ONHORUY o

NUMBER 541
AN INDEFENDENT MONTHLY FOR RAINHAM AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

Hempstead United Football Club in 1970. See David Woods article on page 9
Back row L to R: Terry Marks, Martin Allen, Barry Welch, David Wood, Ray
Rowe, Tony Jarvis.

Front row L to R: Roger Bassett, Derek Hales, Frank Hewitt, Rodney Diddams,
Aidan O'Sullivan.

lorna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

March duly proceeded to “roar in like a lion’ this year
leaving much havoce in its wake. Unfortunately it does
not seem to be going out like a lamb thus fulfilling the
old saying. The ‘Beast from the East’, so named by the
weather forecasters, certainly had a lot to answer for in
our small area. Snow piled up on the freezing ground
and bitter winds persuaded all but the most hearty of
individuals 1o stay at home in the warm. Providing you
had a reliable boiler and plenty of food in the
cupboards and freezer this was fine and a week of
enforced confinement did no one any harm but there
were plenty of horror stories related to keep the media
busy. Even, after 6 days. once the rapid thaw arrived
this was not the end of the trials and tribulations as
burst water pipes and tremendous potholes continued
the sorry tale for many residents. We have bad winters
ie snow and ice in sufficient quantities to make life
difficult on average about every ten years and these
epic events less frequently. 1947, 1962 and 1987 are
the stand out dates | can remember when we were
genuinely unable to do anything other than walk with
extreme caution. Looking at the gaps in these dates 15
years 25 and now 30, 1 don’t expect the next
horrendous blast of winter weather will worry me!

A few months ago I was alerted by a reader to the
declining number of trees in Rainham Recreation
Ground. Apparently each time there is a strong wind
we seem to lose another tree! The concerned resident
asks “As the ground was left to the people of Rainham
by the Wakeley Bros. does the Council have a duty of
care to preserve what is a well-used park for future
generations?’

It is lovely to see signs of spring all around us.
Apparently however much we may have disliked the
cold weather it is very good for the fruit trees in the
orchards delaying the blossom until the danger of frost
has passed thus ensuring a bumper harvest this
autumn. It is certainly a wonderful sight when the
trees are in full bloom in the sunshine with blue sky
behind them. Just the time to go for a ramble through
the countryside.

Quizzes, concerts, productions, walks and all the usual
meetings and events fill our diary this month so do
make the most of the long spring days now we have
reverted to summer time and enjoy the month of April.
See you again in May. have a good month.

Correspondence

‘HE IS RISEN!"

Dear Editor

On Sundays 15th and 22nd April the Parish of South
Gillingham (Wigmore, Parkwood, Hempstead and
Bredhurst) will be performing a new play entitled ‘He
is Risen!” This is a retelling of the story of the
Resurrection of Jesus. The team involved in the
writing, production and performance of this original
script is the same that performed the Passion Play on
Parkwood Green in 2015 and the Nativity Play at St.
Matthew’s Church in 2016, both of which were seen
by several hundred people and were well received.
The cast comprises some 20+ people from the parish
and the wider community. The play explores the
events between the crucifixion of Jesus and his
resurrection to recapture some ol the mystery of an
event that altered the course of human history.
Performances are at 7.30pm on both nights, admission
is by ticket only, these can be obtained free of charge
from Claire Schofield 01634 230423 or email
claire.schofield01@gmail.com Both performances will
be in the St. Matthew’s Church Community Centre,
Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham.

FRED’S CAFE RAINHAM
Dear Editor
We have just returned from Australia, staying with
Colin Campbell and his wife Fay and meeting with
Geoff and Rita Stringer. [ previously lived in Kent
Terrace, Colin in Orchard Street and Geoff Ivy Street.
We were talking about Fred’s Café in Rainham where
we used to have egg & chips on a Saturday night. Fred
and his wife did the cooking but we could not
remember their surname or if they had a family. Does
anyone have any information — perhaps the couple are
still in Rainham. Geoff, Colin and I would love to
know. Incidentally I post Action Forum to Australia
each month where it is passed around lots of people
from Rainham.

Yours sincerely

David Whitton

‘Avalon” Augustine Road, Minster,

Sheppey ME12 217 01795 874003

LADIES FOOTBALL TEAM
Dear Editor,
I was very interested to see my cousin Katherine
Major among the Rainham Ladies Civil Defence
Football Team on the front of your January 2018
issue. May [ correct the caption in that Katherine is in
the front row third from right. I understand it was
shortly after this game she became the team’s
goalkeeper. It was Moseley’s the baker who managed
to produce such scrumptious cakes and buns even in
wartime, referred to in Derek Twort’s letter.

Yours sincercly

lan Major

41 Heaton Road

Canterbury CT1 3PY

THE SLIPPER AND THE ROSE
Dear Editor,
3 Towns Theatre Company will be bringing *The
Slipper and the Rose” to the Brook Theatre from 12th-
14th April at 7.30pm and at 2.30pm on 14th April.
This charming family musical tells the age old,
favourite tale of Cinderella but looks at the story from
the prince’s side! It was made into a film in the 70°s
starring Gemma Craven and Richard Chamberlain and
has been a favourite of many for years. A perfect
holiday treat! Tickets from box office 01634 338338,
Kind Regards
Gwyneth Loft
ART AND DESIGN EXHIBITION
Rainham School for Girls Sixth Form
Halpern Gallery 272 High Street, Chatham
Friday 20th — Thursday 26th April. Free to enter.
An exciting and creative response to a range of work
using a variety of skills and techniques through the
mediums of Photography, Graphic Design, Art and
Textiles. Together with Nucleus Arts Centre an
exhibition of Year 12 students work has been prepared
to give them a chance to showcase their exceptionally
high standard of work and to establish a younger
student voice in the Medway arts community. We held
an in-house art auction, members of RSG staft bid on
works made by the Year 12's and raised £232.50
towards exhibition fees and framing costs. For more
information contact Mrs K. Moon, Rainham School
for Girls 01634 362746

CAKE DECORATING COMPETITION
During the English Festival. Gillingham WI will hold
their annual cake decorating competition.

The theme is “Royal Baby/Royal Wedding’.
Under 147s category and 14 and over.

Entries to be brought to the WI's Tea Tent at
Riverside Country Park before 12 noon on
Saturday 2 1st April 2018.

We look forward to seeing you there!

BREDHURST RECEIVING & TRANSMITTING
SOCIETY (BRATS)

If you are a beginner or licensed of any age or gender
with an interest in Radio Communication you will be
very welcome. We have a varied programme, Natter
Club Nights, Talks, Practical Sessions and Social
Events. Weekly meetings at Parkwood Community
Centre and our base in Bredhurst. For details please
email secretary(@brats-qth.org or see our website
www.brats-gth.org

RAINHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR

Following a successful move to The Howard School.
Rainham Community Choir are singing all sorts of
great songs with the encouragement of our musical
director Olivia, and our pianist Eleanor every Monday
between 7.00pm and 8.30pm.

If you would like to come along for a 2-week free trial
you will receive a warm welcome. No auditions, the
choir is open to anyone who enjoys singing.

Current charges are £4 per session, payable hall’
termly in advance. Por further information please
check our Facebook page Rainham Community Choir
or email infoatrainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com.
DISTRIBUTION Volunteer distributors needed
Rainham

Beechings Way (Pump Lane to Pembury Close),
Hereford, Monmouth, Lichfield, Ely, Truro, Ripon Cls
Wigmore

Top Wigmore Road & Fowler Close

Parkwood

Woollaston & Warlingham Closes

Nares, Old Castle, Plomley, Collett, Moyle Closes
Hempstead

Meadowdown, Thistledown, Tamarind. Mulberry,
Upchurch

Wallbridge Lane. part Oak Lane, Jubilee Terrace

If you can help please email afi@thenet.uk.net

or ring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

Fair Trader

+ TAPS s CYLINDERS
+« TANKS « LEAKS
*FULL HEATING SYSTEMS
BOILERS * BATHROOMS

TEL
01634 361 767 |
07715 493020 |

SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

_ Energy efficient ‘A rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced
Family run independent company e
For advice and a very competitive quote call

01634 363881 o 07973 860369
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Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entrics

Copy should be in writing either by email to

afferthenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham. Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: April 24th 2018

April 7th - Quiz Night, Holy Trinity Church. Twydall,
7.30pm start, £5 each, bring your own food and drinks,
Contact Ann 01634 377671 for details.

April 8th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet Mo Fleisig 07976 600393 Linton Village Church
Car Park off Linton Hill A229 GR754502 ME17 4AW
for 6 mile undulating walk through One steep descent
and 6 stiles. Dogs Allowed

April 8th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 8.5 miles / 13.7km, finish 2.45pm,
Westerham - Limpsfield Common - Crockham Hill,
Free car parking at Hosey Hill Car Park. TN16 1PJ,
TQ45353 1eight stiles with dog gates. Assistance dogs
only, Contact: John Watts, FLAME451 @ hotmail.co.uk

April 8th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Capstone
Farm Country Park. 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get involved

by helping with some practical tasks. Meet at the visitor

centre, Ring 01634 338191 for more information

April 9th - Rainham Community Choir every Monday
The Howard School, Rainham 7.00 - 8.30pm, 2-week
free trial, no auditions, the choir is open to anyone who
enjoys singing. Details see Facebook or email
infoatrainhamcommunitychoirfe gmail.com.

April 9th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard Club,
Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES 9PN,

7.30pm, Organist - Chris Powell, details ring Brian
Leonard 01634 234694

April 9th — Rainham Evening Bereavement Friendship
Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets 2nd
Monday each month to help those still in employment
who have lost a loved one. Join us for a cuppa and chat,
ring Julie 01634 364309,

April 9th - Rainham Flower Club, 7.30pm, St Matthews
Church Hall, Wigmore MES ONX Demonstration by
Graham King An extremely friendly, encouraging club,
delighted to welcome both experienced and novices. Do
come and give us a try. Details visit our website
www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk or ring 01634 863034 /
01634 373928 or 01795 843180

April 10th - Mallet and Badge Making, Capstone Farm
Country Park, [0.00am — 12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm.
Use hand tools to make your own mallet and a badge
from the trees, £3 per child suitable for accompanied
children aged 5 — 12 years. Details ring 01634 338191

April 10th - Medway Antique & Collectors™ Club, 7.30
for 8.00pm, St. George Hotel, New Road, Chatham.
“What you don’t know about Buttons’ (Powerpoint) -
Mrs Alison Ellman-Brown, For further information ring
01634 851512 or just turn up

April 10th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham School for Girls Talk *Growing Fuchsias’ by
Carol Gubler, All welcome. For more information
contact Janet 01634 852519

April 11th - Beginners Fishing for Children, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — [2noon or | - 3.00pm,
Learn the basics of fishing — aimed at beginners and
those wishing to improve, All equipment supplied,
limited numbers, £10 per child for accompanied
children 8§ — 12 years, Ring 01634 338191 for details.

o /,/.I/rAfwy

Friendly
Free quote

01634 387075 or 077383 66444
www.medway-bathrooms .co.uk

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

A1 Roofing Services
- TILED ROOFING
+ FLAT ROOFING
+ LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
+ FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliabie service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@ai-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrir marip
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.
Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

April 11th - East Medway U3 A Smallholders Club,
Springvale MES 0JG, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Mary Smith - A
School Girls War {(WW2), Non-members welcome Free
to members, £2 for visitors second Wednesday of the
month 07816 159 668 or sce www.eastmedwayulda

April | 1th - Bredhurst W1, 7.30pm, Village Hall second
Wednesday of each month. Michelle Ernoult Talk
‘How to make bath bombs & candle making” Details
Pam Ormiston 01634 365789

April 11th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Hempstead
Village Hall, 8.00pm, Taster Evening, for details
contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

April 12th - Kite Making Workshop. Riverside Country
Park, 10.00am — 12noon, Join the rangers making Kites
in Visitor Centre then fly them in the bracing winds. £5
per person, ring 01634 338191 for more information

April 12th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Outing to Rye
Market and Tenterden, no local meeting.

April 12th — 14th - 3 Towns Theatre Company, “The
Slipper and the Rose” Brook Theatre, 7.30pm & 2.30 on
14th. Tickets from box office 01634 338338,

April 13th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

April 13th - Games Evening Memorial/Village Hall, 7.00
- 9.00pm (second Friday ol every month) £2 per head
Adults and £1 per child includes Tea/Coffee/Squash
and biscuits, and our Lower Halstow warm welcome.

April 13th - Donn Barcott Band “Five Live’ Second
Friday every month, 8.00 — 10.30pm, Brompton
Conservative Club, Gillingham, Licensed Bar, Quality
Raffle, Light Snacks Phone Donn (11634 405037 or
Chris Buckwell 07977 262564 for more information

April 14th - Craft Market, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Millennium
Centre, Rainham, Free entry, Refreshments, To book a
stall (£10 each) ring 07779 366054 or email
cjderaltmarkets(yahoo.com

April 14th - Free Taster Session, RiverVoice Community
Choir, 10.00am — 1.00pm, St Luke’s Methodist Church,
City Way, Rochester, an open, friendly and welcoming
non- auditioned choir no requirement to read music just
enjoy singing and have fun. Details Nikki Pease 07815
207153 or nikki peasefe hotmail.com

April 14th - Spring Craft Fair, St. Margaret's Church,
Lower Halstow, 2.00 - 4.00pm Refreshments available,
www.thesix.org.uk

AERIALS

® TV Acrials / Freesat
Systems Installed

e Extra TV /SKY Points

e TV Wall Mounting

e TV & Appliances Set

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256 £ &

SEEDLINGS
For Professional Year

Up Round Garden Care
Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Garden Clearance -
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RS Qualitfiad

April 14th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30 -
10.00pm. New and zxperienced dancers welcome, with
or without a partner, details ring 366189 or 388546.

April 15th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km, finish 1.15pm. meet in
front of Leysdown Village Hall, Wing Road. Toilets
nearby ME12 4QR, TR035703, Level terrain - no stiles.
Path along dyke can be uneven. No cover from the
elements. Contact: Geoff, geoft.ramblerf@me.com

April 15th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group. 101.00am
meet Andy Boorman 07881 933358 George Inn,
Newnham Car Park. GRY955576 MEY OLL Meals
available must be pre booked. 01795 890237 for 6 mile
undulating walk passing historic Church. Dogs Allowed

April 15th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get involved by
helping with some practical tasks. Meet at the visitor
centre, Ring 01634 337432 [or more information

April 15th - “He Is Risen!” St. Matthew’s Community
Centre, 7.30pm, a new play retelling of the story ol the
Resurrection of Jesus. Ticket only. free of charge from
01634 230423 or email claire.schofield( (w gmail.com

April 16th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, 5t
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham. new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

April 16th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood. 7.30pm, My Grandfather’s
Tale, Ley Liberson, All welcome, ring Kate Archer
01634 360797,

April 16th - Wigmore W1, 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthews
Community Centre, Drewery Drive, various speakers &
events. Visitors Welcome, interested ring Chris Ellson
01634 372976 or Barbara Strachan 01634 268611

April 17th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, MES 9PN,
7.30 - 9.45pm £4. The Pantanal — Dr Peter Gasson, for
Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway

April 17th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, ‘Shades of Shakespeare” - Asymmetrical
arrangement with secondary Placement (interpreting
one of his plays), New members welcome, first visit
free, no experience needed. Just come along parking
available. For details contact Kaye Buss 01634 232998
or email kayebuss(@ btinternet.com

Continued on Page 11
Whiskers Lodge Cattery

Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

!

3 Fituated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is

for cats only.

|4 com; Ielv?y new cattery, fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

provided.

[Viewinas welcomed by appointment,

Contact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 235032
Email; info@whiskerslodge. comy

Borders - Prunin
g Web: www.whiskerslodge. co




CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

AD

J

CHARTERED ACCOINTANTS

B Accounts
4 Bloors Lane, Rainham. -y
Kent MES 7EG * Tax
oy g *  Book-keeping
+  Payroll
Audit

+  Associated Services

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877
boilertechservices@btinternet.com

All work guaranteed, Genuine OAF Discounts S

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants

fent and personal service
ince with personal tax

Established over 30 years we offe
to all types of business as wel
prablems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU

www.salter-melean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 visA
www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk

| 1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off station fd)
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GREG
BRYANT S
CONSTRUCTION LTD

REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS
EXTENSIONS
A1 RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:
Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...
Phone for FREE Estimates on:
Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NQO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE !!
01634 351575/ 07910 425 544
Www.pumapvc.co.uk

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

wererr. BoOKings Only ........

Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable

-Theatre frips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375

SPRING CRAFT FAIR
St. Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow
Saturday 14th April, 2.00 — 4.00pm
We look forward to welcoming old friends and new.
Do join us for a wide selection of local crafis at
possibly the prettiest location around.
Refreshments available.
www.thesix.org.uk
HISTORY TALK
The Oast Community Centre
Granary Close. Rainham MES 785G
Lost Breweries of Medway - David Burton
Friday April 20th, 9.45am — 12.15pm
A look at the lost breweries of the Medway towns
including Budden & Biggs, Arkolls, Woodhams and
Dampiers. Followed by a refreshment break.
Second half a slideshow pub craw! around the lost
pubs of the towns. On display will be a 1/12th scale
model diorama of the Globe & Laurel pub
Gillingham, a collection of local pub artefacts and
display ‘Famous Long bar in Chatham High Street”
£3 per person or two for £5 Funds towards
The Oast Renovation Fund, Bar will be open

CALLING ALL QUIZZERS!
Medway Hospital charity Quiz Night
Friday 20th April, 7.00pm
Common Room, Postgraduate Centre,
Medway Maritime Hospital, Gillingham.

Teams of six to eight players compete for the title of

Medway Hospital Quiz Champions.
£6 per person.

Please bring your own drinks and nibbles.
For more information or to book contact the
fundraising team 01634 830000 ext. 5398
or email medwayft.charity@nhs.net

‘THE MINISTRY OF BISCUITS®
Applause Rural Touring Theatre
Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 3J7
Saturday 2 1st April, start 7.30pm

In post-war London the Ministry of Biscuits
issues a warning
‘Stop! Think before you eat that biscuit!
Is it in any way fancy?
I so you are a criminal.’
A satirical musical comedy from
The Foundry Group
Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble 91634 361263

BARNARDO'S CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 28th April, 7.00pm for 7.30 start
Tywdall Church Hall, Gillingham
Tickets £5 each, Tables of 6-8
Book in advance
Bring your own Drink and Nibbles
Free Tea Coftee + Biscuits available
Plenty of free parking
Phone 01634 233405 or 01634 375486
BLUEBELLS & CREAM TEA WEEKEND
Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th April

Walks start at 2.00pm each day

Join BWAG for its guided walks through Bredhurst

Woods followed by cream teas at a local farm -
shorter and longer walks available.

Tickets £7 per person must be purchased in advance

not be available on the day (children under 16 free).
For more details and tickets please call
Jim Chalmers 07870 878907,
Esther Huxstep 01634 233752
email bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com
on line at bluebellwalk2018.eventbrite.co.uk
WINE AND WISDOM EVENING
Saturday 28th April, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
St Matthew's Community Centre
Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Tickets £5 per person.
Teams ol up to 8 people
Bring your own nibbles and drinks
Proceeds to go to St Matthew's Church Fund
To book a table or more information
contact Alan Spearink 01634 370492

HEMPSTEAD VILLAGE FAYRE 2018
I am now booking stalls for the Hempstead Village
Fayre which will be held on
Harrow Road Playing Fields on
Sunday, 20th May from 11.30am to 4.30pm.
I you would like to hire a pitch or require further
information, email valeriegorf{@@blueyonder.co.uk
or telephone 01634 230214,

PRINCE ARTHUR INDOOR BOWLS CLUB

Prince Arthur Road, Gillingham
A friendly club that offers social, friendly and
competitive games for all age groups.
Tuition is available from our coaches and we have
bowls available for you to borrow while you are

learning. For further information ring 01634 281243

or check our website paribe.co.uk

Master Alarms

6

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MEE OPX

Neil Mace '5,' Telephone: 01634 379762
19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633 Email; mail@masteralarms.com Fair Trader
www.masteralarms.com

Rainham 07792 244 315 -4




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

Halfway through Lent, on the 4th Sunday, Christians
were traditionally allowed a relaxation of Lenten
penance and fasting. That day was originally called
Refreshment Sunday, but later became known as
Mothering Sunday, probably because the day was
celebrated in one’s mother church, Gradually. the 4th
Sunday in Lent became a celebration of motherhood
and, by at least the 16th century, it had become the
practice to present a gift to one’s mother, typically a
simnel cake. These days, such a cake is decorated with
cleven marzipan balls, representing the twelve
apostles, excluding Judas. Up 1o mid-Victorian times,
however, a simnel cake was decorated with preserved
fruits and flowers. Those children who could not
afford to buy or make their mother a cake would
traditionally present her with a bunch of wild flowers,
commonly sweet violets. At St Margaret’s church
many of the daffodils that are used to decorate the
chancel on Mothering Sunday are later given to
children to present to their mothers.

Just betore Mothering Sunday [ visited the North
Downs in order to look out for whatever wild flowers
were in bloom and any other signs of spring. Passing
through Hartlip, I noticed the bright yellow petals of a
mass of winter aconiles growing under an enormous
horse chestnut tree in the front garden of The Old
Parsonage. My [irst stop was at Queendown Warren, a
nature reserve managed by Kent Wildlife Trust. As [
stepped into the reserve, a number of rabbits and their
young darted back into their burrows. These ruminants
are quite a problem for the Trust. They are cating the
rare chalk down land flowers and have left the
vegetation on the main bank of the reserve looking

almost as neat as a well mown lawn. At the very top of

the bank, too far from their burrows for the rabbits to
get back safely in the event of a fox or buzzard
appearing, I came across patches of white deadnettle
and carpets of low growing plants with purple flowers
which I at first thought were violets. To my
disappointment they were ground ivy. [ did
nevertheless find many of the rounded leaves of violet
planis, but they were not yet sporting any flowers. In

the hedgerows around the reserve I came across a
number of hazel shrubs with male catkins dangling
like lambs’ tails. Once they were covered in pollen,
they would attract the attention of emerging bumble
bees and butterflies.

I moved on to Stockbury, passing the white blossoms
of roadside blackthorn and cherry plum, and parked
near The Harrow Public House. Stockbury parish
contains extensive deciduous woodland, but consists
largely of arable and grazing land. The latter supports
herds of sheep and one herd of beef cattle. Many of
the one-time orchards of fruit, particularly cherry,
have been grubbed out, but many remain in an
untended state, particularly in the Yelsted area. It has
been recorded that wrynecks, members of the
woodpecker family, once nested in holes in the old
fruit trees. The species is now only a rare passage
migrant. Blue and great tits, among other birds, do
however nest in those old trees that remain standing.

I walked a short way down Hill Green Road where |
came across a field of sheep and lambs in an old
orchard at Green Acre Farm — a commonly accepted
sign of spring. My next stop was at Parsonage Farm
which has a splendid farm shop. including a Post
Office and a butchery that serves meat from animals
reared on the farm. I took the opportunity. being
careful not to set off a gaggle of edgy geese, to have
another look at the impressive, double entry,
mediaeval tithe barn in the farmyard.

[ then walked down Church Lane, passing a
community orchard in which sheep were grazing
among old and newly planted cherry trees. The
children of Hartlip Primary School have had a summer
teddy bears” picnic in the orchard. I subsequently sat
myself down on the grass verge, at the top of the very
steep Honeyerock Hill, which leads down to the
Stockbury Valley and the A249 Maidstone to
Sheerness road. Very nearby was a rookery in a group
of ash trees. There were about twenty nests, many
being still under repair from the winter storms. 1 did
however notice the tail feathers of at least one sitting,
female bird sticking out of the nest. I wondered where
the rooks would go if and once the trees were dead
from the spreading disease of ash dieback. Finally, I
visited the graveyard of the nearby 13th century

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

24 Hour Service (Mo call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Eslimates
0.AP. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
mile: 07775 423744

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

Boarding CATNAp
Cattery FTRT

£
Owner FAB frained. 04 DH\
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment only please
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhursi@yahoo.co.uk
Eispeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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church of’ St Mary Magdalene, Stockbury. Next to it
was a group of rams, their work done for the year.
grazing among cherry trees on the remains of a motte
and ballie, originally built by the Normans. [ could
hear a blackbird and a song thrush singing. There were
a few wood anemones and lesser celandines just in
bloom among the gravestones. Growing much more
prolifically were flowers that can be described as
having *yellow discs florets and white rays’, namely,
common daisies. I picked a small posy of the flowers
to take home to Mrs Ennis, mother of Sarah and
Annabel. Sweet violets would have been more
appropriate and presentable, but 1 failed to find any.
Joe Ennis
HEMPSTEAD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
The Glory Years
From 1966 to 1971 Hempstead United dominated
Medway football on Saturdays and won almost every
competition they entered. Many of their players also
played for Rainham Cricketers, a leading team in the
Premier Division of the Medway Sunday League.
Competing firstly in the Rochester & District League
Division 1 which they won in 1966/67 and 1967/68.
they then joined the New Brompton League and
played in a strip of black and blue stripes and black
shorts. The team won county fame in the Kent
Benevolent Cup by beating Maidstone Rangers 4-3 in
the 1968 final. They also caused a big upset when they
reached the quarter finals of the Kent Senior Cup
defeating Kent League teams Slade Green,
Crockenhill and Faversham Town before losing 4-2 to
Herne Bay. This led to key players John Gunner and
Pat Goodyer leaving to play senior football but with
new talent the team’s success continued.
Former West Ham Youth players Derek Hales and
Rodney Diddams with Richard Hales and David
Wood from Breach Rovers and Aidan O’ Sullivan
from Chatham arrived. These players fitted in well
with defenders Tony Jarvis, Terry Marks, Ray Rowe
and Barry Welch, midfielders Martin Allen and Jesse
Reed and forwards Frank Hewitt and Roger Bassett.
George Phillips and Wavell Hulbert also featured in
the squad.
During the 1970-71 season Hempstead United headed
the New Brompton league but were challenged by
Strood side Rainbow Rangers right to the end.
Hempstead defeated Rainbow 3-1 in September but
the league championship hinged on the outcome of the

* TREE MANAGEMENT
* CHIPPING

e | INDSA

* MULCH
- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

return game at the end of the season. Hempstead also
defeated Rainbow 4-1 to win the Sittingbourne
Charity Cup. They were occasionally challenged in the
league but their hardest matches were in cup
competitions with their only reverse being a 3-2 defeat
against Kent League side Slade Green in the Kent
Senior Cup.
After defeating Medway County 7-1 in the area final
of the Kent Junior Cup with Derek Hales scoring five
goals, Hempstead met Mote Wanderers from
Maidstone in the county stage of the competition.
After trailing by three goals in the first half
Hempstead fought back to 3-3 before Norman Dolby
scored a late winner. Unfortunately, Mote Wanderers
complained to the KCFA that he was an ineligible
player, the appeal was upheld and the match replayed
but Hempstead won 3-0 to reach the county final.
Hempstead faced Kent Amateur League side BOCM
at Sheppey United Football Ground in the county final
of the Kent Junior Cup. In difficult windy conditions
they struggled to play well. Derek Hales scored in the
first halt'but BOCM hit back strongly and equalized,
forcing the mateh into extra time. Defender Barry
Welch then scored in the final minute to win the cup
for Hempstead.
With three league matches to play Hempstead faced
Rainbow Rangers in an almost certain championship
decider. Derek Hales scored a hat trick which gave
Hempstead a 3-1 victory then after winning their
remaining two matches they became New Brompton
League Champions for the third consecutive season.
Most of the players left at the end of the 1970-71
season to play at a higher level. Derek Hales became a
professional with Luton then Charlton, Derby, West
Ham and Gillingham, his brother Richard played for
Sittingbourne, Rodney Diddams had a spell at
Dartford and others joined Faversham Town. With the
loss of so many talented players Hempstead United
were unable to repeat their earlier successes but they
remained in the New Brompton League.
David Wood.
AFTERNOON TEA
St Michael and all Angels Church, Hartlip
We will be starting our famous afternoon teas on the
first Sunday of the month from May until September.
Sunday 6th May, 3.00 — 5.00pm. Please join us for a
relaxing afternoon of tea and homemade cakes in our
lovely church yard with beautiful orchard views.

Kitchen & Bathroom Installation
Design-Supply-Tiling-Plumbing-Plastering-Electrics
Professional Family Business

Womee - Ol s Experisnes |
‘?lgllt:l»i‘l Free Quotations |

Contact Simon
Mobile: 07836610348 Landline: 01634233724
Email: Simontwigg@uk2.net




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Ete,
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.E.M.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

&, Massage 0\

Dc you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?

Professionally qualified rnassage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/lFax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY = DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING = DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE = FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
: bl iy
PR |y Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
e
Renovations Lic

01634 389675
www.hprenovations.co.uk

07721 365 630
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair T_raﬂer

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,

Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

REPLACEMENT KITCHEN DOORS

MADE ANY SIZE !
Give a NEW LOOK to your old Kitchen
. Huge range of door styles and colours

. Worktops, sinks and appliances
. We also supply and install complete kitchens

Call: CALLAWAY KITCHENS 01634 262396 or 07970678895
Email: a.call y@sky.com

COMPOSITE DOORS DIRECT
Composite doors are the future for doors.
| Over recent years the composite door market |
has experienced massive growth as

consumers recognise their benefits
FITTED \nq Salesmen. No Discounts. Just One Quality. OneF

ROM £75

Windows from £325, Conservatories from £4995
PLEASE CALL MARK/ROB ON: 07973 302996 / 01634 387963

y Neat Feet ¢
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs

Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2018

April 15th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Wouodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome to
this cheerful group, just come along or ring (11634
388912 for more information

April 18th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, Jeannie Robinson Title: The Science of
Propagation, New members always welcome ring
07791 781 910 for details

April 19th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 - 4.00pm.
Breast Cancer Care Wakeley Hall, Oast House
Community Centre, Granary Close, Rainham. Visitors
welcome for small entry charge per visit. Ring 01634
3066276 for details.

April 19th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, Scrabble,
board games, tea and chat. All Saints Church,
Hempstead Road 2.00 - 4.00pm. New members always
welcome, phone 07583 343 782

April 20th — 26th - Art and Design Exhibition, Rainham
School for Girls Sixth Form, Halpern Gallery 272 High
Street Chatham. Free to enter details 01634 362746

April 20th - The Oast Community Centre, *Lost
Breweries of Medway” History Talk - David Burton,
9.45am — 12.15pm, £3 per person, two for £5, Bar open.

April 20th - Medway Hospital charity Quiz Night,
7.00pm, Common Room, Postgraduate Centre,
Medway Maritime Hospital. Teams 6 — 8. £6 per person
bring your own drinks and nibbles. Details and to book
01634 830000 ext5398 or medwayft.charity@nhs.net

April 20th - Local History Society, Byron Primary
School, Gillingham, ME7 5XX, 7.15pm - Talk Jeremy
Thornton *Shipbuilding at Sheerness” Membership £2(.
Visitors £3 per meeting. Tea and coffee is available
before the meeting for a small charge, details Val
Barrand 07947 583327 or visit website www.grlhs.org

April 20th - Jazz Gig, Anchorians Rugby Club, 8.00pm,
Roan Kearsey-Lawson Quartet, Admission £12,
Enquiries 01634 354352 or 07544 312743, Website
coljazz. webs.com

April 21st - Rainham South Councillors surgery 3:16 cafe
Parkwood 10.00am -12noon, no appointment necessary

April 21st - *“The Ministry of Biscuits’, Applause Rural
Touring Theatre, Bredhurst Village Hall, 7.30pm The
Foundry Group, Tickets £10 Ann Keeble (11634 361263

Garden Machinery
Services
For all
petrol garden machinery
& small engine servicing

and repairs
Collection & Return available

Call Chris on
07771356732

email seedlings@email.com

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

April 21st - Rochester and North Kent Music and Drama
Festival, Pilkington Building, Kent University Chatham
Maritime, ME4 4TB, 9.15am - 5 00pm, small entrance
fee. See www.rnkmdflorg.uk for details.

April 21st - English Festival Cake Decorating
Competition, theme *Royal Baby/Royal Wedding
Under 14’s category and 14 and over. Entries to WI's
Tea Tent at Riverside Country Park before 12 noon

April 22nd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am,
meet Anne Bond 07778 302866 or Pat Wells 07804
837155 Sheldwich Lees Village Hall Car Park. GR
014561 MLE13 OLG for 5.5 mile walk using pathways
via Badlesmere. Throwley and Wilgate Green could be
muddy if wet. 2 stiles. Dogs Allowed

April 22nd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 7 miles / 11.3km, finish 2.00pm
Four Water Mills, Meet and park at the public car park
Wingham High Street CT3 1BN, TR242577 Mainly
flat. Contact: Mike, cycling39¢zaol.com

April 22nd - Indoor Boot Fair, Twydall Community
Centre, Beechings Way, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Free
Parking, Refreshments available

April 22nd - *He Is Risen!” (see 15th April)

April 25th - Gillingham Horticultural Society, 7.15pm,
Speaker - Horticultural Scientific Developments,
United Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham ME7 4PU, £2 Members £3 Non Members,
details Call Sandie 07962 277330

April 25th - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium
Hall, Rainham, 7.30pm, AGM & speaker for chosen
charity, All welcome, Contact secretary Olwen
O’Dowd 01634 263622 for more details.

April 25th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Charity
Presentation, (see 11th April)

April 26th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk *How to enjoy
Driving” by John Mills (see 19th April)

April 26th - Free films at St. Mary’s! St. Mary Magdalene
Church, Gillingham Green, 2.00pm, Free entry and
refreshments; no need to book., details 01634 324783

April 26th - Jazz at the Hastings, 8.00 — 10.30pm,
Hastings Arms, Lower Rainham Road, Gillingham, The
Donn Barcott Band ‘FiveSLive’, Donn 01634 405037

April 27th - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30, Alison
Bristo — Orang-utans and My Journey to Borneo, Holy
Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, E8 6TN, all welcome,
just come or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

PYE

@D CERFACE

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

Supply & Fit Service =
Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR|
WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours
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o Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Foot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For ail enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK .
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED CR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

Kent I8 ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN

oy NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TQO BIG

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor

srl:mlnp_s s Zammit Fall‘ Tl‘alll!l‘

Jame
01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

- — 11 Farnham Close, Rainham, MES 8NS
e Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  pegiGNer LTo
Suppliers and Installers of Quality
TRUST Kitchens
MARK Bedrooms Fair Tratler
iy Bathrooms

Tel/lFax 01634 379423
www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.
Website: www.linwoodhe.com Li nw00d

Telephone: 01634 230261 Home Electronics
Mobile: 079 0550 7338 Eat. 1982

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS
Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

LUKEHURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured,

[For Free quote ning

Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services

Paths, Pafios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.

Odd Jobs and much more Na job too smail
Prompt and Reliable Service
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Diary 2018

April 28th & 29th - Bluebells & Cream Tea Weekend,
2.00pm each day, Tickets £7 per person purchased in
advance — no tickets available on day (children under
16 free). Call Jim Chalmers 07870 878907, Esther
Huxstep 01634 233752 bwag(a vanessajones.plus.com

April 28th - Barnardo's Charity Quiz Night, 7.00pm for
7.30 start, Tywdall Church Hall, Tickets £5 each,
Tables of 6-8 Book in advance, 01634 233405

April 28th - Wine and Wisdom Evening, 7.00pm for
7.30pm start, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Wigmore, £5 per person, teams up to 8 people, details
and to book Alan Spearink 01634 370492

April 28th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 14th April)

April 29th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 6 miles / 9.7km, finish 12.45pm, Medway
Urban Walk, Meet at the exit from the top car park in
Whiflen's Avenue. Chatham ME4 48F, TQ759681
bring picnic lunch. Contact: 07941 813985

April 29th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet David Gaul 07719 382284 Boughton under Blean,
Bounds Lane. Park on the street between garage &
Queens Head GR 062593 MEI3 9BA for 4.5 mile walk
via Mount Ephraim and through orchards. No Dogs

April 29th - Chatham Bowling Club Open Day, 10.00am
—4.00pm, Palmerston Road Chatham, Come and try
your hand at Bowls, Equipment and Training provided.
Contact K Grubb 07934 368627

April 29th - Taize Service, St. Mark's Church, Canterbury
Street, Gillingham, 6.30pm join us for a short
contemplative service focusing on the Easter story,
information contact (01634 570489

April 30th - Medway Serabble Club, (see 16th April)

May Ist - GHS Floral Art Group, “May Pole” — a spiral
arrangement, (see 17th April)

May Ist - Breast Cancer Support Group, Medway
Hospital, Level 2, Area 7, 7.00 — 9.00pm. Julie Gamble
from the Advanced Skin & Beauty Clinic will give a
demonstration together with a beautician, details
Angela Blackwell 01634 861802 or 07761 853750

May |st - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Members
Meeting. New members welcome, 01634 366276.

May 3rd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist, Scrabble,
board games, tea and chat (see 19th April)

May 4th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

May 4th - Games Afternoon, Lower Halstow Memorial,
2.00 - 4.00pm. Euchre, Rummycub, Whist, Scrabble
and many other card and board games. £1.50 per person
includes Tea/Biscuits and a very warm welcome.

May 6th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5km, finish 1.00pm,
Canterbury - Coffee, Cake & 'Bring a friend', Park
considerately around Chartham village. Meet on the
green near the toilets. CT4 7LA, TR106551, Level
terrain and no stiles. May be muddy if wet. Contact:
Tony/Ann, 01634 440663, vajra.faulkner(wtesco.net

May 6th - Afiernoon Tea. St Michael and all Angels
Church, Hartlip, 3.00 — 5.00pm. Please join us for a
relaxing afternoon of tea and homemade cakes whilst
enjoying the peace and tranquillity ot our lovely church
yard with beautiful views across the orchards to
Rainham and help us to keep our beautitul church alive.

May 8th - Medway Antique & Collectors” Club,
Exhibition of Teddies and Talk. *And So To Bed.
History of Teddies and Other Bears” (Powerpoint) -
Mrs. Melanie Gibson-Barton, (see 10th April)

May 9th - East Medway U3A, Barbara Stevens - Stories
from a Journalist Year, (see 11th April)

May 9th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, AGM, (sce
11th April)

May 10th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Gardening and plant
sale with Jackie Aviolet (see 19th April)

May 1 1th - Local History Society, AGM, (see 20th April)

May 12th - Tea and Cake Lindy Hop Dance, Lower
Halstow Memorial 7.30 - 10.00pm Hot Rod’s Lindy
Hop Musie, Tickets £7 includes Tea/Coffee and cake.
Bring you own supper and beverage. Tickets 01795
844408 prior to the Dance

Kent Garage Doors

Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.

01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants

Selt Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning « Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, MES 7PH

Kitchens & Bathrooms
- C 111r1|}[| TE J‘I()l]'l\. I]H'] ovement \'{'I'\'I\.'t'
Call Now for your free, no
obligation design consultation
01634 648007
nsandbathroomskent.com

www,_ki‘r h

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & vour address,
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Terry’s of
Upchurch, 13 The Street or from the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For
more information see the orchard page
on www.thenet.uk.net

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER
based in Kent. £50 off my all day price
of £600 with this advert. www.
clairecolstonphotography.webs.com

BEGINNERS YOGA CLASS
Rainham. Tuesdays 9.30am Trial Class
half price. Held in The Centre of Mind,
Body and Spirit, opposite the
Travelodge M2 services. For more info
call/message Anita 07789200628

VARIOUS SIZED ROOMS for hire
for groups and functions in The Oast
Community Centre next to Rainham
Station. Reasonable rates. For viewing
and details call 07717 624 342 or
email enquiries(a) oastcentre.org
www.oastcentre.org

Facebook: @ The Oast Rainham,

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior

& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices, Tel: 07841 675 253

HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience

Call Steve on 07931 864 346

MRfixIT Home Construction

No job too big or small. All work
guaranteed. Free quotes,

Tel mobile 07704 934 681

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m? (=250 logs), Am® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf w[Iu.LmL and general
garden maintenance, W]Hm(m
Parkwood, Hempstead areas, Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641
DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

GARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477,

LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan, 1-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzie on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwpiagmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

RALPH THE GARDENER.
Mowing, edging, weeding, pruning,
planting, digging and tidying.
Competitive rates,

07415 151 015 or 01634 361505,
New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality. deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a

valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

Wi Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. [)nu\my patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy
(1634 377138 or 07870 165 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kmm\ Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. (11634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

Cé&.J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds. gardens cleared.
Gireen waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404,

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds gualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111,

TONY'S PLUMBING SERVICES,
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits,

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

CLAIRE’S DOG BOARDING AND
dog walking services. Licensed by
Medway Council, home boarding,
Police checked and insured. Tel., “Claire
Finch on 07775 946 065 or 01634
230921. FB page Claire’s Dog
Walking. Email
snowwitchbirmans@@hotmail.co.uk

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams ete. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret
01634 363315/ 07766 980 732
DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
Kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockels,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass

cutting, hedge culting, tree work, fencing.

Patios, decking, (11.~.|;:11 & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466,
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

HANDYMAN including GARDENS
and fencing. Call Andrew 01634
613871 or 07708 508 193
BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE.
info call Julie 07983 397 439
BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 121 0r
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery.
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
,_imdm' Hedge Cutting, Sheds,

ages, Ga m.h.m Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small, Free
advice and estimates for a first class

Jjob. Friendly, professional service.

Call Colin: 01634 261749,
07970 759404,

RALPH'S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs, Tel 01634 375481
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
]uxl give us a call. We come toyou

and the first consultation is fee,
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone (11634 364859,
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418,

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates,

01634 370323 or 07817 825 859
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

For more

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist, 01634 871808,
GARDENING ADVICE IN YOUR
own garden. Professional & friendly.
01634 260765 www.gardenity.co.uk

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 Tam (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and youth
work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome.

Pastor Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modemnised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 011634 231077.

VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is \lawcku.i with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps ete with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES 2018
now available as an A4 year planner free to
download / print on www.thenet.uk.net

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

= All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

* Landlord Gas Safety Reports

* Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

101634 789025 /07950 761061 | .

'Window Fix Direct
Do you have windows
or doors that.

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07910 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
» Free demonstrations

- After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2,3 & 4 yard Skips
NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion ch Training Club

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels,

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses,

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

Repairs & Automation
All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

@m@ Fair Trader
701634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

Heating
www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmare, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 3 74028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
- Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s A
Plumbing & ~séfe

Sausjatafelalalagesagegefish

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For e cstmates coprore 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, w
fuse boards o ENEE
& full rewires sThetzn |

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors __"'“ o
Fitted Warcrobes — Plastering. seassne (7
Electrics from rewires to extra sockets

All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 ElImstone Road, Rainham

T ' FREE NO
D curram s BLEI%{:&ASEJ%CTURERS Lp| OBLIGATION
LG : )| QuOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials » Net Curtains . Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds . Awnings
call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre
Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG

M: 07956 358531, E: sales@crystaicunams co uk, W www_crystalcurtains co.uk

cimE - plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 ey
Fair Trader  \i0b: 07897 498189 =

Free Surveys & Quotes a

s
o Ny
P \

® 24 hour Personal Service
* Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent MEY 2YY
Kent MEB 8AR Car parking available

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funenal Dinecters
A private family owned and run business

* Home visits if preferred
* Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available

o
* Private Chapels of Rest

* Horse Drawn Hearse available

Kent ME8 9PW
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