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Rainham Co-op at the top of Station Road opposite the old Church School was established in 1896
and served Rainham for over 100 years before finally closing. The building went through several
refits but although this picture was taken in the 1930s it was probably still like this when Denise
Hazelden began working in the haberdashery department (see Memories of Rainham on page 9).
Prior to the building of Rainham Shopping Centre the Co-op was by far the largest store in
Rainham and supplied most of our needs from several different locations encouraged initially by
the share scheme when we quoted our members number with each purchase and later the ‘blue
stamps’ scheme. An expensive purchase meant much licking of the many stamps received to stick
them in books but they yielded good returns in “free’ gifts of your choice.

SALMON WINDOWS

Conservatories designed and built ~ Upgrades to existing conservatory roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors ~ Misted units replaced
Family run independent company

For advice and a very competitive quote call ‘
Installers of Quality
Products for 35 years

www.salmonwindows.co.uk 01634 363881
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Action Forum Office

4 Saracen Close, Gillingham Business Park
MES8 OQN Tel: 01634 310011 please mention
AF when ringing. Email: af@thenet.uk.net

Editorial

[ am very pleased this month to include an item from
one of our younger readers. Our regular contributors
tend to belong to the other end of the age scale! Rose
Farnsworth has written about a subject that interests
her “Things to do in the Local Area’ (see page 3).
Rose is 14 years of age and attends school in
Rainham. We always welcome articles from our
readers, whatever their age, so if you would like to
contribute details of something of local interest —
perhaps a club you attend or a local walk which gives
you great pleasure please do email the copy for our
consideration to af@thenet.uk.net

Recent events in the early part of February with two
massive storms Ciara and Dennis creating havoc
throughout the country — storms seem so much more
personal since the Met Office started giving them
names — means we really do need to consider the state
our planet is in and how we can help.

The Natural History Museum are this year promoting
‘Biodiversity’. A big word for what we have come to
recognize is essential for survival - saving all life. The
website www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/what-is-biodiversity
states that ‘Biodiversity is the name we give to the
variety of all life on Earth. Bacteria to baboons, plants
to people - the range of life on our planet is incredible.
The causes of biodiversity loss are complicated, but
we know the human population is making the
problems worse. In the short time humans have been
on the planet we have increasingly disrupted the
balance of biodiversity through changing land use,
overexploitation of resources and the impact we are
having on climate. But hope isn't lost. If we act
together, we can make a positive difference. Here's
how to do your bit to protect nature: Eat sustainably;
Reduce waste; Protect and enjoy green spaces; Reduce
energy use; Travel responsibly; Make your voice
heard; Use and support science; Watch what you buy’
Each of the eight points is subdivided on the website
so there are about 30 different, mostly common sense,
ideas you can adopt immediately. The hard part will
be making it a way of life and not regressing into bad
habits. Do have a look and consider how you can
improve your way of life. I am sure many of you will
already be practising many of the ideas mentioned.

As the days get longer and we have the occasional
glimpse of sunshine we can look forward to spring. Do
have a very good month and we will be with you again
in April.

Correspondence
EASTER TRAILp
Dear Editor,
We would like to advise your readers of an exciting
Easter Experience for all the family which is being
held in Twydall. The Churches Together in Twydall
are organising an Easter trail to follow the story on
Good Friday, 10th April starting at the green near
Twydall car park. There is a sticker sheet for all to
collect a sticker from six locations in Twydall. At each
location there is part of the Easter story and craft
activities with free refreshments. Everyone is
encouraged to collect all six stickers and be awarded a
chocolate prize. The fun starts at 10.00am and runs till
12 noon but you can start the trail at any time during
that period. For more details and extra information
please email or see the website www.rcftwydall.org.uk
-see the What’s On section.

Yours sincerely

Cathy Hamill- church@rcftwydall.org.uk

On behalf of Churches Together in Twydall.

CHARITY GRANTS
Dear Editor,

Are you a Local Medway Charity that would like
some financial assistance with a small item that is
needed this coming year, up to £250?

Are you a Charity of Women/Men power who may be
in a position to assist us as volunteers and become
friends of Rotary when we undertake fund raising
events, such as our Beer and Cider Festival, being held
18th July 2020?

If so contact us for an application form which will
give you all the details and allow you to see if you
qualify for one of our Community Chest Award
grants. If you wish to be considered please apply now
for the application form via:-

Email; info@rotaryclubofmedway.uk
Letter; Rotary Club of Medway, c/o Gillingham Golf
Club, Woodlands Road, Gillingham, ME7 2AP
Please note that the closing date for the return of the
form is Monday 20th April 2020.

Yours sincerely

Stan Cokayne

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE 2020

If you would like to book a stall at the Hempstead
Village Fayre to be held at Hempstead Playing Field
Sunday, 17th May, 11.30am - 4.30pm

please contact Val Gorf

by email valeriegorf@blueyonder.co.uk

or telephone 01634 230214.

The Fayre is a great day out for all the family

LOOKING FOR A VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY?

Congo Action, a British Charity working in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, needs a new Trustee
treasurer. This involves giving some of your time
(meetings 4 times a year) and experience to enable
hundred of children to access education and improve
their lives. For further information, visit our website:
www.congoaction.co.uk ring 07874751758 or email
Congoaction@hotmail com

THINGS TO DO IN THE LOCAL AREA

By Rose Farnsworth

In this area, activities for teens and children can be
hard to find however here are some suggestions. One
is the St. Margaret’s Youth Club, open to years five
and above. it is run by volunteers on Friday evening
during term time, 7 — 8.30pm. Held at St Margaret’s
School the admission fee is only £1.50. Activities
include table tennis, badminton and the outdoor
playground. When the weather is nice, the field is in
use and activities such as cricket and football are
played. There are trips such as going to a trampoline
park and last summer there was an inflatable activities
and barbeque day which was great fun. During bad
weather there are indoor activities such as crafts and
sport. The hall has pool tables, table tennis tables,
football, badminton and an array of other games.
Youth club is a good place to socialise and make
friends within a safe environment.

