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A picture of The Street, Upchurch in approximately 1909. The finger post points along
Forge Lane to Halstow 1 mile and Newington 2 miles. The village water pump can be seen
in front of the churchyard wall just before The Crown Public House. The shop and
cottages are clearly recognisable in The Street. See page 8 for David Woods article about
the name "Upchurch’.

orna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Congratulations to The Prince of Wales who
celebrated his 70th birthday in November. There were
delightful family pictures in the Sunday papers to
commemorate the event. Having four young
grandchildren ourselves, with much the same age
range as the royal children, the one that appealed most
was an informal family shot of Prince George on his
grandfather’s knee, Princess Charlotte sitting
obediently on the bench and 7 month old Prince Louis
trying to escape his mother’s arms to explore the
future Kings nose. Of course all adult eyes are on the
baby as they would be in any family. Much media
attention of the milestone birthday resulted in
documentary programmes which were a coup for the
public relations department, both interesting and
entertaining. One snippet that caught my attention was
Prince Harry explaining how he and his brother spent
walks with their father during holidays picking up
litter. This resulted in an engrained habit (it can
become addictive) so he continued even when at
school for which he was unremittingly teased.

Would that he could work his magic on the population
at large — litter is a constant problem particularly in
country areas. No sooner has the council removed a
load of fly tipping from our quiet country lane than the
next mound appears. Most is household cast offs that
the weekly refuse collection would have no trouble
removing at the kerbside - so why drive out and
oftload it in a hedgerow?

Several times each week [ walk the half mile from our
house to our local ‘corner shop’ - Moto services on the
M2 - to get the daily paper. It is a great walk along an
ancient green lane so the road for a good part is
sunken below the surrounding orchards and bounded
by trees and hedgerows which are beautitul whatever
time of year — except for the daily quota of litter! I can
always gather at least one full carrier bag if not two or
three each time | walk so just for interest one week in
November [ kept a survey of the items | rescued in a
24 hour period. (You could almost sing the result to
“The Twelve Days of Christmas’).

Twelve miscellaneous items, 11 plastic bottles, 10
choc bar wrappings, 9 cups and lids, 8 plastic straws,
7 cardboard cartons, 6 serviettes, 5 drinks cans, 4 crisp
packets, 3 food receipts, 2 happy meal packs and 1
glass bottle half full. At least the cans, bottles, card

and Macdonalds packs are mostly recyclable!

It does not seem possible that Christmas is nearly here
and 2019 not far off but do enjoy all the festive
activities and when it comes to New Year Resolutions
perhaps ‘picking up litter” could be included. Have a
very good month — we will be here again in the middle
of January with the usual Jan/Feb combined edition.

Correspondence

5th RAINHAM BROWNIES 50th BIRTHDAY
Dear Editor,
5th Rainham Brownie pack turns 50 this year and we
are celebrating by having a party on Thursday 24th
January 2019. If you were a Brownie or a helper in
this pack we would like you to get in contact with us
s0 we can invite you to help us celebrate.
Please contact us via our Facebook page or by email
Sthrainhambrownies@blueyonder.co.uk for more
information.

Yours sincerely

Natalie Smith

ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS® CLUB
Dear Editor

Good News for the People of Rainham!

After meeting for 25 years in Chatham the Medway
Antique and Collectors” Club now meet in Rainham.
Why not join a friendly club with monthly entertaining
talks on Antiques and Collectables while you relax
with your inclusive tea or coffee. We meet at 7.30 for
8.00pm. on the second Tuesday of every month at the
Club House of Rainham Cricket Club in Berengrave
Lane. Our next meeting is Tuesday 8th January -
‘Wonderful Things — The Treasures of Tutankamun’.
Some forthcoming talks and events are: My Miniature
Ceramics, Kentish Crafis, Post Cards of the First
World War, History of Teddies, Buttons, a Silent
Auction and a Summer Outing to Frogmore House.
Membership is now open at £25. For further
information ring 01634 851512 or simply just turn up.

Yours sincerely
Cyril Baldwin

CHRISTMAS SLEIGH COLLECTIONS.
Lions Club of Gillingham
Each evening 6.00pm to 8.15pm
Monday December 10th - Hempstead |
Tuesday December 11th - Hempstead 2
Wednesday December 12th - Highfield
Thursday December 13th - Parkwood |
Friday December 14th - Parkwood 2
Monday December 17th - Kenilworth
Tuesday December 18th - Fairview
Wednesday December 19th - Lower Beechings
Thursday December 20th - Twydall 1
Friday December 21st - Twydall 2
All money collected is donated to local charities.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FLOAT ROUTES
Rotary Club of Gillingham 6.00 - 8.30pm each
evening except Christmas Eve from 5.00pm

Friday 7th December - Canterbury St, Rock Ave,
Saturday 8th Rainham Precinct 8.30am - 1.00pm
Tuesday 11th Dec- Taverners Rd to Broadview Ave,
Wednesday 12th Dec - Third Ave, Barnsole Road
Thursday 13th Dec - Charlotte Drive toThe Platters
Friday 14th Dec- Canterbury St. Napier Rd,

Monday 17th Dec - Fastcourt Lane, Twydall Lane
Tuesday 18th Dec - Tufton Rd to Childscroft Ave.
Wed 19th Dec - Station Rd, Ten Acre, Shorefields
Thursday 20th December - Napier Rd, BarnsoleRd,
Friday 21st December - Darland Ave, Leyton Ave

Saturday 22nd outside ASDA 8.30am - 5.30pm
Monday 24th December - start at Spm
Stuart Rd, Park Ave, Barnsole Rd, Oxford Rd

ART EXHIBITION at WIGMORE LIBRARY

Ist December — 29th December

An exhibition of original paintings for sale in a variety
of media and styles by local artists from the

Rainham Art Group. For more information about the
group please email: rainhamartgroup@gmail.com

HOW CAN YOU HELP OTHERS?

