated the
gates by turning a large hand wheel to open or close
them, they slowly swung across the road. He was
watched with great interest when traftfic and people
were waiting for the gates to open.

On the lower corner of Solomon Road was an A.R.P

( air raid post) shelter constructed of concrete with
steps leading down for their safety. This was manned
by volunteers, one of whom was my father. Tufton
Road corner was Mr Briggs, General Store & Tobac-
conist. Also on rare occasions he sold Dinky toys. All
young boys were keen to collect these model air-
planes. Next door was Mr Albert Petts, the boot and
shoe repairer. He was in great demand to mend foot-
wear, he also sold rubber heels, quarter irons, hobnails
and pieces of leather and shoe brads. My father was a
regular customer as he used to sole and heel the fami-
lies shoes, soles wore out quickly as people had to
walk everywhere.

On the corner of Webster Road was Wilkins an Iron
Mongers and Garen Tool shop. They kept a large
display of things which could be used in the country to
catch vermin. In the shop a trap door led down to the
cellar, Mr Wilkins or his son would go down to fill
your can with paraffin, Also for items not regularly
sold. Customers were amazed to see Nelly Wilkin
grab a fist full of tin tacks with her bare hands to
weigh — a real tough old lady.

Arnolds fruit and vegetable shop was opposite on the
corner of Hothfield Road. All the produce for sale was
locally grown. May Worley's Newsagents was further
up the road. She was later joined by her brother who
rode a large framed bicycle when doing his evening
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AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Problems with your IT?
I'm an IT engineer here to
help you with your pc,
laptop, printer, or internet.
Software licences
provided incl anti-virus
and office 365.

Call Mush on
07542 795078 or email
munshya@midkentit.co.uk
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Not just Accountants!

01634 375222
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4 Bloors Lane
Rainham
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Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
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Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MER TRU

www.salter-mclean.com
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Drawings prepared for :-
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- new builds - planning applications
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07970 799036 - grarchitecturalservices@gmail.com
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FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!
01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 22 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, internal and
external, Carpentry and Plumbing
Barry Baker

barrybaker1955@gmail.com
07849 418 868

round. A few doors up a Barbers had the traditional
red & white striped pole .

Perks the Grocer was on the corner of Longley Road.

Fridays were a treat for us as they sold small beef
sausages, half the size of a modern chipolata, which
were cooked for Sunday breakfast. The Co-op
Butchers was a few doors up. Sides of meat hung
from the ceiling. Meat was boned, chopped, cut and
weighed to supply the rations for each family. Three
men Mr Lacy, Mr Stevens and Mr Parnell cut and
served the rations 40z of meat per person during the
war and for some time afterwards.

Further up Mr Frank Rule’s Newsagent & Tobacco-
nists kept a selection of snuff which was weighed on
special scales for very small quantities. The paper
boys and young girls delivered to all of Rainham.
Next was another butchers ‘Kemsley' who also dis-
played their sides of meat hung from rails.

At the top of Station Road opposite the school 1
attended was Rainham Co-op divided into two sec-
tions (grocery & provisions and Drapery & Milli-
nery) The grocery side had a big display of goods on
sale in the window and rashers of bacon were cut to
order. The haberdashery side had little to display as
this was the era of *‘make do and mend’ or knitting
replacements where possible.

Some elderly residents may have fond memories of
other places inn Station Road which I have omitted.
Dick Grice 01634 363516

Rainham Community Orchard

The orchard was born of a conversation between the
landowner. Jimmy Zammitt, and Hamish Mackay
Miller in 2014. A volunteer project from the start ,
the aim was to recover a neglected orchard while
encouraging wildlife and flora. Any profits were and
are donated to various conservation charities includ-
ing Kent Wildlife Trust.

The first two years were hard work as volunteer
numbers dwindled to a handful. Jungle clearance
rather than orchard management best describes that
period and we remember the early pioneers with
gratitude. Gradually we brought the orchard into
better shape. It is now a constant round of mowing,
strimming, weeding, mulching and pruning but we
now have the numbers to engage in other activities.
Our organisation has been loose and consensual and
we have progressed as much by trial and error as any

U Neat Feet Y
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591
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more formal means. We discussed and agreed most
things at our post work tea, coffee and cake gather-
ings. which often featured home-made offerings
from volunteers. Sadly Covid means that we now
stand in a well distanced circle instead and the cater-
ing and our occasional barbecues are no longer pos-
sible.

