(INTGOTALY!

NUMBER 548
AN INDEPENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA ™

The dedication of Rainham War
Memorial on Sunday December 12th
k= 1920. Although already very ill the
% Rev ] M Tamplin was determined to
¢ officiate - it was the last service he
conducted before he died. The
railings were sacrificed for the
World War possibly unnecessarily.
% Sce page 9 for more information
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Sweeping up the autumn leaves is one of my least
favourite jobs. Several reasons, if you leave it until
they are mostly down it is a mammoth back breaking
task but one you can never really finish for as fast as
you collect them more fall to recover the ground.
Often the peak of the leat mountain coincides with
cold, blowy weather and the whole job becomes
impossible with wet heaps of slippery leaves glued to
the ground making you feel guilty each time you
glimpse them. The ‘Fall” also means that winter is
nearly here with short, cold days getting dark in the
carly atternoon once the clocks go back. So this year |
have opted for small and often and so far, primarily,
because of the superb autumn weather we have
experienced it has almost been a pleasure collecting
one barrowful every few days in warm, calm sunny
weather! The second half of 2018 really has been
exceptionally good in the south east weather wise.
Autumn brings to mind happy hours gathering harvest
from the hedgerows. For centuries it has been the
accepted custom that berries and fruit from hedgerow
trees, fungi from the woodland floor and sea weed and
other plants from the shoreline are fair game for the
thrifty forager as long as you purely gathered for
yourself, A growing body of opinion now decries the
habit mostly because of the few individuals who
scavenge on an industrial scale. Surely common sense
can prevail, children picking up a few chestnuts will
not kill off the native wildlife for lack of food.
Hedgehogs however for various reasons are under
threat. These prickly animals generally come to mind
as a favourite but they need our help. Numbers have
declined dramatically over recent years. They are
ferocious wanderers searching for food and walking a
lot further each day than many humans do. When
buildings, walls and fences impede their usual
journeys, it makes their search for food, mates and
places to nest harder or - in some cases - impossible.
Creating small gaps at intervals at the base of your
fences can make all the difference. Kent Wildlife
Trust have a free guide about hedgehog habits, how to
build your own hedgehog house and make your garden
a hedgehog haven (see www . kentwildlifetrust.org.uk)
One of our correspondents has pointed out that
although the Sava Centre undoubtedly created many
new jobs as stated in the article last month. it came at

a price. An old man who owned land in the woods
where he wanted to see out his days in a beautifully
built log cabin, received a fraction of the worth of the
land when a compulsory purchase order was issued
forcing him out of his home by greedy developers.

It does not seem possible but by next month we will
be counting the days until Christmas! Do read on to
discover all November has to offer. Have a good
month, enjoy the sunshine. and we will be here again
in December.

Correspondence
RINGING REMEMBERS
Dear Editor,

Remembrance Sunday this year is the 100th
anniversary of the signing of the Armistice at the end
of World War L. This celebration of peace is officially
endorsed and sponsored by H.M. Government for
a) recruitment of new ringers and b) ringing bells open
at 12.30pm on Sunday 11th November.

1400 bellringers lost their lives while serving their
country during World War [. Ringing Remembers
aims to recruit this number of new bellringers. At the
latest count over 1800 people have volunteered. We
have one ringer in Rainham who volunteered through
Ringing Remembers.

Eight ringers from St Margaret’s served their country
during the conflict and thankfully all returned safely.
It is the intention that all churches throughout the
country ring their bells open at 12.30pm on this day.
We will be ringing our eight bells. Any lapsed ringers
are welcome 1o join us.

Tim Wraight
Vice Tower Captain Rainham St Margaret.

LOCAL GOVERNING BODY
Dear Editor
The Local Governing Body (LGB) of St Margaret’s
Church of England Junior School, in Orchard Street, is
secking another co-opted governor. The full LGB
should consist of the Head Teacher (ex officio), one
staff member, two parent members and six co-opted
members. We are looking for someone who will be
committed to helping the LGB to both challenge and
support the School Leadership Team in its role of
improving the quality of teaching and learning. At our
recent OFSTED inspection in July of this year, we
were very pleased to retain our ‘Good” judgement,
The LGB meets six times a year, in the school,
sometimes spending the whole day in school. Training
will be given, usually in school and on line. I anyone
wishes to put their name forward. or would like further
information, please ring me, Joe, on 235182, or
Chrissy Hornby on 387348, We are looking forward to
hearing from you!

Yours Sincerely,

Joe Ennis

a Governor at St Margaret’s C of E Junior School

IT IS NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN!
Dear Editor,
It seems that although I was born in the
neighbourhood of Rainham in 1929, living thereabouts
until 1981 I have done so with a misconception in my
mind. That is that Rainham Station Oasthouse was a
hop oast when owned by Wakeley brothers. All those
hours I spent as a child looking from my small
bedroom window at 38 Tufton Road towards the
oasthouse and it was not hops in the sacks being
hauled up to the two wood shed-like lucarnes and into
the top floor to be dried but various grains for animal
and poultry feed as Wakeley Brothers were also
agricultural merchants. What 1 believe confused me
was that the building has two typical hop oast cowls
on the roof from which would normally exit fumes
from the drying hops but in Rainham it was
presumably the aroma of drying grains and other
products. In John Tippens article (AT April 2017) he
states that bines from Wakeleys hop gardens were
processed as ‘Wakeleys Hop Manure” for gardens but
I assume despite this reference it was never strictly a
typical Kent hop oast house but is grouped with the
other much older, unique oasts in Kent going back to
their Dutch origins being used for malt production.
Unless of course the building was a hop oasthouse
before Wakeleys converted it to grain, The railway
siding between the oast and platform 2 could have
been used to transport hops to London Brewers, before
the oast was built, 1895 has been suggested for the
latter. Does anyone have any comments?

