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Rainham Ladies Civil Defence Football Club - 1944. A report of this match in the local newspaper read:
‘Rainham Ladies beaten — Aylsecham ladies’ team beat the ladies of Rainham Civil Defence at Rainham on
Saturday by 2-1 in a hard-fought game in which the issue was in doubt up to the final whistle. On the
Rainham side White (Elsie - front row 3rd from left) was a good leader, well supported by Robinson (Ruth
- back row 2nd from left), who was about the cleverest player on the field. Major, (Katherine - back row
centre) making her debut in goal, gave a smart display and Hart and Constant were sound backs. A
collection was taken for the Red Cross’ See the letter from Derek Twort on page 2.

orna elizabeth

Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES]
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Editorial

Rather belatedly we wish you all a Very Happy and
Prosperous New Year. How the time flies. After
weeks of hectic preparation the big day arrives and
goes in the blink of an eye and already it is the middle
of January and we are still finishing up those
chocolates, cakes, biscuits, nuts and other treats that
no one really likes or wants but we feel obliged to
provide at Christmas. I remember watching a family in
Mote Park feeding the ducks mince pies at Easter — the
ducks didn’t want them either!

Now is the time for the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch,
this year the weekend of 27th — 28th January. Around
500,000 people took part in the last birdwatch and
your contribution really helps to provide a picture of
bird life in Britain today. Even if sadly you have
nothing to record it is of interest to the RSPB but of
course it is much more exciting for you and the
children or grandchildren, whoever you can rope in to
help, if there is lots of activity in your garden. Putting
out feed obviously helps but if you do not want to do
this you can count the birds in a local park or on a
country walk through nearby fields and orchards.
Don’t worry if you do not recognise many different
birds even the most experienced birders have
difficulty sometimes. You can request a Free Pack to
help you at the website www.rspb.org.uk

I am confident on the ten or so most common visitors
to our garden but beyond that I falter so I really
admire the skills Joe Ennis demonstrates in Nature
Notes each month.

Joe is an exceptionally reliable contributor with his
interesting and informative items for Action Forum
virtually every month since August 1979 and it is very
much appreciated. We congratulate him as he
celebrates his 80th birthday and look forward to many
more years of Nature Notes. His daughter has spent
many hours uploading his Action Forum articles to a
website which can be enjoyed by all (see her letter).
Log in to www.joeennis.jimdo.com for a nostalgic trip
among the archives. Joe is also well known for his
many other contributions to local life in Rainham as
can be seen by his letter this month in his role as a
governor at St Margaret’s School.

Count the birds, go for a walk when the sun shines,
stay indoors in the warm when it is wet and windy but
whatever you do have a very good month until we see
you again at the end of February.

Correspondence

JOE ENNIS
Dear Editor,
I thought your readers might like to join me
in wishing my father and long-standing Action Forum
columnist, Joe Ennis, a very Happy 80th Birthday. Joe
was born December 31st 1937 in Shepshed,
Leicestershire, and moved to Rainham in 1969, shortly
after his marriage to Eve.
My father commuted to London for 25 years and at
weekends worked two allotments on Solomon Road,
plus a large fruit and veg patch at home. His love of
the natural world and the changing seasons is
expressed in your column 'Nature Notes'. It is hard to
believe that Joe has been contributing to Action
Forum's pages for nearly four decades. I believe he
started to write his 'Rides from Rainham' series in
1979. He wrote under the pseudonym 'Kemsley and I'
- with Kemsley being a three-gear ladies bicycle on
permanent loan from Eve. In the mid-1990's Joe began
'Nature Notes', which he still writes to this day.
To mark my father's milestone birthday [ have begun
to upload all his contributions to Action Forum onto a
website: www joeennis.jimdo.com. New articles will
be uploaded monthly. I hope many of Action Forum's
readers will subscribe to this 'retro blog' and share
articles they have enjoyed on facebook etc. With many
thanks for all your hard work over the years
in bringing Action Forum to Rainham's residents.

Regards,

Annabel Ennis Johnson

Email annabel johnson@hotmail.co.uk

RAINHAM LADIES FOOTBALL

Dear Editor,

I read with interest earlier in the year the article
Rainham Ladies Football, as I recalled my mother
telling me she played football as a young lady.

[ have only just obtained our family records which
include photo’s and newspaper clips related to my
mother Ruth Twort (nee Robinson) days as a player. I
am pleased to report that she played for Rainham Civil
Defence Ladies Football Team in 1944 as did
Katherine Major, the cousin of Alan Major who wrote
the article in your June 2017 issue. Katherine Major is
mentioned in the newspaper clip in a match they

played against Aylesham Ladies (see page | caption)
On the back of another photo my mother recorded in a
different match she scored the winning goal, which
resulted in each of the Rainham Ladies team receiving
an 8 Ib basket of fruit (which I imagine would have
been a real treat in 1944) and on another being
knocked out, but still enjoying the match. The players
of the Rainham Civil Defence Team in 1944 were
Major, Black, Constant; Chadwick, Blake, Arnold,
Golding, Moore, Robinson, White, Reid and Ashby
My mother also worked for Mosses the bakers in 1942
next to St Margaret’s Church, which is now the site of
Marlborough House - a residential home.

Yours sincerely,

Derek Twort

Email derektwort@msn.com

LOCAL GOVERNING BODY
Dear Editor
The Local Governing Body (LGB) of St Margaret’s
Church of England Junior School, in Orchard Street, is
seeking another co-opted governor. The LGB should
consist of the Head Teacher (ex officio), one staff
member, two parent members and six co-opted
members. We are looking for someone who will be
committed to helping the LGB to both challenge and
support the School Leadership Team in its role of
improving the quality of teaching and learning. At our
last OFSTED inspection in December 2013 we were
judged to be “Good”. The LGB meets six times a year,
in the school, from 4pm to about 6.30pm. Training
will be given, usually at school. If anyone wishes to
put his or her name forward, or wants further
information, please ring me, Joe, on 235182, or
Chrissie Hornby on 387348. We are looking forward
to hearing from you.

