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The Oast Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham was purchased by The Rainham & Wigmore
Community Association in the early 1970s. Over the next years extensive fund raising projects {(most
memorably The Rainham Spectacular) and much hard work by dedicated volunteers converted this
enormous building to the Community Centre you know. Nearly half a century on volunteers are
updating the facilities and again appealing for your help. In_October 1973 the front page of Action
‘orum announced a Public ]\ige_ting to discuss the proposals for the conversion of the Station Qast and
:tlppealed for help with fundraising, building skills and voluntary labour to complete the work on your

ommunity Centre. We repeat this now! CAN YOU HELP? See page 3 for more information about
the current project and contact details to offer your assistance.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]




Next Issue February 23rd 2019

Copy Date: February 12th

Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller

See top of page 14 for current prices.

Action Forum Office

4 Saracen Close, Gillingham Business Park
MER OQN Tel: 01634 310011 please mention

AF when ringing.  Email: afiiéthenet.uk.net

Editorial

2019 - It hardly seems possible. a sure sign of growing
old! It seems only moments since we were preparing
for fantastic parties to celebrate the turn of the 21st
century and worrying about the *‘Millennium Bug’.
Now after nearly a {ifth of the century has gone we
celebrate in ever greater style and are still worrying,
now. about the current potential disaster - Brexit.
Afier a year of topsy turvy weather conditions in 2018
we have again confounded the forecasters with an
extended unseasonably mild and dry period all
through the Christmas holidays. Disappointing for
those who “dream of a white Christmas” but I'm afraid
only a retreat abroad to colder climes will achieve that
ambition now for the average Brit. Statistically we
rarely have snow on Christmas Day. | do remember
one dramatic year however, probably 1981, one of the
lew times we have gone away for Christmas. With
three young children under 6 years of age we were to
drive to Norfolk - after our shop closed on Christimas
Eve — to spend the next few days with relatives. This
was only shortly after the second Dartford Tunnel had
been completed and before the M25 made it a quicker,
casier journey. The snow began falling gently as |
packed the car during the afiernoon and continued
steadily. With the foolhardiness of youth we set off’
and miraculously arrived after a fairly dramatic
Jjourney, but no real emergencies, until it came to
getting the car off the road into the driveway of the
Grandparents house. This took much pushing, digging
and hard labour. As light dawned on Christmas Day
we saw the extent of the snow drifts all around!
Action Forum celebrates a special birthday this year,
50 years old. It was in March 1969 that Hamish
launched a free advertising leaflet for every house in
the Rainham area (10,000 at that time). Intended as a
one off to promote a charity he was supporting *Help
the Needy” the four page leaflet was delivered door to
door by volunteers and paid for by friendly
advertisers. Having established the network he
decided to continue the project as a monthly free
distribution newsletter (he claims the first of its kind)
and the rest is history as fifty years on I am writing the
550 edition which now has a print run of 20,250
copies but is still distributed by fantastic volunteers. If
you would like to help see page 3 for the latest rounds
available or if you are able to go outside your

immediate area it is always uselul to have people
willing to fill in as need arises (email alfw thenet.uk.net
orring 01634 310011 but please mention AF as it is
The Net office line and they can only take messages.)
May we wish you a very happy 2019 and have a good
month until we see you again at the end of February
with the March edition. Happy New Year!

Correspondence

AGE CONCERN CENTRE Woodlands Road
Dear Editor
1 am appealing to readers of Action Forum to help me
find photos, personal memories or articles about the
founding of the Centre in Woodlands Road. Begun, |
think. in the early 70’s. Simon Baker of Age Concern
has already been in helpful contact with me
Thanks in anticipation
Hugh Pierce
Email hughpierce 1 9@virginmedia.com
POPPY APPEAL 2018
Dear Editor,
The Poppy Appeal at Hempstead Valley was helped
this year by our 4 lovely veterans; Parkwood Air
Cadets: volunteers: plus knitters and sewers. Between
us we managed to raise just over £20,000 which is
fantastic. The Twydall Sewers donated a beautiful
poppy duvet, raising £429 which was won by a very
happy Diana Button. We also had a great response to
our knitted poppies appeal, over 1300 donated. which
allowed us to offer a wide selection of beautiful
handmade poppies for sale. With many thanks to
cveryone, a great team efTort, Happy New Year
Sandra - Poppy Appeal Organiser
01634 362863 sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk
STATION OASTHOUSE
Dear Editor,
To update my letter re the Station Qasthouse in the
November edition of Action Forum. a phone call from
a former resident of Station Road, now living in
Ringwood, whose name [ could not get due to the bad
line, told me his close friend was Tony Weller of
Rainham whose father was manager of the hop oast
part of the building during the hop drying season and
later in the year manager of the agricultural, animal
feed production in the other part of the warchouse. My
brother Andy Major phoned to say one of his friends,
Martin Wicks, who lived in Webster Road worked in
the property after leaving school when hops were
dried there and later other Wakeley items were
produced. The Berengrave Lane side of the building
was built first as a hop oast the Station Road side for
corn and feedstufts was added later. My thanks to both
contributors for this information.
Yours sincerely
Alan Major
41 Heaton Road CT1 3PY 01227 459246

THE OAST COMMUNITY CENTRE

In the 19705 the OQast Community Centre in Granary
Close, next to Rainham Station (over 90 years old at
the time) was bought for the community by The
Rainham and Wigmore Community Association.
During 2018 with the help of lots of volunteers and
supported by very successful fundraising schemes a
comprehensive refurbishment and regeneration
programme began for this incredible old building.

We now have spaces suitable for sports or large
gatherings, smaller rooms, a small office space, a bar
and tearoom all available for hire.

Parties, weddings and all manner of family friendly
cvents have been held. Many people have kindly
donated blue tokens in Tesco, where we were lucky to
win the top award. This will go towards the plans for
refurbishing the tearoom. A random act of kindness
offered over the Christmas holidays by a local
plasterer has enabled our Willow Room to be
transtformed. Our thanks go to so many people for
their hard work and support during the past year.
S0....New Year, New Start...we need you.

