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AN INDEFENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA -

Recent pictures of the Howard School campus. Rainham Secondary Boys School moved
from Orchard Street to this purpose built site in September 1968, fifty years ago. When
Gillingham Grammar School moved from Third Avenue, Gillingham in 1975 it became the
bi-lateral Secondary/Grammar School that it is today. See Alan Major’s letter on page 2
and David Wood’s article on page 9.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
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07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

My assumption that the boys in our front cover photo
last month would match the names supplied for a year
later was wrong! Only three actually appear. Derrick
Cooper middle row left hand side with Barry
Mullarkee seated next to him and Andrew Page back
row extreme left. Apologies to the others named - we
hope to include your 1957/58 picture in the future.
Four years ago, largely due to the inspired ceramic
poppies display in London, we were all very well
informed as the centenary of the outbreak of the Great
War approached. The United Kingdom declared war
on Germany on August 4th 1914, ‘Blood Swept Lands
and Seas of Red” was an art work in the moat of the
Tower of London. between July and November 2014.
It consisted of 888,246 ceramic red poppies, each
representing a British or Colonial serviceman killed in
the War. The artist was Paul Cummins and the title
was taken from the first line of a poem by an unknown
World War [ soldier. Back in 2014 a £40 million First
World War Centenary Cathedral Repairs Fund was
launched by the government inviting applications from
Catholic and Church of England cathedrals to address
urgent repair works. The fund prioritised making
buildings weatherproof, safe and open to the public as
well as ensuring they would be in a good condition to
host acts of remembrance for the centenary of the First
World War armistice in 2018. Rochester Cathedral
Received a total of £823.000 which helped to repair
and replace aging roof structures. The Cathedral is
joining organisations across Medway in hosting a
*5.000 Poppies” exhibition this November which will
feature thousands of poppies knitted by the local
community to commemorate the anniversary. Through
the summer visitors will have an opportunity to knit
poppies at the Cathedral. The 5000 poppies movement
began as a small personal tribute by two Australian
women Lynn Berry and Margaret Knight to honour
their fathers who both fought in World War II, and has
become an international tribute of respect and
remembrance to those who have served in all wars,
conflicts and peacekeeping operations. If you would
like to contribute to either the cathedral or our local
Remembrance Day appeal for knitted poppies see the
Royal British Legion website or contact Sandra Colyer
01634 362863 email sandracolyer@hotmail.co.uk

for a knitted poppy pattern.

At the moment it looks as though we are all going to
enjoy fantastic holiday weather even if we are staying
at home — so do have a very good month and make the
most of it while it lasts, we will be here again in
September.

Corres pondence

SILVER SURFE
Dear Editor,

Each year in September/October Rainham School for
Girls offer free IT sessions for people who are
complete beginners.

If any of your readers have not joined the digital
revolution, don’t know how to send an email, use a
scarch engine, construct a simple poster or just want to
use ‘word’ to write a letter, we may be able to
help. So, if you are a complete beginner and you are
interested in coming along for one hour a week for 4 —
5 weeks, one of our students will show you how to do
it, at your own pace, with your own device [or one of
our computers]. Interested?

Call 01634 362746 and ask to speak to Mrs Moon.

RAINHAM ART GROUP EXHIBITION

Dear Editor

From Friday 27th July to Saturday 1st September an
exhibition of original paintings for sale in a variety of
media and styles by local artists from the Rainham Art
Group will be held at Walderslade Village Library,
Walderslade Centre MES 9LR

Rainham Art Group is a friendly, supportive group of
artists who meet weekly. Members of the group
pursue both individual painting projects and
participate in group activities that may focus on a
theme or a famous artist.

For more information about the group please email:
rainhamartgroup(@gmail.com

RAINHAM SCHOOL for BOYS

Dear Editor,

With reference to Vic Wickenden’s letter last month.

1 left Solomon Road Council School in June 1940
following its reopening after closure due to
evacuation. I then attended Orchard Street School until
1943. My class teachers as [ progressed through the
school were as follows. First a very elderly teacher (he
seemed to us) Mr Wilbrams, bow-legged. we used to
joke he had been in the cavalry. Second class was the
teacher Vic could not name, Mr Taylor, He indeed
seemed to get satisfaction from whacking the boys. He
once hit me on the head, just passing, with the edge of
a ruler that hurt for the rest of the day. Desmond
Nicholls from Broad Walk was in the class, he was
rather *overlarge” in size. Mr Taylor frequently had
Desmond bend over in front of the class while he
wacked his backside several times for no obvious
reason. Class three was Mr Sergeant, quite the
opposite with the boys. His history lessons were often
reminiscing about his experience as a German prisoner

of war during the 1914-18 conflict. Top class was Mr
Gleadle, tall, authoritive, a good teacher who
sometimes arrived in RAF uniform and did not teach
in the afternoon when we had a replacement. While in
Mr Sergeant’s class I sat near Richard Harrison, from
Wigmore, who wanted to be an artist — [ still have one
of his drawings. I have sometimes wondered if he
achieved his ambition. We also had Mr Sneath for
metalwork and carpentry. despite the shortage of
materials (for some reason we called him Mr Slice). In
place of a regular teacher we sometimes had Mrs
Dudding, from the girls school, or Mrs Drake for
general subjects. One session a week Mr Bowden. a
music teacher, tried to teach us ‘Where a bee sucks’
etc. Mr Bowden was a quiet, rather shy, timid man
outwardly and did not have much control over us.
Sometimes it was almost hell let loose but it all
changed unexpectedly. The torment for him ceased
when the boys learned that his wife who had been very
ill had died. Our attitude changed and there was no
more baiting Mr Bowden, his classes became more
orderly and we honestly tried to learn to sing. I also
have happy memories of those years even of Mr
Taylor who was eventually called up to the RAF.
With reference to Jayne Laming’s letter Arthur Green
Newsagent and his wife are interred in the extension
of Stockbury’s St Mary Magdalene churchyard.
Alan Major

