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The Heather Family at the Tea Gardens in York (now Durham) Road in the 1930s

Back Row: (left to'right) Frank Middleton, William Lillis, Charlie Clarke, Gertrude Clarke (nee Heather),
George Heather, unknown, Vie Heather, Harry Dixon,

Middle Row: (left to right) Rose Middleton (nee Heather), Dolly Lillis (nee Heather), Elsie Lydon (nee
Heather), Nellie Heather (nee Kitney), Harry Heather, May Heather (nee Nicholls), Bert Heather, Gran
Heather, Lena Dixon (nee Heather), Maude Lawson (nee Heather).

Children: (left to right) Bert, Ruby, Grace (Rose & Frank) Nora (Bert & May) son (Harry & Lina) Brian,
Joyee? (George & Nellie)

Not Present: Louie Grantham (nee Heather) Mabel Hall (nee Heather)

EEl SALMON WINDOWS ™

Conservatories designed and built ~ Upgrades to existing conservatory roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors ~ Misted units replaced
Family run independent company

For advice and a very competitive quote call : |

— —
Which? A Installers of Quality Ei i

Trusted trader

Products for 35 years
www.salmonwindows.co.uk 01634 363881
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Action Forum Office

4 Saracen Close, Gillingham Business Park
MES OQN Tel: 01634 310011 please mention
AF when ringing. Email: afi@thenet.uk.net

Editorial

Fifty years ago, in March 1969, Action Forum first
landed on the door mats of Rainham. For those of my
generation this seems no time at all but looking back
much has changed in Rainham during this half
century. The twenty four years since the Second
World War had already seen major changes. The
parish of Rainham following much development in
previously uninhabited areas had been greatly reduced
in size with Twydall to the west and Wigmore to the
south each building a new church in the 1960s and
becoming separate parishes (Wigmore joined with
Bredhurst, Hempstead and Parkwood to become the
Parish of South Gillingham). The M2 motorway had
relieved some of the congestion through Rainham
High Street particularly after the Hoath Way link road
was completed and the electrification of the railway
made commuting to London a much more viable
proposition. House building continued at a pace -
particularly Parkwood which crept ever further south
and Mierscourt Valley. New schools provided
education for these areas, Parkwood, Dean Wood and
Mierscourt, whilst Wakeley and Thames View
provided the extra places north of the A2, so as Action
Forum produced its first four page edition of 10,000
copies we were set for rapid change.

The Rainham Plan, long discussed, was finally
implemented albeit in a vastly different form from that
first proposed. The promised by-pass for Rainham
High Street deemed unnecessary now we had the M2
was scrapped and the swathe of land just south of the
A2 which had been blighted by restrictions for many
years released for development. However the
demolition of the old Church School at the top of
Station Road and subsequent construction of Rainham
Shopping Centre was completed by the 1980s. This
was received with mixed feelings as it effectively
killed much of the trade for shops in the eastern
section of the High Street, only sustained to some
extent by the Co-op household store and the post
office.

By the 1990s Bowaters factory at Rainham Mark was
in decline. Despite its final closure 20 years ago the
Bowaters Blue Ball is still fondly remembered and I
noticed when remedial highways work was proposed
last year the signs still proclaimed Bowaters
Roundabout. Likewise we still refer to Farthing

Corner Services on the M2, much preferring the
ancient name, despite them being renamed Medway
Services some while ago. Some of the Bowaters site
was acquired for a big new Tesco’s much to the alarm
of Rainham traders who feared this would mean the
closure of the Rainham store with a further detrimental
effect on local footfall for independent businesses.
Rainham continues to evolve we had periods of Estate
Agents lining the A2 when house building was at its
height, followed by a glut of Florists. Service centres
now dominate, hairdressers, nail bars, tattoo parlours,
coffee houses and cafes, very different from 1969
when we had butchers, greengrocers, bakeries,
newsagents, drapers, and ironmonger stores. What will
the next 50 years bring? For some time now we have
printed 20,000 copies of AF each month to cover the
same area but with the recent surge in housebuilding
yet again this is already being pushed and we are
increasing the print run. Incidentally, if you would like
a walk with a purpose each month we have several
roads just waiting for your help. see page 3 for the
current list where volunteers are needed. So to the next
50 years but in the meantime have a very good month
and we will see you again in April ready to enjoy the
spring flowers.

Correspondence

WIGMORE OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND
Dear Editor,
This very popular biennial event organised by St
Matthew's Church will be held over the weekend of
6th & 7th July 2019. If any residents ol Wigmore or
South Gillingham would like to consider opening their
gardens in support of the church OR their favourite
charity. please could they contact me at
paul@bellerby.me or on 01634 387328 for further
information.

Yours sincerely.

Paul Bellerby, Gardens Co-ordinator.

'THE BARRACKS', IVY STREET, RAINHAM
Dear Editor,

Half way down lvy Street is a row of terraced houses
at right angle to the strect. [ hear that they are called
"The Barracks' but I cannot find them in the Medway
or Army records. Can anyone tell us more?

Yours sincerely
Margaret Dunn
email stationdunn3{@btinternet.com

THE MEDWAY LEAGUE OF FRIENDS

& HOSPITAL RADIO MEDWAY

Dear Editor

It your Group, School or Club would like to hear
about the work of The Medway League of Friends,
which includes Hospital Radio Medway please get in
touch. Please ring the Operations Manager

01634 830000 ext 3695.

