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September is the tradit nal I'lopPicki;lg

season. Before the second world war Rainham
schools had two weeks holiday so children
could assist their mothers working in the hop
gardens. Now Rainham has no hop gardens!

[ have found these two pictures of Hop
Picking in Rainham but unfortunately have
lost any accompanying captions. If anyone can
name the farm, the gentlemen or any of the
pickers | would be very pleased - email
af@thenct.uk.net. See also ‘A Century Worth
Celebrating * on page 3.

Conservatories designed and built ~ Upgrades to existing conservatory roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors ~ Misted units replaced
Family run independent company
) L For advice and a very competitive quote call
ﬂmgl? ] Installers of Quality
Products for 35 years

www.salmonwindows.co.uk 01634 363881
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Editorial

We are very pleased to include this month an article
by Florence Classey, a friend of Ellen Stringer,
celebrating Ellen’s 100 birthday this month. Ellen was
born and bred in Rainham but after travelling the
world returned to her roots when she was needed to
assist her parents. We have now reached the time
when our centenarians were born after the end of the
First World War but nevertheless had extremely
difficult early lives as the country only slowly
recovered but then slipped into depression, economic
unrest and a second world war. Those celebrating a
hundred years now must indeed have been very hardy
souls. | wonder how many centenarians we have in the
Rainham area and particularly how many were born
and brought up here.

September is according to John Keats poem ‘To
Autumn’ the season of mists and mellow fruitfulness.
This year we could also add hot, sunny days as we
basked in the sunshine. A prolonged Indian summer
always sets us up to better endure the short, cold days
ahead and nothing seems quite as bad if the sun
shines. When Ellen was a child in Rainham, and
indeed until the 1950s, September would have been
the time when you loaded all the needs for the day on
1o any available wheeled handcart and with the
neighbours and all the children the women walked to
their nearest hop garden for the annual picking season.
Although it was regarded as a holiday it was serious
hard work as each picker was paid by quantity picked.
The adults who were much quicker and more skilled
stripped the largest clusters from the bine whilst the
children were left with the small blooms at the tips
which took much longer to produce any worthwhile
quantities. When the weather was good it was an
enjoyable, social occasion and the extra money was
certainly very useful in many households. I remember
as a child seeing our neighbours trudging home at the
end of each day with black hands and bedraggled
clothes as their reward for a hard days picking.

From our Diary pages it would appear that October is
Quiz time. You have a wide choice of charities to
support if you enjoy pitting your wits against each
other in friendly competition. We also start the build
up to the Christmas season with several early Fairs
and Bazaars but before that we have the annual
Remembrance Day events and poppy selling. Local

organisers would appreciate your help manning the
many British Legion Poppy Stalls we have in and
around the area. If you have some spare time between
October 28th, when the appeal launches, until
November 9th please get in touch with either Barry
Sprason 01634 308878 to help at Tesco, Gillingham
or Sandra Colyer 01634 362863 for Hempstead
Valley.

Plenty to do and many more clubs within our pages
always open to welcome you so until next month, keep
busy and enjoy what is left of the autumn sunshine,
see you again in November.

Correspondence
‘THE WITNESSES®
Dear Editor
Readers of Action Forum you will be welcome to
experience a live performance of “The Witnesses’
The Parish of South Gillingham, with the Parish of St.
Peter, Boughton Monchelsea will be performing The
Witnesses, by Clive Sansom during November this
year. More than 30 readers will take part, drawn from
both parishes.
The Witnesses is Clive Sansom’s best known
collection of poems and tells the life of Jesus of
Nazareth from the perspective of those who knew him
during his time on earth. It was joint winner of
the Festival of Britain poetry prize in 1950 and has
been performed all over the world. Clive Sansom was
a Quaker and a conscientious objector during the
Second World War.
The performances will take place at St Peter’s Church,
Church Hill, Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone ME17
4BU on Saturday 9th November and at St Matthew’'s
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Rainham MES
ONX on Saturday 16th November. Both performances
commence at 7.00pm. Entry is free with a retiring
collection for charity. Both churches have large car
parks. You would be welcome to attend both
performances if you wish experience the performance
in fundamentally different environments. St Peter’s:
traditional with architecture from the 15th Century and
St Matthew’s current building: modern constructed in
1965. 1f you would like any further information
regarding The Witnesses or the performances, please
contact: Paul Warren - pawarren@hotmail.co.uk -
01622 744793 or Geoff Hufton — 01634 234712 or
geoff. hufton@hotmail.co.uk
We look forward to welcoming you to our churches.
DROP-IN EVENING
Wigmore Community & Residents Association
Wednesday October 9th, 7.30 - 9.30pm
St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive, MES 0PD
Discuss traffic noise in the Wigmore area. Meet
Local MP, Councillors, Council Officers and local
Community Police (all subject to availability).
Open to all Wigmore residents

A CENTURY WORTH CELEBRATING

Ellen Mary Stringer is celebrating her 100th Birthday
on 13th October 2019.

Ellen’s parents belonged to ‘The Farming Community
of Rainham’ where her father was manager of a fruit
farm. Kent was then known as “The Garden of
England’ because of its fertile soil and mild climate
allowing orchards of fruit and hop gardens to be
successful. Ellen enjoyed helping with the work. She
remembers sitting on the bails of hops being carried
by horse and cart to the Oast Houses in Rainham for
drying. Hop picking in Rainham was primarily done
by locals, the local schools had an annual two week
‘hop picking” holiday in September so the children
could help, but further afield in Kent London families
were recruited for the work and to enjoy a holiday in
the countryside in the process.

Ellen was christened and confirmed in St Margaret’s
Church, where her father was an active member. She
had a brother, Frank, who worked in the Dockyard and
a sister Florence, married to Arthur, who had a
daughter Rosemary. Sadly all have died.