The year of 2019 is just around the corner together
with the making of New Year Resolutions.

We all have many calls on our time but even a couple
of hours a week helping in the Marie Curie shop in
Rainham makes a real contribution to the charity's
fundraising enabling direct help to individuals and
their families dealing with terminal illness. If you have
visited our shop. to buy or donate, you may have heard
the audio announcements including the phrase "We
wouldn't be here without you'. This includes the
volunteers as well as those who buy or donate.

So when you write, record or think about making New

Year Resolutions please add "Find out more about
volunteering at the Marie Curie Shop in Rainham
Precinet”. We really need you. We will appreciate any
time you can give, and remember this can really help
those in need of support.

Please call in at the shop, near Wilko, we are open 7
days a week, to find out more and perhaps take the
opportunity for a taster session to find out if this type
of volunteering is for you. Alternatively please
telephone on 01634 387512 for more information.
Many thanks for giving your time to read this and we
hope to hear from you.

On behall of MARIE CURIE at Rainham Precinct

JACK & THE BEANSTALK
by Jack Homewood
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham

Curtain up at 8.00pm
Saturday Matmees at 2.00pm & 5.00pm

The Rainham Theatrical Society will be performing

another traditional family pantomime packed tull of
music, comedy and plenty of audience participation to

get the new year oft'to a flying start.
Book Now! Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Langdale Close

Solomon Road, Old Orchard,

Russells, Gloucester, Chichester Closes

Oastview, Sheldon, lower part Mierscourt Road
Tilbury & Finwell Road, Wivenhoe, Cooden, Twytord
Upchurch - part Chaffes Lane

Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace
If you can help please email al{@thenet.uk.net

orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrip marnp
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

___ Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
b Misted units replaced
;w—-nﬁ? Family run independent company T
o For advice and a very competitive quote call

rader

01634 363881 .- 07973 860369 ™ ™
www.salmonwindows . co.uk

2 Berengrave Service Station =
 FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE
mois [ SERVING <5 DIAGNOSTICS
@ vmes o RePARS G ARCON

T et Bl Call 81634 233619

- . |

Home Help Service (F
At Home Out & About )

« Housework « Visiting the shops TG ke CG re

* Respite sitting ~ * Supportio Caring For Your Independence

« Well-being visits ~ 9ppointments Please call us on
« Companianshi P

» Gordening/ for oﬁtir‘.gs ; 0‘634 316821

Handyman I www takecareltd co.uk

. sent the \'@rﬂ P&I’SOI'\. | Assistants CRB checked,
ol, che could have been FMU{'} insured & referenced.




Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
afiwthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: January 1st 2019

December [st — 29th - Art Exhibition, Wigmore Library
Rainham Art Group, rainhamartgroup(@ gmail.com

December 1st - St Peter’s Bredhurst, Christmas Fayre,
12noon - 2.00pm,

December 1st - Christmas Fair, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip, 12noon — 3.00pm, Village Hall,

December 2nd - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet
volunteer block. Ring 01634 338191 for information

December 3rd - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 - 4.30pm.
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road. Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

December 4th - Breast Cancer Support Group, 7.00
9.00pm, Medway Hospital, Level 2, Area 7. Christmas
Social, Angela Blackwell 01634 861802, 07761 853750

December 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club. Berengrave Lane, AGM New
members welcome, details from 01634 366276.

December 5th — Play and Chat, 1.30 - 3.00pm Parents,
Carers and their pre-school children. Lots of toys for
toddlers. £1.50per family includes refreshments for all,
St Paul’s Church, Parkwood 01634 364335,

December 6th — Play and Chat, 10.15 - 11.45am, (see 5th

December 6th - Bird walk, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon, Adults only, £3. 337432 to book

December 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, A Dickens of a Christmas
- Mick Lynn, over 50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

December 6th - Christmas Carol Concert, BWAG St
Peter’s Church, Bredhurst & Green Court, 7.30pm,
Tickets only in advance - £8 pp, ul6s free (includes
refreshments) call Vanessa Jones 07813 785940

December 7th
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

December 7th - Games Afternoon Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm £1.50 includes tea/
coffee, biscuits and a warm welcome. (no joining fee)

December 7th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christimas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Canterbury St, Rock Ave,

December 8th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry, 07779
366054 or email cjderafimarkets(@ yahoo.com

December 8th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, Rainham Precinct 8.30am - 1.00pm

December 8th — Winter Wonderland, St Matthew's
Church, Wigmore 11.00am — 2.00pm.

December 8th - Old Barn Orchestra Conceert, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls, Tickets £14 children £1,
01634 376979 or 07808 D68881 members of orchestra
or on the door, In aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice.

December 8th - Carol Concert, Union of Catholic
Mothers featuring The Medway Singers, 7.45pm, St
Augustine’s Church, Parkwood, refreshments. Tickets
Mrs Janet Nastaly 01634 371897 or (01634 362896.