In addition to maintaining what we have we have
also planted over forty new trees, predominantly
traditional varieties. These are a mixture of dona-
tions from Brogdale and grafted specimens. The
latter were the work of the late John Hill, such a
knowledgeable and thoughtful member of our group.
John was interested in promoting wildlife in the
orchard and instigated the building of log pile refug-
es, bird boxes and feeding stations and the planting
of wild flowers. These and other, similar ventures
have been enthusiastically continued by other volun-
teers.

The Pick Your Own Weekends that we hold each
autumn are a focus for our work and give us the
chance to show off the orchard and meet the people
of Medway. It is a reward for us all to see the pleas-
ure that they and their children take from their time
in the orchard. This year we took over £4500 —a
record.

We meet every Tuesday and Thursday from about
9.30am and visitors and volunteers are always wel-
come. We also have juice for sale on site. We have a
Facebook group Rainham Community Orchard
which carries news and pictures if you want to take a
virtual look.

Jo Elsmore. Email orchard(@thenet.uk.net

Rainham Active Retirement
Association

RainARA is a large group of retired or semi-retired
people who normally meet up weekly at The Qast
Community Centre for various sporting-type activi-
ties, including yoga, short mat bowls, short tennis,
keep fit, pilates and line dancing, together with so-
cial activities, monthly meetings, holidays, etc. We
were set up more than 20 years ago under the um-
brella of KentARA and many friendships have been
formed over those years. Together with many other
organisations, however, we have not been able to
meet up since March, and all of our special activities
and monthly speakers have had to be postponed. We
have endeavoured to keep in touch with our mem-
bers via our Newsletters and are all looking forward
to the time when we can resume our activities and
renew our friendships. If any of your readers would
like further information or feel that they would like
to join us once we are up and running again, they are
welcome to contact me on rainarakent@gmail.com
or 01634 365103.

Pat Butler, Secretary, RainARA



Nature Notes

COSMO NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

[ was recently given a copy of “Panoramas of English
Villages”, published in 1993. In it the authors claim
that “Villages are eternal. Nothing in the 20" century
seems to portray old-age values as powerfully as
villages do™. As it so happens, | have a related book
entitled “Boxley Village Memories™ by

Robin Ambrose, published in 2014, which contains
memories mostly of the first seven decades of the 20™
century. | wondered what age-old values the Boxley
inhabitants revealed by their memories I therefore
visited Boxley on a fine Autumnal day, paying
particular attention to certain people and places
mentioned in the book. Boxley is on the road to
Penenden Heath Maidstone via Bredhurst and the road
through it is called The Street. I began my visit at The
Green, at one end of which is The King’s Arms and at
the other the Church of St Mary and All Saints. [ had
read that, in the past, the pub had been well patronised
by farm workers at the many mixed farms in and
around the village. It was particularly crowded on pay
days and this was so into the 1960s. A regular patron
of the King’s Arms was the Reverend Hale, described
as “Boxley’s last gentleman parson.” Not able to ride
a horse or drive a car, he would visit his parishioners
on foot or by bicycle. He was seen as a man of the
world who enjoyed a drink.  Adjacent to the pub is
Forge Lane, at the end of which, now a dwelling, was
the forge of the village blacksmith, at one time Harry
Hills. From the top of the Lane one could often see
thousands upon thousands of red poppies growing in
crops of wheat. Today the view of one of serried
rows of vines.

Back on The Street, and heading up it, I passed a red
brick terrace of houses, the first one of which, behind
a red telephone box, was “The Nurses' House.” One
of the nurses was Winifred Kendall and another was
Evelyn Trousdell who was remembered as “a sweet
and gentle lady”. The Parish Nurses wore cloaks and
bonnets. travelled to their patients by bicycle and
carried their equipment in a black Gladstone Bag. The
wages and expenses of the nurses were paid from a
Fund to which the well-off ladies of the Parish
donated. At the other end of the terrace once lived the
village carpenter and wheelwright, Isaac Cripps. His

CARPENTRY -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING » DECKING

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

workshop was next to his house and, after his death, it
was turned into a garage which now stands disused.
His wite cared for the two young girls of Mrs Styles at
Boxley House and she was known, not unnaturally, as
Nanny Cripps. Further up The Street is a detached red
brick house with a bright red front door which was
once The Woodman Inn. It was lavoured by
members of the Cyclists Touring Club, the Medway
Wheelers and the Maidstone Aces motorcyclists.
Further still up The Street, where the modern houses
are, was a large cherry orchard which, in July, was full
of the horse drawn, colourful caravans of local gypsies
who picked the cherries.