Alan Major
(Author *Qasthouses - Their Life and Times™ (2006)

41 Heaton Road Canterbury CT1 3PY
01227 459246

ART EXHIBITION

Paintings by Artists Clive Bass & John Gilson will be
on show and For Sale in Rainham Library, Birling
Avenue, between st & 30th November 2018.

Fair Trader |

sdfe |

TEL |

01634 361 767 |
07715 493020

* TAPS « CYLINDERS
* TANKS » LEAKS

* FULL HEATING SYSTEMS

BOILERS » BATHROOMS

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors

Misted units replaced
Family run independent company
For advice and a very competitive guote call

01634 363881 .- 07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk
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ONE BIG FAMILY - WE URGENTLY NEED
YOUR HELP! Emergency Homeless
Winter Refuge 2018/19- volunteers needed!
One Big Family are running an Emergency Homeless
Winter Refuge (ER) this winter at Emmaus Christian
Church, Clover Street, Chatham. From mid-
November until end of March, the ER will provide a
warm, safe place to sleep for those who are homeless
and might otherwise have to sleep rough in
Medway. Last winter, the ER provided over 1,220
beds to those in need. As the number of people who
are homeless in Medway increases, the need is likely
to be even greater this year. The Emergency Refuge is
run solely by volunteers. This winter, we need help
for: Evening, Overnight and Morning Shifts.
Comprehensive training and support will be provided
for all ER volunteers. If you are interested please
contact Cadi at cadivde(@gogglemail.com
RAINHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR are very keen
to welcome new members who enjoy singing all sorts
of great songs with the support and encouragement of
our musical director, Olivia and our pianist, Eleanor

every Monday between 7.00pm and 8.30pm. There
are no auditions just come along and join in. the first
two sessions are free. Current charges are £4 per
session, payable half termly in advance.

For details please see our Facebook page Rainham
Community Choir or email
inforainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com.

DISTRIBUTION

Volunteer distributors are needed for:

Rainham

Oastview, Sheldon, lower part Mierscourt Road
Tilbury & Finwell Road, Wivenhoe., Cooden, Twyford
Upchurch - part Chaffes Lane

Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace

If you can help please email ali@thenet.uk.net

orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

€ Berengrave Service Station 2255 :
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHI A 5 MLE RADRS

G5 murs B SERVENG 457 DIAGNOSTICS

Q@ TRes . REPARS  E: ARCON

PRI ST Call 01638 233619

Home Help Service
At Home Out & About
« Housework « Visiting the shops Ta ke CG re
* Respite sitfing ~ * Supportto Caring For Your Independence
« Well-being visits ) gppolﬂ"ﬂe”'ﬁi Please call us on
Gordenng/ oo | 1434 316821
Handyman www.tokecareltd co.uk

w sent the very person I | Assistants CRB checked,
ol, she could have een 1fmd5 insured & referenced
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Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

afethenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: November 20th 2018

November Ist — 30th - Art Exhibition by Artists Clive
Bass & John Gilson will be on show and for sale in
Rainham Library, Birling Avenue,

November 3rd - Upchurch Wives and WI Silent Auction,
10.00am - 12.30pm, Village Hall. All proceeds to
Village Hall Fund, £2.50 entry incl Tea/ coflee & cake.

November 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road. Gillingham,
7.30 - 9.30pm. New and experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner, ring 366189 or 388546,

November 4th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day.
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm. Meet
volunteer block. Ring 01634 338191 for details,

November 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am

Moderate circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km finish 2.00pm,

Westminster Field car park off The Street, Horton
Kirby. DA4 9GR, TQ559684 steady climb on outward
leg, largely flat return. A visit to Eynsford Castle (free).
Pub at end of walk. Contact: geoff.rambler@me.com

November 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941
965272 GR 936746 ME12 2BE Sheerness Barton's
Point Coastal Park Car Park for 5 mile Sheerness canal,
river and sea wall flat walk. No Dogs

November 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 - 4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

November 6th - Breast Cancer Support Group. 7.00 —

9.00pm, Medway Hospital, Level 2, Arca 7. A talk on
"WW1' by Brenda a member of the group. details
Angela Blackwell 01634 861802 or Mob (7761 853750
November 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society. 7.30pm,
Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Nigel Gibson — Late
Perennials. New members welcome, 01634 366276,
November 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 - 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, Workshop 4 — *Diwalli” a Crescent
arrangement, New members welcome, first come and
receive a friendly welcome. Parking available, details
01634 232998 or email kayebuss(@ btinternet.com
November 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km finish 2.00pm,
Queensdown Warren meet and park at the commuter
car park just north of Bredhurst. MER 0LU, TQ799629
Undulating walk. Contact: Mike, cycling39@aol.com
November 7th — Play and Chat. 1.30 — 3.00pm. Parents/
Carers and their pre-school children. Lots of toys for
toddlers. £1.50 per family includes refreshments for all
St Paul's Church, Parkwood, MES 9PN. (11634 364388.
November 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’'s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, ‘The Zeebrugge Ferry
Disaster” - Colin Breed, for over 50s ring 11634 234712
November 8th — Play and Chat. 10.15 — 11.45am. Parents/
Carers and pre-school children. Lots of toys. £1.30 per
family St Paul's Church, Parkwood, 01634 364388,
November 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, 'Crossing
America in a Covered Wagon' Talk Ann Catoor. All
Saints Church, Hempstead Road 2.00 - 4.00pm. New
members always welcome, phone 07583 343 782
November 9th — Rainham & Gillingham Local History
Society, Twydall Evangelical Church, Goudhurst Road
MES 610 2.30 - 4.30pm. Talk Friends of Chatham
Traction, Richard Bourne and Richard RatelifTe.
Visitors £3. Details Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufust@'sky.com
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Friendly service
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
+ FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA | SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

e*\qurlesq"ﬂ roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrnr Marie
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

