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The marshes of the foreshore of the River Medway from Otterham Creek to The Strand are
littered with decaying hulks, some deliberately placed as part of the defence system to
prevent invasion, others just abandoned after the Second World War and later. This landing
craft, possibly towed back from France, was a favourite with young boys in the mid 1940s,
the photo shows Alan Major sitting on its rusting body. See his letter on page 2.

Conservatories designed and built ~ Upgrades to existing conservatory roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors ~ Misted units replaced
Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive quote call
Installers of Quality
Products for 35 years

www.salmonwindows.co.uk 01634 363881
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Editorial

Single use plastic has recently become the latest
villain in our modern world. Indeed all plastic is
getting a bad press but we would find it difficult to
function today without it. Various efforts by the
government, corporate groups and individuals have
made us much more aware of the future we are
building for planet Earth by our reckless and
unnecessary use of plastic. A start has been made —
plastic straws and tea stirrers replaced with paper or
wood, single use plastic carrier bags replaced by much
thicker longer lasting versions. But even this
seemingly great advance has backfired as apparently
the thicker bags, which many people still regard as
disposable after only one shop, use twice as much
plastic as the much thinner ones previously produced.
[ see it when collecting rubbish in our road — true we
no longer have very thin bags blowing around in the
wind, they have been replaced by the thicker, bigger,
more durable versions of which I now have a
considerable collection at home, mostly in pristine
condition, queueing up for when they are needed as
rubbish collection bags — as each one lasts for several
months this will take some time!

It is possible to become a single-use plastic free
household but it is hard work and unfortunately
expensive. Fruit and vegetables cost more sold loose
but most supermarkets will now accept that you can
take your own containers for these and meat and fish
so you do not have to take home endless plastic trays
and film wrapping. It just takes a bit of forethought
and organisation on our part to go equipped with the
necessary (inevitably plastic) containers. Many people
do now lake their own shopping bags each trip so the
next step is - take bags for fruit and veg and re-useable
containers for more messy items.

The whole problem is quite a conundrum that we each
have to solve to the best of our ability but if we want
our children and grandchildren to enjoy the wonders
of this world as we have been privileged to do we
must do something and soon.

After this gloomy prognosis at least the weather has
been great tor most of July so let’s hope it continues
for the traditional holiday month and we can all enjoy
fantastic hot sunny days. See you again in September.

Correspondence
2ND WORLD R LANDING CRAFT
Dear Editor,

After the end of the 1939 War a D-Day landing craft,
presumably brought/towed back from a French beach,
lay close to the seawall between the disused cement
works and Bloors Wharl, Lower Rainham, opposite an
area named on some maps as Rainham Creek.
Children used to climb and play on it. I have a small
Kodak box camera photograph of myself’in 1945 or
46 sitting on it! I have a vague idea there were other
discarded army vehicles in the area and elsewhere they
were used to reinforce the seawalls and islands. Some
were laid up in shipbreakers. I have been told that
after having been there for a long time this particular

craft gradually broke up and rusted away in the mud of

the creek. Does anyone remember the story behind
this crafts arrival and eventual abandonment?

Yours sincerely

Alan Major

41 Heaton Road Canterbury CT1 3PY

ANNUAL REUNION LUNCH
Dear Editor,
Chatham Grammar Association will be holding their
annual Reunion Lunch on Saturday 14th September.
Ticket price for CGA Members is £24 and non-
members £26 (same prices as last year). Cheques
payable to 'Chatham Grammar Association’ please to:
Mrs W Draper, Chatham Grammar Association, 37
Homefield Drive, Gillingham, MES 8RS. Online
Payment: contact draperwendy(@btinternet.com
Ticket cost includes welcome drinks, an amazing
spread of homemade delights, both savoury and sweet
and drinks on the table (non-alcoholic and alcoholic).
The school will be open from 11.30am for anyone
who wishes to have a wander before Lunch in the
School Hall at 1.00pm. Welcome drinks will be served
from 12.15pm in the Technology Block. The seating
plan will be available to sign from 12.15pm. Our
‘standard' tables seat six, so please notily us in
advance if you are a large group. The raffle has a
range of prizes - so please bring some change with
you. Tickets will be £1 a strip. Proceeds from the
raffle, your kind donations and surplus from the Lunch
are mostly donated to the School. From donations
received last year we gave £900 which will be used to
provide extra funding for the Music Department.
Looking forward to secing you there.

Yours sincerely

Emma Mudge 07903 289672

emmamudgehotmail.com
HOWARD SCHOOL
Dear Editor,
Over the last year or so I have enjoyed reading about
people’s memories of past Howard School staff. I too
remember them all. However, | believe that | may be

the only person to have worked in one form or another
for every Headteacher the Howard School has had.

Having worked as a shorthand-typist for Kent
Education Committee at Springfield for nine years
after leaving school on moving to Rainham in 1983 |
approached Gillingham Borough Council; (it was pre-
Medway Council in those days) in an attempt to obtain
office employment in schools. A lovely lady called
Mrs Mass (?Rebecca), who looked after schools’
stafting needs, offered me temporary work at the old
Gillingham Grammar School for Boys when it was in
Third Avenue in order to make up record cards and
registers for the incoming new Year 7 boys. The Head
was Mr John Hicks. After that I was sent to various
Gillingham Schools for short-term contracts.

