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A tableau from the Nativity play, ¢1947, presented by the Women’s Fellowship in St
Margaret’s Hall, Orchard Street (corner with Hurst Place, demolished in 2002, now flats).
The play was produced by Mrs Rayner and Miss Irene Cox. A Rainham tradition for
many years, the same costumes appeared in many productions for church, schools, Guides
and clubs. The cast included: Shepherds Mrs Fairey, Mrs Lazenby, Mrs Hollingsworth and
Mrs Nicholls, the shepherd boys were Rev Mitchell’s two sons. Joseph was Mrs 1. Wall,
the kings Mrs Choules, and Mrs Hopkins, and the angels included ? Garlinge, ? Smith, Pat
and Elizabeth Barrow and Janice Hawkins, the grandmother was Miss Norwood and the
page Mrs Hollingsworth’s son.
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Beautiful and elegant wedding photography with a contemporary aesthetic...
www.lorna-elizabeth.co.uk

07528 040036 info@lorna-elizabeth.co.uk
RECOMMENDED PHOTOGRAPHER AT PRESTIGIOUS LONDON & KENT VENUES
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Editorial

Christmas is a very special time of year on so many
different levels. The most obvious is the overbearing
commercial aspect. Immediately Halloween and
Bonfire Night have exploded the shopping malls are
resplendent with Christmas Trees and glittery
decorations. This we accept and you can almost ignore
it but the looped tapes of seasonal music this early
must drive the shop assistants to distraction! Of course
it is all to encourage us to spend more money — and
presumably it works. Why else would all the
supermarkets and major stores spend the reputed
millions they do on much hyped television advertising.
Cynically once the advert is released it is almost
immaterial if the critics love it or hate it. If it has
provoked some discussion or better still even caused
some controversy it has served its purpose. Greggs
infamous sausage roll / baby Jesus was only aired for a
very short space of time but will be recounted and
remembered for many years to come I am sure. We'all
fall prey to the marketing, it is so easy to buy
unnecessarily. In our hearts we know much of the
extra is superfluous, do we really need new themed
decorations? Will extravagant wrapping and fancy
bows make our present more acceptable? Will the very
expensive and desperately wanted toy still be played
with once Boxing Day has gone? But still year after
year we succumb, it seems the right thing to do. It is
good therefore that hand in hand with all this
gratuitous spending equally the generosity to charity
has increased. The shoe box appeal, the Salvation
Army gifts appeal for local families, Children in Need,
Crisis at Christmas are all 20th century innovations
making a real difference for many who find times are
hard. Caught up in the rush to make Christmas Day
perfect for our family it is easy to forget that not
everyone looks forward to 25th December quite as we
do. This year I have spotted two new events, amongst
the many Fayres and Carol Concerts we advertise in
our Diary, to help people in this situation. One on
December 2 1st entitled ‘Blue Christmas* is a service
at St Margaret’s Church, Rainham for those who find,
for whatever reason, this time of year tough to bear,
and the other two days later on December 23rd at St
Matthew’s Church, Wigmore is called “The Longest
Night’ a quiet reflective event for those who find
Christmas difficult. I don’t expect they will attract the
crowds that enjoy the Crib Services or Midnight
Carols but will be much appreciated by the few.

However before the Christmas rush really gets going
in earnest may we say a very big Thank You to all our
many distributors who reliably bring a copy of Action
Forum to every door each month. Your help is very
much appreciated. As in previous years our next issue
is a combined January/ February edition which will be
published on January 13th followed by the March
copy on February 24th then back to the regular first
Saturday of each month for the rest of the year. We
wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and
look forward to being with you again in 2018.

Correspondence

RAINHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR
Dear Editor
We at Rainham Community Choir would like to
welcome new members to join us on Mondays (term
time only) at The Howard School in Derwent Way
between 7.00pm and 8.30pm.
There are no auditions, the choir is open to anyone
who enjoys singing a variety of songs for fun, and
being challenged along the way. We offer two free
sessions as an introduction, then a charge of £15 for a
4-week session payable in advance. If you require
further information please contact us by email
inforainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com
We are holding a small concert on 11th December at
7.30pm and it would be a good opportunity to come
along and seec what we are all about.

Kind regards

Deborah Razzell - Secretary.

THE LONGEST NIGHT

Dear Editor,

Saturday 23rd December, 2.30pm, at St Matthew s
Church, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, MES ONX

From the start of November, if you turn on the TV or
walk into any shop, you could be forgiven for thinking
that Christmas is a time of magical happiness for
everyone, decorated with flashing fairy lights and a
jolly soundtrack to be enjoyed without exception.

In reality, Christmas is the worst time of the year for
many people for a variety of reasons. Bereavement,
relationship breakdown, loneliness, money worries,
and unemployment are just some reasons why the
seasonal merriment all around us is hard to live with.
The Longest Night is what we are calling our event
on the Saturday afternoon before Christmas. The birth
of Jesus wasn’t all happy days and party nights, so we
will narrate that familiar story, in a safe space, with
music, readings, and prayers, which acknowledge the
pain and emptiness this time of year can emphasise for
some. The whole event will be no longer than 45
minutes. There will be people happy to talk if you
want to talk, but if you want to simply “be” in the
quiet, the space will be open afterwards. All are
welcome.
Kind regards,
Jean Penney, Church Warden - 01634 387379

MEDWAY ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS” CLUB
Dear Editor,

The members of our club would be pleased to
welcome anyone interested to our meeting on January
9th 2018. To start the New Year we have a SPECIAL
OFFER of £1 per visitor entrance fee. We meet in the
St George Hotel, New Road Avenue, Chatham at 7.30
for an 8.00pm start.

We are very fortunate to begin the year with a talk
entitled ‘My Life as a Silversmith to Date’ by Mr
Andrew Putland who is chairman of the Goldsmith
Craft and Design Council. It promises to be a very
interesting evening and you will be sure of a warm
welcome.

Yours sincerely

Mrs Margaret Davison 01634 235285
TAKE CARE
Dear Editor

We would just like to write via the pages of your
wonderful publication to let all your readers know that
our local Rainham company, Take Care has just
celebrated its 10th Anniversary.

The directors Julie Hunter and Anita Willoughby
would like to take this opportunity of thanking all our
present and past staff from all over Medway who have
worked with us in the local care sector over the last
ten years to provide a quality service for Medway
residents,

We are also deeply thankful to all our mainly elderly
clients who have used our wide range of domestic,
gardening and home help services, currently and in the
past and would like to thank them all for their part in
our ten year journey.

Thank you for allowing us to celebrate with everyone
via Action Forum as we have met and worked with so
many lovely people.

Yours sincerely.
Anita Willoughby and Julie Hunter
01634 316821

BERENGRAVE NATURE RESERVE
In answer to the recent letter from Mr T Coote, the
now disbanded "Friends of Berengrave" group still
have a Website on-line and this has lots of
information, newsletters etc especially covering the
Industrial history of the site. There is also a scale
model depicting how the Washmill would have looked
on display in the library,
Although I agree that it is somewhat neglected the
Chalk Pit often throws up a few Wildlife surprises.
Recently round the lake area I have seen numerous
Goldcrests, a Firecrest, Grey Wagtail and a Water
Rail. In the Spring it is always full of singing
Blackcaps and both Greater Spotted and Green
Woodpeckers nest there.
For those new to the arca Rainham Dock East just
across the other side of Lower Rainham Road is
always worth a look. Its a good spot for Cuckoos,
Nightingale, Turtle Doves and Whitethroat in the
Spring, Kingfisher can be seen later on in the year
plus occasional Marsh and Hen Harrier. Last Winter
there was also for a while quite a sizable Starling
murmeration over the Reed beds at dusk.
Richard.Lusted@hotmail.com

POST YOUR LETTERS TO FATHER
CHRISTMAS

Children can also hand deliver their letters for Father
Christmas and post them in our big red post box and
collect their Free personalised reply back from the
grotto elves. You must include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to have your reply posted.