Another activity is going to the local Ice Bowl (Planet
Ice) at Gillingham Business Park. Prices are from
£8.10 off peak public skating. This is fun, I have been
a few times and had good experiences and made good
memories. It has a reasonably priced cafe so you can
grab a snack and a drink during a break from skating.
This is a fun activity which my friends and I do
regularly during school holidays as it is a local and an
enjoyable place with regular offers.

Other activities in this area include the bike trails at
Capstone Country Park. These consist of a mountain
bike trail, 1.5km, 2.5km and a Skm trails, perfect for
family bike rides. My brother has used the trails
numerous times and really enjoys them as they
include jumps - perfect to practice the skills for his
new hobby. There are running/walking tracks (1.5km,
Skm & 10km,) and also a 4.5km bridleway. Dogs are
allowed and the park has casy (and free) parking.
TALK

If any small group in Gillingham or Rainham would
like a talk on the Brain Tumour Charity for a small
donation to the charity please contact Mrs Olwen
O’Dowd 01634 263622 muml44@outlook.com to
organize a date. www.thebraintumourcharity.org arca

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Tanker Hill

Homefield, Grenedier etc

Top Station Road, Webster & Longley Roads
Russells Ave, Chichester & Gloucester Closes

Lower Rainham & Lower Road (Pump to Berengrave)
Lower Bloors Lane

Langdale Close

Wigmore

Parkwood

Parkwood Green Foxburrow, Stoneacere, Knavesacre,
part Long Catlis,

Collings Walk

Hempstead

Pippin Croft, & Lombardy Close

Upchurch

Wallbridge Lane, Oak Lane Jubilee Fields, Acorn
Terrace, Bishop Lane

If you can help please email af@thenet.uk.net

orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wmcrHP MAFHP
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

@ Berengrave Service Station  z SN
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS
mors [ SERVICNG £ DIAGNOSTICS
@ e S reams o ARCON

Shaw Electrical Services

For all types of electrical works
Extra Sockets & Lights ~ Fuse Board Changes ~ Full Rewires
Security & Outside Lights ~ Showers ~ Smoke Alarms
No job too small
Qualified Electrician, Reliable Service, Fully Insured,
Call Chris on: 07939 018998 or 01634 613523
For free quotations & advice

( o
Home Help Service
AtHome Out & About - 55
« Housework e Visiting the shops To ke CG re
e Respite sitting ~ ® SUPPQV: fo i Caring For Your Independence
* Well-being visits  appoinimenis, Please call us on:
»Gardening/  * CompONOnsh | 1634 316821
Handyman RUOTINGS [ www.takecareltd.co.uk
u sent the V&!’g P@r son T e Assistants CRB checked,
| Car ol, she could have been fﬂW\l@ insured & referenced. ]




Diary 2020

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af(@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: March 24th 2020

March 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 7
miles/11.3 km - Moderate circular finish 2.00pm,
Egerton - Little Chart Ramble, Meet free Car Park off
Rock Hill Rd. TN27 9DS, TQ906473 Contact: 07749
760788, billingsjc@blueyonder.co.uk Dog friendly

March Ist - Hymns Merry and Sherry, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip, 5.00pm. Enjoy favourite hymns chosen
by the congregation, refreshments.

March Ist - The Centre-Mind Body Spirit (new venue)
evening of mediumship with Fiona Heale, Parkwood
Community Centre, Parkwood Green, MES 9LH.
6.30pm for 7.00pm. Tea and coffee afterwards. Free
Parking. Entrance inc a raffle ticket: £5. See Facebook
The Centre-Mind Body Spirit for information.

March 2nd - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 07523 124668

March 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.15 for
7.30pm, Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane,
Rainham. Talk ‘More Garden, Less Impact’, new
members welcome. Details from secretary Ms Lynn
Preston - 07931 337310 or 01634 360100.

March 3rd - the Phoenix group invites you to ‘Abundance
Therapy” With Kirsty Jordan. How to create abundance
in your life, £5, Blacksmiths Barn, Bredhurst, 7.30 -
9.30pm enquires 01634 376507

March 3rd - Breast Cancer Support Group, 7.00 - 9.00pm,
Medway Maritime Hospital, Area 7, Level 2. Kent Fire

& Rescue Service giving a talk on Safety in the Home.
New members Welcome, for details contact Angela
Blackwell 01634 861802, Mobile 07761 853750

March 3rd - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed
Church (rear hall) Balmoral Rd, Gill, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
‘St. Patrick’s Day” vertical arrangement. New members
welcome, first visit free, no experience needed. Just
come for a friendly welcome. Parking on site or public
parking. For details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998
or email kayebuss@btinternet.com

March 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.25am 8 miles
12.9 km - Moderate linear finish 1.00pm, Meet and
park at Hempstead Valley shopping centre, get bus
outside Kent Reliance. Number 130 bus leaving at 9.29
arriving Maidstone East 9.49 free parking and toilets.
ME7 3PD, TQ793633 Stop at Boxley for short pub stop
or picnic lunch. Fare from Maidstone approx £4.60
(unless you have a concession). Contact: Mike,
cycling39@aol.com

March 4th - Upchurch Horticultural Society meeting 97
Chaffes Lane, Upchurch 7.30pm. Parking available, tea/
coffee and biscuits.