After graduating from the County Grammar School
Ellen trained as a nurse at Hammersmith and West
Middlesex Hospitals in London. She later completed a
midwifery course at St Bart’s Hospital. During the war
years she remained in London, helping with nursing,
midwifery and social needs following the devastation
to health and housing during the Blitz. She was also
allocated to the midlands to look after people affected
there. Ellen then undertook a Teachers Training
Course at High Wycombe College to prepare her for
her next plan of action. She went to Canada where she
worked in community care in rural areas with teaching
and supervision and also working at Hamilton
Maternity Unit.

Ellen returned to Kent owing to her father’s illness
and looked after both parents until the end of their
lives. Her next move was to Sheppey General

Hospital, where she was in charge of the Midwifery

Unit, she remained there for many years until her

retirement. The consultants were Mr Smelts and later

Mr Mathews. A colleague was Sheila Judge, a

midwilery sister, farmer, horse woman and author.

Sheila wrote a history of Sheppey dating back to

Viking times — very interesting and available in

Libraries. Later another book *Tales of Old Sheppey’

detailed changes she observed,

Following retirement Ellen helped in the Rainham

Community with care for neighbours, friends and

members of St Margaret” congregation, While her

health allowed she was very active in the church, she

belonged to many organisations including: The Trefoil

Guild, a group of ex Girl Guides who support local

groups; NHS Fellowship for retired NHS staff; MMs

for retired midwives.

Over the last few years Ellen has had to make

signilicant changes to her life. Giving up driving,

moving from her bungalow in Orchard Street to live in

sheltered accommodation at Longford Court and then

Newington Court where 24 hour help is possible.

None of these decisions were easy for such an

independent person but each became necessary.

However she is grateful to God for the life she has had

and the good family and friends along the way.
Florence Classey
01634 364330
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FOLK'S FOOTCARE wicrnp marnp
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.
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Shaw Electrical Services

For all types of electrical works
Extra Sockets & Lights ~ Fuse Board Changes ~ Full Rewires
Security & Outside Lights ~ Showers ™~ Smoke Alarms
No job too small
Qualified Electrician, Reliable Service, Fully Insured,
Call Chris on: 07939 018998 or 01634 613523
For free quotations & advice

[ Home Help Service

AtHome Qut & About L
* Housework » Visiting the shops Take Care
= Respite sitting ~ * Suppartto et
« Well-being visits EPPCN“T"_'IEHT;_ | Psiease s usl . «
« Gardening/ * Companionship

Handyman for outings 016'%4 316"?02“1

sent the very) person I .+« | Assistants CRB checked,
o, she could have been famill)’ | “insured & referenced
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Diary 2019

No charge 1s made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affewthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: October 22nd 2019

October 1st — 31st - Art Exhibition, Rainham Library. An
exhibition of original paintings for sale in a variety of
media and styles by local artists from the Rainham Art
Group, details email rainhamartgroup@ gmail.com

October 6th - RSPB Medway Local Group Walk with
Nature, Sandwich Bay Bird Observatory CT13 9PF,
8.00am, Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear.
For more details visit www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
www.facebook.com/The-RSPB-Medway-Local-Group-
T33548566806267/

October 6th - Sunday Service. Intuitive card readings with
Kirstie (£5 donation) from 5.30pm. Service 6.30pm
with guest medium Stephen Graves at The Centre Mind
Body Spirit, next to Travelodge, M2 Services MES
8PQ. Tea, coffee biscuits and healing available
(donations appreciated). All welcome £4 entrance incl a
raffle ticket. See our Facebook page for full and up to
date information: The Centre-Mind Body Spirit.

October 6th - Indoor Boot Fair, 10.00am — 1.00pm,
Twydall Community Centre, Beechings Way MES 6ZP
Tables £10, refreshments available, 50p entry. Contact
Janet Duke 07809 892883 or pinkdukebox@aol.com

October 6th - Harvest Tea, Millennium Centre, Rainham,
3.30 pm ring 379062 Transport can be arranged.

October 8th - Rainham Horticultural Society meets first
Tuesday each month 7.30pm, Rainham Cricket Club,
Berengrave Lane. New members welcome. Details Ms
Lynn Preston - (17931 337310 or 01634 360100,

October 8th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society Gillingham
and District, 7.30pm start, Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall Lane, MES 6JU, ‘The Lost Empires” Wilf
Lower, The Last Days of Music Hall and Variety in
Medway. All welcome, Ring 01634852519 for details

October 8th - Medway Antique and Collectors” Club, 7.30
for 8.00pm, Clubhouse of the Rainham Cricket Club,
Annual General Meeting. Memberships now open at
£25, for further information Tel: 01634 851512 or
simply just turn up.

October 8th - Reiki, rahanni, spiritual, crystal and Chi
healing given freely, donations welcome, every
Tuesday evening 7.30 - 9pm and every Wed 10.00 to
11.30am at The Centre, Mind Body Spirit, (see 6th Oct)

October 9th - East Medway U3 A, Smallholders
Club MES 0JG, 2.00 - 4.00pm, Jim Preston -
‘Rochester Airport’, Details see castmedwayu3a
website or ring 07733 554719, new members welcome.

October 9th - Curry Night, Holding on Letting Go,
Supporting bercaved children and their families, 7.00 —
10.30pm, Spice Fusion, Deanwood Drive. Great food,
friendly company and musical entertainment. Tickets
£25 pp from www.spicefusionkent.com/special-events

October 9th — Wigmore Community & Residents
Association Drop-In Evening, 7.30 - 9.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, MES OPD first 30 minutes on
concerns regarding traffic noise, meet and discuss local
issues. Open to all Wigmore residents.