Back at the beginning, in the 1970s appeals for help
and funds were made through Action Forum. Now,
nearly 50 years on, we ask you to do the same again.
Any memorabilia, anecdotes and photos are of interest
to our history team. Please email
history(eoastcentre.org phone 01634 309137 or write
to The Oast. Granary Close, Rainham MES 7SG.

Can you donate your skills - anything at all - not just
hard labour. Do you have artistic or display talents?
Would you like to join the committee, volunteer, help
promote the centre, or share a facebook post? We need
to raise money and awareness of the centre and we
cannot do it without you. To make a donation

email fundraising@oastecentre.org - to volunteer or if
you wish to know more, email
secretaryeoasteentre.org

Thank you from all of us at The Qast.

VOLUNTEER CENTRE
Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre are looking for
volunteers to assist for just a few hours each week
with our services such as transport, befriending and
gardening to assist the elderly and disabled. Asa
volunteer centre we also work with local and national
charities/not for profit organisations to promote
volunteering and opportunities. We host monthly
community friendship groups, a lunch group and
technology groups in Twydall and Rainham. If you
would like to know more about volunteering or any of
our services, please contact us on 01634 577984 or
visit our website www.gillinghamvolunteercentre.com
HALF TERM ACTIVITY TRAIL
Riverside Country Park
Monday 18th February - Sunday 24th
Pick up your trail from the Visitor Centre and collect a
small prize when completed. Fun for all the family. £3
per trail, book 01634 337432
PRINCE ARTHUR INDOOR BOWLS CLUB
Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham
Details ring 01634 281243 or see paribe.co.uk
BOCCIA a game of bowls designed for the disabled
most Saturday mornings 10.30 - 1.00pm
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Wheateroft Grove
Langdale Close
Solomon Road. Old Orchard, Russells, Chichester,
Gloucester Close
Oastview, Sheldon, lower part Mierscourt Road
Tilbury & Finwell, Wivenhoe, Cooden, Twytord
Upchurch
Part of Chaffes Lane
Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace
If you can help please email ati@thenet.uk.net
or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

FOLK'S FOOTCARE ncrie marie
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
- Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
Family run independent company s
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 .. 07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

| Whick?)

Fair Trader

) Berengrave Sarvice Station
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Home Help Service 7
At Home Out & About =
» Housework * Visiting the shops T k Ca
* Respite siting ~ * Supportto cag fwe,mmﬁ':g
« Well-being visits gppomtmen*;_ Please call us on
. e « Companionshi
Gardening/ ® e 01634 316821
Handyman 1 [ www.tokecareltd.co.uk
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Diary 2019

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

afteothenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: February 12th 2019

January 11.12.18.19.25.26 and February 1 & 2nd -
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, Jack & the Beanstalk by
Jack Homewood, Curtain up at 8pm. Saturday Matinees
at 2pm & Spm, Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www,oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923
(7847828249 Aylesford Bailey Bridge Car Park for 5
mile flat walk. Dogs allowed

January 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 5.5 miles / 8.8km, finish 2pm.
Meet Amazon and Tiger Pub, Harvel St DA13 ODE.
Contact: Ade, 01634 306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

January 13th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet
volunteer block, wear suitable clothing and footwear for
outside work. Ring 01634 338191 for more information

January 14th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, 50th Anniversary year, Parkwood Community
Centre, MES 9PN, 7.30pm, Organist — David Harrild,
details ring Brian Leonard 01634 234694

January 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Rd, Gill,
‘Burn’s Night” — Inverted Crescent arrangement
incorporating a candle/stick, New members welcome,
01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@btinternet.com

January 15th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -

9.45pm £4. Kenyan Safari: Birds and Animals - Brian
Gallop. Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

January 16th - Bird walk, Riverside Country Park, 10am —
12noon, Adults only, £3. Ring 337432 to book.

January 16th — Play and Chat. 1.30pm — 3.00pm. Parents/
Carers and pre-school children. Lots of toys. £1.50 per
family includes refreshments for all. St Paul's Church,
Parkwood, MEB 9PN. 01634 364385,

January 16th- The Evergreen Club for over 50s, Bredhurst
Village Hall, 2.00pm. Speaker from SERVE(Kent)/ tea
and chat, ring 01634 301031 or 365510 for details.

January 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, 7.30pm, Village
Hall, Melanie Gibson-Barton. “Parks and Gardens of
Flanders’. Hyacinth Show, Bring and Buy Produce
Stall, Details John Fridd 01634 388028

January 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, Postcards in the family -
Bob Appleton, for over 50s 01634 234712 for details.

January 17th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Quiz - Who is
this? All Saints' Church, Hempstead Road 2 - 4.00pm.
New members always welcome, phone (07583 343 782

January 17th — Play and Chat, 10.15 — 11.45am, Parents/
Carers and their pre-school children. Lots of toys. £1.50
per family includes refreshments for all. St Paul's
Church, Parkwood, MEE 9PN, 01634 365932

January 17th - Rainham Women’s Institute meet 1.45 —
4.00pm, Wakeley Hall, Oast House Community Centre,
Granary Close. Visitors welcome, small charge per
visit. Contact Lynne 01634 234997 for details.

January 19th - Rainham South Councillors surgery at 3:16
Cafe Parkwood 10am - 12noon, no appointments.

January 19th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Rd, Gill, 7.30 -
9.30pm. New and experienced dancers welcome, with
or without a partner, information 366189 or 388546.