March 5th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, History of Seaside
entertainment — Paul Harris, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details

March 5th - and every Thursday The Centre-Mind Body
Spirit Reiki, Spiritual, Crystal and Chi healing, Oast
House next to Rainham train station MES 7SG 10.00am
No appointment needed, donations welcome. Free
Parking. See Facebook The Centre-Mind Body Spirit

March 6th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

March 6th - An Evening with ABBA Chique, Bredhurst
Village Hall, 7.30pm, Licensed Bar and Raffle. Tickets

Problems with your IT?
I’'m an IT engineer here to
help you with your pc,
laptop, printer, or internet.
Software licences
provided incl anti-virus
and office 365.

Call Mush on
07542 795078 or email
munshya@midkentit.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

LADIES ONLY BADMINTON
MEDWAY BADMINTON ASSOCIATION HALL
100 CASTLEMAINE AVE, GILLINGHAM ME7 2QE
TUESDAY 2.00 - 4.00PM - WEDNESDAY 10.00AM - 12N0OON
FriDAY 11.00AM—1.00PM
£3 PER SESSION AND 50P FOR SHUTTLES
FREE PARKING - FREE RACKET HIRE - CHANGING FACILITIES
L1GHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE - FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
INDOOR NON-MARKING SOLED TRAINERS MUST RBE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
01634 572187 or EMAIL MBABADMINTON@BTCONNECT.COM

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

£12 each from June Cox 01634 268544 or 07842
216116, Proceeds to the upkeep of Village Hall

March 8th - RSPB Medway Local Group, Free walk with
Nature, Oare Marshes KWT Reserve ME13 0QA,
8.00am. Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear.

For more details visit www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

www.facebook.com/rspbmedway/

March 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am.
Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272
Kings Wood car park in White Hill, CT4 8HQ GR
024500 for 5.5 mile walk via Molash Village. 1 Stile.
No Steps. No Dogs

March 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 6.5
miles/10.5 km - Leisurely circular finish 1.30pm, Meet
White Horse Wood country park car park (off A249 top
Detling Hill). Car park charge £1.50. ME14 3JE,
TQ808585. Bring drink and packed lunch. Footpaths on
farmland, woods, etc. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

March 8th — Concert, St. Mary Magdalene Church,
Gillingham, 2.00pm. Gospel singer Marilyn Baker and
her partner Tracy Williamson; Tickets £5 include light
refreshments, from Hilda 01 634 932135 or email:
gillinghamparishchurch@gmail.com

March 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, ME§ 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Michael Wooldridge, details ring
Brian Leonard 01634 234694

March 10th - Carer’s Coffee Morning, 10.00am — 12noon,

Dobbies Restaurant — Garden Centre, Courtney Road,
Gillingham. Buy a coffee, have a chat, meet with
others, information Maureen Cannon 01634 235723
March 10th — Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society Gillingham
and District, Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane,
MES8 6JU, side doors open 7.30pm start. Workshop
Evening. All welcome, Ring 01634 852519 for details.
March 10th - The Phoenix group invites you to ‘Celebrate
Holi* The Hindu festival of colour (see 3rd Mar)
March 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club,
Clubhouse, Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane
MES8 7NA, 7.30 for 8.00pm, ‘William Morris — Arts &
Crafts’ - Mark Lewis, 01634 851512 or just turn up
March 11th - East Medway U3 A, Small Holders Club 2
Springvale, Wigmore MES 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Dogs
Trust. New members welcome. See eastmedwayu3a or
ring 07733 554719 for details.
March 11th - Bredhurst WI, Village Hall, 7.30pm.
Speaker, Dean Caston - ‘A History of Royal Variety’.

More details Pam Ormiston 01634 365789

March 11th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Fund Raising, for
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

March 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Twenty shades of
Grey — Colin Moat, (see 5th March).

March 12.13.14.15.16.19.20.21. - ‘Fallen Angels’ by
Richard Everett, Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham. Curtain
up 8.00pm. Box Office 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 13th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road,
MES 6LQ, 2.00 - 4.00pm. Upnor and the Dutch Raid -
John Guy. Membership £20. Visitors £3 per meeting.
Tea/coffee for a small charge. Contact Val Barrand
07947 583327 or email lupusrufus@sky.com or see
grlhs.org for more details.

March 14th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments available, Stalls £10 each, email
cjdcraftmarkets@yahoo.com or ring 07779 366054

March 14th - Wine & Wisdom Evening, Friends of St
Mary Magdalene, Gillingham, 7.30pm Prompt,
Woodlands Academy ME7 2DU Free Tea & Coffee,
Entry £5 per person, Bring Your Own Nibbles &
Drinks, To book contact Rita Mcintosh 01634 851965.
If you can’t make a team, come along anyway. Free
parking available in the school grounds

March 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am.
Meet Mo Fleisig 07976600393 Painter's Forstal, Alma
Pub MEI3 0DU GR 993589 Park in Surrounding
Roads, for 6 mile mainly flat walk in town and
countryside including Faversham. Dogs Allowed

March 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 7.3
miles/11.8 km - Moderate circular Finish 2.00pm, Meet
and park considerately around Matfield Green. TN12
7LA, TQ658418 Bring snack for midway break.

March 16th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd March).

March 16th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul's, Parkwood, Rainham, 7.30pm, further details
please contract Chris Holder 01634 360823.