Later, | was asked to go to the brand new Howard
Grammar/High School to again prepare record cards
and registers. John Hicks was now Head of the
combined school. After employment at various
schools, I ended up working 9-12 term-time only at
Rainham School for Girls for several years until I left
work prior to the arrival of my first daughter. [
remained at home for seven years until my second
daughter was five and started infant school,
whereupon I worked part-time initially at Robert
Napier School (in the \grammar School buildings in
Third Avenue), and later in a Chatham infant school
office for about eight years.

Subsequently, I became Headteacher’s Secretary at
the Howard Scheol, working full time for Mr Alan
Jarrett for many years. He often used to talk about
taking over from Mr John Hicks. During that time, |
was fortunate to meet Dorothy Howard, afier whom
the school was named, when she visited the school.
Upon Mr Jarrett’s retirement Maurice Barry
(previously one of the Deputy Heads at the school)
became Head. (I later changed roles and worked in the
Finance Office.) When Maurice Barry left the school,
Dave Smith became Head.

| retired from full-time work in April 2007, but that
summer returned to assist with examination
invigilation. I have continued to be employed at the
Howard School assisting with exam invigilation
during the mock exams, GCSEs and A Levels, plus
other exam boards’ papers, so have worked for all the
subsequent Heads of the school in that way. I have
Just completed the summer 2019 round of exam
invigilation duties. Many happy memories.

Yours sincerely

Marion Sharp

51 Chalky Bank Road.

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION
Parish of South Gillingham
Theme: Light and Dark
Open to all - with three age categories
Prizes from £50 to £5.
Entries by 22nd September
Exhibition at St Pauls, Parkwood on 5th October.
Details from Colin Lovell cdlmedway(@gmail.com
FARMERS MARKET
Saturday 5th October 9.00am ~ 12.30pm
To celebrate harvest week
In aid of St Philips Church in Tafara, Zimbabwe
At St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
To book a stall, £10 each ring 01634 374038
or email: meentre(@rainhamchurch.co.uk
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Lower Rainham & Lower Road (Pump to Berengrave)
Top Lonsdale Drive
Central Lonsdale Drive
Langdale Close
Upchurch
Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace
I you can help please email afi@thenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wmcrup Marnpe

Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

2> Berengrave Service Station

@.mrs hsmmn ! &> DIAGNOSTIES
@ e Reemms ¢ ARCON

Lower Ramham B, Rabtam, ME /1Y woww berengraveserviestationomn {1 ]1]1i<7 B2

Shaw Electrical Services

For all types of electrical works
Extra Sockets & Lights ~ Fuse Board Changes ™~ Full Rewires
Security & Outside Lights ~ Showers ~ Smoke Alarms
No job too small
Qualified Electrician, Reliable Service, Fully Insured,
Call Chris on: 07939 018998 or 01634 613523
For free quotations & advice

Home Help Service

At Home Out & About
* Housework » Visiting the shops |
* Respite sitting ~ * Supportfo

appointments

* Well-being visits ! ;i
» Companionship

Please call us on

« Gardening/ :
Handyman for DU!I;\;Q; | 01634 316821
:% mtwvmyp&rm | Assistants CRB checked,
ol, she could have been Fm‘"“'@ if'lssl:lr‘;g;mfe‘:l:]:cceg




Diary 2019

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affwithenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: August 27th 2019

August 4th -Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Wateringbury Station
Car Park (no charge) GR 692528 ME18 SEA for 4 mile
undulating walk Dogs Allowed

August 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6

miles/9.7 km - Leisurely Circular walk finishes 1.15pm.

Park and meet at West Malling village Car Park. ME19
6AJ. TQTO1569. Bring picnic lunch. Contact: Ade,
07505895784, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

August 4th - Afternoon Tea, 3.00 — 5.00pm, St Michael
and all Angels Church, Hartlip. Please join us for a
relaxing afternoon of tea and homemade cakes whilst
enjoying the peace and tranquillity of our lovely church
vard and help us to keep our beautiful church alive.

August 4th - Sunday Service. Intuitive card readings with
Kirstie (£5 donation) from 5.30pm. Service 6.30pm
with guest medium Sam Baxter at The Centre Mind
Body Spirit, Next to Travelodge, M2 Services MER
8PQ. All welcome £4 entrance See Facebook page for
full information: The Centre-Mind Body Spirit.

August 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 07523 124668

August 6th - Breast Cancer Support Group, Medway
Maritime Hospital Area 7, Level 2, 7.00 - 9.00pm, Kay
Day talk on Semi Permanent Make Up, suitable for the
members. New members welcome, for details contact
Angela Blackwell 01634 861802, or 07761 853750

August 6th - Reiki, rahanni, spiritual, crystal and Chi
healing given freely, donations welcome, every
Tuesday 7.30 - 9pm and every Wed 10.00 to 11.30am
at The Centre, Mind Body Spirit, Next to Travelodge .
M2 Services MEE 8PQ. See Facebook page for up to
date information: The Centre-Mind Body Spirit.

August 7th - Mallet and Badge Making, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Learn useful bush
craft and make your own mallet and a badge. Suitable
for accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years, £4 per
child ring 01634 337432 (o book.

August 7th - Mini Beast Hunting, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon and 1.00 — 3.00pm, Learn to
identify creatures you find in the pond and wildflower
meadow. Suitable for accompanied children aged 5 —
12 years. £4 per child, ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 8th - Beach Craft, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon Join a ranger on the shore line and
let your imagination run wild, painting pebbles or
creating sea monsters. Suitable for the whole family, £4
per child ring 01634 337432 to book.