41 Heaton Road Canterbury CT1 3PY 01227 459246
2nd NORTH RAINHAM RAINBOWS.

Dear Editor
This is a local Rainbows Unit. the youngest members
of Girlguiding that meets in a school hall in Rainham
during term time. Rainbows is for girls aged 5 - 7
years. Register your interest and join our waiting list
via www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested and select the
unit from the geomap during the registration process.
Further details can be found via our facebook
community page and website.
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= TAPS = CYLINDERS
* TANKS » LEAKS

*FULL HEATING SYSTEMS

BOILERS * BATHROOMS

TEL
01634 361 767
07715 493020

SALMON WINDGWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company ST
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 36388107973 860369
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Fair Trader

FAIRVIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL - Help Needed!
Dear Editor,
Were you a pupil at Fairview Primary School in the
197057 The school has recently been donated four
reels of cine film. They are records of the following
school trips:
1972 — Belgium: 1973 —
1977 - Isle of Wight
The school is planning to digitise these and the make
a short film to include excerpts and interviews with
any former pupils who attended. If you were there, or
know someone who may have been, please contact
Robin Halls at the school. The number is 338710, or
c-mail office@fairviewprimary.medway.sch.uk.
SUMMER FAIR
Sunday 26th August, 11.00am — 3.00pm
Cats Protection Adoption Centre Bredhurst,
11 Matts Hill Road, ME9 7XA
Fun for all the family, Craft stalls, Bric-a-Brac.
Refreshments, BBQ, Ice cream,
Kids corner with inflatable slide, Raftle,
Entertainment and much more. Come and join the fun
and see our lovely cats!
Entrance Adults £1, Children Go Free!
Free parking nearby. For information please contact
Cats Protection 01634 232471
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Rainham
Beechings Way (from Pump Lane to Pembury Way),
Hereford, Monmouth, Lichfield, Ely, Truro & Ripon
Parkwood - Lyall Way
Hempstead - Lombardy Close and Pippin Croft
Wildwood, Black Rock, Statham, Coppice Court
Upchurch
Wallbridge Lane, part of Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace
If'you can help please email af@thenet.uk.net
orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

Belgium; 1974 - Guernsey
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Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af(wthenet.uk.net or 5 Mereshorough Cotlages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: August 21st 2018

August 4th - Sports & Games Afternoon, Bredhurst
Village Playing Field, 2.00 — 4.30pm, Races for all age
groups (13 and under) Refreshments and Raffle Entry
and races free. Any proceeds to St Peters Church.
Queries June Cox 01634 268544 or 07842 216116

August 4th - Annual Show, Fuchsia and Pelargonium
Society Holy Trinity Church Hall, Twydall Lane, MES
6JU. Open to the public 2.00pm. Details 01634 852519,

August 5th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Doreen Maguire 01634 376230, Manor Park
Country Park car park, St Leonards Street. West
Malling toilets and café MEI9 6PE GR678571 for 5
mile walk through field tracks and paths. Could be
muddy across fields. Dogs Allowed

August 5th — Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Hosey
Hill to Chartwell via Toy's Hill circular walk with lunch
stop at Chartwell. Leisurely 6 miles / 9.7 km (estimated
finish 1.15pm) Some good views for cameras.

August 5th - Afternoon Tea, St Michael and all Angels
Church, Hartlip, 3.00 — 5.00pm. join us for a relaxing
afternoon of tea and homemade cakes in our lovely
church yard with beautiful views across the orchards to
Rainham and help us to keep our beautiful church alive.

August 6th - 19th - Free kids' activities at Hempstead
Valley, 11.00am — 3.00pm suitable for all ages from
toddlers to grandparents, children must be supervised at
all times. Events will be held inside the centre, outside
Boots, activities see www.hempsteadvalley.com.

August 7th - Caring for Carers - Pop-in. Are you caring

for someone old or young? You are welcome, 10.00am
12noon, St. Paul's Church, Parkwood, chat over a tea/
coffee & cake. Details Maureen Cannon 01634 235723

August Tth - Breast Cancer Support Group, 7.00 —
9.00pm. Medway Hospital, Level 2, Area 7. A talk on
'Evacuation’ by Brenda a member of the support group.
Should be interesting. details contact Angela Blackwell
01634 861802 or Mobile 07761 853750

August 7th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Competition
Night. New members welcome, details 01634 366276.