March 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, ME8 9PN 7.30 - 9.45pm
£4. Finland above the Arctic Circle — Roger Parker
Collins. For Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/
medway.

Continued on Page 11

AE RIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
® Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
® TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
Fully Qualified
All Works Certified and Insured
IDC INSTALLATIONS LTD

Emaitinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk
Telephone: 01634 325164
Up Mobile: 07977 432799

IRUST
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ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929




e Probate Services 1 | |
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® Powers of Attorney ] | | D

3

‘

. . |

e Inheritance Tax Planning |

I CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Not just Accountants!

01634 375222
admin@jadaccountants.co.uk
www.jadaccountants.co.uk

4 Bloors Lane
Rainham
Kent ME7 8EG

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877 A

boilertechservices@btinternet.com ¢
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts i

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham ME8 7RU

www.salter-mclean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS
U Wl aye DUTIINS M A

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT'’s
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA
www.qcrsales.co.uk gcrmick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG y @?
BRYANT 2
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
"NAT:T@ AT RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 22 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!

01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, internal and
external, Carpentry and Plumbing
Barry Baker
barrybaker1955@gmail.com

07849 418 868

HYMNS MERRY AND SHERRY
St Michael and All Angels, Hartlip.
Would like to invite you to Hymns Merry and Sherry
Sunday 1st March, 5.00pm.
Enjoy favourite hymns chosen by the congregation
We will also be serving refreshments.
AN EVENING WITH ABBA CHIQUE
Bredhurst Village Hall
Friday 6th March, 7.30pm
A brilliant authentic Tribute Act to ABBA
Licensed Bar and Raffle
Tickets £12 each (limited number available) from
June Cox 01634 268544 or 07842 216116

‘FALLEN ANGELS’ by Richard Everett
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham

March 12.13.14.15.16.19.20.21.

Curtain up at 8.00pm.

As a clergy wife Grace has spent a lifetime on best
behaviour. Now, following the death of her husband
Bardolph, she is enjoying the new-found freedom of
being able to do and say exactly as she pleases. But
the return of her eccentric missionary sister, Ruth,
together with some disturbing revelations forces
Grace to confront the truth of her marriage. Set in a
classic English vicarage garden the play is filled with
sharp-edged comedy and probing wit.

Book your tickets now!

Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

LIVE MUSIC FOR SPRING

Careful Now Promotions

Oasthouse Community Centre, Rainham.

Friday 20th March, 7.30pm

Broken Chanter, Randolph’s Leap and Moonsoup
Saturday 4th April, 7.30pm

The Catenary Wires, Pete Astor & The Pastel Waves
Tickets £7 on the door (£5 for students). Advance
tickets available on line. Collecting donations for
Medway Foodbank, if you are able to contribute.
Enquiries carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com

CHARITY COFFEE MORNING / CAKE SALE
Saturday 21st March, 10.00am — 1.00pm

Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead

In aid of Support Dogs UK and

20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air Scout Group
Help change lives with a cup of tea and cake!

All Invited. Free Entry

Donations of cakes welcome.

Y Neat Feet ¢
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady

QUIZ NIGHT
The Friends of St Margaret's Church
Saturday 21st March, 7.30pm (prompt start).
Millennium Centre, Rainham
Tables of 8 - £4 pp Advance booking essential.
Contact Kay 230430 or Lesley 379796.
Please bring your own drinks & nibbles.

SPRING CONCERT Rochester Cathedral
Rochester Choral Society
Saturday 28th March, 7.00pm
Rutter: The Gift of Life — Six Canticles of Creation

Chilcott: Requiem. With a chamber ensemble,

Conducted by John Hancorn
Tickets: £15 (nave); £7 (restricted view);
£5 (students) Book 01634 401049
online: www.rochesterchoral.co.uk/tickets

QUIZ
Inner Wheel Club of Upchurch
River Valley Restaurant
Friday March 27th 6.30pm for 7pm sharp.
Tickets £12 each to include a Fish & Chip Supper
from Secretary Rosemarie Barnes 07547 250010
or rosemarie.barnes777@gmail.com.

‘LIFE IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT’
Newington Concert Party
An Evening of Song and Laughter
Saturday 28th March, 7.30pm
Newington Village hall
Tickets £5 from: Alison 01795 843150
Clare 01795 842605 or Thelma 1 Station Road
Licensed bar (waiter service)
BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 4th April , 7pm for 7.30pm start
Twydall Church hall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 each, Tables of 6 - 8
Bring your own Drink + Nibbles Free Tea & Cotfee
Plenty of free parking Book in advance
01634 233405 or 01634 375486

BREDHURST VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 18th April

The ultimate tribute to the 'swinging 60's

Mel Harris Guitar / Vocalist

brings his talent to our stage

Tickets £10pp on Sale from March 21st

Contact Ray Surridge 01634 268998/
trsurridge@tiscali.co.uk

Tickets can be delivered to your door or collected.
Reserve tickets before with June Cox 07842 216116.