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLE
There are a few plots available in Oak Lane
Upchurch. For details please contact Wendy Licence
14 Trapfield Close Bearsted MET4 4HT,
email clerkupc@outlook.com
HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE 2019
Sunday, 19th May, 11.30am - 4.30pm
on Hempstead Playing Fields
I you would like to have a stall at this year's
10th Anniversary Village Fayre, please contact
Val on 01634 230214 or email
valeriegorfi@blueyonder.co.uk
ART EXHIBITION
Rainham Art Group
Monday 18th February — Saturday 30th March
Lordswood Library, Kestrel Road MES 8TH
An exhibition of original paintings for sale in a variety
of media and styles by local artists from the Rainham
Art Group. Lordswood Library is a great exhibition
space and new location for the group to exhibit.
Members of the group pursue both individual painting
projects and participate in group projects that may
focus on a theme or a famous artist. For more
information about the group please email:
rainhamartgroup(@gmail.com
REIKI, RAHANNI, SPIRITUAL,
Crystal Healing
Given freely, donations welcome
Every Tuesday evening 7.30pm and every Wednesday
10.30am at The Centre, Mind Body Spirit, Next to
Travelodge, M2 Services Rainham. MES 8PQ

BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY TALK 2019/2020
Mrs Olwen O'Dowd is willing to give a talk about the
charity and its work to any small Group meeting in
Rainham, Gillingham and Chatham area for a
donation. Contact details muml44@outlook.com or
01634 263622 (answerphone)

PDSA - UK’S LEADING VET CHARITY.
Every year, the dedicated teams at our 48 Pet
Hospitals work tirelessly to provide 2.7 million
veterinary treatments — including 440,000
preventative treatments. This helps over 470,000
much-loved pets and brings peace of mind to 300,000
owners, www.pdsa.org.uk
The services we currently offer at Gillingham are:
Free veterinary treatment for one pet belonging to
someone on council tax benefit or housing benefit and
low cost treatment to any additional pets they have.
Low cost veterinary treatment for pets of people on
low incomes, we accept a wide range of benefits.
Preventative Services; Worming, flea treatment,
vaccination, neutering, microchipping, veterinary diets
and nutraceuticals at competitive prices.
PDSA Vet Care range; shampoo, joint supplements,
car clearer, probiotic and skin care supplement.
Clients must live in our catchment area which
includes ME1 to ME20.
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Wheatcroft Grove
Solomon Road, Old Orchard, Russells, Chichester,
Gloucester Close
Qastview, Sheldon, lower part Mierscourt Road
Tilbury, Finwell, Wivenhoe, Cooden, Twyford
Bendon Way, Stratford Avenue, Derwent Way,
Crabtree Close, Oldfield, Highfield Rd, Highfield C1
Langdale Close
Parkwood
Peveral Green, Chipstead Road
Upchurch
Part of Chaffes Lane
Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace
If you can help please email af@thenet.uk.net
orring 01634 31001 (please mention Action Forum)

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wncripe marne
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

@ Berengrave Service Station =257
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS
mors [ SERVCNG <€ DIAGNOSTICS
@ tvees o~ meemmRs s AIR-GON

Lwer Rainhan B Rsinkam MEBTTY  worw berengraveservisestationoom | 2V 1T W2 901

Shaw Electrical Services

For all types of electrical works

Security & Outside Lights ~ Showers ~ Smoke Alarms
No job too small
Qualified Electrician, Reliable Service, Fully Insured,
Call Chris on: 07939 018998 or 01634 613523
For free quotations & advice

Extra Sockets & Lights ~ Fuse Board Changes ™ Full Rewires |

r -

Home Help Service &%

At Home Out & About T .

» Housework  Visiting the shops k C

* Respife sitting ~ * Supportfo Caﬁaigﬁmgwmdepglc[!em

* Weil-being visits gpp o|nfr|_'lenr; Please call us on

» Companionship |

“Gordening/  *Comparionshe | (16336891
Handyman T | www takecareltd.co.uk
I sént the VWE} pg-rsan " : Assistants CRE checked,
arol, she could have been FME} insured & referenced.




Diary 2019

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

affethenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: March 26th 2019

Until March 30th - Art Exhibition, Rainham Art Group,
Lordswood Library, Kestrel Road MES 8TH paintings
Rainham Art Group details rainhamartgroupf@/gmail.com

February 24th - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community
Centre, 10.00am — 2.00pm. 50p entry.

February 26th — Every Tuesday 7.30 - 9pm and every
Wed 10.00 - 11.30am Reiki, rahanni, spiritual, crystal
and Chi healing given freely, donations welcome, at The
Centre, Mind Body Spirit, Next to Travelodge , M2
Services Rainham. MES 8PQ

February 27th — Play and Chat. Each Wednesday [.30pm
- 3.00pm. Parents/Carers pre-school children. Lots of
toys. £1.50 per family includes refreshments for all. St
Paul's Church, Parkwood, MEE 9PN. 01634 364388,

February 27th - Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm start,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ‘Commonwealth War
Graves Commission” Visitors welcome £2 per visit,
Contact Mrs Olwen O"Dowd 01634 263622 for details.

February 27th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, 8.00pm
Hempstead Village Hall, 50 More Ways to Tie a Scarf -
Helen Kendal-Tobias, Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

February 28th — Play and Chat. Each Thursday 10.15 -
11.45am, see details 27th Feb. Telephone 01634 365932,

February 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Social. Film, for over 50s
ring 01634 234712 for details.

February 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, All Saints
Church, Hempsted 2.00—4.00pm Talk *Amish

Community’ Anne Catoor new members always
welcome ring 07583 343782

February 28th - Free Films at St. Mary’s!, St. Mary
Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green, 2.00pm, Free
entry and refreshments; All welcome, No need to book.
Enquiries 11634 324783

March 2nd - *Greyhounds™ Applause Rural Touring
Theatre, Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 317, 7.30pm,
raffle, tea and biscuits, all proceeds for the maintenance
of the hall. Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble 01634 361263

March 2nd — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham.
7.30 — 9.30pm. New and experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, ring 366189 or 388546.