January 20th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,

10.00am, meet David Brown 07815106791 Penenden

//r/{r(/%ﬁwlm

Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
+ TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.u

LApiES ONLY BADMINTON
MEDWAY BADMINTON AssoctaTion Had
100 CASTLEMAINE AVE, GiLLINGHAM MET 2QE
Tuespay 2.00 - 4.00pv - WEDNESDAY 10.00AM - 12N00ON
Fripay 11.00aMm—1.00pMm
£3 PER SESSION AND S0P FOR SHUTTLES
: F Racker HIRE - CHancing Facn 1TIES
TS AVAILABLE
TNDOOR NONMARKING SOLED TRAINERS MUST BE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
01634 572187 or FMAIL MBABADMINTON@ BTCONNECT.COM

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

Car Park {or 7 mile
y. 0 stiles. No Dogs

January 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk. 10.00an,
Leisurely Circular walk 7.5 miles / 12, 1km, estimated
finish 2.15pm. Faversham to Harty Ferry and back
MEI3 7AG, TRO15613, Contact: Tony/Ann, 01634

106634, fautknera0 75t gmail.com
fanuary 20th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day.
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm. bru
own lunch and wear suitable clothing and footwe
1 work. Meet at the visitor L'cnl}'u.- [HM; 3
le Club. 2 l”J

\]m\ ay Scrabbl [I|\1

523 L. -&{\f\'\
n.I Play .md ( I._||_ {sce 16th Jan)
3rd - Wigmore Ladies. Howard Hall.
2 2,00 - 4.00pm.
wup. just come along or ring 01634
January 23rd - The Evergreen Club - Rummage Sale
Bingo (see 16t 1}
23rd - Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm start.
mn Centre. Ramham, *Temple Manor and the
mplar’ - Dr Jeremy Clarke, Visitors
ver visit, Contact Mrs Olwen O'Dowd
3622 for more information
All Saints Women's Fellowship.

JNNG ]2

I, 8.00pm. Games Night, for
I ..]..L'\l-.‘-'_.“!r.. 144
Play and Chat, (see | Jan)
Wigmore Thur ~d 1y Ch |i Cockney sing-a
il Pegey Scott, (see [7th Jan) .
Ihl\.|1~|L id Leisure € ||||1 Whist. hoards
1es, tea and chat (see 17th Jan)

uary 25th - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30

EX 'i]|1|| "Septimus Severus in Scotland’- Dr Simon

ott. Holy Trimity Church, Twydall Lane, MER 6 TN,

v of parking, i vervone Welcome, Students and
Children Free, Just come or ring 01634 572139

fanuary 26th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am
meet Stephen Manning 07444229721 GR 724675 M2

1SS Cineworld. Medw ay Valley Leisure Park, for 5
vile Two Bridges walk, Dogs allowed
261h - (h 1eht, ..’~[I'|1 n start, Carmel Hall,
Ulton 1 i me ME10 11B Tables 6 - 8, £5,
3y O Food, Drinks and Glasses Contact -~ Mike 01634
360906 Email - mikew 16/ blueyonder.co.uk
lanuary 27th - Medway Ramblers Walk. 10.00am,

AERIALS

o TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed

e [xtra TV /SKY Points

e TV Wall Mounting

|® {\ & Appliances Set

Ip

circular walk via Detling and

Woodside,
new members welcome to this

M ‘l|u e circula

ATILATY
Centre,

Ade,

1 1.30pm, Meet Commumnity La
lesworth Road. Snodland ME6 SBFE,
01634 306405, adebe
Indoor Boot Fair,
Beechings Way, MES 6P7,

wrowalk 6.5 miles / HL5km e

nire car p
TOAYHG2,
dlardie yahoo.co.ul
Twydall Community
10.00am - 2.00pm.

set up from Yam, 30p entry. Raising funds for the

upkeep of the centre

Tables available, £10 in advance.

free tea/cofTee for stall holders, Contact Janet Duke,
07809 892883 or pinkdukebox(e aol.com

lanuary 3Uth
Fanuary 30th -

Play and Chat, (see 16th Jan)
The Ever

areen Club - Country & Western

Musie with Tony Buckland (see 16th Jan).
Ist - Play and Chat. {see 17th Jan)

January 3
Janua

ry 31st - Hempstead Leisure Club. Talk "Poste

ards’

Rosemary Deller (see | Tth Jan)

January 3
January 3

Centre,

st — Wigmore Thursday Club,

AGM. (17th Jan)

15t - BRATS Bredhurst Receving &
I'ransmitting Society, 8.30pm, Parkwood Community

Rainham “The
Story” by Beacon Keeper

GB3IVHF and GB3UHI
Chris GOFDZ. Al wele

www.brats-qth.org or email secretaryfe brats-qth.org

February 2

nd - Quiz Night, 7.

Churchficld Way,

lunch. (
Iebruary

W0pm. Holy Trimity Church

your own drinks and nibble
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v 1 for details.

nd - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 19th Jan)

3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk,
ate circular walk

[EYNL]
7 miles / 11.3km
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0pm. meet Wye Public carpark oft

ontact:

3rd - Medway Towns Foo
10.00am, meet John Trebill 01634 244045 GR 92

TN2S SEQ TRUOST468 Bring packed
(17887 750881
aths Group.

Heather,

IN27 00S Pluckley, Smarden Road village car park. -
mile walk. Stiles, No Toilets. Dogs must be on lead.

February 4th -
February 5th -
L. 0am

Medway Scrabble Club, (see 215t Jan)
Bird walk, Riverside Country Park,
1 2noon. Join a 1

inger on a gentle walk to

identify the most commeon birds seen or heard along the

estuary.