Once upon a time, the Parish had a policeman. PC
Ted Kirby served after the First World War and
another, more recently, was PC Tom Rumble who
patrolled his patch on a heavy bicycle. Occasionally
he would have to visit places on the top of the Downs,
which involved pushing his bike up Boxley Hill. He
carried a pair of binoculars which enabled him to
observe likely suspects in the countryside. He kept a
close watch for youths out catching rabbits with ferrets
and nets, shooting plump young rooks, poaching trout
in the grounds of Place House and, less seriously.
scrumping apples and cherries. Tom spent many
hours supervising the dipping of sheep, a requirement
of the law. Gypsies were a problem when setting up
camp on private land but poachers were a much bigger
problem.  In 1945 the Church of England Primary
School in The Street closed and the children had to go
to school in Maidstone. Vicky Sadler remembers
walking home from Eastborough School and, on hot,
summer days. she and her friends would take off their
socks and shoes and paddle in the sheep wash, off
Tyland Lane, and through which ran the chalk stream
known as Boxley Brook. The cold spring water was
clear and was pure enough to drink.  In due course the
old school became the village hall and here met the
Young People’s Fellowship, set up by the Rev Tom
Pritchard. It was a great success but was wound
down in 1958, sometime after Rev Tom moved on.

On leaving with her father, Tom’s daughter Jan had
said that “growing up in beautiful Boxley, and
especially living in the Vicarage, with its wonderful
gardens, was such a privilege and one that I shall
never forget.”

On the fine Autumn day of my visit I had noted the
fiery mixture of the yellow and crimson leaves of the

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD

WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

wild cherry trees along the edge of Boxley Wood: the
gold, orange and purple foliage of the large beech
trees next to the church and the golden yellow leaves
of the field maples down Tyland Lane. [ have not left
myself any room to write about the domestic staff who
worked at Boxley House and Place House. Sufficient
to say that, the stories told in Robin Ambrose’s book,
have indicated much kindness and concern by the land
- owning families but set in a time when everybody
knew their place. Men and boys would raise their
caps or tug their forelocks, while the girls would
curtsy. Despite hard working lives with basic housing
and within a rigid class structure, people were able to
make their own amusements, survive two world wars,
and find contentment and support within a close-knit

community.” ........... Age-old, 20" century, village
values, I think.

Joe Ennis

MEMORIES OF RAINHAM

Dear Editor,

I live in Devon but whenever [ visit my
mother in Parkwood I browse through Action
Forum. On one front cover was a picture of the
St. Margaret's Church Choir June 1963. 1 was 15 years
old when the picture was taken and it all came
flooding back! I started to remember not only those in
the picture, but also those not in the picture.

I remember most of the adults in the choir and look
back with particular affection on Harry Freegard, the
Choirmaster, who was a hard taskmaster but also a
very fair, friendly and encouraging man. He had a
good sense of humour that managed to manifest itself
even under the pressures of learning a new anthem
within a relatively short time frame. Harry asked his
daughter Alison(?) to play the flute during the service
on one occasion and I remember being absolutely
transfixed by the beautiful sound that she created. I am
sure that sound was responsible for my burgeoning
love of music.

I remember with particular affection the Kimbell
brothers. [ was at school with the Richard (we
attended Gillingham Tech' when it was in Gardner
Street) but found equal encouragement and enthusiasm
in his elder brother Michael. I admired the academic
approach that they obviously had instilled into them

* TREE MANAGEMENT
» CHIPPING

e LINDSA

+ MULCH by

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

by their parents. I also admired their superior
knowledge of music, and the fact that in spite of this
they never made me feel inferior in any

way. Reverend Clifford was always a pleasant and
approachable man, as was his Curate of the time Brian
Birchmore. Brian was excellent with young people
and had been given the task of running a church youth
club ("Questors") in the church hall. The club proved
to be very successful guided by this energetic,
enthusiastic, inspiring and likeable man.