March 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km finish 1.30pm, Park the
Friars car park in Aylesford, ME20 7BX T(Q722 589
donations welcome. Contact: John/Lesley, 7801537317,
lesley. fielding43(@ gmail.com

March 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet David Brown, 07815 106791 GR 526638 DA4 (JF
Lullingstone Country Park. Castle Road (off A225)
Eynsford. (£2.50 Sunday) for 7 mile circular walk
Shoreham / Lullingstone. Terrain hilly and undulating,
may be muddy. 3 stiles. 13 ascending steps. No Dogs

March 3rd - Sunday Service, 6.30pm with guest medium
The centre Mind Body Spirit, Next to Travelodge , M2
Services ME8 8PQ healing available (donations
welcome) All welcome £2.50 entrance.

March 4th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 07523 124668

March 5th — 315t - Mother's Day Gift Fayre, Hempstead
Valley, artisan and bespoke Mother’s Day gilis from
local companies. Free parking (for up to 6 hours).

March 5th - Tiny Tots, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, Art & crafts for young children,

Fnendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
» TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

Enqumeg@a‘l -roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

LADIES ONLY BADMINTON
Menway Banmintox Association Hal

100 CasTLEMAINE AvE, Gruimceam MET 208
Tuespay 2,00 - 4.00em - WEDNESDAY 10.004Mm - 12800N
¥ 1L.00AM—1.00pMm
ON AND iﬂl’ FOR SHUTTLES

g -C anG Faciumes
NTS AVAILABLE - [‘Illl.'\l)l.'l ATMOSPHERE
INDOOR NON- \|\kk|'\[, SOLED TRAINERS MUST BE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

01634 572187 0t EMAIL MBABADMINTON (@ BICONNECT.COM

Happy Hounds
Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

finger painting and potato prints, please wear suitable
cloths it could get messy. Accompanied children aged 2
— 5 years, £3 per child, book (11634 338191,

March 5th - Breast Cancer Support Group. 7.00 - 9.00pm,
Medway Maritime Hospital, Arca 7, Level 2. Talk by
Dee 'Lymphedema Manual Drainage’ and Pain
Management. New members welcome, contact Angela
Blackwell: 01634 861802, Mobile: 07761853750

March 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, *St. Patrick’s Day’ - Petite and Miniature
arrangements, new members welcome, just come along
and receive a friendly welcome. Parking on site or
nearby. Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or email
kayebuss(@ btinternet.com

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.40am, Moderate
Linear walk 8 miles / 12.9km finish 2.00pm Meet
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre there ME7 3PD,
TQ793633 for 130 bus leaving at 9.42am, walk back to
Hempstead Valley. Contact: Mike, cycling39(@aol.com

March 6th - Trinity Friendship Group. Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Twydall, 1.30 -3.30pm, join us for a chat
with tea, coffee, biscuits and a guest speaker. Entry £1,
contact Hands Gillingham 01634 577984,

March 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, Board
Games, tea and chat. (see Feb 28th)

March 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, SERV - Robin Alexander,
for over 50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

March 7th - BRATS Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting
Society, 8.30pm. Parkwood Community Centre, Talk
'Secret Chatham' - Dr Philip MacDougal. All welcome.
see www.brats-qth.org or email secretary(@brats-qth.org

March 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
ME® 6LQ 2.30 - 4.30pm. Hadrian’s Wall - Chris Wade.
Tea/coffee available before meetings. Visitors £3 per
meeting. Details Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufusi@sky.com or website grlhs.org

March 9th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, St
Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments available, To book a stall, £10 each, email
cjderaftmarkets(@yahoo.com or ring 07779 366054

March 9th - Friends of St Margaret's Church Rainham,
Family Friendly Magic Show 6.00pm in Church, £5
adult, £3 child, £12 family of four on the door.

March 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,

TV Aerials / Freesat

i SR =
AERIALS INSTALLATIONS LTD I

Local Electrician

Moderate circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km finish 2.00pm,
Ightham Mote Car park next to Cafe - charge if not NT
member. TN15 ONT, TQ583534 Undulating walk
through fields, woodland, tracks, paths and roads
Contact: David, 07815106791, brown291 8@ gmail.com

March 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272
GR743621 MES5 9RH Blue Bell Hill View Point Car
Park for 6 mile all weather walk around Nashenden
Down. Undulating with 2 gentle "2 mile climbs 1 down
& 1 up, no muddy stretches. No Dogs
March 10th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, help with some
practical tasks. Meet volunteer block. Refreshments
provided but bring lunch, wear suitable clothing and
footwear for outside. Ring 01634 338191 for information

March 11th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
50th Anniversary Year, Parkwood Community Centre,
MESR 9PN, 7.30pm, Organist — Elizabeth Harrison,
details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

March 11th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore MES ONX,
Demonstration by Mig Kimpton “In the Potting Shed”.
Information sce www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring
01634 863034 /01634 373928 /01795 843180

March 12th - Carer’s Coffee Morning, caring for someone
old or young? We would like to welcome you, 10.00am

12noon, Dobbies Restaurant — Garden Centre, Buy a
coffee, pull up a seat and have a chat, meet with others.
Details Maureen Cannon (01634 235723

March 12th - Technology Group with Hands &
Gillingham Volunteer Centre, Kingsley House,
Gillingham 1 lam-12.30pm. For free help with using
your smartphone. laptop ete. Please contact Hands
on 01634 577984 to book your place.