Yours Sincerely,

Joe Ennis,
(a governor at St Margaret’s C of E Junior School)

RAINHAM LADIES CHOIR DIAMOND
ANNIVERSARY
Dear Editor
Rainham Ladies Choir are pleased to announce that
2018 is their 60th year since it was founded in 1958
by the much respected Joan Bigwood who devoted her
life to music, as a piano and voice teacher — and to her
choir. Starting with a handful of ladies, Joan built the
choir into a local institution in the Medway Towns,
winning many cups at festivals and raising thousands
of pounds for charities through concerts.
Today the choir has around 40 ladies from all walks of
life who share a love of singing with vocal abilities of
Soprano, Mezzo Soprano and Alto. We rehearse every
week on Monday evening and our repertoire includes
early madrigals and sacred music to songs from the
shows and modern popular songs. To mark this very
special occasion, the choir is looking for a couple who
celebrate their Diamond Anniversary in 2018 to
invite, as our very special guests, to our gala
commemorative concert on 6th October 2018.
For more information visit out website:
www.rainhamladieschoir.org.uk/join
Telephone 01634 373132 or 01634 370797 or email:
secretary(@rainhamladies.org.uk

Yours sincerely

Sandra Paine — Committee member
DISTRIBUTION
Volunteer distributors are needed for:
Parkwood
Woollaston, Warlingham, Wildman Closes
Hempstead
Meadowdown, Thistledown, Tamarind, Mulberry
Wildwood, Black Rock, Stalham, Coppice Court
Upchurch
Oak, Wallbridge & Bishop Lanes, Jubilee Terrace
If you can help please email af@thenet.uk.net
orring 01634 310011 (please mention Action Forum)

+TAPS « CYLINDERS gyl

* TANKS ¢+ LEAKS
01634 361 767
FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 07715 493020

BOILERS * BATHROOMS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years

Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs

Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Trusod trader Family run independent company e

For advice and a very competitive quote call -

01634 363881 or 07973 860369 ™

@ Berengrave Service Station 2 B
* FREE COLLECTION SERVICE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIS
mois [ SERVICNE .7 DIAGNOSTICS
@ rvees o RePMRS S ARCON
Lower Rainham Ad, Rankam MES 71, wow beresgraveservioestatinsom {1} /7 A1 ]

Home Help Service | :
At Home Out & About |
« Housework * Visiting the shops | Tq ke que
e Respite sitting ~ ® Supportto | Caring For Your Independence
* Well-being visits gppomh‘r.\enf; | Please callus on:
. « Companionshi
Gardening/ * Companionshe | 1632316821
Handyman T www.takecareltd.co.uk
i sent the W’@ pexson ASSIsmnts CRB checked,
arol, she cold have leen fﬂW\L@ insured & referenced
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Diary 2018

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to
af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,
Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent ME8 8PP
Diary Copy Date: February 13th 2018

January 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 5.2 miles / 8.4 km, finish
1.00pm, meet Meopham Green DA13 0AP, TQ641652
Contact: Frank/Min Ewen, 01634 669970

January 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
moderate circular walk 9 miles /14.5 km, finish 3.00pm,
car park South of A20 Fake Oast Houses with Green
and Orange Flags ME17 1AH, TQ867525, Walk to
Hollingbourne, Leeds Castle and Harrietsham. Contact:
Derek, 07768 448633, derek.kent@blueyonder.co.uk

January 14th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Doreen Maguire 01634 376230 Motney
Hill car park GR 821674 ME8 7TZ. 5 mile fairly flat
walk across fields and through orchards. fairly via The
Strand and Berengrave. Dogs Allowed

January 15th - Rainham Evening WI, St Paul’s Church,
Parkwood, 7.30pm, A Tour of New England, Michael
Bunn, All welcome, ring Kate Archer 01634 360797.

January 16th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, 7.30 - 9.45pm, £4. So
you want to be a Wildlife Presenter? — Mike Dilger for
Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

January 16th - GHS Floral Art Group, 7.30 — 9.00pm,
United Reformed Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, Workshop 1 — Leaf Manipulation, New
members welcome, no experience needed. Just come
along and receive a friendly welcome, details contact
Kaye Buss 01634 232998 kayebuss@btinternet.com

January 17th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.30pm, Norman Beauchamp ‘Tax, Care and Toy
Boys’, Hyacinth Show + Quiz, New members always
welcome ring 07791 781 910 for details

January 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, History of the London Bus
- Bob Appleton, for over 50s ring 01634 234712

January 18th - Hempstead Leisure Club, A crafty
afternoon with Elaine. All Saints Church, Hempstead
Road 2.00 - 4.00pm, new members always welcome.
Phone 07583 343782

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wmcrup MAFHP
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on
07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

January 18th - Rainham Women's Institute, 1.45 -
4.00pm. Speaker on ‘Pearls” Wakeley Hall, Oast House
Community Centre, Granary Close. Visitors welcome
for small entry charge per visit. Ring 01634 366276

January 19th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

January 20th- Rainham South Councillors surgery 3:16
cafe Parkwood 10.00am — 12, no appointment needed
January 20th - Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH), Quiz
Night, Roko Health Club, Watling Street, MES 6BY.
7.30pm start. Tickets £5, teams up to 8. All drinks must
be bought at the bar, snacks welcome 01634 855844 or

email medwayasthmaselthelp@btconnect.com

January 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club, United
Reformed Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham,
7.30 — 10.00pm. New &experienced dancers welcome,
with or without a partner ring 366189 or 388546.