Richard Carleton was not only a member of the
church choir but was also an adept conductor and
choir-leader himself with his own music group with
which | was involved for a very pleasant, albeit short,
period. Again [ was probably batting above my
average but it did not stop my enjoyment - even if it
did everyone else's! Richard’s father Bill was my
metalwork teacher at Gillingham Tech' and was a
massive influence on my younger years. Richard
shared his father's drive, enthusiasm, sense of
humour, intellect and his way with people - it always
proved to be a pleasant experience with either of the
Carletons.

I am pretty sure it was the Hicks brothers that
encouraged me to join the church choir. I lived in
High Dewar Road at the time and the Hicks family
lived in Solomon Road. I went to school with Terry
but the whole family including older brothers Paul and
Richard, and their mother and father were all so
positive, encouraging and welcoming and all proved to
be good friends. Terry and Paul were both in the choir
but do not appear in the photograph, as they must have
left when their voices broke - whereas, I continued as
a tenor,

The Questors Youth Club finished when Brian
Birchmore left Rainham. Alistair Mackay Miller
persuaded his father, Jamie, to allow him to invite
some friends to meet in the cellar of their home,
Macklands in Station Road. This was a great venue
but the ceiling was riddled with woodworm so a group
of us volunteered to scrape off the rotten wood and
clean it up. Many hours of very dusty but enjoyable
work revealed the condition was more serious than at
first thought and needed professional treatment.

When this was complete Mr Mackay Miller agreed
that we could meet there regularly. Enthused by the go
-ahead we constructed a bar (for soft drinks) and
decked out the cellar in the correct youth-enticing
style of the time and we looked to book the first group.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business

Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured

Free Quotations

)y o O

Mobile:




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/lFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| pravide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

&, Massage 3\

Do you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage

call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
HPR @ oty 01634 615455
Renovations Lt 07721 365 630

-hprbuilding.co.
www.hprbuilding.co.uk HIII‘T_ fer

Foot Health Practitioner
Corns, Hard Skin, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care,
Athlete's Foot, General Nail Cutting.
) In the comfort of your own home
Trudy Boulton ren ru tcrie. MaarHe
Tel: 01634 371910
S Mobile: 07903 793370

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing, New systems.

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT

has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits

D

Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market

.'
1
!
i’

No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice |
Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995|

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963
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COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

I am not sure how long the venue continued but it was
very successful if gauged by the numbers that
attended. However, it fizzled out, spoilt by the bad
behaviour of a few. I cannot help but think back and
ask what kind of people would allow us to engage a
music group with high output speakers to play
underneath their lounge for several hours, allow the
access of many strangers through their front door and
be oh-so-tolerant in many other ways. The answer is
Jamie and Phyl Mackay Miller.

Yours sincerely

Bob Watson

Editor’s note

This article was one of a number in Barbara’s unused
file but without the date it was received nor any
contact details for Bob so I have no way to contact
him. It interests me as I was also a member of the
Questors youth club but am several years older than
him. Our family moved to Macklands in 1956 when |
was 10. My brother Alistair, mentioned in the article,
is 4 years my junior and lives in Faversham. Our sister
Pippa (West) lives in Eastling.

My parents became involved with St Margeret’s
Church and Rainham life in general as soon as we
moved. We had an acre of garden with a large lawn
and in 1959 they opened it for a Garden Party to raise
funds for the Church. One attraction was bowling for a
live pig on view in an old sty in the back garden.

It would be interesting to hear of readers” memories of
that and of the Cellar Club.

BIRD WISE

Bird Wise is a partnership between local authorities
and conservation organisations in north Kent. Their
objective is to ensure that people are able to enjoy the
coastal arcas whilst protecting birds and wildlife that
depend on the Thames, Medway and Swale estuaries.
How you can help protect birds on the north Kent
marshes

Why do the birds of the north Kent marshes need

protecting?