October 9th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm. Teddy Boys and Mini
Skirts - Andrew Theobold, for details contact Rhonda
Peck 07951 629444

October 10th - Wigmore WI Community Coffee Morning,
10am - 12 noen, St Matthews Community Centre,
Drewery Drive.. Have a friendly chat with members
whilst enjoying free coffee, tea and cakes. Everyone
welcome! Contact Sue (7956 494740

» TILED ROOFING
# Plastering # Tiling Bl
_ Established 30 years « PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
s ; NO JOB TOO SMALL + FULL REPAIR SERVICE
Friendly service FREE ESTIMATES For a prompt reliable service

Free quote

077383 66444
www medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services

01634 710539
07884 180595

enguiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk
WWW.a. [OCIhﬂE -services.co.uk

Lapies ONLY BADMINTON
MEDWAY Bansinton Association Haln
100 Casteemamse Ave, Gieomsaras ME7 20E
Tuespay 2.00 - 4.00em - WepNEsDAY 10.004M - 12N00N
Fripay 1L00AM—L00EM
£3 PER SESSION AND S0P FOR SHUTTLES
FREE PARKING - FREE RACKET HIRE - CanvGing Faciurmes
LiGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE - FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
INDOOR NON-MARKING SOLED TRAINERS MUST BE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

0 l 634 572 l 87 OR EMAIL !\IB.-\IMIJMIN'I'(}NI:E_'KTC{]NNI)CT.[‘(]M

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road. Rainham, Kent

October 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Tony Mitchell, for over
50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

October 11th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

October 11th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
MES 610 2.00 - 4.00pm. North Kent Marshes - lan
Jackson & Keith Robinson, membership £20.Visitors
£3 per meeting. Tea/Coffee before meeting for a small
charge. For more information contact Val Barrand
07947 583327 or email lupusrufus@sky.com

October 1 1th - One Big Family, Helping the Homeless,
Quiz Night, Tables of 8 — Start 7.00pm, Tickets £7
includes ploughmans, Bring own drinks. St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, Rainham ME8 9BH Contact:
01634 362863 or sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk

October 12th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments available, To book a stall, £10 each,
email cjderaftmarkets(@yahoo.com 07779 366054

October 12th - Annual Big Knit, Making Miracles,
10.00am — 1.00pm, Rochester Cathedral, Some wool
provided but donations welcome. All welcome please
email names to sallyl@makingmiracles.org.uk

miles/8.8 km —

October 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5.5

Leisurely Circular walk finishes
1.00pm. Meet Cobtree Manor Car Park off Forstal
Road, toilets and café. £2 parking all day ME20 TAG,
TOQ743587 Fairly flat and no stiles, Mostly country
footpaths, woods and orchards. Contact: John, 07749
760788, billingsjefa blueyonder.co.uk Dog friendly

October 13th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Dungeness Sea and Shore TN29 9NE,
8.30am, (sce 6th Oct).

October 13th - Volunteer Conservation Task Days,
Riverside Country Park and every Thursday 10.00am —
2.00pm. Learn about the Country Park management and
help with practical tasks. Register interest on 01634
337432 and meet at the Visitor Centre.

October 14th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 —4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 07523 124668

October 14th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, 50th Anniversary year, Parkwood Community
Centre, Rminham, MES 9PN, 7.30pm, Organist —

Dirk Ranzijn, details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

October 14th, Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore MES ONX,
Demonstration by Tracy Griffin ‘Blue Skies, Green
Grass’ Information see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk
or ring 01634 863034 / 01634 373928 / 01795 843180

October 12th - Rainham Evening W1 Craft Fair, 10.00am  October 14th - Medway Sunlight Rotary Charity

— 2.00pm, St Paul's Church, Parkwood, refreshments,
crafts, raffle, tombola, preserves, cakes, plants,
Jjewellery and children's crafts. Free entry and free
parking. Ring 01634 365303 for more details

October 12th - Autumn Quiz Night, Medway Asthma Self
-Help (MASH), 7.30pm start, Roko Health Club,
Watling Street, MES 6BY. Tickets £5 each, teams up to
eight, ring 01634 855844, email
medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com

October 12th - Alternate Shadows Murder Mystery,

Fundraising Indian Meal, 7.30pm, Naz's Rasoi, 82
Frindsbury Road, Strood ME2 4HY. £20 for two course
Indian meal. Raising funds for *Holding on Letting Go”
For more details or to reserve a place contact Grace
Kelly 07870 636451 or Jane Loder 07930 826382

October 15th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, MER 9PM. 7.30 -
9.45pm £4. A Year in the life of a BTO Regional Rep -
Penny Williams. For Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/
groups/medway

7.30pm start, Newington Village Hall ME9 71J. Tickets October 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Halloween™ —

£6 pp in advance, BYO drinks and nibbles, 01634
360906 or mikew 16(@blueyonder.co.uk

October 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am. Meet John Trebill 01634 244045 St Mary's
Platt Church. On road limited parking. Park carefully.
GR 623570 TN15 8NE for 5 mile walk undulating
along some roads, across grass, and woods. Could be
muddy. Dogs Allowed

AE RIALS [LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
[ Fully Qualified
TV Aerials / Freesat [ All Works Certified and Insured
Systems Installed IDC INSTALLATIONS LTD
® Extra TV /SKY Points : L )
e TV Wall Mountine Emailinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk
o TV & Apliatoes Se1 Telephone: 01634 325164
Up Mobile: 07977 432799
Call Nick 07949 588464 e oo
or 01634 262582 "'I""‘ | e
AP SERVICES RAINHAM e, PR e

arrangement in a pumpkin. New members welcome,
first visit free, no experience needed, come for a
friendly welcome. Parking available. Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebuss{@btinternet.com

October 16th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Conningbrook Lakes CP, Ashford TN24
9QX, 9.30am. (see 6th Oct).