January 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 8 miles / 12.9 km, finish
2.30pm, Park Jeskyn's Country Park Car Park, Cobham,
Parking £1.50, café and toilet. DA12 3AN, The Darnley
Trail, passing through Shorne Country Park. Bring
picnic lunch, pubs in Cobham at end. Contact: Chris,
01634 360270, chris.strachan@]live.com

January 21st - Medway Towns Footpaths Group, 10.00am
meet John Trebill 01634 244045 Leybourne Lakes
Country Park. A228 GR 696602 ME20 6AA, carpark
£1, for 6.5 mile fairly flat walk with slight inclines,
country lanes, across fields / grassland and through
woods Expect muddy sections. Dogs Allowed

January 22nd - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm, St
Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham, new
members welcome, details 01634 230500

January 24th - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium
Hall, 7.30pm, The History of the Hovercraft, All
welcome, Membership £10 (full member) £3
(associate) Contact Olwen O’Dowd 01634 263622

January 24th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Beetle Drive, for
details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

January 24th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members welcome, just
come along or ring 01634 388912 for more information

January 25th - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, scrabble,
board games, tea and chat (see 18th Jan)

January 25th — Wigmore Thursday Club, AGM (18th Jan)

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980

6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

January 26th - Medway Trams 1895 — 1930, 10.00am —
12.15pm,The Oast Community Centre, Granary Close,

Rainham MES 7SG, Talk by a Local Historian followed

by Q & A and Refreshments, Tickets £3 or £5 for 2
from oastcentre.org/historytalk or pay on the day

January 26th - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30pm,
Martin Harris — Opera and Volcanoes, a trip through
Italy, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, all welcome,
just come or ring Lorna Bailey 01634 572139

January 27th - Quiz Night, 7.30pm start, Carmel Hall,
Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne Tables of 6 — 8, £5 pp BYO
food, drinks and glasses Net proceeds for JTJ Trust
Fund Mike 01634 360906 mikew16@bluecyonder.co.uk

January 28th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Brian Gevaux 01634 235883 Lower
Halstow. Lapwing Drive GR 858674 ME9 7DZ for 5
mile walk via Saxon Shore Way, Upchurch and Golf
Course using footpaths and roads. Dogs Allowed

January 28th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
moderate circular walk 8.5miles/13.7 km, ends 2.45pm,
Ightham Mote please park at the top end of National
Trust car park £2, TN15 ONU, TQ584537 good
footpaths and some road walking. Bring picnic lunch.
Contact: 07749 760788, billingsjc@blueyonder.co.uk

January 31st - Wine and Wisdom Evening, 7.00pm, bring
your own team or join ours, Raffle and refreshments,
Members £2, Non Members £3, The United Reformed
Church Hall, Balmoral Road, Gillingham, ME7 4PU
All welcome, light refreshments available

February 1st —28th - Art Exhibition, Paintings by Local
Artists Clive Bass and John Gilson on show and For
Sale in Rainham Library, Birling Avenue

February 1st - Hempstead Leisure Club, Talk ‘Managing
Asthma - Self Help’ (see 18th Jan)

February 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, see 20th Jan

February 4th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet David Brown 07815 106791 Boughton
White Horse Pub GR 057594 ME13 9AL. Park In The
Street for 5.5 mile circular walk via Boughton and
Dargate undulating with hilly sections, could be muddy
if wet. Dogs Allowed

February 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, easy
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5 km, finish 1.30pm, park
Chartham village. Meet on green CT4 7LA, TR107551
follow the river into Canterbury, hour and a half stop
then return. Wheelchair friendly. Contact: Tony/Ann,
01634 406634, vajra.faulkner@tesco.net

AERIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
e Extra TV /SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
e TV & Appliances Set

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692
Mob 07789 796256

EE JA com, leteYy new cattery, fully compliant
SEEDLINGS | | ol comp

F OI' P I'OfOSSional Yeal' ngi%egg'welcomed by appointment.
Up Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance -
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

RHS Quialifieal

February 4th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, help with
some practical tasks on the site, meet at the visitor
centre, Ring 01634 337432 for details.

February 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, see 22nd Jan

February 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, 7.30pm,
Rainham Cricket Club, Berengrave Lane, Darren
Everest — Growing Sweet Peas. New members
welcome, details from 01634 366276.

February 6th - Breast Cancer Support Group, Medway
Hospital, Level 2, Area 7, 7.00 — 9.00pm, A speaker
from 'Toy Boys' talking about Tax Care, details Angela
Blackwell 01634 861802 or 07761 853750

February 8th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Collection of
Annual Subscriptions, (see 18th Jan)

February 8th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Age Concern
Medway, Speaker Karen Arnold (see18th Jan)

February 8th - Free Films at St. Mary Magdalene Church,
Gillingham Green “Jersey Boys”, 2.00pm, Free entry
and refreshments, No need to book. 01634 324783

February 9th - Local History Society, Byron Primary
School, Gillingham, ME7 5XX, 7.15pm - ‘Textus
Roffensis” - Rochester Cathedral Staff, Membership
£20. Visitors £3 per meeting. Tea and coffee available
before the meeting for a small charge, details Val
Barrand 07947 583327 or visit website www.grlhs.org

February 10th - Fire Building & Cooking, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm,
Bring sausages and marshmallows for a smoky lunch.
£3 pp suitable for all the family. Ring 01634 338191

February 11th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate figure of 8 walk. 9.5 miles / 15.3 km, finish
1.15pm, Meet and park Oftham Village Green ME19
SNR TQ656573 for 5 miles to West Malling, return
through Manor Country Park, picnic lunch before
second leg of 4.5 miles on woodland paths, Contact:
Len, 01634 319391 lenbeadle@blueyonder.co.uk

February 11th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet John Williams 01622 764821 07977
614033 The Friars, Aylesford, car park (Donation) GR
724588 ME20 7BX for 6 mile undulating walk hilly in
parts and possibly muddy, roads, fields, grass, tracks
and woodland. 2 stiles and 15 steps. Dogs Allowed

February 11th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Meet
at the visitor centre, Ring 01634 338191 for details.