December 9th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Harry Keane 01634 231533 (07729
356835 GR 716726 ME3 7JQ Higham Station Carpark
(Free) for 6.5 mile walk, No Dogs

December Yth - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely linear walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km, finish 1.30pm
from Whitstable All Saints Close - close to Station to
Canterbury returning by frequent bus Contact: Graham,
07989 753278, graham jenkinson(w blueyonder.co.uk

Mol ,B@f?ﬁyf@@ms

Friendly'service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
» TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
« PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
« FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

@a1l "uoflnq services.co.uk
1] roofing-services.co.uk

enqu

- Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,

December 9th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, 10am
- 2.00pm. Riverside Country Park, Refreshments but
bring own lunch. Meet visitor centre, 01634 337432

December 9th - Hempstead Valley Carol Concert,
4.45pm, accompanied by the Medway Band.

December 10th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Hempstead 1, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 10th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
Join us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

December 10th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore, Christmas Party ‘The
Swinging Sixties” www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or
ring 01634 863034

December 10th - Concert Medway Organ & Kevboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, 7.30pm,
Organist - Andrew Nix, Brian Leonard 01634 234694

December | 1th - Caring for carers - Pop-In, 10.00 -
12noon, St. Paul's Church, Parkwood, tea‘coflee &
cake, details Maureen Cannon (11634 235723

December 11th - Christmas Wreath Making, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon Suitable for adults
and children 7+, £8 per person, book 01634 337432

December 11th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Taverners Rd. Maidstone Rd,
Lonsdale Dr. Broadview Ave,

December 1 1th - Christmas Sleigh collection. Lions Club
of Gillingham. Hempstead 2, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 12th - Play and Chat, Christmas Party,
Booking essential (see 5th Dec)

December 12th - Christmas Crafis for Tiny Tots,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon. Drop
in any time Accompanied children aged 2 — 5 vears, £3
per child. please ring 01634 338191 to register interest

December 12th - Carol Service, 2.30pm. St. Matthew’s
Church, Wigmore for people living with Dementia,
information ring Jean Penney on 01634 387379,

December 12th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Highfield , 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 12th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Third Ave, Barnsole, Woodlands

December 12th - Bredhurst W1, Village Hall, 7.30pm,
Michael Lack, Saxophonist/singer. details, Pam
Ormiston on 01634 365789

December 12th - Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm
start, Millennium Centre, Rainham. A Celebratory

LADIES ONLY BADMINTON
Mepway Bapminton Associanion Haco
100 CAsTLEMAINE AVE, GILLINGHAM MET 201
Tuespay 2.00 - 4.00pm - WEDNESDAY 10.004M - 128008
Fripay 1L00aM—L00PM
£3 PER SESSION AND S0p FOR ‘-II!,TI'Ih.
FREE PARKING

INDOOR NON-MARKING SOLED TRAINERS ML \I BE WORN ON THE COURT
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL
0 l634 572 187 OR TMAIL MBABADMINTON(@ BTCONNECT.COM

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childseroft Road, Rainham, Kent

History of Christmas’ - Andy Thomas, Visitors
welcome £2 per visit, Contact 01634 263622 for details

December 12th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas at Home.
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

December 13th - Free Films at St. Mary Magdalene
Church. Gillingham Green. 2.00pm, Free entry and
refreshments. No need to book. 01634 324783

December 13th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
readings, (see 6th Dec).

December 13th — Play and Chat. Christmas Party
(Booking essential) (see 6th Dec).

December 13th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Christmas
Sing-a-Long All Saints Church, Hempstead Road 2.00 -
4.00pm. New members welcome, 07583 343 782

December 13th - Christmas Sleigh collection. Lions Club
of Gillingham, Parkwood 1, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 13th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Charlotte Drive, Edwin Rd,
Maidstone Rd Marshall Rd, The Goldings. The Platters.

December 13th - Charity Christmas Concert Mantissa
Opera and The Cantium Singers, 7.00pm. Emmaus
Church Centre, Clover Street Chatham ME4 4DT,
Tickets £10 (£9 cons) (Under 16/ £5) 01634 575842
email: simon1053samia gmail.com

December 14th — Gillingham & Rainham Local History
Society. Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
2.30 - 4.30pm. The Suffragettes...lan Porter. Details Val
Barrand 07947 583327 email lupusrufusisky.com

December 14th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Canterbury St. Napier Rd.,

December 14th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Parkwood 2, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 15th - Newington Christmas Craft Fair,
10.00am — 2.00pmVillage Hall, High Street, MEY 7]]
Handmade Crafts and Refreshments 07799 137548

December 15th - Rainham South Councillors surgery at
3:16 café Parkwood 10am - 12 noon, no appointments.

December 15th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 - 9.30pm. New and L\er[anuJ dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, ring 366189 or 388546.

December 15th - Concert. Community Oast House,
Rainham, 7.30pm, Chorusgirl & Support, Admission £5
in advance, £7 on the door. Full details are available
at facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions

Continued on Page 11

AERIALS

e TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed

IDC |
INSTALLATIONS LTD |

Local Electrician

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

e [xtra TV /SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
e TV & Appliances Set
Up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Fully Qualified
| All Works Certified and Insured

| Emaiinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk
Telephone: 01634 325164
Mobile: 07977 432799