Continued on Page 11

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929



* Accounting ¢ Auditing ] |
* Bookkeeping Services J A D '
5 Payron i Tax & VAT CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS :

Call now for a FREE initial consultation

4 Bloors Lane 01634 375222
Rainham admin@jadaccountants.co.uk
Kent ME8 7EG www.jadaccountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts s

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efTicient and
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

d personal service

[ QCR CAR REPAIRS_ _|

.'A.uto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA
www.qcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk

1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES 8B. {.ust off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

T

CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 22 years

MNon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!
01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, internal and
external, Carpentry and Plumbing
Barry Baker
barrybaker1955@gmail.com
07849 418 868

6

THE WEDDING SINGER
The Central Theatre, Chatham
Wednesday 16th - Friday 18th October, 7.30pm;
Saturday 19th October, 2.30pm & 7.30pm
Gillingham Dramatic Society
Band A Tickets from £17, concessions from £15.50
Band B tickets from £15, concessions from £13.50.
Not recommended for under twelve years of age.
Ring (11634 338338 or see
boxoffice@medway.gov.uk for tickets
PETER'S PLACE QUIZ
Friday 18th October, 7.00 — 10.00pm
The Oast, Granary Close, Rainham, MES 7SG
Bar available. £5 per person. Food included.

6 people per team. To book a table please ring
01634 570443 or 01634 578879
KNOWLEDGE & NIBBLES EVENING
The Friends of St Margaret's Church Rainham
The Millennium Centre
Saturday 19th October, 7.30pm (prompt start).
Nibbles provided bring own drinks & glasses.
Tables of 8 - £6 per person. Advance booking
essential. Contact Kay 230430 or Lesley 379796.
THE WRIGHT MURDER
An Improbable Murder Mystery by Heather Cornally
Hempstead Players - Community Theatre Group
Friday 25th October, 7.30pm and
Saturday 26th October, 2.30pm & 7.30pm
All Saints & Hempstead Village Hall,
Tickets £8 available from: 07421 817158
Web - www.thechempsteadplayers.co.uk
Email - info@thehempsteadplayers.co.uk

BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 26th October, 7pm for 7.30pm start
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 cach, Tables of 6-8, Book in advance
Bring your own drink and nibbles
Free Tea, Coffee and Biscuits available
Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486
‘PARTY NIGHT”?

Bredhurst Village Hall
Saturday 26th October, 7.00 for 7.30pm start.
Donna D*Sylva brings you 60s - 90°s
Rock n Roll + Soul + Motown + Swing + Pop
Tickets £10 Reserve in advance from Ray
trsurridge@tiscali.co.uk or 01634 268998
Collection or delivery to your door
Fully licenced bar until 11.30pm.

Master Alarms

CURRY NIGHT
Holding On Letting Go—Supporting bereaved
children and their families in Kent & Medway
Wednesday 9th October, 7.00 — 10.30pm
Spice Fusion, Deanwood Drive, Rainham MES 9LH
Tickets £25 per person from
www.spicefusionkent.com/special-events
COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING.
Wigmore WI
Thursday 10th October, 10.00am - 12 noon
St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive,
Come and have a friendly chat with some of our
members whilst enjoying free coffee, tea and cakes.
Everyone welcome!

Contact Sue 07956 494740 for information
ONE BIG FAMILY - QUIZ NIGHT
Helping the Homeless
Friday 11th October — Start 7.00pm
Tables of 8, Tickets £7 includes ploughmans
Bring own drinks
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
Contact: 01634 362863 sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk

AUTUMN QUIZ NIGHT
Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH)
Saturday 12th October, 7.30pm start

Roko Health Club, Watling Street, MES 6BY.
Tickets £5 each, teams of up to eight.

All drinks must be bought at the bar. You are
welcome to bring snacks. Free parking.
Ring 01634 855844 to book or for more information
email medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com
CRAFT FAIR
Rainham Evening W1
Saturday 12th October, 10.00am — 2.00pm
St Paul's Church, Parkwood
Refreshments, crafts, raffle, tombola, preserves,
cakes, plants, jewellery and children's crafts.
Free entry and free parking.

Ring 01634 365303 for more details
A MURDER MYSTERY - Alternate Shadows
Saturday 12th October, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Newington Village Hall ME9 711
Tickets £6 pp purchased in advance
BYO Drinks and Nibbles. Net proceeds for
Kent, Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance
contact: Mike on 01634 360906
Email: mikew6(@blueyonder.co.uk

U Neat Feet L)
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MES OPX

*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs rs/ Telephone: 01634 379762 e
. . Email: mail@masteralarms.com Trader
Tel: 01634 322591 -« www.masteralarms.com




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER

Once upon a time, in the northernmost part of the
ancient county of Kent, there was a chalk stream with
clear, cool water, fed from underground chalk aquifers
in the North Downs. It ran from its source at
Orpington, through the mediacval villages of St Mary
Cray: St Pauls Cray; Foots Cray: North Cray and
Bexley to a little way beyond Crayford, on the Roman
Watling Street, where it joined with the River Darent
on its way to the Thames. The stream was full of
brown trout and white clawed crayfish, both native to
this country. It is likely that the crayfish was named
after the watercourse in which the crustacean was first
found, namely, of course, the Cray. By the time of the
Domesday Book, the waters of the Cray were being
used to power a total of six water mills. I shall say no
more about the history of the chalk stream. as [ move
forward to my first visit to the Cray in early
September. Firstly, [ should explain that, in order to
give them more protection under the law, the
Department of the Environment has designated all
worthy chalk stream Rivers. The River Cray. as I shall
now call it, has been adversely affected by the
outwards spread of the London Borough of Bromley
into the upstream half of the river. In particular, the
Cray has been largely hidden away by surrounding
houses and commercial development. In places the
river runs in conerete channels or underground
culverts. It has, however, largely escaped intrusion
into its middle reaches at Foots Cray Meadows, North
Cray and the extensive grounds of Hall Place, all of
which are in the London Borough of Bexley. In 1965,
the River Cray, along with the communities by the
side of the river, including the four villages
collectively known as “The Crays’, were absorbed into
the new London Boroughs of either Bromley or
Bexley. Thus they were no longer in the ancient
county of Kent.