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA
Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of outstanding natural beauty, boarding is
for cats onl)

with all new legislation. FAB accredited care

Contact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: info@whiskerslodge.com

orders - Prunin,
Border: g Web: www.whiskerslodge.comy




D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

JIA

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

4 BI 1 Rainl Accounts

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham, i

Kent MES 7EG ;‘”‘k ok

Tel: 01634 375222 ook-keeping

Fax: 01634 371318 Payroll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk A“d"' .
www.jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants
Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366
Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham ME8 7RU

www.salter-mclean.com

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUNMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires
Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com sﬁfe‘
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts s

QCR CAR REPAIRS

ic:

Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's

Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS

Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 VISA
www.qcrsales.co.uk gcrmick@hotmail.co.uk

1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. ME8 8BJ (Just off Station Rd)

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.cocm

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL - FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG e
BRYANT ETIS)
CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE_BUILDERS
T2 a1 RaTeD BY NHBC

01634 231321

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Non surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—Massage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows

telephone 01634 840 999
www.edenwindows.co.uk

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding
*10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR’S PRICE 1!

CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightclubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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QUIZ NIGHT
Medway Asthma Self-Help (MASH)
Saturday 20th January, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
Roko Health Club Watling Street, ME8 6BY.
Tickets are £5 each, teams of up to eight.
All drinks must be bought at the bar, all are welcome
to bring snacks. Free parking.

To book or more details ring 01634 855844, visit
www.medwayasthmaselfhelp.co.uk/
quiz-night-tickets or email
medwayasthmaselfhelp@btconnect.com

MEDWAY TRAMS 1895 — 1930
Friday 26th January, 10.00am — 12.15pm
The Oast Community Centre
Granary Close, Rainham MES 7SG
Join us for an exclusive History Talk by a Local
Historian followed by Q & A
Two 30 minute sessions with a half hour break,
questions afterwards
Tea and pastries available in the Tea Room
Tickets £3 or £5 for 2 pay on the day
Or online from oastcentre.org/historytalk

QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 27th January, 7.00 for 7.30pm start

Carmel Hall, Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB
Tables 6 — 8, £5 pp BYO Food, Drinks and Glasses
Net proceeds for JTJ Trust Fund, for Orphanage and

Technical School in The Philippines

Contact — Mike 01634 360906
Email — mikew 16@blueyonder.co.uk

WINE AND WISDOM EVENING
Gillingham Horticultural Society
Wednesday 3 1st January, 7.00 for 7.15pm
Bring your own team or join ours
Raffle and refreshments
Members £2 Non Members £3
The United Reformed Church Hall
Balmoral Road, Gillingham, ME7 4PU
Light refreshments, All are welcome.
Details email social@gillinghamhs,org,uk
FREE FILMS AT ST. MARY’S!
Thursday 8th February, 2.00pm
St. Mary Magdalene Church, Gillingham Green
Do join us for a showing of
“Jersey Boys”

Free entry and refreshments, No need to book.
Enquiries: 01634 324783

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations
Insured and Registered
ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates
Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

Rainham 07792 244 315

FAMILY FRIENDLY BINGO EVENING
The Friends of St Margaret's Church
Saturday 17th February, 6.00pm
Millennium Centre
Gatekeeper Chase, Rainham
Tickets £3 including one book of 8 games from
Lesley 379796 or Kay 230430
BYO Drinks and Nibbles

VALENTINE DANCE
Saturday 17th February 7.30 - 10.30pm
St Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore
Music by Rich Phillips - a mixture of Ballroom,
Disco, and Line Dancing
Tickets £6.50 must be booked in advance
Includes nibbles. Bring your own drink
call 01634 370492 and mention Action Forum.
All proceeds to Church funds.

PETER'S PLACE 70s DISCO NIGHT
Saturday [7th February, 8.00 — 11.00pm
United Services Social Club
Rainham, MES 8AY
£10 per person including nibbles.
Tickets available from billetto.co.uk
or on the door
Bar available at venue

QUIZ NIGHT: Medway Sunlight Rotary
Saturday 24th February, 7pm for 7.30pm start
Roko Health Club
Watling Street, Gillingham ME8 6BY
To help raise funds to combat blindness in the
developing world through the charity
Global Sight Solutions.

Tickets £5 per person. Teams of 6 to 8.
Bring your own nibbles, pay bar. Free Parking
To book a table email: sunlightrotary@hotmail.com
Further info at www.medwaysunlightrotary.org.uk
Any queries text Elaine on 07944 861537

APPLAUSE RURAL TOURING THEATRE
“Think of England’

Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 3JZ

Saturday February 24th, start 7.30pm.

‘Bette and Vera host tea dances to boost war-time
morale amongst local communities next to a RAF
station’ but what else do they do?

Tickets are £10 from Ann Keeble, 01634 361263
with proceeds from the evening going towards
improvements to the village hall.

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, ME8 0PX

,5/ Telephone: 01634 379762
4 Email: mail@masteralarms.com Fair Trader
& www.masteralarms.com




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES FOR DECEMBER

In December I paid a visit to the North Downs to the
south of Sittingbourne. The villages and hamlets of the
Downs sit in an ancient landscape of woods, small
fields, narrow lanes and mediaeval churches. The
latter are at the heart of rural and sparsely populated
parishes whose boundaries were settled before the
Norman Conquest and have hardly changed since. I
visited a countryside that, despite its antiquity, is not
in decay. On the contrary, its fields are in use for the
growing of fruit and arable crops and for the grazing
of beef cattle, sheep and riding horses. Many of its
woods are actively managed for timber. The beauty of
the Downs is perhaps more evident in Spring or the
Autumn but they still have their appeal in winter;
once the leaves have fallen, views of the Downs that
were obstructed in summer, open up once again. I set
out on a cold but sunny day. I went through Hartlip
and Stockbury, crossed over the Stockbury Valley and
took a narrow lane up the slope of the Downs to
Bicknor. The parish sits on a high plateau of land
which is devoted to the growing of top fruit. It is
claimed by the fruit industry that we have the best
climate in the world for growing apples and that
English apples really do have the best taste. As [
motored through the orchards I came across a mixed
flock of fieldfares and redwings, members of the
thrush family that come to this country in the winter
from Scandinavia. They feed not only on fallen fruit
but also on hawthorn, holly and other berries and
invertebrates such as worms and leatherjackets.