Fehruary 6th

1O.00an

wear

Adults only,
Finy Tots, Riverside ( ‘ountry Park.
1 1 2noon,
suitable cloths it coule

children 2
February 6th

5 years,

Play and Chat. (see

£3. Ring 01634 337432 1o book.
Art & crafts for young children,
Accompanie
£3 per child. book 01634 337432,
1oth Jan)

el eSSy,

February 6th - The Evergreen Club - Hoy/Bingo (16th Jan

IDC
 INSTALLATIONS LTD |

Local Electrician
Fully Qualified
All Works Certified and Insured |

Calt Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582 ~f
AP SERVICES RAINHAM | | o g;_ —

TRUS
MARK

pactanat

Continued on Page 11

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

]|AD

HARTERE

} Accounts

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, &

K 7 > Tax

Kent MES TEG i
Tel: 01634 ’{m -keeping
Fax: 01634 *  Payroll

Audit
Associated Services

ceountants.co. ik

Boiler - tech

HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing

Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com  _..
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAF Discounts -

Salter-Mclean & Co

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 );:u-» we offer an e
to all types of business as well
pr uhh.'r‘l-.\l.ld

For a free initial u:nsult.ltmn telephone

01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road. Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

1t and personal service
e with personal tax

ass|

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation guotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

QCR CART%EPAIR

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT'’s
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

| www.gersales.co.uk  gormick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES BB.J (Just off Station Rd)

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Vvisa |

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG i“?‘é{ '
BRYANT

CON STRU‘CTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More. ..
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WwWwW.pumapve.co.uk

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Established 18 years
Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

MSB Plastering & Decorating

Telephone 01634 387621 or 07890 771624

* Plastering * Decorating * Artexing
* Coving * Rendering

www.msbplastering-decorators.co.uk
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PLAY AND CHAT GROUPS
St Paul's Church, Parkwood, Rainham MES 9PN.
Wednesdays January 16th, 23rd & 30th
February 6th & 13th, 1.30pm - 3.00pm.
Ring 01634 364388 for details.
Thursdays January 17th, 24th & 31st
February 7th & 14th, 10.15 - 11.45am
Ring 01634 365932 for details.
Parents/Carers and their pre-school children
welcome. Lots of toys for toddlers to play with.
£1.50 per family includes refreshments for all.
MEDWAY SCRABBLE CLUB

St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham

alternate Mondays
January 21st, February 4th & 18th, 2.00 — 4.30pm
New members welcome. details 07523 124668
QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 26th January. 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Carmel Hall, Utton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 11B
Tables 6 — 8, £5 per person
BYO Food. Drinks and Glasses
Net proceeds jointly for

Church off Sacred Heart of Jesus, Sittingbourne and

Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance
Contact — Mike 01634 360906
Email — mikew16{@blueyonder.co.uk
INDOOR BOOT FAIR
Twydall Community Centre
Beechings Field. Beechings Way, ME8 6PZ
Sunday 27th January, [0.00am - 2.00pm
Set up from 9.00am. 50p entry
Raising funds for the upkeep of the centre.
Tables available, £10 in advance, free tea/coffee for
stall holders. Contact Janet Duke, 07809 892883
or pinkdukebox(aol.com

BRATS
Bredhurst Receiving & Transmitting Society
Thursday 3 1st January, 8.30pm
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham
The GB3VHF and GB3UHF Story
by Beacon Keeper Chris GOFDZ.
Discussing the 144.430Mhz and 432.430Mhz
amateur radio beacons located at BT Fairseat on the
North Downs providing a service to amateur radio
operators on 2M for over 58 years and for the first
time on 70cms. All welcome
For more information see www.brats-gth.org or
email secretary(@brats-qth.org

Y Neat Feet Y
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday February 2nd, 7.30pm,
Holy Trinity Church, Twydall,
£5 each, bring your own drinks and nibbles
Ring 01634 377671 for details.

'ROBIN HOOD' by VICKY ORMAN
St. Paul's Drama Group 2019 Family Pantomime
Third Avenue Community Hall, 100 Third Avenue,
Gillingham. ME7 2LU (opp Robert Napier School)
15th, 16th & 23rd February, 7.30pm.

Also matinee Saturday 23rd. 3.00pm.
Tickets £7 Adults & £5 Children (16 & under) from
01634 852712 or www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk.

VALENTINE DANCE

Saturday 16th February, 7.30 — 1.00pm

St Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore.
Music by Rich Phillips,

Mixture of Ballroom. Disco, Line Dancing
Tickets £6, must be bought in advance.

Bring your own nibbles and drink.

Ring 01634 370492 or 01634 387425 and mention
Action Forum. All proceeds to Church Funds.
FAMILY FRIENDLY BINGO EVENING
The Friends of St Margaret’s Church Rainham
Millennium Centre, Rainham

Saturday 23rd February. 6.00pm start

Tickets £3 including one book of 8 games from
Lesley 01634 379796 or Kay 01634 230430
BYO Drinks and Nibbles

*GREYHOUNDS’
Applause Rural Touring Theatre
Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 317
Saturday 2nd March, start 7.30pm
During the Second World War the residents of
Shuttlefield village are struggling to stage a
production of Henry V to raise money for their local
Spitfire fund. In their local village hall everyday
trials and tribulations, gossip and problems of a play
too ambitious for the actors are brought together.
Raffle, tea and biscuits, proceeds for village hall.
Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble 01634 361263
ORCHARD
Art Inspired by Rainham Community Orchard
January 4th - 31st Rainham Library
February [st — 28th - Riverside Country Park
Artists: John Austin; Sara E. Fletcher; David
Frankum; Robin Halls; Maria C Mc Carthy: Stephy
Stanton and printmakers of The Hazelnut Press

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, ME& 0PX
l'y' Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com Fait Trader
- www.masteralarms.com




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

Just betore Christmas. | visited Walland Marsh which.
along with Rommey Marsh. forms the land that juts.
like a wide nose, into The Channel between Hythe in
the north and Rye in the south. The shingle banks of
Dungeness form the tip of the nose. There is a
dividing Tine between the two marshes in the form of
he Roman-built Rhee Wall, which ran along the line
of the road between Appledore and New Romney.
Romney Marsh is to the northeast of the Wall,
Walland Marsh to the southwest. Romney Marsh has
the villages with one ol the fourteen so-called Romney
Marsh Churches. Walland Marsh has no villages. just
scattered and isolated farms and cottages, and country
lanes with no signposts. I vou are lost, you are
probably on Walland Marsh, Having motored via
Mardstone, Headeorn and Tenterden. on a quict
Sunday moring. | arrived at Appledore. an ancient
town on the one-time cliffs below which the sea once
lapped. My destination was the equally ancient town
ol Lydd. on the shingle of Dungeness and at the
castern edge of the Walland Marsh. Having crossed
over the Roval Military Canal and the Ashlord to
Hastings railway line. I stopped near to what is one of
the most photographed of the *Romney Marsh’
churches. that ol St Thomas Becket, Fairfield, which
is the smallest of the above group of churches. There
is no village of Fairfield and the church is
preturesquely situated on a remote site on Walland
Marsh. It has no gravestones and no defined boundary.
thus enabling the sheep and cattle to sit or stand in the
shade of the church on a hot. summer’s day.