Please allow a week before you collect your reply
from the grotto elves. The last posting date is 20th
December, with last collection on 22nd December.
THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY QUIZ

Many thanks to everyone who supported the

Quiz Evening in October, £401 was sent to the charity
www.braintumourcharity.org
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SALMON WINDOWS

Installers of Quality Products for 30 years
Conservatories designed and built - Upgrades to existing roofs
Energy efficient ‘A’ rated uPVC windows & doors
Misted units replaced

Family run independent company Ce T

For advice and a very competitive quote call ¥
Trader

01634 363881 07973 860369 -
www.salmonwindows.co.uk
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* Housework * Visiting the shops | Take Care
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Diary 2017

No charge is made for Diary entries

Copy should be in writing either by email to

af@thenet.uk.net or 5 Meresborough Cottages,

Meresborough, Gillingham, Kent MES 8PP

Diary Copy Date: January 2nd 2018

December 2nd - St Peter's Church Christmas Fayre,
Bredhurst Village Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm. Entry Free

December 2nd — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Dance, United Reformed Church hall, Balmoral Road,
Gillingham, 7.30 - 10.00pm. New and experienced
dancers welcome, with or without a partner, for more
information ring 366189 or 388546.

December 3rd - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Stephen Manning 07551 712438 River
Valley Upchurch Golf Course Christmas Lunch Walk
ME9 7AY for 3 ¥ Mile Easy stroll, No Dogs

December 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, Hosey Hill to
Chartwell via Toy's Hill, 10.00am, Leisurely circular
walk 6 miles / 9.7 km finish 1.15pm, meet Hosey Hill
Car Park TN16 1PJ, TQ452531 maybe muddy, minor
hills, no stiles. John Watts, FLAME451(@hotmail.co.uk

December 3rd — Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 10.30am, Toy Service — new boxed toys
please. 4.00pm, Advent Carols, all welcome.

December 4th — Monday Hub, 10.00am - 12.30pm, St
Paul's Church, Parkwood, ME& 9PN, Board games,
Table Tennis, use of Laptop and much more, Free light
refreshments, phone Jill on 01634 230780

December 4th - Medway Scrabble Club, 2.00 — 4.30pm,
St Stephens Church Hall, Maidstone Road, Chatham,
new members welcome, details 01634 230500

December 4th - Medway Towns Bridge Club, Sociable
duplicate Bridge every Mon, Tues and Fri, 7.30pm
start, St. Luke's Methodist Church Hall, City Way,
Rochester ME 2BQ. Table money £3.50 guests, £2.50
members (£10 to join). We can usually find a partner
for you on a Monday, details 01634 375706, 840094 or
visit www.bridgewebs.com/medwaytowns

December 5th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 4 miles / 6.4 km, finish 1.15pm,
Capstone Farm Country Park, Meet Orchard Car Park .
ME7 3JH, TQ781646 no roads or stiles, some short
undulations. Stop halfway for drinks, toilets available.

December 5th - GHS Floral Art Group, United Reformed

Church (rear hall) Balmoral Road, Gillingham, 7.30pm,
Workshop 5 - Pomander, New members welcome, first
visit free, no experience needed, Kaye Buss 01634
232998 or email kayebuss@btinternet.com

December 7th — Wigmore Thursday Club, St Matthew’s
Community Centre, 2.00pm, ‘Christmassy Things’ -
Mel Rees, for over 50s ring 01634 234712 for details.

December 7th - Hempstead Leisure Club. Outing for
Christmas Lunch

December 7th - Christmas Carol Concert, BWAG,
7.30pm, St Peter’s Church, Hurstwood Road & Green
Court, The Street, Bredhurst ME7 3JY The Cantium
Singers, Tickets - £7 pp, under 16s free (includes
refreshments) from 07813 785940 (eve/weekends)

December &th — Rainham Bereavement Friendship Group,
Millennium Centre, Rainham every Friday 9.45am to
help those who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309.

December 8th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00pm - 8.30pm, Canterbury St, Rock Ave area

December 8th - RiverVoice Community Choir Christmas
Concert, 7.30 — 8.45pm with Children from Byron

Primary School, St George’s Centre, Chatham Maritime

ME4 6UB, Adults £6, Children £3 on the door
December 8th - Gillingham and Rainham Local History
Society, Byron Primary School ME7 5XX, 7.15pm,

Paranormal/Spooky Kent - Neil Arnold, Visitors
welcome (charge) Val Barrand 07947 583327 email
lupusrufus@sky.comor see www.grlhs.org

December 8th - Donn Barcott Band “Five Live’, 8.00
10.30pm, Brompton Conservative Club, High Street,
Gillingham, Licensed Bar, Quality Raffle, Light
Snacks, 01634 405037 or 07977 262564 for details

December 9th - Craft Market, St Margaret’s Millennium
Centre, Rainham, 9.00am — 12.30pm, Free entry. Stalls
are £10 each contact cjderafimarkets@yahoo.com or
ring 07779 366054 for more details

December 9th - Christmas Concert, 7.00pm, Gillingham
Methodist Church, 100 Third Avenue ME7 2L,
Gillingham Male Voice Choir with Guest Choirs,
Traditional Carols for all, Tickets £5, Refreshments

December 10th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 10 miles / 16.1 km finish
3.30pm, Challock, Meet Village Hall Car Park, TN25
4AU, TRO10505 varied, scenic walk. One steep hill.
Bring packed lunch, not suitable for dogs. Walk led by
Ashford Ramblers Group. Medway Ramblers most
welcome to join. Contact: Kevin, 07734 309155

FOLK'S FOOTCARE wcrrpr marie
Home Visits for All Nail Conditions
Nail Trimming, Corns, Verrucae,
Callus Reduction. Diabetics Treated.

Call Mrs Heidi Folk to book your appointment on

07549 166031

Saturday morning and evening appointments available.

Happy Hounds

Dog Grooming Services
15 years experience - Individual Appointments
Clipping, Bathing, Nails & Ears
Handled with Care, Patience & Kindness
01634 234995 or 07776 150980
6 Childscroft Road, Rainham, Kent

December 10th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Lindsay Floyd / Andy Boorman (07743
702049 07881 933358 Hand & Sceptre PH. London
Road. Southborough Common. Park in Pennington
Road. GR 577428 TN4 ORJ for 4 ¥ miles One steep
slippery slope. Crossing railway. 8 Stiles. Dogs allowed

December 10th - Volunteer Conservation Task Day,
Riverside Country Park, 10.00am — 2.00pm, Get
involved helping with practical tasks on the site. Meet
at visitor centre, Ring 01634 337432 for information

December 10th - Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 4.00pm, Christingle Service, all welcome.

December 10th - Hempstead Valley Carol Concert
4.45pm accompanied by the Medway Band, local
churches and Medway school children.

December 1 1th - Rainham Flower Club, St Matthews
Church Hall, Wigmore, ME8 ONX Christmas Party
(Members only) 7.30pm, details ring 01634 864572 or
see www.rainhamflowerclub.co.uk

December 11th - Rainham Community Choir Concert,
The Howard School, Derwent Way, 7.00pm, new
members very welcome, for more details email
inforainhamcommunitychoir@gmail.com

December 11th — Rainham Evening Bereavement
Friendship Group, Millennium Centre, Rainham meets
2nd Monday each month to help those still in
employment who have lost a loved one. Join us for a
cuppa and chat, ring Julie 01634 364309,

December 11th - Concert Medway Organ & Keyboard
Club, Parkwood Community Centre, Rainham, MES
9PN, 7.30pm, Organist - John Cooper, details ring
Brian Leonard 01634 234694

December 12th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Taverners Road, Lonsdale Drive area

December 12th - Fuchsia and Pelargonium Society.
7.30pm, Rainham School for Girls, Derwent Way,
Christmas Party and AGM, Non-members £1.50, New
members and visitors always welcome, 01634 852519

December 13th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.30am,
Leisurely linear walk 7.5 miles / 12.1 km, finish
1.45pm, Bredhurst to Maidstone, park at Bredhurst
commuter car park ME9 OUL TQ799629 Bring snack,
pubs and cafes in Maidstone. Return 130 bus from
Kings Street.

December 13th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00pm - 8.30pm, Barnsole, Woodlands Road

December 13th - Rainham Historical Society, Millennium

AE RIALS

TV Aerials / Freesat
Systems Installed
Extra TV / SKY Points
TV Wall Mounting
TV & Appliances Set

[ N

Call Nick 07949 588464
or 01634 262582

AP SERVICES RAINHAM

Tel 01634 306692 3
Mob 07789 796256 (~ 2y

SEEDLINGS
FOI'P'D’BSS’OH&’ Yeaf Egﬁ%g‘i'we[mmed by appointment.
Up Round Garden Care

Garden Clearance -
Licensed Waste Carrier - Hedging
Lawn Care - Decking - Patios - Paths
Fencing - Decorative Brickwork

REtSoualified

Hall, Rainham, 7.30pm The History of Rochester
Bridge Trust, All welcome, Contact secretary Olwen
O’'Dowd 01634 366276 for more details.