August 9th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julic 01634 364309,

August 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm
meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 Parkwood Green
Shops Carpark, Long Catlis Road, GR 809642 MES
9PN for 4 mile Evening flat / easy circular walk
through orchards and paddocks. 2 Stiles. Dogs Allowed

August 10th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments available, Stalls £10 each, email
cjderaftmarkets(@yahoo.com or ring 07779 366054

August 11th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free walk
with Nature, Cliffe Pools RSPB Reserve ME3 7SU
9.00am, Please wear appropriate clothing and footwear.

Frlendly service
Free quote

077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
- FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiriosqm -roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

LADIES ONLY BADMINTON
Meoway Banminton Association HavL
100 Casteemaine Ave, Gionciam MET 20
Tuespay 2.00 - 4.00em - WepNESDAY 10.004m - 12800N
Fripay 11L.00Am—1.00pMm

FRE

S MUST BE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION C. ALL

01634 572187 or EMAIL MBABADMINTON(@ BTCONNECT.COM

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

For more details visit www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway
www.facebook.com/The-RSPB-Medway-Local-Group-
T33548566800267/

August [ 1th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 8.2
miles/13.2 km - Leisurely Circular walk finishes
2.30pm. Meet and park in front of fake Oast Houses
south of A20 at Harrietsham. (Free parking). ME17
TAH TQ867525. Walk has views over the North
Downs on our way to Lenham returning via Players
Heath. Bring picnic lunch. Contact: Derek, (07768
448633, derek.kentf@blueyonder.co.uk

August 1 Ith - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Doreen Maguire 01634 376230 Jeskyns Country
Park (car park £3 charge) Toilets & Cafe GR 662699
DA12 3AN for 5 mile mainly flat walk passing
Ashenbank Woods. Could be muddy. No Dogs

August 12th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, 50th Anniversary year, Parkwood Community
Centre, Rainham, ME& 9PN, 7.30pm, Organist — Tim
Flint, details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

August 12th, Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Church hall, Wigmore ME8 ONX, Summer indoor
Garden Party, see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or
ring 01634 863034 / 01634 373928 / 01795 843180

August 13th - Beginners Fishing for Children, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon and 1.00
3.00pm. Learn the basics of fishing. All equipment
supplied. Suitable for accompanied children aged 8
12 years. £10 per child, ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 13th - Carer’s Coffee Morning, 10.00am —
12noon, Dobbies Restaurant, Courtney Road,
Gillingham. Buy a cup of coffee, pull up a seat and
have a chat meet with others. For further information
please contact Maureen Cannon 01634 235723

August 13th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society Gillingham
and District, side doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start,
Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane, MES 6JU, *
Wildlife & Estuaries of North Kent’ — Cllr Alan Jarrett.
All welcome, Ring 01634852519 for details

August 14th - Flying Fish, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, make a flying fish in the visitor
centre with a ranger. Suitable for accompanied children
aged 5 — 12 years, £4 per child ring 01634 338191 to
book or just turn up on the day.

August 14th - Bredhurst W1, Bredhurst Village Hall,
7.30pm, Speaker - Jane Muddle “The Story Behind the
Bags & Hats from Madagascar’. For further

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
® Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
® TV & Appliances Set
Up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

LOCAL | ELECTRICIAN
Fully Qualified |

All Works Certified and Insured |
IDC INSTALLATIONS LTD

Emailinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk |
Telephone: 01634 325164
Mobile: 07977 432799

!!II Gorvormran {reoened Siastartn

information contact secretary Pam Ormiston 01634
365789

August [5th - Big Bug Hunt, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm. Explore the park
in search of underwater creatures and mini-beasts.
Children must be accompanied by an adult, £4 per child
ring 01634 337432 to book.

August 16th - Games Afternoon, Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, 2.00 — 4.00pm Games include Euchre,
Whist, RummiKub, Domino’s and more table games,
£1.50 includes tea/cofTee, biscuits and a warm welcome
(no joining fee).

August 16th - Evenings of mediumship at The Centre
Mind Body Spirit, next to Travelodge, M2 Services
Rainham. MES 8PQ with Alex Bayley. £5 entrance
doors open 7.00pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for a small
donation. See our Facebook page for full and up to date
information: The Centre-Mind Body Spirit.

August 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 Lynsted, The
Street, Black Lion PH. Park considerately in the road
near the Pub GR 943608 ME9 0JS for 6 mile Historic
Walk ‘Wealthy Families & Fashion / Fine Houses’. An
undulating walk roads, fields, grassland and woodland,
passing through Rodmersham. 9 Stiles. Dogs Allowed

August 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 12
miles/19.3 km - Moderate Circular walk finishes
4.30pm. Park & Meet in Cobiree Country Park, Forstal
Road - between the A229 and Aylesford (near Malta
Inn). £1.50 parking fee TQ743587 ME20 TAG walk
follows the River Medway towards Aylesford before
crossing the 'urban savanna' (quite interesting really) to
pick up the river again at Barming Bridge. Return via
the Medway Valley Walk. Pub with food available,
nearby, at the end. Bring a picnic lunch. Contact: GeolT,
geoff.rambler@me.com

August 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th Aug).

August 20th - Mini Beast Hunting, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm,
Learn to identify creatures you find in the pond and
wildflower meadow. Suitable for accompanied children
aged 5 — 12 years. £4 per child, ring 01634 338191 to
book.