[ headed for Hucking, one of the most isolated of the
hamlets on the Downs. It is reached along miles of
single track lanes which become very muddy in
winter. If one meets a tractor in the middle of
nowhere, one often has to reverse an interminably
long distance. There is a diminutive church at
Hucking, Norman in origin, but extensively rebuilt in
Victorian times. Apart from the church, the only sign
that this remote spot is the heart of a local community
is a red painted George V1 post box. Hucking can be
one of the coldest places on the North Downs. The
southern boundary of the parish runs along the top of

the steep escarpment of the Downs. Here the latter rise
to over 600 feet above sea level and place names such
as “Cold Blow” and “Cold Harbour” are an indication
of the bitterly cold winds that sweep up from the
Weald of Kent in winter. Buzzards can often be seen
quartering the skies above the grassland at Hucking.
They prey on rabbits, young hares, voles and other
small mammals. They are colonising the down land
haunts from which they disappeared in the 19th
century as a result of persecution by gamekeepers. |
am afraid that I saw none on my December visit.

I headed for Torry Hill via Wormshill and Frinsted
along narrow lanes that ascend and descend the sides
of steep, dry valleys. Beech woods cover the steepest
slopes and sheep graze on the open chalk down land.
In winter, the woods on the North Downs, especially
beech woods, can sometimes be silent places.
However, one can occasionally come across a mixed
flock of great, blue and long tailed tits searching for
insects or disturb a flock of chaffinches feeding on
fallen beech masts. With my eyes on the road ahead, |
caught a glimpse only of wood pigeons; they would
probably have been in search of beech masts, acorns
or holly berries. I also noticed the fluffy, silvery fruits
of Old Man’s Beard on the hedgerows. I eventually
reached the Torry Hill Estate which occupies a flat
upland with views over the Isle of Sheppey. It consists
of parkland, arable fields, cherry orchards and woods.
In the parkland beef cattle and sheep were grazing
among the beech, oak, lime and other trees; rooks and
jackdaws were searching in the grass for worms and
other invertebrates. Most of the cherry orchards on the
estate consist of modern, dwarf stock but a large,
traditional orchard of standard trees has been retained.
In the summer I met an elderly man who was living in
a caravan for the duration of the cherry season. One of
his jobs was to keep the rooks, blackbirds, wood
pigeons and starlings off the crop. He would fire his
shot gun at 9am and at dusk and this would usually
keep the birds away both day and night. The estate has
acres of coppiced woodland under management,
timber from which is made into fence posts and
chestnut palings. Rolls of the latter are exported to
countries bordering the North Sea where they are used
to stabilise sand dunes.

TAURUS LOCKS

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER

MEDWAY 24 HOUR
PLUMBING

Boarding
Cattery

Located in an area of

CAINAp

24 Hour Service (No call out charge)
Emergency Non-Destructive Entry
Domestic and Commercial Work

All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded
Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
O.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves
Taps Repaired/ Replaced
Tanks- Cisterns -Blockages
No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

outstanding natural
beauty Py

N
Owner FAB trained Y D
Built to FAB specifications
Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appointment only please.
www.catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspeth, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, ME7 3JR
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After having had a coffee from my vacuum flask, I
headed for Highstead and Sittingbourne via Bottom
Pond Road which runs along the bed of a dry valley.
The sky had clouded over, producing a wintry, watery
sun. I stopped at an area of grass by the side of the
road which was marked ‘Bottom Pond’ on my map.
The pond, now silted up, is the place where the
boundaries of the Parishes of Bredgar, Wormshill,
Milsted and Frinsted meet at a single point. These
boundaries were set in Anglo-Saxon times. The pond
was vital for the watering of livestock and all four
parishes were given access to it. I'm sure I can
conclude that the down land countryside I visited is
not only ancient, but is one that supports thriving
horticulture, agriculture and forestry.

Joe Ennis
Editor: We reprint below an extract from one of the
carly articles Joe wrote for Action Forum which was
first published in January 1981 not much has
changed!
RIDES FROM RAINHAM by KEMSLEY & 1
WIGMORE AND HEMPSTEAD
We started our short tour of Wigmore as we turned off
the Maidstone Road into Woodside. The latter might
be described as the one-time centre of Wigmore. At
the Maidstone Road end is the Queen's Head and at
the other is the Spyglass and Kettle. In between is
Wigmore Nursery School (once a chapel), Wigmore
Post Office and the Smallholders Club. Wigmore's
other institutions (the Park, St Matthew's Church and
Community Centre and Fairview Schools) have
become established well away from Woodside on
what were among the last remaining orchards in the
area. The first large scale ordnance survey map of the
arca, published in the 1860s, shows that Wigmore
takes its name from a group of buildings (which we
assume constituted a large country house) on the edge
of an orchard and surrounded by woods. (The
Spyglass and Kettle now stands on the site of these
buildings and a house in Woodside called 'The
Orchard' stands in what was once part of the adjoining
orchard.) The revised map of the early 1900s shows
that a smallpox hospital had by then been built on the
southern boundary of the War Department's East
Hoath wood. A few scattered houses had also been
erected amongst the woods and coppices to the south
of the hospital. But the area was still a very isolated
part of Gillingham, for it appears on the map to have

been served by little more than unmetalled country
lanes and footpaths. But land was cheap in the 1930s
and this encouraged a growth of housing (mainly
bungalows and summer houses) set in large plots of
land. Wigmore continued to grow plot by plot - or
more accurately in later years, infill by infill. Its
development has thus been in complete contrast to that
of its neighbour Parkwood, on the other side of the
Maidstone Road, which was developed almost in one
fell swoop.