Each winter, the continuous swathe of coastal habitat
between Gravesend and Whitstable plays home to
thousands of wading birds and waterfow! from as far
afield as Greenland, Scandinavia and the Arctic.
250,000 birds shelter here in winter

16.000 hectares are home for many rare species
These are fragile habitats, protected by international
and European designations owing to their importance
for wildlife. Visitors can unintentionally cause
disturbance to wildlife.

Cold and wet weather can make life tough for birds
and when they are disturbed they can stop feeding, or
may even fly away wasting valuable energy. They
need to spend as much time as possible feeding to
ensure they can make the long flight back to their
breeding ground in spring.

Good behaviour guide on land

Stay a good distance away from feeding or resting
birds.

Follow signs and requests and keep to paths.

Keep your dog under close control, on a short lead if
unreliable.

Exercise your dog away from birds and never allow
dogs to chase birds.

Stay on the landward side of the sea wall whenever
possible.

Always clean up after your dog and take all rubbish
home.

Good behaviour guide on the water

At high tide stay away from roosting birds.

Avoid landing on the islands, they are used for
breeding in summer and roosting in winter.

Keep noise levels low.

Only use authorised launch sites.

Keep to the speed limits.

View wildlife from at least 100m away and move if
they become agitated.

Extracts from a leaflet published by Bird Wisc

To find out more see www.birdwise.org.uk email
birdwise@medway.gov.uk Facebook @birdwisenk

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enguiries@a-roofing-services co uk

www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small

{Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural
beauty

CATNAp

-

& A
5 Star rated 4""1')“".1\“"-‘

by Local Authority

Individual luxury heated chalets
FAST’ AFFORDABLE* Larger pens available to accommodate up
RELIABLE to four cats from the same household
All Work Guaranteed Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please
Fully Insured www.catnapbredhurst co.uk
01 634 301 711 Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
MOb 07976 438435 Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bradhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

RUBBISH CLEARANCE |

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

ADI Your Local Reliable Contractor
TGPROVED James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

- 01634 372411
mllEns 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
pomar (1% Domestic Installer

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents

e Call for a free quote.
@ €1 Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

ROY’ALL DRIVES & PATIOS

Patios ~ Fencing ~ brickwork ~ Tarmac
Block Paving ~ Driveways & Patio Repairs
WEB: www.royalldrivespatios.co.uk
EMAIL roy-alldandp@outlook.com
Tel: 01634 613976
Maob: 07495 799337

ey

b

oyt

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com inwood
Telephone: 01634 230261 ome Electronics
Mobile: 079 06560 7338 Eat. 1982

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors

10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Creenty

LU KEHRURS T

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
OLEV Approved Installer
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based)

www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk
01634 235465 or 07592 577521
E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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Clubs and charities

This is a random selection of voluntary groups oper-
ating in Rainham listed on www.thenet.uk.net. Their
full list is over 1000 groups in north and mid Kent.
All the information is supplied by the various groups
who are responsible for updating as necessary. If you
run a group please check your entry and update as
necessary. If you are not listed send in an entry so
people can find you. It is a free service.

25 (Parkwood) Squadron RAF Air Cadets meets
Deanwood School, Parkwood, MES 9TE. Activities
and pre-service opportunities for young people 12 to
20 years. Wide range of activities flying and ghding,
sports, RAF Camps, home and abroad, and adventure
training. "Join The Adventure" as a Cadet or ina
staffrole get in touch 01634 233877 or email
oc.25(@aircadets.org

Cats Protection Bredhurst Adoption Centre.
Charity seeking new homes for vaccinated, micro-
chipped, and (if old enough) neutered cats. All cats
re-homed with 4 weeks free insurance. For more
information ring 01634 232471 email:
bredhurst(@cats.org.uk

Crafty Friends at the Oasts Group of friendly
crafters meet Thursday 6.30 - 9.30pm, Oast Commu-
nity Centre by Rainham Station. Projects to partici-
pate in most weeks, papereraft, cardmaking, multi-
media, crochet, knitting, most cralts covered, come
along and craft or socialise with us, email will-
sons2(@aol.com or ring 01634 234235 for more in-
formation.