August 21st - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Haysden Lake Country Park LNR TN11
9BB 10.00am, (see 11th Aug).

Continued on Page 11

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

[ All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

| FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

B TRUST
MARK |

01634 329029 or
07803 434929




® Accounting ® Auditing r
» Bookkeeping Services ] ' A D

5 l,aerII 3 Il.ax & VAT | CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Call now for a FREE initial consultation

4 Bloors Lane 01634 375222
Rainham admin@jadaccountants.co.uk
Kent ME8 7EG www.jadaccountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts  — ==

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and retumns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

" QCR CAR REPAIRS

" Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's

' Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
| Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V54
| www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk

| 1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG SN
BRYANT TIS)]
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 _RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !
01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WwWw.pumapve.co.uk

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

MNon surgical face lifting — Facials

Electrolysis — Body Treatments flexology

Geleration Manicure & Pedicure— sage

Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL

lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers

Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Waxing

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape shape
£30 per month
£84 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish 01634 310011
9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday

GIRLGUIDING - RAINHAM
With guiding girls have fun, adventure and the space
to discover their potential. They go to their first ever
sleepover, canoe on rivers, learn about body
confidence, and lead their own camp. Or sometimes
they simply have fun trying new things with friends.
Girls take what they do in guiding with them as they
grow up. Everything from working in a team, to
taking the lead, to speaking out on issues they care
about. It helps them develop the skills and
confidence to become the young women they want
to be and make a difference to the world.
We have lots of thriving units across Rainham, [rom
Rainbows (5-7), Brownies (7-10), Guides (10-14)
and Rangers (14-18). We also welcome young
leaders (14-18) (including those doing Duke of
Edinburgh Awards) and adult volunteers (18+) to
help give girls the chance to have fun, make friends
and learn new skills in a safe space.
Interested? Why not visit our website
www.girlguiding.org.uk or ring 0800 169 5901 to
register your interest. A unit leader or district
commissioner will be in touch over the summer.
Amanda Crawford - Gillingham Division Marketing
and Communications Advisor

MEDWAY SCRABBLE CLUB

alternate Mondays
August 5th & [9th, 2.00 - 4.30pm
St Stephens Church Hall,
Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome
details 07523 124668

BEACH CRAFT - Riverside Country Park
Thursday 8th August, 10.00am — 12noon
Join a ranger on the shore line and let your
imagination run wild, painting pebbles
or creating sea monsters.
Suitable for the whole family, £4 per child
ring 01634 337432 to book.
CRAFT MARKET
Saturday 10th August, 9.00am — 12.30pm
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
Selection of stalls including knitting, sewing,
crochet, book-folding, handmade cards, jewellery,
craft supplies, Usborne books and homemade cakes.
Free entry, Refreshments available
Stalls, £10 each, email ¢jderaftmarkets@yahoo.com
or ring 07779 366054

Y Neat Feet y
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs

Tel: 01634 322591

CONCERT
Medway Organ & Keyboard Club

50th Anniversary vear

Monday August 12th, 7.30pm - 10.00pm

Parkwood Community Centre, MES 9PN
Organist — Tim Flint

For more details ring Brian Leonard
01634 234694

RAINHAM FLOWER CLUB
Monday August 12th, 7.30pm

St Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore MES ONX

Summer Indoor Garden Party

An extremely friendly, encouraging club, delighted
to welcome new member. Do come and give us a try.
For more information please visit our website
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring one of the
following numbers 01634 863034 /01634 373928 /

01795 843180

BEGINNERS FISHING FOR CHILDREN

Capstone Farm Country Park
Tuesday 13th & Wednesday 2 st August
10.00am — [2noon and 1.00 — 3.00pm

Learn the basics of fishing with a ranger. All
equipment supplied. Suitable for accompanied

children aged 8 - 12 years.
£10 per child, ring 01634 338191 to book.

FUCHSIA & PELARGONIUM SOCIETY

Gillingham and District

Tuesday August 13th, Doors open (side doors)

7.00pm for 7.30pm start

New Venue: Holy Trinity Church Hall,
139 Twydall Lane, Gillingham. ME8 6JU

‘Wildlife & Estuaries of North Kent’

Cllr Alan Jarrett
All welcome
Ring 01634852519 for details

SPLASH for MASH Sponsored Swim

Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH)

Saturday 3 Ist August, 2.00 - 6.00pm

Roko Health Club, Watling Street, MER 6BY.
Swimmers of all abilities are invited to register (o
swim and book in slots of half an hour between 2.00
and 6.00pm — but you are welcome to swim for as
long as you want, swimming solo or in teams.
Set time or distance targets, the choice is yours.
Contact us for a booking form or more details on

01634 855844
medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MEB OPX
Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
www.masteralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

*...there 1s nothing — absolutely nothing — half so much
worth doing as simply messing about in boats™, Ratty
(a water vole) tells Mole in “Wind in the Willows™ by
Kenneth Grahame. 1908