Before leaving Wigmore we did a short diversion to
the only building in the area, which gets a mention in
the guide books, St Matthew's Parish Church of South
Gillingham. It is a light and airy building designed, so
we read, to encourage the greatest possible
participation in services by the congregation.

We headed out of Wigmore along Hoath Lane, a short
distance down which we turned left and passed under
the M2 link road through a pedestrian tunnel. It runs
along what was once Hospital Hill Road where stood
the Alexandra (Princess of Wales) smallpox hospital.
The latter had been established by Gillingham's Local
Board of Health following a series of smallpox
epidemics in the latter part of the 19th century. (In
1872 a Government inspector conducting an Inquiry
into sanitary conditions reported that in the whole of
his experience he had never come across a place in
such a disgraceful state as New Brompton!)

Once out of the tunnel we climbed up Hempstead
Road towards Hempstead itself. To our right we could
see the Darland Banks. Over our head a raucous cry
drew our attention to a jay. This colourful member of
the crow family is still fairly common locally, despite
diminishing woodland.

In 1907, when its ‘pretty little school" was opened
with 28 children on the roll, Hempstead was described
as "the delightful rural suburb of Gillingham.” Ideas
were being muted at that time of developing the
village as a garden city, but clearly nothing became of
them. However, much new housing is currently being
built at Hempstead and this has ensured the survival of
the village school, as well as All Saints Church (built
in 1911 as a satellite of St Mary's Parish church
Gillingham) and the local public house, the Flying
Saucer. One can imagine the more energetic people of
Chatham walking up to the Flying Saucer on Summer
Sundays of long ago, although it presumably had a
more mundane name in those days.

+ TREE MANAGEMENT
« CHIPPING

e LINDS A

« MULCH v

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY
TREE SURGEONS

TEL/FAX 01634 366923

D.H. MILLER e,
For all your Plumbing Services up)
Reg No HELP is on its way
29 PGRADING CENTRAL HEATING

4 BOILER EXCHANGES
POWER FLUSHING

gﬁfe LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210
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WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAlNEDi ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E .

Theresa Elsey PFA

Local Qualified Financial Adviser
With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.

For further details contact Theresa on:

Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

L, Massage 3\

Do you need to de stress and relax?

Ever considered massage?
Professionally qualified massage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. ME8 OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY - DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING » DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy
07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance.freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE * FLOORING = GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obligation Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building
HPR Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
-J Renovat

: Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk /edway/
53 Woodside, Wigmore Fair E l'

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist

All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.

16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.
01634 366 435/ 07754 833 250

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

Day Claire
Respite Care Service - Home Help Service
Cooking, Shopping, General Care
and many more
Fully Insured, Enhanced CRB, Professionally Qualified

Please Call 01795 425088 to arrange a visit to view my
portfolio in the comfort of your own home.

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,

Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 678895 / 07791311251

©#  NeatFeet Y
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner. Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591

Diary 2018

February 12th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES
9PN, 7.30pm, Organist - Nicholas Martin, details ring
Brian Leonard 01634 234694

February 12th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those still in
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

February 13th - Wintering Wildlife and Waders,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 3.00pm, suitable for
adults and enthusiastic children 12+, binoculars not
necessary, £10 per person (cons £5) 01634 337432

February 13th - Recycled Feeders and Bug Homes,
Capstone Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or
1.00 — 3.00pm, £3 per child suitable for accompanied
children aged 5 — 12 years. Ring 01634 338191

February 13th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Valentines
Cushion’ — a tapestry style arrangement, (see 16th Jan)

February 14th - Kite Making Workshop, Capstone Farm
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon or 1.00 — 3.00pm, £5
per child , Join the rangers making kites in then fly
them on the hill in the bracing winds (see 13th Feb)

February 14th - East Medway U3A Rainham Social Club,
2.00 — 4.00pm, Mr Lenny Clark - ‘Canterbury
Cathedral’ non-members welcome £2. Free to
members, details 07895 890635

February 14th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Chocolate Making - Gillian Cromarty, (see 24th Jan)

February 15th - Den Building and Fire Lighting,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 1.00pm, the whole
family can learn the basics of Bushcraft. £3 per person,
ring 01634 337432 for more information

February 15th - Hempstead Leisure Club, whist, scrabble,
board games, tea and chat (see 18th Jan)

February 15th - Rainham Women's Institute, Speaker on
‘Life in a Victorian Workhouse” (see 18th Jan)

February 15th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Royal Visits to
Kent — Part 2 - Colin Breed, (see 18th Jan)

February 16th, 17th, 23rd & 24th - 'The Snow Queen' St
Paul's Drama Group, Gillingham Methodist Hall, Third
Avenue, ME7 2LU, 7.30 pm, mat Sat 24th 3.00pm.
Tickets £6 Adults & £5 concessions 01634 852712 or
www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk.

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE
01634 329029 or
07803 434929

February 17th - Rainham South Councillors (see 20th Jan)
February 17th - Family Friendly Bingo Evening, Friends
of St Margaret's Church, 6.00pm, Millennium Centre,