August 8th - Big Bug Hunt, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 - 3.00pm, Explore the park
in search of underwater creatures and amazing mini-
beasts. £3 per child, Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Ring 01634 337432 to book.

August 8th - East Medway U3A Smallholders Club,
Springvale MES 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Leslie Allman -
Life in a Victorian Rookery in the 1840s, New
members welcome, no waiting list. Free to members, £2
for visitors. Every second Wednesday of the month.
Ring 07816 159 668 or see www.castmedwayuda

August 8th - Bredhurst W1, Village Hall, 7.30pm, George
Wildridge showing Casualty Simulation. For further
information regarding W1 activities contact our
secretary Pam Ormiston 01634 365789

August 9th - Beginners Fishing for Children, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — [2noon and 1.00 —
3.00pm, Learn the basics of fishing with a park ranger.
Aimed at beginners and those wanting to improve. All
equipment supplied. £10 per child, accompanied
children aged 8§ - 12 years. Ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 9th - Mallet & Badge Making, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon, learn to use hand tools
correctly. £3 per child, accompanied children aged 5 to
12 years. Ring 01634 337432 1o book.

Decorator + TILED ROOFING
# Plastering # Tiling b et
Established 30 years « PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
EricndIVisarvice NO JOB TOO SMALL + FULL REPAIR SERVICE
y FREE ESTIMATES For a prompt reliable service
Rusrlatots 01634 710539

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services

07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services co.uk
WWW.3 rDQﬁI'\E'T.@"}I('PN.(.O.LI

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wvcrne marnp
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

August 10th - Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

August 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Dackside Outlet
car park meet outside the Cinema ME4 4LL GR764697
for 3 mile casy stroll around St Mary's Island. Dogs OK

August [1th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm.
Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments, To book a stall (£10 each) ring 07779
366054 or email cjderaltmarkets@yahoo.com

August 12th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 5 miles / 8.1km estimated finish
12.45pm, Oare Marshes, walk on the Saxon shore way
through Luddenham to St Mary's church across to Oare
and up the creek (without a paddle) back to the reserve.

August 12th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249, Cobham Village public car park DAI2 3BN
GR670685 for 5 mile walk via Lower & Upper Bush,
Undulating walk with hilly section. Possibly some
stiles. Dogs Allowed

August 12th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am - 2.00pm. Get
involved by helping with practical tasks. Meet at the
visitor centre, Ring 01634 338191 for more information

August 13th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

August 13th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, 5t
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore MES (ONX Practical
Evening - “lkebana’ A friendly, encouraging club,
delighted to welcome experienced and novices. Do give
us a try, information see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk
or ring 01634 863034 / 01634 373928 / 01795 843180

August 13th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Chiho Sunamoto , details ring Brian
Leonard (1634 234694

August 13th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group. Millennium Centre, 2nd Monday each month to
help those in employment who have lost a loved one.
Join us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

August 14th - Butterflies and Bush Crickets, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2noon and 1.00 -
3.00pm, Soak up the summer sun with the parks

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES NHAM
CES RAI M BS 6

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Up Round Garden Care

AE RIALS Tel 01634 306692

e TV Acrials / Freesat Mob 07789 796256
Systems Installed

e FExtra TV /SKY Points

e TV Wall Mounting

e TV & Appliances Set

Garden Clearance -
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

butterlly and cricket population, make your own
butterfly or cricket. £3 per child, accompanied children
aged 5 to 12 years. Ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 15th - Flying Fish, Capstone Farm Country Park.
10.00am — 12noon, Join one of the rangers in the visitor
centre and let your imagination run away, £3 per child,
suitable for accompanied children aged 5 to 12 years.
Ring 01634 338191 to book or just turn up.

August 15th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to
this cheerful group, just come along or ring 01634
388912 for more information

August 15th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, Sue Turner *The Social History of the Potato’,
Pelargonium and Dahlia Show. New members always
welcome ring 07791 781 910 for details

August 16th - Ted’s Picnic, Riverside Country Park,
11.00am — 2.00pm, Bring a picnic and a teddy bear and
join in the fun. Storytelling, fun and games. £4 per
child, suitable for accompanied children aged 3 to 7
years. Ring 01634 337432 to book.

August 19th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Halling
Community Centre car park if open or nearby roads
ME2 1BS GR705639 for 6.5 mile circular walk via the
North Downs and Medway riverbank. Steep climb up to
North Downs. Walking on roads and tracks plus
through woodland along riverside. Dogs Allowed

August 19th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km estimated
finish 1.30pm, from Hadlow south west to Faulkners
Oast, before heading south to the River Medway. We
then head eastwards along the riverbank before joining
the Wealdway to Golden Green and back to Hadlow.

August 20th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood. 7.30pm, Members Meeting,
All welcome, ring Kate Archer 011634 360797.

August 20th - Wigmore W1, 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, speakers & events.
Visitors Welcome, interested contact Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

August 21st - Big Bug Hunt, Riverside Country Park,
10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 - 3.00pm, Explore the park
in search of underwater creatures and amazing mini-
beasts. £3 per child, Children must be accompanied by
an adult. Ring 01634 337432 to book.

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area
f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats or'l?(.

completely new cattery, fully compliant
bwith all new legislation, FAB accredited care
rovided.

iewings welcomed by appointment.