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN

practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns ALARMS AND CCTV
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, ME8 OPX
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs rs/ Telsphane:i01634 679762
Email: mail teralarms.. Fair Trader
Tel: 01634 322591 ® i by o
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY/FEBRUARY
These Notes are about a trip around the coast of the
Isle of Thanet between Margate and Ramsgate. [ was
hoping to see, among other birds, ocean-going sea
birds, either sheltering in Margate Harbour or passing
up or down the coast out to sea. In late January, well-
wrapped up, and with a cheery wave from Mrs Ennis,
[ was off to a wintry seaside. When I arrived at
Margate the tide was out and there was little nautical
activity in the Harbour. There was constant clinking
noise from the yachts in their berths, as sail ropes and
fittings rattled against masts in the wind. The small,
variously coloured flags on the floats stacked in the
fishing boats flapped furiously in the wind. A small
flock of redshank feeding on a mud bank flew off with
their familiar alarm call and I came across some very
relaxed turnstones searching for mini-beasts amongst
seaweed. But there was nothing of real interest in the
harbour. No guillemots. No kittiwakes. No red
throated divers. On Ramsgate Sands some intrepid
residents were exercising their dogs. It was a
disappointing, but not unexpected, start. I headed for
Broadstairs, which is a small, quiet and charming
resort. I stopped on the road overlooking the resort’s
little harbour in Viking Bay, formed by a horseshoe of
low chalk cliffs. The beach huts were all locked up,
and the swing boats and Punch and Judy stand had
long been packed away. My vantage point gave me a
good view of the sea but there were no passing sea
birds out there. The calls of jackdaws and the raucous
cries of herring gulls were the only sounds of bird life.
I recommenced my journey north along the coast road
which was lined with seaside villas and sycamore and
holm oak trees, both species able to cope with the
salty air. [ passed the North Foreland Lighthouse
standing at the highest point of the coastal chalk cliffs.
This was followed, after a steep downhill stretch, by a
large field of cauliflowers next to the North Foreland
Golf Club’s course. The field was a reminder that
pockets of farming still exist among the urban sprawl
of the Thanet towns. Grey and red- legged partridges
used to be quite common among the cabbages, sprouts
and cauliflowers of the chalky fields of the Isle of
Thanet, but I am not sure of the present position. After
a climb uphill, I stopped for lunch at the Captain

CARPENTRY =

DECORATING « PROBLEM SOLVING -

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

DECKING

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING * GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Digby public house. A nice warm blush came to my
cheeks after the cold outside. From a seat by the
window I had a view over Kingsgate Bay and
Kingsgate Castle, a 19th century folly. I spotted a line
of sinister-looking, large, black birds with long necks.
They were cormorants! After an enjoyable lunch I
went into the pub’s garden overlooking the Bay. I
spotted a group of fulmars, white head, white
underneath, grey on top and lacking the black wing
tips of gulls. They were gliding around, in their
characteristic stiff-winged fashion, along the edges of
the cliffs. They appeared to be inspecting their usual
nesting sites on the cliff tops and ledges, as they tend
to do as early as January. I headed for Foreness Point,
the northern tip of the Isle of Thanet. The coast line of
Thanet is comprised of chalk cliffs, sandy bays and
rocky platforms encrusted with mussels and covered
in seaweed. When the tide is out, rocky pools, which
attract children with their buckets and fishing nets, are
formed on the platforms. When uncovered, the
platforms also provide a source of food for oyster
catchers, turnstones, purple sandpipers, ringed plovers
and rock pipits. Foreness Point is comprised of one of
these platforms and is approached across a miniature
golf course. [ sat down overlooking the Point, with my
binoculars, on my portable stool. In due course, [
picked out both turnstone and purple sandpiper. The
latter’s upper feathers are faintly glassed with purple.
Both species were feeding out of the wind on the
leeward side of the raised platform. The two species
are well camouflaged, are therefore easily overlooked
and are quite tame. I was pleased to have had a good
look at the birds.

[ left for Margate, having given myself time for a visit
to the Turner Contemporary, including a cup of tea
and a cake. Unfortunately, being a Monday, it was
closed. So I parked on Margate Pier, which is a
functional precursor of all such seaside structures. I
went into the Harbour Arms, a small pub and café,
where [ bought a large mug of tea and sat outside, in
the atternoon sunshine and in the shelter of the pier
wall. Running about under the tables was a rock pipit,
which are fairly common on the seashore, but
surprising to see at close quarters running among
people’s legs. I was about to set for home when |
noticed that the tide was coming in, driving before it a
large number of tiny sanderlings and small number of
turnstones and redshanks. The sanderlings were

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

running backwards and forwards along the tide line,
their little legs moving so fast that they appeared as if
powered by batteries. As the cavalcade moved well
into the harbour I noticed, below me, four or five more
rock pipits, these ones behaving as expected, by
searching for insects among decaying seaweed. As the
tide lapped against the walls of the harbour, the
sanderlings, turnstones and rock pipits - the redshanks
having flown off - were confined to a small area of
sand under the harbour wall near the clock tower.

Like me, a number of visitors had followed the birds
to their last stand against the tide, and the last chance
to feed, before they had to fly off. It was an amazing
sight and a great privilege to be able to watch tiny
sanderlings, all the way from the Arctic, quite unfazed
by people looking down at them. And all in dear old
Margate! Joe Ennis
MEMORIES OF RAINHAM continued

After an unsuccessful start to my career in the retail
industry at Littlewoods in Gillingham I was lucky to
find a job at Rainham Co-op

I started in the haberdashery department which was at
the top of Station Road (now it is Bet Fred the
bookmakers).

I loved working in the haberdashery, all manner of
things were in little wooden drawers: cotton reels;
buttons; elastic and needles to name but a few. The
other departments were women’s wear, material and
perfumes. It was a very old building but had a rare
quality - it was cosy. The Co-op bakery was next door.
At Christmas time the bakery made sugared mice
which was certainly a hit with me. A bit of nostalgia
from Christmas past.