Having moved on, | came to the ancient Woolpack
Inn. not vet open tor business. 1 stopped to view.
through my binoculars, a large bed of reeds which. in
the winter, various species of raptors use as a
communal roost. | could see a marsh harrier circling in
the sky. but nothing else. The best time to a visit a
roost is in the early evening. Since the Woolpack
Bridee over the White Kemp Sewer was under repair.
I found a way round it with the benelit of my
largescale map. The roads and lanes that | took in the
direction of Lydd were raised above the surrounding
land. They were laid on the top of mediaeval walls
built to keep out the sea water of the estuary of the
River Rother. These walls included the Hook and the

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING - DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance. freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

Midley and I stopped on the tormer to take in the
views. To the northeast was that part of Walland
Marsh that had been won from salt marshes in
mediaeval times. The fresh water marshes to the
southwest, in the opposite direction. were not created
until Tudor times and later. For historical reasons,
these newest of the reclammed marshes were never
settled with villages and churches. as was the
reclaimed land of the Romney Marsh. On my map of’
the Walland Marsh there is nothing. to the southwest,
within a four miles radius of where 1 stood. but
tootpaths and farm tracks: isolated farms: dykes,
ditches and bridges: and sheep folds, sheep dips and
sheep washes. In the winter it is a land of mist and
mystery.

Long stretches of the lanes along which [ drove are
lined with hawthorn trees bent over by the prevailing
winds. This year the trees have been heavily laden
with red berries and this has attracted ficldfares and
redwings from Scandinavia and blackbirds. probably
from castern Europe. These members of the thrush
family were very nervous and. no matter how slowly |
drove, they Kept on moving ahead of me. I stopped to
admire a female merlin, sitting quite nonchalantly. Jow
in a tree. Luckily on a Sunday morning one meets very
little trattic on the lanes in question. The tiny merlin
would doubtless have come down from a northern
upland to this southern marshland. for the winter. and
also, Tam alraid. for the ficldfares, redwings and
blackbirds. Having passed over two ancient bridges
with ancient names - “Hogstye™ and “Ashentrees”, |
came across a group of erght adult and two immature
whooper swans feeding on a lield of winter wheat.
Those whoopers that spend their winter down the
castern side of the country will usually have come
over from Scandinavia or Russia, and not leeland. Ina
nearby field of voung plants of oil seed rape there was
a long line ol adult and immature muate swans. most
probably all residents. Be they winter visitors or
residents. farmers cannot be pleased to see swans
cating their crops. As [ was nearing Lydd. 1 was most
surprised to see sheep feeding on the remaining stalks
of fodder kale. I was not sure whether there was a
shortage ol grazing grass in an arca where the 1Tat
marshland is being used for the growing of wrls for
lawns, on quite a large scale. or whether the sheep
were merely being fattened up for market. Within
sight of the tall tower of Lydd parish church. poking

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

above the trees, [ drove slowly passed a flock of rooks
i a field strutting about in search of worms or other
invertebrates. Had they been wood pigeons they would
have flown off with large claps of their wings. But the
rooks, one of my favourite farmland species, were
clearly very relaxed. Generations of the birds have
been born and brought up at Lydd. At *The
Marshlands’. a big house overlooking Walland Marsh.,
there 1s a rookery in sycamore and other trees in both
lront and back gardens. | counted twenty-nine rooks’
nests in one tree. There is also a rookery in sycamore
and coppiced beech trees in Station Road. A rookery
can be noisy in spring, but I would like to think that
the close-knit community of Lydd are defensive of
th
thoroughly enjoyed my Sunday morning drive through
the ancient countryside of Walland Marsh.

Joe Ennis

CALLING ALL CARERS
Calling all carers ol children and voung people.
For some time now the Parish ol South Gillingham
(Bredhurst, Hempstead, Parkwood and Wigmore) has
been running a drop-in centre for carers. A place to
meet with others in the same situation, share
expertences and gain information on issues of concern
while enjoying refreshment and fellowship. The drop-
in centre at St, Paul’s Church. Parkwood is open to all.
whether church members or not. Its purpose is not to
evangelise but to care.
We are aware that almost all who attend are engaged
in the care of older people, and so from January 2019
we are relocating to the Dobbies store at Rainham
Mark hoping to be more attractive to those who care
for children and young people (while also continuing
o ofter a warm welcome to anyone caring lor those in
older age groups). We are very grateful to Dobbies o
allowing us to use their restaurant between 10.00am
and 12noon every second Tuesday in the month (next
n\uciinl'- February 12th). We hope 1o provide

Howship and practical support to all ag
ll‘cl\ is no charge for the session, but drin
refreshments can be purchased from Dobbics.
[ vou are caring for anyone including a child or young
person and would welcome an opportunity to mect
with others in a similar position do please come and

ks and other

join us at Dobbies on any second Tuesday in the

month. We look forward to seeing you.
Maurcen Cannon 01634 235723

TREE MANAGEMENT

CHIPPING

aonmne 0 LINDSA

MULCH
“rewoon & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

0

it rooks. even il they are not universally liked. 'had g

I'HE LONG JOURNEY

I was surprised to read my name in October 208
Action Forum. in an article by David Wood. who
relerred to my journey on foot through the Americas.
May | please first emphasise that [ am so very lucky to
have survived my grand dream: as among other
dangers I was at one point much weakened and
weighed less than six stone. The Long Journey was
much more than is known in UK. it being the first
comprehensive crossing of the Western Hemisphere
by foot (or by other means).

