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Rainham County Secondary Schools built in
Orchard Street, Rainham in 1932 to provide
all the requirements for a modern Secondary
education (boys school to the left and girls
to the right). The masters of the Boys School
pictured soon after the school opened long
before ‘Tich’ Rotherham joined the staff in
the 50s, however he may have recognised
some of the long serving members.

Standing from the left: 7, Mr Newell,

Mr Sneath, Mr Thomas, Mr Chisholm,

Mr Pharaoh, Mr Fenton. Seated: Mr
Sargeant, Mr Smith (Headmaster), Mr Nye.
See page 3 for more about Mr Rotherham.

orna elizabeth
Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES|




Next Issue July 7th 2018

Copy Date: June 26th

Editorial: Barbara Mackay Miller
Advertising: Hamish Mackay Miller
Action Forum Office

4 Saracen Close, Gillingham Business Park
Gillingham MES 0QN

Telephone: 01634 310011

Email: afidthenet.uk.net

Editorial

The Hawthorn blossom has been fantastic this year,
except that is in our garden where we hardly get more
than half'a dozen small patches of white throughout
the entire tree. Still we can admire the many miles of
hawthorn hedgerow enclosing the local fields and
lining our lanes. The air around the hawthorn is heavy
with scent and insect life. According to Jonathan
Tulloch in his Nature Notebook feature in The Times
the hawthorn, besides giving shelter to birds, is home
to more than 300 British insect species, third only to
oak. willow and birch that can claim more dependants.
Apparently hawthorn is such a mainstay of the
ccosystem that they are the most frequently used tree
in English place names and when given the alternative
name of May the only plant to be named after a
month. This of course is where we get the saying
*Change not a clout till May be out’ referring to either
the tree or the month whichever suits the occasion the
best.

Joe Ennis writes this month (see page 8) of the
‘Coronation Meadow” at Marden, one of an ambitious
project undertaken by the Prince of Wales to nurture a
truly outstanding wild flower meadow in every county
to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Queen’s
coronation in 1953. On a glorious spring afternoon in
May, inspired by his article, I took a sneak preview of
Marden Meadow. The carpet of orchids was
magnificent, we obviously hit just the right week. I do
hope if you decide to visit you are able to enjoy the
many other wild flowers in the meadows even if the
orchids are over.

Unbelievably, I still think of it as the ‘new’ school,
this year Rainham School for Girls is celebrating 50
years on their campus site. The Boys school moved
from Orchard Street (Rainham Secondary Boys) and
Third Avenue (Gillingham Grammar) to combine as a
bilateral school a year earlier. If you were one of the
original girls school pupils or staff in the new building
in 1968 you are invited to contact the school via Ms K
Moon 01634 362746 or email kmoon(@rsg.org.uk for
an invitation to the celebrations. Coincidentally,
following David Wood’s article in March, several
readers have written with memories (good and bad) of
*Tich” Rotherham a long serving master at the Boys
school. It seems that many of us have very long
memories when it comes to our school days.

Whilst the sun is shining, the sky is blue and everthing
around us is fresh and green, now is the time to get out

and enjoy the “‘Garden of Engfland” and all this corner
of the country has to offer. Do have a very good
month and we will be with you again in July.

Correspondence

MEMORIES of RAINHAM

Dear Editor

Every now and again [ see something in AF that
catches my eye and [ say to myself I really must write
something about that, but being the lazy individual
that I am I never do. But, in the last edition there were
mwo articles and I thought, I really must get my act
together, Hence, a couple of rather long stories.

Story number 1: Hmmm! 'Tich' Rotherham: 'Long
term serving Rainham teacher'. no doubt many of your
male readers who thought P.T. and football and cricket
were wonderful, will remember Tich and have fond
memories. Hmmm! I am not able to say the same.
There was I, eleven years old in 1958, my first week at
Orchard Street Secondary Modern School and not
having a clue (life hasn't changed much for some of
us). First week, first games lesson, football (oh, but
hate football), our first games teacher is Rotherham.
Five of us didn't have football boots. We are 11 years
old! We didn't even know we were supposed to have
football boots! We had plimsolls, vest, shorts, towel,
all stated in a letter as sent to parents, nothing about
football boots. Large numbers of parents, including
my own, at that time were not very well-off (unlike
teachers), and with a school uniform and all the rest
were made even worse off. All five of us, a detention
from this awful little man! Just like that. 1 didn't even
know what a detention was. Parents were brought into
play for that. We were 11 years old! I will never forgot
that, and I never ever forgave it!

Every now and again we were slippered (more
correctly plimsolled) by most, but not quite all of the
staff. I think everyone in our form received a whack.
Most of the times (not all that many) | was whacked 1
never even knew what I had done wrong. Unlike many
people I still believe in adolescents (and adults) being
whacked (in public). Yep, I know that is totally,
politically incorrect. But if you are a bully, or
continually violent, or a compulsive vandal that is the
only thing such an individual understands. That's
called a punishment, nothing else, just punishment for
not being prepared to treat other people with respect.
But, running down a school corridor or not wearing a
tie when it is 70 degrees in the shade. Oh, 'come on?'. 1
ended up being a prefect (I wouldn't have done it now)
and one day at the 'bun shop' the lads were larking
around (as lads do) inside. [ was outside. Crash, a
window gets broken. One of those inside, who
shouldn't have been there was a Piers Morgan in the
same class as myself. (Yep, he did become a
newspaper reporter, but it's not thar Piers Morgan,
unbelievable). Anyway. Piers was quickly out and all
the rest of us made cover stories. The lies I had to tell
the headmaster, 'Rasher' Bacon. Whilst Piers wasn't a