In 2013, Bexley Council made a report on its Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation. The River Cray
was described as one of London’s finest chalk streams
with some excellent wildlife habitats, including the
species - rich, damp pastures of Foots Cray Meadows
and the North Cray ancient wood. The river was also
described as one of the Thames’ clearest tributaries
which still possesses a natural profile. Concrete

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING - DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

channels and underground culverts do not constitute a
natural protfile but, to be fair to Bexley, these
structures appear to be mostly upstream in Bromley.
In 2014 the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
made a report on the state of England’s chalk streams.
On the River Cray, it reported that, in the 1970s, wild
brown trout became extinct there. This was due,
firstly, to over-extraction of underground water in the
North Downs by Thames Water. Secondly, heavy
industrialisation by, at one period in time, fourteen
water mills which milled flour, produced paper and
sawed timber, amongst other operations. Thirdly,
urban pollution. The report noted. however, that the
Cray was still the home of dace and pike, among other
course fish, and eels. Sadly, the WWF noted that
today’s generation of children may be the last to find a
native crayfish in the Cray because of diseases carried
by the imported signal cray fish.

On my second visit to the Cray, in mid-September,
Mrs Ennis accompanied me to Hall Place in Bexley
where there are extensive gardens and parkland
through which the river flows. The estate is owned by
the Borough of Bexley and entrance to the grounds is
free. There are a number of small, well-tended gardens
of flowers, vegetables and soft and top fruit. There are
also large flower gardens around the Manor House as
well as some magnificent London plane trees, holm
oaks and common limes. After visiting the gardens we
had a coffee in the riverside café, listening to the
sound of water splashing over a weir. We had sat on
decking overlooking the site of a water mill which was
mentioned in the Domesday Book. I noticed,
upstream, a water hen nervously crossing the river and
a male grey wagtail, sporting a bright yellow breast
and bobbing up and down on a post. There was no
sign of the kingfisher that visitors are encouraged to
look out for but we did spot a small red dragonfly and
a banded demoiselle damselfly. It was good to see
meadow sweet still in bloom, with its creamy, delicate
flowers. Coffee finished, we came across a man
fishing with a rectangular net in the deep water below
the weir. One of the two young ladies with him said
that they were from the Environment Agency and
were searching for young eels (elvers). She showed us
two that had been caught. They would have come
from the eels’ spawning grounds in the Sargasso Sea
and would have taken about three years to cross the
Atlantic to get here. We then walked downstream of

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

£ ———

the Cray, with the extensive parkland on our right.
The river is lined on one or both banks with alder,
sallow, willow and whitebeam trees, among others.
Here the Cray really does have a rural atmosphere
about it. As we walked along, I was pleased to see that
the water was very clear. But whether | was really
walking along a chalk stream was nagging me. The
reasons for my doubts were, firstly. that, in summer,
the chalk spring at Orpington regularly stops flowing
as a result of a low water table. Secondly, when the
spring is flowing it is diluted as it enters into and
passes through three flooded gravel pits abandoned in
relatively recent times. Finally. it is further diluted
when it merges with the River Shuttle, which is not
another chalk stream, near Hall Place. I decided not to
let it worry me. The London Borough of Bexley is
clearly happy with its inheritance and I am grateful to
them for giving Mrs Ennis and me an enjoyable and
free day out.

Joe Ennis
SMELLS AND SOUNDS OF RAINHAM PAST
Part Two continued from August 2019
I you walked across the fields between St Margaret’s
Church and Wigmore you must have heard the shrill
song of many larks as they soared above you, and the
plaintive call of the cuckoo who welcomed the spring.
You did not need to leave your bed to hear the full
dawn chorus of many different birds as they greeted
the day. True this has been replaced by the mournful
call of the collard dove. If you have never heard that
indescribable greeting to the day you will have to seck
it somewhere beyond todays Rainham but fortunately
we are surrounded by rural villages that may still
enjoy the many country sounds that are lost to us.
Betore the Second World War we heard the hooters
from farms and the cement factory calling time to the
workers and a whistle or bell for ‘cover the bricks®
when rain was expected. The telegraph boy was
summoned by whistle and the Council School bell
hailed its pupils twice daily. Part time firemen were
called up by a maroon and the clanging bell
announced the coming of both fire engine and
ambulance.
We always looked up to see a passing aeroplane and
especially when it was manoeuvring with loop the
loop and sky diving as they often did making much
more engine noise. Guy Fawkes Day had its
traditional singing and collecting but there was much

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

+ STUMP GRINDING L‘IND
+ PLANTING SA

+ MULCH
+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

less fireworks noise.
The war produced new sounds. The siren warning us
of imminent raids and the welcome all clear.
Sometimes gun fire practise from Shoeburyness
echoed over the village and we ceased to look up for
every plane. Air Raid Wardens took over the friendly
street eries with their *Take cover” and *Put out that
light” reminders.
Since the war Rainham has become a town with more
noise and bustle and haste and without the former
village smells and sounds we used to know.
Helena Thomas
ANNUAL CRAFT/ GIFT FAYRE
In aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital.
Saturday 26th October, 10.30am - 12.30pm.
St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive
I'rec entry and everyone welcome.
Further details from Paula 07930 595856
DANNY LA RUE
Costume & Memorabilia Exhibition
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham
Friday 25th & Saturday 26th October, 2.00pm
A unique opportunity to see costumes worn by Danny
La Rue in a career spanning over 45 years,
commemorate the 10th anniversary of Danny’s
passing which will also include items of memorabilia
from his personal collection.