November 9th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday
9.45am to help those who have lost a loved one. Join us
for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

November 9th & 10th - Oasthouse Theatre, Rainham “In
Flanders Fields’, Curtain up 8.00pm. Readings. poems
and music to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the end of World War One. We will remember them,
Box Office 0844 8793224 www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

November 9th — 1 1th - Battles' Over, A Village's Tribute,
Lower Halstow, see page 7 or thesix.org.uk for details.

November 10th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Free entry, stalls £10 ring 07779
366054 or email ¢jderaftmarketsia yahoo.com

November [0th - Flower Festival, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip, Remembrance Weekend. 11.00am -
4.00pm, refreshments provided.

November 10th — Concert, Rainham Ladies Choir and
Vocal Chords, to celebrate the ending of WW1, 5t
Margaret's Church, Rainham, 7.00pm. Entrance free,
wine/soft drink available, donations to Trussells and the
Night Shelter. Optional 1918 dress, ring 01634 233866

November 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Doreen Maguire 01634 376230 Park Durham
Road, Wigmore MES (1) near East Hoath woods
entrance for 5.5 mile sensible winters day walk over
undulating terrain. No stiles and no steps. No Dogs

November 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 4 miles / 6.4km finish 12.15pm
Capstone Farm Country Park, Park lower car park near
lake. TQ781652 No stiles, just a few minor hills, Bring
a snack for mid-way break. Dogs welcome. Contact:
John, 07749 760788, billingsjcfa blueyonder.co.uk

November 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES
9PN, 7.30pm, Organist - Kevin Grunill, details ring
Brian Leonard 01634 234694

November 12th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore Demonstration
“lingle All The Way’ by Jacqui Arnold see website
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring 01634 863034

November 12th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group. Millennium Centre, Rainham 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309,

November 13th - Caring for carers - Pop-In, St. Paul's

AERIALS

e TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed

® Extra TV /SKY Points
e TV Wall Mounting
e TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

[ 1
' INSTALLATIONS LTD

[ Local Electrician

| Fully Qualified

| All Works Certified and Insured
| Emaiinfo@idcinstallations.co.uk

U]J | Telephone: 01634 325164
Mobile: 079?7 432799

=
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| |_J

Church, Parkwood, 10.00 - 12noon, chat over tea/coftfee
& cake, information, Maureen Cannon 01634 235723

November 13th - Gillingham and District Fuchsia and
Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm start Rainham School for
Girls. Derwent Way, A Follow Up to the Recent
‘Letterbox” Talk. All Welcome. Details 01634 852519

November 14th - Play and Chat (see 7th Nov)

November 14th - East Medway U3A Smallholders Club,
Springvale MER 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Andy Thomas - A
Celebratory History of Christmas, New members
welcome, no waiting list. Free to members, £2 for
visitors. Ring 07816 159 668 or www.castmedwayu3a

November 14th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, Sally Carter-Esdale * The Leprosy Mission”,
New members always welcome ring 07791 781 910

November 14th - Bredhurst W1, Village Hall, 7.30pm,
Sue Shaw - 'What to do with a Supermarket Bunch
of Flowers' information Pam Ormiston 01634 365789

November 14th — Wigmore Community & Residents
Association “Drop-In Evening™— 7.30 - 9.00pm,
Wigmore Library, Fairview Road, MES 0PX. Open to
all WCRA members and non-members. Refreshments.

November 14th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Boots No 7 - Angela.
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

November 15th — Play and Chat (see 8th Nov)

November 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, board
sames, tea and chat (see 8th Nov)

November 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4pm.
Speaker on *Crime Scene Investigations™ Wakeley Hall,
Oast House Community Centre, Granary Close Visitors
welcome for small entry charge. Ring 01634 366276.

November | 5th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Paul Warren
“The Galapagos and/or Machu Picchu’, (see 8th Nov)

November 17th - Hempstead Valley Christmas Grotto
opened by stars of Central Hall pantomime. £5 per
child includes wrapped gift, no charge for adults.

November 17th Rainham South Councillors surgery at
3:16 Cafe Parkwood. 10.00am - 12 noon, no
appointment necessary.

November 17th - Christmas Craft Fair, St Margaret's
Church, Lower Halstow, 1.00 — 3.00pm, wide range of
crafts. Light refreshments www.thesix.org.uk

November 17th - Annual Christmas Fete, Oast House
Community Centre, Rainham, 10.00am — 1.00pm, See
Facebook for more information

Continued on Page 11

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

1'RUST
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| A D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
] | : ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Accounts
Tax
Book-keeping
Payroll
Audit
Associated Services

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,

laccountants.co.uk

TR T ]

wiww._jadaceountants.co.uk

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com i

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts =

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS
 Gosd Garaos Scheme' (@

| 200G L1arag8 SCNEME |
Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V54

www.gcrsales.co.uk  germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8B.J (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG A
BRYANT AAIS)
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NHT:T@ Al RATED BY NHEC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—NMassage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !t
01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
www.pumapvc.co.uk