Tickets £3 including one book of 8 games from Lesley
379796 or Kay 230430, BYO Drinks and Nibbles
February 17th - Valentine Dance, 7.30 - 10.30pm, St
Matthew's Community Centre, Wigmore, Music by
Rich Phillips. Tickets £6.50 must be booked in
advance, call 01634 370492 for more information.
February 17th - Peter's Place 70s Disco Night, 8.00 —
11.00pm, United Services Social Club, Rainham, ME8
8AY, £10 per person including nibbles. Tickets from
billetto.co.uk or on the door, Bar available
February 17th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 20th Jan)
February 18th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
moderate circular walk 8 miles / 12.9 km, finish
2.30pm, meet Hollingbourne Railway Station. ME17
1FZ, TQ834551 walk through ancient woodlands and
Hollingbourne. A significant climb up to the downs and
one stretch can be very muddy. Good views. 07989
753278, graham.jenkinson@blueyonder.co.uk
February 18th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet Chris Morris 01634 374923 07847
828249 Capstone Park, Lower Car Park GR 780653
ME7 3]G Cafe & Toilets, for 5.5 mile winter walk
undulating urban and little used paths. Dogs Allowed
February 19th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 22nd Jan)
February 19th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute,
Birthday Party, (see 15th Jan)
February 20th - RSPB Medway Group Talk, Birds and
Wildlife of New Zealand — Graham Ekins (16th Jan)
February 21st - Wigmore Ladies Club, (see 24th Jan)
February 21st - Bredhurst Garden Club, Rachael Castle
Primula auriculas — history, cultivation and categories,
Jewellery and scented candles on sale. (see 17th Jan)
February 22nd — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social
Meeting, (see 18th Jan)
February 22nd - Hempstead Leisure Club, Speaker Eunice
Norman - League of Friends, Hospital Radio (18th Jan)
February 23rd - Medway Geographical Soc, Christopher
Bull — The Ancient Parishes of Gravesham, (26th Jan)
February 24th - Quiz Night- Fairview PTFA, 7.30pm,
Fairview Community Primary School, MES ONU,
Tables of 6 - 8, £7 per person, includes supper. BYO
drinks/glasses/nibbles Contact 07746 213653 or email:
hayleeb37@hotmail.com

EPCERFACEE

FOR TILES
WE'VE GOT IT!

If you are looking for : - Elegant,

Contemporary, Victorian, or Classic tiles
Porcelain - Marble
Mosaic - Stone -

ﬂ look no further!
Supply & Fit Service
Showroom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, ME7 5XR

WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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' Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Eoot Health Professional
MCFHP MAFHP
Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or

Kent ;‘ ﬁ‘lbL JROng\rgzOWSOMRK UgDEFgAKEN e 01634 372411
i Y ALL OR TOO BIG )
TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor "V £2%ay s W “E.E/\ 11 Farnham C!ose., Rainham, ME8 8NS
APPROVED James Zammit Fair mm aorein -] Domestic Installer
01634 375129 - 07802 698300 EERET
KITCHEN
RUBBISH CLEARANCE JEU Al Sl s Bl
g . Suppliers and Installers of Quality
House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish, : Ny Kitchens
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95 |8 {,‘RXS,{, Bedrooms Fair Trader
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier Bathrooms
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc Tel/Fax 01634 379423
Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745 A o Sl

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial — Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

TV PROBLEMS?

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Linwood

Home Electronics
Est. 1882

Website: www.linwoodhe.com
Telephone: 01634 230261
Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524

07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

LUK EHRURST

Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £150.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier
Fully Insured

For Free quote ring
Mick Eardley
01634 264266

M & D DECKING

Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—fortnightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too small
Prompt and Reliable Servicel
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Diary 2018

February 24th - Applause Rural Touring Theatre,
Bredhurst Village Hall ME7 3J7, 7.30pm. ‘Think of
England’. Tickets £10 from Ann Keeble, 01634 361263

February 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 7 miles / 11.3 km, finish
2.00pm, meet Red Lion public house, 75 High Street,
Bridge, CT4 5LD, TR182541 walk via Bourne Park,
Kingston and Charlton Park, back through arable and
fruit farmland. Bring picnic or Sunday pub lunch at
end. Contact: Len, 01634 319391,
lenbeadle@blueyonder.co.uk

February 25th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am Meet Joan Weekes 01634 855522 07791
883982 Jeskyns Country Park GR 662699 DA12 3AN.
Carpark charges. Toilets and cafe. 3.5 mile mainly flat
walk. Could be muddy. Dogs Allowed

February 28th - Rainham Historical Society, Building
Rochester Cathedral, (see 24th Jan)

February 28th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, A
Swipe at the 70s - Alan Haines, (see 24th Jan)

March Ist — Wigmore Thursday Club, History of the
Hovercraft - Brian Laverick-Smith, (see 18th Jan)

March 3rd — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 20th Jan)

March 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Moderate
circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5 km, finish 1.30pm, meet
and park car park behind Birling Church. ME19 5JG.
TQ680606. 01634 306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

March 4th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am, Leisurely
circular walk 6 miles /9.7 km, finish 2.30pm, park
considerately in The Street and meet outside the
Maypole Inn, Borden, ME9 8JN TQ882629 walk roads
and footpaths through Tunstall and Woodstock to
Cromer’s Wood, return via Woodstock, and Hearts
Delight. Meet Martin Keelor of Kent Wild Life Trust in
Cromer’s wood. He will explain woodland management
and the relationship to wildlife. Contact: Tony/Ann,
01634 406634, vajra.faulkner@tesco.net

March 4th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day, Riverside
Country Park, (see 4th Feb)

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

March 5th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 22nd Jan)
March 6th - Breast Cancer Support Group, A

demonstration of 'Pilates' with Tina, (see 6th Feb)

March 6th - Rainham Horticultural Society, Caroline

Halfpenny — The Gardens of Cornwall. (see 6th Feb

March 6th - GHS Floral Art Group, ‘Mothering Sunday’ —

hand tied arrangement, (see 16th Jan)

March 7th - Bird Walk, Riverside Country Park, 10.00am

— 12.00noon, Join a ranger on a gentle walk identifying
the most common birds seen or heard along the estuary.
£3 Adults only, Ring 01634 337432 for details.

'THE SNOW QUEEN' A Family Pantomime

by Alan Frayne based on the stories of Hans Christian

Anderson & 'Frozen' St Paul's Drama Group
Gillingham Methodist Community Hall,
Third Avenue, Gillingham, ME7 2LU
Fri & Sats 16th, 17th, 23rd & 24th February, 7.30 pm.
(Matinee Sat 24th 3.00pm.
Tickets £6 Adults & £5 Concessions are available
01634 852712 or www.stpaulsdramagroup.co.uk.