The USA recognises extra-ordinary eftort. To mark
my crossing of the Americas they held a *Meegan
Day™ in New York on the Brooklvn Bridge. | had the
reat pleasure to meet President Carter and also

appeared on several of America’s famous taik shows
Individual accolades were made. Daly Thompson
ITV's World of Sport. gave me his own trophy sa
‘George deserves it more.” There was a book, “The
Longest Walk™ which has been published in several
editions in the US, and receives excellent reviews on
sites such as Amazon. There are translations 1
Japanese, ltalian and now also in Arabic,
F'o mark the Millennium | returned to Alaska for the
last determined action for the 20th century. At
siginnaatchiag’- the winter festivities m
1ol the sun’s rays piercing the fong Arctic nigh
celebrations were extended to mark the unificati
the most Southerly to the most Northerly settlements
in the world. Elements of The Roval Navy and
Royal Air Force were in attendance as John Bitters
the SAS parachuted down o meet my team and durmg
the ceremonies, for the first time. a public apology
was made (in the USA \\n|'¢1~.! . the cowardly I\II'| 12
of Indian women and childrer \u small thing.
may agree.
Perhaps 1t was childhood imagination encourag
tales from my [ather (then serving as a Royal
Engineer) which first planted ideas of trekkin
survival, Further encouragement came from tl
Gillingham Sea Scouts as we completed the Kent
Messenger 5 > walk from Margate to Maidsione

relu

ger 30-mi
My great connecting journey remains unigue. How
lucky I have been.

After talking to the splendid pupils of Fairview School
I have been asked by another school to talk about
Adventure - in Athens, Greece,

George Meegan  georgemecgan(a gmail.com

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation

Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Elec
Professional Family Busi
Over 25 Years Experience
Fully insured
Free Quotations

Contact Simon

Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net
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WHY MISS WORK ? -

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Read, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

i ) G
- /X Massage )\
LS. G
Do you need to de stress and relax?
| Ever considered massage?
i Professionally qualified massage therapist
| Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage

| call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

"LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d”"’”"‘“

Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore

Fair Trader

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07200 190564

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Mails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,
General Nail Cutting
In the comfort of your own home
Trudy Boulton RGN, &M MCFHP MBAFHP
Tel: 01634 371910
Mobile: 07903 793370
Competitive Rates

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements
For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07950 613 385

Diary 2019

February 6th - Upchurch Horticultural Society AGM, 97
Chaffes Lane, Upchurch, starting at 7.30pm.

February 7th — Play and Chat, (see 17th Jan)

Iebruary 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
cames, tea and chat (see 17th Jan)

February 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
MES 6LQ 2.30 - 4.30pm. Water Divining - John Baker.
Tea/coltee available before meetings. Visitors £3 per
meeting. Details Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufus(a'sky.com or website grihs.org

February 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet John Williams 01622 764821
07977614033 GR 813408 TN17 2DD Frittenden, The
Street. Park near St Mary's Church for 5 mile walk
along roads, fields, tracks and grass. 10 Stiles. No Dogs

February 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7km estimated
finish 2.45pm, Bluebell Hill and Peters Village, Park
close to 5t Mary's Church near the river. TQ716620,
Bring picnic lunch. Contact: Graham, 07989 753278,
eraham.jenkinson(a blueyonder.co.uk

February 10th - Volunteer Task Day, Capstone (13th Jan)

February 11th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist — Alex Payler. (sec 14th Jan)

February 12th - GHS Floral Art Group, *Valentine™ —
Diagonal arrangement in a box, (see 15th Jan)

February 12th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society
Gillingham and District, 7.30pm, Rainham School for
Girls *My Poetry’ by a local lady Pamela Penfold. All
welcome, Ring 01634852519 for details

February 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 6 miles / 9.7km estimated finish
1.15pm Meet car park just north of Bredhurst (frec)
MES OLU, TQRO0630 circular walk through the ancient
woods. Could be muddy if wet, pub at end. Contact:
Mike. cycling39@ aol.com

February 13th — Play and Chat. (see 16th Jan)

February 13th - The Evergreen Club - AGM/ Bingo (see
16th Jan)

February 13th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Highways Inspector - Matthew Francis, (see 23rd Jan)

February 14th — Play and Chat, (see 17th Jan)

February 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Make and Bake
Sale (see 17th Jan)

February 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Collection of
subs, Beetle Drive, (see 17th Jan)

February 14th - Newington History Group, Methodist
Hall. Church Lane, Newington ME9 71T, 7.30pm *Kent
Remembered” - Colin Harvey, details 01795 842711 or
thelmaf@newingtonhistory.co.uk or call.

February 15th, 16th & 23rd - 'Robin Hood' by Vicky
Orman, St. Paul's Drama Group, Third Avenue
Community Hall, 100 Third Avenue, Gillingham ME7
2LU (opposite Robert Napier School) 7.30pm, & Sat
matinee 3.00pm. Tickets £7 Adults, £5 16 & under
01634 852712 or www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk.

February 16th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 19th Jan)

February 16th - Rainham S Councillors surgery (19th Jan)

February 16th - Valentine Dance, 7.30 — 1 1.00pm. St
Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore, Music by
Rich Phillips, Ballroom, Disco and Line Dancing.
Tickets £6 only in advance phone 370492 or 387425
Bring own nibbles & drink, proceeds to Church Funds.