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

we. Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

BATTLES' OVER - A VILLAGE'S TRIBUTE
Lower Halstow
Friday 9th Memorial Hall - 6.00pm Exhibition
7.00 - 9.00pm - Sing-a-long and Poems
Saturday 10th Memorial Hall, 12noon - 4.00pm
Trench Lunch (bring your own) Exhibition and
book signing Alan Swift - 'Abide With M¢'.
7.00 - 10.00pm Homecoming Hop Dance.
entrance by ticket only, call 01795 842272
Sunday 11th 6.00am - Piper St Margaret's Church
6.05am Torchlight procession to Memorial Wood

6.15am Short Act of Remembrance, Memorial Wood

10.30am Service of Remembrance St Margaret's

6.55pm Lighting of the Village Beacon - Brickfield
7.00pm Ringing of Bells and Short Closing Service,
St Margaret's Church Information see Parish Council

website or the church website. thesix.org.uk.
IN FLANDERS FIELDS
Friday 9th & Saturday 10th November
Oasthouse Theatre. Rainham, Curtain up 8.00pm.
A special concert to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the end of World War One featuring
readings, poems and music from the Great War.
Box Office on 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

FLOWER FESTIVAL Remembrance Weekend
St Michael and All Angels, Hartlip
I'o commemorate the centenary of the end of
World War One. Theme “Peace and Joy'.
Saturday 10th November 11.00am - 4.00pm
Refreshments will be provided.
CONCERT - St Margaret's Church, Rainham
Rainham Ladies Choir and Vocal Chords
To celebrate the ending of WW1
Saturday 10th November, 7.00pm.
Entrance [ree but donations to Trussells and the
Medway Night Shelter will be very welcome.
We'd love you to come in dress circa 1918
For more information ring 01634 233866

DROP-IN EVENING
Wigmore Community & Residents Association
Wednesday November 14th, 7.30 - 9.00pm

Wigmore Library, 208 Fairview Road, MES 0PX,
Meet and discuss local issues with invited guests:
MP, Councillors, Council Officers, Neighbourhood
Watch Coordinator and local Community Police.
Open to all Wigmore residents (WCRA members

and non-members). Refreshments will be available.
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U Neat Feet )
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs

Tel: 01634 322591

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Hempstead Village Fayre Group
in association with All Saints' Church
Saturday, 17th November, 11.30am - 3.30pm.
Father Christmas in his Grotto, lunches, cakes.
grand raftle, children's crafis, games
and many lovely Christmas gift stalls. Free entry.
CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR
St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 17th November, 1.00pm - 3.00pm
Home made gifts, local honey. needlework. crochet,
pottery, greetings cards, jewellery and more.
Light refreshments available. www.thesix.org.uk
CHRISTMAS FUN at HEMPSTEAD VALLEY
From 12th November Christmas decorations and
lights on. Father Christmas arrives Saturday
17th November. 2.00pm and the Gift Fayre will fill
the malls for two weeks from 19th November. The
traditional Carol Concert is Sunday 9th Dec 4.45pm.
More details www.hempsteadvalley.com
CHRISTMAS CATS PROTECTION BAZAAR
Saturday 24th November, 10.30am - 2.30pm
Bredhurst Village Hall, Hurstwood Road
Cralt stalls. Bric-a-Brac, Hand made goods,
Christmas decorations. Raffle, Refreshments,
Entrance 50p, Children go free! For information
please contact Cats Protection (11634 232471
OAST HOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE
Annual Christmas Fete
Saturday 17th November, 10.00am — 1.00pm
Fundraising Concert
Saturday 24th November, 7.30pm
Fightmilk and Punching Swans
Granary Bar, Oasthouse, next to Rainham station
Admission £5 in advance, £7 on the door.
See facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions

CHRISTMAS FAYRE St Peter’s, Bredhurst
Saturday st December, 12noon — 2pm. Entry Free
Father Christmas (at St Peter’s Church) Grand Draw
Gift Stall, Cake Stall, Bulb Stall, Tombola, Games
and more! Refreshments (including Soup and Rolls)
THE FESTIVE HALL
Lower Halstow Memorial Hall
Saturday Ist December, 11.00am
The Beautiful Snow Queen from the South Pole
Fingers Crossed Father Christmas will be there too.
Ring 01795 844408 for details

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MES 0PX
r;/' Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com
- wwiwv.masteralarms.com

Fair Trader




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR OCTOBER

October is the time when the main crops in St
Margaret’s parish are generally harvested. They are
apples, pears and maize, the latter of which is grown
alongside the Lower Rainham Road and Lower
Twydall Lane. Mr Michael Blee, who once owned
Gore Farm, Upchurch told me that his resident
badgers were very fond of the maize he grew. The
badgers used to bend the stalks of maize right over so
that they could get at the cobs. I have a suspicion that
badgers have a sett in the Countryside Park and. if that
is so, they will have made tracks in the late summer
evenings to the maize fields along the Lower Road.
When the crop was first grown in this country it was
cut whilst still green and fed to cattle in June and July.
These days it is left to become as ripe as possible and
then harvested with a specialized machine that chops
up the stalks, leaves and cobs. which mixture is then
stored in silos for winter feed. In early October |
visited the Rainham Community Orchard at the
junction of Lower Bloors Lane and Lower Rainham
Road. It is a traditional orchard of Cox and Russet
apples. I was just too late: the crop had been picked
and I was later told that the net income raised of’
£1.400 was to be donated to Kent Wildlife Trust.
Volunteers are usually working at the orchard on
Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 0am to
midday and they would welcome more help with
pruning. Apple juice from this year’s fruit will be on
sale towards the end of November from Sunburst
Books and Davey the Butcher in Station Road,
Riverside Country Park and Snaftles in Upchurch.