December 13th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship,
Hempstead Village Hall, 8.00pm, Christmas at Home,
for details contact Rhonda Peck 07951 629444

December 14th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Carols and
Readings for Christmas, (see 7th Dec).

December 14th - Hempstead Leisure Club, Whist,
scrabble, board games, All Saints Church, Hempstead
Road 2.00 - 4.00pm New members always welcome,
phone 07583 343782

December [4th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Edwin, Durham, Marshall Road area

December 14th — 16th - Christmas at St Margaret’s
Church, Rainham, Christmas Tree Festival, 3.30 —
7.00pm, all welcome.

December 15th - St Margaret’s C ol E Junior School,
Rainham Christmas Fair, 3.30 — 5.00pm at the school.

December 15th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Canterbury Street, Napier Road arca

December 16th - Christmas Craft Drop In, Gillingham
Parish Church, St. Mary Magdalene ME7 155, 10.00am
- 12noon, Craft Activities for children (and adults!)
Refreshments, Short Service, No charge, All welcome

December 16th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float at Rainham Shopping Centre

December 16th - Family Christmas Concert, Rainham
Ladies Choir, 6.30pm, Gillingham Methodist Church,
Third Avenue ME7 2LU Tickets 01634 370797, £7
Adult, £3 under 12yrs, www.rainhamladieschoir.org.uk

December 16th — Medway Folk Dance Club, Christmas
Ceilidh, (see 2nd Dec).

December 16th - Union of Catholic Mothers, Carol
Concert featuring The Medway Singers. 7.45pm, St
Augustine’s Church, Parkwood. Cotfee/tea and mince
pies Tickets from Mrs Janet Nastaly 01634 371897

December 16th - Wigmore Voices “Christmas Gloria’,
8.00pm, St Matthews Community Centre, Wigmore,
Tickets £7 from Sue 01634 370639

December 17th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am.
Leisurely circular walk 10 miles / 16.1 km, finish
3.30pm, meet Faversham Railway Station - top of The
Mall off the A2. Parking Sunday £1. ME13 8EB,
TRO15609, , via Goodnestone, and Graveney, Contact:
Geoff, geoff.rambler@me.com

Continued on Page 11

Whiskers Lodge Cattery
Willis Cottages, Dunn Street,
Bredhurst, ME7 3NA

Situated in a quiet rural location in an area

of uutslandmg natural beauty, boarding is

or cats onl r :

14 completely new catterF fully compliant
ith all new legislation. FAB accredited care

Contact: Nichola
Telephone: 01634 235032
Email: m{u@whxskenlodge corm

Borders - Pruning Web: www.whiskerslodge, com




‘ A i D CHARTERED IN COMMON SENSE
] i ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Accounts

Tax
Book-keeping

4 Bloors Lane, Rainham,
Kent MER TEG
Tel: 01634 375222

]
Fax: 01634 371318 I n_\llnll

E Mail: admin@jadaccountants.co.uk "\“d"' T
www. jadaccountants.co.uk Associated Services

Salter-Mclean & Co
Accountants and Tax Consultants

Established over 30 years we offer an efficient and personal service
to all types of business as well as assistance with personal tax
problems and returns
For a free initial consultation telephone
01634 361366

Cranford House 24a Longley Road, Rainham MES TRU
www.salter-meclean.com

QCR CAR REPAIRS

“Auto electrics
Servicing - Diagnostics - MOT's
Keys - Key Fobs - Air Con - ABS
Call Mick 01634 238777 or 07801 429527 V=4

www.gcrsales.co.uk germick@hotmail.co.uk
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham. MEB8 8B.J (Just off Station Rd)

Boiler - tech
HEATING & PLUMBING

Boiler Servicing & Repair - Cylinders - Power Flushing
Bathrooms - Landlords Certificates
Cookers/Repairs & Gas Fires

Tel: 01634 230468 Mobile: 07770 784877

boilertechservices@btinternet.com /sﬁfe'i
All work guaranteed, Genuine OAP Discounts ™ ===

FEMALE PAINTER & DECORATOR

Friendly, Reliable and Professional Service

Please call Joanne from
Art Decorating Services
for a free no obligation quotation

on 07948 025558 or 01634 353000
www.artdecoratingservices.com

MIRANDA
DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIRS

WE REPAIR ALL TYPES OF DOUBLE GLAZING.

FOR A FAST, FRIENDLY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
CALL THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS NOW ON

01634 717400

NO JOB TOO SMALL — FREE QUOTATIONS

GREG 2
BRYANT

CONSTRUCTION LTD
REGISTERED HOUSE BUILDERS

EXTENSIONS
Al RATED BY NHBC

01634 231321

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES

We handle everything from the initial quotation,
manufacture to the installation. We only fit quality...

Eden Windows
telephone 01634 840 999

www.edenwindows.co.uk

T.J. BUILDERS

All General work Undertaken, Interior Decorating
Plastering, Laminated Flooring & Much More...
External Work:

Painting, Guttering, Fascias, Rendering,
Fencing etc...

Phone for FREE Estimates on:

Home: 01634 581072 Mob: 07968 852558

Beauty Room

Wigmore—Established 18 years

Mon surgical face lifting — Facials — Waxing
Electrolysis — Body Treatments — Reflexology
Geleration Manicure & Pedicure—NMassage
Lava shell massage — Lash & Brow Tinting — LVL
lashes—Lash Extensions — Monthly Special Offers
Telephone Sally on 01634 375999 or 07957 242 268

Puma pvc
Approved installers of
Fascia Soffit Guttering Cladding

* 10 Year Guarantee * Free Quotations
WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S PRICE !!
CALL NOW 01634 235900
159 Edwin Road, Rainham

Paul's 1-8 Seater Taxis

......... Bookings Only ...
Airports - Hospitals - Days/Nights Out
Nightelubs - Friendly & Reliable
-Theatre trips - seaports

Tel 01634 268567 Mob 07904955375
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FLOAT ROUTES
Rotary Club of Gillingham, 6.00pm - 8.30pm

From 5.00pm Christmas Eve. The collection from
this annual event goes to local charities

Friday 8th December - Canterbury St, - Rock Ave
Tuesday 12th December - Taverners Rd,
Bettescombe Rd, Elmstone, Aerthur Rd, Herbert Rd,

Lonsdale Dr,

Broadview Ave,

Wed 13th December - Third Ave — Barnsole Road,
Thursday 14th December - Charlotte Drive,
Vancouver Drive, Jefferson Drive, Edwin Rd,
Durham Rd, Maidstone Rd left side, Lyndhurst Ave,

Marshall Rd,
Friday 15th December - Canterbury St - Napier Rd,

The Goldings, The Platters

Saturday 16th Dec - Rainham Shopping Centre
Monday 18th Dec - Eastcourt Lane - Featherby Rd,
Tuesday 19th December - Tufton Rd, Suffolk Ave,
Northumberland Ave, Berengrave Lane, Holmoaks,
Wooldeys Rd, Broomcroft Rd, Bushmeadow Rd,
Chalky Bank Rd. Childscroft Ave, Parkfield Ave,
Heartpiece Close, Station Rd

Wednesday 20th December - Taswell Rd Henry St,
Station Rd, Ellison Way, Macklands Way, Cobdown
Grove, Caldecote Close, Ten Acre, Burrstock Way,

Shorefields,

Thurs 21st December - Napier Rd - Livingstone Rd

Friday 22nd December - Yeoman Dr - Darland Ave

Saturday 23rd December - ASDA Gillingham
Christmas Eve starts Spm - Park Ave - Oxford Rd

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT
Bredhurst Woodland Action Group
Thursday 7th December, 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church, Hurstwood Road &
Green Court, The Street, Bredhurst ME7 31Y

The Cantium Singers,

A 50 strong choir from Rochester
After the concert take a short walk to
Green Court for mulled wine, mince pies and grand  details call the Rectory on 01634 231071

Christmas raffle.

Tickets - £7 per person, under 16s free

(includes refreshments).

Tickets must be purchased in advance

Not available on the night.