H f TRUST
il s EREE

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

o =

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929
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ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS aturday 8th December 11.00am — 2.00pm ome and join Wigmore Voices
i H EATI NG & PLU M BI NG St Matthew's Church, Wigmore. Admission free. in our celebration of Christmas music
Ateaont Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing There will be a children's maze and activities, Saturday 15th December. 8pm
: Ilh"):k_k“_ o Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates Father Christmas, many stalls of all kinds, St Matthews Community Centre
G an S Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires Lunches and mince pies Drewery Drive, Wigmore,
B Audit g Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877 / i CAROL CONCERT Tickets £7 from Sue 01634 370639
www jadaceountants.co.uk *  Associated Services boilertechservices@btinternet.com e The Union of Catholic Mothers RAINHAM FRIENDSHIP GROUP
All work guaranteed. Genuine OAP Discounts ~ “Haut featuring The Medway Singers Thursday December 20th, 1.30pm - 3.30pm.
Saturday 8th December, 7.45pm St Margaret’s Millennium Centre Join us for a
Salter-Mclean & Co FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR St Augustine’s Church, Parkwood, Rainham. couple of hours of Christmas themed carols/songs
_Acmur\llmlts‘ an(_l lax_CDllsultallts ) Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service All proceeds for our charity which this year is CRY  with festive snacks/buffet and raffle. Entry £2
Plesss call Joanne from " (Cardiac Risk i the Young). Contact Hands Gilingham 01634 577985
5 problems arid-retums Art Decorating Services o L'uiigca’iuu and mince pies in the micr\-;nll. THE LONGEST NIGHT
For a free initial consultation telephone for a free no obligation quotation lickets from Mrs Janet N‘-‘“"llﬁ ”“234 371897 0or  gaturday 22nd December, 4.00 - 4.45pm
01634 361366 Mrs Alma Payne 01634 362896. St Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU on 07948 025558 or 01 634 353000 OLD BARN ORCHESTRA CONCERT "(..!m.;:”;:":::_:] bz‘“.'iktfi.mc;h :'-wa ui't;a-u ycar for
www.salter-mclean.com www.artdecoratingservices.com Saturday 8th December, 7.30pm ~many people. for a variety of reasons. Bereavement,
Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way, MES O0BX relationship breakdown, loneliness, money worries,
; Quilter - A Children’s Overture and unemployment are just some that make the
; QCR CAR REPAIRS MIRANDA Mendelssohn - Violin concerto in E minor relentless celebrations hard to live with.
| Good Gart heme | Soloist Catherine Alsey There were no parties or festive meals in the Bible’s
Auto electrics DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIBS ) Dvorak -_5_\"“}?|‘U"_)" no 8 in G major account of the birth of Jesus, but there were people
| Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLM!_NG' ; Conductor Dwight Pile-Gray, Leader Kate Coles  who were anxious and fearful. We narrate that
| Keys - Key Fabs - Air Con - ABS R %K?Sh’;ﬁg;ﬁ%ggpi%?gﬁg%oﬁgt\r%ﬁwcm _ ~ Tickets £14 children £1 ] familiar story, in a safe space, with music, readings.
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VisA ' From 01634 376979 or 07808 063881 from and prayers. There will be people happy to talk if
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail co.uk 01634 717400 members of the urch_‘u.slirai oron the n!om' you want to talk, but if you want to simply ‘be” in
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES 8B.J (Just off Station Rd) NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS In aid of Demelza Children’s Hospice the quiet, the space will be open afterwards.
S —

HEMPSTEAD VALLEY CAROL CONCERT All are welcome. For support in advance or
@FBE > —_@r Sunday 9th December from 4.45pm if transport is a problem please call 01634 231736.
= . e . Traditional carol concert. always a favourite event . O COME LET US ADORE HIM
BRYANT Ve handie Bverything fum the IntiAl quotation, Stores will be closed. For more information see Carol Service

manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

alal : . i www.hempsteadvalley.com Rainham Christian Fellowship,
GONSMUGTEQN &@D Eden W!ndOWS (".\R(); C,pFR\;ICF 1|!\1V1;111!Sm|ni}1:01“1(;1. T'L\\-;’(;2|?I][D
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS \ b . Sunday 23rd December, 4.00pm

Wednesday 12th December, 2.30pm

L} NS i s

A'IE)lgx'FEl\[l)sB?NHBC Bishiene 01.634 540:990 St. Matthew’s Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore _ Christmas Day bC"\”CC“

01634 231321 www.edenwindows.co.uk A Service for people living with Dementia and Tuesday 25th December, 10.30am
people who find it difficult to take part in more All Welcome

traditional Carol Services. The Carol Service is part  MISTLETOE - Rainham Community Orchard

T-I- BUILDERS : Puma PE of our regular Dementia Friendly services held on Sprigs of Mistletoe are available for a donation (£2+)

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating Approved installers of the fourth Wednesday of the month, 2.30pm in St. to Kent Wildlife Trust from Rainham Community
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More... Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding Matthew’s Church. The service will be very Orchard, Lower Bloors Lane, MES 7TR Tues &

e Ext.ernal WOI"k: ¢ * 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations informal. sitting around a table, singing our favourite Thurs 10am to noon or from Westmoor Nurseries,

Painting, GUt::e”“E]! Faimas, Rendering, WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE 1! Carols followed by refreshments and a time to Moor Street (A2) MES 8QF
encing eic... chat. We hope many people will join us to celebrate  This vear’s Apple Juice has just arrived.
Phone for FREE Estimates on: 01634 351575/ 07910 425 544 Christmas. lifyml w)n{:]d [likc further information or f\\-‘di]flbh.‘ g‘mn?glmhun,t Bnolﬂs. Davey the Butcher,

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558 WWW.pumapvc.co.uk need support to get to the service please ring Riverside Country Park and Westmoor Nursery.