This month’s Nature Notes are about a walk up the
River Medway, a year or two ago, from East Farleigh
(which is a few miles south of Maidstone) to
Wateringbury and return by train. I parked my car in
the car park of East Farleigh Station. The latter is in a
delightful spot, overlooking a mediaeval, ragstone
bridge which spans the Medway. The Victorian station
building and the matching signal box are both
clapboarded. Trains are controlled by semaphore
signals and the crossing gates are operated by hand.
Within the village are two public houses, St Mary’s
Parish Church with its shingled spire, a terrace of
sixteen single storey hoppers” huts and a group of
cight oast houses with square bases and pyramidal
roofs. Altogether, East Farleigh is a quintessential
Kentish Village. In walking up the Medway, which is
a typical lowland English river, I planned to keep my
eyes open for both water voles and kingfishers, Water
voles are not very powerful swimmers and so live
along slow moving rivers, among other habitats.
Dense vegetation is important both for food and as
cover from predators, which include grey heron, mink
and pike. The vole’s diet includes succulent grasses,
sedges and other waterside plants. In the autumn, the
voles will eat any fruit they can find but are
particularly fond of apples. As it so happens, East
Farleigh is in the centre of the fruit belt to the south of
Maidstone. Kingfishers are usually seen as a flash of
iridescent blue, skimming low and fast over the water.
In July. most parent kingfishers will still be feeding
their young, on small fish such as minnow, stickleback
and bullhead, either in the nest or in the vicinity of it.
This should increase my chances of sceing kingfishers.
It was not long into my walk when I came across a
lone angler and asked him what he had caught. He
said that he was hoping to catch, perhaps, chubb,
bream, roach or perch, but mitten crabs were stealing
his bait. They are arriving in this country as
stowaways on ships coming from China and are a
growing menace in many rivers. He had never seen a
water vole whilst fishing but, quite by coincidence, he

CARPENTRY - DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

was sitting opposite a branch often used by a
kingfisher. He pointed it out to me. I waited for a
while but did not prolong my stay. Generally
speaking, anglers prefer to be on their own, in the
peace and quiet of the riverside. By way of contrast,
the occupants of the cabin cruisers, a converted canal
barge, the rowing boats and the canoes that were on
the river, in the July sunshine, were clearly enjoying
cach other’s company.

Stopping places on my journey to Wateringbury were
the wooden Barming Bridge, which is now confined to
pedestrians; the mediaeval, Kentish ragstone Teston
Bridge and Teston Lock and Weir. There was also
Teston Countryside Park where 1 queued for an ice
cream. | noted bird’s foot trefoil, meadow vetchling
and creeping buttercup in the open grasslands at the
Park. A kestrel was hovering above the grassland in a
search for voles or shrews. The final stopping place
was the ancient Waregrave's Wood which consists
mainly of coppiced ash with oak standards and which
has an impressive display of bluebells in the spring.
Flowers in bloom along the riverbank included purple
loosestrife. water figwort or water betony, hemp
agrimony, great willow herb or codlins and cream and
meadow sweet. The latter has creamy white flowers
and is a particular delight. Floating in the water itself
were yellow water lilies. | came across a pair of mute
swans with three cygnets. Black headed gulls were
flying back and forth in the search for any dead fish
floating on the water. | heard the calls of a nuthatch, a
green woodpecker and a great spotted woodpecker. |
was able to admire a number of dragonflies,
damselflies and butterflies. But I saw no kingfisher
and no water vole.

Long rows of boats moored on both banks of the river
heralded my impending arrival at Bow Bridge Marina
and Wateringbury Station. The latter has an idyllic
position beside the Medway. It is an intact, rural
station complete with station building (in mock Tudor
style), station master’s house, goods shed and signal
box. all of which date back to the South Eastern
Railway and Victorian times. At the time of the
nationalisation of the railways, in 1948, there were
about 10,000 manually operated signal boxes
throughout the country. By 2012 there were less than
500 and not all of these were operational. Many of the
surviving boxes have become endearing and much
loved landmarks and a number have been given listed

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD

WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk
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building status by English Heritage, including the box
at Wateringbury and four others on the Medway
Valley Line. My train was due to arrive soon and the
railwayman had left his box, built in 1894 by Saxby
and Farmer, to close the gates to traffic. It occurred to
me that operational signal boxes like that at
Wateringbury were even more rare than the clusive
water vole.

Joe Ennis

SMELLS AND SOUNDS OF RAINHAM PAST
Editor: Trawling through my computer recently |
came across this article written by my mother Helena
Thomas for Action Forum probably in about 2010 (she
died aged 105 in May 2014) which I had forgotten.
She is describing the Rainham of her childhood just
before and during the First World War.

We have pictures, surviving artefacts and personal
memories to remind us of how Rainham looked in the
past but the smells and sounds of our childhood are
not so easily recollected. If however they are
sometimes re-encountered there is nothing that so
instantly carries us back to the past. The air over
Rainham in common with the rest of the inhabited
countryside must have been redolent of smoke and
horse manure, we have no regrets of their passing but
they have been replaced by more noxious fumes from
petrol driven traffic.

Most of our lost smells were seasonal such as the
drying of hops in September or the sweet scent of the
cherry orchards in May. The fields between Longley
Road and Berengrave Lane were for most of the
summer full of the scent of Mr Longleys roses even
though it had to compete with the smoke from the
trains. At one time there were four bakers in Rainham
who gave their neighbourhood a whiff of freshly
baked bread. It we walked towards Upchurch we
could not miss the pungent smoke of the burning
bricks. and to wander across the field paths at certain
times told us that fish or shoddy had been applied as
manure. Even less pleasant smells occasionally met
us, one being from the ubiquitous cesspool emptier
before Gillingham provided us with main drainage and
another fortunately less frequent horror was the stench
from the lorry loads of foetid bones on their way to the
Queenborough glue factory - Ugh!