In July of last year, along with two or three other
interested spectators, I watched a field of wheat being
harvested. The crop was cut by a massive Massey
Ferguson combine, in a field oft Otterham Quay Lane.
The gathering in of the harvest is a long-standing
event not only in the agricultural calendar but also that
of the Christian church and I was pleased that I
witnessed what was likely to be the last event of its
kind in the parish of St Margaret’s. By the time that all
of the standing wheat had been sately gathered in, we
spectators had seen rabbits and rats fleeing for cover,
along with the magnilicent specimen of a fox, which
trotted along in no obvious haste. Of more interest and
excitement to me was the harvesting of the fields that

CARPENTRY + DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING -« DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

used to take place in the one-time corn fields between
Spade Lane and Hartlip. Here | could see, if | was
lucky, both the native grey partridge and the red
legged or French partridge, as well as pheasants,
Partridges usually see yvou long before you see them.
Grey partridges tend to keep their heads down as they
scuttle for satety. Most red legged partridges will have
been hatched in an incubator and raised by hand for
the shooting season. If disturbed, they will raise their
heads so as to keep a lookout as they walk casually
away.

Grey partridges. as well as skylarks, have been
adversely affected by the massive revolution in arable
farming methods since the Second World War.
Furthermore, many of our once common corn field
plants, such as corn camomile, corn flower, corn
marigold and corn cockle, are among the country’s
rarest wild {Towers. The main exception is the
common poppy which, every now and again. will
provide a dazzling display of thousands of scarlet
petals among a cereal crop. I now write about
Ranscombe Farm which is in Cuxton, on the west
bank of the River Medway. It is a combined nature
reserve and working farm and is part of a classic
landscape of woodland. arable fields and grassland,
with a rich diversity of wildlife. Its natural features
have changed remarkable little since the 18th century.
The farm gives visitors a glimpse into an era before
modern agriculture. Of particular importance are fields
that have remained relatively unaffected by intensive
farming and have become home to some exceptionally
rare plants. The farm is owned jointly by Medway
Council and the charity Plantlife and is farmed by a
tenant. A few years ago, a field (Kitchen Field) at the
farm was deep ploughed in order to deal with a
particularly troublesome weed, the result of which was
that, quite unexpectedly, the field became covered in
the rare but once common corn cockle. The field has
become the sole remaining arable field in the UK
containing the corn cockle as a wild species. The field
continues to be sown with wheat or barley but.,
because no fertilisers and pesticides are now used, the
value of the crop is poor and the tenant farmer is
compensated for this. Apart from another field called
Longhoes. the rest of the farm is farmed
commercially, except that the field margins are
managed for flowers and their associated wildlife.
There is no need to sow wild flower seeds on the

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS
01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk

margins. No fertilisers or pesticides are added and the
soil is broken up regularly with a chisel plough
followed by a disc harrow, with the result that long
dormant seeds spring to life. Details of the reserve are
on www.plantlife.org.uk/ranscombe. Readers are
advised to take advantage ol guided walks. The corn
cockle is at its best between June and August,

Joe Ennis

Rainham and the Aftermath of War 1918-1920
With the end of the conflict on November 1 1th 1918
everything slowly reverted back to normal in Rainham
while servicemen returned home, some recovering
from wounds.

As Christmas approached influenza remained a
problem in the area and a coal shortage made matters
worse, but food and tea could be bought without
restrictions and rations were doubled. A Christmas
turkey could be bought without coupons, eggs for 5/6d
a dozen plus an additional % pound of sugar.

A public meeting held in the Church hall chaired by
Dr Penfold in January discussed a war memorial for
Rainham. Suggestions included cottage homes. a
cottage hospital, an extension to the library, baths, a
public hall, a stained glass window, a memorial tablet
in the church and an illuminated church clock tower.
Eventually, the committee decided on a cross with the
names of fallen Rainham men inscribed and to erect it
outside the church wall facing Station Road.

In June a public meeting in the Church hall welcomed
about 250 returning servicemen to the parish. A
decision was made to hold a dinner and concert at the
Church of England school in Station Road on July 5th
which about 200 men attended and local MP Major
Granville-Wheeler and Sergeant Pack gave speeches.
Peace celebrations held on July [9th began with an
assembly of children at the top of Station Road headed
by the band of the Chatham Salvation Army and a
bugle band of the Boy Scouts. They marched to
Rainham Recreation Ground for an open air
thanksgiving service. A full sports programme
followed with amusements and entertainment. Over
1,000 children had tea in the afternoon while widows
and over 60s” were served dinner at the Council
School. A fete also took place which over 2.000
people attended then a firework display and a
torchlight procession ended the day at midnight. A
sports day at Rainham Recreation Ground followed
this later in July. The Rainham and District Branch of

*» TREE MANAGEMENT
CHIPPING

e LINDS A
Frewoop & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923
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the National Federation of Discharged and
Demobilised Soldiers and Sailors organised the event
in aid of a new social club for Rainham.
Frank Marchant RN from Henry Street became the
first Rainham resident awarded an OBE for war time
achievements. He had served in the Dardanelles and as
warrant officer at the RN barracks in Chatham.
Special constables who had patrolled Rainham during
the war were later awarded certificates and medals for
their services.
After preparation of the ground for the war memorial
in November, the dedication and unveiling of the
monument took place on Sunday December 12th
1920. The memorial cross. a replica of the Cross of
[ona from the Isle of lona in Scotland stands 18%% feet
high with 100 names of fallen Rainham servicemen
inscribed on it. Rainham Congregational Church and
the cement works also had their own smaller
memorials in the form of wooden wall tablets
inscribed with names of the war dead.
With the ending of the war high unemployment and
economic downturn made life tough for many
Rainham residents who had difficulty making ends
meet, the price paid for a long and costly conflict.
David Wood