For information and tickets call Vanessa Jones
07813 785940 (eve/weekends) or email

bwag(@vanessajones.plus.com or purchase online at ey and coffee before the meeting for a small charge

bwagcarols2017.eventbrite.co.uk

Rainham

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Inspections & Testing to Latest Regulations

Insured and Registered

ALSO ARTEXING—COVING—DECORATING
No Job too small— free estimates

Neil Mace

19 Gayhurst Close 01634 312633

07792 244 315

PTA CHRISTMAS FAYRE
St Margaret’s Infant School Orchard St, Rainham
Friday 8th December, 3:40 - 5.15pm
Visit Santa in his Grotto, raffle, chocolate tombola,
lucky dip, snowball scavenge, find Olaf's nose,
decorate your own wooden Christmas decoration,
hand-made Christmas presents and homemade cakes
and refreshments,
CHRISTMAS FAIR
St Margaret’s C of I Junior School
Orchard Street, Rainham
Friday 15th December 3.30 — 5.00pm
CAROL CONCERT
featuring The Medway Singers
Saturday 16th December, 7.45pm
The Union of Catholic Mothers
St Augustine’s Church, Deanwood Drive, Parkwood,
All proceeds for our charity which this year is The
Medway Night Shelter. Coffec/tea and mince pies
served in the interval. Tickets Mrs Janet Nastaly
01634 371897 or Mrs Alma Payne 01634 362896.
‘CHRISTMAS GLORIA’
Saturday 16th December, 8.00pm
St Matthews Community Centre
Drewery Drive, Wigmore
Wigmore Voices annual Christmas Concert
Tickets £7 from Sue 01634 370639

BLUE CHRISTMAS

Thursday 2 1st December 7.30pm

St Margaret’s Church, Rainham

A service for those who find this time of year tough
THE LONGEST NIGHT.

Saturday 23rd December at 2.30pm, at St Matthew’s
Wigmore.

A quiet reflective event for those who find Christmas
difficult for whatever reason - all welcome. For more

LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Gillingham and Rainham
Byron Primary School, Gillingham, ME7 5XX
2nd Friday each month, 7.15pm.
Friday January 12th - Talk John Short
‘Move Backstage to Front of House’
Membership £20. Visitors £3 per meeting.

Details Val Barrand 07947 583327
or visit our website www.grlhs.org

Master Alarms

WE DON'T JUST INSTALL!
WE CHECK, UPDATE AND MAINTAIN
ALARMS AND CCTV

163 Fairview Avenue, Wigmore, MES OPX
I'Ur Telephone: 01634 379762
Email: mail@masteralarms.com Fair Trader
- www.masteralarms.com




Nature Notes

NATURE NOTES

It is a little over thirty years ago since the Great Storm
of October 1987. Eighteen people died and 15 million
trees were lost. In Kent, most of those trees were
mature beeches. The nature reserve within boundaries
of the then Gillingham Borough Council that was
perhaps most badly affected was Fox Burrow Wood,
off Deanwood Drive. I want to write about the reserve
by first referring to a sketch map produced by boys of
Gillingham County Grammar School in 1949, 1t was
part of a survey of the flora of Rainham Park, which
lay between Maidstone Road and Mierscourt Road
and consisted of Fox Burrow Wood in the north and
Park Wood in the centre and the south. The boys™ map
shows that the two woods consisted mainly of four
species of coppiced trees, namely, Spanish (sweet)
chestnut, ash, hazel and hornbeam, interspersed with
oak standards and areas of beech trees which were
probably planted in the 18th century for ornamental or
landscape reasons. The flowers recorded by the boys
included nettle leafed bell flower (or bats-in-the-
belfry), yellow pimpernel, woodruff, long stalked
cranesbill and birds’ nest orchid. The latter feeds off
rotten vegetation.

In August and September 1987, quite fortuitously in
view of what happened in the following month, a Mr
A C B Henderson wrote a report on the flora and
fauna to be found in local woods, for Gillingham
Borough Council, which was apparently concerned by
the mounting loss of woods to development. He found
that the relatively small remnant of the once larger
Fox Burrow Wood was divided into two halves. The
southern half (that adjoining Park Wood Primary
School) was composed of woodland of coppiced sweet
chestnut and other trees with many oak standards and
a clump of mature beeches. This was much the same
composition recorded by the grammar school boys,
some 38 years earlier, for Rainham Park as a whole,
before it was developed from the 1960s onwards. Mr
Henderson reported that the northern half of Fox
Burrow Wood consisted of a shrub layer of Norway
maple and sycamore saplings and a stand of mature
beech trees. It was these beech trees which were

blown down in October 1987 and, unfortunately, one
fell on top of a house in, I think, Ploughmans Way. It
must have been a terrifying ordeal for the family
concerned. In due course, the Council had the fallen
trees cut up and the timber removed. Photographs
show the site apparently cleared, apart from a number
of stumps and massive clumps of upturned roots.

I myself recently visited the wood. In the southern half
there was a number of beech trees that Mr Henderson
would have seen. I found that the coppiced sweet
chestnut and other coppiced trees were very
overgrown but the wood was clearly recognisable as a
remnant of semi-natural, ancient woodland. Kent
Wildlife Trust had treated the woods in Rainham Park
as a whole as being “ancient” under the nationally
agreed designation of having been in existence before
the year 1600, The evidence of the woods’ age was
almost certainly determined from maps and other
documents and also from plant indicators such as the
evergreen butchers broom, a number of clumps of
which can be seen in Fox Burrow Wood. The wood is
semi-natural because of the trees planted by man,
especially sweet chestnut seedlings. Ideally the
overgrown coppiced trees should be cut down to their
stools as would have been done, every few years,
when the wood was managed by foresters. To do so
would let in light to the wood, and so encourage the
spread of typical woodland flowers such as bluebell,
lesser celandine and wood anemones, and would also
prolong its life. During my visit I disturbed many grey
squirrels and two jays burying acorns and sweet
chestnuts under the leaves of the woodland floor.

As regards the position in the northern half of the
wood, a Fox Burrow Wood Restoration Group was
subsequently formed, after the storm, and the
members, along with school children, planted 12,000
young trees. Those concerned are to be thanked and
congratulated for their hard work which, [ am sure,
will not have been in vain. However, it is likely that
none of us will live long enough to see the culmination
of what they set in train, as I shall explain. I do not
know what species were planted by the Group, but I
would assume that they included beech. As noted
above, Mr Henderson found a shrub layer of Norway
Maple and sycamore in 1987. It is very likely that the

well- known pioneer trees of oak, silver birch,
hawthorn and ash, which easily invade vacant ground,
will have self- seeded in the northern hall of the wood.
During my recent visit I also noted hornbeam, field
maple, cherry, sallow and hazel. All of the above the
species (plus any others that are present) are trying (o
outgrow each other in order to remain in the light, 1t is
likely that the beech, oak, ash and sycamore trees will
predominate. If they grow close to each other, their
canopies could merge together and cut out the light for
all the less tall trees. The latter would eventually die
and rot away. This climax of the journey from young
saplings on the wood floor to the only four (?) species
in the wood, might have taken a hundred years or
more. Whatever the eventual outcome, bear in mind
that, in his report to Gillingham Borough Council, Mr
A C B Henderson warned that ancient woodland is
elfectively a non-renewable resource. Once lost, it
cannot be recreated.

Joe Ennis

THE EARLY YEARS of CINEMA in RAINHAM
Although a cinema no longer exists in Rainham two
Mourished at different times from 1915 to 1966.

The first cinema to be established in Rainham known
as the Empire Theatre operated in the High Street on
the site of the present United Services Club during
World War One. Although small and basic the cinema
showed films using a stereoscopic screen which
created a bright image. Seats varied in price from 2d
to 6d. Children had a reduction for the Saturday
afternoon matinee at a cost of 1d or 2d. A full
programme of continuous performances which
included the Pathe Gazette, an early version of Pathe
News ran from 7.00 to 10.00pm.

Popular films like ‘The Million Dollar Mystery”
starring Charlie Chaplin ran from June to the end of
December 1915, Other films such as “The Sicge of
Troy,” *Henry VIII" and ‘David Garrick’ raised money
for the war effort. Mrs Sayer performed as pianist and
Mr Cheeseman provided a small orchestra.

After the war demand for a cinema was such that plans
were drawn up for the establishment of a bigger and
more modern cinema in Rainham.