Let us pass quickly to the subject of sound. In general
Rainham was a quieter place than it is now so that we
could hear the striking of the church clock and the
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tolling bell which gave us the sex and age of a recently
dead parishioner. We heard our church bells much
more [requently and when the wind was in the right
dircetion those of Hartlip too. We heard without
noting the clanging of the frequent trams and the rattle
ol horse and cart on our rough roads. The sound of
small children at play with their tops. hoops. skipping
ropes and singing games blended with the whistling of
delivery boys who made good use of their bicycle
bells. Cars were less prevalent but the engines were
noisier and the hooters used more. Sometimes lose
dogs barked fiercely as they were chased off. The
railway station may have been less busy but it was
much noisier. The old steam trains rattled through or if
stopping chugged to a halt with a clanging of buffers,
porters shouted and trundled iron wheeled trolleys to
load and unload luggage, before slamming doors in
time for the guards whistle so the engine driver knew
to get up steam for the off. The clattering of the
signals started and closed the cacophony till the next
train was due. Household coal arrived by train and
added to the station noise with the necessary shunting
of engines and shovelling of coal. Newspapers also
arrived by train and although the collection and sorting
was quiel enough the subsequent calls of *Get the
latest” *Read all about it” and the repetitive ‘Evening
News’, or whatever paper it was the vendor carried
filled the air. Other itinerant callers were the Sunday
Shrimp man with his ery “Just come ashore” and the
rag and bone man who let us know he was on his way.
For a time after the 1918 demobilisation street singers
walked through the village and the occasional violin or
barrel organ was heard, times were hard then and
unemployment rife. Other music was provided by the
Salvation Army band which accompanied the street
corner services. In the summer the Parish Church
would hold services around the village or in the school
playground at the top of Station Road till the trams
were brought round the corner from the High Street
and the area became too busy.  To be continued.
EVENINGS OF MEDIUMSHIP
The Centre Mind Body Spirit, next to Travelodge .
M2 Services Rainham. MES 8PQ
Friday 16th August with Alex Bayley.
£5 entrance with doors opening at 7.00pm.
Tea, coffee and biscuits available for a small
donation. See our Facebook page for full and up to
date information: The Centre-Mind Body Spirit.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics |
Free Quotations

Professional Family Business
e
igns Lid
Contact Simon

Over 25 Years Experience
Fully insured
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724
Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

A&, Massage 3\

Do you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?

Professionally qualified massage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

PR Heh ditch Professional Reliable Service
d Renovattons Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.horenovations.co.uk

Fair Trader

01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564
actitioner

(@i )( %vﬁiju ICTLITIC

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infechon
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foaot,
General Nail Cutting
In the comfort of your own home
Trudy Boulton RGN, RM. MCFHP. MBAFHP.

Tel: 01634 371910
Mohile: 07903 793370
Competitive Rates

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems,
Gias Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham,

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

Diary 2019

August 21st - Beginners Fishing for Children, (see 13th
Aug).

August 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, John Hughes, Behind the Scenes at Kew, Fuchsia

in Bloom & Dahlia Show, Bring and Buy Produce Stall,

Details John Fridd 01634 388028

August 22nd - Mallet and Badge Making, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm,
Learn useful bush craft and make your own mallet and
a badge. Suitable for accompanied children aged 5 - 12
years, £4 per child ring 01634 338191 to book

August 25th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Rye Harbour TN31 7TU 10.00am, (sce
I1th Aug).

August 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 5.5

miles/8.8 km - Leisurely Circular walk finishes 1.00pm.

Park and meet in the car park Teston Bridge Country
Park. Teston Lane. ME18 5BX. TQ707533 parking
charges, Toilets available. Walk upstream, cross the
bridge and head downstream via West Farleigh and
Kettle Corner to Teston. Bring picnic lunch. Contact:
Ade, 07505895784, adeballard(@yahoo.co.uk

August 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, meet
Chris Morris 01634 374923 / 07847 828249 Godstone
Village Green outside White Hart PH GR 350515 RH9
8DU for 6 mile undulating walk across fields, grassland
& through woods also along riverbank & tracks with
short lengths of roads, 2 stiles. Dogs Allowed

August 27th - Ted’s Picnic, Riverside Country Park,
11.00am — 2.00pm Bring a picnic and a teddy bear and
join in the fun. Storytelling and games. Suitable for
accompanied children aged 3 — 7 years, £5 per child
ring 01634 337432 to book.

August 28th - Kite Making Workshop, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon make a Kite in the
visitor centre with a ranger then fly it in Capstones
bracing winds, Suitable for accompanied children aged
5 — 12 years, £5 per kite, ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 29th - Ted’s Picnic, Capstone Farm Country Park,
I1.00am — 2.00pm Bring a picnic and a teddy bear and
join in the fun. Storytelling and games. Suitable for
accompanied children aged 3 — 7 years, £5 per child
ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 31st - Splash for Mash Sponsored Swim, Medway
Asthma Self-Help, Roko Health Club, Watling Street,
Gillingham, MES 6BY, book in slots of half an hour
between 2.00 and 6.00pm Contact 01634 855844 /
medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com or
www.medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk/splash-for-mash.

September 1st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 6
miles/9.7 km - Leisurely Circular walk finishes 1.15pm.