Jean Penney 01634 387379,

Eeal.l_iiybl Rg?m MSB Plastering & Decorating 0 Noat Fast y Master Alarms
wigmore—csiablshed 10 years f s i
] o : . < i : Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
Non ¢ | face lifting — Facials — W * * * : N
N val s o sy T h (s e BRSO Plastering " Decorating Artexing own home by a qualified lady WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage * Coving * Rendering practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns ALARMS AND CCTV
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL *Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae 163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MEB 0PX
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers o i & 2 ; Telephaone: 01634 379762
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268 MLpho"f Eifii 1iﬁzfgzdlpfc:rgzrfiouzjr1624 *Diabetics Discounts for OAPs ry/ Email: mail@masteralams com P Trader
it b e b iy Tel: 01634 322591 b4 www.masteralarms com
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR NOVEMBER

The late Dr Oliver Rackham, the noted botanist, wrote
that the inhabitants of the British Isles had inherited a
richer legacy of ancient trees than those of any other
country in Western Europe. Of Britain’s native trees,
certain examples of the oak and the yew have the
largest girths and are thus deemed to be among the
longest living trees in this country. But when does a
long living tree become ancient? One widely quoted
proposition is that an oak be assumed to be ancient at
400 years and a yew at 800 years. But how to
determine the age of a tree? Dendrologists are usually
able only to give an approximation of the age of a tree,
such as “500 to 700 years old” or *800 years plus or
minus 200 years” and they would take into account,
among other matters, whether or not a given tree had
been pollarded. which has the effect of prolonging the
age of that tree. One should not rely on a ready- made
table which is said to enable one to read off the age of
a given species of tree according to its girth, or
circumference at the tree’s lower trunk. Unless a tree
was planted. and there is documentary evidence of the
date of that planting, the only way to determine the
accurate age of a tree is to drill out a core of'its growth
rings. But this method does not work if the tree has
become hollow through age.

Two parklands where claimed ancient oaks grow are
Windsor Great Park and the grounds of Blenheim
Palace. The former park is owned by The Crown and
was reserved as a hunting ground by William the
Conqueror. It is today an area of a gently undulating,
varied landscape. including woods containing several
hundred huge. solitary oak trees dating back 500 years
or more. The oldest of these trees are called
‘Dodders’. being the traditional name for more than a
hundred ancient pollarded oaks that were self- sown in
the middle ages. They predate the oaks planted in
Windsor Great Park, for timber, from 1580 onwards.
‘Offa’s Oak” is one the these “dodders’. Its hollow
trunk has split into four parts, one of which one has
fallen to the ground. Measurements taken in 1998
show that it had a girth of 11.8 metres and was
considered likely to be at least 800 years old. The tree
still thrives and produces a large, green crown of
leaves in summer. It is claimed that Windsor Great
Park and Forest have one of the largest collections ol

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING - DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

ancient and veteran trees in Northern Europe.

A large number of the country’s claimed ancient vak
trees are also in the grounds of Blenheim Palace,
which is owned by the Dukes of Marlborough, in an
area not open to the public and known as High Park.
The trees were in the news last year. The story was
that Blenheim’s parkland as a whole was laid out by
Capability Brown in the late 18th century, but 120
acres of ancient woodland was left untouched by his
plans. This woodland was once a Royal hunting
ground, founded by Henry st in the | Ith century.
Little notice had been paid to this woodland over
recent years. However, permission was given to a
researcher, who was writing a book on ancient woods,
to investigate the flora in the wood. Much to
everybody” surprise and delight the wood was found
to contain at least sixty oaks which were said to be up
to 900 years old and dating back to the middle ages.
Published photographs show that some, if not all of
the ancient oaks had been pollarded. It was announced
that they appeared to have seeded naturally and had
not been planted. Five of the oaks have a girth of 9
metres which, it is claimed, gives them an age of
nearly a thousand years. Blenheim Palace claims to
own Europe’s oldest oak woodland at an estimated age
of 900 years, and to have the greatest collection of
ancient, mediaeval oak trees anywhere in Europe.

I do not pretend to know why it is that Western
Europe has less ancient trees than the British Isles.
But, as far as oaks are concerned, one reason may be
that more trees were pollarded here than there in
mediaeval times. The practice consisted of cutting
down a growing tree just above the reach of cattle or
deer thus enabling a continuous regrowth and
harvesting of wood. Some pollards were created
specifically to act a boundary markers. As I show
below, pollarding prolongs the life of a tree. In Nature
Notes of some time ago 1 wrote about two oaks which
Thomas Pakenham (author of “Meetings with
Remarkable Trees”) described as having the largest
girths in the British Isles — and probably in Europe.
The oak in Lincolnshire (the Bowthorpe Oak) has a
girth of 13.6 metres and has been pollarded. It
therefore has a short trunk and a small crown and is
considered to be some 600 — 1000 years old. The oak
at Nonnington, here in Kent, and called “Majesty’, is a
maiden tree, that is, it has not been pollarded. At 12
metres in girth, which is not increasing, it now has a

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD

WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

slightly smaller circumference than the Lincolnshire
tree. The Kentish oak is considered to be some 500 to
800 years old. On my last visit. her crown was much
reduced and she had shed the last remaining lower
limb, weighing perhaps a ton. which had crashed
down and dug itself into the soil. Majesty seems to
have been under some stress. It may be a hundred
years yet before the last green leaves appear on the last
live branches spouting from what is to be left of her
hollow trunk. But clearly Majesty. which was never
pollarded, 1s in the last phase of her long life and is
slowly dying. The Bowthorpe Oak, which has been
regularly pollarded over the centuries. is still putting
on weight around its waist.