Contact: Nicholay
Telephone: 01634 235032

- Pruni Emai a@whiskerslodge. comy
Bordess - Pruning Web: www.whiskerslodge.co




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIAID

ERED ACCOUNTANTS

Accounts

Tax

Book-keeping
Payroll

Audit

Associated Services

4 Bloors Lane. Rainham,

LI R

countants.co.uk
o uk

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landiords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts

Salter-Mclean & Co

Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we ofTer an effici
to all types of business as well as a
prablems and ren

For a free initial consultation telephone

01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES 7RU

www.salter-mclean.com

and personal service
with personal tax

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 Vvisa
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MES8 8BJ (Just off Station Ra)

GREG E’éi"éi
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 _RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000

www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPFAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

01634 351575/ 07910 425 544

WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Paul’'s 1-8 Seater Taxis
v BoOOKiNgs Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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AFTERNOON TEA
St Michael and all Angels Church, Hartlip
We will be holding our famous afternoon teas on
Sundays 5th August & 2nd Sept, 3.00 — 5.00pm.
Please join us for a relaxing afternoon of tea and
homemade cakes in our lovely church yard with
beautiful views across the orchards to Rainham and
help us to keep our beautiful church alive.
CARING FOR CARERS - POP-IN
If yvou are caring for someone you are welcome on
Tuesday 7th August, 10.00am — 12noon
St. Paul's Church, Parkwood
Come, chat over a tea/coffee & cake.
For further information please contact
Maureen Cannon 01634 235723

MARKET
Saturday 11th August, 9.00am — 12.30pm
St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, Rainham
Free entry, Refreshments available
To book a stall (£10 cach) please contact email
¢jderafimarkets@yahoo.com or ring 07779 366054

KITE MAKING WORKSHOP
Capstone Farm Country Park
Tuesday 28th August, 10.00am — 12noon
Make kites then fly them in Capstones winds.
£5 per kite, for accompanied children 5 to 12 years.
Ring 01634 338191 to book or just turn up.
HEMPSTEAD HORTICULTURAL FESTIVAL
Saturday 1st September, 2.30pm
All Saints Church and Hempstead Library

Application forms for entries and schedules available

from Hempstead Library
Closing date for entries 25th August
Open to the public from 2.30pm.
Green fingered gardeners, bakers and jam makers
welcome to participate.
ART, CRAFT AND PRODUCE SHOW
Bredhurst Village Hall
Saturday 1st September, Public Entry 2.00pm
Classes for all ages and abilities. Many craft related
stalls and refreshments available.
Residents, members of St Peter’s Church, Bredhurst
Woodland Action Group (BWAG) and all Bredhurst
organisations and their relatives are eligible to enter
(see T&Cs) Download entry forms and schedules at
bredhurstvillageshow.com/home/entry/ or email
BredhurstVillageShow Nichola@outlook.com
Closing date for entries Tuesday 29th August

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

[ COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

WILL ADAMS FESTIVAL
Saturday 8th September, 11.00am - 4.30pm
Gillingham Park, Free entry.
The festival celebrates the life of Will Adams, who
grew up in Gillingham during the Tudor period
before becoming a sailor in the Royal Navy. Afier
retiring from the navy, Adams navigated a fleet of
five Dutch ships from West Africa; during this
hazardous voyage his ship ran aground on the island
of Kyushu in Japan, where he was captured,
questioned and imprisoned as a pirate. After release
he was ordered to sail to Tokyo. The Shogun was
impressed with his knowledge of shipbuilding and
navigation and Adams became a trusted aide and
diplomatic adviser. As a reward, he was granted the
honoured title of Samurai and given a small estate in
Hemi, which is now known as Yokosuka. There's
lots to see and do at the festival, including Taiko.
Meantime Drumming, martial arts, living history and
storytelling. Dogs welcome kept on leads.
NEWINGTON UNCOVERED
Newington History Group Heritage Open Days
St Mary's Church, Newington ME9 7T
Saturday, September 8th, 2.00 — 5.00pm
Sunday, September 9th, 2.00 — 5.00pm
One theme is Extraordinary Women, in recognition
of the centenary of the Universal Suffrage Act, and
will include remarkable lives of villagers past and
present. You will find out about the village's rich
heritage, including the Roman occupation,
Australian pioneers, royal connections, World Wars
and other unique stories.
Entry is free and refreshments are available.
For details contact Thelma Dudley 01795 842711 or
newingtonhistorygroup@outlook.com. Visit the
website newingtonhistorygroup.btck.co.uk
or follow @newingtonhg.
'IN FLANDERS FIELDS'
Saturday 22nd September, 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre
Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Wigmore Voices are proud to announce a varicty
show *In Flanders Field’ to commemorate the
centenary of the end of World War L.
We would love you to join us for an evening full of
fun, drama and songs. Forties dress is optional.
There will also be a licensed bar available.
Tickets £7 available from Sue on 01634 370639,