close friend he was still a mate and that's what you do,
It was an accident, not vandalism. Should those who
were larking around have to pay for a new window,
"Yes, of course they should', whether then or now, but
it was an accident. no-one planned to do something
wrong. The amount of whacking and detentions that
would have been handed out for that - the 'larkers’
would probably still be in detention. [ was not over-
fond of school.
Most of us are not good at every sport, many of us are
not good at any sport. Sports-wise I only enjoyed the
100 yard and 200 yard sprint. If that is what you are
reasonably competent at, then get the training /
teaching for that specific sport. The proper bending,
weight lifting, breathing exercises. [ doubt if most
sports teachers then (or now?) even knew there were
specific exercises you could do which may have made
you that little bit faster, stronger, fitter. | now know
what those specific exercises are, but only found out
decades later. There was no point in muggins, a total
weed, putting the shot, I could hardly lift the thing. As
for playing 'team sports'. Oh how I hated team sports
and as for learning to swim at the Strand at 9 a.m. on
an April morning. You are of course joking! The
teachers, including Tich, never went into the water. [
wonder why not? I was also pretty useless in the class
room as well, but a few subjects, such as history I did,
thankfully, enjoy.

Alan Ward

18 Fane Way, Parkwood, MES 9TD
Editor: Second Story to be included in a later issue.

ERIC *TICH" ROTHERHAM

The end of the Christmas term 1949, when [ left
Orchard Street Boys, Mr Rotherham arrived on his
hand gear change motor cycle in ore to all the boys.
Until that time Mr Newell, *Old Bert” as he was
affectionately known, who could aim a piece of chalk
with great precision at any boy not paying attention,

was the sole and greatly respected art teacher. He
could turn his hand to anything creative with great
skill and professionalism. With the school roll
increasing there was need of another art and crafi
specialist namely Mr Rotherham. As with the help of
Mr Newell I had left Rainham Boys, after gaining an
Art School Scholarship, Eric and my paths did not
cross until [ returned in 1957 as an Art Teacher having
completed my National Service in Suez. Becoming
involved as an art examination assessment chairman
in the 1970s and 80s for the C.S.E and GCSE Art
examinations we frequently met and due to our

Rainham Boys connection became friends. Eric’s
great enthusiasm for creativity was an inspiration to
all art and craft teachers. Sadly this is lacking today
especially among head teachers who seem to consider
Maths and English as the only subjects that matter.
(How wrong they are!)

Recently talking to Heather Haythornthwaite, of
Hazelnut Press in Rochester who taught with Eric, we
agreed that the devotion he put into his pottery and
other crafts is sadly deficient in schools today. If this
is not resolved the world will be a poorer place.

Eric Rotherham was a great role model for both staff
and students, although small (hence his nickname
‘Tich’) even with senior boys towering over him he
was greatly respected. (Incidentally the teacher
recently crowned ‘Teacher of the Year’ is an art
teacher.)

After spending 43 very enjoyable years in secondary
and art school teaching [ have come out of retirement
at 83 to teach drawing voluntarily at a local primary
school. | have been greatly impressed with the
eagerness shown by the children but also very
concerned about the small amount of time devoted to
creative education.

John K Austin NDD(BA) ATD.
Artist and Calligrapher
14 Sandown Drive
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* TANKS » LEAKS 01634 361 767 !

* FULL HEATING SYSTEMS
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Installers of Quality Products for 30 years

Energy efficient "A rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Truvit e Family run independent company

For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 .,07973 860369
www.salmonwindows.co.uk

Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Wageinred Company

) Berengrave Service Station  STREESR
FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIS
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Lower Rainhiam R, Raiskam, MES 7TY - wiww bersagraveserviosstationssm [ 211111 T BiR®Ti

Home Help Service 15
AtHome Out & About iy
* Housework * Visiting the shops Toke Cure

* Support fo

= Respite sitting L Caring For Your independence
* Well-being visits nppumtrl_‘nems Please call us on:
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Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

aff@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: June 26th 2018

June 2nd — Fun, Food & Craft Day, Medway Queen
Restoration, 10.00am — 4.00pm, Gillingham Pier

June 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6 miles / 9.7km finish 1.15pm, park
Sissinghurst Castle, £2 non-members, TN17 2AB,
TQRO3375, Nice flat walk. Contact: Len, (11634
319391, lenbeadle(wblueyonder.co.uk

June 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Margaret Poll 01634 376080, Tankerton Marine
Parade near café, opposite St Anne Road, toilets, CT5
2BW GR118673 for 8 mile walk to Herne Bay along
coast path & return. No Dogs

June 3rd - Spring Fair, Cats Protection Adoption Centre
Bredhurst, 11.00am - 3.00pm Fun for all the family,
Adults £1, Children Free, Details 01634 232471

June 3rd - Afternoon Tea, St Michael and All Angels
Church, Hartlip, 3.00 — 5.00pm.

June 4th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St

Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new

members welcome, details 01634 230500
June 5th - Breast Cancer Support Group, Medway
Hospital, Level 2, Area 7, 7.00 — 9.00pm. Penny
Auction, details 01634 861802 or 07761 853750
June 5th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Russell

Bowes - The Arts of the Folly, New members
welcome, details from 01634 366276,

June 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm, United
Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road. Workshop
with Viv O'Sullivan with a contemporary twist
(layering), new members welcome, f{irst visit free, no
experience needed. Just come along for a friendly
welcome, 01634 232998 or kayebuss@btinternet.com

June 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 8 miles / 12.9km, finish 2.30pm Meet
outside church St Nicholas-at-Wade. CT7 ONG,
TR264667 Across country to Reculver Towers. No
stiles, hills or mud. Bring snacks. pubs near finish.
07989 753278, graham.jenkinson(@ blueyonder.co.uk

June 6th Evergreen Club for over 555 meets Bredhurst
Village Hall every Wednesday 2.00pm. New members
welcome, ring Barry 01634 301031 or Doris 365510.