March 12th - Wintering Wildfowl and Waders, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon classroom, 1.00 -
3.00pm field based, No experience necessary, suitable
for adults and enthusiastic children aged 12+, £10 per
person, under 16 & OAPs £5 book 01634 337432

March 12th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society, side doors
open 7pm for 7.30pm start, Holy Trinity Church Hall,
Twydall Lane, ME8 6JU, Workshop Evening. All
welcome, Ring 01634852519 for details.

March 13th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Fund
Raising, (see Feb 27th)

Continued on Page 11

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set
Up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

[ ]

Fully Qualified

All Works Certified and Insured

Emailinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk
Telephone: 01634 325164
Mobile: 07977 432799

18
.mm @ MARK
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All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

CHAKTERED ACCOUNTANTS

accountants.co.uk
s.couk

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, : ?:itlums
Kent MER i s
5 *  Book-keeping
= Payroll
+  Aundit

www. jadaccount Associated Services

Salter-Mclean & Co

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 vears we offer an efficier
to all types of business as well as assi:
problems and returns

For a free initial consultation telephone

01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

and personal service
wvith personal tax

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Vis4

www.gcrsales.co.uk  gqermick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd) |

GREG k@"%

BRYANT
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
(NZT:T@ AT RATED BY NHEC

e 01634 231321
T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

————

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com
All work guaranteed, Genuine QAP Discounts

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1!

01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

MSB Plastering & Decorating

* Plastering * Decorating * Artexing

* Coving * Rendering

Telephone 01634 387621 or 07890 771624

www.mshplastering-decorators.co.uk
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REVEREND CHARLES COBB - Real Life Hero
and Long Serving Vicar of Rainham

Born in 1828 and the son of Captain Thomas Cobb
of New Romney, he lived until 90 years old and
became one of the oldest clergy in the country. He
served as vicar of Rainham for 32 years from 1876
to 1908 and became one of the most popular and
well respected clergymen to have worked in the
parish.

Charles Cobb entered the holy orders in 1853 after
he had obtained his MA degree at Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge. After this he held curacies at
Halstead, St Nicholas-at-Wade, Lambeth and
Minster Sheppey. In 1860 he was appointed Rector
at Dymchurch where he remained for sixteen years.
While serving in Dymchurch he carried out a heroic

act for which he gained widespread praise and fame.

“The Sunday Pictorial’ dated 29th March 1936,
reported that during a fierce gale on January 5th
1867 a French lugger named *Corrier de Dieppe’

which had been blown badly off course got wrecked
on Dymchurch Sands. The coastguards tried to fire a

lifeline aboard to rescue the crew but it tell short.

After this three of the crew were washed into the sea
and drowned but one sailor remained clinging to the

rigging. A coastguard named John Batist tried to
battle his way to the wreck in rough sea and strong
wind but failed. Reverend Cobb. a powerful
swimmer, arrived and against the wishes of some
parishioners who were also present, he took off his
coat, dived into the sea and swam to the wreck

where he reached the stranded sailor. Soon after this

Batist also reached the vessel and helped Reverend
Cobb haul the sailor to safety.
For his act of heroism Reverend Cobb received

many awards which included a gold medal from The

National Lifeboat Institution in 1867 and the Albert
Medal from Napoleon 11l of France. He later had a
photograph of himself wearing his medals with a
framed certificate from the National Lifeboat
Association displayed on the wall at Rainham
vicarage. John Batist who had assisted in the rescue
received a bronze medal.

Later in 1876 Charles Cobb became vicar of
Rainham and got fully involved in the church and
local activities. During the late 1870s and early

1880s he played as a successful opening batsman for

Rainham Cricket Club and also made many friends
in the parish.

U Neat Feet j
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

After his wife died in 1903 Reverend Cobb
continued as vicar of Rainham until 1908 then
resigned. Reverend Tamplin succeeded him and
married his daughter. Reverend Cobb continued to
reside at the vicarage and maintained a role at the
church taking services when his health allowed him
to do so. He regularly presided over intercession
services in the church during World War 1. Held in
high esteem during the time he resided in Rainham,
he died in 1918 and was buried in the churchyard.
After his death the parishioners of Rainham, as a
mark of respect and recognition of his services,
presented the church with a new communion table
and a communion plate in his memory.
David Wood.
*‘SHOE HORN SONATA” by John Misto
March 14.15.16.21.22.23, Curtain up 8.00pm.
Qast House Theatre, Rainham
A powerlul award-winning play based on the true
events of two women who survived three and a half
years in a Japanese prisoner of war camp in the
jungles of Sumatra during World War 11
Box Office 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousctheatre.co.uk

A MURDER MYSTERY
Snow escaping murder!

Performed by Alternate Shadows
Saturday 16th March, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Newington Village Hall ME9 71J
Tickets £6 pp purchased in advance
BYO Drinks and Nibbles
Net proceeds for Air Ambulance
contact: Mike on 01634 360906
Email: mikew16@@blueyonder.co.uk
CHARITY COFFEE MORNING / CAKE SALE
In aid of The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund
& 20th Gillingham (Hempstead) Air Scout Group
Saturday 23rd March, 10.00am — 1.00pm
Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead
Help us change lives with a cup of tea and
a slice of cake! All Invited. Free Entry
Donations of cakes welcome.
QUIZNIGHT
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Saturday 6th April 7.00 for 7.30pm - 10.00pm
Tables of 6, £6 per person
Ploughman’s Supper included
Please bring your own beverage and nibbles.
Please call Kay 01795 844408 for tickets

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MEB OPX
Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
www.masleralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY AND
FEBRUARY

In late January [ visited Knole Park on the outskirts of
Sevenoaks. For me, the attraction was not Knole
House, but the ancient oak trees in the parkland. I have
been very fond of oak trees since I was a boy playing
in fields lined with oaks planted in Georgian times
when the remaining, mediaeval, open fields were
enclosed. As large as they appeared to me, it is likely
that they were not then in their prime and it is perhaps
only now that that are in their maturity. By contrast,
many of the oaks that | went to Knole to see are
already dead or dying. The oaks growing on the
heavy, red clay of my native Leicestershire are
English oaks and those growing on the acidic,
greensand escarpment on which Knole sits are sessile
oaks. The public entry to Knole by car is from the
High Street In Sevenoaks, opposite St Nicholas parish
church with a fine cupola on the top of its tower.