Meet at Hollingbourne Station Car Park. Parking charge

may apply ME17 1FZ, TQ836548 bring picnic lunch.
Tony/Ann, 07478337787 vajra.faulkner@gmail.com

September 1st - Summer Fair, Cats Adoption Centre
Bredhurst, 11.00am — 3.00pm, Fun for all the family,
Crafis stalls, Bric-a-Brac, Raffle, Live Music,
Refreshments, BBQ, Ice cream, Kids corner with
inflatable slide and obstacle course. Come and join the
fun and see our lovely cats! Adults £1, Children Free!
Free parking nearby. Details 01634 232471

September 1st - Afternoon Tea, 3.00 — 5.00pm, St
Michael and all Angels Church, Hartlip (see 4th Aug).

September 2nd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see Sth Aug).

September 3rd - Breast Cancer Support Group, Amoena
are hosting a lingerie evening, items suitable for our
members. (see 6th Aug).

September 4th - Upchurch Horticultural Society monthly
meeting, 7.30pm, at 97 Chaffes Lane, Upchurch, to
discuss the planning for the September Show. Contact:
upchurchhortssoc(@ gmail.com

September 5th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, “Nat West” - Abigail
Avens, for over 50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

September 6th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group. Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday
9.45am to help those who have lost a loved one. Join us
for a cuppa and chat, ring Julic 01634 364309,

September 6th - Games Afiernoon, Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, (see 16th Aug).

September 7th - Bredhurst Village Show, 2.30pm

September 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, 7.5
miles/12.1 km - Moderate Circular walk finishes
2.15pm. Park in Sandling Road, NOT pub car park.
Meet at the Lower Bell PH, ME20 7EF TQ748606.
Walk via Boxley Abbey, Pilgrims Way and River
Medway, return through Cobtree Manor Park - the site
of the old Maidstone Zoo. Contact: Geoft.
geoff.ramblerf@me.com

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
| Composite doors are the future for doors.
| Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits
( RF({IKTE?D No Salesmen. Ne Discounts, Just One Quality. OnePrice
u Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

IAll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
[0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security
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Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves | |.. =
Taps Repaired/ Replaced beauty & A
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

120:1trding CATNAp
attery o _H"\
ocated in an area of f jil /J

nding natural

4 b ]
5 Star rated RE DHU%
by Local Authority
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please

www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
s,'[i":f:ff James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

]
sl = 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 BNS
pomeemc (1) Domestic Installer

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts » Partnerships » Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME& 7PH

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.
Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

linfo@mazefinancial.co.uk / www.mazefinancial .co.uk

Frank O'Grady
Maze Financial Limited
Your Local Financial Advisers
We offer personal advice on
Pensions,Investments, Mortgages, Protection
and Inheritance Tax Planning.
For further details contact us on:
Office: 01634 387515 / Mob: 07977 491993

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our for more di

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nwo°d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 sreeiies

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of Tamily, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Il UKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

[For Free quote ring
IMick Eardley
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carner
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Frompt and Reliable Service
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September 8th - Capstone Farm Country Park, Volunteer
Conservation Task Days, 10.00am - 2.00pm, Join the
volunteers for a day and help with practical tasks.
Refreshments provided but bring your own lunch and
wear suitable clothing and footwear for working
outside. For information ring 01634 338191. Meet
volunteer block near Orchard Car Park.

September 8th - Cream Teas on the *The Green’,
Gillingham Green MET7 188, 2.30pm - 4.30pm. In aid
of *The Friends” of St Mary Magdalene Church, Cream
Tea £4, Luxury Cream Tea to include a glass of
Prosecco £6, Children’s tea £2. Please book tickets in
advance from Hilda 01634 932135
gillinghamparishchurch@gmail.com Free Car Parking
at Saxon Way School

September 9th, Rainham Flower Club, Workshop Tutored
by Phillipa Doucy, ‘A Tied Bunch in water’ (see 12th
Aug).

September 9th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist — John Cooper, (see 12th Aug).

September [0th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, Your own choice / pre-show discussion,
New members welcome, first visit free, no experience
needed. Just come along and receive a friendly
welcome. Parking available on site or public parking
nearby. For details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or
email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

September 10th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society,
Rainham Then & Now’ — Colin Coe, a look back at our
local town and its progression, (see 13th Aug).

September 10th - Medway Antique and Collectors’ Club,
7.30 for 8.00pm, The Clubhouse of the Rainham
Cricket Club, ‘Mudlarks’, retrieving from the Thames
mud’. Memberships now open at £25, for further
information Tel: 01634 851512 or simply just turn up.

September 11th - RSPB Medway Local Group Free Walk
with Nature, Riverside Country Park, Gillingham ME7
2XH 9.30am, (see 11th Aug).

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Cumph‘[r home improvementl service
Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007
www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

September 11th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, 6.00pm, The Baby
Boomer Nostalgia Show - Alan Haines, for details
contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

September 12th — Wigmore Thursday Club, *Chalk’-
Christoph Bull (see 5th Sept).

September 13th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
MES 6LQ 2.00 - 4.00pm. The 1987 Hurricane - Bob
Ogley. Annual membership is £20.Visitors £3 per
meeting. Tea/Coflee available before the meeting for a
small charge. For more information contact Val
Barrand 07947 583327 or email lupusrufus@sky.com

September [4th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 10th Aug).

September 14th - Annual Reunion Lunch Chatham
Grammar Association from 11.30am. Welcome drinks
12.15pm in Technology Block. Tickets - Members £24,
non-members £26. Cheques payable to 'Chatham
Grammar Association' to Mrs W Draper, 37 Homefield
Drive, Gillingham, MES 8RS.

September 14th - Upchurch Horticultural Society
September Show in the Barn to the rear of 97 Chafles
Lane, Exhibits to be displayed by 11.00am, Ample
Parking, Refreshments, Raffle, 50p Plant Sale, Auction
of Exhibits. Contact: upchurchhortssoc@ gmail.com

September 14th - Wigmore Voices 'Voices in Harmony',
8.00pm, St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore, An evening of music with songs old
& new., Tickets £7.50 from Sue 01634 370639.

September [5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.20am, 7.5
miles/12.1 km - Easy Linear walk finishes 2.00pm.
Meet Blackheath train station ticket area SE3 9LE for
10.20am train TQ396759. Finish Canary Wharf tube
station. Bring a picnic. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

September 16th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th Aug).

September 16th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul's Church Parkwood, Rainham, 7.30pm. 'It's your
duty to be beautiful' All Welcome, for further details
contact Chris Holder 01634 360823,

September 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
‘Surprise Us” — do your own thing, (see 10th Sept).

Rainham Community Orchard|
Lower Bloors Lane MES 7TR
(on junction with Lower Rainham Road)
Open to visitors and prospective volunteers
10am to noon Tuesday & Thursday
Owlets Apple Juice for sale
£3 per litre bottle
Available from the orchard,
Riverside Country Park,

Daveys, 189 Station Road,
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Snaffles, 4 The Street, Upchurch.

Pick your own days late Sept / Oct
See www.thenet.uk.net or FB page for dates
when confirmed.
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

MINI FIRST AID NORTH KENT
First Aid for all the family

2 hr parent/Grandparent classes
northkenti@minifirstaid.co.uk

(7552 881 837

GARDEN FENCING, CONCRETE
bases,small patios. ALSO General
garden maintenance, Mowing,
strimming, pruning, weeding. Local.
Call John 07917 108 867

PIANO LESSONS Licensed Music
Teacher. All ages welcome. Daytime
places available for adult beginners
and restarters. Rainham area. DBS
checked. 30 year’s experience. Call or
text Liz on 0771 4501610 for details.
1 BUY OLD SMOKING PIPES
email, message or ring
tonypeters83hotmail.com

07743 653 575.

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642
MOWERS serviced & sharpened.
Free collection — very prompt. Call
01634 613011 or 07368 307 445,
davidmedlockmowers{@hotmail.com

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315 /07766 980 732
GARDENING TLC: Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / (796 3842 503
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 140
Leave message if no reply.

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email
enquiries(@oastcentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: @The Oast Rainham.
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior

& exterior, High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

RALPH THE GARDENER,
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 11634 361505.
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

GARDENER { HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GARDEN ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www. sardenity.co.uk

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m’ (=250 logs). Am® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

MUSIC LESSONS, EXAM PREP. &
Master Classes. Percussion, Drum Kit,
and Piano. Roan Kearsey-Lawson MA,
MA, BA Hons, MISM. 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore arca. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages lofts, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Moh 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
016)1 364985 (17930 183466.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retumns,
Payroll. If'you have a problem
Jjust give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area, Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

CLAIRE’S DOG WALKING

services. Police checked and insured.

Tel. Claire Finch on 07775 946 065 or
01634 230921. FB page Claire’s Dog

Walking.

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Derek Tindall 01634 365758,
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Coniler Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 739404.

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting - Ample car parking,
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church., Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemnised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley on 07957 884 335.
01634261 (!4% or mobile,

AUTO SHINE
MOBILE CAR
BODY REPAIRS

Scratches, chips, dents,
bumper scuffs, alloy wheels,
light, accident repairs

Call for a free quote

1107572135613

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
* Member of Gas Satety Register
= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
= 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Gefion Dog Training Club

by

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

'Window Fix Direct
| Do you have windows
or doors that.....

01 634 789025 /07950 761061
|  www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to
head, neck, shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment
is tailored to you for only £30
Pre-paid gift certificates also available
Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66@gmail.com

@ CERFACEE

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT [T!

look no further!

Supply & Fit Service
Showrcom: 272 Canlerbury Street, Gillingham, MET 5XR
WWW.CERFACE CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.

Cliffewoods
Scaffolding

Ring: 07999 827169 or
07518 350523
Email:
steve-tweedley@outlook.com
Your local rehiable
scallolding contractor

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Gituated in a quiet rural location in an area of
loutstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
cats only.

A completely new cattery, ful E:, compliant with|
all new legislation, FAE accredited care
provided.

iewings welcomed by appointment.

ontact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 235032
info@whiskerslodge. comy
1 www. whiskerslodge.comy

IGARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

\We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

CEAY Fa T

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD's plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Setvicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmare, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 Alll profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s il Est. 1971 | FPRE |
Plumbing & séfe 20
Heating Chris Halflett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Foritoo sstmatos wopnne 016034 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets,
fuse boards My
& full rewires wahL -]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors s =
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. Foo Ay
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

' CRYST. | _FREE NO
®CURA & ey Nuﬁcrune imp|. QELIGATION
t o2 DL MATLE RSLTD]  QuoTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystaicurtains co_uk, W: www crystalcurtains. co.uk

Paul's 1 - 8 Seater Taxis

<oee.....BOOKINgs Only.........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports
Tel 01634 727272 Mob 07904955375

www.eightseatertaxi.co.uk

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directers

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4Q. Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

* Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available
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