June 6th - Fish & Chip Night. Upchurch Horticultural
Society, 97 Chaffes Lane 7.30pm, seanf@sotamail.com

June 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk *Wrinkles don't
matter’ - Helen Tobias, All Saints Church, Hempstead
2.00 - 4.00pm. New members welcome, (17583 343 782

June 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, ‘Canterbury City’ — Lenny
Clark, for over 50s ring (01634 234712 for details.

June 7th - Talk, Frankie Seeds on Preserving Produce.
Stockbury Cottage Gardeners. Stockbury Village Hall,
8.00pm email seanf@sotamail.com for details

June 8th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

June §th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 6.30pm,
Meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438, Mote Park,

ears Exp;
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; « LEAD FLASHING
Egﬁgghﬁgé’%ﬁ;ﬁ « PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
Friendly service FREE ESTIMATES Sl i g
Free quote For a prompt reliable service
Tel: (01634) 320846 01634 710539
01634 387075 or 077383 66444 Mobile: 07834 851 004 07884 180595

www.medway-bathrooms.co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator
# Plastering # Tiling

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING

enquiries@a‘-roofing-services.co.uk

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wncrip marip
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

www.3l-roofing-services.co.uk

Happy Hounds
Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

Maidstone car park, charges apply ME15 7SU
GR773553 for 4 mile Evening walk around the Park
including a section of the River Lea. Dogs Allowed

June 8th - Local History Society, Byron Primary School,
Gillingham, ME7 5XX, 7.15pm - Members Evening,
Membership £20. Visitors £3. Tea and coffee available
for small charge, details Val Barrand 07947 583327 or
visit website www.grlhs.org

June 9th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, Free entry, Refreshments, To book a
stall (£10 each) ring 07779 366054 or email
cjderaftmarkets@ryahoo.com

June 9th - Country Folk Evening, St Margaret's Church,
Lower Halstow, 7.30pm, Vicarage Lane and support
acts Joanne Louise Parker and Anna Sidney, Tickets,
£10 in advance, £12 at door include refreshments Chris
Mayes 01795 841425, David Hadley 01795 842654

June 9th - Quiz Night, 7.30pm start, Carmel Hall, Ufton
Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB, Tables 6 — 8, £5 per
person, BYO Food, Drinks and Glasses, Contact Mike
01634 360906, email mikew16(a blueyonder.co.uk

June 9th - Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church hall, Balmoral Road, Gill 7.30-10.00pm. New
and experienced dancers welcome, with or without a
partner, for more information ring 366189 or 388546.

June 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Easy

circular walk 4 miles / 6.4km finish 12.15pm, Boughton

to Herne Hill, Park and meet as close as possible to the
corner of The Street and Bounds Lane. ME13 9BE,
TR062592, Contact: Sally and Dave, 01634 574552,
smithgauli@aol.com

June 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Anne Bond 07778 302866 Pat Wells 07804
837155, Ryarsh Village Hall car park ME19 5LS
GR671600 for 5.25 mile walk through woods & past
Coldrum Stones site then a gradual walk up to North
Downs with good views. Some stiles. No Dogs

June 11th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Church Hall, Wigmore Diamond Anniversary Event.
An extremely friendly, encouraging club, delighted to
welcome both experienced and novice arrangers. See
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring 01634 863034 /
01634 373928 / 01795 843180

June T1th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,
7.30pm, Organist - David Ingley, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
® Extra TV /SKY Points

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

June 11th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd Mon
each month to help those in employment who have lost
a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat, ring Julie
01634 364309,

June 12th — Caring for Carers — Pop In, 10.00am
12noon, St Paul’s Church, Parkwood, All welcome.

June 12th - Medway Antique & Collectors” Club, 7.30 for
8.00pm, St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham. For
further information ring 01634 851512 or just turn up

June 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7km, finish 2.30pm, meet at
Linton Church car park - St Nicolas, Linton Hill (A229
road), MET7 4AW, TQ754501, Mostly established
footpaths, farmland with a little road walking - some
hills. Bring picnic lunch. Contact: John, (07749 760788,
billingsjeteblueyonder.co.uk Dog friendly

June 13th - Butterflies, Plants and Trees, Riverside
Country Park, 12.30—3.30pm. £3 per person, suitable
for adults and children aged 12+, join a ranger on a
walk to learn about flora and fauna, ring 01634 337432
for details.

June 13th Evergreen Club, (see 6th June)

June 13th - East Medway U3A Smallholders Club,
Springvale MES 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Delia Taylor -
ENSA Entertainments National Services Association or
Every Night Something Awful, New members
welcome, no waiting list. £2 for visitors, second Wed of
month. Ring 07816 159 668 or www.castmedwayu3a

June 13th — All %ainls Wmmn's Fellowship, 4.00pm,
Gardening World, £5 per head for demo, tea and scone.
for details contact Rh(md'} Peck 07951 629444

June 13th - Bredhurst WI, Village Hall, 7.30pm, Jack
Deans talk ‘Fingerprints & Murder’. Details from Pam
Ormiston (11634 365789

June 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Strawberry Tea —
Margaret Springett & Phoenix Singers, (see 7th June).

June 14th - Free Technology Session, Holy Trinity
Church, Twydall, 2.00 - 3.30pm. Ring Hands 01634
577984 for further details.

June 15th - Rainham Afternoon Women's Institute,
Speaker on ‘Lord Nelson & Lady Hamilton’., Wakeley
Hall, Oast House Community Centre, Granary Close,
1.45 — 4.00pm. Ring 01634 366276 for more details.

June 16th - Upchurch Horticultural Society have a stall at
the Upchurch Annual Fete to be held in the Paddock.