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Upchurch Choral Society, St Mary's Church,
Saturday 1st December, 7.30pm
*Gloria in Excelsis” including Vivaldi’s *Gloria®.
Entry is £5 each at the door or in advance
from Sue Rossiter, Secretary 01634 234780

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT BWAG

The Cantium Singers, 50 strong choir from Rochester.
Thursday 6th December, 7.30pm

St Peter’s Church, Hurstwood Road & afterwards a
short walk to Green Court, The Street, Bredhurst for
mulled wine. mince pies and grand Christmas raffle.
Tickets - £8 per person, ul6s free (incl refreshments).
Only n advance - 07813 785940 (eve/weekends),
email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com or buy on line

WINTER WONDERLAND, WIGMORE
Saturday 8th December 11.00am — 2.00pm
St Matthew's Church, Wigmore. Admission free.
There will be a children's maze and activities,
Father Christmas, many stalls of all kinds,
Lunches and mince pies

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business
Over 25 Years Experience
Fully insured
Free Quotations

Contact Simon

Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net

Pemere

signs Lidl




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Coo
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturda

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office; 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

B. HAYFIELD & SONS

Builders
Established 1971
All Building / Maintenance Work
Carpentry & Painting
Roofing & Plumbing

Medway 234072 or 078605 10222

&; Massage 3\

Do you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist

Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR | Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
_l"“"’*’"’

Renovations Lte

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk

Corns, Hard Skin, Verruca, Fungal Nail Infection,
Ingrowing Toe Nails, Diabetic Foot Care, Athlete’s Foot

General Nail Cutting.
In the comfort of your own home |
Trudy Boulton RGN. RM. MCFHP. MEAFHP |
Tel: 01634 371910 |

Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems,
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

53 Woodside, Wigmore e m Mggllmfj;eu;:gi Lﬁ:? [
ATKINSON BOILER CARE CALLAWAY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*QGeneral Home Improvements
For your FREE ESTIMATE

Diary 2018

November 17th - Hempstead Village Fayre with All
Saints' Church, 11.30am - 3.30pm. Father Christmas,
Lunches, Cakes, Grand Raffle, Children's Crafis,
Games and lovely Christmas gift stalls. Free entry.

November 17th - 60°s Night at the Coffee Bar, Lower
Halstow Memorial Hall, 7.00pm, Dancing to “The
Runaways® Tickets £10 include Burger, Chips and
Cofllee/Tea, bring Nibbles and Beverage Ring 01795
844408 or kayhelen2017¢@ outlook.com for details.

November 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (3rd Nov)

MNovember 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.45am
Moderate linear walk 10 miles / 16.1km, finish 3.15pm,
meet promptly Wateringbury public car park off Bow
Road near traffic lights for 9.54am bus to Tonbridge.
The perfect walk for those who hate hills 'downhill all
the way' alongside the Medway. Bring picnic lunch.
07989 753278, graham jenkinson(@blueyonder.co.uk

November 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 GR
107552 CT4 7JA Chartham Village Hall Car Park for
4.5 mile relatively easy walk with 2 moderate climbs
including Bigbury Hill. Pub at the end. Dogs Allowed

November 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th Nov)

November 19th - Wigmore W1, St Matthews Community
Centre, Drewery Drive, 7.30 - 9.30pm, various speakers
& events, Visitors Welcome, contact Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

November 19th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, The Story of
English Country Cheese, Mr Derek March, All
welcome, ring Kate Archer 01634 360797,

November 20th - GHS Floral Art Group, “Anything but
flowers!” — an arrangement using flower substitutes,
(see 6th Nov)

November 20th - RSPB Medway Local Group Hlustrated
Talk, Parkwood Community Centre, Gill, MES 9PN.
7.30 - 9.45pm, £4 *Dormice in Kent’ - Alison Ruyter,
for Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

November 21st — Play and Chat (see 7th Nov)

November 21st - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to
this cheerful group, just come along or ring 01634
388912 for more information

November 22nd ~ Wigmore Thursday Club, A Talk by
Tony Mitchell, (see 8th Nov)

November 22nd — Play and Chat (see 8th Nov)

November 22nd - Hempstead Leisure Club 'Metal
Detecting' talk Alan Bradshaw (see &th Nov)

November 23rd - Medway Geographical Society, Holy
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, Gillingham MES 6TN,
7.30 - 9.00pm, *Wandering on the Somme’ - Melanie
Gibson-Barton, contact Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

November 24th - Christmas Cats Protection Bazaar,

10.30am — 2.30pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, Craft stalls,
Bric-a-Brac, Hand made goods, decorations, Raffle,
Refreshments, Entry 50p, Children free. 01634 232471

November 24th - Quiz Night, 7.30pm, Carmel Hall, Utton
Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 118, Tables 6 — 8. £5 pp
BYO Food, Drinks and Glasses, Contact — Mike 01634
360906 email — mikew 16 blueyonder.co.uk

November 24th - Fundraising Concert, Granary Bar,
Community Oast House, Rainham, next to station,
7.30pm, Fightmilk and Punching Swans, £5 in advance,
£7 on the door, facebook.com/carefulnowpromotions

November 24th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (3rd Nov)

November 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Lindsay Floyd 07743 702049 GR
607621 TN15 7PR Stansted, Timberfield Road, The
Blackhorse PH car park for 4 mile walk on top of North
Downs, undulating route includes one quite steep
climb, lots of stiles (some quite tall). Dogs Allowed

November 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 5.5 miles / 8.8km finish
1.00pm, Meet Village Stores, Badsell Road, Five Oak
Green, Tonbridge. TN12 6RB. Parking free recreation
ground. TQ648453 coffee stop as this is a short walk.
Tony/Ann, 01634 406634, faulknera075@gmail.com

November 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, easy
circular walk 3.5 miles / 5.6km, finish 12noon, Amble
around Greenwich Park, Free Parking outside park on
single yellow lines on Sunday, Toilets available. Meet
Blackheath Gates. TQ392767 coffee stop part way
round. Paved paths around the park.