QUIZ NIGHT- FAIRVIEW PTFA
Saturday 24th February, 7pm for 7.30pm start
Fairview Community Primary School, Wigmore
Tables of 6 - 8, £7 pp, includes Ploughman’s supper.
Raffle Prize donations welcome.

BYO drinks/glasses/nibbles
Ring Hayley 07746 213653 or Clare 07786 004783
email: hayleeb37@hotmail.com

CHARITY QUIZ - BLOODWISE
Saturday 17th March
Doors open 7pm - starting at 7.30pm
Parkwood Community Centre
Tickets £5 each (Tables of 6)
Contact Dot on 01634 864642

ART EXHIBITION

Paintings by Local Artists Clive Bass and John Gilson
will be on show and For Sale in Rainham library,
Birling Avenue between Ist & 28th February

Chartered Tax Advisers
Tax Accountants
Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts - Partnerships - Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning - Property portfolios
Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7PH

THIS SPACE AVAILABLE

Square or Landscape shape
£28 per month

£78 for 3 months
Email af@thenet.uk.net

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD

BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116
M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Terry’s of
Upchurch, 13 The Street or from the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For
more information see the orchard page
on www.thenet.uk.net

J. DIDDAMS DECORATING

All aspects of painting both interior
& exterior. High quality at reasonable
prices. Tel: 07841 675 253

HOUSE REPAIRS & Repainting
Over 30 years experience
Call Steve on 07931 864 346

TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out. For
more details ring 01634 306387

MRfixIT Home Construction

No job too big or small. All work
guaranteed. Free quotes.

Tel mobile 07704 934 681

LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. 1-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzie on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwp@gmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), /am® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081

STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

SARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477.

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn
repair,. City & Guilds qualified. Shane
01634 300313 or 079234 76573

STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey
01634 376776 (Wigmore)

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting, sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025 /0771 450 6996

WJ Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare@outlook.com.

PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516

DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years’ experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. [ISM member. 01634 365453

NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866

C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages lofts,sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding. Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.

No job too small.LKCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.

STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting,

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738

INTERIOR DECORATOR.
Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157
for a free no obligation estimate.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all occasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111.

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
No call out fee.

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR WINTER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, seams etc. Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 07930 183466.
COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.

Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
erinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service.
Call Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404.

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free.
Phone Michael on 01634 304948.

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking.
To book phone 01634 364859.
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk

HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.
01634 370323 or 07817 825 859

WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
1 1am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. 01634 388187
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures
01634 613871 /07736 278509

ST MATTHEW’S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire. Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507..
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THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. 01634 871808.
PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley On 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335.

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps etc with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham.

RAINHAM CRICKET CLUB David
Wood’s book “150 Not Out” is a
history of the club 1856 to 2006.
Available from Sunburst Books 21-23
Station Road, Rainham at £15.00

A1 Roofing Services
« TILED ROOFING
« FLAT ROOFING
« LEAD FLASHING
= PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a1-roofing-services.co.uk

www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare

* Member of Gas Safety Register

« All Boiler Servicing &
Maintenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted

« Landlord Gas Safety Reports

« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced

* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE

Medway 376929

Engineer 07956 630003

ROOFING REPAIRS
Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights

PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464

01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

['Window Fix Direct|
| Do you have windows |
or doors that.....

Don’t open or close properly?
Have condensation inside the unit? |
Are draughty when closed? |

Conservatary roof leak? I

01634 789025 / 07950 761061 |

www.windowfixdirect.co.uk

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES 2018

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also avaiiable
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

« Local Family Business
«» Personal service in the
comfort of your home
 Free demonstrations

« After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

now available as an A4 year planner free to

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2, 3 & 4 yard Skips

NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

&
Classes held We‘dnesday evenings at

Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham ME8 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all ievels.

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses.

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters,

GBAY Faie Trador

GAKAGE DOOK ASSOS

01634 244452

www.garagedoors4you.co.uk
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JOHN STYLES

FLAT ROOFING
Strip & Re-felt
All Work & Materials Guaranteed
Also General Roof Repairs
Free Written Quotation

SUNBURST BOOKS
21 & 23 Station Road, Rainham
We welcome browsers to our new extended floor
space in Sunburst Books and have thousands
more books for you to see and enjoy.
Come visit and see our vast range of good used
books, DVD’s, CD’s plus Vinyl Records in addition to
New Books by local authors.
We also stock local history books

www.hallettsplumbingandheating.co.uk

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns

47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, ME8 ONS
01634 370697 07711 362898

MEDWAY 374028 Al profits support St Margaret’s Church
= Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s / ] Est 1971 gl
Plumbing & sﬁtggj ey Et‘?
Heating Chris Hallett ROOFING REHi

HOGWOOD Electrical

Extra lights,

sockets, "
fuse boards R NS
& full rewires eThuuER (=]

Call John of Wigmore Part P compliant

on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819

VST FREE NO
@ CURTAIN & B&%MAN&CTURERS LTD OBLIGATION
QUOTATION

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Furnishings
Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings
Call 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre

Bredgar Road, Gillingham ME8 6PG
M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystaicurtains co uk, W: www crystalcurtains co.uk

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

fortes stmates wieonone 01634 375069

No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”

NICK EASTER — CARPENTER
Kitchen design and fitting

3 -
Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors N —
Fitted Wardrobes — Plastering. somesne (7

Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
01634 260874 mob 07778 380285

91 ElImstone Road, Rainham

i plastering

Skimming, Coving,
Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Tel: 01634 379822 R
Mob: 07897 498189
Free Surveys & Quotes

7Spn

Fair Trater

z
s mue;
e

e 24 hour Personal Service
e Monumental Masons

01634 373111 01634 855558
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY
Kent ME8 8AR

Car parking available

JIn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funewal Dirvectors
A private family owned and run business

e Home visits if preferred
e Pre-arranged Funeral Plans

o
e Private Chapels of Rest

o Horse Drawn Hearse available

01634 408777 01634 386999
25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood

Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW