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN

No Job too small— free estimates ALARMS AN_D CCT_V
Neil Mace i ST o e e
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633 Y Email: mail@masteralarms com Fair Trader
Rainham 07792 244 315 « www.masteralarms.com
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR JULY
“The Pipistrelle or Common Bat is, in a general sense,
tamiliar to everybody, for it may be seen in the
evenings tlying everywhere, even in the streets of
crowded cities,” states my 1971 Observers Book on
Wild Animals. Those were the days; when bats were
everywhere and large, attractively coloured moths
were attracted to the lights in people’s bathrooms. |
bring readers up-to-date in writing about three fauna
that have diets of insects caught in the air. In the
spring of last year Mr W, a retired farmer who lives
along the Lower Rainham Road, phoned me in some
despair. After many years of swallows nesting in his
stables and other outbuildings, not a single swallow
had turned up. | went to see him and reminded him
about the long, hazardous journey that swallows
undertake, from South Africa and. in particular, across
the Sahara Desert. Then, out of the blue, Mr W rang
me to say, in some excitement, that a pair ot swallows
had been nesting in a part of his goat house that he
rarely enters. Young swallows were lined up along a
beam. By the time I could get down to the farm, the
young had flown and were nowhere 1o be seen. I was a
little disappointed but very pleased for Mr W. This
spring I'd heard nothing from Mr W, so I rang him.
This time he really had had no swallows. [ reminded
him of the downpours and cold east winds we had had
in the spring which could have adversely affected
swallows in the south east of the country. His darkly
lit stables and other outbuilding are ideally suited for
swallows and I hoped that he would be lucky next
spring. Enquiries at the Countryside Park on the
Lower Rainham Road revealed that swallows were
breeding in the area and I myself saw at least six
feeding over the scrub outside the Water Treatment
Plant on Motney Hill, in some of whose building those
swallows would be nesting.

The number of swifts in Rainham have dropped
dramatically over the years: no longer do we see and
hear non-breeding juveniles scream over the church
roofs and around the tower on warm sunny, summer
evenings. There is a small colony centred on the

former oasthouse alongside Rainham Station. Small
numbers of swifts can also be seen above the houses in
Third Avenue in Gillingham and in Twydall Lane. A
friend of mine, Mr G, is absolutely delighted when he
sces the first swilts ol spring, in early May, in the air
above Rainham and is quite despondent, in August,
when he sees the last of them. He rang me with news
of a group of thirty or so juveniles which he saw
screaming through Rainham. He described them as
like a crowd of hooligans from another area bent on
causing mischief. We discussed the matter, both of us
knowing quite well that one cannot treat them as
hooligans. He and I concluded that the group he saw
comprised juveniles from various colonies in the area
who had joined together for company and enjoyment.
Their screams can only be described as expression of

joy and excitement. There would also be an element of

showing off to each other and, in particular, a young
male may be seeking to impress a young female.
Much like, then, the juveniles we all know and love!
On two or three occasions a long-standing friend of
mine has rung me about the bats she has roosting,
during the summer, in the gable end wall of her house.
In particular, they roost behind the “rustic™ wooden
boards that overlap each other and which are affixed
to the triangular breeze block wall between the two
barge boards. Having spoken to me again, quite
recently, [ thought that I ought to experience for
myself the bats leaving their roost in the evening. A
date and time at the end of June having been agreed
for my visit, I decided to refresh my memory about
what were most certainly female pipistrelle bats in a
maternity roost. Pipistrelles are Britain’s smallest bat
and are the most common ones to be seen in towns,
They fly with rapid twists and turns and, in flight, they
can frequently be heard uttering shrill, little squeaks.
The young are born between early June and mid-July
in maternity roosts which consist almost exclusively
of females. Each female usually has just one young
which is born bald and blind and is suckled by its
mother. Those with young to feed may take several
feeding trips during the night whilst their youngsters
are left inside the roost, hanging upside down, in the
care of the creche. Female pipistrelles can be active

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
[Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
[Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

[So call today for a great deal, peace of
Imind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
r\ﬂobile: 07775 423744

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

|Boarding
Cattery

ed in an area of
ding natura

ity

D 3 =
Owner FAB trained YEFDHUW
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate up
to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906

Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk

Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent. ME7 3JR

within the roost during the day, especially if young are
present and the roost gets very hot. Chattering may be
heard. It may also be noisy at the time for leaving the
roost as dusk approaches. The young are weaned in six
weeks, so the earliest ones to be born may have been
weaned by the end of August. Most maternity colonies
start to disperse in September. On the appointed
evening my friend (Mrs J) and 1 settled ourselves
down in a garden seat each, on the drive, with a good
view of the gable end. [ asked her how many bats we
could expect to see and she said that she counted
forty-nine the evening before but there could have
been more if she had stayed longer. About twenty
minutes after sunset the first bat fTew out, followed in
quick succession by others from different crevasses in
the planks. We began to count them together. Some
turned down one side of the house and some to the
other but all then headed in the direction of Cozenton
Park. The exodus was all over in half an hour and,
quite amazingly and almost unbelievingly, we counted
ninety-three bats, repeat ninety-three. Bearing in mind
the date of my visit, at the end of June, some of the
females might already have given birth and some
might still have been pregnant. The exodus was an
awe-inspiring wildlife spectacle, here in Rainham, and
Mrs J and [ had the privilege of being the only people
to witness that particular evening’s performance.