Dean Caston will interview Annie Galbraith (Danny’s
Dresser and Personal Assistant for over 30 years)
about Danny’s career and his shows in the West End
and tours across the UK, Canada and Australia.
Clips of Danny’s performances will be shown.
Don’t miss your chance to relive the glamorous and
glittering career of Danny La Rue.

Book now! Tickets £12 Box Office 0844 8793224 or
on-line www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL
Do you have any spare time to help run a poppy
appeal stall in Tesco Gillingham?

If so, [ am looking for help between

28th October and 9th November.

Weekdays and Saturdays 9.00am - 5.00pm.
Sunday 10.00am - 4.00pm.

If you would like to help, please contact:-

Barry Sprason on mobile 07934 206237

Home 01634 308878 (Leave a message)

or email: barry.sprason@sky.com

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Professional Family Business
Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured
Free Quotations
Contact Simon
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724
Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net

g
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs {01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

& Massage D\
.m_f)??ou need to de stress and relax?

Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist

Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
| call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
ld"'“’””"

Renovations Lic

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk

Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,
General Nail Cutting.
In the comfort of your own home
Trudy Boulton RGN. RM. MCFHF. MBAFHP,
Tel: 01634 371910

Fair Trader Mobile: 07903 793370
<chem Competitive Rates
ATKINSON BOILER CARE CALLAWAY

Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems,
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
| has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits

| ﬂ%“lf?s I No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
il Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES|

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Diary 2019

October 16th - Wigmore Ladies, Howard Hall. Woodside,
Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to this

cheerful group, just come along or ring 01634 388912,

October 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Jeannie Robinson, Thinking Outside the Box,
Bring & Buy Stall, Details John Fridd 01634 388028

October 16th -18th — *The Wedding Singer’. Central
Theatre, Chatham, 7.30pm; Sat 19th, 2.30pm &
7.30pm, Gillingham Dramatic Society, Band A Tickets
from £17, conc £15.50. Band B from £15. cone £13.50,
parental discretion advised, not recommended under 12

October 17th - Rainham Women’s Institute meet 1.45 -
4.00pm, Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Granary Close. Visitors welcome for a small entry
charge per visit. Contact Lynne 01634 234997 details.

October 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘A Boy and a
Mountain® — Brian Laverick Smith, (see 10th Oct).

October 18th - Evenings of mediumship at The Centre
Mind Body Spirit, with Sam Baxter. £5 entrance doors
open 7.00pm. (see 6th Oct)

October 18th - Peter's Place Quiz, 7.00 — 10.00pm, The
Oast, Granary Close, Rainham, MES 7SG, Bar
available. £5 per person. Food included. 6 people per
team to ring 01634 570443 or 01634 578879

October 19th - Upchurch Horticultural Society Show in
the Barn, rear of Chaffes Lane, Exhibits to be displayed
by 11.00am, Ample Parking, Refreshments and Cake,
RalTle, 50p Stall. Auction of Exhibits, Toilets.

October 19th - Charity Fundraising Quiz, Twydall
Community Centre, Beechings Way, MES 6ZP,
7.00pm, Teams up to 6, Tickets £7.50 per person
includes Sausage or Veggie Burger & Chips Supper,
bring your own drinks and nibbles. To book call Janet
Duke 07809 892883 or e-mail: pinkdukebox(@aol.com

October 19th - Knowledge & Nibbles Evening, Friends of
St Margaret's Church Rainham, Millennium Centre,
7.30pm (prompt start). Nibbles provided bring your
own drinks & glasses. Tables of 8 - £6 pp Advance
booking essential. Kay 230430 or Lesley 379796.

October 20th - Harvest Tea. Millennium Centre,
Rainham, 3.30 — 6.00pm. Lions Club invite all elderly
or lonely people of the area to apply for an invitation,
ring 379062 or 373840. Transport can be arranged.

October 20th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Mect Lindsay Floyd 07743 702049 (01634
235427 The Swan, Little Chart Parking at pub (with
landlord's permission) for 6.5 mile walk through lovely
countryside. Around 14 Stiles, Dogs Allowed

October 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am 5
miles/8.1 km — Leisurely Circular walk finishes
12.45pm. Hosrmonden, park considerately in the
village, TNI12 8HT, TQ700405. Good views. Some
hills including a steep but short climb. Contact: Tony/
Ann, 07478337787, vajra.faulkner@gmail.com

October 21st - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul's Church Parkwood, Rainham, 7.30pm. No
speaker - 'Chomp and Chat' All Welcome. For further
details contact Chris Holder 01634 360823.

October 22nd - Pumpkin Carving, Capstone Farm
Country Park and Riverside Country Park, 10.00 -
11.00am, 11.00am -12noon, 1.00 — 2.00pm, 2.00
3.00pm. £5 per pumpkin. Book 01634 338191
Capstone or 0134 337432 Riverside

October 23rd - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium
Hall, Rainham, 7.00 for 7.30pm ‘Aviation on the
Medway’ - James Preston, All welcome, Visitors £2,
Contact Olwen O’Dowd 01634 263622 for details.