November 28th — Play and Chat (see 7th Nov)

November 28th - Gillingham Horticultural Society,
7.15pm, Annual Prize Giving and Presentation Evening
Christmas Refreshments United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham ME7 4PU., £2 Members £3
Non Members, details Call Sandie 07962 277330

Call 07791 311 251

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
| Composite doors are the future for doors.
| Over recent years the composite door market
| has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits

| RQHE?S |No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice

Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

19 Gayhurst Close
Rainham

Insured and Registered

Neil Mace

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

01634 312633
07792 244 315

10

Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

|41l Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
[0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
rﬂob“e: 07775 423744

Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

TAURUS LOCKS MEDWAY 24 HOUR | [Boarding CATNA;
UK | OCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Cattery _ £7A ';;:“‘-‘
b4 Hour Service (No call out charge) Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves it P i

o

Y P S
Rrm 1
OwnerFABtrained £ H U
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276006
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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‘% Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Eoot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening

01634 263539

No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
i ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
el NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
Lnn&ms Your Local Reliable Contractor

B James Zammit

Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

[ ]
sl Eme 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MEB 8NS
st (1) Domestic Installer

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial efc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents

: Call for a free gquote.

O Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

i

Andy Shepherd  KITCHEN

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

e Kiichens
K Bedrooms Fair Trader
amorgia | Bathrooms

Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

DESIGNER LTD

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

Est. 1982

TV PROBLEMS?

Home Electronics

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham

Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors

Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property anc
business law meluding Wills & Probate, Divorce,
L gz Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
enancy, Emplovment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consullation
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN

1

- from £150.00 plus VAT

For Free quote ning
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—iortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too smalf

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2018

November 28th - Rainham Historical Society, 7.30pm

start, Millennium Centre, Rainham, *Textus Roffensus
Rochester’s Ancient Manuscript” - Lisa Johnson,

Visitors welcome £2 per visit, Contact Mrs Olwen

O’Dowd 01634 263622 {or more information

November 28th - All Saints Women's Fellowship, Xmas
Meal Upchurch Golf Club 7.30pm — music Nick
Bosworth, details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

November 29th — Play and Chat (see &th Nov)

November 29th - Hempstead Leisure Club, 'Work of a
Registrar' talk Janet Whiffen (see 8th Nov)

November 29th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social, (see
Hth Nov)

November 30th - Rainham Christmas Lights, Fun starts
3.45pm lights Spm See www.medway.gov.uk/christmas

December Ist — 29th - Art Exhibition, Wigmore Library
original paintings for sale by Rainham Art Group,
details email: rainhamartgroupfe gmail.com

December st - St Peter’s Bredhurst, Christmas Fayre,
12noon — 2.00pm, Father Christmas (St Peter’s Church)
Grand Draw, Gift Stall, Cake Stall, Tombola, Bulb
Stall, Games and more! Refreshments (including Soup
and Rolls), Entry Free

December Ist - Lower Halstow Memorial Hall The
Beautiful Snow Queen from the South Pole opens The
Festive Hall, 11.00am, Fingers Crossed Father
Christmas will be there too. Ring (1795 844408

December 1st - Christmas Fair, St Michael and All
Angels, Hartlip, 12noon — 3.00pm, Village 1all.
Homemade Soups with bread, Tea and Collee, variety
ol stalls and Grand Raftle.

December Ist - Pantomime *Cast- in A Spell Panto land”,
Centre, Mind, Body. Spirit, M2 services, 3 & 6.00pm
£7 adult, £5 child, proceeds The Street Angels. Tickets
01634 376507 or www.thecentremindbodyspirit.co.uk

December Ist - Upchurch Choral Society, Christmas
Concert, 7.30pm, St Mary's Church, Upchurch. *Gloria
in Excelsis” includes Vivaldi’s “Gloria®. Entry £5 each.
Details contact Sue Rossiter 01634 234780,

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Kitéhcns & Bathrooms

(_mm'\[\ home improvement service

Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation

01634 648007

December 2nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 GR
838666 MEY 7AY River Valley Upchurch Golf Course
for 3.5 mile easy local walk before Christmas lunch -
Must be booked in advance with Joan Week. No Dogs

December 3rd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 5th Nov)

December 4th - Breast Cancer Support Group, Christmas
Social, (see 6th Nov)

December 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Annual
General Meeting. (see 6th Nov)

December 4th - GHS Floral Art Group, “Xmas is coming’
— double ended table arrangement, pew end or swag,
(see 6th Nov)

December 5th — Play and Chat. (see 7th Nov)

December 6th — Play and Chat. (see 8th Nov)

December 6th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing for
Christmas Lunch, no local meeting. 07583 343782

December 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club, A Dickens of a
Christmas - Mick Lynn, (see 8th Nov)

December 6th - Christmas Carol Concert, BWAG St
Peter’s Church, Bredhurst & Green Court, The Street,
MET7 3JY, 7.30pm, Tickets - £8, ul6s free (includes
refreshments). No tickets available on the night, 07813
785940 (eve), email bwag( vanessajones.plus.com

December 7th - Games Afternoon Lower Halstow
Memorial Hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm Euchre, Whist,
RummiKub, Domino’s and more. £1.50 includes tea/
coffee, biscuits and a warm welcome (no joining fee)

December 8th - Craft Market, (see 10th Nov)

December 8th -~ Winter Wonderland, St Matthew's
Church, Wigmore 11.00am — 2.00pm.