Originally constructed as a Salvation Army hall, the
Royal cinema could seat 395 people and it opened on
Monday October 25th 1920 in the building now used
by Martin Lukehurst as a furniture showroom in

showed black and white films with a basic but
powerful lantern and a recessed screen located at the
High Street end of the building and proved popular at
a time when TV did not exist. At a later date the Royal
became known to locals as the ‘Bug Hutch.”
The East Kent Gazette reported in October 1920,
‘Inside the hall is beautifully decorated and furnished,
making a handsome modern cinema.’
Marshall Harvey from Sittingbourne designed the
cinema building and Kemp Brothers from Station
Road in Rainham constructed it. Mr W Baldock
became the lirst manager, Mr W Thompsett caretaker
and Mr Will George the pianist. According to The
East Kent Gazette a packed audience watched the first
show and Mr W Furness-Maxwell, the managing
director gave a speech and said that the finest films on
the market would be shown.
‘Romany Rye’ became the first film to be screened
with a programme ol short comedies and a topical
events news programme. In following weeks
“Billeted” with Billic Burke and *The Warrior Strain,”
a comedy in which the Prince of Wales appeared were
also shown. Continuous performances took place
every evening from 6.15pm to 10.30pm with a
children’s matinee 2.30pm every Saturday afternoon.
The Royal cinema later proved to be unique in the area
with its double seats and became very popular during
the inter-war years with high attendances. On Boxing
Day in December 1921 The East Kent Gazette
reported that nearly 2,000 people attended the day’s
performances, Although a fire almost destroyed the
building in 1947, the cinema’s popularity continued
for over forty years and improvements were made
until it came under financial pressure due to dwindling
audiences. This led to the owner Mrs Gass deciding to
close it and sell up after the screening of *Cat Ballou
starring Lee Marvin on March 5th 1966.
David Wood
MUSIC AND DRAMA FESTIVAL
Rochester and North Kent
The Pilkington Building, University of Kent
Chatham Maritime, Chatham, ME4 4TB
Are you an amateur performer? Do you sing, act or
play an instrument? If so, why not enter the
Music and Drama Festival
Saturday April 21st, 9.15am - 5.00pm
To Enter: Visit the website, www.rnkmdf.org.uk, and

Rainham Based

Free Lock Surveys and Estimates
I0.A.P. Discounts

So call today for a great deal, peace of|
mind and security

Phone Brian 01634 351244
Mobile: 07775 423744

No Job Too Small
FAST, AFFORDABLE,

RELIABLE
All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured

01634 301711
Mob 07976 438435

TAURUS LOCKS | [MEDWAY 24 HOUR | [Boarding  CATNA,

UK LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION MEMBER PLUMBING Cattery
énl Hour Ser:lice gﬂlo call out Eharge) Leaks—Bursts—Ball Valves :;ztc;:n::'lr:gd:;;:lc

mergency Non-Destructive Entry H beauty i
Domestic and Commercial Work TTaps R(?.palredf Eﬁplﬁced Owner FAB trained 4‘4’ FpHU e
All Locks Fitted, Repaired Upgraded anks- Cisterns -Blockages) ownerfagtenes =~ OHU

Individual luxury heated chalets
Larger pens available to accommodate
up to four cats from the same household
Viewing welcome, by appaintment enly please.
www._catnapbredhurst.co.uk
Tel: 01634 386263
Mobile: 07772 276906
Email: catnapbredhurst@yahoo.co.uk
Elspath, Blind Lane, Bredhurst, Kent, MET 3JR
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Rainham High Street. In the early years the Royal download an entry form and syllabus.

G Lok D.H. MILLER o
£ For all your Plumbing Services QE/
. 2I:E;$5|NDING LINDSA Reg No, HELP is on its way

« MULCH o %2 UPGRADING CENTRAL HEATING

- FIREWOOD & COMPANY BOILER EXCHANGES

/Q POWER FLUSHING
TREE SURGEONS 2% LUXURY BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

TEL/EAX 01634 366923 01634 235831 — Mobile 07860 471210




WHY MISS WORK ?

Washing Machines, Dishwashers, Dryers, Cookers Etc.
ALL LEADING MAKES REPAIRED Monday to Saturday Tam to 9pm

BY SQUADMATIC

Free call out
OFFICE 24hrs (01634) 373515 Mobile 07702 255105

CITY & GUILD TRAINED ENGINEER Ex R.EM.E

Theresa Elsey PFA
Local Qualified Financial Adviser

With 30 years experience within Financial Services,
| provide specialist advice in a wide range of areas
including: Investment and Pensions Planning, Annuities,
Protection and Inheritance Tax.
For further details contact Theresa on:
Office: 01634 264322 Mob: 07580 579031
theresa.elsey@sjpp.co.uk / www.theresaelsey.co.uk

N.P.SUMMERFIELD
20 Years Experience

CARPENTER

Kitchens, Floors, Bedrooms, Doors
32 Swain Road, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent. MES OSN
Tel/Fax 01634 361107 Mobile 07967 300269

CARPENTRY « DECORATING = PROBLEM SOLVING « DECKING

CDS PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Call Chris Smy

07919 270599

www.cdspropertymaintenance freeindex.co.uk

GARDEN MAINTENANCE - FLOORING « GUTTER & FASCIA CLEANING

/&, Massage

Do you need to de stress and relax?
Ever considered massage?

| Professionally qualified massage therapist
Providing relaxing, deep tissue and hot stones massage
call Nick 01634 370583 / 07701 007866

CL DECORATORS

Complete Painting & Decorating Service
Interior / Exterior
Paperhanging, Specialising in Hall, Stairs and Landing
For Your Free No Obirganan Quote

12 De Mere Close, Rainham
01634 261913 Mobile 07900 190564

LOCAL BUILDER

Extensions, loft conversions, General building

PR |y Hebditch Professional Reliable Service
d bt
Renovations Ltc

01634 389675
07721 365 630
www.hprenovations.co.uk
53 Woodside, Wigmore

BB Property Services
Painting & Decorating, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Plastering and Tiling
Call Barry Baker on

07849 418 868

ATKINSON BOILER CARE
Central Heating & Hot Water specialist
All Boilers repaired. Power Flushing. New systems.
Gas Safety Inspections. Finance Options.
16 Boston Gardens, Rainham.

01634 366 435 / 07754 833 250 e

www.loveyourboiler.co.uk

CALLAWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Improving Homes for Over 25 years
Kitchen Installation
Bathroom Installation
Carpentry, Floor, Electrics, Plastering
Painting & Decorating
For your Free estimate

Call - 07970 676895 / 07791311251

PR Improvements

Home improvements
Electrical and all other jobs considered:
Plumbing, decorating etc. Reliable and trustworthy

Peter Ribbens
MOBILE: 07584 652017

Y Neat Feet ¢
Mobile chiropody in the comfort of your
own home by a qualified lady
practitioner, Treatments to include *Corns
*Callus *Thickened Nails *Verrucae
*Diabetics Discounts for OAPs
Tel: 01634 322591
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Diary 2017

December [7th - Medway Towns Footpaths Group,
10.00am meet Jim Gevaux 07807 896995 Sittingbourne
Dog Track. Church Road. GR 922646 ME10 3SB for 7
2 mile casy walk. No pub at end. Dogs Allowed

December [7th - Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 6.30pm, Carols by Candlelight, all welcome,

December 18th — Monday Hub, (see 4th Dec).

December 18th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th Dec).

December 18th - Rainham Evening Women's Institute, St
Paul’s Church, Parkwood, 7.30pm, Christmas Party, All
welcome, ring Kate Archer 01634 360797 or just come.

December 18th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Eastcourt Lane, Twydall Lane area

December 18th - Wigmore W1 meet 3rd Monday in the
meonth 7.30 - 9.30pm, St Matthew's Community Centre,
Anyone interested ring Chris Ellson on 01634 372976

December [9th — Christmas Wildlife Crafts, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child, suitable
for the whole family, Ring 01634 337432

December 19th — Rustic Christmas Decoration, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child,
suitable for the whole family, Ring 01634 338191

December 19th - The RSPB Medway Local Group Talk,
Parkwood Community Centre, Gillingham, 7.30 - 9.45
pm £3.50. Birds beyond the Boughs — Simon Ginnaw
for Field Trips: www.rspb.org.uk/groups/medway.

December 19th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Tufton Road. Childscroft Ave arca

December 20th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 7.5 miles / 12.1 km, finish
2.15pm, meet commuter car park, north of Bredhurst.
MES OLU, TQ799629, via Capstone Country Park.
Bring picnic lunch - pub at end.

December 20th — Christmas Wreath making, Riverside
Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child, suitable
for the whole family, Ring 01634 337432

December 20th — Rustic Christmas Presents, Capstone
Farm Country Park, 10.00am — 12noon, £3 per child,
suitable for the whole family, Ring 01634 338191

December 20th - Rotary Club Christmas Float, 6.00pm -
8.30pm, Station Road, Ellison Way area

December 20th - Bredhurst Garden Club, Village Hall,
7.00pm, Christmas Dinner, Bring and Buy Stall, New
members always welcome ring 07791 781 910

P. Gillard

Interior & Exterior

Decorator

# Plastering # Tiling
Established 30 years
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: (01634) 320846
Mobile: 07834 851 004

ACE
GLAZING REPAIRS

All types of doors & windows
fitted and repaired

Fast, Friendly, Reliable,
All work guaranteed

FOR A FREE QUOTE CALL JAMIE

01634 329029 or
07803 434929

December 21st - Rainham Friendship Group Christmas
Buffet & Entertainment, 1.30pm, St Margaret’s
Millennium Centre, £2 entry fee. All welcome! For
more details please call the office 01634 577984,

December 21st - Rainham Women's Institute 1.45 -
4.00pm. Christmas Party, Wakeley Hall, Oast House
Community Centre, Granary Close, Visitors welcome
for small entry charge. Ring 01634 366276 for details.

December 21st - Wigmore Thursday Club, Informal
Meeting, (see Tth Dec).

December 21st - Hempstead Leisure Club. Christmas Tea,
(see 14th Dec)

December 215t - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00pm - 8.30pm Napier Road area

December 2 1st Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, Blue Christmas 7.30pm, a service for those
who find this time of year tough, all welcome.

December 22nd - Christmas at St Margaret’s, Rainham,
10.00am Craft making for families, all welcome,

December 22nd - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, 6.00pm - 8.30pm, Yeoman Drive, Darland Ave

December 23rd - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float at ASDA Pier Road, Gillingham

December 23rd - The Longest Night, St Matthew’s,
Wigmore, 2.30pm, for those who find Christmas
difficult - all welcome, details 01634 231071

December 24th - Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 9.30am Parish Eucharist, all welcome

December 24th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely linear walk 7.6 miles / 12.2 km, finish
2.15pm, meet Rochester Railway Station MET INH
TQ745685, via Fort Amherst, and Riverside Park to
Rainham Station. At end walkers are welcome to visit a
nearby micropub. Contact: Mandy, 07758 232871

December 24th - Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 1.30 and 4.00pm Crib Services, all welcome.

December 24th - Rotary Club of Gillingham Christmas
Float, starts 5.00pm - Park Ave, Watling Street arca

December 25th - Christmas at St Margaret’s Church,
Rainham, 9.30am Family Communion, all welcome.,

December 25th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.30am, Easy
circular walk 2.5 miles / 4 km, finish 10.00am,
Christmas Day - Rochester Walk, meet end of
Nashenden Farm Lane, ME1 3TQ TQ732659, a gentle
morning stroll to blow away cobwebs, all welcome
Contact: Ade, 1634 306405, adeballard@yahoo.co.uk

FOR TILES

n Supply & Fit Service =
Showrcom: 272 Canterbury Street, Gillingham, MEY 5XR|

WWW.CERFACE.CO.UK
Contact us on 01634 571000

for more information and opening hours.
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‘jﬁ« Cliff’s Mobile Foot Care
Eoot Health Professional

Foot care in the comfort of your own home.

All treatments including Nail cutting, Thickened, Fungal
and Ingrown Nails, plus Hard Skin, Cracked Heels,
Corns and Verrucae's.

For all enquires please call or text on,

(01634) 316023 or 07876801830

The Door Doctor
UPVC Specialist
Handles, hinges & locks replaced
24 hour emergency door opening
No call out charge. Discounts for OAPs
01634 263539

ZAMMIT
ROOFING A

SLATING & TILING - LEADWORK
CHIMNEY STACKS REPOINTED OR BUILT
UPVC FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERS
ALL REPAIR WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOD BIG

Kent _‘
i oL

TRADING Your Local Reliable Contractor
OPHONED James Zammit Fair Traller

01634 375129 - 07802 698300

AJ ROSS ELECTRICAL

Fully qualified time-served apprentice.
Over 30 years experience

Call Andy on 07766 457999 or
01634 372411
11 Farnham Close, Rainham, ME8S 8NS

RUBBISH CLEARANCE

House, garden, sheds, builders rubbish,
Office & commercial etc. Single items from £14.95
Light demolition  Licensed Waste Carrier
Also garden maintenance, hedge trimming etc

Call Doug 01634 363008 / 07708 293 745

Bredhurst Bodyshop

Car & commercial - Paintwork & repairs
Insurance work undertaken, from small
scratches to complete respray.
Call for a free quote.

Blind Lane, Bredhurst, ME7 3JS
01634 264753

[l (=
— 1 Domestic Installer
KITCHEN
Andy Shepherd  qcier 1m0

Suppliers and Installers of Quality

; ® TRUST Kitchens o

& MARK  Bedrooms Fair Trader

Twbrane T Fradyviend Standicds Bathrooms et
Tel/Fax 01634 379423

www . andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk

TV PROBLEMS?|

Linwood Home Electronics
offers a fast, efficient and simple repair service
to all makes of TV, DVD & Audio products.

Contact us or visit our website for more details.

Website: www.linwoodhe.com i
Telephone: 01634 230261 HLo!rE quugiud
Est. 1982

Mobile: 079 0550 7338

STANNAH STAIRLIFTS

Reconditioned and new Thyssen Stairlifts
for straight or curved stairs.
Tel Mr Derek Organ on
01634 374524
or
07850 262 156

for a free estimate.

URST

PR E H
Come and Visit Us in Our New
Carpet and Curtain Showroom
Free advice and Quotations

The Chapel, 1 Orchard Street, Rainham
Carpets 01634 362170 Curtains 01634 387749

V E WHITE & CO. Solicitors
10 Parkwood Green Rainham MES 9PN
Medway (01634) 376555
Your local solicitor for all aspects of family, property and
business law including Wills & Probate, Divorce,
Lasting Powers of Attorney, Conveyancing,
Tenancy, Employment and Immigration.
30 Minute Fixed Fee Consultation — from £100.00 plus VAT
email: enquiries@vewhitesolicitors.co.uk
www.vewhitesolicitors.co.uk

Licensed Waste Carrier

For Free quote ring
Fully Insured

Mick Eardiey
M & D DECKING

01634 264266
Decking and Gardening Services
Paths, Patios, Turfing, Patio Cleaning,
Garden Clearance, Garden gates made to measure,
Mowing weekly—forinightly.
Odd Jobs and much more No job too smalf
Prompt and Reliable Service]
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Diary 2018

December 31st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 9 miles / 14.5 km, finish
1.30pm, Hilly Walk from Trosley Country Park,
parking £2.50, DA13 0SG, TQ632610 a hully, scenic
walk led by Dartford and Gravesham Ramblers Group.
Medway Ramblers most welcome, Bring a picnic.

January 3rd - Medway Ramblers Walk, 9.20am, Moderate
linear walk 8 miles / 12.9 km, finish 1.00pm, meet
Hempstead Valley Shopping Centre to catch number
130 bus outside Kent Reliance Building Society. ME7
35D, TQ794633, (Bring your bus pass)

January 4th — Wigmore Thursday Club, Social Meeting,
(see 7th Dec).

January 7th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 6.5 miles / 10.5 km, finish
1.30pm, meet Chequers Inn, The Street, Doddington
Village. Please park considerately. ME9 0DA,
TQY28570 Contact: Tony/Ann, 01634 406634,
vajra.faulkner(@tesco.net

January 8th - Medway Scrabble Club, (see 4th Dec).

January 9th — Medway Antique & Collectors’ Club, New
Year Special Offer, visit us for £1 visitor entrance , St
George Hotel, New Road, Chatham 8.00pm. Talk ‘My
Life as a Silversmith to Date” Mr Andrew Putland for
more details ring 01634 851512

January 10th - East Medway U3A, 2.00 — 4.00pm, Lite
Meeting - an opportunity to chat with friends over
coffee/tea at Dobbies Restaurant Non-members
welcome. Details 07895 890635

January 10th — All Saints Women's Fellowship, Quiz
Night — bring drink and nibbles, (see 13th Dec).

January 11th — Wigmore Thursday Club, The Wildlife
and Estuaries of North Kent - Cllr Alan Jarrett (7th Dec

January 12th - Local History Society, Talk John Short
‘Move Backstage to Front of House™ (see 8th Dec).