Joe Ennis
THE NAME UPCHURCH
The village name Upchurch 1s Anglo Saxon and
means “Church on the hill”. It dates from about 1100,
but the origin of the surname is less straightforward.
The only evidence of the name Upchurch outside the
village 1s in Upshire near Waltham Abbey in Essex
from which the Upchurch family name is believed to
have originated. There is also a family crest from the
same arca which indicates that the family became high
standing. In present day Essex less than 2% of people
have the surname Upchurch while in Kent the figure is
less than 1%.
In the village of Upchurch there is no evidence of the
surname in the parish register of births, marriages and
burials back to the 16th century, However, in
Huntingdonshire there are 105 families bearing the
surname Upchurch, in Hertfordshire 86 families and in
Cambridgshire 62. Many families in foreign English
speaking countries with the name exist. especially in
the United States. How did people living in these
locations get the surname Upchurch?
The logical reason is movement of people bearing the
Upchurch name to other countries. During the 17th
and 18th centuries people travelling to America from
England may have wanted to keep a connection with
their town or village so changed their name to their
place ol origin. Some may have been orphans and did
not know their real surname or were evading the law.
Some early settlers travelling to America, particularly
to North Carolina before the American War of
Independence, went as indentured servants and some
present day families named Upchurch living there can
be traced back to these. The servants were often

* TREE MANAGEMENT
= CHIPPING

savme - LINDS A

* MULCH
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

teenagers from poor families who did not have money
for the journey from England, so they borrowed it
tfrom the shipping company and got free passage. In
return they obtained jobs as indentured servants
mainly for farmers. planters and shopkeepers and
worked to pay back the shipping company over
several years. They were also provided with free
accommodation, food and clothing by their employers.
In North Carolina today there are 194 families bearing
the Upchurch name and in the Upchurch district of
Cary in Wake County numerous residents with the
surname Upchurch exist. There are also businesses
like real estate company *Upchurch Farms.” In Texas
there are 106 recorded Upchurch family surnames and
the name can be found in other American states.
Some African Americans have the surname Upchurch
and the most likely reason for this is because their
forbears were named atter a tobacco or rice plantation
owner for whom they worked.

Americans named Upchurch have visited the Kent
village over the years trying to find their roots, the
possibility of relatives or some connection with the
village. Some are shocked to discover that no families
with the surname Upchurch exist which means that
finding family connections is almost impossible unless
there are other names to work on.

Late postmaster Cliff Wanstall kept a guest book in
the village post office for visiting tourists to sign and
many of these were named Upchurch. In recent times
American tourists with the surname have stayed at
Suffield House. the village bed and breakfast
establishment. Although they have not found evidence
of relatives at least they have visited the only village
in existence bearing their surname.

David Wood.

TRINITY FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Wednesday January 2nd. 1.30-3.30pm.
Holy Trinity Church Hall . Twydall.
Come and join us for a chat with tea. coftee.
biscuits and board games. Entry £1.
Contact Hands Gillingham on 01634 577984,

BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY TALK 2019/2020
Mrs Olwen O Dowd is willing to give a talk about the
charity and its work to any small Group meeting in
Rainham, Gillingham and Chatham area for a
donation. Contact details 01634 263622 (ansa phone)
or email muml44(@outlook.com

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Professional Family Business

E CINere E:ITJ ?ni:sgés Experience
SIS fad Free Quotations

Contact Simon
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724
Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, ‘ookers Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturd: 1y Tam 1 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Waork
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

/8, Massage 3\

Do you need to de stress and reiax?
Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist
| Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
| call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
PR i Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d R

Renovations Lic

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair TNIIIEI‘

Ccrns HarL. Skin, \-"erruca Funqal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete's Foot,
General Nail Cutting.

In the comfort of your own home
Trudy Boulton rRen RM. MCFHP, MBAFHP
Tel: 01634 371910
Mobile; 07903 793370
Competitive Rates

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.

Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements

For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07791 311 251

Diary 2018

December 15th - Wigmore Voices 'Christmas Magic'
§.00pm, St Matthews Community Centre, Drewery
Drive, Wigmore, Tickets £7 from Sue 01634 370639,

December 16th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group.
10.00am, meet David Brown 07815 106791 GR 764543
MEIS 6AZ Armstrong Road, Maidstone. South Park
Car Park for 5 mile circular walk to Loose village &
Loose valley, undulating with climbs. Dogs Allowed

December 16th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 5.5 miles / 8.8km, finish
1.00pm Meet Eridge Railway Station carpark TN3 9LE.
Contact: Contact: Tony/Ann, 01634 406634,
faulkneral75( gmail.com

December 17th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 3rd Dec).

December 17th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
ol Gillingham, Kenilworth, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 17th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Eastcourt Lane, Twydall Lane

December 17th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Christmas Party, All
welcome, ring Kate Archer 01634 360797,

December 17th - Wigmore W1, 7.30 - 9.30pm, St
Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive, Visitors
Welcome, Chris Ellson 01634 372976 or 01634 268611

December 18th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Fairview, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 18th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Tufton Rd, Berengrave Lane,
Holmoaks, Parktield Ave, Childscroft Ave, Station Rd

December [8th - RSPB Medway Local Group llustrated
Talk, Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 -
9.45pm £4, Rolf goes Wild — Rolf Williams For Field
Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

December 18th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hally Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, “Xmas is coming’ — double ended table
arrangement, pew end or swag plus Christmas nibbles,
New members welcome, Just come along and receive a
friendly welcome. Parking available, For details contact
Kaye Buss 01634 232998 or kayebuss(a btinternet.com

December 19th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Taswell Rd Henry St, Station Rd,
Macklands Way, William St, Ten Acre, Shorefields

December 19th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Lower Beechings, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 19th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.00pm, Christmas Dinner, John Iridd 01634 388028

December 20th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 -
4.00pm. Christmas Party Wakeley Hall, Oast House
Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham. Visitors
welcome, small charge. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

December 20th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal, (see
6th Dec).