Create The Way a Bicycle Recycling charity. All
Bicycles are serviced/repaired and offered to Med-
way residents who are on a low income.
www.createtheway.co.uk 01634 668222 or en-
quiry@createtheway.co.uk

Dementia Day Care Centre Gillingham - The Pat
Warner Suite a specialist dementia day care centre
operated by Age UK Medway, providing cognitive
stimulation activities in Gillingham and Rainham.
For enquiries email enquiries@ageukmedway.org.uk
or ring 01634 380195 or visit www.ageuk.org/
medway

Gillingham and Rainham Local History Socie-

ty Twydall Evangelical Church, 56/58 Goudhurst
Road, MES 6L.Q usually second Friday each month,
September to June, 2.00 - 4.00pm. Annual subscrip-
tion £20, Visitors £3 per meeting. Tea/coffee availa-
ble for small charge. Details contact Val Barrand
07947 583327, email lupusrufus@sky.com

Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre are look-
ing for volunteers to assist for just a few hours each
week with our services such as transport, befriending
and gardening to assist the elderly and disabled. To
find out more about our services including our

Transport Scheme, please contact us on 07845 624
468 or email enquir-
ies@gillinghamvolunteercentre.com

Holding On Letting Go bereavement charity for
children aged 6 -16 years and their families through-
out Kent. Do you have any spare time to help: by
working with a bereaved child; Fundraising; or Help-
ing in the kitchen or with general duties during a
therapeutic weekend? email info@holg.org.uk ring
08445 611 511 or see website
www.holdingonlettinggo.org.uk for more infor-
mation

Kent Association for the Blind supports Visually
Impaired People in Kent and is looking for volun-
teers for a variety of roles for more information
please contact Jo Wilkinson 01622 691357 email
jo.wilkinson@kab.org.uk

Living River Foundation We monitor and raise
awareness to protect and improve estuaries and tidal
rivers for plants, animals and those who live and
work on them beginning with the Thames and Med-
way Estuary. See www.living-river.org email In-
fo@living-river.org or ring 07956 160822 for more
details

Medway Antique & Collector’s Club meet second
Tuesday each month Rainham Cricket Club, Beren-
grave Lane, Rainham MES 7TNA, 7.30 for 8.00pm.
Visitors are always welcome, £2.50 per night (annual
membership £25) information call Cyril Baldwin on
01634 851512

Medway Eagles Marching Display Band every
Monday 6.00pm — 8.00pm. Parkwood Youth Centre,
Parkwood Green, Rainham. Learn to play Kazzoos,
Drums and other percussion instruments. Bring a
friend or join as a family, carnivals, fetes and compe-
titions all over the UK

Medway Park Judo Club (inc Rainham Judo
Club). Mill Road, Gillingham, 5 years - adults, all
welcome. Mon — Fri Juniors 7.00 - 8.15pm, Seniors
8.15 - 9.30pm. Saturday 9.00am — 12noon, contact
the Club after 7.00pm 01634 575153 or Terry Mal-
kinson 07944 422414 Email terry-
malkinson@aol.com

0ast House Community Choir. Every Tuesday
morning (term time), 10.00am — 12noon, Oast House
Community Centre, Rainham. Rock, pop, gospel,
African songs, folk, and more. No auditions — no
need to read music. £5. Bob Car-

ling 07800522724 bob@carling.org.uk Facebook:
oasthousecommunitychoir

Parkwood Camera Club (for whole of Medway),
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN
Monday evenings 8.00 — 10.00pm (2nd week of
every month on a Tuesday). Varied program, new
members welcome. Information
www.parkwoodcameraclub.com or

email parkwoodcameraclub.com




Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month

Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance

Please email wording & your address

to adverts@actionforum.co.uk

LR SPORTS MASSAGE Therapist
Varied massage treatments available
E: lukeremmingtonsmt(@gmail.com
M: 07523532784

Facebook: LRsportsmassage.

MOWERS serviced & sharpened.
Free collection — very prompt. Call
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.
davidmedlockmowers(@hotmail.com

MR FLAT PACK

All flat packs assembled at reasonable
prices. ree quotes. Please ring Alan on
07500 157 285.

GARDEN FENCING, WINTER Tidy-
Ups. ALSO General garden
maintenance, Mowing, strimming,
pruning, weeding. Local.