Joe Ennis

THE HOWARD SCHOOL in the Early Years
Moving from Orchard Street to the 36 acre site at
Derwent Way in September 1968, the boys found the
new school much more spacious. Many were puzzled
with the name and thought it derived from the building
company that had constructed the site. In reality the
building was named after Dorothy Howard who had
served as Education officer for Medway and had been
active in local community and political affairs.

With a school population of about 500, Mr Bacon
served as headmaster. Most of the Orchard Street staff
continued although a few retired while well-known
caretaker Mr Millgate remained at Orchard Street
when the transfer took place.

Mr Newell continued as the art teacher and later
became acting-head after the retirement of Mr Bacon,
while Mr Gibbs continued as the principal English
teacher, the librarian and wrote the annual school play.
He left the school soon after its opening to teach at the
former Sittingbourne teacher training college.

* TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING

ranrve o LINDS A

- MULCH

+ FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

Mr Patterson served as geography teacher and Mr
Barnes maths. Mr Powell continued teaching science
later became deputy-headmaster and Mr Rotherham
continued teaching craft and organised the school
football and cricket teams before retiring aged 81
during the late 1990s. Mr Groves, a muscular rugby
player and athlete, taught PE and games. New teacher
arrivals included Mr Ansell and Mr Bullen who also
played for Rainham Cricket Club, Mr Clark who
taught PE and Vaughan Jenkins, a rotund Welshman
with a booming voice. Sixth former Alan Suttie from
Maidstone Road, who later became a graphic artist in
London, served as head-prefect.
Because the playing fields were new a large number of
stones appeared from below the surface, so many
school football matches were played at the Langton
Playing Fields, during the summer some home cricket
matches were played at Berengrove Park. A red gravel
arca existed for football practice but boys complained
of serious leg grazes after falling over and the orange
dust stuck to their clothes. Outdoor artificial nets
existed for cricket practice but the playground was
preferred by pupils for sport. With a big gym, spacious
science labs, well-lit classrooms and a dining hall, the
new school had better facilities than previously.
Well-known pupils from the period included George
Meegan who later became the first person to walk
from the tip of South America to the top of North
America for which he is in the Guinness Book of
Records. Footballer Derek Hales played for Luton,
Charlton, West Ham, Derby and Gillingham. He later
returned to the Howard School as a part-time football
coach. Stuart Hart became landlord of The Angel pub
in Station Road and worked as a familiar scrap metal
collector around Rainham while Raymond Hales.
Alfie Fisher, Andy Findlay, Geoff Stone, Mick
Arnold. Peter Heath and Malcolm Young became well
-known local footballers.
With the closure of Gillingham Grammar School, the
pupils from there moved to the Howard School in
1975 where they formed the grammar section of a new
bi-lateral school, one of only five in the United
Kingdom led by headmaster Mr Hicks. This
amalgamation of the old Rainham Secondary School
with Gillingham Grammar expanded the Howard
School population to about 1,500 boys. The school
remains one of the largest in Medway today.

David Wood.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Professional Family Business
Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured
Free Quotations
Contact Simon
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724
Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, C nnk._h Ete.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Sa Tam 1o Ypm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

/&, Massage ﬁg;g

_._._.-‘

(;

Do ,rnu need to de stress and relax
Ever considered massage?

Professionally qualified massage therapist

Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones ma
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
TellFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING -

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07200 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR i Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
L L

Renovations Ltd

01634 389675
www.hprenovations.co.uk

07721 365 630
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

Garden Machinery Services

For all petrol garden machinery
& small engine servicing and repairs
Collection & Return available

Call Chris on 07789796256
email seedlings@email.com

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*General Home Improvements
For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07791 311 251

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT

Composite doors are the future for doors.

has experienced massive growth as
consumers recognise their benefits

Over recent years the composite door market |

En%Hm E |No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice

Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

] Neat Feet )
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
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Diary 2018

August 21st - Willow Weaving, Capstone Farm Country
Park, 10.00am — [2noon and 1.00 - 3.00pm, Try willow
weaving- a taster session for true beginners. £5 per
person, suitable for adults and children from age eight.
Ring 01634 338191 to book or just turn up.

August 22nd - Beginners Fishing for Children, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10am — 12noon and 1.00 — 3.00pm,
Learn the basics of fishing with a park ranger. Aimed at
beginners and those wanting to improve. All equipment
supplied. £10 per child, suitable for accompanied
children aged & - 12 years. Ring 01634 338191 to book.

August 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am, Meet Stephen Manning 07551712438
Whitstable Station car park Old Bridge Road (charge)
for 7 mile Crab & Winkle easy walk to Canterbury.
Return by bus - Bring your Bus Pass! Dogs Allowed

August 26th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km estimated
finish 1.30pm From Ryarsh north to the North Downs
Way, then eastwards to Paddlesworth, Birling Ashes
and Birling Wood before heading back to Ryarsh.

August 26th - Summer Fair, Cats Protection Adoption
Centre Bredhurst, 11.00am — 3.00pm, Fun for all the
family, Adults £1, Children Free, Details 01634 232471

August 27th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

August 28th - Kite Making Workshop, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Join the rangers
making kites in the visitor centre then wrap up warm to
fly them in Capstone’s rather bracing winds. £5 per
kite, suitable for accompanied children aged 5 to 12
years. Ring 01634 338191 1o book or just turn up.