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodg,e Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA
ftuated in a quiet rural location in an area

f outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
[for cats only,

TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set
Up
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year
Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance - Borders - Pruning
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Qualifiad

[Viewings welcomed by appointment.

4 com, Iomf‘y new canw;, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care
rovided.

Contact: Mic
Telephone: 01634 235032
I-_'nal info@whiskerslodge. comy
Web: www. whiskerslodge.comy




J |A | D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
: I ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

CHARTERED ACCOL

Accounts

Tax

Book-keeping
Payroll

Audit

Associated Services

* s 8 o8 o8 o

Jjadaccountants.co.uk
ceountants.co.uk

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returms
For a free initial consultation telephione
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road. Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-mclean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V54 |
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk |
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 BBJ (Just off Station Rd) |

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts = e

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REFAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
NABC AT RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

GREG ﬁgg

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room
Wigmore—Established 18 years
Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc

Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guitering Cladding

*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!

01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
WWW.pumapvc.co.uk

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

won. BoOKings Only ........
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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COUNTRY FOLK EVENING
Saturday 9th June, 7.00 for 7.30pm
St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow, (Access/

parking via Lapwing Drive, ME9 7DZ)
Featuring - Vicarage Lane and support acts

Joanne Louise Parker and Anna Sidney
Tickets, £10 in advance or £12 at the door
include free refreshments during interval.

Chris Mayes 01795 841425 D Hadley 01795 842654
90TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
Old Barn Orchestra
Saturday 16th June, 7.30pm
Rainham School for Girls
Sibelius Symphony No 2 in D major
Shostakovich Festival Overture
Stantord Concerto for Clarinet and Orchestra -
Soloist Margaret Archibald
Tickets: £14 (£12 for friends) from
oldbarn18.brownpapertickets.com
Members of the orchestra, 01634 376979
e-mail oldbarnos(@/gmail.com or on the door

SUMMER FAYRE
Meredale Independent School & Nursery
Saturday 23rd June, 11.00am - 2.00pm
Special Guests — Shikon Martial Arts
Bouncy Castle, Decorate a Plate, Beat the Goalie,
Hook the Duck, Face Paints, Ice Cream, Candyfloss,
Popcorn, Refreshments and Cakes, Raffle & more.
Come and enjoy the fun!
CONCERT *Swing Music for All’
featuring Medway Big Band
The Friends ol St Margaret’s Church, Rainham
Saturday 23rd June, 7.30 - 10.00pm
Tickets (including drinks & nibbles) £6 in advance
or £7 on the night from the Church Office during
office hours (Monday—Friday 9.30am - 12 noon)
or contact 01634 230430 or 01634 379796

MONTY PYTHON'S SPAMALOT
Kentish Players
Wednesday 27th — Saturday 30th June, 7.30pm
Central Theatre, Chatham
A new musical lovingly ripped off from the motion
picture Monty Python and the Holy Grail
Book & Lyrics Eric Idle
Music John Du Prez & Eric Idle
Tickets £15.50 (concessions available)
Box Office 338338 or
www.medwayticketslive.co.uk

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING

OAST COMMUNITY CENTRE BEER &
MUSIC FESTIVAL
Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd June
The Oast Community Centre, Rainham. adjacent to
the coastbound railway station platform.
To commemorate 40 years since the centre opened
we are selling forty casks of real ale solely from
Kent breweries, with Kentish cider and various
Kentish food products making this a truly unique
event with its Kentish theme throughout. We are
currently seeking sponsorship for each cask from
local businesses and will produce a programme with
advertising space available for businesses. The
festival runs from 12 noon till 10.30pm on both days
and there will be live music. Tickets are £4 on the
door which includes your festival glass.
For more details see www.rainham-kent.co.uk
or on Facebook.com/oastfestival
We look forward to seeing you during the weekend.
SUMMER FAYRE
Friday 29th June 3.15pm - 5.30pm.
Deanwood Primary School, Long Catlis Road
Parkwood MES 9TX.
Lots of stalls, games and refreshments.
Free entry. Come and have some fun
THE MERRY WIDOWER
by Johnnie Mortimer
Qasthouse Theatre, Rainham
July 5.6.7.12.13.14, Curtain up 8.00pm
Richard is taken aback when his father arrives and
discusses the contents of his mother's will and it's not
what he wants to hear. Together with this and his
father's bad habits and womanising. tension mounts
in the couple's home, whilst his father decides to
embrace his life as a merry widower.

A night of comedy for a summers evening.
Book now! Box Office 0844 8793224 or on-line
www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk
'ALLO, '"ALLO by Jeremy Lloyd & David Croft

St. Paul's Drama Group proudly present a Comedy
play, based on the much loved TV series .

‘I shall tell you only once’ the details which are :-
Friday & Saturday 5th & 6th July, 7.30pm
Gillingham Methodist Community Hall,

Third Avenue, Gillingham. MET 2LU.

Tickets £6 Adults & £5 Concessions are available on
01634 852712 or www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk

Do come & enjoy the fun.

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN

No Job too small— free estimates i fLAﬁhZ? A\ngfcggpx
Neil Mace " ) ﬂII'\I'IIE \ ITIEI b re,
Telephone: 01634 379762
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633 | | 'Y Emai: mai@mesteralarms.com ol ridar
Rainham 07792 244 315 - www.masteralarms.com
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Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MAY

Marden Meadow, between Marden and Staplehurst,
has been designated one of the “Coronation
Meadows” which commemorated the 60th anniversary
of the Queen’s coronation in June 2013. The Prince of
Wales has been the inspiration behind the project to
identify and nurture an outstanding wild flower
meadow in every county. Marden Meadow is one off
the best remaining examples of a traditional,
unimproved wild flower meadow in Kent. The
meadow was bought, in 1983, by Kent Wildlife Trust,
from the executors of the will of a Marden farmer.