My manageress, Mrs Gladstone, was very strict but
when eventually the Co.op was taken over by Dartford
Invicta Co-op I managed to get a transfer to the
houseware department on the top road which is now
the site of The Healthy Living Centre opposite St
Margaret’s Church.

When the Co-op was taken over the shop changed
dramatically. Mr Crayford was the manager and Mr
Pigeon was the houseware manager. [ started in the
houseware department then got promoted to the
clectrical department where [ stayed. It was in the days
of ‘blue stamps’ so whatever you brought or had on
HP you ended up with so many stamps which were
stuck into a book. When the book was full you could
spend it.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
= CHIPPING

e o LINDSA

* MULCH —

- FIREWOOD & COM PANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

In winter when it got dark early the whole store was
ablaze with lights and as you looked across the road
you could see St Margarets Church also lit up - it gave
you a warm feeling working there.
When the Co-op store was finally modernised in 1979
the haberdashery, women’s wear and all the other
departments plus the bank office moved to the main
store on the High Street so we were all under the same
roof. The co-op food department moved across Station
Road into the new shopping precinct. It survived there
for a good many years. It was a sad day when it closed
in 1997 but they were just not making any money.
[ stayed at the Co-op until I got married. Mr Craytord
closed the store on the afternoon of my wedding day
so everyone could watch me getting out of the car in
my wedding dress, My dad was very proud of me that
February day, a bit chilly but no snow on the horizon.
I walked into St Margaret’s Church with a big smile
on my face.
You would be right in thinking that I have an affinity
with St Margarets Church having been baptised and
married there, some of my family are buried in the
churchyard near the old yew tree. It’s a beautiful
church somewhere to go to and to think.

Denise Hazelden

daisymay1016731@gmail.com

THE VERY MODEL OF MURDER
Murder Mystery evening by Alternate Shadows
Saturday 4th April, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Newington Village Hall ME9 7]J
Tickets £6 pp purchased in Advance
BYO Drinks and Nibbles.
Net proceeds for
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
contact : Mike on 01634 360906
Email: mikew16@blueyonder.co.uk
QUIZ
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Saturday 4th April, 7pm for prompt 7.30pm start.
Teams of 6. Bring your own drink and snacks.
Tickets £6 per person includes ploughman’s.
Information or to book 01795 844408

EUROJAM PRESENTS
music of .... Sweet Tokyo Joe
Saturday 4th April, 7.30pm
United Services Club, 171 High Street, Rainham
Tickets - £10 adult, £5 children (under 12s).
For tickets contact - Sarah Cabella 07949 626177.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business

Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured

Free Quotations

Contact Simon
Landline: 01634233724

i

Mobile: 07836610348
Email: Simontwigg@me.com




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

& Massage g&;

Do you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?

Professionally qualified massage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

HPR“ Hobiitoh Professional Reliable Service
df’mwﬂv
Renovations Lt

01634 615455
www.hprbuilding.co.uk

07721 365 630
Medway ,‘,,/'ﬁ

Fair Trader
fersrag)

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

Foot Health Practitioner.

Corns, Hard Skin, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care,
Athlete’s Foot, General Nail Cutting.

\In the comfort of your own home

Trudy Boulton ren rw. mMcFHP. MBAFHP
Tel: 01634 371910
= Mobile: 07903 793370

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*QGeneral Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

Composite doors are the future for doors.
| Over recent years the composite door market
‘ has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits
No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
| Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315
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Diary 2020

March 17th - GHS Floral Art Group ‘Mothering Sunday’
basket. (see 3rd March).

March 18th - RSPB Medway Local Group, Free Walk
with Nature, Church Woods Blean RSPB Reserve (CT2
9DD) 9.30am, (see 8th March).

March 18th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, a cheerful group of ladies
who would love you to join them. Speakers and other
activities as well as a lovely cuppa. Just come along or
call 01634 388912 for further details

March 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Katharine Hook - Title: All Things Sloe Gin and
Chocolate, Spring Show - Judge: Alan Wainwright,
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, Annual Subscription £10,
Entrance £1, Visitor’s £2. Details Lesley Wainwright
07791 781910 or John Fridd 01634 388028

March 19th - Rainham Women’s Institute meet 1.45 —
4.00pm, Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Granary Close Rainham. Visitors welcome for a small
entry charge per visit. Contact Lynne 01634 234997

March 19th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Tea —
Harmony — Wendy Back, (see Sth March).

March 20th - Soup ‘n’ Soul lunch, St Michael and all
Angels, Hartlip monthly during winter, 12noon —
2.00pm. Home-made soup with rolls accompanied by
soothing music for the soul.

March 20th - The Centre-Mind Body Spirit, lain Mason
cvening of clairvoyance new Venue Farthing Corner
Community Centre. Burnham Walk, Rainham, MES
8RZ. (No stilettos heels) 7.00pm. Tea, coffee and
biscuits. Free parking (please do not park on grass
Entrance Fee: £5. See Facebook The Centre-Mind
Body Spirit for information.

March 20th - Live Music for Spring, Oasthouse
Community Centre, Rainham. 7.30pm. Broken Chanter,
Randolph’s Leap and Moonsoup. Tickets £7 on the
door (£5 students). Advance tickets on line. Enquiries
carefulnowpromotions@gmail.com

March 21st - Charity Coffee Morning / Cake Sale. In aid
of Support Dogs UK and 20th Gillingham (Hempstead)
Air Scout Group, 10.00am — 1.00pm, Scout HQ, Dukes
Meadow Drive, Hempstead, All Invited. Free Entry,
Donations of cakes welcome.