The entrance drive drops down 1o a dry river bed,
salled The Gallops, that once fed into the River
Darenth and then The Thames at Dartford. Adjoining
The Gallops is a knoll (small rounded hill) on which
sits Knole House. Scattered along the former river
bank and up the side of the knoll are trees, between
which are small clearings covered in bracken. |
motored slowly through these trees as [ zig-zagged up
the knoll. I noticed that new trees had been planted in
the clearings and protected from the deer by stout
wooden cages. The deer eat whatever acorns and
chestnuts the jays and squirrels have not hidden and
will also eat the tender leaves of any young oak or
sweet chestnut trees that grow from buried acorns or
nuts not retrieved by the jays or squirrels. Natural
England have reported that, as a result of grazing by
deer, the ground cover under the trees, apart from
bracken, is limited, as is the natural regeneration of
tree species.

On the top of the plateau I parked the car near to
Knole House, walked to the top of the knoll and sat on
my portable seat overlooking the trees I had driven
through. They are part of the Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) that covers the whole 1,000 acres of
the parkland. The predecessors of Natural England
considered that the trees - sessile oak, beech, field
maple, downy birch, ash and hawthorn - were part of

CARPENTRY - DECORATING - PROBLEM SOLVING : DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE » FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

the original wildwood. Sweet chestnut and sycamore
in the wood may have been planted in the 17th or 18th
centuries as ornamental trees. None of the trees | had
seen or could see had been pollarded. As I sat there,
studying the trees through my binoculars or by naked
eye, the quictness was interrupted only by the calls of
Jackdaws and. in the distance, pupils of Sevenoaks
School enjoying their morning break in the
playground. Among the mature and dying trees were
ones that were clearly dead; they had either remained
upright or had fallen to the ground. The dead trees had
been left where they were, as were any branches that
had fallen to the ground. Some of the fallen trees and
branches may have been blown down during the Great
Storm of October 1987. All of this dead wood is a
habitat for a rich variety of invertebrates which is the
finest in Kent. That is one of the reasons why the
parkland has been declared an SSSI and why the
National Trust is not allowed to remove the dead
wood, which greatly favours the green and great
spotted woodpeckers, which seek out the
aforementioned rich variety of invertabrates.

As already noted, I came to Knole especially to see the
sessile oaks, those at their prime being more easily
observed when their leaves had fallen. A sessile oak is
generally not as impressive as an English oak. Its girth
is only about half the size if its cousin but it can grow
much taller. A characteristic of the sessile that it is of
interest to a forester is that it has a tall trunk that
extends well into its crown, which is made up of
straight, radiating branches. It has thus been
traditionally used in the construction of ships and
houses and carpentry generally. So, sessile oaks can
grow tall but what is their life-span? I have a book on
trees that is usually helpful but all that it states is that
they are “very long lived™. I did consider, knowing
that Knole had supplied timber to the Royal Navy at
Chatham, whether any of the clearly old trees in the
wood (dead. dying or alive) had been planted by the
Sackville family between the early 17th century, when
they were granted the estate by Elizabeth 1st and the
mid19th century, when the bottom fell out of the
market for timber for wooden warships. But that is all
too speculative on my part and it is best for me to keep
to the description of “very long lived”. 1 will end these
Notes by saying that there is no substitute for being in
the presence of ancient trees and feeling awed and
inspired by their fortitude. They may be long passed

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

their youth, and even their maturity, and be into their
decline, as evidenced by broken and fallen limbs.
Ancient trees have character and strong personalities
of their own, which they acquire with age. Even when
an ancient tree finally dies, it can exist for many years
cither as a standing or fallen tree, continuing to evoke
strong emotions.

Joe Ennis
THE YORKES TEA GARDEN
I cannot believe that there is anyone alive now who
could recall The Yorkes Tea Garden, in what was then
known as York Road, later renamed Durham Road, so
as not to be confused with the one in Gillingham. The
plot of land directly opposite the top of Edwin Road
was purchased for the princely sum of £10 in the
1920s. An ex 1914-18 army timbered building was
acquired which apparently had to be man-handled in
sections from some distance down Edwin Road, as the
top part was as yet unmade.
My father also purchased the adjoining plot and
created St Margaret’s Putting Green. The Yorkes
became the home to my Grandmother and some of the
Heather family, not all as there were 12 of them! The
Tea Garden was a summer time venture, ably assisted
by some of my many aunts. The timber ‘hut” occupied
that site until the demise of Uncle George and Aunty
Nellie, residents until the 1960s or thereabouts.
I became aware many years later, that Dad had sold

his holding to Uncle Bill (a Naval Officer), husband of

one of his sisters, Aunty Elsie, to build a house there,
for the sum of £100. Mum never forgave him for that
bit of generosity!

I have fond memories of visiting Gran on summer
Sunday afternoons before and after World War 2,
walking from Tennyson Road, along the Darland
Banks and through the woods to Wigmore. Time spent
there ‘running wild” through a small maze of hedges,
with my cousins Eileen and Stanley who lived next
door. At dusk I distinctly remember the many glow
worms amongst the hedge rows. The day would end
with a final bit of enjoyment for me, the dash across
the road to catch the last bus home. So much has
changed. Fortunately, the Darland Banks and most of
the woods have survived; for how much longer is
always a question with the race for more houses!