January 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Leisurely circular walk 5.2 miles / 8.4 km, finish
1.00pm, meet Meopham Green DA13 0AP, TQ641652
varied countryside, little road walking and a few

awkward stiles. Frank/Min Ewen, 01634 669970
January 14th - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 9 miles / 14.5 km, finish
3.00pm, Harrietsham to Leeds Castle, meet Car park
South of A20 Fake Oast Houses with Green and Orange
Flags ME17 1AH, TQ867525, uphill to top of downs,
Derek, 07768 448633, derek.kent@blueyonder.co.uk

January 16th - GHS Floral Art Group, Workshop 1 — Leaf
Manipulation, (see 5th Dec).

January 18th — Wigmore Thursday Club, History of the
London Bus - Bob Appleton, (see 7th Dec).

January 20th — Medway Folk Dance Club, (see 2nd Dec).

January 21st - Medway Ramblers Walk, 10.00am,
Moderate circular walk 8 miles / 12.9 km, finish
2.30pm, The Darnley Trail, Jeskyn's Country Park Car
Park, Henhurst Road, Cobham, Parking £1.50 DA12
3AN, TQO616Y9 Bring picnic pubs in Cobham at end.
Contact: Chris, 01634 360270, chris.strachan(@live.com

January 26th - Medway Geographical Society, 7.30pm,
Martin Harris — Opera and Volcanoes, a trip through
Italy, Holy Trinity Church, Twydall Lane, MER 6TN,
all welcome, just come or ring (01634 572139 Drive,
(see 13th Dec).

January 24th - Wigmore Ladies Club, Howard Hall,
Woodside, Wigmore 2.00 — 4.00pm, new members
welcome to this cheerful group, just come along or ring
01634 388912 for more information

January 24th - Rainham Historical Society, The History
of the Hovercraft, (see 13th Dec).

January 24th — All Saints Women’s Fellowship, Beetle
Drive, (see 13th Dec).

ART EXHIBITION

Watercolours, Crayon Drawings, Paintings and Pen

[Hustrations by local artist John K Austin on show and

for sale at Wigmore Library throughout December.

The exhibition and sale will include original

illustrations for ‘Mud and Marsh to Sheerness’ the

fourth in his series of books along the River Medway
published in May 2107. All four books following the
course of the Medway are available at £7.99 each from

Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road, Rainham.

Kent Garage Doors
Your friendly local experts
Electric Roller Doors, Automation,
Sectional and Up & Over Garage Doors,
All repairs. No call out charge. Free estimates.
01634 511571 01795 459105
For 24 hour service call 07738 921296

Chartered Tax Advisers
l'ax Accountants

Self Assessment « Limited Companies
Trusts « Partnerships » Company Formations
Advanced Tax Planning « Property portfolios

Inheritance tax - Capital Gains Tax

(Call Sarah, Lucy or Kelly on 01634 260000
Phipps Anthony, 24 Station Road, Rainham, ME8 7PH

07931 864346

Exterior
Painting & Decorating

All Garden Work

CANNON

CURTAINS, BLINDS & CANOPIES LTD
BLINDS - CURTAINS & TRACKING
WOODEN SHUTTERS - AWNINGS

01634 582116

M: 07896 501690 E: cannon-m@sky.com
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Small Ads

Price:  £2.30 per line per month
Box Ads: £28.00 per month

£78.00 3 months paid in advance
Please email wording & your address.
See p2 for contact details & copy dates

APPLE JUICE FROM RAINHAM
Community Orchard is now available
at £3.00 per litre bottle from Sunburst
Books, 21 Station Road: Davey the
Butcher, 189 Station Road: Terry's of
Upchurch, 13 The Street or from the
orchard 10-12 am Tues & Thurs. For
more information see the orchard page
on www.thenet.uk.net

TBF CARPENTRY/ GARDENING
Services. Decking is our speciality but
any general carpentry jobs around the
house. Gardening work carried out. For
more details ring 01634 306387

MR fix IT Home MAINTENANCE
No job too small. Realistic prices.

Tel mobile 07704 934 681
COUNSELLOR. CONFIDENTIAL
and private service. Fully qualified,
with over 10 years substance misuse
experience. Call Sinclair on

07905 361 599.

LOSE WEIGHT WITH Cambridge
Weight Plan. 1-1 private appointments
Contact Lizzie on 07888 840 324

or lizzie.cwpi@gmail.com for a free no
obligation consultation

LOGS - Seasoned hardwoods
£70/m* (=250 logs), ¥:m® £40
Delivered- Jim 07795 278081
STEVE'S GARDEN CARE

Lawns mowed, hedges trimmed, patio
cleaning, Leaf collecting and general
garden maintenance. Wigmore,
Parkwood, Hempstead areas. Call
Steve 01634 360359 or 07982 625641

RALPH’S BARN DANCE
Calling to CDs. Tel 01634 375481
sARDENER / HANDYMAN
Reliable gardening & handyman
service carried out by mature man at
reasonable rates. Hempstead based.
Contact Martin on 07799265299 or
01634 376477,

GARDEN TIDY UPS.

Hedges trimmed, mowing, lawn repair.
City & Guilds qualified. Shane

01634 300313 or 079234 76573
STUMP GRINDING & TREE
SURGERY. Roger Alsey

01634 376776 (Wigmore)

DOIT4U SMALL JOBS bathroom/
kitchen problems, plumbing, shelving,
blinds, curtain poles, lighting. sockets,
tiling & more Rob 07759 635678 /
01634 261502

New Shine OVEN CLEANING
High quality, deep clean, oven
cleaning. Treat your oven to a
valet to bring back that New Look!
01634 350025/ 0771 450 6996

WU Garden Care & Maintenance
For all garden care and landscaping
needs. Driveway, patio and decking
cleaning. Please call 07921269378 or
email wjgardencare{@outlook.com.
PLUMBING, HEATING &
Handyman services. No job too small.
No call out charge. Call Andy

01634 377138 or 07870 168 516
DRUMS, PIANO & PERCUSSION
lessons. 19 years” experience.

Roan Kearsey-Lawson. MA, MA,
BAHons. ISM member. 01634 365453
NICK’S GARDENING SERVICE,
Lawns mowed and general garden
maintenance in Hempstead and
Wigmore area. Please call

01634 370583 or 07701 007 866
GARDENING TLC:- Lady Gardener
Garden maintenance: digging, pruning,
mowing ete. Baskets & pots refilled.
Chris 01634 372844 / 0796 3842 503
C&J CLEARANCE Houses,
garages ofts, sheds gardens cleared.
Green waste shredding, Individual
items or complete houses. Rubbish
clearance carried out efficiently.
Professional, reliable, prompt

& friendly service. Free estimates.
No job too small. KCC & Environment
Agency registered. 01634 261749
Mob 07812 734 570/ 07970 759 404.
STEJEN COMPUTER SERVICES
Repairs, upgrades, troubleshooting.

No fix, no fee.

City & Guilds qualified engineer. Phone
Steven 01634 302624 Mob 07775 793738
INTERIOR DECORATOR.

Quality guaranteed.

Tel Jim Jefferys 01634 378157

for a free no obligation estimate.

PHIL THE SOUND. MOBILE DJ
Music for all oceasions. Call Phil on
01634 234573 mob 07971569111.

TONY’S PLUMBING SERVICES.
Nao call out fee,

Bathroom and Kitchen refits.

Call 01634 374332 or 07961 951 254

GET SLIM FOR WINTER
Slimming World, Hempstead Infants
School. Thursdays 5.30pm & 7.30pm.
Call 370390 or 0774 226 1053.

SMALL ALTERATIONS & repairs
Hems, zips, scams efc, Very
reasonable prices. Call Margaret 01634
363315 /07766 980 732

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

All gardening work undertaken. Grass
cutting, hedge cutting, tree work, fencing.
Patios, decking, design & build available.
01634 364985 (07930 183466,

Andrew’s PROPERTY SERVICES
including garden maintenance
01634 613871 or 07708 508 193

BALLROOM, LATIN & Sequence
Dance Classes. New adult beginners’
lessons Rainham area. Wed & Fri
evenings. First lesson FREE. For more
info call Julie 07983 397 439

BANJO TUITION 5 string & tenor
Fun, easy to learn, all ages, 1-2-1 or
group lessons. Graham 01634 260281

LANDSCAPE & PROPERTY
Maintenance, Tree & Conifer Surgery,
Felling, Lopping, Topping, Stump
grinding, Hedge Cutting, Sheds,
Garages, Gardens Cleared, Sheds
Refelted. No Job too Small. Free
advice and estimates for a first class
job. Friendly, professional service. Call
Colin: 01634 261749,

07970 759404,

COMPUTER HELP for Beginners
Everything from taking it out of the
box to sending your first E-mail.
Call PC-Aid on 07905 440433

ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Accounts, VAT, Tax Returns,
Payroll. If you have a problem
just give us a call. We come to you
and the first consultation is free,
Phone Michael on 01634 304948,

DENTURE REPAIRS

While you wait service by established
quality Rainham Laboratory.