Call John 07917 108 867

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505.
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£80/m? (=250 logs), Vam® £45
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Mectings.
Facilities for the Disabled. Attractive
Setting —Ample car parking.

To book phone 01634 364859,

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634370323 or 07817 825 859
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and

Wigmore area. Please call
01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to youand the
first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

BALLROOM / LATIN DANCING!
We will be starting social distancing
private lessons as soon as allowed, geta
head start ready to join classes when
they resume! We can also do wedding
dances. Give me a call for a chat, or
email us. Julie 07983397439
latinfeverdance.co.uk

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP Parkwood Green,
Rainham. MES 9PN.For details of
church services and activities please go
to www.PCFbaptist.co.uk

or phone the Administrator, Mrs Betty
Abraham (01634 372384,

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available at
£3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Snaftles, 4 The
Street, Upchurch, Riverside Country
Park, Lower Rainham Road, Mierscourt
Farm Shop or from the orchard 10-12
am Tues & Thurs. For more information
see page 4.

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

TAU RUS LOCKS

K LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
IO.AP. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
rlobile: 07775 423744
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LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
arinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free advice
and estimates for a first class job.
Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service, Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services 10.30am
at Begonia Avenue Church, Twydall.
Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
mectings including children's and youth
work please see our website
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome,

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very reasonable
prices. Call Margaret

01634 363315 / 07766 980 732

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
MES8 7TRS 01634 261643

NOW OPEN
10am to 2pm
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat
only to customers wearing face covering.

We have a wide ranging stock of
donated second hand books, DVDs,
VHS and vinyl. Also local history
books and books by local authors.

Apple Juice stockists for
Rainham Community Orchard

We would like to open longer hours
but need more volunteers to serve
in the shop. If you can help please call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335

Medway Volunteer Workshop refurbishes
tools and sewing machines which are
then sent to Africa to help people start
sustainable enterprises

Can you volunteer?

If you have practical skills and can commit to one or
more half days each week please get in touch - you
can make a real difference.

Medway Volunteer Worshop, Unit 4, 105 Hopewell
Drive, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7DX. Phone: 01634
670115 or email: mvw781@gmail.com
Medway Volunteer Workshop is a not-for-profit
organisation run by unpaid volunteers.

Medway
(m!la Volunteer
Warkahap

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
« Member of Gas Sulely Repister
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
« Landlord Gas Salety Reporis
= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fited &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engincer 07956 630003

“FORTILES

Supply & Fit Service
showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gllingham, MET 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours

@ CERTACEE |

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Grooming by
Honey

Qualified, professional
one to one Grooming
for your cats and dogs

Whiskers Lod§e Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
sutstanding natural beauty, boarding is for

ats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant with|
il m-;\- 1‘| ‘gislation. FAB accredited care
WOvIOea,

7 fewings welcomed by appointment,
Fully insured P R ‘g...].‘ T
For an App. | Telephane q:('.«;»tl'zara_oaz
call R et amiodes. con
07745 329873

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

GEAW Fae Trater

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk




CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks, Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396 or 07970 678895

Hallett’s / Est, 1971 Tt :
Plumbing & sdfe L ey 11
% ey = EE\J ] MO0 - E’b’
Heating Chris Hallett G eI 11
www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk .
REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Ccntral Hcating’ BOilcr Scn“iCing’ Breakdowns For free estimates lelephone: 01634 375069

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmaore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS i
01 634 370697 07711 362393 No Job too LARGE or SMALL —~ We do them “all
HOGWOOD Electrical NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Extra lights, sockets, Kitchen design and fitting
fuse boards & full rewires Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors nl-:-n:
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. fom ()

Periodic inspections,
NICEIC Registered

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:

Call John of Wigmore 01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
FREE NO
3 CRYSTAL ¢ i
SEEPO v SO Paul's 1 - 8 Seater Taxis
Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings <eer....BOOKiNgs Only.........
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom ~Theatre trips - seaports
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG Tel 01634 727272 MObI07904955375
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains. co.uk, W: www. crystalcurtains. co.uk WWW.EIQHTSEGTEFTC()(! .co.uk

Jn time of need ...
JOHN WEIR

Funenal Directorns
A private family owned and run business
® 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred = Private Chapels of Rest
* Monumental Masons ® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans ¢ Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q0) Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW
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