One thing that is still the same though — the bus stop at
the top of Edwin Road is still in the same place!

The photograph (on the front page) depicts most of the

* TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIFPING

- D

e e LINDS A

* MULCH

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

family and offspring, Gran is seated (table right), a
couple of somewhat sinister looking gentlemen at the
rear are unknown to me, possibly hopeful suitors to
some of my then unmarried aunts!
[ would very much like to hear from anyone who
knew of the Tea Garden and our family of that time.
Derek H. Heather
01634 579 830
dheatheruk(@gmail.com
CREATION V EVOLUTION
Saturday 23rd March, 4.00pm
Wigmore Evangelical Free Church
Durham Road, Rainham, ME8 0UN
Two talks by Creation Ministries
4pm & 5.15pm with refreshments in between.
"The age of the earth and its relevance to the Gospel'
and 'Dinosaurs and Dragons - Monsters or Myths?'
Question & Answer session plus a buffet meal at
6.15pm. Everyone welcome at this free event.
SPRING CONCERT Bearsted Choral Society
Saturday 30th March, 7.30pm
St Margaret’s Church
High Street, Rainham MES 8AN
Vivaldi - Gloria, Haydn - St Nicholas Mass,
Insanae et vanae curae &
Organ Concerto in G Minor With Soloists & Orchestra
Under the baton of Music Director - Andrew Lowen
Tickets £10 (Full-time Students free)
Book tickets at www.bearstedchoral.org
0333 6663366 Also available on the door
BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 13th April, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 each, Tables of 6 - §
Book in advance, Bring your own Drink and Nibbles
Free Tea and Coffee and biscuits available
Plenty of free parking
Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486
MASTERS OF THE HOUSE
Friday 29 March, Curtain up 8.00pm.
Oast House Theatre, Rainham
A talented team of 3 singers with an evening of
popular songs from the shows.
Join Jason Allen, Jimmy Burton-lles and Amanda
Swift for an evening of music not to be missed!
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business
Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured

Free Quotations |

P
ssigns Lid
Contact Simon

Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net



WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ele.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobiie 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk f www.theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

ﬁ Massage

Do vou need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?

Professionally qualified massage therapist

o

Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

Professional Reliable Service
HPR Hebditch
Property
Renovations Lid

01834 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk /
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

Carns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foet,
General Nail Cutting.

In the comfart of your own home
Trudy Boulton RGN. RM. MCFHP. MBAFHP.

Tel: 01634 371910
Mobile: 07903 793370
Competitive Rates

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT

I Composite doors are the future for doors.
| Over recent years the composite door market
| has experiencaed massive growth as
| consumers recagnise their benefits
( SEHE?S No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice

Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Diary 2019

March 13th - East Medway U3A. Smallholders

Club MER 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Will Lower - *Behind
the Scenes of Television's Golden Years™ Details see
eastmedwayu3a website or ring 07733 554719

March 13th - Bredhurst W1, Village Hall, 7.30pm, Talk
‘My Legal Life.” - Janet Garnons-Williams details Pam
Ormiston 01634 365789

March 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club, *Fingertips and
Murder’ Jack Deans (see 7th March)

March 14th - Wigmore Thursday Club, Birthday Tea —
Harmony- Wendy Back, (see March 7th)

March 14.15.16. 21.22.23 - ‘Shoe Horn Sonata’ by John

Misto, curtain up 8.00pm. Oast House Theatre, Rainham,

Box Office 0844 8793224 www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
March 15th - Evening of Clairvoyance with John
Shaw. The centre Mind Body Spirit, next to Travelodge,
M2 Services Rainham, MES 8PQ. £5 entrance, 7.00pm,
tea, coffee and biscuits available for a small donation.
March 16th - Rainham South Councillors surgery 3:16
Café, Parkwood 10am - 12 noon, No appointments.
March 16th - A Murder Mystery by Alternate Shadows,
7.30pm start, Newington Village Hall ME9 7JI, Tickets
£6 pp in advance, BYO drinks and nibbles For Kent,
Surrey and Sussex Air Ambulance. contact : Mike 01634
360906 or email mikew1 6@ blueyonder.co.uk
March 16th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see March 2nd
March 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Frank Ewen GR700405 TN12 8HT Gun & Spit
Inn, Horsmonden Village Green. Park village green for 5
mile circular walk, one long hill. Several stiles. Pubs at
the end. No Dogs
March 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 6 miles / 9.7km finish 1.15pm,
Park on the road opposite La Playa pub, Minster. The
pub are happy for you to park in their car park if you are
having lunch there. ME12 2NL TQ948742 Contact:
John/Lesley, 7801537317, lesley.fielding43@gmail.com
March 17th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2,00pm help with
practical tasks. Refreshments provided but bring lunch
wear suitable clothing and footwear for outside. Meet at
visitor centre, Ring 01634 337432 for more information
March 18th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see March 4th)

March 18th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, third
Monday each month, St Paul's Church Parkwood,
7.30pm. Guest speaker talk 'Deco Delights'. For further
details contact Chris Holder 01634 360823,

March 19th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, MES 9PM. 7.30 - 9.45pm
£4 Lammergeiers of the Spanish Pyrenees —Ashley
Grove. Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

March 19th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Mother’s Day” -
arrangement in a home-made card, (see March 5th)

March 20th - Tiny Tots, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am
- 1Znoon, Art & crafis for young children, Accompanied
children 2 — 35 years, £3 per child, book 01634 337432.