August 29th - Wild Biscuit Decorating, Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Join a ranger and decorate
your own “tasty toad, flavoursome fox, delicious duck’
or a design of your own on a ‘wild” biscuit, £3 per
child, suitable whole family. 01634 337432 to book.

All September - Art Exhibition by Local Artist Wynne
Prescott Dip SBA *Back to Nature” Watercolours of
flowers. plants, birds and butterflies, Rainham Library
during normal opening hours. All work is for sale at
reasonable prices, details ring 01634 312387

BB
Property Services

Painting & Decorating,
Plumbing, Carpentry,
Plastering and Tiling

Call Barry Baker
on 07849 418

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

September 1st - Bredhurst Village Art, Craft and Produce

Show, Village Hall, Exhibitors 9.00am, Public Entry

2.00pm, open to all connected to Bredhurst, closing date

Tuesday 29th Aug see bredhurstvillageshow.com/home/

entry/ or BredhurstVillageShow Nicholat@outlook.com

September st - Hempstead Horticultural Festival,
2.30pm. All Saints Church and Hempstead Library,
Open to the public 2.30pm. Green fingered gardeners,
bakers and jam makers welcome to participate.

September 2nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am.
Leisurely circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km estimated
finish 2.00pm. From Doddington to Greet - Lady
Margaret Manor and return via Otterden Park.

September 2nd - Afternoon Tea, St Michael and all
Angels Church, Hartlip, 3.00 — 5.00pm. Please join us
for a relaxing afternoon of tea and homemade cakes
whilst enjoying the peace and tranquillity of our lovely
church yard with beautiful views across the orchards to
Rainham and help us to keep our beautiful church alive.

September 4th - Breast Cancer Support Group, 7.00 —
9.00pm, Medway Hospital, Level 2, Area 7. For more
information please contact Angela Blackwell 01634
861802 or Mobile 07761 853750

September 4th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club. Berengrave Lane, Caroline
Halfpenny — Alhambra Palace Garden. New members
welcome, details from 01634 366276.

September 4th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, *Do your own thing™ - practice night pre-
show discussion, new members welcome, first visit
free, no experience needed. Just come along and receive
a friendly welcome. Parking available on site or public
parking nearby. For details contact Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebuss(@ btinternet.com

September 5th - Upchurch Horticultural Society Planning
Meeting at 97 Chaffes Lane starting at 7.30pm to make
arrangements for the September Show.

September 6th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, *A Voice from Victorian
London” - Leslie Allman, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details.

September 7th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday
9.45am to help those who have lost a loved one. Join us
for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

@D CERFACE®

FOR TILES

Supply & Fit Service
272 Canterbury Street, Gilingham, MET 5XR|
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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Eoot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

!5? Cliff’'s Mobile Foot Care 5

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRADING

Your Local Reliable Contractor
APPROVED James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

mliz=sm 11 Famham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
sameanc (1) Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd oo ER 1D
Suppliers and Installers of Quality
- TRUST Kitchens
Q RK Bedrooms Fair Trader
e e 2 Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken

bumper repairs, scratches and dents
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

-
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Ll nWOOd

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0650 7338 Est. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

Creentd

LAl K ' EH U BS T
Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555

Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enguiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

[For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made fo measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more Mo job too small
Prompt and Reliable Service|
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September §th & 9th - Honey Show, Medway Beekeepers
Association, Elmecourt Garden Centre, Capstone Road,
Gillingham ME7 3JQ during normal opening hours.

September 8th & 9th - Newington Uncovered, Heritage
Open Days, St Mary's Church, Newington ME9 7IT,
2.00 — 5.00pm, Entry free, refreshments available.

September 8th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm,
Millennium Centre, Rainham, Free entry,
Refreshments, To book a stall (£10 each) ring 07779
366054 or email cjderaftmarkets(ayahoo.com

September 8th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, Annual
Autumn Show, Exhibits 8.00 to 8.30am. Open For
Viewing From 2.00pm, United Reformed Church Hall,
Balmoral Road, Gillingham ME7 4PU, details Call
Sandie 07962 277330

September §th - Will Adams Festival - Gillingham Park,
Mid-Kent Astronomical Society Stand, [1.00am -
4.30pm ME7 5LJ. Free entry. Dogs welcome on leads.
See website www.midkentastro.org.uk for details.

September 8th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm. New and experienced dancers
welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388540.

September 9th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km estimated
finish 1.30pm. A circular walk from Penenden Heath
via Detling and Boxley.

September 10th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St
Matthews Church Hall, Wigmore MES ONX
Demeonstration ‘Diamonds” by Avril Hill For more
information see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring
01634 863034 /01634 373928 / 01795 843180

September 10th - Rainham Community Choir, New term
starts, 7.00pm, Howard School, Rainham, New
members welcome on a free 2-week trial basis.

September 10th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - Tony Stace, (11634 234694

September [0th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 —4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

September 10th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those still in
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us fora
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

September 12th - East Medway U3A Smallholders Club,
Springvale ME8 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Leslie Allman -
Life in a Victorian Rookery in the 1840s, New
members welcome, no waiting list. to members, £2 for
visitors. Every second Wednesday of the month. Ring
07816 159 668 or see www.eastmedwayu3a

September 12th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Queen Elizabeth 11 -
Dean Caston, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

September 13th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, “Two in Harmony™ - Sue
Burrows and Roger Isaacs, for over 50s ring 01634
234712 for details.