October 23rd — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Table
Tennis - Peter Camrass, (see 9th Oct).

October 24th - Halloween Scare Fest, Riverside Country
Park, 1'1.00am — 12.30pm, 2.00 — 3.30pm, Suitable for
accompanied children aged 6 — 10 years. £5 per child
Book 01634 337432

October 24th — Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘Edith Cavell” —
Melanie Gibson Barton, (see 10th Oct).

October 25th - Harvest Coffee Morning, 10am — 1.00pm,
Wisdom Hospice, £3 for hot drink and cake for more
details ring 01634 831163 emmadengate(@fowh.org.uk

October 25th & 26th - Danny La Rue Costume &
Memorabilia Exhibition, Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham,
2.00pm, Tickets £12, www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk or
Box Office 0844 8793224

October 25th & 26th - Hempstead Players Community
Theatre Group, The Wright Murder, An Improbable
Murder Mystery by Heather Cornally. Fri 7.30pm and
Sat2.30pm & 7.30pm, All Saints & Hempstead Village
Hall, Tickets £8 from www.thehempsteadplayers.co.uk
infof@thehempsteadplayers.co.uk or 07421 817158

Domestic and Commercial Work
IAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based

So call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Rainham 07792 244 315
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Mobile: 07775 423744

TAURUS LOCKS MEDWAY 24 HOUR Boarding
UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Cattery
24 Hour Service (No call oul charge) Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves | [ o
[Emergency Non-Destructive Entry Taps Repaired! Rep|aced beauty A <

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates FAST, AFFORDABLE, | |{auer et avaiiie 1o agpommodate up
[0.A.P. Discounts RELIABLE ta four cats from the same household

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

5 Star rated R EDHU _o

by Local Authority

Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

Tax Accountants
Self Assessment » Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.
Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Kent ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN = 01634 372411
ot NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG i
;ramkuns Your Local Reliable Contractor , . e e Close_‘ Raiphem; MEs BNE
ol James Zammit Fair Trader pama (VY Domestic Installer
i 01634 375129 - 07802 698300
Chartered Tax Advisers Frank O'Grady

Maze Financial L:mlted

Your Local Financial Advisers

We offer personal advice on

Pensions, Investments, Mortgages, Protection
and Inheritance Tax Planning.

For further details contact us on:
Office: 01634 387515 / Mob: 079?? 491993

TV PROBLEMS"

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Waebsite: www.linwoodhe.com L“‘lw

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Hat, 1002

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Lot

EUKEHIRST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 '362170 Curtains 01634 387749

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
1634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2019

October 25th - Medway Geographical Society, Holy
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, 7.30 — 9.00pm. Tony
Mitchell - The Silk Road - Turkmenistan, Everyone
Welcome, Students and children free. Free parking.
Come on the evening or contact 01634 572139

October 26th - Annual Craft / Gift Fayre in aid of Great
Ormond Street Hospital, 10.30am - 12.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive. Free entry,
everyone welcome. Further details Paula 07930 595856

October 26th - “Party Night’, Bredhurst Village Hall,
7.30pm start. Donna D*Sylva brings you 60’s - 90°s
Rock n Roll, Soul, Motown, Swing and Pop. Tickets
£10 in advance from Ray trsurridgefatiscali.co.uk or
01634 268998, Fully licenced bar until 11.30pm.

October 26th - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm
start, Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham, Tickets £5
Tables of 6-8, Book in advance. Bring your own drink
and nibbles, Free Tea, Coffee and Biscuits. Plenty of
free parking. Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

October 27th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6.5
miles/10.5 km — Leisurely Circular walk finishes
2.00pm. Meet Lullingstone Park visitor centre (fee)
Castle Rd, Eynsford. DA4 0JF, TQ526638 Bring picnic
lunch. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

October 27th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Frank / Mim Ewen Benenden Village
Green. Park near village green for 6.5 mile. Mainly
Kissing gates, picnic break. Pub at end. Stiles. No Dogs

October 27th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Shellness/Capel Fleet ME12 4RJ 8.30am,
(see 6th Oct).

October 27th - Bird Walk, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 1 2noon. adults only, £4 per adult Book
01634 337432, Meet at the Visitor Centre.

October 28th — November 9th - Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal, Help needed at stall in Tesco
Gillingham contact Barry Sprason 07934 206237 or
barry.sprasonf@sky.com

October 28th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 14th Oct).

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

. Kitchens & Bathrooms
funlph'h.’ home improvement service
Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007
www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

October 31st - Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting -
Bingo, (see 10th Oct).

November 1st - Games Afiernoon, Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm Games include Euchre,
Whist, RummiKub, Domino’s and more table games,
£1.50 includes tea/coftee, biscuits and a warm welcome

November |st - Charity Bingo in aid of Alzheimer's
Society, 2.30 - 4.30pm, Atlas Café, St Mary's Island £1
per Bingo sheet. Cash prizes, refreshments, book at
sunlightrotarybingo.eventbrite.com. (07944 861537

November 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 1.5
miles/2.4 km — Leisurely Circular walk finishes
I1.15am Meet St. Mary's Church, Court Road,
Burham. MET 3XY a short walk, primarily for people
with no previous walking experience Contact: Ade,
07505895784, adeballardi@yahoo.co.uk

November 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 St
Mary's Church, Hunton, West Street, Village Hall
Carpark (Opposite Church) GR723498 ME15 ORR for
5 mile casy mainly flat walk. Dogs Allowed

November 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 7
miles/11.3 km — Moderate Circular walk finishes
2.00pm. Park Pluckley railway station (fee) TN27 ORT,
TQ921433. Contact: Geoff, geoff.rambler@me.com

November 5th - Breast Cancer Support Group, Medway
Maritime Hospital Area 7, Level 2, 7.00 - 9.00pm, Dr
Abson will give a talk and answers questions on
'Oncology’. New members welcome, for details contact
Angela Blackwell 01634 861802, or 07761 853750

November 8th - Pamper Evening, Medway Asthma Self-
Help, 6.00pm start Gillingham Golf Club. Tickets £3 in
advance, £4 on the door, treatments from £5 pay at stall
01634 855844, medwayasthmaselthelpi@btconnect.com

November 9th - Craft Market, 9am — 12.30pm, (12th Oct)

November 9th - Afiernoon Teas, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip as part of our Remembrance weekend,
2.00 - 4.00pm. All money to SSAFA.