March 20th - Wigmore Ladies, Howard Hall, Woodside,
Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to this
cheerful group, just come along or ring 01634 388912,

March 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Malcolm Withnall - Wildlife Gardening, Spring
Show Judge Alan Wainwright, Bring and Buy Produce
Stall, Details John Fridd 01634 388028

March 21st - Rainham Women’s Institute meet 1.45 —
4.00pm, Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Granary Close Rainham. Visitors welcome for a small
entry charge Contact Lynne (01634 234997 for details.

March 21st — Wigmore Thursday Club, On stage from 13
years old — Mark Walsh, (see March 7th)

March 21st - Technology Group with Hands &
Gillingham Volunteer Centre, Holy Trinity Church,
Twydall 2.00 - 3.30pm. Free help using your laptop,
smartphone, ete. contact Hands 01634 577984 to book.

March 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games, tea and chat (see 7th March)

March 22nd - Ladies Pamper Evening, MASH 7.00pm
Gillingham Golf Club, Free Parking. Tickets £3 in
advance, £4 on the door, contact 01634 855844 or email
medwayasthmaselthelp(@ btconnect.com

March 22nd - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30 —
9.00pm, “National Parks ol Western USA” - Bob

Appleton, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane,

Gillingham MES 6 TN parking available, all welcome,

Just come or contact Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

March 23rd - Charity Coffee Morning / Cake Sale, In aid
of The Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund & 20th

Gillingham (Hempstead) Air Scout Group, 10.00am —

1.00pm, Scout HQ, Dukes Meadow Drive, Hempstead,

All Invited. Free Entry. Donations of cakes welcome.

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Rainham 07792 244 315

10

Mobile: 07775 423744

TAURUS LOCKS MEDWAY 24 HOUR | [Boarding

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Cattery
b4 Hour Service (No call out charge) Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves | | oatmang m
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry Taps Repa”-ed / Rep| aced beauty o
IDomestic and Commercial Work *

Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

n -
Owner FAB trained ' £ [) 1 U &7
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalats
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment anly please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 1634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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MCFHP MAFHP

Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

1—-? Cliff’'s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING /

SLATING & TILING - LEADWOR
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
e NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
STAND, 5 .
APPROVED James Zammit
: 01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8 8NS
Domestic Installer

o
W (]

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts + Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning « Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd [ qicner 1o
Suppliers and Installers of Quality
TRUST Kitchens
W MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
B Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics
Est, 1882

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorve,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration,
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

i e o«

LUK BEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

For Free quote ring Licensed Waste Carrier
Mick Eardley

Fully Insured
1634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekiy—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2019

March 23rd - Creation v Evolution, 4.00pm, Wigmore
Evangelical Free Church, Durham Road, MES 0IN, Two
talks by Creation Ministries, Question & Answer session,
buffet meal 6.15pm. Everyone welcome, free event.

March 24th- Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am Leisurely
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km estimated finish
1.30pm, Park Sevenoaks Leisure Centre / Library, meet
front of library. TN13 1LQ, TQ532547 walk through
Knole deer park Contact: Geoft, 07525161766,
geoff.rambler@me.com

March 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 GR438443 TN
5PU St Johns Church / Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's
Witness, Marsh Green Road, Marsh Green, Edenbridge.
7.5 mile circular walk undulating with one long slope.
May be muddy if wet. 12 stiles. Dogs Allowed

March 24th - Indoor Boot Fair, (see Feb 24th)

March 27th - Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm start,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, ‘A Maidstone School’s
WWII™ - Mary Smith, Visitors welcome £2 per visit,
Contact Mrs Olwen O"Dowd 01634 263622 for details.

March 27th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Dolls
Houses - George Wildridge, (see Feb 27th)

March 28th - Rainham Friendship Group, Millennium
Centre,1.30 - 3.30pm. Join us for a chat with tea, coffee,
biscuits and a guest speaker fentertainment or a
quiz. Entry £2. Hands Gillingham 01634 577984,

March 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social - Bingo,
(see 7th March)

March 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, *Pearls and
Princesses” Helen Kendal-Tobias (see 7th March)

March 29th - Spring Show, Gillingham Horticultural
Society, 7.15pm,United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham

March 29th - Masters of the House, curtain up 8.00pm.
Oast House Theatre, Rainham. an evening of popular
songs from the shows. Box Oftice 0844 8793224 or
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

March 30th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Kitchens & Bathrooms
(.‘UH'[P]\'{L' iILH'I'lL' .l‘HP]U\:{‘H'lCi-T[ .‘-'-L’I"l'[ll‘\.‘
Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007
www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

meet Stephen Manning 07444 229721 GR526442 TN11
8DG Penshurst Place, Tonbridge for 4 mile walk through
parkland, short section on a busy road. Dogs Allowed

March 30th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 2nd March)

March 30th - Spring Concert, Bearsted Choral Society,
7.30pm, St Margaret’s Church Rainham, Tickets £10
Book www.bearstedchoral.org or pay at the door

March 31st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7km finish
2.45pm, Meet Linton Church Car Park (Free Parking)
Linton Hill ME17 4AW, TQ754501 moderate circular
walk, established footpaths, little road walking. Contact:
John, 07749 760788, billingsjef blueyonder.co.uk

April Ist - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th March)

April 2nd - Breast Cancer Support Group, (see 5th March)

April 2nd - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘April Fool” — a fun
arrangement of own choice, (see Sth March)

April 4th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board games,
tea and chat (see 7th March)

April 4th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Life’s like that —
Mel Rees, (see 7th March)

April 6th - Quiz Night. Lower Halstow Memorial Hall,
7.30pm - 10.00pm, Tables of 6, £6 per person,
Ploughman’s Supper included, bring your own beverage
and nibbles, call Kay 01795 844408 for tickets