December 20th - Rainham Friendship Group.1.30-3.30pm
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Christmas themed
carols/songs with festive snacks/buffet and raffle
Entry £2, contact Hands Gillingham 01634 577984,

December 20th - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Twydall I, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 20th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Napier, Barnsole, Toronto Ave

December 21st - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00 - 8.30pm, Darland Ave, Leyton Ave

December 2 1st - Christmas Sleigh collection, Lions Club
of Gillingham, Twydall 2, 6.00 - 8.15pm

December 22nd - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, outside ASDA 8.30am - 5.30pm

December 22nd - The Longest Night, St Matthew’s
Church, Wigmore, 4.00pm Christmas can be a difficult
for many people. Music, readings, and prayers face the
reality of the pain and emptiness this time of year can
bring. All are welcome. To meet someone in advance or
if transport is a problem please call 01634 231736.

December 23rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am,
Moderate circular walk 7.4 miles / 11.9km, finish
2.30pm Meet Linton Church Car Park (Free) Contact:
John, 07749 760788, billingsjefa blueyonder.co.uk

December 23rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet David Gaul 07719 382284 GR 732588
ME20 7AU Aylesford New Bridge Car Park for 6 mile
easy flat walk along new riverside path towards Malta
Inn returning to Cobtree Manor Park and Aylesford.
Adjustments if conditions are muddy. No Dogs

December 23rd - O Come Let Us Adore Him - Carol
Service, Rainham Christian Fellowship, Waltham Road.
Twydall, 4.00pm, All welcome.

December 24th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, starts 5.00pm, Stuart Rd, Park Ave. Watling St,
Cleave Rd, Barnsole Rd, Oxford Rd

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT

Composite doors are the future for doors.

has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits

Over recent years the composite door market

{ R%IHE'?S |No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice |
Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995 |

PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace
19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

01634 312633
07792 244 315

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destruclive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

0.A.P. Discounts RELIABLE to four cats from the same household
So call today for a great deal, peace of All Work Guaranteed Viewing welcome, by appointment oy please
imind and security Fully Insured WIWW. catr‘apb:edhwsl co.uk
Phone Brian 01634 351244 01634 301711 Tab 01 aseany
Mobile: 07775 423744 ap ! by

MOb 07976 438435 'E.I‘.pv-th rsun i Lane, Blerlr st Kent. MET 3JR

Boarding CAT!
Cattery £

Owner FAB trained ' £ [ H
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
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R Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional
’ MCFHP MAFHP
| Foot care in the comfort of your own home.
All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae’s.
For all enquires please call or text on,
(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK

CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT

UPVYC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
Kear *‘!‘3 ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

Your Local Reliable Contractor

James Zammit
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

TRA DI NG
STANDARDS

Fair Trader

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

' 01634 372411
i EE 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8BNS
Y Domestic Installer

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd DESIGNER LTD

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

s Kitchens
MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
T Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop
Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken
bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.
D ' Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com L"‘lw Od

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0650 7338 Pk 1o

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

(vg;zﬂﬂ/

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations
The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Yaour local solicitor for all aspects of family. property and
business law including Wills & Probate, [)I\I)Itt
Lasting Powers of r\tl(ll]ll.\ Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardiey
01634 264266

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure
Mowing weekly—Tfortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Frompt and Reliable Service
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Diary 2019

December 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.30am,
Moderate circular walk 2.5 miles / 4km, finish
11.00am, Christmas Day Ramble, Park and meet at the

end of Nashenden Farm Lane, MET 3TQ. Contact: Ade,

01634 306405, adeballarda yahoo.co.uk

December 25th - Christmas Day Service, Rainham
Christian Fellowship, Waltham Road, Twydall,
10.30am, All Welcome

December 30th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 5.5 miles / 8.8k, finish
1.00pm. Meet at Newington carpark, very muddy walk
and significant hills, Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

December 30th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Jim Gevaux (07807 896995 GR 016613
ME13 7AG Guildhall. Market Place, Faversham for 5.5
mile flat estuary walk via Saxon Shore Way. Dogs OK

January 2nd - Bird Feeders and Bug Homes, Riverside,
10.00am — 12noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm, accompanied
children 5 - 12 yea

January 2nd - Trinity Friendship Group, Holy Trinity
Church Hall, Twydall, 1.30 -3.30pm. Join us for a chat
with tea, coffee, biscuits and board games. Entry £1,
contact Hands Gillingham 01634 577984,

January 3rd - Fire Building and open fire cooking,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — [2noon and
1.00 - 3.00pm. The whole family can learn basic bush
craft skills. Bring sausages and marshmallows for a
smokey lunch. £3 per person, book 01634 338191

January 3rd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting,
(see 6th Dec).

January 5th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 15th Dec).
January 6th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Lindsay Floyd 07743 702049 Detling The Cock
Horse Inn car park, for 3 mile walk along Pilgrim's
Way and North Downs Way gradual climb & a steep

flight of steps to descend. Dogs allowed

January 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km, finish
1.30pm. Meet and park in Harrietsham Car park South

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

H_

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete home improvementl service
Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007
hensandbathroomskent.com

www kit

. £3 per child. book 01634 337432

of A20 may be muddy. Contact: Derck, 07768 448633,
derek kenti blueyonder.co.uk

January 7th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 - 4.30pm, 5t
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 07523 124668

January 8th - Fuchsia & Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls * Exhibiting at Chelsea’ -
Susan Shaw, First hand experiences on the road to RHS
Chelsea. All welcome, Ring 01634 852519 for details

January 8th — Antique & Collectors’ Club, 8.00pm, Club
House, Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane
‘Wonderful Things - |The Treasures of Tutankamun’
ring 01634 851512 for more details.