February 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 9 miles / 14.5km estimated
finish 3.00pm, National Trust Car Park (free) 2 1/2
miles south of Brasted. Leave A25 at Brasted (Chart
Lane). Car Park on the right. TN16 1QG, TQ469516
can be muddy. John W, FLAME451@hotmail.co.uk

February 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group.
10.00am, meet Chris Morris (11634 374923
07847828249, Capstone Country Park Lower Car Park
tor 5 mile circular walk. Dogs allowed

February 17th Volunteer Task Day, Riverside (20th Jan)

February 18 — 24th - Half Term Activity Trail from
Riverside Country Park, Visitor Centre, small prize
when completed. £3 per trail, 01634 337432

February 18th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 21st Jan)

February 19th - RSPB Medway Local Group Talk, The
Long Spring — Laurence Rose, (see 15th Jan)

February 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am
Moderate Linear walk 7 miles / 11.3km estimated finish
2.00pm, Meet commuter car park just north of
Bredhurst MER 0LU. TQ800630 Gradual uphill before
descent to Maidstone 130 bus back to Bredhurst from
bus stop G outside Boots King Street times 1.15pm or
3.55pm. Contact: Mike, cycling39@aol.com

February 20th - Wigmore Ladies, (see 23rd Jan)

Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits

( R%HE'?SO:NO Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
L-—-d Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 /01634 387963

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

4 Hour Service (No call out charge)
{Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

17ll Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244

Mobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

|Boarding
Cattery

Owner FAB trained
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same househaold
Viewing welcome, by appoiniment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co,uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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=~ Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
s/ Foot Health Professional
” MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home
\ ments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.
For all enquires please call or text on
(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist !
Handles, hinges & locks replaced |
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539 |

ZAMMIT

ROOFING /\\

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK

EY STACKS REPOINTED OR B

C FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GU
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEM
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

R ADING Your Local Reliable Contractor

i James Zammit

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice
Over 30 years experience
Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411
w&v [STH 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
gt Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

i House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
| Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

| Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop |

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.
Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

KITCHEN |
Andy SheDherd DESIGNER LTD |
and Installers of Quality
Kitchens
Bedrooms
Bathrooms

Fair Trader |

andyshe

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0650 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on

01634 374524
07850 262 156

for a free estimate,

fdf/!'{"/
LUI\EHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749 _

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) '*'?(15:'»5
Your local solicitor for all a spects of Tamily, property and
sss law including Wills & Probate, i)l\nm
Lasting Powers of \m)rm_\ Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consuliation — tfrom £150,00 plus VAL
email: enquiri vewhitesolic .co.uk
WWW, tesolicitors.co.u

vew

For Free quote ring Licensed
Mick Eardiey

01634 264266

M & D DECKING

s ! g.
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure

Mowing weekiy—Tfortnightly
Odd Jobs and much more Nao job too smalf
Prompt and Reliable Service

12

| www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

Diary 2019

February 20th - Kite Making, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10am — 12noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm. Accompanied
children 5-12 years, £5 per child, book 01634 338191,

February 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Jeff & Sylvia
Wagner, Phantasmagoria, Bring and Buy Produce Stall,
(see 16th Jan)

February 21st - Den Building and Fire Lighting, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 1.00pm. £3 per person, book
01634 337432

February 21st - Bird Feeders and Bug Homes, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10am - 12noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm.
Suitable for accompanied children aged 5 — 12 years. £3
per child, ring 01634 338191 to book in advance.

I'cbruary 2 Ist - Rainham Women’s Institute (17th Jan)

February 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
games, tea and chat (see 17th Jan)

February 21st— Wigmore Thursday Club, In Praise of
higher beings - Colin Moat (see 17th Jan)

February 22nd - Medway Geographical Society,
‘Geology. Landscapes & Natural History of the Canary
[slands’ — Vicky Golding, (see 25th Jan)

February 23rd - Family Friendly Bingo Evening, Friends
ol'St Margaret's Church Rainham, Millennium Centre,
6.00pm start. Tickets £3 include one book of 8 games
from 379796 or Kay 230430, BYO Drinks and Nibbles.

February 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Chris Morris 01634 374923
07847828249, Bredhurst Commuter Car Park for 5 mile
pleasant country walk. Dogs allowed

February 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 6.4 miles / 10.3km estimated
finish 1.30pm, meet car park Common Road. Bluebell
Hill. MES 9RG, TQ742621 Contact: John, 07749
760788, billingsjcf@blueyonder.co.uk

February 24th - Indoor Boot Fair, (see 27th Jan)

February 27th — Play and Chat. (see 16th Jan)

February 27th - Rainham Historical Soc, *Commonwealth
War Graves Commission’ (see 23rd Jan)

February 27th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, 50 More

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Kitchens & Bathrooms
(_'nmp!riv home improvement service
Call Now for your free, no

obligation design consultation

01634 648007

Ways to Tie a Scarf - Helen Kendal-Tobias, ( 23rd Jan)

February 28th — Play and Chat. (see 16th Jan)

February 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social. Film,
(see 17th Jan)

February 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk *Amish
Community” Anne Catoor (seel7th Jan)

March 2nd - *Greyhounds” Applause Rural Touring
Theatre, Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 317, 7.30pm,
raffle, tea and biscuits, all proceeds for the
maintenance of the hall. Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble
01634 361263

March 2nd - Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 19th Jan)

March 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km estimated finish
1.30pm, Park Friars car park, Aylesford, ME20 7BX
TQ722 589 donations welcome. Contact: John/Lesley,
T801537317, lesley.fielding43(@gmail.com

March 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet David Brown. 07815 106791 GR 526638 DA4
(JF Lullingstone Country Park. Castle Road (ofT A225)
Eynsford. Parking £2.50 S for 7 mile circular walk.
Terrain is hilly and undulating, may be muddy if wet. 3
stiles. 13 ascending steps. No Dogs

March 4th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 21st Jan)