November 9th - Charity Quiz Night, 7.00pm. Holy Trinity
Church Hall, in aid of Hands & Gillingham Volunteer
Centre Teams of up to 8, £8 per person, including a
ploughman’s supper (bring your own drinks). To book.
ring 07816 159668 or the Hands Office 01634 577984

November [0th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6
miles/ 9.7 km — Moderate Circular walk finishes
1.15pm approx. Shoppers Car Park off Cranbrook High
Street. Free parking TN17 3DP, TQ774359 Contact:
Ade, 07505895784, adeballard(@yahoo.co.uk

November 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am. Meet John Williams 01622 764821, Manor
Park West Malling (Carpark Charge) GR 678571 ME19
6PE for 5.5 mile walk No Stiles. 3 Steps. Dogs Allowed

Electrical Vehicle Charging Points
OLEV Approved Installer
Hopkins Electrical (Rainham based)

www.hopkins-electrical.co.uk
01634 235465 or 07592 577521

E:damien@hopkins-electrical.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address,
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MINI FIRST AID NORTH KENT
First Aid for all the family

2 hr parent/Grandparent classes
northkent@minifirstaid.co.uk

07552 881 837

GARDEN FENCING, AUTUMN
Tidy-Ups. ALSO General garden
maintenance, Mowing, strimming,
pruning, weeding. lnm!

Call John 07917 108 867

I BUY OLD SMOKING PIPES
email, message or ring
tonypeters83ihotmail.com
07743 653 575.

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

(1634 370323 or 07817 825 839
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315/ 07766 980 732
GARDENING TLC: Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,

mowing ete. Baskets & po:» refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
¢te. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 140
Leave message if no reply.

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Qast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email
enquiriesfloasteentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: (@ The Oast Rainham.
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Ower 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects ol painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing. edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
(1634 376477,

GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m? (=250 logs), V2m* £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996
MUSIC LESSONS, EXAM PREP. &
Master Classes. Percussion, Drum Kit,
and Piano. Roan Kearsey-Lawson MA,
MA, BA Hons, MISM. 01634 365453

NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in “LITIp\IL wl and
Wigmore arca. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages lofts, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749

Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing,
Patios, decking, design & build available.

01634 364985 07930 183466,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,
Payroll. If you have a problem

Just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consullation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. W&d & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julic 07983 397 43 9

CLAIRE’S DOG WALKING
services. Police checked and insured.
Tel. Claire Finch on 07775 946 065 or
01634 230921. FB page Claire’s Dog
Walking.

LEARN TO PRUNE as a volunteer
in the Rainham Community Orchard,
Lower Bloors Lane, MES 7TR. For
more details please email your contact
details to orchard@thenet.uk.net
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality puaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Derek Tindall 01634 365758.
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting ~Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 87 1R0s.
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please sce our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road.
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudiey on 07957 884 335,
01634261643 or mobile.

Pick Your Own Apples
(Russet & Cox)
Rainham Community Orchard
Lower Bloors Lane MIS 71R

Sat/Sun 5/6 & 12/13 Oct

10am to 4pm
£1.00 per kilo.
Bring your own bags.
Dogs must be on leads.
Children run free.

Boilercare

« Member of Gas Safety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
» Landlord Gas Safety Reports

» Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitled &
Serviced

+ 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

DAVID WHITE !

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights j

PROPERTY i

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

'Window Fix Direct
| Do you have windows |
doors that.....

Jon't open or ¢l
1 inside the unit?

01634 789025 / 07950 761061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST

Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to
head, neck, shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment

is tailored to you for only £30
Offer - until 30th November 2019 For
each full price treatment a
follow-up one is half price
Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66(@gmail.com

QD CiREACH:

Showroem: 272 Canterbury Street, Gilingham, MET 5XR

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

Supply & Fit Service

WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours

Clhiffewoods

Scaffolding
Ring: 07518 350523

Lmail:
steve-tweedley@outlook.com
Your local reliable
scallolding contractor

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
joutstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
jcats only.

A completely new cattery, fully compliant with
all new legislation. FAB accredited care
lprovided.

Viewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Michola
hane: 01634 235032,
fo@whiskersiodge.com
www.whiskerslodge. com

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk

e !
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands

more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to

New Books by local authors.

We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
o Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s /| Est 1971
Plumbing & séfe
Heating Chiis Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

—— X T Ry 6110

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them "all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, -
fuse boards [ L = 1
& full rewires i (2=

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

ol = =S
pemestic )
NETH

wiem (==

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

& Bl TURERS 1 QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Fumishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W. wivw. crystalcurtains co.uk

Paul's 1 - 8 Seater Taxis

........Bookings Only.........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights OQut
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports
Tel 01634 727272 Mob 07904955375

www.eightseatertaxi.co.uk

® 24 hour Personal Service
= Monumental Masons

In time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectors

A private family owned and run business

« Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2¥Y Kent ME4 4Q.J Parkwood
Kent MEB BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

e Private Chapels of Rest L

= Horse Drawn Hearse available