January 9th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Quiz
Night. (see 12th Dec).

January 10th — Wigmore Thursday Club. St Presenting
court evidence - Jack Deans, (see 6th Dec).

January 11.12.18.19.25.26 and February 1 & 2nd -
Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham, Jack & the Beanstalk by
Jack Homewood, Curtain up at 8pm. Saturday Matinees
atl 2pm & Spm, Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
@ www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

January 13th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10am.
meet Chris Morris 374923 07847828249 Aylestord
Bridge Car Park for 5 mile flat walk Dogs OK

January 13th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, (see 2nd Dec).

January 14th — Concert, Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist — David Harrild, (see 10th Dec).

January 15th - GHS Floral Art Group, *Burm’s Night’
Inverted Crescent arrangement incorporating a candle/
stick, (see 18th Dec).

January 16th - Bird walk, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon. Join a ranger on a gentle walk to
identify the most common birds seen or heard along the
estuary. Adults only, £3. Ring 01634 337432 to book.

January 16th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Melanie Gibson-
Barton. Parks and Gardens of Flanders, Hyacinth Show.
Bring and Buy Produce Stall, (see 19th Dec).

January 17th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Postcards in the
family - Bob Appleton, (see 6th Dec).

January 18th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
(see Tth Dec).

January 19th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 15th Dec).

January 20th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, (see 9th Dec).

January 21st - Medway Scrabble Club (see 7th Jan)

January 23rd - Rainham Historical Society, “Temple
Manor and the Knights Templar’ - Dr Jeremy Clarke,
{see 12th Dec).

January 23rd — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, Games Night, (see 12th Dec).

Chartered Tax Advisers
['ax Accountants
Selt Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax
Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month

Box Ads: £30.00 per month

ER4.00 3 months paid in advance

Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates
A DOCKYARD Matey Makes Good
Rob Smith book signing at Dobbies on
Sat 8 Dec. 10.00-3.00. Books also
available Sunburst Books, Rainham.

New book “ABIDE WITH ME”
People & Events in Lower Halstow in
the Great War. By Alan Swilft

£12.50 Tel 01795 842749

OLD POSTCARDS, TRADE Cards
& cigarette cards wanted, cash paid.
Please call Barry 07950 409 642
DAILY DOG WALKS

Dog Walking Service & Small Pet
Care Service (Home Feeding / Visits).
Contact: Karen 07915 043 638

Fully Insured and CRB Checked

GARDEN TLC: Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing etc. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503

VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
ete. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 140
{corrected) Leave message if no reply.
TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out.
For more details ring (01634 306387

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates, For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email
enquiriesfoasteentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: @ The Oast Rainham.

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior, High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
Kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting. sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
1634 261502

MRAXIT HOME& GARDEN
Repairs and installations. All

work guaranteed 07704 934681,
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small,
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or D7870 168 516

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance, Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360339 or 07982 62564 |
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477,

GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), Yam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
NICK'S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

(634 370583 or 07701 007 866
C&J CLEARANCE
Garages lofis sheds, g
Green waste shredding, Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Mo call out foe.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass

Houses,

cutting, hedge cutting, tree work. fencing,

Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,

ardens cleared.

HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew 01634
613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beg
lessons Rainham area. Wed & |
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Giarages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly. professional service.

ners’

Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If'you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you

and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL

Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting - Ample car parking,

To book phone 01634 364859,

RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome,

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
Kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507,

u-unnuuu."-.-........".

P CERFACH

¢ ho further!

Supply & Fit Service

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for mare information and opening hours.

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

« Member of Gas Safety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
+ Landlord Gas Safety Reports |
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY [

MAINTENANCE |
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP Services RAINHAM

Chiffewoods
Scaffolding

Ring: 07999 827169 o
07518 350523
Ll
steve-tweedley@outlook.con
Your local reliable
scalloldimg contracton

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment o
head, neck, shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment
is tailored to you for only £30
Pre-paid gift certificates also available
Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66(@gmail.com

Do you have windows
or doors that.....

densation |r%5|.
Are draugh
Conservato
01 634 789025 /07950 76106]

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

ABBRA
DRIVING SCHOOL

Based in Wigmore

All Local Areas
Covered

Tel: 01634 363564
Mobile 07816 175803

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Bituated in a quiet rural location in an area of
putstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
cats only,

completely new cattery, fully compliant witt
all new legislation. FAB accredited care
o1 ovided.
Viewings welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Nicholal
Telephone: 01634 235032
Ef‘mul mfu@wmskersludge comy
Neb: www.whiskerslodge, comy

Gefion Dog ‘I_'raining Club

-

S

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses,

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roaller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY
We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awmngs and Window Shutters.

C;‘D A§ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS

21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham 01634 261643
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

We also stock local history books

www.hallettsp

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
z Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971
Plumbing & sdife B pAVE MOON
Heating Chris Hallett Sl ROOFING

ajayeiataialala aiateledagh

REPAIRS. GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

for oo simatos wnrn: 01034 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical
Extra lights,
sockets, @
fuse boards e
& full rewires NsThCLER =]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors

Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

somesTic 1
msrALem (-]

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

FREE NO
OBLIGATION
QUOTATION
Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings

Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks

All types of Blinds .« Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MEB 6PG

M: 07856 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W. www crystalcuriains co.uk

A T
.—.ﬂ y CRYSTAL
.'{]:," CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

wenrr. BoOKings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY

Kent ME8 8AR

Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Dinectors
A private family owned and run business

s Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available

. E’
= Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent MES 9PW
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