March 5th - Tiny Tots, Capstone Farm Country Park,
10.00am — 12Znoon, Art & crafts for young children,
finger painting and potato prints, please wear suitable
cloths it could get messy. Accompanied children aged 2
— 5 years, £3 per child, book 01634 338191,

March 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, *St. Patrick’s Day” —
Petite and Miniature arrangements, (see 15th Jan)

March 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.40am, Moderate
Linear walk 8 miles / 12.9km estimated [inish 2.00pm
Meet Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre, free parking
and toilets ME7 3PD, TQ793633 for 130 bus leaving at
9.42am arriving at Maidstone East at 10.02. Walk back,
picnic lunch at Boxley. Mike, cycling39@aol.com

March 6th — Play and Chat, (see 16th Jan)

March 7th — Play and Chat, (see [7th Jan)

March 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
cames, tea and chat (see 17th Jan)

March 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, SERV - Robin
Alexander, (see 17th Jan)

March 7th - BRATS Talk 'Secret Chatham' - Dr Philip
MacDougal (see 31st Jan)

March 8th - Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society. Hadrian’s Wall - Chris Wade. (see Feh 8th)

March 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km estimated
finish 2.00pm, meet Ightham Mote Car park next to
Cafe - charge if not NT member. TN15 ONT,
TQS583534 07815 106791, brown29 18w gmail.com

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self’ Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah. Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month
Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

YOGA FOR COMPLETE
beginners. New term starts 8th Jan
2019, Tues |
First Lesson half price £4. Call Anita
07789 200 628 for more info.
FRIENDLY YOGA CLASS
Monday Yoga class 19:15 - 20:45 cost
£8.00. St. Margaret's Millennium
Centre MES 9BH. Creating strength
and flexibility for body and mind
Suitable for beginners and regular
practitioners alike. Contact Lucy -
luey(a yogaatplay.co.uk or
07984070863
SMALL ALT
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315/ 07766 980 732

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642
DAILY DOG WALKS

Dog Walking Service & Small Pet
Care Service (Home Feeding / Visits).
Contact: Karen 07915 043 638

Fully Insured and CRB Checked
GARDENING TLC: Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reg
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 1
(corrected) Leave message il'no reply.
TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out,

For more details ring 01634 306387

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or
email enquiries@oastcentre.org
www.oasteentre.org

Facebook: @ The Oast Rainham.

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

MRfixiT HOME & GARDEN
Repairs and installations. All

work guaranteed 07704 934681,

HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience
Call Steve on 07931 864 346

ERATIONS & repairs

lam-12.15 Rainham Area,

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
Mo call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed. hedges trimmed. patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 11634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & [riendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m?* (=250 logs}, Yam?® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
c.fLJIIIn". ‘edl your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 / 0771 450 6996
FOOD & LIVE DINNER MUSIC,
Experience Award Winning Live Music
in a Whole New Light. Info & Tickets
www, [44club.couk 01634 365453
NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
Cé&J CLEARANCE Houses,
Garages, lofts, sheds, gardens
cleared.

Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete hou Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.
No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
PHIL THE SOUND, MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew 01634
613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Scquence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to leamn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Coniler Surgery.
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. I you have a problem

Just give us a call. We come Lo you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Alftractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone (1634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
100.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact

Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles,
UPWVC specialist. 01634 871808,
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children’s and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507,

ALLOTMENTS AVAILABLI
Ihere are a few plots available in Oak
Lane Upchurch. For details please
contact Wendy Licence 14 Traplicld
Close Bearsted MEL4 41T, email
clerkupeoutlook.com

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays, The
shop is stocked with donated books
{more always welcome) and raises
money for St Margaret’s Church. For
more details call Gavin Strudley on
07957 884 335,

01634 261643 or mobile.

LEARN TO PRUNE APPLE TREES.
Rainham Community Orchard is looking
for volunteers to help prune our 5 acres of
trees. For more info call Jo on 07407 615
451 or visit the orchard, Lower Bloors
Lane, MES 7TR Tues or Thurs 10-12

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
2019 now available as an Ad year planner
free to download / print on
www.thenet.uk net

LEAFLET DISTRIBUTION

Your leaflets distributed with The Net
magazine for £25 plus VAT per 1000,
Anywhere in Medway, Gravesham,
Swale or Maidstone. 01634 310011,

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
» Member of Gas Safety Register
* All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
= 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS

| Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile

| Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAH

GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
|

_Window Fix Direct

Do you have windows
or doors that.....

Don’t open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

01634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage away. pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to
head, neck, shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment
is tailored to you for only £30

Pre-paid gift certificates also available
Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66@gmail.com

C ..Iﬁf:fffﬁf:ﬂi?fE.ﬁf%f

Showreom: 272 Canterbury Streel, G

TILES

WE'VE GOT IT!

If you are looking for : - Elpqant

- Mart
- Stone - Gl

look no further!

Supply & Fit Service

. ME7 5XR/
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK |
Contact us on 01634 571000 |
|

for more information and opening hours

Cliffewoods
Scaffolding

Ring: 07999 827169 or
07518 350523
Ll
steve-tweedlevwoutlook.com
Your local rehable
scallolding contractor

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

ted in a quiet rural location in an area of
ng natural beauty, boarding is for

fully compliant with|
edited care

witact: Michola

Telephone 01634 235032
E ! info@ whiskerslodge.com
1 www.whiskerslodge.co

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

(C{“p éﬁ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MEB ONS

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s A
Plumbing & /sdfe
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For s stimates wiron: 01634 375069

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
HOGWOOD Electrical NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Extra lights, Kitchen design and fitting
sockets, = Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors vz
fuse boards W Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. S (2
& full rewires il ﬁ Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

N -?URTNN&B%EE)%&%] RERS LT OSE'ZI‘EA%%N
7 ¢ L UFACTURERS LTD| oot

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W www.crystal

fains.co.uk

(] -
Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis
wn. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectors
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
= Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent MES 9PW

e

» Private Chapels of Rest -

* Horse Drawn Hearse available
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