Tel: Mardale 01634 263766

UPCHURCH VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for Weddings, Parties & Meetings.
Facilities for the Disabled.

Attractive Setting —Ample car parking,
To book phone 01634 364859.
RAINHAM CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP. Sunday Services
10.30am at Begonia Avenue Church,
Twydall. Further details from

07434 672418.

THE WINDOW WIZARD.
Replacement glass, hinges & handles.
UPVC specialist. (01634 871808,
GIRLS PAMPER PARTIES 376270
www.sparklesglitterparty.co.uk
HAIR BY SUE. Professional Mobile
Hairdresser. Competitive rates.

01634 370323 or 07817 8§25 859
WIGMORE EVANGELICAL Free
Church, Durham Rd. Sunday services
11am (with children’s activities) and
6.30pm, For details of other weekly
meetings including children's and
youth work please see our website :
wigmorefreechurch.org.uk

Visitors are always welcome. Pastor
Rev T.J. Wood. (01634 388187
MICHELLE'S NAIL ROOM -
mobile manicures and pedicures
01634 613871 /07736 278509
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STMATTHEW'S COMMUNITY
Centre, Wigmore — modernised centre
with main hall, meeting rooms and
kitchen available for hire, Disabled
access and hearing aid loop. To book
phone 01634 235507,

PARKWOOD CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP, Parkwood Green.
Sunday Morning Service is at 10.30am
to 12 noon. For any other details about
the Fellowship and its activities, please
contact Alan Eldridge 01634 231077.
VOLUNTEER BOOKSELLERS
needed to work 4 hours a week in
Sunburst Books, 21 Station Road,
Rainham, including Saturdays. The shop
is stocked with donated books (more
always welcome) and raises money for St
Margaret’s Church. For more details call
Gavin Strudley on 01634 231341 or
mobile 07957 884 335,

Third Picture Book of RAINHAM
by Barbara Mackay Miller and
Rosemary Dellar £7.99. Over 180 old
photos, maps etc with extended
captions. Available in Sunburst Books
21-23 Station Road, Rainham.
MEMORIES OF UPCHURCH

By David Wood. Over 300 pages & 200
photos. £15.00 in Sunburst Books, 21-23
Station Road, Rainham,

ACTION FORUM COPY DATES
Now available as A4 year planner to
download / print at www.thenet.uk.net

A1 Roofing Services
* TILED ROOFING
* FLAT ROOFING
* LEAD FLASHING
* PVC FASCIA / SOFITS
* FULL REPAIR SERVICE
For a prompt reliable service

01634 710539
07884 180595

enquiries@a-roofing-services.co.uk
www.al-roofing-services.co.uk

DAVID WHITE
Boilercare
* Member ol Gas Salety Register
« All Boiler Servicing &
Mamntenance undertaken,
New Systems Fitted
* Landlord Gas Safety Reports
« Fires, Cookers, Hobs Fitted &
Serviced
* 24hr Emergency Service with
NO CALL OUT FEE
Medway 376929
Engineer 07956 630003

'Window Fix Direct

Do you have windows

ROOFING REPAIRS

Roofing Repairs / Strip & Re-tile
GRP (Fibreglass) Flat Roofing
Roof Windows / Skylights
PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE
Guttering / Fascias / Soffits
Interior & Exterior Painting
Fencing / Paving / Decking
Call Nick: 07949 588464
01634 262582

AP $ervices RAINHAM

CALLAWAY KITCHENS

TOP QUALITY KITCHENS at
AFFORDABLE PRICES
Fully Installed or Supply Only
Also available
Replacement Kitchen Doors
Made to Measure Worktops, Sinks,
Taps, Appliances!
For Free estimates and Design

Call - 01634 262396
07970 678895

Digital Hearing Aids
from only £399

* Local Family Business
* Personal service in the
comfort of your home
« Free demonstrations

= After sales service

Call 01634 848441
now for a free hearing assessment
www.21stcenturyhearing.com

LOCKSMITH

call
Loyal-Locksmiths.co.uk

for a trusted locksmith and
carpentry service for all your
doors and windows.
UPVC/timber.

Tel 07986 464970

Steves Mini Skips

& Clearance
Small skips at small prices
Quick and reliable service

2,3 & 4 yard Skips

NON-HAZARDOUS ITEMS ONLY
Also available a 3.5 ton caged Mini Tipper

Ring: 07999 872169

Fully Registered & Insured

Gefion Dog Training Club

by 523

Classes held Wednesday evenings at
Rainham Mark Social Club,
56 London Road, Gillingham MES 6YX

All breeds and ages are welcome.
We run Kennel Club Good Citizen
Classes at all levels,

Call Teresa on 07738 032607
or 01233 758309
for more information on classes
and dates of courses,

www.ronmillsdogtraining.co.uk

IGARAGE DOORS

Repairs & Automation

All makes Supplied and Fitted
Roller & Sectional Specialist
All Repairs
Supply only & DIY

We also Supply & Fit Soffits, Fascias,
Awnings and Window Shutters.

(EPAS Far Trader

01634 244452

www.garagedoorsdyou.co.uk
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JOFHN STYLES SUNBURST BOOKS
F MT ROOF ING We wetconi;Sl;r?:?wssi::*l:?oRgﬁ?'nTuivng?(r‘;:nded floor
Strip & Re-felt space in Sunburst Books and have thousands

: more books for you to see and enjoy.
A“ WOI’k & Mate”als Guaranteed Come visit and see our vast range of good used

Also General Roof Repairs books, DVD's, CD's plus Vinyl Records in addition to
. . New Books by local authors.
Free ertten QUOtatIOI'I We also stock local history books
MEDWAY 374028 All profits support St Margaret's Church
Donations are always welcome
Mobile: 07810 583 882 Open 9.00am - 5.00pm Monday to Saturday
Hallett’s // Est, 1071
Plumbing & /séfe)
Heating Chris Hallett

REPAIRS, GUTTERING, VERTICAL TILING, FLAT ROOFS, NEW ROOFS

For oo csmates ooprone: 01634 375069

Central Heating, Boiler Servicing, Breakdowns
47 Lakewood Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham, Kent, MES ONS

01634 370697 07711 362898 No Job too LARGE or SMALL — We do them “all”
: NICK EASTER - CARPENTER
HOGWOOD Electrical Kitchen design and fitting
Exia Rghts, Extensions — Bathrooms — Doors
sockets ; : waflnz =z
fuse boarlds . —— Fitted Wardrobes = Plastering. semestic Q
& full rewires omesTc 7 Electrics from rewires to extra sockets
i 2l All work guaranteed ~ For a free estimate:
Call John of Wigmore  Part P compliant 01634 260874 mob 07778 380285
on 01634 366145 or 07799 412 819 91 Elmstone Road, Rainham

; 2 |  FREE NO e ]
CRYSTAL
(D comrana o ot rynens uro| OBLIGATION | | GRIANAIER Plaster’ng

Made to Measure Curtains and all Soft Fumishings Skimming, Coving,

Curtain Poles & Finials « Net Curtains « Tracks Drywall board work, Painting and Decorating,
All types of Blinds « Digital Print Blinds « Awnings Decorative Mouldings, Repairs
Gall 01634 817807 for an appointment or visit our showroom } Tel: 01634 379822 D.n-i:*@.
Unit 8, Invicta Business Centre x ) + S
Bredgar Road, Gillingham MES 6PG Fair Trader  wiob: 07897 498189 2

M: 07956 398531, E: sales@crystalcurtains co.uk, W: www crystalcurtains co.uk

Jn time of need ...

JOHN WEIR
Funeral Dinectors

A private family owned and run business

Free Surveys & Quotes

® 24 hour Personal Service * Home visits if preferred * Private Chapels of Rest
e Monumental Masons * Pre-arranged Funeral Plans * Horse Drawn Hearse available
01634 373111 01634 855558 01634 408777 01634 386999
130-132 High Street 127 Watling Street 25 New Road, Chatham 31 Parkwood Green
Rainham Gillingham, Kent ME7 2YY Kent ME4 4QJ Parkwood
Kent MES BAR Car parking available Car parking available Kent ME8 9PW
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