For various reasons the meadow was suitable only for
mowing for hay. Throughout three generations of the
farming family. the meadow had been spread witha
limited amount of dung, applied occasionally, and a
light harrowing. It received no artificial fertilisers and
the very minimum of mechanical treatment. A late cut
of hay was taken each year and carted to the farm,
about a mile away, where it was stored in ricks and
provided winter food for livestock. In May and June,
the meadow is covered with thousands of green
winged orchids along with their completely unrelated,
but very closely associated plant, the diminutive
adder’s tongue fern. The “hood”™ of the orchid is shot
through with delicate green veining, hence the
alternative name of green veined orchid. The orchids
are very modest little flowers which are distributed
throughout the country and sometimes, as at Marden,
grow in great numbers. The majority of the orchids in
the meadow arc of a breathtakingly deep purple
colour, although a small proportion vary from pale
lilac through pink to white. The green winged orchids
in the meadow grow in a relatively low sward of
grasses and other flowering plants, including the
widely spread meadow buttercup, with its brilliant
yellow petals.

Later in the year, in high summer, there is a much
higher sward of grasses and other flowering plants and
the predominantly purple colour of spring has changed
to the pale green of grass flowers, the white of ox-eye
daisies and the yellow of hay rattle, dyers” greenwood,
fleabane and bird’s foot trefoil. In late July to August

the hay is cut and removed from the meadow, after
which it is grazed by sheep. As one observer has put
it, “The meadow contains a surviving sward of modest
little orchids living in harmony with meadow grasses,
herbs and ferns; they are a charming remnant of a
redundant farming age.” In 1999 Kent Wildlife Trust
bought the two fields adjoining the original meadow;
they contained few wild flowers. For the past few
years, hay from that first purchased meadow, which
contains thousands of wild flowers seeds, has been
strewn over the immediately adjoining of the two
newest fields; green winged orchids and other flowers
are now growing in that field. The other field of the
two, the one furthest from the original meadow, is
very damp. with areas of clumps of rush, and is being
grazed by sheep. H E Bates, the author of “The
Darling Buds of May”, moved to Kent, from his native
Northamptonshire, in 1931. His recollections of
childhood summers ache with regret for the lost wild
flowers, butterflies and birds which used to coexist
with the farmer’s crop of hay. At Marden Meadow,
however, one can still walk through a traditional
flower-rich hay meadow of the kind that Bates
recollected from his childhood.

A small pond on the reserve is occasionally covered
in water violets, which have lilac flowers on long
stems. Some relatively rare wild service trees
overshadow the pond and are covered in blossom in
June. The trees” fruits are very acidic but edible when
they are fully ripe and were once eaten by children as
sweets. All three fields at Marden are bounded by
hawthorn hedges which are covered in white blossom
in the month of May. Bates described May blossom as
“the risen cream of all the milkiness of May time.”

He wrote these words in 1936, after his arrival in
Kent, but he doubtless had in mind the long hawthorn
hedges of the 18th century enclosure fields of his
native Northamptonshire. The late Professor W G
Hoskins, the author of “The Making of the English
Landscape”, wrote that, in May of each year, the miles
of snowy hawthorn hedges of the Midland counties of
England reach perfection, so dense and far reaching
that the entire atmosphere is saturated with the bitter-
sweet smell of May blossom. whichever way the wind
is blowing. And so it is at Marden Meadow in May,

TAURUS LOCKS
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MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING
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24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Mon-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

Al Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Leaks—Bursts—Ball ValvesJ
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,
RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

anding natural

' 5

¥

be ) A,
Rr P S
Owner FAB trained EpHU®
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only pleasa
www.catnapbredhurst.co,uk

Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@y co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR

despite the combined scent of a profusion of green
winged orchids. The reserve lies on the Marden Road,
near Mountain Farm. There is a small car park at the
castern end of the reserve. The Trust’s handbook
notes, quite rightly, that this idyllic reserve serves to
remind visitors how much of the classic English
landscape of a traditional, flower-rich hay meadow has
been lost.

Joe Ennis

RAINHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR

Following a successful move to the The Howard
School, Rainham Community Choir are singing all
sorts of great songs with the support of our musical
director, Olivia and our pianist, Eleanor every Monday
between 7.00pm and 8.30pm

If you would like to come for a 2-week free trial you
will receive a warm welcome. There are no auditions,
the choir is open to anyone who enjoys singing

and developing their skills along the way. Current
charges are £4 per session, payable half termly in
advance. For further information please check our
Facebook page Rainham Community Choir or email
inforainhamcommunitychoir(@gmail.com.

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Rainham School for Girls has been on its current site
50 years this year. As you can imagine, we are going
to have a small celebration! We would like to invite
any pupils or staff that were at the school 50 years
ago. If you were at RSG then and would like to come
to our celebration, please let us know - contact Ms K
Moon phone 362746 or email kmoon@rsg.org.uk.

ST A'S PARENT SUPPORT GROUP ADHD

Are there any ADHD People who have a positive view
of life to share during our Celebration ADHD

Sunday 16th September 2.00 — 4.00pm Brompton
Academy, Marlborough Road, Gillingham ME7 SHT.
Call Lesley Lucock 01634 851312

email: lesley.lucocki@btopenworld.com

STALLHOLDERS NEEDED

Annual Craft/ Gift Fayre

in aid of Great Ormond Street Hospital.
Saturday 27th October, 10.30am - 12.30pm
St Matthews Church Hall, Drewery Drive,
£10 table.

To book or for more information contact
Paula 07930 595856 or Stacey 07897 007979
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+ TREE MANAGEMENT
+ CHIPPING
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* MULCH

+ FIREWOQD & COM PANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

TECHNOLOGY SESSIONS

Hands & Gillingham Volunteer Centre have funding
from the People's Health Trust to offer free technology
sessions to local residents. If you would like help with
your tablet, laptop, camera, smartphone or setting up
an email address, home shopping or social media,
please get in touch.