March 21st - Quiz Night, The Friends of St Margaret's
Church, 7.30pm (prompt start). Millennium Centre,
Rainham, Tables of 8 - £4 per person. Advance booking
essential. Contact Kay 230430 or Lesley 379796.
Please bring your own drinks & nibbles.

March 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 6
miles/9.7 km - Leisurely circular Finish 1.15pm,
Medway River Walk from Allington. Park half a mile
down Castle Road on the right just passed the second
railway bridge. ME16 0TT, TQ748576 Bring a packed
lunch. Assistance dogs only. Contact: John W,
01634232668, FLAME451@hotmail.co.uk

March 25th - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium
Hall, Rainham, 7.00 for 7.30pm ‘The City of London
Curiosities — Part II” - Stuart Robinson All welcome,
Visitors £2, Contact Olwen O’Dowd 01634 263622

March 25th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, You’ll
Never Believe it but! - Mel Rees, (see 11th March).

March 26th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social — Film,
(see 5th March).

March 27th — Quiz, Inner Wheel Club of Upchurch, River
Valley Restaurant 7pm sharp. Tickets £12 each include
a Fish & Chip Supper from Secretary Rosemarie Barnes
07547 250010 or rosemaric.barnes777@gmail.com.
Good Raffle prizes, proceeds to local charity.

March 27th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy Trinity
Church, Twydall Lane, Gillingham ME8 6TN, 7.30 —
9.00pm. Mike White LRPS - Costa Rica — a world of
nature. Everyone Welcome, Students free, Free parking.
Come on the evening or Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

March 28th - “Life is What you Make it’, Newington
Concert Party, 7.30pm, Newington Village Hall,
Tickets £5 Alison 01795 843150, Clare 01795 842605
or Thelma 1 Station Road, Licensed bar (waiter service)

March 28th - Spring Concert, Rochester Choral Society,
7.00pm Rochester Cathedral Rutter: The Gift of Life —
Six Canticles of Creation, Chilcott: Requiem, with a
chamber ensemble, Conducted by John Hancorn.
Tickets: £15 (nave); £7 (restricted) £5 (students) Book
www.rochesterchoral.co.uk/tickets 01634 401049

March 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 7
miles/11.3 km - Leisurely circular finish 2.00pm Park
Faversham Station car park (£1 all day) ME13 8LF,
TRO15608 . Drinks/snack halfway. Includes walking
along roads / tracks and across grassland / riverside. 4
Stiles. David, 07815106791, brown2918@gmail.com

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
[Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

IAIl Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of
outstanding natural
beauty

5 Star rated
by Local Authority
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR

) 3
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Kent ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
] A NO JOBTOO SMALLORTOOBIG ,, .
ADING Your Local Reliable Contractor ,, o
Fair Trader

TR.
STANDARDS Y

James Zammit
AFPROVE 01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7PH

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.

*B¥ Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS

01634 264753

ROY’ALL DRIVES & PATIOS

Patios ~ Fencing ~ brickwork ~ Tarmac
Block Paving ~ Driveways & Patio Repairs

WEB: www.royalldrivespatios.co.uk
ST
Q>

EMAIL roy-alldandp@outlook.com
Tel: 01634 613976
Mob: 07495 799337
TV PROBLEMS?
Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Eloctronlcs
Est. 1982

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Servicel
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March 29th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Dungeness Peninsular (TN29 ONE)
8.00am, (see 8th March).

March 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Andy Boorman 07881933358 Woolage Green
CT4 6SE GR 236492 for 7 mile casy, could be muddy
no stiles 3 /3% hours duration. Dogs Allowed

March 30th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd March).

April 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am - 7
miles/11.3 km - Moderate circular walk finishes
2.00pm. Meet outside St Dunstan’s, Church Road, West
Peckham. Please park considerately. ME18 511J,
TQ644525. Bring nibbles. Pub at end serving lunches.
Mostly footpaths, farm land and fairly flat. Contact:
John, 07749 760788, billingsjc@blueyonder.co.uk

April 2nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Botswana — Tony
Mitchell, (see 5th March).

April 3rd - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Toll Roads, Tunnels and Bridges - Geoff Beer,
(see 13th March).

April 4th - Eurojam presents music of Sweet Tokyo Joe,
7.30pm, United Services Club, High Street, Rainham
MES 8AY. Tickets - £10 adult, £5 children (under 12s)
contact - Sarah Cabella 07949 626177.

April 4th - The Centre-Mind Body Spirit evening of
mediumship with Daniel Pitt, (see 1st March).

April 4th — Quiz, Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, prompt
7.30pm start. Teams of 6. Please bring your own drink
and snacks. Tickets £6 pp includes ploughman’s,
contact Kay Howard Challis to book 01795 844408

April 4th - The Very Model of Murder, Murder Mystery
cvening by Alternate Shadows, Newington Village
Hall ME9 711, 7.00 for 7.30pm start. Tickets £6 pp
purchased in advance. BYO Drinks and Nibbles. Net
proceeds for Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
Mike 01634 360906 mikew16(@blueyonder.co.uk

April 4th - Live Music for Spring, Oasthouse Community
Centre, The Catenary Wires, Pete Astor, and The Pastel
Waves. (see 20th March).

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

. Kitchens & Bathrooms
— Compfdc home improvement service

Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007

www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

April 4th - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham Tickets £5 each,
Tables of 6 - 8, Book in advance, Bring your own
Drink + Nibbles, Free Tea Coffee + Biscuits, Plenty of
free parking, Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

April 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am.
Meet Frank /Mim Ewen 01634 669970 Matfield
Green, beside Maidstone Road B2160 TN12 7JX GR
658418 for 7.3 mile undulating walk with hilly sections,
mud expected. Stiles & steps unknown. No Dogs

April 5th - Indoor Boot Fair, 10.00am — 1.00pm, Twydall
Community Centre, Beechings Way, MES6PZ Tables
£10, Refreshments available, S0p entry, Janet Duke
07809 892883 or pinkdukebox(@aol.com for details.