April 7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 GR825533 MEI7 IRR
Leeds Church Car Park off Lower Street for 5 mile easy
flat walk. George Pub available for lunch but pre-book at
01622 861314. No Dogs

April 8th, Rainham Flower Club, Practical Evening
‘Easter Bonnets” (see 11th March)

April 8th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist — Pete Shaw, (see 11th March)

April 9th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society ‘Flowers of
the Cornfields’ — Richard Moyse from Ranscombe Farm
and its wild flowers/Field Project. (see 12th March)

April 10th - East Medway U3A, Melanie Gibson-Barton -
‘Bruges’, (see 13th March)

April 10th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Rochester
Bridge Trust - Andrew Freeman, (see 27th Feb)

April 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Tony Mitchell,
(see 7th March)

April 11th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker to be
arranged (see 7th March)

April 12th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Medway’s Remarkable Women - Elaine
Gardner. (see 8th March)

April 13th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, (see 9th March)

April 13th - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.30pm start,
Twydall Church Hall, Gillingham, Tickets £5, Tables of
6 — 8, Book in advance 01634 233405 or 01634 375486

The Second Net Exhibition of Volunteer Groups
Tuesday 16th April 12 noon to 5pm
Fulston Manor School, Sittingbourne
Clubs, societies and charities are invited to take
tables at £12 or £24 to promote their activities and
recruit new members or volunteers.

We have room for up to 100 groups. For more
information and how to book see www.thenet.uk.net
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates
MOWERS serviced & sharpened.
Free collection — very prompt. Call
01634 613011 or 07368 307 445,
davidmedlockmowers@hotmail.com

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 8§59
SPIRITUAL psychic development
workshop for beginners. Sat 1 1th May
2019 9am - 3pm (@ The Memorial
Hall, School Lane. Sittingbourne,
ME9 TES. £20 per person.To book
please call Wendy on 01634 260915
or 07593 411903.

FRIENDLY YOGA CLASS
Monday Yoga class 19:15 - 20:45
cost £8.00. St. Margaret's Millennium
Centre MES 9YBH. Creating strength
and flexibility for body and mind
Suitable for beginners and regular
practitioners alike. Contact Lucy -
lucyi@yogaatplay.co,uk or
07984070863

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315 /07766 980 732

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642

DAILY DOG WALKS

Dog Walking Service & Small Pet
Care Service (Home Feeding / Visits).
Contact: Karen 07915 043 638

Fully Insured and CRB Checked

GARDENING TLC: Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 140
(corrected) Leave message if no reply.
VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Qast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or
email enquiries@oasteentre.org
Www.oasteentre.org

Facebook: @The Oast Rainham.
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspeets of painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance, Wigmare,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory,

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates, Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299

or 01634 376477,

ARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk
LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m7 (=250 logs), ¥-m* £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality. deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996

FOOD & LIVE DINNER MUSIC,
Experience Award Winning Live Music
in a Whole New Light, Info & Tickets
www. 144club.co.uk 01634 365453
NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens
cleared.

Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Prolessional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.
No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken, Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.

HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For
more info call Julie 07983 397 439
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
Jjob. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404.

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem
Jjust give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free,
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Altractive Setling —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at
10.30am to 12 noon. For any other
details about the Fellowship and its
activities, please contact

Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.,

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore - modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507.

/

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays, The
shop is stocked with donated books
(more always welcome) and raises
money for St Margaret’s Church. For
more details call Gavin Strudley on
07957 884 335,

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard available at £3
per litre bottle from Sunburst Books,
21 Station Road: Davey the Butcher,
189 Station Road: Snaffles, 4 The
Street, Upchurch, Riverside Country
Park, Lower Rainham Road or the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs.

DAVID WHITE ‘
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

= Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

| Call Nick: 07949 588464

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking

01634 262582

Engineer 07956 630003

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels,

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to

Each 60 minute massage treatment
is tailored to you for only £30

Offer - until 30th April 2019

one is half price
Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66@gmail.com

AI_’ $ervices RAINHAM

'Window Fix Direct
Do you have wi -
or doors that.
Don't open or close
ve condensation i
Are draughty -
Conservatory roof leak?

101634 789025 /07950 7’61061i

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

| EEREITRRRE
‘ vISA_MFair Trader
|

|
@ CERFACE
head, neck, shoulders, back or face

For each full price treatment a follow-up!

Pl

FOR TILES

WE’VE GOT IT!
2 locking for : - Eley

Stone - Gla
look no further!

Supply & Fit Se
Shawroom: 272 Canterbury Streel, Giiling
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

am, MET 5XR

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

for more information and opening hours

Cliffewoods
Scaffolding

Ring: 07999 827169 or
07518 350523

Lomail:

Your local reliable
scaffolding contractor

steve-tweediey@outlook.com

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
outstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
_ats only.

completely new cattery, fully compliant with
all new legislation. FAB accredited care
provide
1EWINES W

elcomed by appointment.
Contact: Michal

| info@whiskerslodge. cor
Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy

shane: 01634 235035

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

GPAN Fair Trader
" 01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands

more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to

New Books by local authors.

We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
# Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s /] Est 1974 |
Plumbing & /siife| et
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

Fortros ssmates eenrone 01634 375069

No Job foo LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,
sockets, -
fuse boards b —
& full rewires AR (-]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

P
somestc 7
mstaiiem [==]

7 FREE NO
é i’r TAIN & BL(I:RYE;JI;J%,{E'H sLp| COBLIGATION
Lo setdeen oL QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showraom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

M: 07956 388531, E: sales@crystaicurtains. co.uk, W: www crystalcurtains co.uk

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

s Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

¢ 24 hour Personal Service
¢ Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent MES 8AR

Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directons

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

‘e
¢ Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW

16