December Yth - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, meet Harry Keane 01634 231533 07729
356835 GR 716726 ME3 71Q Higham Station Carpark
(Free) for 6.5 mile nice mainly level walk, No Dogs

December 9th - Hempstead Valley Carol Concert 4.45pm

December 10th - Rainham Flower Club, Christmas Party
“The Swinging Sixties” (see 12th Nov)

December 12th — Play and Chat, Christmas Party,
Booking essential (see 7th Nov)

December 12th - Rainham Historical Society, *A
Celebratory History of Christmas” - Andy Thomas, (see
28th Nov)

December [2th — All Saints Women's Fellowship,
Christmas at Home, (see 14th Nov)

December [2th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Organist - Andrew Nix, (see 12th Nov)

December 13th - Free Films at St. Mary’s! St. Mary
Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green, 2.00pm, free

entry & refreshments. No need to book. 01634 324783

December 15th - Newington Christmas Craft Fair, 10am —
2pm, Village Hall, To book a stall, Jayne 07799 137548

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.50 per line per month

Box Ads: £30.00 per month

£84.00 3 months paid in advance

Please email wording & vour address,
See p2 for contact details & copy dates
GARDENING T1 .ady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul. Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
cte. Phone Shaun on correct number
07795 436 140 (sorry wrong in
Octlober) Leave message if no reply.
TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out.
For more details ring 01634 306387
VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342

or email enquiriesi@loastcentre.org
WWw.oastcentre.
Facebook: (@ The Oast Rainham.

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

MRfixIT HOME.& GARDEN
Repairs and installations. All

work guaranteed 07704934681,
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Ower 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
earden maintenance, Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesghtterparty.co.uk
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), Yam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality. deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!

(1634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

(1634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years™ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons, ISM member. 01634 365453
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofis, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting,

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions, Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111.
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 0793(} 183466,
HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew 01634
613871 or 07708 508 193
BALLROONM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Iri
evenings. First lesson FREE.

For more info call Julie 07983 397 439
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to leamn, all ages, 1-2-1ar
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
erinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages. Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem

just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is fiee.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —-Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon, For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC spec falist. 01634 871808.

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I lam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorelreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome,

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
ACTION FORUM COPY DATES 2019
now available as an A4 year planner free to
download / print on www.thenet.uk net
LEARN TO PRUNE APPLE TREES.
Rainham Commumnity Orchard is looking for
volunteers to help prune our 5 acres of trees.
For more info call Jo on 07407 615451 or
visit the orchard, Lower Bloors Lane,

MES TTR Tues or Thurs 10-12.

ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop.

To book phone 01634 235507,
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for
St Margaret’s Church. Call Gavin
Strudley on 01634 261643 or mobile
07957 884 335,
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DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
* Member of Gas Safety Register
+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
= Landlord Gas Safety Reports
* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

| AP Services RAINHAM

Cliffewoods
Scaffolding
Ring: 07512 166526 or
07518 350523
Email:
steve-tweedley@outlook.com

Your local reliable
scaffolding contractor

Rainham Based
MASSAGE THERAPIST
Massage away, pain, stress and
tension with a potentially immune
boosting therapeutic treatment to
head, neck. shoulders, back or face
Each 60 minute massage treatment
is tailored to you for only £30
Pre-paid gift certificates also available

Call or text Mel -
07590 381831 Email
mel.almond66@gmail.com

Do you have windows
or doors that

Don't op

e d

or close

Conservatory roof le

1634 789025 / 07950 761061

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE
Square or Landscape
Shape
£30 per month
£84 for 3 months

Email af@thenet.uk.net
or call Hamish 1634 310011

9.00am—5.00pm Monday to Friday

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

[Situated in a quiet rural location in an area of
joutstanding natural beauty, boarding is for
-ats only.

4 completely new cattery, fully compliant with|
2Ll new legislation. FAB accre dited care
provided.

iewings welcomed by appointment

mtact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 2350372

Email: info@whiske rslodge, comy
Web: www, whiskerslodge. con

Gefion Dog Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

@PA\@ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BCOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham

We welcome browsers to our new extended floor

space in Sunburst Books and have thousands

more books for you to see and enjoy.

Come visit and see our vast range of good used

books, DVD'’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.

We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
¥ Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5,00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / Est 1971
Plumbing & /safe
Heating Chris Hallet

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

por o osmstes o 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, "
fuse boards =
& full rewires st (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms - Doors _i
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

o
oomEsTIC 7
westaiem [==)

S
<[]7 CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERSLTD| 50T ATION
Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appaintment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MEB 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcuriains co.uk

Plastering
Skimming, Coving, g
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,

Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Te:01634 379822  Ag"
Mob: 07897 498189 St

Free Surveys & Quotes

‘@H’MWEH&

| Fair Trader
i

e 24 hour Personal Service
= Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY

Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

A private family owned and run business

s Home visits if preferred
» Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

.

s Private Chapels of Rest .

s Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 Mew Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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