April 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society (see 3rd March

April 7th - Breast Cancer Support Group, A talk and
demonstration on ‘Indian Head Massage’, (3rd March).

April 7th - GHS Floral Art Group ‘Easter Bonnet’, (sec
3rd March).

April 8th - East Medway U3A, Hypo Hounds. (11th Mar)

April 8th - All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Nostalgia
Evening, (see 11th March).

April 9th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Easter bonnet
competition, (see 5th March).

April 10th - Good Friday Easter Experience, Churches
Together in Twydall 10.00am -12noon, More details
www.rcftwydall.org.uk_see the What’s On section

April 11th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 14th March).

April 13th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 2nd March).

April 13th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Matthew Bason, (see 9th March).

April 14th - ‘Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club’,
‘Collectable Card Cases” Margaret Huntley, (see 10th
March).

April 14th — Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society. Back to
Basics, advice from the expert on how to grow your
plants — Carol Gubler, (see 10th March).

April 15th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, (see 18th March).

April 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Russell Bowes -
Title: The Painted Garden, Bring and Buy Produce
Stall, (see 18th March).

April 16th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Pheonix Singers —
Margaret Springett, (see 5th March).

April 16th - Rainham Women’s Institute (19th March)..

April 17th - Soup ‘n” Soul lunch, St Michael and all
Angels, Hartlip (see 20th March).

April 18th - Bredhurst Village Hall. The ultimate tribute
to the 'swinging 60's Mel Harris Guitar / Vocalist.
Tickets £10pp on sale from March 21st contact Ray
Surridge 01634 268998 trsurridge@tiscali.co.uk

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
OLEV Approved Installer
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based)

www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk
01634 235465 or 07592 577521

E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MOWERS serviced & sharpened.
Free collection — very prompt. Call
01634 613011 or 07523 669 034.
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com

MR FLAT PACK

All flat packs assembled at reasonable
prices. Free quotes. Please ring Alan
on 07500 157 285.

LUKE MILES PHOTOGRAPHY
Available for any Occasion

Contact mobile 07453 671571
LukeMilesPhotography@gmail.com

GARDEN FENCING, WINTER
Tidy-Ups. ALSO General garden
maintenance, Mowing, strimming,
pruning, weeding. Local.

Call John 07917 108 867

1 BUY OLD SMOKING PIPES
email, message or ring
tonypeters83@hotmail.com
07743 653 575.

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315/ 07766 980 732

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 140
Leave message if no reply.

HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505.
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m? (=250 logs), om® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established

quality Rainham Laboratory.
Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

144CLUB WALDERSLADE 14 years
of world class music concerts right here
in Kent! 3 Course Dinner Too! Visit
144club.co.uk or call 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948.

GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email
enquiries(@oastcentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: @The Oast Rainham.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Derek Tindall 01634 365758.
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404.

%* g gk

NEW SEASON’S APPLE
JUICE NOW AVAILABLE

fedededede ek ke

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Snaffles,

4 The Street, Upchurch, Riverside
Country Park, Lower Rainham Road,
Westmoor Farm Nursery (on the A2),
Mierscourt Farm Shop or from the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For
more information see the orchard page
on www.thenet.uk.net or FB page.

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages lofts, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335 or
01634261643.
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THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape
Shape
£30 per month
£84 for 3 months

Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish 1634 310011

9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
o Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
« Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
« 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

Gefion Dog Training Club

g
X

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Action Forum Distribution
We always need volunteer help with
the distribution of copies door to
door. See the list on page 3
Of particular help is cover for
Holidays or sickness
Please email af@thenct.uk.net
if you are able to help or ring
01634310011 please mention
Action Forum as this is
The Net office who will take
messages .

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST

Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to
head, neck, shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment

is tailored to you for only £30

Pre-paid gift certificates also available

Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66@gmail.com

Grooming by
Honey
Qualified, professional

one to one Grooming
for your cats and dogs

Fully insured
Please contact me for
an appointment

07745 329873

@ CERFACE :

FOR TILES
WE’VE GOT IT!

If you are looking for : - Elegant,

Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles.
Porcelain - Marble - Ceramic
Mosaic - Stone - Glass,

n Supply & Fit Service ¥
Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR

WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

look no further!

for more information and opening hours.

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
cats only.

completely new cattery, fully compliant with|
all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provided.

iewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nichold

Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com
Web: www.whiskerslodge.com

PAMGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

GEAY

GARAGE DOOK ASSOEIATES

634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk




JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.

Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
A Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / 1 Est 1971 S
Plumbing & {5“5@ fil e
Heating Chris Hallett 8+ Og 0

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

rorioossimates wprone: 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets,
fuse boards i l!EllE/\
& full rewires Neuies (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

FREE NO
\@ CURTAIN & BS‘%E?EAF{\JCTURE S LTD OBLIGATION
¢ RJ QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystaicuriains. co.uk, W: www crystalcurtains.co.uk

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors o =
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. Pestace (2]

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports
Tel 01634 727272 Mob 07904955375

www.eightseatertaxi.co.uk

e 24 hour Personal Service
o Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funewal Directers

A private family owned and run business

e Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

[SALFE

e Private Chapels of Rest
o Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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