The next session at Holy Trinity Church, Twydall 1s
14th June from 2.00 -3.30pm. Next session at St
Barnabas Church, Nelson Road. Gillingham

is Thursday 21st June, 12midday until 1.30pm. Please
telephone Hands 01634 577984 for further details.

RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR

Have you been, or would you like to become, a
member of Rainham Ladies Choir?

We celebrate our Diamond Anniversary with a
commemorative gala performance on Saturday, 6th
October 2018 at The Woodlands Centre, Gillingham.
Everyone is welcome (tickets are £5) and we would
very much like to hear from former members of our
choir who are able to share this event with us.

If you are thinking of joining a choir, enthusiasm for
singing in harmony with others is all that is needed.
Don't worry if you don't read music - many of our
ladies learn by ear. Why not give it a try and come
along to a rehearsal to meet and listen to us? We get
together every Monday at St Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic Primary School, Romany Road, Gillingham
MES 8JH from 7.30 - 9.45pm.

For more information please Contact: 01634 373132
or 01634 370797 or visit our website on
www.rainhamladieschoir.org.uk/Join

email: secretary@rainhamladies.org.uk

CAFE PROUD

The Oast Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham
Most Saturdays, 11.00am - 1.00pm

Relaxed and safe environment for adults with learning
difficulties to socialise, sing, play games and have fun,
£4 entry, £2 carers, Free Refreshments

Ring 01634 375190 email info@proudpac.co.uk or
Contact PROUDPAC on Facebook for more details.

PROUD PAC Proud Performing Aris Company
Wednesdays 10.00am - 1.45pm

Newington Village Hall. ME9 71]

Group sessions of dancing, drama and singing

Ring 01634 375190 email info@proudpac.co.uk or
Contact PROUDPAC on Facebook for more details.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics

Professional Family Business

Over 25 Years Experience

Fully insured

Free Quotations

tact Simon

Mobile: 078 8 iline;: 01634233724

Email: Simontwigg et
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

_“J‘_ﬁ'éd\;ou need to de stress and relax? i

Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist

| Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
[ call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR |y Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
H”""’”"

Renovations Ltd

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair Trader

Garden Machinery Services

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY - DECORATING + PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING » GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

For all petrol garden machinery
& small engine servicing and repairs
Collection & Return available

Call Chris on 07789796256
email seedlings@email.com

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
*Kitchens *Bathrooms *Flooring
*QGeneral Home Improvements
For your FREE ESTIMATE
Call 07791 311 251

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
Over recent years the composite door market
has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits
ROM £750 |No Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OnePrice
Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

FITTED

¥ Neat Feet ¢
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2018

June 16th - Old Bamn Orchestra, 90th Anniversary
Coneert, 7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent
Way MES OBX Tickets: £14 (£12 for friends) from
members of the orchestra, 01634 376979 e-mail
oldbarnos(@gmail.com or on the door

June 17th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883, Lower Halstow,
Lapwing Drive ME9 7DZ GR585674 for 5 mile walk
via Saxon Shore Way, Upchurch and golf course using
footpaths and roads. Dogs Allowed

June 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 5 miles / 8.1km, finish 12.45pm meet at

the Guildhall in Faversham's Market Place. ME13 TAG,
TRO15613, A little town walking and footpaths parts of’

the Saxon Shore Way. Contact: Heather, 07887 750881

June 18th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th June).

June 18th - Rainham Evening W1, S8t Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, 7.30pm, *“Women of the First World War’,
Anna Astin, All welcome, Kate Archer 01634 360797.

June 18th - Wigmore WI, 7.30 - 9.30pm. St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, various speakers &
events. Visitors Welcome, contact Chris Ellson (1634
372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

June 19th - RSPB Medway Local Group Illustrated Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre MES 9PN, 7.30 -
9.45pm, £4, Broadwater Warren: How to make a
Nature Reserve — Alan Loweth, For Field Trips:
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

June 19th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Beside the Seaside” -
a seascape arrangement, (see Sth June).

June 20th Evergreen Club (see 6th June)

June 20th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to
this cheerful group, just come along or ring 01634
388912 for more information

June 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 7.00pm, Leisurely
circular walk 4 miles / 6.4km finish 9.15pm, Evening
Walk - Sandling, Meet Yew Tree PH Sandling ME14
3DB, TQ757584 woodland paths and fields. 4 stiles
Len, 01634 319391, lenbeadle@ blueyonder.co.uk

June 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall, 7.00pm,
Summer Supper, New members always welcome ring
07791 781 910 for details

BB
Property Services

Painting & Decorating,
Plumbing, Carpentry,
Plastering and Tiling

Call Barry Baker
on 07849 418 868

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

June 21st - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00pm.
Speaker on “National Trust Owletts” Wakeley Hall,
Oast House Community Centre, Granary Close,
Visitors welcome (small charge). Ring 01634 366276

June 21si- Wigmore Thursday Club, ‘Two Guide dogs” -

Angela Brigenshaw, (see 7th June).

June 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club, AGM, games, tea
and chat (see 7th June)

June 21st — Free Technology Session, St Barnabas
Church, Nelson Road, Gillingham. 2.00 - 3.30pm. Ring
Hands 01634 577984 for further details.

June 22nd & 23rd — 12noon onwards, Qast Kent Beer
Festival at Oast Community Centre, Granary Close,
MER 7SG. 40 Kent beers & ciders as well as live music
to raise funds for the Oast and celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Oast Centre opening. More
information at www.rainham-kent.co.uk

June 23rd - Dog Show, Lower Halstow Village Hall

June 23rd - Summer Fayre, Friends of Meredale
Independent School & Nursery, 11.00am — 2.00pm

June 23rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 9th June).