September 14th - Mid-Kent Astronomical Society
(MKAS), Habitable Zones around Stars; Rebecca
Whentringhame, 8.00pm, Bredhurst Village Hall, See
website www.bredhurstvhall.co.uk or ring 07969
878211 for more information

September 15th - Show Day, Rainham Horticultural
Society, St Margaret’s Millennium Centre, 2.00 -
4.00pm. New members welcome, 01634 366276.

September 15th - Upchurch Horticultural Society
September Show in the Barn to the rear of 97 Chaffes
Lane. Open to the public at 2.00pm. Ample parking,
refreshments, plant stall, auction of exhibits and raftle

September 16th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 6 miles / 9.7km estimated finish
1.15pm. A circular walk from Fenn Street - open fields,
Thames riverside views.

September 17th - Wigmore WI, 7.30 - 9.30pm, St
Matthews Community Centre, Drewery Drive, various
speakers & events. Visitors Welcome, interested
contact Chris Ellson 01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan
01634 268611

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment » Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete home improvement service
Call Now for your free, no

obligation design consultation

01634 648007

www kitchensandbathroomskent.com

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD

WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Terry’s of
Upchurch, 13 The Street, Riverside
Country Park, Lower Rainham Road or
from the orchard 10-12 am Tues &
Thurs, For more information see the
orchard page on www.thenet.uk.net

PIANO LESSONS HEMPSTEAD
Experienced teacher (EPTA member}
ALCM, ALCM (TD) Cert.Ed.

Adult beginners -Daytime tuition
Please phone Wendy, 01634 360176

GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 /0796 3842 503
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jaze, Reggae,
cte. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 410
Leave message if no reply.
VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email
enquiries@oasteentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: @ The Oast Rainham.

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets.
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

MRfixIT HOME.& GARDEN
Repairs and installations. All

work guaranteed 07704934681,
HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30) years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leafl collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

SARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
11634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), Yam® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

(11634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofls;sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable. prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,
TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Na call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or (7961 951 254
THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.

THE NET EXHIBITION OF
volunteer groups Tues 2™ October.

An opportunity to promote your club,
society or charity with up to 100 others
in Chatham Historie Dockyard.

For details see www.thenet.uk.net
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available,
01634 364985 07930 183466.
HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing, Call Andrew 01634
613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes, New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings, First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 17983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 12 1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling. Lopping. Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Retums,
Payroll. If you have a problem
Just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a fiee no obligation estimate.
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Partics & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

(07434 672418,

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077,
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315707766 980 732

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Frece
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services

1 Tam (with children’s activitics) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187

STMATTHEW’'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..

LADIES ONLY BADMINTON
Menway BapMinton Association Hav
100 CastremMaine Ave, GiLLincias MET 208
Tuespax 1.00 - 3.00pm
WEDNESDAY 10.004M - 12N00N
Fripay 1L00AM—L1.00em
£3 PER SESSION AND S0P FOR SHUTTLES

FREE PARKING
Free Racker Hire
CHaNGING Faciimies
LiGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

01634 572187 ok iman

MEBABADMINTON @ BTCONNECT.COM

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Salety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

« Landlord Gas Safety Reports

= Fires, ( ‘ookers, Hobs Fitted &

.21!1: !.t11u=_"

NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ney Service with

| Guttering / Fascias / Soffits

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

Interior & Exterior Painting

Fencing / Paving / Decking

Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

Maz's Catering
High Quality Private Caterer
with over 30 years experience.

Catering for events

including weddings,
parties, corporate events,

christenings
and many more.

Hog Roasts also available,
Visit us at
www.mazscatering.co.uk,
Phone: 07757 528 082,
Email: contacti@ mazscatering.co.uk

'Window Fix Direct|

Do you have windows
or doors that...

Don't open or close p __rI 7
Have condensation inside the unit?
Are draughty when closed?
Conservatory roof leak?

01 634 789025 /07950 761061
www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Ccall - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
+ Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2, 3 & 4 yard Skips
NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY

Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog '_rraining Club
‘2,.»,

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Oast Community Centre,
Granary Close, Rainham

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dﬂf!"i of courses

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS]|

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

@:{Qﬁ§ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES
FLAT ROOFING

Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD's plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
¥ Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s o
Plumbing & safe|
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROQFS, NEW ROOFS

Foro ssimaes wesrore 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “alf”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets,
fuse boards i =
& full rewires waTAR =]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

-
-In: =
st (2]

A T FREE NO
E_;j : CRYSTAL OBLIGATION
\ CUR I'_.ﬁllil_& BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds . Awnings
Call 01634 817807 foran appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

s plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,

Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822

e 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY

Kent MEB BAR Car parking available

Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG Fair Trader Mob: 07897 498189 ""'_r"f’;:j
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W. www crystalcurtains. co.uk Free Surveys & Quotes
Jn time of need ...
Funewal Directons [SATFY

A private family owned and run business
s Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

* Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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