June 23rd - Friends of St Margaret's Church Rainham,
Medway Big Band ‘Swing Music for All" in Church,
7.30 - 10.00pm. Tickets (including drinks & nibbles)
Church office (Mon-Fri 9.30am-12 noon), or 01634
230430 or 01634 379796, £6 advance or £7 on the night

June 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10/5km, finish 1.30pm Meet
Charing Railway Station, TN27 0AW, TQ950492 Bring
picnic lunch for midway break. Contact: Ade, 01634
306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

June 24th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977 614033,
Hollingbourne Station ME17 1TX GR834550 for 4.5
mile undulating walk using roads, tracks, fields,
grassland & woodland. 4 stiles and 6 steps. Could be
muddy after rain. Dogs Allowed

June 24th - Cream Teas on “The Green” Friends of St.
Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green ME7 1SS,
2.30 - 4.30pm, Cream Teas £4, Luxury Cream Teas £6.
Tickets from Hilda 011634 932135

June 27th Evergreen Club (see 6th June)

June 27th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, 7.00 for
7.15pm, Speaker ‘Produced In Kent” United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, ME7 4PU, £2 Members
£3 Non Members, details Call Sandie 07962 277330

() CERFACE

FOR TILES

Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, MET 5XR
WWW.CERFACE CO.UK

Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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h Pr ional
P M
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

‘T? Cliff’s Mobile Foot Car
F

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

TRA DING

Your Local Reliable Contractor
;T,:;;;;ED James Zammit Fair Trader

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
Domestic Installer

L e =
A
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RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

Andy Shepherd KIS

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

TRUST Kitchens
& MARK Bedrooms Fair Trader
ﬂmm'zn Bathrooms =

Tel/Fax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.
Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Linwood

!hctrnn ics

Est. 1982

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0650 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

or

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

I Ut U

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors

10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN

Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,

Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.

30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation —

email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

from £150.00 plus VAT

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Faths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gales made to measure,
Mowing weekly—forinightly.

Odd Jobs and much more No job too small

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2018

June 27th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Walk —
Malta Inn 6.00pm, details Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

June 27th - 30th - Kentish Players, Monty Python’s
‘Spamalot’, 7.30pm, Central Theatre, Chatham, Tickets
£15.50 (concessions available) from Box Office 01634
338338 or www.medwayticketslive.co.uk

June 28th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting,
(see 7th June).

June 28th - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, scrabble,
board games, tea and chat. (see 7th June).

June 28th — Jazz at the Hastings, 8.00 - 10.30pm, Lower
Rainham Road, ring 016 »4 405037 for details.

June 29th - Summer Fayre, 3.15pm — 5.30pm, Deanwood
Primary School, Long Catlis Road, Parkwood. Lots of
stalls, games and refreshments. Free entry. Have fun!

June 30th — Rainham Historical Society outing to Marlow
& Henley & River Thames Cruise, Bring packed lunch.
Cost £45 non-members, Pick-up Lukehurst, High
Street, Rainham, 8.00am, and Barnsole Road, 8.15am,
ring Mrs Val Ware 01634 366276 to book.

July Ist - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Roger Norman 01634 232404 07941 965272,
Marden Village Library car park for 5 mile very flat
walk only muddy if wet. 2 stiles No steps. No Dogs

July st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 7.3 miles / 11.8km, finish 2.00pm
Cranbrook to Sissinghurst Castle, meet car park Jockey
Lane, Cranbrook. TN17 31X, TQ776362, Lunch stop
Sissinghurst, pubs at end, David, 07815 106791,
brown291 8@ gmail.com

July 1st - Afternoon Tea, St Michael and all Angels
Church, Hartlip, (see 3rd June).

July 2nd - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th June).

July 3rd - Breast Cancer Support Group, AGM and a
general chat, (see 5th June).

July 3rd - Rainham Horticultural Society, Steve Harmer —
“History of Sissinghurst Castle Garden’. (see Sth June).

July 3rd - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘On a level” —a
horizontal arrangement, (see 5th June).

July 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
linear walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km, Crab & Winkle Way
returning by frequent bus. Park All Saints Close near
Whitstable station. CT5 1SB, TR115663 Reasonably
flat — no stiles, Contact: Graham, (17989 753278,
graham jenkinson@blueyonder.co.uk

July 5th & 6th - St. Paul's Drama Group, 'Allo, 'Allo by
Jeremy Lloyd & David Croft, 7.30pm, Gillingham
Methodist Community Hall, Third Avenue, Gillingham.
MET 2LU. Tickets £6 Adults, £5 Concessions from
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk or 01634 852712

July 5.6.7.12.13.14 — Oast House Theatre, Rainham, ‘The
Merry Widower™ by Johnnie Mortimer, 8.00pm, Box
Office 0844 8793224 or www.oasthousetheatre.co.uk

July 7th - Newington Village Festival, Noon - 6.00pm,
Newington School field, family entertainment: live
bands, annual tug-of-war, Adults £2, children free.
Fbook: Newington Festival: Twitter: @NewingtonFest

July 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km, finish 2.00pm, Meet
Yalding war memorial junction Vicarage Road and
High Street. MEIS 6JZ, TQ69Y9503, Bring picnic lunch.
Pub at end with lunches . Contact: Ade, 01634 306405,
adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

July 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
Meet Harry Keane 07729 356835, Cock Inn car park,
Henley Street Luddesdown DA13 0XB GR664672 for
5.25 mile walk, approx 50 steps and 10 stiles. No Dogs

July 9th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, (see 11th June).

July 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Organist - Phil Brown, (see 1 1th June).

July 9th - Rainham Flower Club, Demonstration
‘lkebana’ by Diane Norman (see 11th June).

July 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club, Visit to
Quex Park, ring 01634 851512.

July 11th - East Medway U3A, Richard King — *Around
the World on a Double Decker Bus', (see 13th June).

July 13th - The Oast (Granary Close) “Tales from the
Riverbank’, 10.00am - 12.30pm Top Hall (up 3 flights
of stairs). Fundraising Talk towards Oast restoration. £3
per person or £5 for 2. Refreshments for sale. Parking,

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Self Assessment - Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships « Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning » Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7PH

Kitchens & Bathrooms
('nmpfvh' home improvement service
Call Now for your free, no

obligation design consultation

01634 648007

www . kitchensandbathroomskent.com

CANNON

CURTAINS & BLINDS LTD
WOODEN SHUTTERS - BLINDS
CURTAINS & TRACKING - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: sales@cannon-limited.co.uk
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Terry’s of
Upchurch, 13 The Street, Riverside
Country Park, Lower Rainham Road or
from the orchard 10-12 am Tues &
Thurs. For more information see the
orchard page on www.thenet.uk.net
VINYL RECORDS WANTED FOR
cash. Rap, Soul, Funk, Jazz, Reggae,
etc. Phone Shaun on 07795 436 410
Leave message if no reply.

FRIDAY GARDEN SERVICES

All types of garden work: chainsaw
work, fencing, turfing, jet washing,
mowing ete Fully insured & qualified
gardener. Andy. 07581 180 184
www.fridaygardenservices.co.uk
WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER
based in Kent. £50 off my all day price
of £600 with this advert, www.
clairecolstonphotography.webs.com
VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or email

WWW, Od%lcumn. org
Faccbook: @ The Oast Rainham.

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

MRfixIT HOME & GARDEN
Repairs and installations. All work
guaranteed. Free quotes.

Tel mobile 07704 934 681

HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods

£70/m* (=250 logs), Yam?® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
BEGINNERS YOGA CLASS
Rainham. Tuesdays 9.30am Trial Class
half price. Held in The Centre of Mind,
Body and Spirit, opposite the
Travelodge M2 services. For more info
call/message Anita 07789200628

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 11634 263766
GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799 265299 or
01634 376477,

LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. [-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzic on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwp{@gmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates.

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years® experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson, MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofls.sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too smalLKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob (07775 793738
PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Mo call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

CLAIRE’S DOG BOARDING AND
dog walking services. Licensed by
Medway Council, home boarding,
Palice checked and insured.,

Tel. Claire Finch on (07775 946 065

or 01634 230921.

FB page Claire’s Dog Walking. Email
snowwitchbirmansthotmail.co.uk
SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete, Very
reasonable prices. Call Mdr"dru
01634 363315/ 07766 980 732

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
All gardening work undertaken. Grass

cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.

Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.
HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew

01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners®
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE,
info call Julic 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons, Graham 01634 260281
LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, L()ppmg: Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gz ardens Cleared, Sheds

e No Job too Small, Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,

Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.

Phone Michael on 01634 304948,
INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefterys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.
UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www. gardenity.co. uk
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GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser, Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Momning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement g glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 11634 871808,

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
I Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our websile
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome,

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. (11634 388187
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore - modermised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire, Disabled
access and hearing aid loop

To book phone 01634 235507,
NEED SOMEONE TO TALK T0O?
Feeling sad, low, depressed or suicidal?
Ring Samaritans 116 123 (national lree
number) 7 days a week, 24 hours,

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

+ All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Salety Reports

» Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices I!AIHHAM_J

Window Fix Direct)

Do you have windows

O'I 634 789025 /0?950 761061
|  www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07910 678895

Maz's Catering
High Quality Private Caterer
with over 30 years experience.
Catering for events
including weddings,
funerals, parties, corporate
events, christenings
and many more.

Hog Roasts also available.
Visit us at
www.mazscatering.co.uk.
Phone: 07896179405.

Email: contactie mazscatering.co.uk

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

= Local Family Business

« Personal service in the
comfort of your home

» Free demonstrations

» After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows,
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2, 3 & 4 yard Skips
NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

7

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,

56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome,
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

@m§ Fair Trader
01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk

15



JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books
All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / ' Est 1971

Plumbing & séfe| 2

Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For free estimates felephone 0 1 634 3 75069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, "
fuse boards T =
& full rewires wTaLaR ==

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering.
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

0 =N
DomesTC 1
mstmien ==

B VST FREE NO
@ CURTAIN & BIEHEMANL{EII\JCTURERS LTD OHEIGATION
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES8 6PG

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains.co.uk, W: www_crystalcurtains. co.uk

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Te: 01634 379822 g,
Mob: 07897 498189 !",,—4-"7,;57

__Free Surveys & Quotes

‘mﬂm Plastering

Fair Trader

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directers

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
» Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

i

 Private Chapels of Rest ’

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW




JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

MEDWAY 374028

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD's, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books
All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s Est 1971

Plumbing & /sife

Heating Chiis Hallet

REPAIRS, GUTTERING. VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For o ssimaes weprore 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, w
fuse boards s =
& full rewires TeTAER -]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — _Doors -i“ v
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering semesnc (7

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

A | FREE NO
E—‘ —[’1 b CRYSTAL | OBLIGATION
| CURTAIN & BLIND MANUFACTURERS LTD| QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains » Tracks
All types of Blinds . Digital Print Blinds « Awnings

Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG

Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co uk, W: www crystalcurtains co uk

cminss plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 -
Fair Trader  wiop: 07897 498189 "
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Free Surveys & Quotes

e,
By
E S

|
|

e 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MET 2YY
Kent ME8 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Directors

A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
® Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

 Private Chapels of Rest
* Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent MEB 9PW




